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Tesco IS behind plans for controversial
corner shop in Warmley
Speculation that Tesco is behind the controversial

right) was swiftly updated on the council’s website with

plans for a corner shop next to the King Billy pub in

Tesco’s name removed. The Week In was told there had

Warmley appears to have been confirmed - by the

been an “error”.

retail giant itself.

Now it has emerged that Tesco lodged a proposal last

Last summer (Issue 686) we reported on plans submitted

month to install a new ATM, camera and light at the pub

to South Gloucestershire Council by Cordage Estates to

although the map submitted with the application shows it

proposals claim that road safety concerns flagged up by

demolish part of the King William IV pub and build a

as being on the land to the side where the “Tesco Express”

the highways officer have also been addressed, with

convenience shop on land at the side, by the junction of

store would be.

smaller delivery vehicles proposed.

Cadbury Heath Road and Tower Road South. A new

The application was swiftly withdrawn however after a

Until recently there was a family-run corner shop,

access is proposed off Tower Road South.

South Gloucestershire Council planning officer pointed

incorporating a post office branch, on the other side of the

Because the plans at first included an image showing a

out to Tesco that the application for the building is still

junction. However, that suddenly closed, as we reported

Tesco sign, there was speculation that the retail giant was

under consideration, that “no planning permission has

earlier tast month (Issue 708) when the Post Office told

intent on opening there. However, that image (pictured top

been granted and there is no building there for these items

us that the postmaster had decided to resign as the

to be attached to, therefore the application cannot be

premises were unavailable and future provision would

considered”.

reflect customer numbers and usage.

The proposals for a convenience store have sparked an
outpouring of objections, with various concerns raised,
including that the area is already very well served with
convenience stores, that the junction is busy and
dangerous and that parking problems would be made
worse.
Many people have since reiterated their objections to
revised plans which seek to address issues raised by the
council’s urban design and conservation officers. The new
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Concern that proposed
signs could distract drivers
Plans by DIY giant Wickes to display three large
advertising signs next to the store at Gallagher Retail
Park in Longwell Green are causing road safety and
environmental concerns.
Each of the banners would be in frames measuring more than
1.8 metres high by 6.7 metres wide and would be outside the
store which is on the corner of the A431 at Stonehill and
Aldermoor Way.
Some residents living nearby have voiced concern to South
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Gloucestershire Council about the “overbearing impact” the
large advertising banners would have, fearing they could be
confusing and distracting for motorists on a stretch of the
A431 that already has very frequent accidents with drivers
going into the back of other vehicles in queuing traffic.
They have also highlighted the environmental effect of
banners of this size flapping in the wind which would deter
birds and other wildlife, and point out that the area around
the store had extensive wildlife, prior to mature trees and
hedgerows being ripped out before the
recent store renovations.
Oldland Parish Council has also lodged an
objection, saying: “The siting of these
proposed signs is close to a very busy
signal-controlled road junction and risks
unduly distracting drivers and degrading
road safety.
“A secondary concern is visual amenity, as
these signs will be attached to an
unattractive metal pole framework which
detracts from the quality of the street scene.”
The parish council added that restoration of

landscaping and natural screening would be welcomed.
But South Gloucestershire Council’s transport development
control team has said it does not believe that the proposed
signs will create any severe or unacceptable issues.
A decision by council planners is expected later this month.

Stroke support meetings
A group which supports stroke sufferers will return to
running face-to-face meetings starting this month.
Bristol After Stroke will be holding weekly meetings
each Wednesday from January onwards at Lyde Green
Community Centre. The group has been operating online
since the start of the pandemic.
And volunteers are sought to help run activities and offer
support to sufferers. Bristol After Stroke currently
supports around 850 people and their families per year.
Half the people who access their services are of working
age.
If you want to know more visit
www.bristolafterstroke.org.uk or email
Lucy.Stockall@Bristolafterstroke.org.uk
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Developer wins the go-ahead to fit more
homes into Hygge Park in Keynsham
Developer Crest Nicholson has been granted planning
permission to build more than a dozen extra houses on
the Hygge Park estate at Bath Road in Keynsham.
The replan of three previously approved areas of
development involving 40 homes sees an increase of 13
properties, bringing the total number at Hygge Park to 274.
Four of the extra homes are deemed “affordable”.
Crest Nicholson said the reason for the planning application
to Bath & North East Somerset Council was the introduction
of a new house type range.
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The developer’s agents said the overall Hygge Park scheme
would continue to “comfortably overprovide on open space
overall”.
Local councillor Andy Wait had asked that the planning
application be heard at committee because of concern about
overdevelopment and the reduction in green space, with
particular reference to the loss of allotments and the council’s
desire for a carbon neutral site.
Keynsham Town Council also flagged up concern that the
development proposal amounted to overdevelopment.
Other objections were received highlighting
issues including excessive house building in
Keynsham, ecological implications and
highway concerns.
However, the council’s planning officers
recommended that the application be
approved, saying that the scheme would be
acceptable in terms of layout, scale,
appearance and landscaping, and that the
extra 13 homes would not impact on the
access or highway capacity.
Their report said: “The development is
overall considered to be ecologically
acceptable and no other significant issues

have arisen as a result of this development.”
The chair of B&NES Council’s planning committee Sue
Craig confirmed that the scheme could be approved under
delegated powers, rather than the need to hear it at committee.
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New orchard by car park
features traditional
Gloucestershire varieties
Volunteers braved the chilly weather to
transform a plain grassy area next to
Longwell Green Leisure Centre into a
diverse orchard.
They planted eight apple trees next to the car
park for both people and wildlife to enjoy.
The planting was organised by Kingswood
Climate Action Group with support from
South Gloucestershire Council which paid for
the trees as part of its climate action fund.
They were supplied by Lodge Farm Trees,
which specialises in propagating old rare
apple, pear and plum varieties originating
from the Gloucestershire area.
The trees are a mixture of heritage and rare
varieties producing mainly eating apples,
with a couple of cider apples for good
measure. These include Jackets and
Waistcoats, Blenheim Orange and Laxton
Superb as well as Arlingham Schoolboys,
which is a variety that’s been saved from near
extinction, and Ashmeads Kernal, a
Gloucestershire variety which dates back as
far as 1700.
They will soon be joined by couple of pear
trees and it is hoped that wildflower seeds
that were also sown will bring some added
colour in the spring.
According to Gloucestershire Orchard Trust,
about 75% of Gloucestershire’s orchards

have been lost in the past 50 years. As well
as keeping the old varieties of apples
growing, orchards are an excellent haven for
wildlife, with the blossoms and fruits
providing food for pollinators such as bees
and butterflies from spring right through to
the autumn. A mature orchard can support
many insect species which in turn attract
birds and bats.
Jon Gadsen, from Kingswood Climate Action
Group and a councillor in neighbouring
Siston parish, said: “The orchard is an
example of how we can support nature on our
doorsteps and also grow food locally, rather
than buying apples which have been imported
from abroad. We’re looking forward to
harvesting the first fruits, though we may
have to wait a couple of years!”
Sally Pattison, biodiversity officer for South
Gloucestershire Council, added: “It’s great to
work with the community on a project that
delivers food as well as increasing tree cover
and providing habitat for wildlife and
pollinators.”
The trees will also provide shade in the
summer and a place for people to relax.
You can get involved with Kingswood
Climate Action Group by emailing
kingswoodclimateaction@gmail.com or find
them on Facebook.
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Popular care home manager retires
Collingwood Care Home in Longwell Green has said
farewell to its long-standing manager.
Wendy Pullin, 60, who has cared for hundreds of people
during her time at the home, retired just before Christmas.
Wendy worked evening shifts at Collingwood for 10 years
and then served as deputy manager for three years before
being appointed as manager when Stephanie and David

Bailey bought the business in 2001.
Wendy, who lives in Oldland Common, says she has worked
with a great team and will miss them but is now looking
forward to spending more time with her husband Martin,
children Matt and Becky and grandchildren Jack and Callum,
as well as doing some gardening.
The Baileys said that Wendy would be much missed and

praised her for always being there for staff, residents and their
families. They are pleased that deputy manager Lizzy Hilliam
has stepped up to take over from Wendy.

Railway Path reopens
after drainage works
The Bristol and Bath Railway Path reopened to
pedestrians and cyclists at the Staple Hill Tunnel before
Christmas.
The path had been closed for six weeks while South
Gloucestershire Council Streetcare teams carried out
works to unblock the main drainage ditch.
Badgers had been digging soil over the retaining wall
causing the blockage.
A pipe in the ditch has been installed to stop the soil from
the badgers affecting drainage in the future.
Ditch clearance and widening works were also carried
out to help hold extra rainfall in prolonged spells of very
wet weather. The council thanks everyone for their
patience during the work.

Plans to upgrade
base station approved
Wendy Pullin, centre, with Collingwood’s owners Stephanie & David Bailey

Developer lodges appeal to
build 15 affordable homes
A developer whose plans for 15 affordable homes close to
the Pucklechurch border were refused by South
Gloucestershire Council is now appealing to the Secretary
of State.
Skye Property Group’s scheme is for land at Hillcrest,
Abson Road. Six semi-detached houses, two bungalows
and seven self-build units are planned, with solar panels,
air source heat pumps and electric car charging points.
The council had refused the application, saying the site is
not within a defined settlement and the proposals would be
an inappropriate form of development in the Green Belt.
The application also failed because of the absence of
appropriate planning agreements to secure contributions
towards affordable housing in the district and public open
space.
Access was not being determined as part of the outline
application, nor was layout. However, a proposed site plan
indicated that a new vehicle access would be provided to
the east of the site, off Abson Road, and a further
pedestrian and cycle link to Back Lane, at the northern end
of the site.
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Planning permission has been granted to plans by phone
giants Vodafone and Telefonica (02), to upgrade the 20metre high radio base station at Jarretts Garden Centre in
Willsbridge.
The application made to South Gloucestershire Council
said that the station needed updating to provide improved
network services to the area using the latest technology,
including the provision of new 3/4G and 5G mobile
connectivity.
The new mast will be 22.5 metres to the top of the three
antennas.
In granting permission the council said that given the
relatively isolated location and tree cover/screening
around much of the site, it would not cause significant or
additional visual impact.

Wick & Abson Parish Council, Pucklechurch Parish
Council and 15 local residents objected to the scheme.
The applicant’s previous plans for 15 self-build properties,
of which six plots would have been affordable housing,
were rejected by the council in 2020 for being outside of
any defined settlement boundary and on the grounds of
inappropriate development in the Green Belt. A planning
inspector upheld the decision on appeal.
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Inspirational people
honoured by the Queen

Petition calling for cancellation
of Ring Road junction
proposals is presented
A petition calling for the scrapping of
plans to build more “mega-roundabouts”
on the A4174 Ring Road has been
presented to South Gloucestershire
Council.
Staple Hill councillor Katie Cooper

84% of respondents were opposed to the
scheme.
Critics of the £30m plans, which include
three more throughabouts, say they are
contradictory to the council’s climate
emergency action plan. The council has

formally presented the petition, which had
been started on the Action Network
website by South Gloucestershire Green
Party. It drew more than 1,500 signatures.
South Gloucestershire’s first throughabout
on the Ring Road opened at Wraxall Road
at Warmley in October and cost close to
£7m. The council has plans to make
changes to a further five Ring Road
junctions between Longwell Green and
Lyde Green but applied the brakes in
November for a review in the wake of a
public consultation which revealed that

committed to reduce car usage by at least
20 per cent by 2030.
Campaigners say the plans for the
roundabouts would increases car capacity
and do nothing to improve active travel or
public transport.
The council is being urged to put
residents’ minds at rest and “cancel
outright” the plans for the roundabouts
and instead concentrate on developing a
transport policy that focuses on the
commitment of its core strategy to reduce
the reliance on cars.

Among the local people recognised in the
New Year Honours list are the former
Avon & Somerset Police and Crime
Commissioner Sue Mountstevens.
Ms Mountstevens receives the OBE for
services to the community in Bristol,
Somerset and South Gloucestershire.
She was the first person to hold the post,
serving as an Independent commissioner
from November 2012 until May 2021 when
she stood down.

Jon Owen

Sue Mountstevens

She now chairs Quartet Community
Foundation.
Also honoured is Sister Margaret Harlock,
who is chair of governors at St Brendan’s

Bonfire concern
Firefighters from the Hicks Gate station
were called out to Stockwood last Tuesday
after embers from a bonfire in a rear
garden in Stockwood Road were travelling
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due to the high winds.
They used a triple extension ladder and
high pressure hose reel to extinguish the
fire.

Sixth Form College in Brislington. She
receives the MBE for services to further
education.

Sister Margaret Harlock

Inspector Jon Owen has been awarded the
Queen’s Police Medal for his innovative
work to improve Avon & Somerset Police’s
response to people in mental health crisis.
Thanks to one of his initiatives, frontline
officers can get practical real-time guidance
on mental health legislation and how to
access support from NHS community mental
health services from a group of more than 50
officers who have had extra training.
His work has not only improved the force’s
support for vulnerable people in the
community, but his leadership has helped
break down barriers and encouraged
colleagues within the police service to take
care of their own mental health.
Among those receiving the British Empire
Medal (BEM) is Stuart Ballard from
Keynsham, Deputy County Commissioner of
Avon County Scouts, for services to young
people.
And Anthony Holdom from Downend,
company manager and artistic director of the
Bristol-based Misfits Theatre Company,
receives a BEM for services to adults with
learning disabilities.
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Celebration event to mark pay-outs to good causes
More than £6,000 was raised by members
shopping at Co-op for three community
causes supported by the Hanham High

Street store and Redfield Funeralcare.
Matt from the Hanham store and Emily from
Redfield Funeralcare were in attendance at
the celebration event when the pay-outs were
made.
Hanham Toddlers Pre-School received
£1,969.36 to buy equipment for their forest
school and to renovate the outside space to
include a covered seating area so that
children and local groups can use it in all
weathers.
The Friends of Magpie Bottom received
£2,209.39 to open up more of the reserve to
the less able, and to provide an interpretation
board showing the layout and path network

and features such as the pond.
And Juice Community Project at Cadbury
Heath was awarded £1,960.12 to provide the

community with a safe place where they can
access practical help, for example emergency
food and supplies.

Capacity improvement plans
at sewage works unveiled
Wessex Water has unveiled plans which
will improve capacity at its sewage
purification works at Saltford.
The utility company says the development
is also needed to meet new criteria set out
by the Environment Agency.
Bath & North East Somerset Council is
being asked to approve the planning
application for five kiosks containing
control equipment for the wastewater
treatment plant at Mead Lane. A
landscaping bund on an agricultural field
next to the centre is also proposed to
screen views.
The current centre is shown on Ordnance
Survey maps from 1914. It was expanded

in the 1960s but has remained
significantly unaltered since then apart
from two large storm tanks and four filter
beds which were installed in the early
2000s.
It is proposed to start the works in early
2023.
Wessex Water’s recent planning
application for a new bridge over the
River Avon and a link road to the A431,
which will take traffic away from Saltford,
was successful, as we reported in our last
issue.
The planning reference is 21/05626/FUL
and the deadline for comments is 3rd
February.

Nominations now open
for community awards
Saltford Parish Council has announced the
launch of its Community Awards 2022.
Awards are given for an outstanding
contribution, performance or commitment
to Saltford. They recognise those
individuals and groups that have made and
are making a positive contribution to
Saltford life, and show leadership,
initiative or commitment in the local
community.
The categories are:
• Young Person of the Year in Saltford
Award
• Volunteer Team of the Year in Saltford
Award
• Saltford – Achievement Award

• Business in the Community Award.
Anyone can nominate an individual, group
or business. Nomination forms and criteria
information are available on the council’s
website. More than one award is often
awarded. The last date to submit a
nomination form is 21st February.
Along with public recognition for their
contribution to the Saltford community at
the awards ceremony, winners also will
receive a certificate and £75 towards their
chosen Saltford group, project, cause or
charity.
The awards ceremony will take place on
1st April 2022 at Saltford Hall (pending
COVID regulations).
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Graffiti blitz in Staple
Hill and Kingswood

LETTERS
Consideration needed on
shared routes

Missing poppies
Dear Editor

Dear Editor

What a lovely thank you letter from the

Martyn Maw's reply (Issue 710) to Mrs Owens’

Keynsham Legion in Issue 709 on 15th

letter about Keynsham Road cycle path raises

December.

some interesting points.

As always it was a lovely parade and very well-

Yes, the cycle path is not one of the best but used

attended considering the current circumstances.

considerately, it is usable by both parties until it

We as residents of 53 years have always been very

is improved.

proud of our village but, sadly it’s been lost in the

It's mentioned that cyclists have to stop and cross

sprawl now.

the road. Pedestrians do this - why can't cyclists?

If the parade hadn’t gone ahead there would have

Regarding the reference to the Bristol and Bath

been absolutely no sign of Remembrance in

Railway Path and cyclists not being able to go fast

Keynsham. We pass through many small villages

means they may use another route, again I say that

such as Barrow Gurney and Burnham having

with consideration for others, both parties can use

poppies displayed on lamp posts and telegraph

it safely. It is not designed to be a racetrack but a

poles.

shared pleasant path between two cities, enjoyed

These can be taken down and used each year (no

by all.

waste). What happened to the poppies that were

I for one would not drive via the M4 from

crocheted for the last Remembrance service in

Willsbridge to Keynsham to avoid cyclists on

Keynsham and beautifully draped from our

Keynsham Road - think of the extra pollution. I

church and displays in our shops (which are very

have no problem at all with what a cyclist decides

few now). We could have had a huge poppy on

to wear but my original letter was about those

your massive council building B&NES Council!

who decide to ride on a busy road with large

Shame on B&NES Council and Keynsham Town

trucks such as I J McGill's and the 17 bus. Again

Council.

this week I encountered one with no lights, just a

Sheila Waters

very worn orange hi viz on the road nearly
invisible in the dark at 7.30am.

cycle path has got to be safer than that stretch of
road?
Unfortunately we all know that by the time the
council decide what to do to improve the path
many, many years will pass.
Nick Gould
Oldland Common

Sunday charges

The Week In is independent of any political or
commercial interest.

We aim to produce a

balanced and accurate view of local news and
welcome comments from our readers. Normally,
we will publish letters in full but reserve the right
to shorten or clarify the contents or to refuse
publication. Please try to keep letters under 300
words and supply your full name and address for
reasons of authentication. Only the name and
district where you live will be reproduced.

Dear Editor

Anonymity

A conversation with a parking operative revealed

circumstances.

is

possible

under

What a shame! Don’t get caught out next time you
visit.
John K
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Cllr Rachael Hunt joins StreetCare operatives to remove graffiti in Kingswood

certain

plans to introduce Sunday parking charges in
Royal Victoria Park in Bath from 9th January.

economy set to benefit from more
welcoming town centres and more people
likely to visit.
“I really enjoyed working with the team to
remove some of the graffiti and it was hugely
satisfying to see how the area was uplifted
afterwards. Any additional graffiti
discovered during the clean-up was removed
to improve the general appearance of the
area, so we noticed a positive difference
straight away.
“My thanks go to the team for their
continued work as they move to Downend in
early 2022.”
The project was funded by the European
Regional Development Fund. The council
can remove graffiti from private property
with the consent of the owner and there is a
charge for this service.
Graffiti
can
be
reported
at
www.southglos.gov.uk/environment-andplanning/street-care-and-cleaning/graffiti/
Graffiti is a form of vandalism and if you
witness any incidents call the police on 101.

Write to us

Of course a cyclist can use a road if they so wish
but doesn't common sense indicate that the

A total of 129 sites around Staple Hill and
Kingswood have been cleared of graffiti as
part of South Gloucestershire Council’s
commitment to improve, regenerate and
make local high streets more welcoming
and pleasant places.
Unsightly markings on walls and buildings
have been removed from 92 sites in Staple
Hill and 37 in Kingswood and the council
team will be moving on to tackle graffiti in
Downend early this year.
South Gloucestershire Council’s Cabinet
Member for Communities & Local Place,
Cllr Rachael Hunt, joined the team of
operatives during the recent clean-up in
Kingswood.
She said: “We want our neighbourhoods to
be places that our residents are proud of, and
graffiti can blight local communities and
bring down the appearance of our high
streets.
“Clearing the graffiti has made a significant
difference to the aesthetic appearance of
these areas, with businesses and the local

Copy can be sent by post or, preferably, email and should arrive at our offices no
later than 9.00am on the Monday of each
week. E-mail to:admin@theweekin.co.uk

Office conversion
South Gloucestershire Council has granted prior approval for offices at 5, 6 and 7 St
Lukes House at Emerson Way in Emersons Green to be converted into four homes.
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Get to know Siston Common’s history and ecology
The Friends of Siston Common are a community group
focused on protecting and maintaining the commons of
Siston parish for all to enjoy and ensuring there is a legacy
for future generations.
Led by Phoebe Trott, the education officer for the Friends,
the group want to engage the community, particularly young
people, with the common. Since October they have been
running various events and activities through their Heritage
Walking Group to show people that Siston Common is an
important site of conservation and historical interest.
Events are held every other Saturday at 2pm, unless otherwise
specified, and the group meet on Siston Common with all
details posted on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter.
Each event showcases a different interesting part of Siston
Common’s history and ecology, from its tree species to its
history of coal mining. So far there has been a bat walk, a tree
identification walk, a nature crafting session and a children’s
fairy trail among others, with the last walk on New Year’s
Day explaining the history of commons and protest and how
Siston Common fits into land rights today.
On 15th January the title of the walk is Climate Change and

the Commons. This will be a tour of the remnants of the coal
mining industry on Siston Common, emphasising the idea
that increased emissions during the Industrial Revolution are
still impacting climate today, and how Siston Common fits
into that story. The walk is from 2pm to 3.15pm.
On 29th January there will be a walk learning how to identify
mosses and lichens that grow in the local area. This will go
from Warmley Forest Park to Siston Common and back and
will take place from 2pm to 3.15pm.
On 12th February the walk from 2pm to 3.15pm will focus
on trying to spot some of the birds that winter in the UK.
Then on 26th February an event called Welcoming Back the
Light will celebrate the return of spring. People are invited
to come and try out some traditional folk practices mixed with
a little modern-day gratitude. Says Phoebe: “We will be tying
‘ribbons’ (natural alternatives that won’t harm the wildlife)
dipped in the stream in nearby trees, then going for a litter
pick as an act of gratitude for the new spring.”
This walk will go from Warmley Forest Park to Siston
Common and back, and again takes place from 2pm to
3.15pm.

Pictures from recent events,
taken by James Hackett
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Sunday 9th January
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Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green
(10.30am-4pm)

9
4
7 8

Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm)
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)

1
5

3

9

9 3
4

9
6

5

Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH
(10am-4pm)

7
9
5 3
7 2

Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park
(9.30am-4.30pm)

2

Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)

4

Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway
(11am-5pm)

3

Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds
(10am-4pm)

9

Council dealing with ‘potential legal
challenge’ over road restrictions
Controversial traffic restrictions remained in place on two
Staple Hill roads this week even though they had been due
to be removed before Christmas.
On 22nd December, the day before the expected dismantling
of the trial barricades on Signal Road and Charnell Road, the
council posted on its website: “The revocation order was not
made as anticipated on 1st December 2021 and so measures
cannot be removed on 23rd December 2021. All physical
measures installed during the trial closure will remain in place
for the foreseeable future.
“Further updates on the next steps will be posted here as we
approach the expiration of the 18-month experimental period
in the new year.”
The council then offered more information the following day:
“The restrictions were due to be removed this week, however,
they will now remain in place while the council responds to
a potential legal challenge to their imposition.
“The measures on
Signal
Road
and
Charnell Road were
installed last year in
response
to
the
COVID-19 pandemic
and to optimise the
increases in active
travel and greatly
reduced vehicle use
seen during lockdown.
“Despite the positive
Charnell Road
response from people

Crossword

living on the roads immediately affected, a recent
consultation showed that the scheme had not been well
received by residents in the wider area, which is why a
decision had been made to remove the restrictions. We
continue to work with residents and local members to provide
a solution for this area to help reduce traffic and congestion
and to make active travel more accessible.”
At the council’s 15th December meeting, a petition against
the removal of the active travel scheme, signed by 250
people, was presented by Staple Hill councillor Katie Cooper.
She spoke about the “upset and division” caused by the road
closures and said her colleague Cllr Ian Boulton had started
a petition asking for a traffic management review of Staple
Hill to be held as soon as possible.
Three of the residents who signed the petition addressed the
meeting, explaining that despite being a narrow road and
providing a major access point to the Bristol and Bath
Railway Path, Signal Road had been a busy rat-run prior to
the restrictions.
They said that many more families now make their way to
the Railway Path and there has been a big increase in the
number of schoolchildren passing through.
The residents said the decision to not make the scheme
permanent had been taken by the council’s director of
environment and community services based purely on the
outcome of an outline consultation and a petition from
Teewell Hill residents. He made his decision even though the
council’s traffic services team had recommended that the
scheme be made permanent and the senior environmental
policy and climate change officer was in favour of keeping

ACROSS

Signal Road

it.
The meeting heard that many cyclists and walkers who the
petitioners had spoken to had not realised the scheme was
going to be revoked as no attempt had been made by the
council to engage with them. The council was also accused
by residents of a “serious shortcoming” in not following
Government guidance in assessing how and in what form a
scheme should be made permanent as data on traffic,
pedestrians, cyclists and air quality had not been collected.

Up to 200 scooters
damaged in fire
As many as 200 Voi rental scooters were damaged in a
fire in a warehouse in Brislington on New Year’s Day.
Crews from Kingswood, Hicks Gate, Bedminster and
Temple fire stations attended the blaze and were at the
scene for several hours.
The cause of the fire was being investigated. It is
understood that it has put about 20% of Voi’s long-term
rental fleet out of service.

DOWN

1. Midwest US state (9) 1. Artificial hair (3)
6. Hat (3)

2. Portable chair (5)

8. Female deity (7)

3. Augury (4)

9. Big (5)

4. Female sibling (6)

10. Financial
institution (4)

5. African river (4)

11. Affirmative (3)

7. Before long (9)

13. Curse (4)

10. Spectator (9)

14. Value (5)

11. Alpine call (5)

16. Holy (6)

12. Cooker (5)

18. Market for
goods (6)

14. Sebaceous cyst (3)

19. Audacity (5)
21. Distant (4)
22. Untruth (3)
23. Pale (4)
27. Lament (5)
28. Barren (7)

6. Cut back (7)

15. Tint (3)
17. Vexation (7)
20. Cutting tool (6)
24. Playground item (5)
25. Join metal (4)
26. Perceive sound (4)
29. Consume (3)

30. Move quickly (3)
31. Utterly (9)
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Ongoing controversy over development
plot next to Kingswood Rugby Club
Efforts to develop a plot of land next to Kingswood Rugby
Club for housing have taken a new twist.
The latest bid by Horizon Construction Bristol Ltd for the
plot at the rear of 58-68 Grimsbury Road is for a maximum
of five houses.
Locals claim the site is “landlocked” as the lane from the road
to the site is private. They highlight that the entrance to the
lane is on a mini-roundabout which can’t accommodate the
extra traffic that would be generated by five three-bedroom
houses.
It is also pointed out that more vehicles are now using

The lane leading to the site
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Grimsbury Road as a rat-run to avoid the new
throughabout on the A4174 Ring Road.
And they say that a hedgerow has already been
removed by the developer, killing off wildlife
habitat.
In 2017 South Gloucestershire Council granted
planning permission for three houses but this
approval has now lapsed. Permission was given
at time when the council was unable to show it
had a five-year land supply of housing, but this is
not currently the case.
The developer wants to make more efficient use
of the site and applied last year to build a block of nine
apartments, but the council rejected that plan in November,
saying it was “overly ambitious” and would result in a
cramped form of development that would be out of character
with the location.
However, the council added that if the design was reduced to
a two-storey building and moved within the site, it might be
possible to accommodate a reduced number of flats,
suggesting a maximum of six.
The latest application for permission in principle for a
maximum of five homes has sparked objections from Oldland
Parish Council as well as local residents.

The junction

The parish council says the plans are “excessive” and the
layout “cramped”, adding: “The access road is inadequate for
the likely level of traffic movements so close to the miniroundabout.”
When South Gloucestershire Council considered the last
application for nine flats it noted that although a number of
local residents had stated that the access lane is in private
ownership, jointly owned by local residents, a search of the
Land Registry had revealed that the lane is unregistered.
“Although it is acknowledged that there could be covenants
on the land that neither the local planning authority nor the
applicant is aware of, this would be a civil matter to be
investigated by affected parties.”
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End of an era as landmark tower
and chimney are demolished
The landmark water tower and chimney at the old

Adam Pope, McGill’s project manager,

Keynsham Paper Mill site were demolished in the week

explained: “The works had to be carried

before Christmas.

out between the hours of 11.30pm and

The site at Avon Mill Lane is the headquarters of I J McGill

4am due to the location of the structures

Transport Ltd, which moved in two years ago, although the

to the railway. This was stipulated by

company’s links there go right back to when Ian McGill

Network Rail as they had to carry out line

launched his business with one vehicle some 40 years ago.

closures whilst the demolition occurred,

The tower and chimney were removed on 18th December for

reducing any interruption to rail services.

safety reasons and the noise of the structures crashing down

“We apologise for any disturbances

caused some consternation, with many people pondering on

caused whilst these works were carried

social media about what the noise in the night might be.

out; a number of letters were sent to
immediate houses and the emergency

The tower is demolished

services were notified of our intentions.
We didn’t make a public announcement
beforehand as we didn’t want to draw
attention to the demolition due to safety
concerns of any bystanders wanting to
watch.”
It is understood that the tower and the
original chimney were constructed at the
time of the site being built, which was
circa 1933. Adam said: “The water

An old image of Keynsham Paper Mill site looking west

tower was used to store water pumped
from the River Avon and was used to cool
the machinery used at the time. The
chimney was part of the boiler house that
generated electricity to power the site as a
whole.
“The original chimney was demolished
and replaced with what was the current
one in the early 1980s. Both structures had
come to the end of their lifespan some
time ago and had to be removed for safety
The chimney comes down

reasons.”
He said the clearance work would now
allow the area to be used for the loading
of vehicles and will aid greatly in the
operation of the business. The company
has also just renewed and relocated the
electricity substation which is part the
Keynsham ring main situated on the site.
Outlining the history of the company,

The site today

Adam said: “We were founded in 1979 by
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Ian McGill who was an owner/driver. Ian used to run his

to be to become fully operational.

vehicle out of Keynsham Paper Mill, collecting and

“We look forward to building a new warehouse during 2022

delivering paper goods around the UK and Europe. The

which will allow us to consolidate our operation on one site

business has since grown and now employs over 200 people

and reduce the cross-town movements to current existing

across five depots around the country.”

sites.”

Having outgrown its yard in Unity Road, the trucking

Meanwhile the company says it doesn’t have that many

company purchased the old paper mill site in 2017 from D S

pictures or much literature from when the site was operating

Smith, eventually moving across to Avon Mill Lane in

as Keynsham Paper Mill. Adam said: “We would welcome

January 2020. Adam said: “During this time we had to carry

any information or pictures from your readers who know

out extensive renovations to get the site to where it needed

anything about the history of the site.”
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Generation Care – Is it time for a change?
Careers in care are diverse and rewarding
With the recent challenges in the care
sector behind us, now is the time to
start building the next generation of care
workers – our Generation Care.
Working at St Monica Trust is about so
much more than care. It’s having the
opportunity to build your career and
develop your skills, whilst delivering the
best experience of aging to our
wonderful residents. We’ll provide
award-winning training and all the
mentoring you’ll need to build a

With dignity at the heart of all we do,
you’ll be improving the lives of our
residents by helping with day-to-day
practical things like bathing, dressing,
meal times and activities. In fact, you’ll be
such an important part of their lives
you’ll get to know them, their families
and friends.
And who knows what direction this
could take you, nursing, management or
towards head office support functions?

fulfilling and successful career.

Become Generation Care and
start your amazing journey
For more information about the fantastic opportunities
in care please email recruitment@stmonicatrust.org.uk
or call 0117 949 4091. www.stmonicatrust.org.uk/jobs
Registered charity no: 202151

Future plans for The Week In discussed
The Week In Community recently held its second

and make presentations to groups and societies. The first of

towards net zero.

members’ meeting of a COVID disrupted 2021.

these in January is to Keynsham Now, the town’s youth

If you want to become more closely involved in how The

These meetings are a chance to update members on the

council. A special young person/student rate will also be

Week In Community operates then you too can become a

progress of The Week In newspaper and to discuss future

introduced this year as an alternative to the standard £36 fee.

member of the society. To do so, either complete the form

plans for the society. The issues discussed at the Hanham

Terra Carta is the brainchild of the Sustainable Markets

below

Community Centre late last year were then presented to the

Initiative whose patron is Prince Charles. It sets out criteria

www.theweekin.co.uk. Simply click on the ‘Become a

wider membership, many of whom were still isolating or

for businesses to be run in a sustainable manner in the move

member’ button at the top of the home page.

or

sign

up

online

using

our

website

concerned about in-person gatherings.
The main points under review were what to do with any
profits from the newspaper, how to widen the scope for new
members and whether The Week In Community should align
itself to the principles of the Terra Carta organisation.
Despite the challenges presented by COVID, The Week In
newspaper looks set to declare a small operating profit at the
end of this financial year. As a community benefit society
The Week In Community has to re-invest any surpluses into
the community. The discussions focused on whether to set
up a grants committee which could in turn make small
awards to other local community groups or to put the money
towards engaging a young apprentice or member of staff to
learn the ropes of newspaper production.
The meeting also learnt that advertising income from the
newspaper remains the principal source of revenue for The
Week In Community but that more emphasis was to be put
into growing membership numbers in the coming years,
particularly among younger age groups. To this end, Stephen
Rodgers will be going out into the community to give talks
The Week in • Wednesday 5th January 2022
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Metro Mayor calls for an outright ban on trail hunting
West of England Metro Mayor Dan Norris
called for an outright ban on all hunting,
including trail hunting, as the traditional
Boxing Day hunts took place.
Three hunts cover parts of the West of England
area - Beaufort, Mendip Farmers and Berkeley.
As a stepping stone the Metro Mayor says he
wants to see the Hunting Act strengthened and
loopholes removed which campaigners claim
allow hunts to still get away with killing foxes

for fun.
Fox hunting was banned in England and Wales
following the introduction of the Hunting Act
2004 which Mr Norris, then MP for Wansdyke,
voted for.
However trail hunting, for which hounds are
trained to follow an artificial scent, is permitted
under current legislation. Campaigners believe
that some hunts are undermining the law and
using trail hunts as a front for actual hunting.

The National Trust recently agreed with that
analysis and in a landmark decision banned trail
hunting on its 620,000 acres of land.
Mr Norris said: “It’s disgraceful that in 21st
century there is still deliberate and widespread
chasing and killing of foxes going on behind
smokescreens.
“I personally believe prison sentences for those
convicted of fox hunting would help deter
many.”
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Service Directory
Aerials

Aerials

Appliances

Blinds

Driveways

Garden Services

Architectural
Services

Carpet Cleaning

Electrical

Locksmiths

THE WEEK IN
adverts call
0117 986 0381
DEADLINE FOR PLACING DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM
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Service Directory
Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Home
Maintenance

Plumbing

Roofing

Venue Hire

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs

An advert
like this costs

£21.00

£21.00
Telephone
Engineers

+ VAT
per insert

Waste Disposal

+ VAT
per insert

Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

Rubbish
Clearance

Adverts cost £4.20 per

Adverts cost £4.20 per

book the cheaper

We load and clear any
household, garden, garage
and shed clearance
Free estimates
Fully licensed
85% recycled

each insertion

Call 0117 9373009

each insertion

Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

Cheap and fast

centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you

at anytime to book

becomes

1 week - £21

book the cheaper
becomes

2 weeks - £18.90

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

4 wk - £17.85
8 wk - £15.75

The more weeks you

1 week - £21

2 weeks - £18.90
6 wk - £16.80

centimetre (min 5cm)

4 wk - £17.85
6 wk - £16.80

Painting
& Decorating

8 wk - £15.75
Tree Services

12 wk - £14.70

12 wk - £14.70

26 wk - £13.65

26 wk - £13.65

52 wk - £12.60

52 wk - £12.60

All prices per week
exc VAT

All prices per week
exc VAT

You don't have to book
successive weeks.
You can choose
fortnightly, monthly
or specific insertion
dates as long as the
total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.

Wigs

Plumbing

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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You don't have to book
successive weeks.
You can choose
fortnightly, monthly
or specific insertion
dates as long as the
total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.
Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
15

16

The Week in • Wednesday 5th January 2022

