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Several people injured during police
pursuit from Bristol to Keynsham
Several people were injured at the weekend as police
pursued a car from the centre of Bristol to
Keynsham via the M32 and Ring Road.
The incident has been referred to the Independent
Office for Police Conduct (IOPC) due to police
involvement prior to two collisions.
Officers had been responding to concern for a woman
who was reportedly pulled into a silver Ford car against
her will in Anchor Road in the city shortly before
midnight on Saturday.
During the course of the pursuit, which ended on

Wellsway, the Ford was involved in a collision with two
pedestrians on St Augustine’s Parade in Bristol. They
received medical attention for minor injuries.
A further collision occurred on the northbound
carriageway of the M32 between the police car and
another vehicle. Three members of the public were
taken to hospital with injuries said to be non-lifethreatening.
Avon & Somerset Police said the Ford was then
pursued onto the A4174 Ring Road towards Keynsham.
It was stopped by officers on Wellsway at around

Police car collides with traffic lights
A police car collided with traffic lights in Longwell Green
last Tuesday after reportedly swerving to avoid another
vehicle. An Avon & Somerset Police spokesperson said:
“On 26th April at 7.50pm, officers responding to a 999 call
were involved in a single vehicle collision in Longwell
Green after swerving to avoid another driver.
“The police vehicle collided with a set of traffic lights at
the junction of Marsham Way and Woodward Drive.
“Minor damage was caused to the lights. The local council
has been informed. The police vehicle also suffered minor
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damage and was later recovered from the scene. No injuries
were reported.”
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12.20am on Sunday.
One of the occupants of the Ford, a man his mid-20s,
left the scene and was located by officers nearby. He
was arrested for multiple offences including dangerous
driving and failing to stop for police.”
The man was taken to hospital to be checked over. A
female passenger was also taken to hospital for
treatment for minor injuries. Police said that appropriate
safeguarding measures had been put in place for her
welfare.
The M32 northbound was closed while an investigation
took place at the scene of that collision. The road was
reopened shortly after 8am on Sunday.
Any witnesses who have not yet spoken to police are
asked to call 101 quoting reference 5222102562.
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Plans revealed for more than 70 flats
on regenerated industrial site
Plans have been drawn up to redevelop the Exhibition

flats. Forty of the flats would be shared ownership and

House site in Soundwell into three blocks of flats.

33 available for social rent.

The buildings at North View and Hayward Road are part of the

Just 18 car parking spaces are proposed but the

former Hayward Industrial Estate.

developers say the site is in a sustainable location with

A public consultation on behalf of Sovereign Housing

good bus links and within convenient access of local

Association is under way into proposals for 73 new homes, of

shops and other amenities in the east Bristol area.

which 40 would be two-bedroom flats and 33 one-bedroom

The proposal also includes commercial units offering
flexible workspace. Vehicle access would be via
Hayward Road with pedestrian access between each
of the three blocks.
The public consultation and feedback questionnaire
are available to view and fill in until Thursday 12th
May. Visit http://www.blackboxplanning.co.uk/north-

How it might look

view-soundwell/

Exhibition House

Sovereign Housing Association and Black Box Planning will

ready for occupation in summer 2024.

then review the feedback which they say will help to evolve

With only 18 parking spaces planned for 73 homes, concern

the design of the proposal.

has already been raised on social media about parking on North

A planning application will then be submitted to South

View and Hayward Road already being “chaotic” with cars

Gloucestershire Council later this year and the developers hope

associated with local businesses and because of the lack of

to start work on the site in early 2023 with the first new homes

driveways and garages in existing residential streets.

Rise in number of foodbank parcels provided

An aerial view of the site

New figures from Keynsham Foodbank reveal 1,364
emergency food parcels were provided to local people who
couldn’t afford essentials between April 2021 and March
2022, with 637 going to children.
This is a 6% increase on 2019-20. The foodbank believes
the rise is due to finances being hit by the increasing cost
of living, the impact of £20 a week being cut from
Universal Credit payments, and insecure or low-paid work.
The foodbank is part of the Trussell Trust network, which
has experienced its busiest winter outside of the height of
the pandemic in 2020. Foodbanks in the network provided
more than 2.1 million parcels to people on the lowest
incomes across the UK from 1st April 2021 to 31st March
2022. This is a 14% increase on pre-pandemic figures in
2019-20.
Gwen Edwards, chair of Keynsham Foodbank’s trustees,
said: “There’ll always be a role for strong community

groups looking out for their neighbours, and we're so
grateful for the generous support of our volunteers and to
local people who have donated to the foodbank. But it
shouldn’t be needed. No one should be pushed deeper
into poverty without enough money for the things we all
need.
“At the moment the situation is only set to get worse, as
this is just the start of the cost of living crisis. But we know
what’s pushing people to need foodbanks like ours, so we
know what needs to be done. People cannot afford to wait
any longer for support – UK, national and local
governments at all levels must use their powers and take
urgent action to strengthen our social security system so it
keeps up with the true cost of living.”
For more information, including how to donate food or
money to the foodbank, and how to get help, visit
https://keynsham.foodbank.org.uk/

Gang use angle
grinder during raid
A group of five or six men used an angle grinder to force
entry to a garage on Charnhill Drive in Mangotsfield at
approximately 4.15am on Saturday 23rd April.
It is thought that the offenders made off with two
motorbikes, one of which was found at Woodchester in
Kingswood. The other bike is an off-road Honda model
which doesn’t have a registration number.
If you have any information call the police on 101 and
quote the reference number 5222095711. Alternatively
call Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111.
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Whitchurch teenager convicted of
manslaughter of rival gang member
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Barrs Court, Bitton, Brislington,
Cadbury Heath, Compton Dando,
Corston, Downend, Emersons Green,
Fishponds, Hanham, Hillfields,
Keynsham, Kingswood, Longwell
Green, Mangotsfield, Marksbury,
North Common, Oldland Common,
Pucklechurch, Saltford, Staple Hill,
Stockwood, St George, Warmley,
Whitchurch, Wick, Willsbridge.

A 19-year-old Whitchurch man has been found
guilty of manslaughter at Bristol Crown Court.
Last week a jury dismissed Kairon Sawyers' claim
that he was acting in self-defence when he stabbed
and killed 18-year-old Dontae Davis in Lawrence
Hill on 14th October 2021. He was acquitted of
murder.
The court heard that Sawyers and Dontae associated
with different groups and there was a history of
hostility and violence.
Detectives found an image of Kairon Sawyers
posing with a large knife on his social media and
the month after Dontae's death, Sawyers appeared
in a music video on social media. The song's title
and lyrics “splash and brag” mean “stab and boast”.
The video, shown in court, sees a group burn a
green bandana similar to one in Dontae's possession, an
emblem of his group.
Sawyers was handed a sentence of nine years by The
Recorder of Bristol His Honour Judge Peter Blair, with a
further 12 months to run
concurrently for possession
of a bladed article.
The judge said: "Bristol has
had enough of knife crime.

Dontae
Davis

Kairon
Sawyers

The picture of you holding the knife on social media is
unacceptable. You took your knife, which was a high-risk
action that was likely to result in serious injury and high
degree of danger, although you had no intent to kill.
"The aggravating factors are your previous conviction in
2019 as well as the disposal of the knife and clothing in this
incident to avoid being caught.”
A 17-year-old boy, who cannot be named, stabbed Sawyers
and admitted wounding with intent at an earlier hearing. He
was handed a 24-month Detention and Training Order.
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Villagers confront the electric vehicle
‘chargepoint desert’ in North East Somerset
The community of Farmborough says it is
tackling the “chargepoint desert” in North
East Somerset by installing two
chargepoints with the social enterprise
Charge My Street.
Residents who are considering switching to
an electric vehicle now have the option to
charge up while at Farmborough Memorial
Hall or the local shop and café, thanks to two
new fast-charging points installed by
Cumbrian-based Charge my Street.

The chargepoints were installed and set live
by TH White Group. They are aimed at local
people without home charging points and
visitors who want to charge up during their
stay, as well as those using the village hall,
or the community shop and café next door.
Cllr Sam Ross, of Farmborough Parish
Council, said, “We are currently the only
24/7 publicly accessible chargepoint in a
five-mile radius of the village; as electric
vehicles become the norm, it is incredibly

Keynsham Good Citizen Award winners
Five people who make Keynsham a better
place to live have been honoured by the
town council.
The presentation of the 2020 and 2021
Good Citizen awards took place during the
recent annual town meeting in The Space.
Adrian Inker received a Lifetime
Achievement Award for his outstanding
contribution to the community. The
presentation of his award had been delayed
from 2020 because of the pandemic.
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Antony French and Wilf Harrison received
awards for their outstanding contributions
to the 1st Keynsham Scout Group. Jim
Bernard was awarded for his outstanding
contribution to Keynsham community
projects, including Keynsham in Bloom.
And Mary Burnard received a Lifetime
Achievement Award for her outstanding
contribution to Keynsham and District
Talking Newspaper, which provides a free
service for visually impaired listeners.

important that rural villages such as
Farmborough are not left behind.
“Whenever possible, the chargepoints draw
power from the hall’s solar array. As the
community shop and café are members of the
Plunkett Foundation, we were made aware of
Charge My Street at one of their webinars. I
contacted Charge My Street as I believed that
having the chargepoints would be very
beneficial to the village as it will allow
residents without off-street parking to charge
their current or prospective electric vehicle.”
Cllr Ross added: “Previously, our local ward
councillor had been ignored by the local
authority when requesting Government
funding set aside to install chargepoints in
our rural village. It is important to invest
economically and socially in rural
communities such as ourselves, and the
chargepoints bring another service to our
village.”
Local residents can charge up their vehicles
on a pay-as-you-go basis or on a monthly
energy package from £25 a month. More
details can be found on the Charge My Street

Cllr Sam Ross of Farmborough
Parish Council with the new 2 x 22kW
chargepoints.

website.
B&NES Council’s website says there is an
ongoing project to expand the public charge
point network. Outside of Bath the website
shows there are EV chargers at the Fox and
Hounds car park in Keynsham and Dragonfly
Leisure Centre in Midsomer Norton.
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Trampoline venue to
close this month
Longwell Green trampoline park Flip
Out is closing on 23rd May.
The venue in Aldermoor Way announced
last week that due to the redevelopment of
the local area, the council had served it with
a compulsory purchase order.
Plans to redevelop the Kingswood Industrial
Estate at Aldermoor Way were submitted to
South Gloucestershire Council last year with
a decision still pending. The proposed

redevelopment includes modern and
innovative employment, leisure and
community facilities. Majestic Gymnastics is
currently based in a rented unit at the
Saville’s Freights site that faces demolition.
We reported in Issue 717 that a new home
had been found for Majestic at the old
Grange School and Sports College site in
Warmley which is due to be redeveloped for
housing and sporting facilities.

Dangerous driving and antisocial behaviour concerns
Neighbourhood police in Keynsham say
there has been an increase in the use of
scooters and off-road motorbikes being
ridden around the town in the afternoon
and into the evening. Last week they said
inquiries were ongoing in relation to three
stolen motorcycles/scooters from Bristol
that were being ridden “dangerously” in
Keynsham.
The team say they are restricted by safety
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on tactics to stop the riders so encourage
anyone who has footage or screen shots
from social media that may help with
identification to contact them via the Avon
& Somerset Police website or by calling
101. The team also say that the town centre
has seen a “moderate” increase in youths
causing anti-social behaviour and damage.
They encourage people to call 101 and to
send in any images.

The Week in • Wednesday 4th May 2022

20 iPads donated to Ukrainian refugee families in Saltford
Futura Learning Partnership has donated
20 iPads to Saltford Community
Association to be distributed to Ukrainian

refugee families being hosted in the area.
The association has formed a support group
to help hosts and the families coming to stay
with them.
Chris Essex, the association’s
treasurer,
said:
“The
community association will
be welcoming each family
with a substantial welcome
pack. We are aware of over
20 potential hosts in and
around Saltford and the first
Richard May
family arrived on Easter
presenting the
iPads to Chris
Saturday.
Essex
“We understand they were in

Appeal to identify key witness
Police investigating a GBH assault in
Speedwell earlier this year are appealing
for a potential key witness to come
forward.
On Sunday 16th January between 6pm and
6.30pm at a bus stop on Whitefield Road,
a man in his 30s was assaulted with a knife
after an altercation. He was treated in
hospital for cuts to his neck and upper
body and is now recovering. A man in his
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40s has been charged with wounding
and possession of a bladed article. He
has been remanded in custody, pending
trial.
Police believe a motorist who reportedly
stopped and spoke with both victim and
offender just before the assault may have
vital information that could assist their
investigation. Call 101 quoting reference
5222012370.

tears when they opened the welcome pack
complete with one of the donated iPads.
These iPads will be so helpful in allowing
families to translate as well as communicate
with family and friends in Ukraine or
elsewhere in Europe.”
Richard May, head of IT services at Futura
Learning Partnership, which was previously
known as the Wellsway Multi Academy
Trust, said: “When we heard of this need, we
immediately wanted to help. We had a stock
of iPads which we had recently retired from

use in our local schools. We are very aware
that we had received various gifts of IT
equipment from local businesses and the
members of the public during the COVID
pandemic, so it seemed only fitting if we
could help give something back to the
community.”
The iPads are no longer suitable for use in the
partnership’s 13 schools as they are not
compatible with the latest software. They
were refurbished before being donated to the
refugee families.

How you can help next aid mission
The team at charity Hope for Ukraine say
that now that the first delivery of
humanitarian aid has reached its
destination, they have been able to learn
best how to pack the next lorry and what
will be useful to send.
A lorry load of more than 10 tonnes of aid
was driven from Keynsham to Suceava in
Romania last month. A priest then arranged
for its onward journey to Chernivtsi in
Ukraine.
The charity is now appealing for large and
medium sized ‘laundry’ bags for packing.

The shopping list of items includes nonperishable food; medical, tools and
sleeping equipment; laundry, towels and
toiletries; and baby items and underwear.
For more details search ‘Hope for Ukraine
Bristol’ on
Facebook
or
visit
https://hopeforukraine.org.uk/
The charity is based at Carmel City Church
in Brislington. The Keynsham drop-off
points are St John's Church office and
Community at 67 and there is one at Lime
Landscaping in Willsbridge. For up-to-date
opening times check the website.
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LETTERS
Planners should have
kept cycle lane simple

the problems with Keynsham High Street

And now thankfully all that is in the past, cost

also be removed.

but hadn't realised that it was all the fault

to the NHS/taxpayer = zero, and I'll just share

Name withheld

of evil cyclists until I read Mr Berry's letter

one of the cyclists' secrets (there are a few): it's

Dear Editor

last week - and as a sometime cyclist

a LOT of fun. Oh OK, another is buns of steel!

I was pleased to read that at last someone with

(though also sometime driver and sometime

Y'all take care out there.

authority is addressing the safety concerns over

pedestrian) I almost feel the need to

A cyclist

Keynsham High Street’s controversial cycle

apologise…almost.

(Oldland - Clifton and back again each

lane (Cllr Alan Hales’ letter, Issue 727).

OK, to start with I looked up ‘sanctimonious’

workday)

The toll of pedestrians becoming injured as a

and apparently it means to make a show of

result of the hazardous stepped kerb to the new

being morally superior. Whilst I don't think

cycle lane has reached an unacceptable level.

that's what I do (and few who know me would

The double-stepped kerb needs to be removed

use the words morally superior) I can't help

Pedestrianisation
concerns

before there’s a fatality – along with the

thinking that Mr Berry's problem is that he

Dear Editor

incongruous island running through the High

feels in some way morally inferior because of

While it is nice to see Councillors Hal Macfie

Street!

all

and Andy Wait are grateful to Conservative

the

problems

caused

by

people

Memorial Flight
Dear Editor
You printed in your 20th April edition about ‘A
flypast of legendary planes’ taking place on 3rd
June. This will be the Battle of Britain
Memorial Flight. There is only one remaining
flying Lancaster Bomber in the UK and one in
Canada. That's it, worldwide!
These three planes are a regular feature at the
bigger air displays, not just three planes from
World War II thrown together to fly over
Warmley.

unnecessarily driving.

councillor Alan Hale (Letters Issue 726)

None of us like it but the way climate change

regarding the High Street, it concerns me

is going we're all going to have to do our bit

that all three wish to pedestrianise the High

(whatever

the

Street, and will waste time and money

Government, 76% of journeys under two miles

mounting a campaign asking residents what

are made by motor vehicle; convenient yes,

they want, but do what they themselves want

good for the environment, less so (especially

regardless.

when catalytic converters don't work that well

And yes, we have become accustomed to it by

School deserves praise

that

is).

According

to

The importance of the Battle of Britain cannot
be over-stressed; if Hitler had won the battle of
the skies, we would be under a very different
administration today.
Richard Hibbs, Kingswood

on journeys less than five miles from a cold

being obliged to, not wantonly, as with having

Dear Editor

To keep cyclists safe, all that was required

start).

to turn left at the top of Bath Hill, rather than

I just wanted to say massive good luck to Mrs

(which is currently in place) was a metre-wide

However, a lot of people would like to cycle

being able to go straight into Temple Street.

Haydon and the team at The Tynings School in

dedicated area of road surface next to the

more but just don't feel safe enough on the

B Charles

Staple Hill who have just had their first Ofsted

pavement kerb with markings clearly stating

roads and I can't blame them; it is extremely

‘CYCLISTS ONLY’ along the route. This

unpleasant to have someone pass you at over

simple and uncomplicated designated cycle

40mph six inches from your elbow, let alone

Where are the cyclists?

lane was all the council needed to do. Why the

maniacs trying to actively endanger you for

Dear Editor

Keep up the great work. It’s a great school and

accompanied non-essential island with bollards

daring to hold them up for 30 seconds

Over the last three days when shopping in

my children are very happy there.

and other additional features were deemed

(thankfully very, very rare).

Keynsham High Street I have witnessed two

Richard

necessary is a mystery.

One answer is to physically segregate bikes and

bad falls due the bicycle lane kerbing, but, as

I hope Cllr Hale’s attempt to solve the cycle

cars and if this means swapping from a painted

yet, no sign of any cyclists.

lane problem is successful. Meanwhile the

line (safe? not really) to a raised kerb, then so

If the idea was to make the shopping

Lack of democracy

highway planners who designed the pedestrian

be it - if you build it, they will come (and we'll

experience more pleasurable, then that has

Dear Editor

nightmare need to reflect on the misery their

ALL benefit).

been an expensive failure.

Anne Gale, your letter published in Issue 727

badly thought-out project is causing.

Whilst I'm still not claiming moral superiority,

I can remember when traffic flowed sweetly in

has brought to readers’ attention something of

what I will claim is health superiority

either direction and pedestrians just waited or

grave importance.

compared to myself 10 years ago. I didn't mind

used the pedestrian crossing. Even the tiny

Democracy is at the very heart of our culture.

The benefits of making
cycling safer

being obese, nor high blood pressure/high

pavement squares which replaced our beautiful

We should be proud of the attention we pay to

cholesterol/bad cholesterol mix/dodgy knee -

slate slabs (since reused in Bath) didn’t claim

the voice of the people. We ask, we consult, we

just a bit of middle-aged spread/getting older -

as many victims.

have referenda, laws are passed that we hope

Dear Editor

but a diagnosis of pre-diabetes made me

If it is decided to pedestrianise the whole High

will protect us as we go about our daily lives.

I've read with interest the recent coverage of

change my lifestyle.

Street, I trust the underused cycle lanes will

And not for nothing do talk about having

Philip Gannaway
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inspection since 2018.
They deserve a great ranking as they all put so
much effort in.
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LETTERS
principles or integrity.

transparency whatever, just people apparently

Recently people in Kingswood were consulted

‘advising’ behind closed doors.

about the possibility of having an area called a

Do I mind the lack of democracy? Of course, I

parish or district. Sadly, for consultation

do. Where would we be without democratic

purposes, the area was just a solitary boundary

principles? Sadly, we know the answer to that.

line on a map, not even orientated north or

Thank you, Anne, I respect you for the integrity

south, or with road names or other signs and

you have shown and were willing to share with

symbols which people need to know clearly

us.

what area is to being proposed. Lack of

Cllr April JLC Begley

information was also an issue – people needed

Kingswood ward

to be given the full facts of what they were
being consulted on: they were not.
though I had been elected to represent the ward

What’s going on with the
42 bus?

of Kingswood and have lived for 52 years just

Dear Editor

over the Kingswood ward boundary in

The 42 bus has always been a problem.

Hanham. But fair enough, as it was right for the

Nothing to do with COVID!

residents of Kingswood only to speak. I did not

You can be waiting for the 42 and see two or

comment on the question being asked, not

three 43s in succession. Usually empty. If there

wishing to influence the answer in anyway. But

really is a shortage of drivers, why are there so

I did know of the previous two consultations

many 43 buses? Surely it would make more

when the answer was ‘No’.

sense to have an equal number of 42s and 43s.

I had also been present at meetings where I

Even though the 42 is supposed to be an hourly

could hear the ‘I want a Kingswood

service, buses are regularly cancelled and fail

parish/district’ being strongly advocated by the

to arrive. What is going on?

leader of the council, telling people what he

The 37 bus, which used to run to Bath, via

thought and presumably he would want them

Hanham, was always busy and well used. Then

to think and how he would want them

the times were changed and the last bus leaving

answered. Perhaps many might have answered:

Bath was 12.30pm. What on earth use is that?

‘Wait for a better time.’

So of course, people using the service dwindled

Anne’s letter to those thousands of people who

which resulted in the service being withdrawn.

read the previous week’s paper now comes to

The 45 bus, which runs through Hanham, was

the fore. As Anne rightly says, we now have a

always reliable and now they too have services

blatant rejection of a consultation process when

cancelled or not turning up.

the answer, however demonstrated, didn’t suit.

I wrote a letter to Metro Mayor Dan Norris,

And an advisory board existing of a hand-

who has a lot to say about the bus services.

picked group of people with not one of the six

And, surprise, surprise, he said that he had

elected councillors who represent Kingswood

nothing to do with the bus services.

people on it, having no minutes or normal

Mags, Hanham

I say ‘we’ but I was rightly not consulted

Good Ofsted rating for
Mangotsfield School
for the first time
Mangotsfield School at Rodway
Hill has been rated as good by
Ofsted for the first time in its
history.
The school became an academy in
2015 after two consecutive visits by
Ofsted said it needed improvement.
In March 2018 it was also rated as
requiring improvement but following
a visit by an inspection team last month, the
1,079-pupil school is now said to be good in
all categories.
The report says: “Mangotsfield School is
rapidly improving. New leaders have raised
expectations. Pupils are working harder.
Leaders have introduced useful ways to
establish an orderly atmosphere and improve
the curriculum. Staff, pupils and parents and
carers recognise that expectations have
increased. Many say that the school is a
much better place to learn. They value being
part of this community-focused, ambitious
school.”
The report recognises the impact of the
pandemic on the education system but
praises how quickly school leaders were able

Charity abseil down tower
Fundraisers will be abseiling 100ft down
St John the Baptist Church’s tower in
Keynsham this weekend (7th and 8th

Sudoku
1-Easy

to reintroduce the wide range of extracurricular activities and school trips on offer.
Mangotsfield School is part of Castle School
Education Trust (CSET), which includes
several others in South Gloucestershire
including Downend School and Lyde Green
Primary School.
Mangotsfield School headteacher Hetty
Blackmore said: “It is the first time the
school has been awarded a ‘good’ in the 60
years there has been a school on this site.
Everyone has worked so hard for this
outcome. I am thrilled that the Mangotsfield
School community now has the recognition
it deserves. Working with our brilliant
students and staff every day is a joy and I am
very proud to be part of this school.”

May). The joint community event with
Keynsham Mencap and the church has
proved so popular that it has sold out.

SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 8th May

2 -Hard

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green
(10.30am-4pm)
Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm)
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)
Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park
(9.30am-4.30pm)
Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH
(10am-4pm)
Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)
Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds
(10am-4pm)
Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway
(11am-5pm)

The Week in • Wednesday 4th May 2022

9

‘Meltdown’ on the buses
A prominent bus campaigner is calling

explain to the public just what is going on

It is understood that the bus companies

recovery fund has dwindled in recent

for local bus companies to be held to

in what he calls the latest “bus meltdown”.

may be up to 100 drivers short in the region

months and the final payment this month

account over continued failings and

First introduced its latest timetable on

due to sickness and staff retention issues.

is intended to take them through to

service cancellations.

Sunday 24th April which managing

Drivers have taken to social media citing

October, by which time the Government

David Redgewell, from Bus Users UK,

director Doug Claringbold had claimed

poor pay and conditions for the reason they

believes that passenger numbers will have

wants bus chiefs, local councils and the

would reduce service levels to a point

have left their jobs while the lure of better

returned to pre-pandemic levels.

West of England Combined Committee to

where they could be delivered reliably.

paid jobs driving lorries remains an

But Mr Redgewell says: “A recovery in bus

attend an urgent bus users’ forum and

But on the first working day of operation,

attraction for others.

services (to pre-pandemic levels) just isn’t

David Redgewell says he

“I know there are still problems with

going to happen and the only people to

was

with

drivers falling ill with COVD and First is

benefit from the current situation are Uber

calls and messages from

struggling with staff retention while locked

drivers.”

stranded passengers in

in a wage dispute with the unions. But

Bus companies are caught in something of

Thornbury,

Yate,

these are the worst cuts to services in this

a perfect storm with more people working

south

area since 2008,” said Mr Redgewell.

from home for at least part of the week (see

Bristol due to buses not

“The bus companies are receiving large

opposite) and those who rely on buses

turning up. There were

sums of taxpayers’ money and they need to

having to make alternative plans to get to

reports

evening

be open with the public about what is going

work. It does make the chances of

cancellations on the 349

on. The West of England Mayor needs to

passenger revenues returning to pre-

in Keynsham and in one

get on top of this and call a public meeting

pandemic levels somewhat remote.

instance a 14-year-old

where they can face the passengers they are

Anger boiled over at last week’s meeting

student took three hours

letting down.”

of the South Gloucestershire Council

and needed three separate

Since lockdown in March 2020, bus

Scrutiny Commission too. One member of

buses to get to Filton

companies have received money from the

the public decried the removal of bus

College from their home

Government to compensate for the lack of

routes from Thornbury to Filton College

in Thornbury. Stagecoach

passenger revenue. They also receive

and Cribbs Causeway as a kick in the teeth

West

suffered

service support funding from the West of

for students and young people. The

on

bus

England Combined Authority for routes

commission chair, Cllr Maggie Tyrrell, was

South

which are not self-sufficient but deemed

due to write to the West of England

socially necessary. But the bus service

Combined Authority to express its anger at

bombarded

Fishponds

and

of

also

cancellations
routes
David Redgewell

in

Gloucestershire.

Crossword
ACROSS

DOWN

1. Fits of temper (8)

2. Shrub (6)

8. Turning force (6)

3. Thin paper (6)

9. Church service (4)

4. Overturns (6)

10. Knight's title (3)

5. Pace (6)

11. Away from the
coast (6)

6. Gambol (6)

12. Located (8)

12. Move along swiftly (4)

15. Stroke (6)

13. Threesome (4)

16. Engraved (6)

14. Requests (4)

20. Sleep lightly (6)

17. Cloth strip (4)

24. Orchard fruits (6)

18. Opening (4)

27. Respectful (8)

19. Powder (4)

28. Arrow case (6)

21. Russian currency (6)

29. Girl's name (3)

22. Winged monster (6)

30. Inflamed swelling
(4)

23. Misprints (6)

31. Red wine (6)
32. Short narrative (8)
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7. Subtlety (6)

24. Seek retribution (6)
25. Examined deeply (6)
26. Join the military (6)
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the situation and invite Regional Mayor

companies have been able to operate routes

Mr Norris also told BBC Radio Bristol:

cohesive communities.

Dan Norris to attend the next meeting to

wherever they wanted on a commercial

“The problem is the system. Not all buses

But in the meantime David Redgewell

respond.

basis. Where bus services were deemed

make money.”

wants the bus companies to face their

Speaking on BBC Radio Bristol last week,

socially necessary but not profitable

Later in the week, Bristol’s Mayor Marvin

public

Dan Norris said his ability to help was

(mainly evenings and weekends), the local

Rees went a step further by calling for the

questions: where is the recovery plan, how

limited: “Where bus services face cuts I

transport authority (usually councils and

buses to be taken back into public control.

to get buses running on time and how to

always try to help but the recent number of

now the West of England Combined

He said that as private companies, bus

tell the public about the services that are

cuts is far beyond what money I have.”

Authority) is responsible.

companies have to make a return for their

running.

According to both David Redgewell and

Mr Redgewell says: “I cannot see the

shareholders

locally

And for any complaints about bus services,

the Mayor, it is the way bus services are

commercial system coming back. There

accountable. He said a publicly controlled

the public should address them to the

run which needs changing. Since Margaret

has to be a new system that works for the

bus service along the lines being proposed

Regional Mayor (see the advert on page

Thatcher deregulated bus services in 1986,

benefit of passengers.”

in Manchester would help build more

12).

and

are

not

and

answers

the

following

More buses, but
what about drivers?
It was perhaps just fate but on the same day
as passengers were complaining about
cancelled bus services in our region, trials
began in Scotland of driverless buses.
We are a long way from seeing such a
phenomenon on roads around Bristol and
even the trials taking place require a driver
to be at the wheel to take over in case of
any malfunction.
But the West of England Combined
Authority has recently been awarded more

than £1/2bn in its City Regional
Sustainable Transport Settlement and
£105m specifically for its Bus Service
Improvement Programme.
A key part of the future strategy for the
region involves prioritising bus corridors
along key routes, including the A4 between
Bristol and Bath. The notion of ‘turn up
and go’ services clearly relies on a lot of
buses, and as things stand, they will all
need drivers.

Work from home
or catch the bus?
The issue of home working has clear
consequences for public transport. It has
also focused the attention of some of our
local politicians.
In March 2020, home working became a
necessity for many as the country went into
lockdown. One of the unintended
consequences is that several organisations
found that the system brought benefits.
B&NES Council for example, has
reconfigured its offices in Keynsham’s
Market Walk to function as a central HQ
for staff who now routinely work split
weeks between home and office.
Meanwhile North East Somerset MP Jacob
Rees-Mogg has made headlines for leaving
messages on empty desks in Whitehall as
part of his drive to get civil servants back
The Week in • Wednesday 4th May 2022

to face-to-face working. He doubled down
on that when in Bristol recently to open a
new hub for HM Revenue & Customs. He
also told reporters that his constituents
were almost all motorists and that people
seemed to be trying at every turn to make
their lives harder.
But during his BBC Radio interview, West
of England Regional Mayor Dan Norris
said around 50% of his staff were working
from home and it should be a serious
consideration as part of the region’s drive
to net zero emissions.
He said: “This is the new normal. People
can be just as productive working from
home, and it has led to an improvement in
many people’s lives. Any pressure to force
people back to the office is unwise.”
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The Community Page
Whitchurch Village Council
The Council continue to strive to make the village a better
place to live and in the past few months new lighting has been
installed in the Millennium Garden brightening the area with
its range of colours.
This year we aim to have more floral displays and seating
around the village.
Nick Kirk – Chairman of Whitchurch Village Council

Village litter pick thanks
A huge thank you to all those who took
part in the event, organised by
Whitchurch Village Council. It was great
to see so many local residents join
councillors in making the village look
tidier. Twenty-one volunteers turned up a
on Saturday 2nd April to take part in the
Great British Spring Clean. Around 18
bags of rubbish were collected from
pavements, footpaths and open spaces
around Whitchurch Village to help make
the area look clean and tidy.

Longwell Green WI celebrate
the Jubilee in busy month
It has been a busy month for Longwell
Green WI. April started with a visit to
Kingswood Heritage Museum where
members heard an informative talk before
wandering around the interesting displays
and reminiscing over some of the artefacts
and photographs. They then enjoyed tea
and cake.
The WI also organised a craft day. Members
were able to make a spring wreath, do rock
painting, make coasters and cards, as well as
decorate a cherry blossom twig.
To end the month, the WI held their birthday
party combined with a celebration of the
Queen's Platinum Jubilee. The room and
tables at The Centre in Longwell Green were
decorated in red, white and blue and many
members dressed in these colours. A
delicious buffet was followed by
entertainment by Andy Tee and members
danced the evening away. The WI are
looking forward to a trip to Fonthill Garden
Centre in Bitton for a demonstration of
planting up hanging baskets and patio pots.
There are lots of groups that members can

participate in, including book clubs, walking
groups, a knitting group and craft club. On
the first Thursday of the month members
meet at The Chapel Coffee Shop in Longwell
Green for Tea and Chat.
The WI’s regular meetings are on the third
Friday of the month at 7.30pm at The Centre.
New members are always welcome. Email
longwellwi@gmail.com, call 0117 9864782
or just come along.
Linda Muller
See next week’s issue for a feature on The
Centre

Queen’s Jubilee celebrations
The Village Council are looking forward to
the planned Jubilee celebrations. It will be
lovely to see villagers come together to

mark this amazing achievement for Her
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II with a beacon
lighting and Big Jubilee Tea Party.

New councillor
The Village Council are pleased to announce that a new councillor has been co-opted.
Stephen Bangham is joining the team and they look forward to working with him.

How to contact your Village Council:
Mrs Sue Dyer, Clerk Telephone 01275 839873
Or email info@whitchurchvillagecouncil.co.uk
12
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New look for popular pre-school
Staff and the committee at Oldland Pre-School have
achieved their wish to give their tired old Terrapin
buildings a facelift.

They say this would not have been possible without financial
help from Bitton Parish Council to make up the shortfall after
many years of fundraising.
Local groups supported the pre-school with Oldland Village
Club choosing it as their charity for the year and donating all
profits raised, while Oldland Players put on a murder mystery
evening free of charge and gave all proceeds to the preschool.
Pam Adams, from the pre-school, said: “Massey Cladding
Solutions made our wish come true by offering to work with
us to come in on budget, after receiving several out-of-reach
quotations and unrealistic ideas of how to improve the look
of the building.

Situations Vacant
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“Director Ray Massey listened to the staff and committee and
came up with what you can see today.
“The building now looks up to date, featuring a light grey
with dark grey trim steel cladded exterior, with no fading and
no wood paint or rot. The building now benefits from
insulated walls and a watertight roof. The children who attend
can learn and thrive in a safe and warm, happy and
stimulating environment.
“The pre-school has been
open since 1967 and with the
hard work and generosity of
all concerned, this will see
the pre-school continue to
remain an important part of
Oldland community for
many years to come.”
If you have a passion for
working with children and
would like to join the team,
see the advert on this page.
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Crossword Solution

2-Hard
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Service Directory
Aerials

Appliances

Boiler Service

Blinds

Car Repairs

Computers

Garden Services

Home
Maintenance

Electrical

Home Help

Garden Services
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An advert
like this costs

An advert
like this costs

£21.00

£21.00

+ VAT

+ VAT

per insert

per insert

Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks

Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM
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Service Directory
Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Oven Cleaning

Plumbing

Telephone
Engineers

OLDLAND
Village Club
Bar & Social Club

Private function room with bar
and stage. Kitchen available.
Up to 120 guests for parties,
receptions, children's parties,
presentations or wakes.
Parking.
Ring Pam on

Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

Venue Hire

0117 9077432

for further details
www.oldlandvillageclub.co.uk

Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs

£21.00

Plumbing

Waste Disposal

per insert

Rubbish
Clearance

Tree Services

book the cheaper

We load and clear any
household, garden, garage
and shed clearance
Free estimates
Fully licensed
85% recycled

each insertion

Call 0117 9373009

Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

Cheap and fast

Adverts cost £4.20 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you

at anytime to book

becomes

+ VAT
per insert

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

1 week - £21

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

Adverts cost £4.20 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper
each insertion
becomes

1 week - £21

Roofing

2 weeks - £18.90

2 weeks - £18.90

4 wk - £17.85

4 wk - £17.85

6 wk - £16.80

6 wk - £16.80

8 wk - £15.75

8 wk - £15.75

12 wk - £14.70

12 wk - £14.70

26 wk - £13.65

26 wk - £13.65

52 wk - £12.60

52 wk - £12.60

All prices per week
exc VAT

All prices per week
exc VAT

Sewing Lessons
You don't have to book
successive weeks.
You can choose
fortnightly, monthly
or specific insertion
dates as long as the
total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.
Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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Wigs
You don't have to book
successive weeks.
You can choose
fortnightly, monthly
or specific insertion
dates as long as the
total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.

An advert
like this costs

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

£21.00
THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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