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Reprieve for the 178 bus for now but
other proposed cuts will go ahead
First has abandoned plans for now to scrap the 178 bus route

provides a vital direct link between some of the rural and semi-rural

“It is disappointing, however, that

from Radstock to Bristol bus station via Keynsham.

communities in North East Somerset and the centre of Bristol.

the WECA Mayor has ignored our

The company has finalised details to local councils of timetable

“While I’m delighted to retain the No 178, I’m also aware there

calls for the service to return to

changes on around 30 routes which are due to come into effect on

isn’t a bottomless pot of money. I am well aware of the pressures

Bromley Heath and has let down

30th January. But that list no longer includes the 178 which provides

that COVID is placing on our bus services, that’s why I’ve been

residents by allowing the black

a lifeline link for villages south of Keynsham as well as students

calling on the Government to step up to the plate and provide the

hole in transport provision to cut

attending St Brendan’s Sixth Form College. When The Week In first

funding shot in the arm to help retain bus services for other

the community off further than it

broke the news in Issue 708 (8th December), First was proposing

communities.”

already has.

to withdraw the 178 and replace it with a new 172 service which

Cuts to services have been blamed on reduced funding from the

“We will continue to press WECA

would terminate in Keynsham. Passengers would then have had to

Government’s Bus Recovery Grant which is administered via

for bus services in Bromley Heath,

change to the 349 to get into Bristol.

WECA.

whether that is the return of the No 5 or redirecting metrobus.”

Metro Mayor Dan Norris, who leads the West of England Combined

North of the river, the 37 from Bristol to Bath along the A431

Meanwhile from the end of the month the 17 service between

Authority (WECA) and First have now confirmed that the current

through Bitton will still be withdrawn at the end of this month.

Keynsham and Southmead Hospital will no longer go along

timetable of the 178 service will continue between 30th January and

School journeys will be renumbered to OS1 and will continue to

Ellacombe Road and Court Farm Road in Longwell Green,

24th April.

operate between Hanham and Oldfield School.

operating directly via Bath Road instead. In Kingswood, after

Mr Norris said: “I know just how important the 178 service is – it

But changes to the route and timetable of the 45 Cherry Gardens to

Moravian Road, the service will operate via Downend Road and

Bristol City Centre service are designed to mitigate some of the

Soundwell Road instead of Soundwell Road and Lodge Road.

effects by providing a connection at Cherry Gardens with the 19

And there has been no reprieve for the 18 bus. The service, which

bus that links Bath and Cribbs Causeway.

ran between Kingswood and Bath via Keynsham, was axed by First

It has also been revealed that evening and weekend buses will be

at short notice at the end of last summer once WECA funding for a

restored on the No 5 route which runs from Bristol to Downend but

part of it ran out.

it still won’t reconnect people in Bromley Heath.

Councillors Erica Williams and Paul Hughes, who represent the

South Gloucestershire councillors Liz Brennan, Ben Burton and

Bitton and Oldland Common ward on South Gloucestershire

James Griffiths, who represent the Frenchay and Downend ward,

Council, supported by Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore, started a

which includes Bromley Heath, said: “We are pleased that our

petition calling for it to be restored. More than 1,000 signed the

campaign for WECA to reverse the changes made to the No 5

petition, either online or using coupons which appeared in The Week

service has seen success and that local people will be able to use

In, and it was delivered to the Metro Mayor last month.

the service again on evenings and weekends.

The councillors say the campaign will continue. Meanwhile if you
relied on the 18 bus, let us know how the loss of it has affected you,
what you have had to do instead and what you can no longer do.
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Plans for 7 homes on land ‘sandwiched’
between cottages and car park
Plans to build seven homes behind a
terrace of Grade II listed houses on Bath
Hill in Keynsham have been submitted to
Bath & North East Somerset Council.
The rectangular piece of land earmarked for
development is “sandwiched” between the
rear of the 19th century cottages known as
‘Tenhouses’ and Bath Hill East Car Park in
Keynsham, say developers Asquare
Properties Ltd.
Three four-bed houses, three one-bed flats
and one two-bed flat over a garage are
proposed on what is described as a
brownfield site, which is overgrown and
unused and contains partly broken walls of a
dilapidated outbuilding.
The site, which is in the Keynsham
Conservation Area, is accessed from next to
56 Bath Hill.
The scheme proposes that three trees in the
south-east corner of the site would be
retained.

The developers say the site benefits from
easy access to Keynsham town centre with
its shops, public amenity, employment
opportunities and public transport links.
“The site further benefits from the access to
leisure and recreation facilities along the river
corridor. The site is ideally located to
minimise the need for vehicular based
movements and promote sustainable means

How the homes would look

of transport.
“Furthermore, the proposed development
will provide overlooking and sense of
security to the Bath Hill East Car Park, which
will benefit the car park users and local
residents.”
They say the design has been developed with
consideration to the character and settings of
the site and will enhance the area and deliver
much-needed housing.
The application reference is 21/05120/FUL
and the deadline for comments is 3rd
February.
The land between the back of the houses and the car park

Bath Hill

Popular Keynsham
butcher’s shop closes
The new year has begun with one less shop
on Keynsham High Street.
The popular Wright Butcher’s Shop has
closed and the premises are up for rent.
Agents Maggs & Allen say: “Situated on a
busy high street in Keynsham, the property
benefits from a high level of passing trade.”
The shop, which comes with a flat above, is
available to let with six months of free rent
offered by the landlord.
The agents say that the property would suit a
similar food retail business, or alternative
uses such as restaurant, subject to gaining the
necessary planing consent.
The Week in • Wednesday 12th January 2022
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Memorial event for former vicar
who touched so many lives
A memorial event took place in
Kingswood last week for Andy Mason, the
former vicar at Holy Trinity Church in

funeral.
Cllr Reid said it had been an opportunity for

helping at Kingswood Foodbank, or simply
taking the time to sit on the pavement and

anyone who had been impacted by Andy and
his many acts of kindness in Kingswood to

share a coffee and a chat with a rough
sleeper.”

come and say goodbye, thank you, and to
hear and exchange stories with others who

She said the event had been well attended
and was emotional and had involved a lot of

had experienced his generosity, compassion,
kindness and humour.

laughter and tears, but it was also relaxed,
“no frills and laid back as Andy would have

Kingswood councillor Andrea Reid, who had
known him for 10 years, and coincided with

She said: “Andy's style was outreach, to go
out and get as widely involved in the
community issues as possible, via Street

preferred it”.
She added: “We’d not only enjoyed him
being part of our lives, he’d actively

his funeral. There was a live link to the
thanksgiving service which was held at St
James Church in Poole.
Hymns sung at the service at St James
were ones that Andy had chosen for his

Pastoring, with bags of slippers at the taxi
tank, Beer and Bible sessions in the pub,
Sunday suppers at New Cheltenham Hall and
Southey Park, Dreamscheme activities and a
trustee at Kingsmeadow Community Flat,

improved our lives in some way.”

Kingswood who died following a road
collision in November.
It was held at the Kingsmeadow at
MadeForever community hub in Fisher Road
where he was a trustee for many years.
Tuesday’s event was organised

by
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Bike thieves threaten resident
A Saltford resident was woken by noises
outside at approximately 2.50am last
Friday and saw that two men had broken
into their garage and taken a number of
items. The Bath Road resident called out
to the thieves, who then threatened him
before making off.

Among the items stolen were a black and
orange KTM motocross bike and a
Cannondale electric bike.
If you have any information about this
incident, call the police on 101 or
Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555
111.
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Unusual visitor turns
up at pub’s front door
An adventurous seal pup surprised staff
and customers at The Old Lock & Weir
in Hanham by turning up at the
riverside pub’s front door on Sunday 2nd
January.
Staff contacted the RSPCA who advised getting
him back in the water but he waddled back!
The British Divers Martine Life Rescue Centre
attended and identified the seal as Neoprene,
who was tagged in Scotland on 21st June last
year.
He was taken to the RSPCA’s West Hatch centre
in Taunton as he was severely underweight and
will be cared for there before being released
back to the sea.
Before getting to Hanham the pup had been
seen in the River Chew in Keynsham Memorial
Park under the bypass bridge, struggling against
the current.
It’s not the first time a seal pup has been spotted
around here - in April 2020 there were several
sightings of one in the River Avon between
Beese’s Tea Gardens and Hanham Lock.
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New markets in Keynsham
Two new markets will be taking place in Keynsham next
month. They are part of Making Space for Our Future, a
week-long launch event celebrating Keynsham's new
Heritage Action Zone and Local Cultural Programme,
funded by Historic England.
The event is themed around science, technology and
innovation in Keynsham and will include art installations,
musical performances and creative workshops.
Keynsham Food Market will be taking place on Friday
25th February from 6pm to 9pm on Market Walk and
Temple Street, and Keynsham Makers & Menders
Market will be on Saturday 26th February from 10am to
2pm at Market Walk.
Traders are invited to apply for pitches. There will be no
cost to them thanks to funding from Historic England. To
find out more contact Beth
culturalpc@keynsham-tc.gov.uk

Whalley

at

Pigeon rescued
A crew from Yate fire station were called out to Downend
at around 1pm on New Year’s Day to reports of a pigeon
in distress. The bird was caught in some netting, three
metres above the ground in Downend Road.
Using a triple extension ladder and small tools, the crew
were able to rescue the pigeon which was taken to a vet
by a member of the public.
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Ofsted takes enforcement action
against Emersons Green nursery
Ofsted has taken enforcement action
against Busy Bees Nursery in Emersons

As a result, they do not extend children's
enjoyment, learning and development. Staff

Green over concerns about children's
safety and well-being at significant risk.

do not know what they want children to
learn...”

The Ofsted report, which rates the nursery as
Inadequate, was published last week and
follows a visit by inspectors in November

The inspectors said that due to weaknesses in
staff qualifications, training and support, staff

after concerns were raised.
Ofsted served a legal notice on 25th
November requiring the provider to take
actions within set timescales.
The nursery, which has been open since April
2000 and has 87 children on the roll, had last
been inspected in 2016 when it was rated as
Good. It is part of the Busy Bees chain which
was founded in the mid-1980s and which
runs 379 nurseries across the UK and Ireland
and more overseas.
The Ofsted report says: “The provider has
failed to monitor the nursery sufficiently.
Senior managers and staff do not fulfil their
roles and responsibilities to promote
children's welfare or their learning and
development. Children's safety and wellbeing are at significant risk because
safeguarding practice is weak.”
It continues: “Children's learning and
development are significantly compromised
because staff fail to implement a welldesigned curriculum effectively. Overall,
staff deploy themselves well enough to
supervise children. However, they do not
engage in high-quality interactions with
children, including those with special
educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND).

do not use effective strategies to support
children's emotional well-being. Some
children do not settle well and become
distressed for long periods, which hinders
other children's enjoyment and learning.
“There has been a high turnover of staff
throughout the nursery and recent changes to
the management team. The provider does not
ensure that the required staff qualification
ratio levels are met. There are numerous
occasions in the different base rooms where
there is only one qualified member of staff
and other staff are unqualified. This does not
meet the requirement to ensure that at least
half of all other staff working directly with
the children hold an approved level 2
qualification.”
“Some staff do not know what to do if they
have any concerns about a child and are not
confident in their understanding of wider
safeguarding matters. The provider does not
ensure that child protection records are
accurately maintained. Some important
safeguarding information is not shared with
relevant staff involved with the children.
These weaknesses place children at
significant risk of harm.”
The report said that senior managers had
identified some areas for improvement but

Have your say on the future
of community meetings
South Gloucestershire Council is gauging

“opportune time” to review how these

opinion on the future of Community

meetings and ‘pop-up meetings’ are

Engagement Forums.
The regular forums are held across the
district and give people the chance to find

delivered. The latter have been introduced
to look at singular topics of community
interest as and when they arise.

out what is happening in their area and to
raise any local issues.

The review focuses on the use of virtual,
face to face or a hybrid combination going

The meetings were held face to face prior
to the pandemic. They were halted initially

forward. The link to the questionnaire is
https://southglos.researchfeedback.net/CE

and then restarted on a digital platform in
September 2020. This has meant that
people without internet access have been

F22
It is open until 2nd February. If you do not
have internet access the Community

unable to participate.
The council says that now is an

Engagement team can be contacted on
01454 868113.
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had

in

records. All staff, including agency staff, are

requirements.
The report acknowledges that staff are
“friendly and caring” and make their
expectations for positive behaviour clear and
encourage children to behave well. Children
benefit from nutritious snacks and meals and
develop their physical skills, indoors and
outdoors.
On 2nd December Ofsted carried out a
regulatory visit to check whether the provider
had met four of the safeguarding and welfare

not

identified

all

breaches

receiving adequate induction training to help
them understand their roles and
responsibilities.
Ofsted said the provider is also working
proactively to ensure that the required staff
qualification ratios are maintained at all times
for staff working directly with children, and
is actively recruiting for qualified staff.
“We are satisfied the provider has met the
safeguarding and welfare actions raised for
the completion date of 1 December 2021. We

actions raised at the inspection in November.
They found that senior managers had put

will monitor the provider's response to ensure
the remaining actions are successfully

adequate training in place to improve staff's
knowledge
and
understanding
of

completed.”
The Week In asked the nursery chain if it

safeguarding matters. They had also
implemented sufficient procedures to
maintain
accurate
child
protection

wished to respond to the report last week but
we had not received a response as we went to
print.

Path closed for resurfacing
A mile-long section of the cycle and

time for their journeys. The diversion

pedestrian path between Bromley Heath
and the Willy Wicket (Regional Route 16)

route is via Quakers Road, Four Acre
Road and Badminton Road.

was being resurfaced this week, with the
works expected to be complete by 21st
January at the latest, depending on the

Bridges over the A4174 Ring Road
(Church Lane and the Bromley Heath
Road link) are having to close while works

weather and availability of materials.
South Gloucestershire Council has

are taking place.
Church Lane bridge is expected to be

advised cyclists and walkers to allow extra

reopened by Saturday (15th January).
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Local health and care system steps up contingency plans
The health and social care system in the Bristol, North

taken include postponing a number of non-urgent

COVID-19 surge hub in the grounds at Southmead Hospital,

Somerset and South Gloucestershire region has been
stepping up contingency plans to deal with the current

appointments and procedures to prioritise treatment for the
most important and urgent cases.

which could care for up to 100 patients if needed.
Adult social care services are prioritising hospital discharges

wave of COVID-19 alongside intense winter pressures.
The number of people being treated in hospital for COVID-

The most urgent community visits are being prioritised. Some
staff are being temporarily moved to support core services

and efforts to vaccinate people are being redoubled.
Meanwhile health leaders in the Bath and North East

19 has more than doubled in just two weeks and is expected
to reach a peak in the weeks ahead, which is also increasing

and in some wards visiting is being temporarily suspended to
maintain the safety of patients and staff and limit the spread
of infection.

Somerset, Swindon and Wiltshire health region say it has
been an “extraordinarily difficult” start to 2022.
They have said people can really make a difference by

The pulse oximetry at home service, which allows for remote
monitoring of people’s oxygen levels to relieve pressure on

helping loved ones who are well enough to leave hospital
to recover at home or in another suitable care setting,

busy hospitals, is also being expanded.
Construction has started of the temporary Nightingale

meaning that hospital beds are freed up for those who really
need them.

demand for social care support.
With increasing numbers of staff off sick or isolating, clinical
leaders across all services are taking action to ensure the
continuation of safe and effective care.
The system remains at its highest state of alert. Actions being

MBE for lead pharmacist
Bristol Travel Clinic and Ellacombe Pharmacy
superintendent pharmacist Ade Williams has been awarded
an MBE “for services to the NHS and the community,
particularly during COVID-19”.
The Bristol Travel Clinic Team has been instrumental in
helping to deliver COVID vaccinations in South
Gloucestershire, with regular clinics at Longwell Green
Community Centre. Early in the pandemic, with the support
of local members of the This Mum Runs group, they
facilitated the delivery of medicines and other essentials from
local pharmacies and GP surgeries.
Ade is a regular face on national and local media with a slot
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as the resident pharmacist on BBC Radio Bristol's breakfast
show.
Ade said: “I feel most undeserving, what I do is what
everybody who works in the NHS does and replicates the
generosity of our community. This award brings into focus
the story of multiple expressions of selflessness, such as
people who have taken breaks from home schooling and their
own lives to stand in the cold for hours to welcome people
for their vaccination or help deliver prescriptions. The lesson
is that when we all work together, we can make things better
for everyone. It truly represents the community and NHS at
its very best.”
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Blow to Saltford Station campaign

The bid for £50,000 by the West of England Combined
Authority to the Department for Transport’s Restoring
your Railway Fund to help pay for up-to-date feasibility
work on a station at Saltford has been unsuccessful.
Letters of support had been sent from the Metro Mayor and
the leader of Bath and North East Somerset Council, and the
bid was also backed by local MP Jacob Rees-Mogg.
The bid by WECA had made clear that the development of a
station would take a minimum of five years if there was
sufficient line capacity, and if a Saltford Station was

dependent on signalling enhancements the minimum time for

delivering the station would be 10 years.
But Saltford Station Campaign has now heard that the bid has
been unsuccessful as there were concerns raised about
potential congestion on the line and how a Saltford Station
would fit in with wider regional developments.
The campaign group said it was “very disappointing” and it
is now waiting news of the next steps from the West of
England Combined Authority, for example whether it is
prepared to fully fund the feasibility study itself to help ensure

Grief Encounter’s fundraising campaign
Bristol-based Grief Encounter South West have

this specialist bereavement support, they are

been running a fundraising campaign over the
festive period to support bereaved children and
families in the South West.
At least 10,000 children have been bereaved of
a primary caregiver across the UK due to the
pandemic, according to research published in
The Lancet in 2021, and more than 50,000
children have had a parent, guardian or carer die
from other causes over the last 20 months.
As a result, demand for services in the South
West has increased by 30% in recent months, and
the charity forecast another 25% uplift for the
coming year. To help meet the rising needs for

hoping to raise £10,000. Grief Encounter South
West support bereaved children, young people
and their families with one-to-one counselling,
residential fun days, award-winning Grief Relief
Kits and a national helpline. As well as a therapy
centre in London, there is a dedicated
counselling space in Bristol.
The appeal runs until the end of January.
Donate at
https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/GESWchristmas-21
BrisDoc, the out-of-hours healthcare service,
will be match funding the amount raised.
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the MetroWest project can include Saltford in the provision
of better rail service availability.
MetroWest will provide half-hourly local train services across
the Bristol-Bath sub-region.

New era for Probus Club
Following Longwell Green Probus Men’s Club relocation to Warmley
Community Centre, members held their first meeting at their new base last
Wednesday.
Given that several members were isolating or worried about COVID, the
attendance was lower than normal at 27 but the organisers say that nevertheless
it was a lively and interesting meeting with several suggestions for the 2022
programme, followed by a fascinating talk on local hat manufacturing in the
18th and 19th centuries.
Following the article in The Week In last month about the relocation and the
club’s appeal for new members, the club say they had an encouraging response
of four enquiries but welcome more so if you or anyone you know is recently
retired or approaching retirement, contact Mike on 0781 7094147 or email vice
president Neil at neilmattock@btinternet.com for further information.
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LETTERS
What progress?
Dear Editor
Progress on the so-called enhancement of
Keynsham High Street continues into the
EIGHTH month and in a continuing chaotic way.
Tarmac was carefully laid just before Christmas
and two weeks later it was all dug up - see picture!
Progress is painfully slow and there seems little
supervision or incentive to get it finished.

Culture Secretary Oliver Dowden has announced

In his letter he complains that Mr Norris has

if you’re new to exercise.

what he describes as, "a blockbuster weekend of

refused to meet the council leaders. Having

So, starting this January, Diabetes UK is running

celebrations", which will include one additional

followed the very good coverage in The Week In,

free online 10-week courses specifically tailored

Bank Holiday (May Day Bank Holiday will be

I can see that it was those same council leaders

to support people who want to start moving more

moved to create the four-day weekend).

that refused to attend the council meetings, the

or those doing 30 minutes or less exercise a week.

We have the wonderful opportunity to create

other way round than was indicated by Mr Stokes.

From movement to music, to boxercise and Tai

memorable events to mark the Queen's Platinum

The implication is that The Week In’s report is

chi, each weekly class will focus on a different

Jubilee here in Keynsham. There will, of course,

biased towards the Mayor. Surely the paper had a

gentle activity - giving you the chance to try out

be the opportunity to hold your own street parties

representative at the meeting. Their job would be

new ways to get active and find what suits you.

but what sort of events would you like to see held

to write their report based on what happened. One

Plus, we’ll be holding Q&A sessions at the end of

in Keynsham?

thing that I have always liked about The Week In

each class, so that you can find out more about

The town council is asking for your suggestions

is their political impartiality.

managing your condition and get tips and advice

please. We will need to start planning soon, so

Personally I find the immoral behaviour of a high

from our clinical experts and guest speakers.

please send your ideas to admin@keynsham-

number of Conservative politicians far more

Knowing where to start when making movement

tc.gov.uk or put them on paper and deliver them

worthy of criticism than the efforts of Mr Norris.

part of your everyday life can feel daunting, so

to the town council office at 15-17 Temple Street,

Tony MacRae, Keynsham

you can also talk to us. Our helpline offers one-

Keynsham BS31 1HF.
We need to receive your exciting and inspirational
ideas by 30th January. Thank you.
Keynsham Town Council

I do realise that unexpected problems caused
delays in the road section but that was all dealt

Dear Editor

weeks ago. Surely they could now make

I have followed The Week In’s coverage of the

reasonable progress but every day is the same,

West of England Combined Authority meeting

usually one man working with several watching.

with interest and was intrigued by a letter in your

I am very disappointed that it seems no one in

15th

authority cares about restoring our High Street to

coverage’) criticising Metro Mayor Dan Norris

some sort of order. The fact that it is being paid

for his ongoing efforts to bring together the heads

for by special grant seems to mean that it can take

of local council leaders in order to get more

as long as they like.

money for our region from the Conservative

I would also add that Keynsham residents are still

Government.

waiting for the footbridge over the River Chew in

The correspondent identified himself only as the

the park to be reinstated and we are now in our

deputy leader of South Gloucestershire Council,

THIRD year without this important link. It would

with no mention of political party affiliation. With

seem that our elected representatives are

the help of Google, I see that he is from the

powerless to help.

Conservative Party. Is that really such an

Hazel Powe, Keynsham

embarrassing thing to make clear? With the ‘One

edition

understand diabetes and can help you find ways
to move more. We are available Monday to Friday

Dear Editor
South West UK Lions Club would like to thank

Praise for this paper’s
political impartiality

December

on-one support with trained advisors who

Lions Club thanks

(‘Disappointing

the people of Keynsham for their support over the
festive period and their generous donations
totalling £439.87.
Following the disbandment of the Lions Club of
Keynsham & District, the South West UK Lions
Club was set up as a ‘virtual’ branch of the
Radstock & Midsomer Norton Club, itself a
C.I.O. registered as a charity (No. 1187472).
As a virtual club local membership is able to
provide service in areas where no ‘traditional’
club exists, at the same time enjoying the benefits
of belonging to the wider Lions organisation.
If you would like to find out more about how the
virtual club operates or may be interested in
joining

the

new

club,

visit

www.swuklionsclub.org.uk
Once again, many thanks for the local support.
Lion Colin Marsh

from 9am to 6pm on 0345 123 2399.
Find out more, and register your interest at
diabetes.org.uk/help-to-move
Phaedra Perry
Regional Head Diabetes UK South West

Fears that ‘mindless
vandalism’ will escalate
Dear Editor
The acquittal of the four defendants at Bristol
Crown Court for pulling down the statue of
Edward Colston has in effect given the green light
for a dramatic escalation of similar atrocities in
our region, and throughout Britain.
Attachment to the BLM movement has
empowered them to believe that they're
untouchable and can commit any mindless
vandalism they so desire.
The Whitfield (Whitefield) Tabernacle in
Kingswood is in danger of being added to their

rule for us, another rule for everyone else’ way in

New year, new you

How should Keynsham
celebrate for Her Majesty?

which his party is currently governing the country,

Dear Editor

Pennsylvania University, Philadelphia, was taken

perhaps it is. Knowing this, a re-read of his letter

If you’re living with diabetes and finding it hard

down as they considered George Whitefield

makes more sense. It would appear to be more

to get active in your day-to-day life, we’re here to

(pronounced Whitfield) had been an advocate of

Dear Keynsham residents

about political point-scoring and showing

help.

slavery.

On Thursday 2nd to Sunday 4th of June 2022 the

bitterness towards a Labour Mayor making

We understand that it can be difficult to find the

In Whitefield Square, Savannah, Georgia, they

UK will be celebrating 70 years of the Queen's

determined and vocal efforts on our behalf to get

motivation to move more, and that sometimes it

have a gazebo dedicated to George Whitefield. I

reign.

something done.

can be hard to know where to begin - especially

wonder how long that'll remain?
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list of potential targets. In 2020 his statue at
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LETTERS
There's also a statue of John Wesley in Savannah,
but I suppose it's just a matter of time before they
invent something against him. The statue of the
Rev Robert James Bateman in Jacksonville,
Florida, seems safe for now.
I'm not religious, I agree that Colston had his
faults, but local history is important for future
generation.
John P Walker, Kingswood
Editor’s note: For readers wo may not know, the
Rev Bateman was an evangelist missionary from
Staple Hill, who was on the Titanic and led
passengers in prayer as the ship went down.

Unfair parking charge
Dear Editor
On 13th October 2021 I parked my car at Kings
Chase Shopping Centre in Kingswood. When I
returned, I paid the 60 pence owing but
unfortunately the machine did not print out a
receipt. I was not the only person who had this
problem. I approached the attendant and he told
me “not to worry”.

Plans unveiled for new sports
pavilion on Hanham Common
Plans for a new sports pavilion on Hanham Common have been
submitted to South Gloucestershire Council.
The new single-storey building will replace the outdated football
changing rooms which opened in 1975.
The plans have been submitted by Hanham Abbots Parish Council
which will be hosting a display with information and question-andanswer sessions at Hanham Hall later this month.
As well as providing an up-to-date football facility, the new pavilion
has been carefully designed to provide a comfortable and relaxing
space. It will have facilities for tea-making and snacks and has been
designed for use by the local community.
The proposed facilities will include shower and WC provision for
two teams of 15 players each and three officials. Two visitor WCs
will be accessed via a separate external door and the disabled WC
will be accessed from the club room.
The pavilion will be highly insulated to modern standards with
minimal requirement for heating. It will use solar energy for hot
water and heating.
The architects say the building will feature a subtle contemporary

I have since received a parking charge of £51 (if
paid within 14 days), this then increases to £95. I
have tried to contact Horizon Parking on
numerous occasions, without success.
I feel that the machines should be working
properly as the company concerned must be
making a lot of money and also the staff should
M Britton, Hanham

ASB in Keynsham
Could the person who sent a letter to The Week
In last month regarding anti-social behaviour in
Keynsham town centre please get in touch with
us – our contact details are on page 4.
Thank you.

1-Easy

Credit: WH Architects Ltd

design, reminiscent to the Abbeyfield home Kift Lodge, which is
located on the other side of Hanham Common.
The existing access from Common Road will be retained, but the
pedestrian gate will be relocated closer to the vehicular gate to
achieve a more organised and safer route for pedestrians. The
existing informal car park to the south west of the building will be
resurfaced with permeable cellular pavers.
The hardstand area will be large enough to accommodate four
parking spaces including minibus space and a sufficient turning area.
The proposed sedum roof will attract wildlife and act as a sustainable
drainage system. Landscape improvements are also proposed.
The south-west elevation, which is visible from the site entrance
point, will feature a mural created by a local artist. The final design
will be selected through community involvement and consultation.
The presentation dates are Wednesday 26th January from 3pm to
6pm, Friday 28th January from 3pm to 7pm and Saturday 29th
January from 2pm to 5pm.

be better trained.

Sudoku

How the pavilion will look

SUNDAY CHEMISTS

2 -Hard

Sunday 16th January

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green
(10.30am-4pm)
Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm)
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)
Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park
(9.30am-4.30pm)
Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH
(10am-4pm)
Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)
Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds
(10am-4pm)
Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway
(11am-5pm)
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Appeal over 5G phone mast refusal
An appeal has been lodged against South Gloucestershire
Council’s refusal to allow another phone mast outside the

CK Hutchison Networks
then submitted another

shops in Cadbury Heath.
CK Hutchison Networks (UK) Ltd’s attempt to erect an 18-

application which they said
addressed concerns by

metre high 5G mast by the junction of Newton Road and
School Road was refused last summer.

reducing the height to 15
metres. However, the

There is already an existing phone mast very close by in
Newton Road.

council again disagreed and
said the phone giant had not
submitted
enough

Council planners said the proposed mast would tower over
nearby shops, which have residential properties above them,
and would harm the look of the area. They also said that the
applicant had not submitted enough information to show that
no suitable alternative site was available.

School wins football
kit in competition
Christ Church Primary School in Hanham has been
celebrating after receiving a brand new football kit in a
competition organised by estate and letting agents Your
Move, which has a branch in Keynsham.
The Your Club, Your Kit competition was part of the
partnership that Your Move has with the English Football
League.
The competition was open to grassroots teams of all ages
and abilities, as well as school teams. The 130 winners,
one in each of Your Move’s network branch areas, were
recently picked at random.
Peter Williams, from the Keynsham branch of Your
Move, said: “We are delighted for this local school.”

Crossword

information to prove there
was no suitable alternative
site.
The potential for anti-social
behaviour was also flagged
up by community leaders as
there are already issues with
young people sitting on top
of the cabinets by the
existing mast.
Now an appeal against the
refusal to permit the 15metre mast has been lodged
by WHP Telecoms Ltd on behalf of CK Hutchison Networks
(UK) Ltd.
In their appeal the agents say: “The proposal relates to an
upgrade of digital connectivity to address a 5G coverage hole
in the area. It must also be considered that all efforts have
been applied to the site selection process to deploy a proposal
where the visual amenity or landscape character of the area
will not be adversely affected.
“The proposed location benefits from the screening effects
associated with a backdrop of trees with no tangible or long-

ACROSS

DOWN

1. Noblewoman (8)

2. Seem (6)

8. Scoop-shaped
tool (6)

3. Wild cat (6)

9. Fencing sword (4)

5. Musical lines (6)

10. Pasture (3)

6. Revulsion (6)

11. Truth (6)

7. Church officer (6)

12. Herbaceous
plant (8)

12. Waterfowl (4)

15. Public speaker (6)
16. Filament (6)
20. Move unsteadily (6)
24. Edible grain (6)
27. Suspension (8)
28. Noted (6)

lasting detrimental impact on amenity or character.
“We consider the development complies with Government
guidance where the underlying aim is to provide an efficient
and competitive telecommunication system for the benefit of
business and the community while minimising visual impact.
“On balance, we consider that any perceived impact on
amenity or character the site may have will be outweighed
by the considerable positive benefits brought to the economy
and community.”
An inspector appointed by the Secretary of State will
determine the application.

4. Cream cake (6)

13. Masculine (4)
14. Speck (4)
17. People in general (4)
18. Yemeni port (4)
19. Valley (4)
21. Glossy coating (6)

29. Possesses (3)

22. In both directions
(3-3)

30. Long journey (4)

23. Bacon slice (6)

31. Contradict (6)

24. Stopped (6)

32. Blushed (8)

25. Child's toy (6)
26. Assent (6)
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Get involved in improving parish
Residents are being encouraged to get involved in making

from Commonplace and is looking to launch the first phase -

Oldland parish a better and more vibrant place to live,
learn, work or play.

the OPEN Community Hub Map.
The parish includes Barrs Court, Cadbury Heath, Mount Hill,

A new 12-month project has been launched by Oldland Parish
Council which has invested in an online engagement platform

Longwell Green and Willsbridge. It does not include Oldland
Common.

Windscreen smashed

A traffic cone was used to smash the windscreen of a
vehicle parked on Welland Road in Keynsham, between
10pm on Monday 3rd January and 7.30am on Tuesday
4th. If you have any information about this incident call
the police on 101 or Crimestoppers anonymously on
0800 555 111.

Follow the geology trail

A circular geology trail walking guide has been produced
for Saltford so that residents and visitors can explore the
local geology for themselves.
Produced by Saltford Environment Group member, field
naturalist and geologist Simon Carpenter and supported
by the Geologists' Association Curry Fund, the
descriptive walking guide is available as a downloadable
pdf at https://tinyurl.com/ycyhkkbd or as a handy full
colour printed guide from Saltford Heritage Centre at St
Mary’s Church Hall in Queen Square.

Parish development specialist Steve Skidmore explained:
“Oldland Parish Council is your first tier of local government.
As with your local authority we have democratically elected
councillors representing the best interest of you and anyone
that lives, learns, works, or plays in Oldland parish. We work
proactively with a range of statutory and voluntary sector
partners to support the delivery of community services.”
The OPEN Community Hub is designed to:
• Provide a platform for you to get to know your area
• Enable you to have your say about the things that are
important to you
• Connect you with key statutory and voluntary sector
partners
• Get you actively involved in decision-making
• Influence the priorities of Oldland Parish Council.
Residents are encouraged to make suggestions on how things
can be improved on the following themes: community
facilities; health and wellbeing; education, skills and training;
public transport and active travel; and climate change.
Mr Skidmore added: “But you are most welcome to comment
or raise any issue. Themes and other issues will be explored
in more detail as the project evolves. We will keep you

Generation Care

informed and engaged throughout and offer alternative and
extended means of engagement as situations dictate.”
Find out more at
https://opencommunityhubmap.commonplace.is/
You can also comment or make contact with Steve
Skidmore on 01179 673941 or email
steve.skidmore@oldlandparishcouncil.co.uk

Is it time for a change?

Careers in care are diverse and rewarding
With dignity at the heart of all we do,
With the recent challenges in the care
sector behind us, now is the time to
start building the next generation of care residents by helping with day-to-day
practical things like bathing, dressing,
workers our Generation Care.
Working at St Monica Trust is about so

such an important part of their lives

opportunity to build your career and
develop your skills, whilst delivering the
best experience of aging to our

and friends.

award-winning training and all the
fulfilling and successful career.

And who knows what direction this
could take you, nursing, management or
towards head office support functions?

Become Generation Care and
start your amazing journey

For more information about the fantastic opportunities
in care please email recruitment@stmonicatrust.org.uk
or call 0117 949 4091. www.stmonicatrust.org.uk/jobs
Registered charity no: 202151
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Government’s change of direction on
planning reforms a win for local democracy
There are signs that the Government may have changed
position on its proposed controversial changes to the
planning system.
In summer 2020, The Week In reported on the possible
consequences of two White Papers on the future of house
building in this country – Planning for the Future and
Changes to the Current Planning System. Public consultation
followed on both and the Government is officially due to
publish the feedback shortly.
However, Parliamentary records of correspondence between
the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local
Government (MHCLG) and the House of Lords Built
Environment Committee last autumn seem to suggest a
change of stance over the role local communities have to play
in deciding planning applications.
The two White Papers outlined a radical shift in the way
future house-building plans would be implemented, claiming
the current planning system was a barrier to the Government’s
aims of building 300,000 new homes a year. Instead of
planning applications being decided at local level against
criteria laid out in councils’ local plans, Planning for the
Future proposed dividing the whole country into three zones
– Growth, Renewal and Protection. In the first two,
developers would effectively be able to build where they
liked as long as the construction complied with a pre-agreed
design code. The other consultation paper, Changes to the
Current Planning System, proposed replacing the standard
method of setting local housing requirements with a new one
which would require local authorities to find even more new
homes each year. A firm of property consultants broke down
the proposed figures, comparing each council’s target to what
is in its current Local Plan. In Bath & North East Somerset it
14

would have meant a further housing increase of 68% while

part of the planning application process. Even where the

in Bristol and South Gloucestershire it was as much as 88%.
Reaction to those proposals was widespread and damning.
Nationally, the Labour Party branded them a developers’
charter, the Royal Institute of British Architects called them
shameful while the Local Government Association countered
that the planning system was not the obstacle to new house
building, rather it was developers sitting on land with existing
planning permission.
Locally, the Hanham and District Greenbelt Conservation
Society dismissed Planning for the Future as “80+ pages of

broad principle of development is agreed through the plan,
all the details would still need to be consulted on with
communities and statutory consultees, and approved by
officers or committees where appropriate.”
The correspondence was uncovered by the Campaign for the
Protection of Rural England (CPRE). This week Tom Fyans,
director of campaigns at the countryside charity, said: “It
appears the Government now genuinely understands the need
for local communities to have a powerful voice in planning
decisions. These are encouraging signs that suggest a

guff, illustrated with images of housing and communities
designed by leading architectural practices”.
Wind forward to September 2021 and in a series of written

fundamental change of approach when it comes to
determining what gets built where. This submission makes
the critical recognition of the continuing need for local

answers from the MHCLG to the House of Lords Committee,
the question of how communities should be engaged in the
planning process received this response: “Our planning

consultation and approval of planning applications for big
housing developments, as well as local plans.
“Up until now we only had unconfirmed rumours that much-

reforms aim to create a system with effective local
engagement at its heart, with community views central to

maligned planning reforms – which would have devastated
local democracy – were going to be watered down. The

decisions about the location and design of development
through the preparation of local plans and design codes, and

Government’s submission to the Lords Built Environment
Committee strongly suggests it has listened to criticism and

by continuing to require consultation on the details of
development proposals as they come forward.
“Our reforms will give communities a greater voice from the

fundamentally changed its approach. If so, this would be a
huge victory for campaigners.
“There are particularly acute unmet needs for new social and

start of the planning process. By making planning much more

affordable rented houses in rural areas. Community

straightforward and accessible, local people will be able to
influence the plan and have their say on the location and
standard of new development. We also want to see more

engagement provides the local knowledge and nuance that
cannot be replaced by a centralised planning system.
Wherever possible we need to redevelop previously used land

democratic accountability, with communities having a more
meaningful say on the development schemes which affect

and protect our valuable green spaces. Local people – rather
than algorithms and Whitehall planners – are best placed to

them, not less.
“There will be a continuing role for public consultation as

ensure their neighbourhood development meets their local
needs.”
The Week in • Wednesday 12th January 2022

‘Stop the continual overdevelopment of Keynsham’
Saltford Parish Council and Saltford Environment Group
have lodged objections to Taylor Wimpey’s latest plans

Keynsham is already causing regular
gridlock to traffic within the town’s

for 70 homes on land in East Keynsham.
Both cited the Prime Minister’s public statement on 6th
October last year that new homes should be built on

main and side roads over prolonged
periods of the working/commuting

brownfield sites, not greenfield sites.
In 2018 Taylor Wimpey withdrew outline plans to build 80
homes on land off Minsmere Road in Keynsham. The
developer had been accused of jumping the gun by submitting

day that overspills through Saltford
on the Bath Road (A4) and the
country lanes between our two
communities.

plans to develop the site, which had been removed from the
Green Belt and ‘safeguarded’ for future housing need.

“That problem of insufficient road
capacity needs to be rectified before
any
further
new
housing

Then last year Bath & North East Somerset Council
announced it was planning to remove safeguarded status from

developments are considered at
Keynsham East or Keynsham and the

the land as it updates its vision for future housing
development. In response, Taylor Wimpey has come back
with a fresh application to B&NES for which the deadline for

surrounding area.
“In any event no planning permission

comments is 21st January.
Saltford Parish Council says it maintains its objection on the
grounds of existing traffic congestion and because there are
no exceptional circumstances to justify bringing this forward
before the necessary local infrastructure improvements have
been implemented.
It asks B&NES Council “to respect national planning policy
for where new homes are located, as re-emphasised by the
Prime Minister, and stop the continual overdevelopment of
Keynsham and therefore refuse outline planning permission”.
The parish council adds: “The overdevelopment of
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should be considered for safeguarded Green Belt land before
the Local Plan Partial Update (LPPU) Public Examination
outcome has been determined.”
Saltford Environment Group also cites a recent report from
the countryside charity CPRE which found that previously
developed land could accommodate more than 1.3 million
new homes in England.
SEG’s lengthy report summarises: “Keynsham and the
surrounding area’s woefully inadequate transport
infrastructure needs to be improved and Keynsham already
lacks sufficient green space for both ecological/wildlife
recovery (a local and national priority) and for recreation, as

The land off Minsmere Road

a result of new developments in recent years.
“There are no exceptional circumstances to justify this
proposed inappropriate development. SEG also agrees with
Saltford Parish Council’s observation that B&NES Council
should not pre-empt the inspector’s findings on the
forthcoming public examination of the proposed LPPU for
this and other parcels of land in Keynsham by permitting this
application.”
Keynsham Town Council’s planning and development
committee was due to discuss the plans at a meeting on
Monday night.
The reference for the outline planning application is
21/05471/OUT.
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Two sentenced after teenager was ‘left
for dead’ after Fishponds stabbing
Two teenagers were sentenced on Friday after stabbing a
youth multiple times in Fishponds for which he required
life-saving treatment in intensive care.
The teenage victim had received Snapchat messages from a
16-year-old girl asking him to meet her in Fishponds on 12th
February 2021.
However, when he arrived expecting to be going on a date,
he was instead set upon by a number of youths with knives
and was seriously injured.
A police investigation was launched with appeals to identify
the culprits. CCTV footage was also analysed, showing the
victim trying to escape.
A 16-year-old male, who stabbed the victim, pleaded guilty
to causing grievous bodily harm ahead of a trial in November.
The 16-year-old girl was found guilty of the same offence by
jurors.
During her trial, the jury were told the victim was part of a
rival group within Bristol and was deliberately lured to the
Ridgeway Road area that night so he could be attacked.
The offenders, who have since both turned 17 and as
juveniles cannot be named for legal reasons, were sentenced
at Bristol Crown Court. The male received a four-year
sentence and the female three years.
Imprisoning the duo, Judge Michael Longman described the
attack as “co-ordinated” and done with the intention of
causing very serious injuries.
Detective Inspector Roger Doxsey said: “This was a vicious
and calculated attack on a then 17-year-old boy. He was
mercilessly chased and stabbed approximately nine times and
left for dead.
“Described in court as a ‘Snapchat honey trap’, the female
lured the victim to a park in Fishponds on the understanding
that they were having a date, whereupon he was set upon by
a number of males with knives.
“After the attack the male offender sent a ‘mic drop emoji’

The pursuit was caught on CCTV

with his face on via Snapchat to the female offender. His
emoji meant ‘job done’ and shows the true intent behind the
crime.
“The victim was in intensive care but has thankfully made a

What the police are
doing about knife crime

steady recovery from his multiple injuries. He bravely gave
evidence and we are grateful for his and his family’s support.”
DI Doxsey added: “Knife crime is abhorrent, and the risks
attached to it are extremely high. I have been shocked by the
amount of young people carrying knives within this incident,
and the casual approach to violence taken by these youths.
“We need young people to understand the life-changing and
life-threatening consequences of carrying and using knives,
both for them and their victims.
“We will not hesitate to bring offenders to justice for

Avon & Somerset Police have developed a number of
youth diversion and intervention schemes which help to
educate young people on the dangers of knife crime.
Through the Violence Reduction Units and Early
Intervention Teams, they are working towards every
school in the force area having a dedicated school link
officer who works alongside the school to build
relationships with young people, help diffuse situations
before they escalate, and educate young people on range
of issues which affect them.

dangerous knife-related crimes.”

The Blunt Truth workshop, a collaboration between Avon

Another colour change proposed at pub
Grade II listed Keynsham pub The Old Bank

someone who has been stabbed alive whilst waiting for
an ambulance. It’s hoped that the workshops will be

The owners of the High Street pub, Western

rolled out to more schools in the force area over the next
year.

Inns, faced enforcement action after painting
it blue without getting listed building consent.
Then last summer they applied to restore the

The Blunt Truth workshops complement the work that
Avon & Somerset Police carried out in 2020 with ‘Knife
crime: A new way forward’, a campaign which engaged

top half to an off-white but keep blue on the
ground floor which was also refused by the

young people in efforts to reduce knife crime.
The project saw pupils aged 13 to 15 from four schools

council.
The latest proposal is to restore the front

The black window shutters, archway trim and

16

implications of knife crime.
The sessions encourage pupils to report someone who is
carrying a knife and provide a hands-on, first aid session
delivered by A&E doctors, which shows how to keep

has now applied to Bath & North East
Somerset Council to repaint its frontage a
more traditional pale grey colour.

elevation of the property to a pale grey smooth finish in
line with guidance on historic and traditional shopfronts.

& Somerset Police, the NHS and other partners, is
currently being delivered in secondary schools in Bristol,
and helps students to understand the social and health

windows/frames would remain.
The deadline for comments is 3rd February and the
planning application reference is 21/04676/LBA.

based in Weston-super-Mare, Bristol and Taunton create
short, original animations about the issues they see as
driving knife crime.
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The Community Page
Citizen Science

Diet clubs and getting those festive pounds back off
So did you over indulge this festive season? Are you
currently seeking out your nearest slimming club in a
desperate effort to shed those extra pounds before the
summer? Well hold on, our Citizen Science columnist
Dave Coombs has a few tips that may help you save some
other ‘pounds’.
A basic and rational thought process determines that filling
your body with fuel and subsequently not burning or using
the fuel, leads to a leftover fuel reserve - right? Well of course
it’s hardly rocket science, however once you are familiar with
some guiding principles, and nobody ever suggested that you
need to be an expert in food and nutrition science, the rest all
falls into place. So if the body finds a discrepancy between
what you refuelled and what it needs, then it looks for stored
fuel unspent from previous fuelling and starts by burning that
instead.
Why on earth would you pay good money to be told of these
revelations? Dieting is a recipe for disaster. Going to a diet
club makes people lose weight in the short term, mostly in
the gaze of their peers, and then they put it all back on, often
more, in the long term. When people eat less, the body thinks
there is a famine and goes into survival mode and the
metabolism slows down and then excess energy is stored as
fat. As soon as dieters stop controlling their food intake, they
eat more than before to store up energy for the next ‘famine’.
Therefore around three-quarters of people that use a diet class
can end up heavier than when they started in the long term.
Diet clubs also sell special ‘low fat’ foods that are often
expensive. The real problem is that these are often loaded
with sugar. This makes the situation a whole lot worse

because the sugar has no nutritional value and effectively
these foods contain hidden calories. Equally bad news is the
fact that foods high in sugar do not satisfy hunger pangs and
so dieters end up feeling even hungrier. Diet clubs can make
money from special diet meals and supplements and they can
make even more money because dieters will go back for
more.
I believe that diet clubs don't work. If they did work, they
would all be closed because members would be lean and not
overweight, simply by way of following a controlled and
regulated plan. Peer review of progress is often fun based and
is typically turned into a quirky competitive event. Nothing
wrong with the approach but the process is simply too easily
reversible.
Low calorie diets produce an energy deficit of around 100500 calories each day. This corresponds to a weight loss of
one to two pounds a week, typical weight loss by of around
8% of body weight over three to 12 months. The problem is
holding steady this level of weight loss over the long term.
That's why diet clubs generally fail.
Not all diet clubs are modelled on fixed syllabus, multi-step
programmes where prescriptive use of prepared menus is
standard. Some clubs and local groups are run as charities.
Some of these groups focus on training dieters to make
healthier decisions when in restaurants, grocery shopping or
cooking. In 2008 a study published in the American Journal
of Preventative Medicine showed that dieters who kept a food
consumption diary lost twice as much weight as those
who did not bother. This points to a psychological influence
at least in part. So how do you know when you have had

enough to eat.? Our brain
constantly monitors the digestion
process. The hormones released
during the digestion process tell the
brain when you are full. So it's
easy, we just stop don't we? Well,
not quite. You see, other factors
such as anxiety and stress can
influence the amount of food we Dave Coombs
eat. Everyday white sugar crystals
are called sucrose. Sucrose
contains two sugars stuck together - fructose and glucose. Of
these fructose is the bad part. The liver is the only organ that
can use the fructose.
Your liver has no feedback loop but for as long as there is
fructose the liver will break it down. The problem comes
when your liver has used all the energy it can handle. The
excess is broken down to fatty acids, and your liver is
damaged by storing the fatty acids as fat. The remainder is
sent to the fat cells, and some is sent to your bloodstream.
Either way, complications are assured later on. Sugar
increases the amount of cholesterol in the blood too.
If plaque from the arteries should break free there is a risk of
a catastrophic episode of stroke or heart attack. Magic bullet
meals like ‘low fat’ processed ready meals make all this
possible. Hidden calories, but a very overt risk.
So what's the answer if you want to shed those extra pounds
amassed over the festive period. The simple dietary advice
comes absolutely free - eat less and exercise more!
Happy New Year.

Willsbridge
Christmas market

Stef is out and about

Our community correspondent Stef Condick was out and about in the local area before Christmas. Here is
some of what she was up to.
Anyone for Hot Chocolate? Here’s my personal survey.
Whether you’re on the Polar Express in your PJs, having a browse around the markets, or just cosy on the settee watching Home Alone, we all
like a Hot Chocolate at Christmas! But in our local area who does the best one?

The Chequers

Willsbridge Mill

Coffee#1

Presentation: 8/10
Taste: 10/10
Setting: 9.5/10
Nice and cosy

Presentation: 6/10
Taste: 8/10
Setting: 10/10
Bonus points for the
delicious roast potatoes
and stuffing balls

Presentation: 9/10
Taste: 10/10
Setting: 7/10
White Choc Gingerbread
is lush!
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Newton St Loe
farm shop

Presentation:5/10
Taste: 7/10
Setting: 8/10
Nice pigs!

Grounded

Presentation: 9/10
Taste: 8/10
Setting: 7/10
Mint!

When you think of Willsbridge
Mill, you probably think of
school trips ‘pond- dipping’ and
looking for tadpoles, not
Christmas shopping!
But this year there was a great
turnout as Willsbridge Mill had
its first ever Christmas Market.
There were stalls set up inside
the mill from all kinds of local
businesses. The stall owners
were all very friendly and
happy to talk about what they
were selling.
Father Christmas even made
time in his busy schedule to pop
by, and give some presents out
to some lucky children who got
to see him.
The choir were singing some
lovely carols and everyone was
singing along, one little girl
even went up and joined in.
There was a lovely family
atmosphere with everyone out
enjoying themselves.
17

Nearly £450k improvements to
sports facilities and open spaces
Sports facilities and public open spaces in Downend,

to fund the construction of a new toilet and changing

Frenchay, Charlton Hayes and Patchway will be
benefitting from almost £450,000 of new facilities and
improvements thanks to developer funding secured by

facility at Frenchay Park, subject to planning
permission.

South Gloucestershire Council.
The funding has been secured as Section 106 developer
contributions from the developments at the former Frenchay
Hospital site and the land at the junction of Hayes Way site
in Charlton Hayes.
Downend and Frenchay Tennis Club will receive almost
£100,000 for the construction of a new clubhouse in
Hambrook with a similar amount for Frenchay Tennis Club

Tools stolen in raid
A garage in Rodway Road, Mangotsfield, was broken
into between 10pm on Monday 3rd January and 3am on
Tuesday 4th.
The door was bent back and pulled from the runners and
a large number of hand and power tools were stolen.
If you have any information about this incident, call Avon
& Somerset Police on 101 or Crimestoppers
anonymously on 0800 555 111.
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Downend and Bromley Health Parish Council will get
£76,300 to fund tennis court renovation and pavilion
access enhancements at Bromley Heath Playing Field.
Cleeve Archers will receive almost £43,000 for the
installation of an air source heat pump and
construction of a covered shooting area at Bromley
Heath Road.
Dings Crusaders RFC has been allocated £36,000 to
install floodlights on the grass pitch at Shaftesbury
Park, Frenchay.
Cleeve Hill Tennis Club will receive £32,500 to fund a
clubhouse extension and the construction of a new tennis

Ash dieback felling
Forestry work was due to be carried out at Pucklechurch
Woodland at Westerleigh Road this week, including
felling due to ash dieback.
People are asked to avoid using the woodland while the
work is taking place.

Cllr Rachael Hunt at Frenchay Tennis Club

court at Cleeve Hill Tennis Club in Downend.
Almost £27,000 is being given to Gorse Covert Local Nature
Reserve in Patchway, and for tree planting around Charlton
Hayes and Patchway.
Frenchay Cricket Club will receive £22,500 for cricket wicket
upgrades at Common Mead Lane, Hambrook. And Patchway
Town Council will get just over £12,600 to construct a court
for older adult sport at Scott Park.
South Gloucestershire Council’s Cabinet Member for
Communities & Local Place Cllr Rachael Hunt said: “Since
2015 our total investment in local sports facilities and public
open spaces has been more than £12m.”
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Spray insulation scams on the
rise in South Gloucestershire
Rogue installers are taking the opportunity to make
doorstep and cold calls to vulnerable homeowners,
pressuring them into installing overpriced and
unnecessary insulation.
South Gloucestershire Council – along with six other
Gloucestershire authorities and Trading Standards - are
reporting a rise in doorstep and cold-call scams that seek to
persuade householders to invest in spray-in insulation for
their home.
The scam involves homeowners being told that the insulation
they currently have in their property is either likely to cause
damage or is soon to become illegal. They are then persuaded
that they should opt for an alternative ‘spray-in’ insulation
which is sold at an inflated price.
Dishonest companies often use databases of people aged 70

Turning plastic
waste into cash

Pub chain Greene King wants your plastic chocolate and
biscuit tubs for recycling to raise money for Macmillan
Cancer Support.
Tens of millions of tubs containing chocolates, sweets
and biscuits are sold in the UK each year, with the
majority sold during the Christmas period. These tubs are

and over and lists of properties that have
already had spray foam insulation
installed to target potential victims.
Commission-based salespeople then
visit, posing as expert surveyors, to
pressure homeowners into signing
contracts for unnecessary and expensive
work. This work is often carried out
within days to avoid homeowners
changing their minds.
The councils’ own home energy advice
service, Warm and Well, is encouraging
householders to remain vigilant and
guard themselves against feeling
pressured into paying for any upgrades
to their property.
This week South Gloucestershire
Council’s Cabinet Member for Adults & Housing, Cllr Ben
Stokes, said: “Through our Warm and Well service, residents
can access independent expert advice and, in many cases,
grant funding towards work that improves their property’s
energy efficiency.
“This can help people make significant savings to energy bills
and supports our efforts to tackle the climate emergency.
Unfortunately, scams like this undermine confidence in
legitimate insulation schemes, which rarely use doorstep
selling tactics. Our guidance is always to seek advice yourself
and if you’re concerned that you may have been targeted by
a scam, contact Trading Standards via the Citizens Advice
helpline.”
Written in collaboration with the Trading Standards team at
South Gloucestershire Council, Warm and Well have
published advice on spotting and avoiding the tell-tale signs
of scams, which can be accessed online at
warmandwell.co.uk/scams
Bernadette Muldowney, who leads the Warm and Well team,

said: “Insulation is one of the best ways we can reduce the
energy we need to heat our homes, and it is one of the most
powerful weapons we have in the fight against climate
change. But unfortunately, this does open the door for
unscrupulous companies who take advantage of people’s best
intentions and sell them expensive improvements that they
don’t need.
“Not only is this costly, but it may result in long-term damage
to the property. We strongly encourage householders to
remain vigilant, recognise the tell-tale signs of scams and
seek independent advice rather than agreeing to opportunities
that arrive unannounced on the doorstep.”
The Warm and Well service is delivered by local charity
Severn Wye Energy Agency and is funded by South
Gloucestershire Council along with Cheltenham Borough
Council, Cotswold District Council, Forest of Dean District
Council, Gloucester City Council, Stroud District Council
and Tewkesbury Borough Council. Warm and Well offers free
home energy advice and grant funding and can be contacted
on Freephone 0800 500 3076.

typically made from polypropylene; a hard plastic that is
not always accepted by local authorities for recycling,

Therapy support for pupils thanks to funding

resulting in it, instead, being incinerated or landfilled.

Staple Hill and Mangotsfield councillors are teaming up
with a local charity and primary schools to provide young

displays, and help out with covering the costs of the
Christmas tree in Fountain Square.

people with access to much-needed psychological therapy.
Katie Cooper, Ian Boulton and Michael Bell have secured
funding to provide two local primary schools - Barley

“Waiting times for children to access psychological
therapy through the NHS can be months and sometimes
years," said Cllr Cooper. “Together the three of us are

Close and Staple Hill - with access to child or family

providing £2,000 to fund 10 blocks of therapy. With this

therapy, through local charity Ignite Life.
The three councillors are using a share of their Member
Awarded Funding to provide the service. Member

money we are able to provide the help quickly and
locally.”
Ignite Life is based in Kingswood and has recently

Awarded Funding, sometimes known as MAF, is a pot of
money allocated to each councillor every year.

established new premises in Staple Hill. The charity’s
vision states: “Every young person should have access to

Councillors can choose how this money is used to benefit
people in their ward. In the past, the three councillors have

help and support where and when they need it most. All
young people should be given the necessary tools needed

used their share to support local foodbanks, fund floral

to overcome adversity.”

Customers are being encouraged to drop off their used
plastic confectionery and biscuit tubs at any of Greene
King's managed pubs, restaurants and hotels.
The tubs will be taken to a specialist recycling facility
and processed into granulated recycled plastic. The
money is raised by selling the recycled plastics with the
profits, approximately eight pence for each tub, going to
Greene King's charity partner Macmillan Cancer
Support. If every tub sold in the UK over the Christmas
period was recycled this way, it would raise almost
£400,000 in donations.
Greene King will be accepting tubs during the whole of
January.
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Frontline services in Bristol to
be protected from council cuts
Protecting frontline services is the priority

the country is facing the same problem as

have limited income – the vast majority of

for Bristol City Council to bridge a

demands on public services grow, and

council tax is spent on social care services

£19.5m budget gap.

available funding from central government

and the need for that is increasing

Libraries, children’s centres and social care

shrinks. We promised to do all we could to

exponentially. Unlike cities abroad, the UK

programmes such as Better Lives will all be

prevent cuts to frontline services, and that’s

has a centralised economy which means we

protected. Instead the focus is on improving

why our savings proposals first and foremost

rely on Government handouts and have very

how the council is run by reducing costs and

are focused on reducing our own internal

limited ways to generate our own income.

creating greater efficiency.

council management costs.

This ultimately means we lack financial

The scale of the financial challenge was

“Sound financial decision making to date has

certainty and are unable to clearly plan for

announced in November and since then the

allowed us to keep libraries and children’s

the longer term.

council says it has worked hard to come up

centres open, while they have closed in many

“Despite these challenges, we will continue

with savings proposals to mitigate it. During

other places facing the same pressures and

to focus on building a city where nobody is

this time, it also received the annual

we will continue our work to create a better,

left behind, has a modern mass transit

the same time, drives a diverse economy that

determination

local

inclusive and more sustainable city for all.

network, affordable homes for all, the high-

provides jobs for all and tackles the climate

government which reduced the gap from

We are adamant that we will reduce costs

quality services our citizens expect, and at

and ecological emergencies.”

£23.1m to £19.5m for 2022-23.

from within, focusing council capacity on

A raft of proposals being published this week

our priorities, and any other decisions will

will go to Bristol’s Cabinet Meeting next

be rigorously assessed so we can be assured

Tuesday (18th January) which will then

they do not disproportionally impact

make a recommendation to full council for

vulnerable citizens.

the annual budget meeting next month.

“At the same time, we appeal to Government

Mayor Rees said: “Every local authority in

to recognise that cities are underfunded. We

of

funding

to

Waste services still being
affected by staff shortages
Staff sickness linked to COVID continues
to affect waste and recycling collections.
South Gloucestershire Council says that
due to ongoing staff shortages, different
vehicles are still being used to collect
recycling in a few areas.
These vehicles have two compartments on
the back. ‘Dry' recycling (plastics, glass,
card, cartons, paper, cans) is put into a
wheeled bin and tipped into one section.
This recycling is sent to a mechanical
sorting facility in Avonmouth before
going to be turned into new products and
packaging. Food waste is collected in a

is temporary and it is working with its
contractor Suez to get back to normal as
soon as possible.
“Our normal vehicles are being used for
most collections, so it's important to carry
on sorting your recycling.”
The council thanks residents for their
continued efforts to recycle, saying they
have helped to keep the district’s recycling
rate above the national average.
There is ongoing disruption to the
recycling service in Bath & North East
Somerset due to staff sickness because of
COVID-19.

separate wheeled bin and tipped into the
other section. It is recycled at an anaerobic

The council asks residents to keep their
boxes out and they will be emptied as

digestion facility, also in Avonmouth,
where it produces energy and non-

soon as possible.
Bristol Waste has also missed collections

chemical fertiliser.
The council says the use of these vehicles

in the last week including in parts of
Brislington and Stockwood.

Recycling in South Gloucestershire
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Launch of Keynsham Abbey website
A new website about Keynsham Abbey has been

1166 by William, Second Earl of Gloucester, is within

Keynsham Abbey Working Group received funding from

launched.

Keynsham Memorial Park

Love Your Park Community Fund.

What remains of the Augustinian Abbey founded in circa

In October 2021 Bristol History & Archaeology Society’s

Part of the grant was for the development and launch of a
website featuring Keynsham Abbey, its history, archaeology
and current events at the abbey remains located in Keynsham
Memorial Park.
This has now been created and can be found at
https://www.keynshamabbey.com/
It details the history of the abbey, its archaeology, images
and blogs and information on the volunteers who look after
the site.
The remainder of the funding is for the creation of a new sign
located at the Abbey remains and for additional medieval
planting.
The group of volunteers, who are keen to recruit new
members, expect to give further information on the rest of
the project in the coming months.
Based on findings from the archaeological dig conducted
following the creation of the Keynsham bypass in the 1960s,

The remains of Keynsham Abbey

the graphic by David Martyn demonstrates the size of

Residential moorings and
shower block ‘lawful’

Bath & North East Somerset Council has granted a
Certificate of Lawful Existing Use for the residential
moorings and a shower block at Broadmead Lane
Industrial Estate in Keynsham.
The application was supported by statutory declarations
from residents of riverboats and the former and current
owners of the land at Broadmead Lane.
The council’s decision last week allows continued use of
the riverboat moorings and retention of the shower block
building, with the council saying there was sufficient

than 10 years prior to the date of the application.
The council said: “As such, the time for taking
enforcement action has passed, and the development is
considered lawful.”
The decision follows another application by the same
applicant for a Certificate of Lawfulness of Existing Use
concerning a timber-clad mobile home at the boatyard on
the industrial estate.
Again the change of use of the riverside land was deemed
lawful as there was sufficient evidence that the change of

evidence to conclude that the change of use of the land for
the moorings had occurred continuously for a period of 10
years prior to the date of the application by Chapel Estates

use of the land had occurred continuously for a period of
10 years so it was too late to take enforcement action and
the development is considered lawful.

Ltd last November.
The shower block building had also been in place for more

The applicant was advised that the site may be liable for
council tax.

Jobs in health and social care
Job hunters looking for a new role or a change in career
can find out about the range of opportunities available in

to recruit new staff.
The fair will be attended by a dozen local employers and

the health and social care sector at a recruitment fair to be
held at Midsomer Norton Town Hall on Friday 21st

they all have vacancies they are looking to fill immediately.
There are roles available for people either with or without

January.
Attendees will be able to meet local employers face to face
and talk to them about available roles, training courses and

experience, many offering flexible hours and working
patterns to fit around other commitments.
Staff from Bath College will also be attending to discuss

apprenticeships.
The fair is in support of Bath and North East Somerset’s

their relevant courses.
The jobs fair is between 10am and 2pm and is open to

Proud to Care campaign which has been celebrating those
currently working in a caring role and helping employers

everyone. There is no need to book and people can just
come along on the day.
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Keynsham Abbey and the surrounding buildings as it would
have existed since c.1166.

Graphic by David Martyn

Café closed
The café at Community at 67 in Keynsham is not
reopening in January due to Omicron and staffing.
The organisers apologise and say they will do all they
can to reopen in February.

Youths smash window
Two youths were seen on CCTV throwing a brick at the
window of a home on Wellsway in Keynsham at
approximately 7.25pm on Monday 3rd January.
The outer pane of the double-glazed window was
shattered.
If you have any information, contact the police on 101.
Alternatively call Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800
555 111.
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Sudoku Solutions
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Crossword Solution

2-Hard
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Service Directory
Aerials

Appliances

Blinds

Boiler Service

Carpentry

Electrical

Garden Services

Carpet Cleaning

Chimney Sweeps

Foot Care

Home Help

Garden Services

Locksmiths

Car Repairs
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Computers
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Service Directory
Oven Cleaning

Home
Maintenance

Plumbing

Sewing Lessons

Venue Hire

OLDLAND
Village Club
Bar & Social Club

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more
Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

0117 9077432

for further details
www.oldlandvillageclub.co.uk

Telephone
Engineers

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Waste Disposal

An advert
like this costs

Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

We load and clear any
household, garden, garage
and shed clearance
Free estimates
Fully licensed
85% recycled

Adverts cost £4.20 per

at anytime to book

+ VAT

centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper
each insertion
becomes

1 week - £21

per insert

2 weeks - £18.90

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

All prices per week exc VAT

+ VAT

per insert

Rubbish
Clearance

Call 0117 9373009

£21.00

1 week = £21
2 weeks = £18.90
4 weeks = £17.85
6 weeks = £16.80
8 weeks = £15.75
12 weeks = £14.70
26 weeks = £13.65
52 weeks = £12.60

£21.00

Cheap and fast

Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you book
the cheaper each insertion
becomes

An advert
like this costs

Painting
& Decorating

4 wk - £17.85
6 wk - £16.80
8 wk - £15.75

Tree Services

12 wk - £14.70
26 wk - £13.65
52 wk - £12.60
All prices per week
exc VAT

Wigs

You can choose
fortnightly, monthly
or specific insertion

Plumbing

dates as long as the
total number of
insertions booked

You don't have to book
successive weeks. You can
choose fortnightly, monthly or
specific insertion dates as
long as the total number of

Roofing

corresponds to the
discount rate.

insertions booked
corresponds to the discount

Similar percentage

rate.

discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Similar percentage discounts
apply equally to larger sized
adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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You don't have to book
successive weeks.

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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