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Health chiefs slammed over ‘appalling’ decision
not to treat minor injuries at Cossham Hospital
Health chiefs have been slammed for their “appalling”

Gloucestershire

Clinical

decision not to open the long-promised minor injury unit

Commissioning

Group

at Cossham Hospital in Kingswood, despite the area’s

(CCG) was at the meeting

health inequalities.

held at Kingswood Civic

Kingswood councillor Andrea Reid was speaking at last

Centre, in person or virtually,

Wednesday’s meeting of

to respond to the concerns

South Gloucestershire

raised.

Health

In Issue 725 we reported that

Scrutiny

Committee. At

such

the CCG had refused to

meetings councillors get

reconsider

the chance to hold NHS

promised minor injury unit

bodies

and

(MIU) despite a petition with

service

providers

health
to

opening

the

more than 5,000 signatures.

Cossham Hospital

account.

Instead the CCG said that an

However, no one from

MIU at Cossham was not part of their urgent care strategy

campaign for Cossham’s promised MIU, which has cross-

the NHS Bristol, North

and also highlighted recruitment difficulties.

party support from the Health Scrutiny Committee, was

Somerset

When Cossham reopened nine years ago after a £19m
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refurbishment, the promised MIU was not included. A

Cllr Reid, who joined Wednesday’s meeting online, said: “I

Damning report on
children’s home

subsequent fight to secure it, supported by thousands of local

had a fall yesterday which makes speaking out about the MIU

residents, failed. Instead in 2016 a two-year trial in which

at Cossham a bit more personal than I expected. I could have

minor injuries were treated in GP surgeries in South

really done with it.

Gloucestershire was launched. But it failed to reduce

“I have been in regular contact with Josh Ditte, the nurse who

Vinney Green Secure Children’s Home at Emersons
Green has been rated Inadequate after Ofsted highlighted
“repeated failures in leadership” over a number of years
that have impacted on vulnerable children’s rights, care
and wellbeing.
The inspectors found that children have been subjected
to inappropriate use of physical restraint, techniques that
have caused them pain, and unjustified use of single
separation. Staff have not consistently respected
children’s privacy and dignity.
In a statement this week South Gloucestershire Council
said it was conducting a formal investigation into
Ofsted’s findings and has brought in specialist managers
from Outstanding-rated children’s homes to help.
We’ll have more on this on our website and in next
week’s issue.
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investment into the Yate unit.
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Also in this
week’s issue

and

South

Extinction Rebellion
hold rally in Keynsham
. . . page 3

no debate was necessary.”
Continued on page 3

Filming for new TV drama
in Oldland Common
. . . page 4

Ashton Way toilet block
in Keynsham reopens
. . . page 5

Another collision on the
Ring Road throughabout
. . . page 7

2

The Week in • Wednesday 15th June 2022

Health chiefs slammed over ‘appalling’ decision
not to treat minor injuries at Cossham Hospital
Continued from page 1

just staggered and I’m fuming that people are being expected

hearing the CCG’s decision had said: “The lives of residents

Cllr Reid said the CCG has “Shaping Better Health” stamped

to go out to Yate as their nearest port of call if there is an

are on their shoulders; their decision is a bad one.”

over its documents but had not conducted a health

accident in the family. There aren’t the adequate transport

Cllr Reid added: “To be honest, I could not agree more. It’s

inequalities assessment nor an equalities assessment in

links at the minute, we know we are struggling with the bus

appalling.”

relation to the petition, despite a recent report presented to

providers.”

A representative of the CCG’s communications team said the

South Gloucestershire’s Cabinet about the regeneration of

She said she agreed with Josh Ditte who in response to

comments would be fed back.

Kingwood highlighting inequalities in the area, which has
lower life expectancy than both the South Gloucestershire
and England averages.
Rates of death in Kingswood from preventable diseases are
higher than average. A higher percentage of Year 6 children
are classed as obese compared to the national average and the
percentage of disabled people in Kingswood is 19.9%, higher
than the South Gloucestershire average of 15.6%. Kingswood
also has the second highest proportion of people in South
Gloucestershire stating their day-to-day activities are limited
a lot – 10.2%. The report also highlighted that a significant
proportion of the population are over 65 years and the
percentage of people aged over 75 is significantly higher than
the South Gloucestershire average.
Cllr Reid said she would like to ask the chair and members
of the CCG “how on earth” their decision shapes better

Minor injury units a key part of
urgent care, says watchdog
At Wednesday’s Health Scrutiny meeting, the local health
watchdog highlighted the importance of minor injury units
(MIUs).
Vicky Marriott, Healthwatch area manager for Bristol,
North Somerset and South Gloucestershire, said that
last November and December, they had visited
Southmead Hospital’s Emergency Department where
they spoke to more than 100 people about why they were
there with a view to looking at ways of easing the strain on
A&E.
She said: “It was interesting to hear Cllr Reid speak about

the minor injury unit and the Cossham Hospital petition to
have one there. It is very important that the minor injury
units are part of that urgent care offer.”
As well as a MIU at Yate, there is one at Clevedon and an
Urgent Care Centre at Hengrove. There is also a Minor
Injury Unit based inside the Southmead Emergency
Department.
The Yate MIU website page advises patients that there are
extremely high levels of attendance. It adds: “If we are
unable to see you due to capacity levels at the unit, please
call 111 for more information.”

health. She said: “The decision was obviously pre-made. I’m

Remembering the
Falklands War
On Sunday the Staple Hill community remembered the
Falklands War 40 years on. Residents were joined by
dignitaries and local organisations to commemorate the
end of the war and remember those who fell during the
conflict.
The service at the war memorial in Page Park, organised
by the Staple Hill & District Branch of the Royal British
Legion, was led by the Staple Hill Salvation Army.
Following the service, refreshments were served at the
Bean Tree Café where veterans were able to share their
experiences.

Extinction Rebellion hold
rally in Keynsham
Supporters and members of Extinction Rebellion
marched through Keynsham on Saturday.
The rally began at the bandstand in Memorial Park where the
crowd were joined by speakers including Dan Norris, the
Metro Mayor, and Dr Gail Bradbrook, co-founder of
Extinction Rebellion.
Spurring them was concern over the recent words of local
MP Jacob Rees-Mogg who stated that “every last drop of oil”
should be extracted from the North Sea.
This conflicts with a report from the International Energy
Agency from May 2021 that stated there could be no new oil
or gas fields or coalmines if the world is to reach net zero by
2050. At the front of the
march, a street theatre
group “drowning in oil”
gave

a

shocking

performance where three
young actors had ‘oil’
Credit: Andy Bly

poured into their mouths
and proceeded to collapse
on the ground.
Life-size effigies of Jacob

Keep in touch, let us know what
you think, send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Rees-Mogg

and

Boris

Johnson were in the crowd.
Sophie Mead

Asda evacuated
after reports of
man with a knife
The Asda store in Craven Way, Longwell Green, was
evacuated for a short time last Wednesday morning
after reports of a man wielding a knife.
Avon & Somerset Police said they were called at 10am
and the store was evacuated while officers spoke to the
man.
He was detained awaiting an ambulance following
concerns for his welfare.
No one was injured.
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Filming for TV drama
Film crews have been
shooting some scenes in
Oldland Common for a
TV mini-series based on a
true crime.
Keynsham Town Football
Club’s car park was last
week being used as a base
for the production.
The drama – The Sixth
Commandment – follows
the true story of the murder
of university lecturer and
novelist Peter Farquhar in
Maids
Moreton
in
Buckinghamshire.
In 2013 Mr Farquhar had
begun a relationship with
his undergraduate student
Benjamin Field, 29, who
was a churchwarden. Field

THE WEEK IN
Barrs Court, Bitton, Brislington,
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Keynsham, Kingswood, Longwell
Green, Mangotsfield, Marksbury,
North Common, Oldland Common,
Pucklechurch, Saltford, Staple Hill,
Stockwood, St George, Warmley,
Whitchurch, Wick, Willsbridge.

duped the 69-year-old into a
fake relationship to get him
to change his will.
Mr Farquhar was found dead
in his home in 2015, with his
death at first being attributed
to alcoholism.
Field then moved on to
groom
Mr
Farquhar’s
neighbour Ann MooreMartin. His involvement
with her sparked suspicion
from locals and family
members, eventually leading
to Field being arrested. It
wasn’t until 2019 that he was
finally convicted for the
murder of Mr Farquhar.
Field was accused of plotting
to kill Ann Moore-Martin, a
former headmistress, who
died of natural causes in
2017 aged 83, but he was
found not guilty.
The story has been turned
into a mini-series by Sarah
Phelps who is best known for
her work on EastEnders and

Filming in Oldland Common

Production vehicles in the car park at
Keynsham Town FC

for
serial
adaptations
including most recently A
Very British Scandal.
The mini-series’ executive
producer Derek Wax has
detailed how they “have
formed strong bonds with

both Peter and Ann’s
families” to accurately
portray the story.
The Sixth Commandment
will be screened later this
year on BBC One.
Kamui Oshino
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Ashton Way toilet block in Keynsham
reopens, seven years after it closed
The toilet block in the car park at Ashton Way in
Keynsham has reopened, more than seven years after it
closed because of cost-cutting.
There is a 20p charge per use.
Cllr Andy Wait, who represents Keynsham East on Bath &
North East Somerset Council and is also chair of Keynsham
Town Council, said: “It’s brilliant that the Ashton Way toilet
block is open again.
“Having started the campaign to have the toilet reopened with
the help of The Week In six years ago, I am overjoyed that
the visitors to Keynsham have, once more, this public toilet
available to them.

“I would like to thank Cllr Jess David from B&NES Council
and officers from B&NES who helped us achieve our
objective.
“Thanks also to the businesses in Keynsham who helped
overcome this embarrassing situation by allowing the public
to use their facilities when no public toilets were centrally
available.”
B&NES Council closed the Ashton Way block in January
2015 when new facilities became available at the One
Stop Shop/Library, built as part of the Civic Centre
redevelopment but those toilets are only available during
office hours.

Cllr Andy Wait

More electric vehicle charging points for Keynsham
Bath and North East Somerset Council has announced six
electric vehicle (EV) chargers will be installed in
Keynsham Civic Centre’s car park later this year.
Four rapid (50kW) and two fast (22kW) bays will be
installed. Keynsham already has two EV chargers at the
Fox & Hounds car park.
In total 30 new charging bays are being installed at eight
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locations across B&NES. The new charge points will bring
the total number of charging bays provided by the council
to 50.
Funding has been awarded by the Office for Zero
Emission Vehicles (OZEV) to the West of England local
authorities as part of the Go Ultra Low West (GULW)
project.
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Has underground spring foiled new 5G mast?
A phone giant’s plans to erect a 5G mast near the parade
of shops in Cadbury Heath is looking uncertain after an
underground spring was reportedly discovered.
According to a local parish councillor, work on the pavement
at the junction of School Road and Newton Road was aborted
after the spring was discovered and the hole was filled in.
The application and subsequent appeal for a 15-metre mast –
just a stone’s throw from another of the same height - were
made on behalf of CK Hutchinson Networks (UK) Ltd by
WHP Telecoms. In Issue 723 in March we reported that a
planning inspector had allowed the second mast.
The phone giant had first tried to get an 18-metre high mast
but that was refused last summer with South Gloucestershire
Council planners saying it would tower over nearby shops,
which have residential properties above them, and harm the

Lorry gets stuck
under bridge
Crews from Avonmouth and Temple fire stations were
called to reports of a lorry stuck under a railway bridge
in Brislington last Wednesday morning.
Firefighters removed a section of the lorry roof from
beneath the bridge in Whitby Road, using a turntable
ladder and hydraulic tools.
Network Rail were also on the scene and confirmed that
the bridge was structurally sound.
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look of the area. They also said that the applicant had not
supplied enough information to show there was no suitable
alternative site.
The phone giant then submitted another application which
reduced the proposed height to 15 metres to help it “blend
into the surrounding area”, but the council blocked that too
on similar grounds.
An appeal was lodged with the Secretary of State and the
planning inspector subsequently allowed the mast, saying it
would not be incongruous nor result in unacceptable

The seven sites
previously discounted
There were seven other local sites in nearby roads that
were discounted by WHP Telecoms, with reasons given:
• Park Road (proximity to residential properties and
insufficient pavement width).
• Park Crescent (insufficient pavement width).
• Tower Road South (insufficient pavement width)
• Coronation Road (insufficient pavement width and
obstructing tree canopy).
• Brereton Way (insufficient pavement width and
proximity to residential properties).
• Coronation Road (proximity to residential properties
and insufficient pavement width).
• Mill Lane (insufficient pavement width).

overbearing effects on
nearby occupiers.
In the appeal WHP
Telecoms had said the
new
mast
would
significantly improve
connectivity:
“This
area suffers from poor
access
to
digital
services
to
the
detriment of local
residents
and
businesses. It is vital to
consider that a new 5G
option is required in
this location.”
They said the cell
search
area
was
“extremely constrained
with the only viable
option having been put
forward”.
The Week In has
approached WHP Telecoms to see whether they are now
looking for another location. We also highlighted local
concerns that the way the hole has been filled in has left a
trip hazard.
We had not received a response as we went to print this week.
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Another collision on throughabout
There has been another collision at the controversial
throughabout in Warmley.
Police and crews from Kingswood fire station attended the
two-vehicle smash on the A4174 Ring Road last Thursday
evening.
Avon Fire & Rescue Service said that first aid was given to
one woman at the scene who then made her own way to
hospital.
Within weeks of the throughabout opening last October there
was a serious accident and on Easter Sunday a young moped
rider died following a collision at the junction.
The throughabout, at the junction with Tower Lane and
Wraxall Road, cost almost £7m.
Last month (Issue 731) we reported on a new survey launched
by Bristol & South Gloucestershire Conservatives asking
people who regularly use the new throughabout whether it
has made things better or worse, whether they supported the
decision to delay other junction improvement plans, and if

G&S concert
Bath Gilbert & Sullivan Society will be performing a
concert of mostly G&S favourites at St Mary’s Church
in Bitton on Saturday 25th June at 2.30pm.
For tickets, which are £10 and include tea and cake,
email djacharris@hotmail.com or call 07970 325927.
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they have any suggestions
for the Ring Road.
We asked readers to let us
know their thoughts too and
Anne Gale shares her
thoughts on our Letters
page this week.
In it she says the
throughabout has been “a
total waste of money, has
not improved conditions at
all, and in some instances
made it worse, especially at night when there is no other
traffic and you have to wait three minutes for the lights to
change in your favour”. She also raises concerns about
disruption and pollution if more junctions are turned into
throughabouts.
A resident who lives off Craven Way has also been in touch
with us to say the junction is not “comfortable” for drivers,
particularly those negotiating it for the first time. He said the
traffic does not flow well and backs up, adding: “The cost
was astronomical. I would not want to see any more on the
Ring Road.”
A report from the South Gloucestershire Council’s
consultants in 2019 warned it could take motorists up to five
years to “become comfortable” with a throughabout at
Wraxall Road.
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LETTERS
Throughabout has
brought no improvements
Dear Editor
A couple of weeks ago you asked for our
views on the new throughabout at Warmley.
For over a year, Ring Road users were subject
to severe tailbacks almost 24/7, causing
terrible pollution and frustration for drivers.
Once opened, within two weeks there was a
serious accident and recently the tragic death
of a young rider who had his whole life ahead
of him.
A consultation was taken on doing the same
to other roundabouts on this road. The reason
given was “to avoid the tailbacks during two
hours of commuting traffic a day” and “to cut
down on pollution”. Anyone with half a brain
would realise 12-14 months of heavy tailbacks
24/7 causing pollution all that time to ease it
over a two-hour rush hour period does not
compute.
Subsequent to the Warmley throughabout
being finished, the council then had to admit
no measurements of pollution during these
commuting hours had been taken to compare
once the throughabout was finished! Yep, I kid
you not.
We were assured that if the consultation
turned out in favour of these further
throughabouts that trees would be planted
“elsewhere” and yet when I asked where
“elsewhere'” was, no one could tell me. It
would mean circa 90 mature trees would be
destroyed and even if there was a site for
replacement trees, these would not be much
good for air quality and the environment for
very many years.
I suggested they use the Japanese method of
re-siting the trees which involves lifting each
with its root ball and re-siting immediately
into a ready dug hole. That is, of course, if the
council actually has a site sorted out for this
part of the scheme!
In South Gloucestershire we have a situation
where white line markings/cycle lanes/miniroundabouts are virtually non-existent. And
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close to where I live, we have the ludicrous
situation of a cycle lane on Manor Road
leading to the school opposite Rodway
Common where schoolchildren should be able
to travel safely where the white line is nonexistent until almost at the top, leaving them
vulnerable.
In short, the throughabout was a total waste of
money, has not improved conditions at all, and
in some instances made it worse, especially at
night when there is no other traffic and you
have to wait three minutes for the lights to
change in your favour.
It is my view the Tory-led council are only
pushing this because of their own political
agenda in pleasing central government. There
can be no other reason for wishing for years
of disruption, pollution and totally destroying
much-needed trees where the rest of the
educated world are trying to conserve as many
as possible to improve our air quality or at
least maintain the air quality we have.
Anne Gale

Chance to sponsor new
football club
Dear Editor
Keynsham Park Rangers FC is an exciting
new football club in Keynsham. We have
brought together a very strong group of young
lads all under 19 years of age and have been
accepted to play in the Bristol Suburban
League Senior Division.
Our aim is to be promoted into the Somerset
County League, establish ourselves at county
level then push on for Toolstation League
status in the Western League.
As this is a brand new football club we will be
looking to expand with the introduction of
soccer tots starting next season, then every
year after that to grow each age group from
tots to under 18s and finally integrate the
juniors through to the men and women’s
teams by using our player pathway. As we are
a full team of volunteers we dedicate our time
and passion to provide this club for now and

future generations to come.
We are approaching asking for the possibility
of local sponsorship as this would enable
Keynsham Park Rangers to purchase a
number of ongoing items needed in order to
run an efficient football club. We have many
sponsorship opportunities and will in return
promote local businesses across all of our
social media platforms as well as on our
website and match day programmes.
Please contact Ryan at
keynshamparkrangers@gmail.com
Keynsham Park Rangers FC

Kings Chase trader will
be much missed
Dear Editor
I understand that fruiterers PV Turner at Kings
Chase Shopping Centre in Kingswood are
closing down at the end of June.
I would like to thank Bryn, Mark, Jenny and
all the staff there for their service for over 28
years. They have supplied fruit and vegetables
at reasonable prices over the years and I am
sure they will be greatly missed by the people
of Kingswood.
As regards future employment, I would say to
the staff that when one door closes, another
one always opens.
Best wishes to all the staff for the future.
Anthony Garland

Thanks for handing in
my lost purse
Dear Becky
I went to Bath on Wednesday 11th May and
forgot to zip up my rucksack, resulting in a
lost purse which seems to have fallen out in
the vicinity of Parade Gardens, near Pulteney
Weir. Just a note to say thank you to the person
who handed it into the Milsom Street branch
of Lloyds Bank (with two bank cards
untouched and a few coins still in there which
was all there was in the first place), thinking
it was my Dad’s wallet as his card was the

most visible. The lady who handed my purse
over in the bank when I went to collect it
informed me it was found in a tree in a park.
Helen & Dave Chisnell
Longwell Green & St George

Charting church’s 800year history
Dear Becky
To celebrate their 800th anniversary St James
Church in Mangotsfield have published an
excellent booklet covering their history from
1222 – 2022. It is full of facts and photos and
should be of interest to everyone.

Copies are available for £5 in the church, or
alternatively from myself. Contact me on
0787
563
1817
or
email
michael.bell@southglos.gov.uk
Cllr Michael Bell

Do more to tackle
diabetes
Dear Editor
Diabetes is a hidden condition, but the people
living with diabetes should never be put to the
back of the queue because of that. One in 14
of us live with diabetes and even more care for
a loved one who does.
Earlier this year, Diabetes UK ran a survey of
more than 10,000 people to understand better
the experiences of people living with diabetes
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LETTERS
in accessing care over the past two years during
the pandemic. In the South West, 45% of
respondents told us they had difficulty managing
their condition in 2021.
Of these 63% attributed this in part to not having
sufficient access to their healthcare team, and 14%
per cent reported having no contact with their
healthcare team about their diabetes since the
pandemic began in March 2020.
That’s why, this Diabetes Week (13th-19th June),
we’re calling on decision-makers across the UK
to do more to support people living with and
affected by diabetes. Let’s stand together and tell
them to listen. We’re calling for a commitment
that diabetes is put at the heart of national and
local health plans so people living with, and at risk
of, diabetes get the care they need.
Visit diabetes.org.uk today to sign up to receive
the latest updates from our campaign, Diabetes Is
Serious, and find out more ways you can get
involved.
Phaedra Perry
Diabetes UK South West and South Central
Regional Head

We need to believe in those
governing us
Dear Editor
In a long life I cannot recall a time when a political
party, by majority, had given a discredited Prime
Minister a vote of confidence to remain in office.
By supporting Boris Johnson, clearly a proven liar,
they have taken to themselves his ignominy,
numbering themselves with a transgressor.
The Conservatives need an infusion of new blood
in Parliament, especially in times like these. We
need to believe in those who would govern us.
David Britton

Comedy in the Park
Returning for its 25th year, Keynsham
Music Festival is home to a diversity of
music, entertainment and art.
From Monday 27th June to Sunday 3rd July
there will be a jam-packed plethora of
events for the community to enjoy.
Along with music and art in the daytime the
festival is also holding a number of exciting
ticketed events in the evenings.
They include Comedy in the Park, a night
that brings together talented comedians
from all over the South West. Come and
enjoy the comedic talents of Dani Johns
who will be hosting the event.
Dani is a resident co-host of Smoke &

Mirrors, one of Bristol’s most recognisable
and popular comedy nights. The BBC
comedy award-winner has been described
as “a clever pocket rocket who delivers
quick fire gags that captivates every
audience member”.
Along with Dani come comedians Jessica
Nixon, Jeremy Flynn, Eva Bindeman, Julia
Stenton and Jasmine-Olivia Morton, with
more to be announced. This is a new upand-coming event for the festival so get
your tickets now to ensure you don’t miss
out. Funds raised from this event will help
aid FareShare, a foodbank charity.
Comedy in the Park takes place on

Meet the country music star from Whitchurch
Taynee Lord is the sensational country artist from Whitchurch.
Aged just 24, Taynee recently released a number one hit in the
UK iTunes country music charts.
Taynee describes her early influence coming from her nan’s love
of Dolly Parton. On Taynee’s 10th birthday she saw the country
music legend live and believes her singing voice was influenced
from listening to Dolly’s music at such a young age.
From the age of 15 she would sing in local jazz venues where
she would be asked by audiences if she was a country singer due
to the natural twang in her singing voice.
Taynee began writing her own songs and eventually brought
local musicians together to form Taynee and The Crookes for
recording and live performances. She held local auditions for
musicians to form the band. None of the musicians had
previously known each other before but they have now been
together for just under four years. They perform with other
musicians at country music nights in Bristol and their hope is to
create a bigger country music community in the local area,

Sudoku
1-Easy

Thursday 30th June, from 9pm to 10.30pm.
Tickets are £15, available at Eventbrite https://tinyurl.com/2n66hxu4
Kamui Oshino

Taynee Lord

bringing the genre to a younger generation.
Taynee also works in the media industry as a crew or cast
member for local productions. Among the band’s
accomplishments is performing for Glastonbury Festival
founder Michael Eavis and they are looking forward to playing
at a multitude of festivals this summer.
Taynee and The Crookes will be performing at Keynsham
Festival on Sunday 3rd July.

SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 19th June

2 -Hard

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green
(10.30am-4pm)
Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm)
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)
Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park
(9.30am-4.30pm)
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH
(10am-4pm)
Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)
Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds
(10am-4pm)
Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway
(11am-5pm)
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Summer street fair in Hanham
The sun shone as crowds thronged Hanham High Street on Saturday for the summer fair at which there were market
stalls and entertainment for all the family.

Former Special Constables barred over sickening messages
Two former Avon & Somerset Special Constables, one of
them from South Gloucestershire, have been barred from
policing following a misconduct hearing.
Both had already resigned prior to Friday’s hearing, which
was chaired by Gwent Police Chief Constable Pam Kelly. The
panel found gross misconduct was proven and ruled they
would have been dismissed on the evidence presented.
The other officer was from Somerset. Both have been added
to a national barred list preventing them from working in
policing or other law enforcement agencies again.
The identities of the volunteer officers were kept anonymous
following a decision by the chair, partly on the basis of
medical evidence provided in advance of the hearing.

Crossword

In a statement Avon & Somerset Police said their professional
standards department had launched an investigation after
numerous discriminatory social media messages were found
on the Specials’ personal mobile phones in a chat which
spanned from 2019 to 2021.
Head of professional standards Supt Jane Wigmore said: “The
messages shared in a private chat between these two Special
Constables on their personal phones were abhorrent and
deeply offensive, and after reading them I felt utterly
disgusted and sickened.
“Their actions in no way reflect the hard work and dedication
of our volunteers in the Special Constabulary, who also feel
hugely let down and ashamed at what’s been uncovered. We

ACROSS
5. Close-fitting (5)

2. Synthetic fabric (5)

8. Prompt (3)

3. Keenly (7)

9. Unlawful (7)

4. Cream cake (6)

10. Fruit (5)

5. Musical speeds (5)

11. Echo-sounder (5)

6. Biblical giant (7)

13. Copy (7)

7. Underground
passages (7)

17. Tropical fruit (6)
19. Wealth (6)
22. At what time? (4)
24. Disciple (7)
26. Deadens (5)
29. Dental twine (5)
30. More humorous (7)
31. Neckwear (3)
32. Thrust (5)
33. Ribbon badge (7)

12. Eggs (3)

There is a online meeting tonight (Wednesday) of the
Staple Hill, Mangotsfield and New Cheltenham
Community Engagement Forum (CEF).
Organised by South Gloucestershire Council, CEFs are
a chance for residents to raise any concerns and find out
what is happening in their community.
The meeting starts at 7pm. For details of how to take part
email CommunityEngagement@southglos.gov.uk or call
01454 868113.

Three Greens Festival
The Three Greens Festival will be held in Emersons
Green Park this Saturday (18th June) from 10am to 4pm.
A fun-filled day for all the family with an emphasis on
nature is lined up, with entertainment, music, crafts,
stalls, food and competitions.

14. Small pond (4)

Voi e-scooter trial expands

16. Small fishing-boat (4)

More communities in Bristol will benefit from

17. Frolicsome (7)

sustainable travel as e-scooter operator Voi expands its

18. Part of speech (7)

service to the entire city. The scheme’s operating area

20. Team's turn of
batting (7)

expanded to cover the north-west of the city last week
and will expand to the south, including Brislington, in

21. Recede (3)

July. This will see the operating area increase by over a

23. Young cow (6)

third to nearly 25 square miles in total. The e-scooter trial,

25. Discernment (5)

being led by the West of England Combined Authority in

27. Damp (5)
28. Woollen fabric (5)
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Community meeting

DOWN

1. Genuine, earnest (7) 1. Boats (5)

15. Ancient harp (4)

will not tolerate discrimination in any form and we held this
accelerated hearing as soon as possible to ensure they were
rooted out of the police service and are unable to serve
again.”

partnership with Bristol City Council, Bath & North East
Somerset Council, and South Gloucestershire Council,
was recently extended to November.
The Week in • Wednesday 15th June 2022

Ongoing work to help
Ukraine and refugees
A collection of tools for
Ukraine at the Baptist
Church Hall in Keynsham
at the weekend resulted in a
total of six boxes being
filled.
The charity Hope for Ukraine
had asked people to take
along their unwanted items to
a stall at Saturday’s Repair
Café.
The vast majority of people
who responded to the appeal
had read about it in The Week
In.
Meanwhile the charity has set
up a small ‘boutique’ at its
Brislington hub at Carmel City Church for
hosts who would like to bring any Ukrainian
guests to choose free items, including clothes
and toiletries. Visits need to be by
appointment and can be booked by emailing
info@hopeforukraine.org.uk to arrange.
The charity is also looking for any local
groups, such as Scouts, Guides, toddler
groups and WIs, who may be interested in

The Week in • Wednesday 15th June 2022

Lucy Emery & Garry
Abson collecting
tools for Ukraine

working together on a project.
Hope for Ukraine has already sent more than
10 tonnes of aid to people in need in Ukraine
and is collecting items for a second lorry
load.
For up-to-date opening times of drop-off
points and what’s needed check
https://hopeforukraine.org.uk/ or search
‘Hope for Ukraine Bristol’ on Facebook.
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The Community Page

Bitton Parish Council
At the May Annual General
Meeting of the Parish, Councillor
Matt Bridge was voted in as the
Chair of the Council for 2022/23.
If you would like to contact Matt
with any concerns within the
Parish, please refer to the contact
page
on
our
website
www.bittonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee Celebrations

Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee celebrations
We hosted our own afternoon tea to celebrate the Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee. It was great to see residents singing along
to songs sung by the Black Sheep Harmony Choir. A great
afternoon was had by all.

To mark the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, Bitton Parish
Council installed a bench along Siston Brook off
Hazelbury Drive. The Clerk has received great feedback
from the local residents and it’s been great to drive
through and see this in good use.

David Diamond, left, & Roger Spooner

Tree planting
at golf club
To mark the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, Keynsham Rotary
provided an oak sapling which was planted by president elect
Roger Spooner at Saltford Golf Club on the evening that the
beacon was lit.
Joining him was golf club chairman David Diamond, Chris
Essex from Salford Community Association, and parish
council chairman Chris Warren.
Saltford Golf Club are thanked for their hospitality,
specifically catering manager Paul Faulkner.

How to contact your Parish:
Contact Mrs Kelly Fry, Clerk to Bitton Parish
Council – 01454 868102 or email
clerk@bittonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Crowning glory
at WI party
Keynsham WI enjoyed an afternoon tea party to celebrate the
Platinum Jubilee.
The committee decorated the meeting room at the Royal
British Legion with balloons and bunting and everyone was
asked to wear red, white and blue. Games were played and
the winner of a competition to make a crown was Carol
Morris for her crocheted one. She won the Maureen Gerrish
Award in memory of a past president.
Bonny Price

The Parish Council are joining
forces again this summer with
Swift Sports Coaching to host
Sports Camps on Tuesdays and
Thursdays throughout August for
children living within the Parish.
Schools will be contacted with details of how to book.
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‘Clean and Green’ campaign in Keynsham
A 12-month project has recently been launched to boost
graffiti removal and increase routine street cleansing in
Bath & North East Somerset.
Keynsham is the first place the ‘Clean and Green’ project is
being implemented.
The council campaign offers free graffiti removal to domestic
properties with quotes available for commercial buildings.
An additional officer has been recruited to respond to an
increased demand for graffiti removal. To arrange graffiti
removal, residents and business owners can complete an
online form. Graffiti in public places can be reported using
‘Fix My Street’ on the council’s website.
A Clean and Green team will be working with community
volunteer groups and local councillors to highlight problem
areas and organise community action days.
And an extra response team have also been added to ensure
that overhanging vegetation is frequently cut back and signs
are visible on highways and in parks.
The campaign is also investing in additional staff and
equipment to carry out regular maintenance of streets from
weeds. This is because the council is no longer using the
chemical weedkiller glyphosate, meaning more labourintensive manual and mechanical weed removal is necessary.
‘No Place for Litter’ hubs across B&NES will now be stocked
with hoes, brushes and shovels volunteers can borrow for
weed removal. If you are part of a local community group
and would like a hub near you, you can request one by email
to cleanandgreen@bathnes.gov.uk

Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee Celebrations

Jubilee thanks
After the amazing jubilee events that took place in the parish
on 2nd and 3rd June, Siston Parish Council would like to
thank some of the people that made it happen: Ian Adams
who managed events from the outset, John Stallard
for arranging the musical acts and who was MC for the day;
district councillors Steve Reade and Kim Scudamore for
their help on the day and Cllr Reade for cleaning up
afterwards; and parish councillors for their help and
support. To all those not noted please accept my thanks and
gratitude for your input. Most importantly those who came
along and enjoyed themselves. This makes all the work
worthwhile.
Andrew Stacey, Chair, Siston Parish Council

David Wood, Cabinet member for Neighbourhood Services, right, joined the
graffiti removal team in Kelston Road Park in Keynsham

RUH celebrates opening of Breast Unit extension
Patients and staff celebrated the official opening last
Wednesday of the Breast Unit extension at the Royal
United Hospital in Bath.
More than £1m has been invested into the expansion
project by the hospital’s charity, RUHX.
The facilities are now open and fully operational
benefitting 406 new patients every year, as well as existing
patients and staff who care for them.
This includes a dedicated treatment room, improved

consultation and examination areas and a new waiting area,
which has improved patient flow and experience. Plans
are also in place to build an additional dedicated breast
ultrasound room and enhanced radiology reporting
room.
Rhyannon Boyd, head of RUHX, said: “We are proud and
delighted to see the Breast Unit extension completed, and
we are extremely grateful to the 850 generous supporters
that funded the renovation.”

Situations Vacant

Vacancy
to fill?
Advertising in The
Week In is an
effective and low
cost option.

Call Tracy on

0117 986 0381.

Jubilee film
Keynsham residents were asked to share memories of
royal visits and jubilee celebrations, and of the town in
years gone by for a special film to mark the Platinum
Jubilee.
Edited by local filmmaker Andrew Hassenruck, it is now
available to watch online. Search YouTube for
Celebrating Keynsham - A Platinum Jubilee Film.
The Week in • Wednesday 15th June 2022
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Sudoku Solutions
1-Easy
4
9
1
7
5
3
6
8
2

2
3
6
8
4
1
7
5
9

8
7
5
9
6
2
4
1
3

1
6
7
4
3
5
9
2
8

Crossword Solution

2-Hard
5
8
9
2
1
7
3
6
4

3
2
4
6
8
9
5
7
1

9
5
8
1
7
4
2
3
6

6
4
3
5
2
8
1
9
7

7
1
2
3
9
6
8
4
5

Service Directory
Aerials

Aerials

Appliances

Blinds

Computers

Driveways

Garden Services

Electrical

Home Help

Garden Services

Blinds
An advert
like this costs

An advert
like this costs

An advert
like this costs

£21.00

£21.00

£21.00

+ VAT

+ VAT

+ VAT

per insert

per insert

per insert

Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks

Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks

Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks
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Home
Maintenance

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM
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Service Directory
Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Oven Cleaning

Plumbing

Sewing Lessons

Venue Hire

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

Adverts cost £4.20 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper
each insertion

£21.00
Painting
& Decorating

Telephone
Engineers

Waste Disposal

+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

D.JAMES DECORATING
Over 40 years’ Experience.
Qualified tradesman
Efficient/Reliable.
References Available
07861 898902. 01275
831696 or visit our website
www.djamesdecorating.com

Adverts cost £4.20 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper

Plumbing

each insertion

becomes

becomes

1 week - £21

1 week - £21

2 weeks - £18.90
4 wk - £17.85
6 wk - £16.80
8 wk - £15.75

An advert
like this costs

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

2 weeks - £18.90
4 wk - £17.85
6 wk - £16.80

£21.00
+ VAT

8 wk - £15.75

Tree Services

12 wk - £14.70

per insert

12 wk - £14.70

26 wk - £13.65

Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks

26 wk - £13.65

52 wk - £12.60

52 wk - £12.60

All prices per week
exc VAT

All prices per week
exc VAT

Roofing

Wigs

You don't have to book
successive weeks.
You can choose
fortnightly, monthly
or specific insertion
dates as long as the
total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.

You don't have to book
successive weeks.
You can choose
fortnightly, monthly
or specific insertion
dates as long as the
total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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