
Wessex Water’s plan for a bridge over the River Avon

as part of a new link road between its treatment centre

in Saltford and the A431 south of Swineford has been

approved.

Work is expected to start in spring 2022 and take 12

months. 

The decision by Bath & North East Somerset Council has

been welcomed in Saltford, where heavy traffic will be

removed from narrow roads, but with dismay over the

river in South Gloucestershire where residents fear a

tenfold increase in HGVs through Swineford and Bitton. 

Saltford Water Recycling Centre at Mead Lane takes

sewage from the Bath and Saltford areas. Wessex Water

says it needs to improve the approach to the site, which

also houses the regional scientific centre, to accommodate

projected growth. The existing access along Mead Lane

can flood when the river level is high, while a low bridge

also affects access for some vehicles.

The scheme will provide a new vehicular access and the

bridge will include a footpath for pedestrians and a cycle

path for Wessex Water staff. The existing access route

along Mead Lane will continue to remain open. The

approaches to the bridge will be on embankments to

ensure the access road remains flood-free. 

The site is within the Green Belt and Cotswolds Area of

Outstanding Natural Beauty (now known as the

Cotswolds National Landscape). The scheme also

includes landscape planting, flood compensation storage

and a wetland scrape. There will be a new junction with

the A431 on a stretch that is in B&NES but close to the

South Glos border.

This week Saltford Environment Group (SEG) welcomed

the decision and said that following redistribution of

existing operational traffic, a 20% decrease on Norman

Road in Saltford is expected. It said the proposals keep

Green Belt loss and damage to the natural environment to

a minimum compared to other routes that were

considered.

“The Bath Road (A4) already has severe traffic congestion

at peak periods; sharing the volume of vehicles travelling

to and from the Wessex Water site between the existing

access from the A4 and the proposed new A431 access

should help even out the traffic load between those two

roads. There are genuine safety concerns about HGVs

frequently passing through Saltford's narrow residential

streets, including the conservation area.

“The proposed wetland habitat will help our local wildlife

recover from existing habitat losses.”

Many people in the Bitton and Swineford area objected to

Wessex Water’s proposals, including Bitton Village

Residents’ Association (BVRA), the parish council and

local MP Chris Skidmore. 

Continued on page 3
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South Gloucestershire Council’s children’s services

has been severely criticised by Ofsted and told to take

urgent action to protect vulnerable children at risk of

abuse.

In a report published following an inspection in November,

the regulator said: “Delays in children being seen, in the

completion of assessments of their needs, and in carrying out

child protection enquiries mean that some children are left in

situations of unassessed risk. 

“For a few children, this has meant that they have been left

in situations where they are known to be at risk of significant

harm but are not receiving the help and support they need.”

Inspectors looked at the council’s arrangements for ‘front

door’ services. A professional, such as a teacher or doctor, or

a member of the public, can contact the ‘front door’ when

they have concerns that a child is suffering abuse.

Ofsted said: “The pace of improvement at the front door since

the last inspection in 2019 has been too slow and, in some

areas of practice, the quality of work has deteriorated. During

the spring of 2020, senior leaders recognised that significant

improvements in the front door were needed. An

improvement plan was developed and implemented over the

rest of the year, but those improvements that were made were

not sustained, and the quality of practice has subsequently

declined. 

“This lack of sustained improvement is compounded by the

ongoing impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, increasing

demand, a high turnover of social workers and difficulties in

recruiting permanent staff. In recent months, leaders have

implemented a number of actions aimed at improving

practice at the front door. Staffing capacity has been increased

and leaders have clarified and restated to staff their

expectations of the procedures and timescales which should

be followed. However, a number of these measures are too

recent to have had sufficient impact. Consequently, many

children continue to receive a response that takes too long or

is not well matched to their needs when first referred to

children’s services.”

The council said that the children highlighted in the Ofsted

report had been immediately reviewed and that Ofsted has

been clear about the work needed to improve the service. An

action plan had been developed, which will be subject to

ongoing monitoring and scrutiny by council leadership,

including the Cabinet and Scrutiny Commission.

Cabinet Member for Children & Young People, Cllr Samuel

Bromiley, said: “There is no other way to read this report than

to accept it shows we are not doing well enough to support

those children, young people and their families who need us

the most. It does not blame the dedicated staff who do an

incredibly difficult job with real commitment and empathy,

but it is clear we must take collective responsibility for the

fact that we have to improve our services significantly and

swiftly.

“We are absolutely committed to improving our services,

which is why, prior to the Ofsted visit, we had announced a

four-year, £10m investment into our service and workforce

to enable us to meet the challenges we know we face.

“The challenge ahead of us is much more than financial,

however. We will continue to take steps to change the way

we work to ensure that children and families who are at risk

can be seen and supported quickly and receive the services

they need to keep them safe and well. We are also continuing

to rapidly review our recruitment procedures to ensure we

have sufficient capacity to deliver the improvements we need

to make.”

Following a visit by Ofsted in 2016, services for children in

South Gloucestershire who need help and protection were

rated as Inadequate. In 2019 Ofsted said the services were

continuing to improve and the authority was taken out of

intervention.
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Continued from page 1
South Gloucestershire Council raised no objection in

principle. 

Bitton is also a designated conservation area and the

width of the A431 is narrowed in places by parked

vehicles. Locals also pointed out that the road floods at

Swineford. They have been petitioning for flood gates

for 20 years.

This week the BVRA said: “The residents of Bitton are

very distressed about this decision. Although residents

have been told it will only increase the overall traffic

through Bitton by about 2%, it will increase the number

of HGVs from two or three per hour to 20 per hour - a

tenfold increase. We made this clear to Wessex Water,

B&NES and South Gloucestershire but to no avail. 

“The A431 through Bitton is quite unsuitable for HGVs.

As well as causing traffic jams, the HGV traffic from

Wessex Water will also present a real danger to

pedestrians, particularly schoolchildren, who frequently

use the narrow pavements in the village, not to mention

the impact on the environment.”

We revealed in 2019 that Wessex Water was considering

a bridge but after people in the Bitton and Swineford area

raised concerns, the company’s chief executive said the

idea had been dropped and that other options would be

explored.

However, none of the other options – 11 of which would

have provided access from the A4 – were considered

suitable. The alternatives included a new 1.6km road to

connect to the A4 from Pixash Lane.

Controversial bridge over

the River Avon is approved

Ofsted’s findings in South Gloucestershire come after the

recent deaths of 16-month-old Star Hobson in Bradford,

who was murdered by her mother’s girlfriend while her

mother was convicted of causing or allowing her death;

and that of six-year-old Arthur Labinjo-Hughes in

Solihull, murdered by his stepmother. His father was

convicted of manslaughter.

In the case of Star, the couple reportedly managed to fend

off police and social workers, while in Arthur’s case

family members said their warnings were not acted on

by social services or the police. The killing of Arthur

Labinjo-Hughes will be the subject of a national review.

Ofsted findings follow
headline cases

South Glos Council ‘failing
to protect children at risk’



Plans for a new Keynsham industrial

estate have been refused over concerns

about the access on an already congested

A4 Bath Road.

Last month B&NES Council’s planning

committee delayed a decision on the scheme,

which was being recommended for approval,

until they had visited the site.

Last Wednesday they reconvened when

members voted six to four against the outline

planning application from Places for People

Strategic Land for up to 5,700sq m of flexible

use, including light and general industrial and

storage and distribution. 

In 2014, when the land was removed from

the Green Belt and earmarked for

employment purposes, access was shown

from Worlds End Lane, which links from the

industrial areas of Pixash Lane, Ashmead

Road and Unity Road. But the planning

application showed vehicular access from the

layby near the Esso filling station, with only

pedestrian and cycle access onto Worlds End

Lane. Most of the concerns from residents,

plus Keynsham Town Council and Saltford

Parish Council and Saltford Environment

Group, were about highway safety.

Keynsham councillor Andy Wait told the

committee that the council should be

planning how to remove HGVs from Bath

Road.

Saltford councillor Duncan Hounsell

reminded the committee of the proposals for

rapid transit on the A4 and that the council

had declared a climate emergency.

But a representative for the developer told the

committee the scheme was “safe, sustainable

and deliverable”, and maintained: “A main

vehicular access from Worlds End Lane is not

technically possible due to the narrowness of

the country lane and pinch points in land

ownership that prevent widening.”

He also said the proposals fit into the

allocation-wide masterplan agreed by the

planning committee in July as part of the

council’s new Pixash Lane waste and

recycling centre planning application.

However, Cllr Hounsell said there had been

no public consultation on that masterplan:

“At the planning meeting in July we

considered the recycling site. This so-called

masterplan diagram was shown on screen for

under 10 seconds and it was the 197th

document on the website. I don’t think there

was anybody on the committee who thought

we were dealing with two planning

applications at the same time.

“In no way did I think we were being bound

by what we were being shown, our focus was

solely on the Pixash Lane waste and

recycling site.”

The council’s planning officer acknowledged

that access from Worlds End Lane could not

categorically be ruled but the Bath Road

access was acceptable and safe: “We have to

look at the scheme in front of us, not an

alternative that we may prefer.”

Cllr Lucy Hodge said she did not have

confidence in the data in the transport report

and agreed with Cllr Hounsell, saying: “I

don’t believe the public has been consulted

on this masterplan. It was hidden within

another document that a lot of us did not even

notice.”

She added that Wellsway School in

Keynsham should be commended on the

number of children walking and cycling “on

this incredibly dangerous road”: “One

articulated lorry trying to get out of that

junction too quickly could cause a collision

that could wipe out a whole number of

children on that road coming home from

school.” 

However, Cllr Vic Pritchard said: “The A4 is

not a dangerous road, it is a very, very busy

road.” He also commended schoolchildren

for travelling it in a safe manner.

The committee’s reasons for refusal were that

the application was not accompanied by a

comprehensive masterplan that had been

subject to public consultation and does not

include direct highway access from Pixash

Lane (via Worlds End Lane) as the policy

initially stated; and that access onto the A4

would mean exiting vehicles experiencing

excessive delays which could lead to drivers

making unsafe manoeuvres. 

The developer has the right to appeal.

Plans for new industrial estate
refused amid road safety concerns
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Minsmere Road scheme lodged
Taylor Wimpey has now submitted plans

to Bath & North East Somerset Council

for up to 70 homes off Minsmere Road in

Keynsham.

In Issue 706 we reported that a planning

application was imminent.

The developer says it will be a high quality

and sustainable development. The

planning reference is 21/05471/OUT. The

deadline for comments is 16th January.

A4 Bath Road                 



Plans to turn old buildings at
Whitegate site into homes

Plans to convert five buildings at Whitegate Nurseries on

Stockwood Hill into six homes have been submitted to

B&NES Council.

Whitegate Nurseries closed in 2018 after 64 years, with the

owner blaming crippling business rates and competition from

big retailers.

Earlier this year an application to build up to nine homes on

the Green Belt site was withdrawn. 

Now there is a new proposal to re-use the existing buildings

and the same access but include a new road within the site

linking three buildings to the main access point. There would

be parking for 18 cars and 18 bikes.

The application reference is 21/04795/FUL. People have until

29th December to comment.

Keynsham Town Council’s planning and development

committee have already lodged an objection, saying it would

be an overdevelopment in this location and “incongruous

with the surroundings”.

They say it is outside the building boundary for Keynsham

and “narrow and dangerous” Stockwood Hill cannot cope

with the extra vehicle movements the development would

create; they add that the access is at a point that is not safe to

be merging into the main flow of traffic on the hill.

The committee also said there is no demand for this size

of house in Keynsham and no safe walking or cycling

routes.

“If B&NES Council should be minded to approve the

application, the applicant should be asked to consider an

alternative access/egress route that will take any traffic out

onto Hicks Gate.”
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More repairs on Cleveland Bridge
With more repairs needed on Grade II* Cleveland Bridge

in Bath than first identified, work continues in the run-up

to Christmas and will resume on 4th January.

Work to repair and safeguard the bridge began in May and

it closed to vehicles from the end of June.  It was initially

expected that the bridge would be shut to vehicles for 12

weeks but the project has over-run. In October it reopened

to vehicles under two metres wide but remains closed to

HGVs.

B&NES Council says that since temporary supports were

installed at the end of October, crucial sections of trusses

have been repaired but repairs on a fourth are more

extensive.

Another temporary platform has been erected under the

bridge allowing for more detailed inspection which has

resulted in a further 28 repairs being identified in addition

to 21 already accounted for. 

Traffic is being re-routed along the A4 via Keynsham and

Saltford and along the A4174 Ring Road through South

Glos to and from the M4.
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The traffic calming scheme for Siston

Lane is being amended because of concern

over a possible legal challenge.

As we have previously reported, South

Gloucestershire Council ran a public

consultation around proposals to reduce the

speed limit along the lane from 40mph to

30mph and put in speed tables to help calm

traffic through Siston, in response to

concerns about excessive traffic speed and

the safety of vulnerable road users.

But one of the proposed four speed tables on

the lane, which is typically used by more than

4,000 vehicles each day, has been dropped

from the scheme.

After a Siston parish councillor raised the

issue at the recent Community Engagement

Forum meeting and understood the scheme

was going to be readvertised, ward councillor

Ben Stokes explained: “There was a real

challenge around a small technicality and one

resident was particularly impacted and felt

they wanted to really campaign on the way

that the consultation had gone on.”

He said that council planning officers didn’t

want to jeopardise the scheme through a legal

challenge.  This week a council spokesperson

told us: “Among the submissions to the

consultation was feedback in relation to the

location of the speed tables. 

“After listening to concerns and reviewing

the proposals, we intend to update the scheme

by removing the speed table that had been

proposed immediately adjacent to the west of

Gibbs Lane junction.”

They added that there is no intention to

reconsult at this point but interested

stakeholders will be informed.

South Gloucestershire Council’s plans to

regenerate Kingswood took a step forward

with the Cabinet agreeing to commission a

study into relocating Kingswood Leisure

Centre from Soundwell to the rear of Kings

Chase Shopping Centre.

The Cabinet also agreed to commission the

design for the pedestrianisation of the east

section of Regent Street and gave the green

light to start the £2m final phase of the Grade

I listed Whitfield Tabernacle restoration

project.

A final masterplan publication will be

brought back to the Cabinet in the spring

when there will be further public

consultation.

Council leader Cllr Toby Savage stressed the

importance of civic regeneration to

accompany the physical regeneration of

Kingswood town centre.

The council is currently running a

Community Governance Review which

includes giving residents the chance to have

their say on proposals to create a new

Kingswood Town Council. There are also

plans to introduce a parish council for Staple

Hill and Mangotsfield, and another for the

Charlton Hayes area. The consultation has

been extended from the end of December to

7th January.

Council amends speed table scheme
amid legal challenge concern

‘Civic regeneration of Kingswood important alongside physical one’

MP calls for free parking
to help traders
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Lib Dems take control of town council
The Lib Dems have taken majority control

of Keynsham Town Council, after winning

a by-election in the Keynsham North ward

on 9th December.

Alex Beaumont becomes the council’s

newest councillor, in a result which saw

him gaining 48% of votes cast with 428

votes. The runner-up was the Green

candidate who got 141 votes.

The by-election was triggered by the

resignation of Independent town

councillor Alex Ross.

Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore has

launched a petition calling for free parking to

be introduced at Kings Chase Shopping

Centre car park to support local traders. 

South Gloucestershire Council bought the

centre in the summer. In Issue 708 we

reported that the previous centre owner had

entered into a contract with the operator

(Horizon) and the council said it would

consider what to do when that contract ends,

although did not disclose when that is. 

The council operates a policy of free parking

in all its town centre car parks to support

local shoppers and encourage local spending

and is one of the last councils in the country

to offer this.  

This week Chris Ford, owner of

Kingswood’s Raymarsh Ford Chartered

Accountants, said: “I’m glad that the council

are considering this move, which will

encourage footfall and further help to support

local businesses and traders.”

Siston Lane
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Cyclists have a right to

choose their route
Dear Editor    

Mrs L Owen’s suggestion in Issue 709 to force

cyclists to use cycle paths could have positive

consequences but wouldn’t have to go as far as

changing the law. 

Requiring cyclists to use paths that do not meet

an approved standard would be dangerous and

unenforceable, hence the standard of cycle paths

would have to be improved. However, a cyclist is

more vulnerable than a driver in any collision

between the two so many cyclists would choose

to use a cycle path rather than the road if that path

was better designed. The improvement in cycle

path standards would have the desired effect

without the need for any new law.

This debate started over the shared path alongside

the A4175 from Willsbridge to Keynsham, which

is a narrow footpath designated as a cycle path by

erecting a sign and constructing poorly designed

entry and exit points. It is officially recognised as

not fit for purpose - see letters in Issue 705

referring to a study into options to improve it.

Of course cyclists should pass pedestrians and

other cyclists at a safe speed but when the path,

even when cleared of encroaching vegetation, is

not wide enough to pass safely - even at very slow

speeds - no wonder some cyclists choose to ride

on the road. Other readers have commented that

cyclists do not use this shared path because they

have to stop to cross the road in order to join the

path and to keep slowing down when they

encounter other users. Consideration of safety and

potential delaying factors help cyclists exercise

their right to choose an alternative route, just as a

motorist is free to choose a route that avoids hold-

ups and traffic jams on a bypass by following a

‘rat run’ past schools and housing estates.

Cyclists have a legal right to ride on the road

should they deem it the best option for their

journey. There have been many letters over the

years in this publication complaining about

cyclists going too fast near pedestrians on the

Bristol and Bath Railway Path so there is no

wonder faster cyclists sometimes prefer to use the

roads. The assertion that the A431 is regularly

used as a racetrack is not supported by any

evidence, nor is the assumption that “the A4 has

similar problems”. Cyclists wearing Lycra and

cycling at speed does not imply they are racing,

just wearing appropriate clothing and trying to

make good progress on their chosen route. If

motorists really don’t want to encounter cyclists

between Bristol and Bath then there is a cycle-free

option - the M4. By all means campaign for a law

requiring cyclists to be licensed, trained and

insured. A campaign on this issue would be more

widely supported and is probably a more

achievable target than trying to change the law to

force cyclists to use cycle paths, particularly when

improving cycle paths would have the same effect

and is a necessary precursor to any such change

in the law.

Martyn Maw

One way to speed up

roadworks?
Dear Editor    

If a project manager was appointed by the

council/utilities companies to do unscheduled

visits to work sites, that should ensure that there

are never times when four men watch one man

work! 

It would also ensure work starts at 8am or 9am

and no one finishes until 5pm (instead of start at

10am, plus lots of breaks and finish at 3.30pm).

The project manager would be funded by the

shorter time each job takes. 

Also, when workmen take road signs with them

to put on the road or pavements while “working”,

get them to sign for how many they take. Then

check the same number are brought back. If any

are missing, charge for the cost of a new

replacement. That should ensure that all signs are

brought back instead of being left behind. (The

cost could be taken out of the team’s wages).

Chris, Keynsham

Have a little patience 

Dear Editor    

Re the letter in last week’s paper – ‘Force cyclists

to use paths provided for them’ - why? Is this

attitude encouraging people to get out of their

cars and use other forms of transport? I think

not.

I am assuming, and maybe it is a big assumption

on my part, that most of the people complaining

are car users and not cyclists and don't like being

held up for a few minutes while trying to pass a

cyclist.  

As both a car user and also a regular cyclist

and trying to encourage my family to use their

bikes, surely a little consideration wouldn't go

amiss.  

Lots of the cycle paths are in terrible condition,

potholes, overgrown vegetation, too narrow and

don't meet up with the main network, etc. They

are an afterthought and have to be shared with

pedestrians who also complain at us, and some of

whom wear headphones so they don't hear you

coming. So we are stuck in the middle,

complained at by both pedestrians and car users.

If the same amount of money spent on roads was

spent on cycle paths, then maybe more people

would use them. Just take the new throughabout

on the Ring Road.  If that amount of money was

plugged into the cycle network, it could be so

much better and then may be more people would

use them. The cycle path network is so bitty and

disjointed that using the roads is sometimes the

only option. Just getting to the cycle path can

involve using major roads and sharing bus lanes.

Is this encouraging young families not to use their

cars? Is this encouraging families to cycle to

school safely?

There are cyclists who don't obey the rules but it

is not everyone. So don't tarnish us all with the

same brush. Some of us just want to get from A

to B in the safest possible way and this might

mean using roads or using cycle paths that have

been provided.  

Also lots of cyclists are also car drivers but we

choose not to use our cars and add to more

congestion. The overall thing is we should as car

drivers, pedestrians and cyclists be considerate of

other road users. Be a little bit patient with each

other.

Morag Duller

Tips for diabetics over

the festive season
Dear Editor    

Christmas is a time to enjoy yourself and have

treats that you wouldn’t regularly eat at other

times of the year.  

But if you have diabetes, or are close to someone

who does, you may find that this time of year can

make managing your diabetes more difficult,  

Luckily, Diabetes UK have loads of helpful info

to help you enjoy yourself throughout the festive

season.  Here are our top five tips: 

• Make sure you’re stocked up on all the

medications you need while your GP is shut.  

• Be aware of higher blood sugar levels. It is fine

to have the occasional spike but try to make sure

your blood sugar levels don’t stay too high for too

long. 

• Ensure that you have your COVID-19 vaccines

and the flu jab this winter.

• Stay active to help manage your diabetes.

• Try simple swaps to make your festive occasions

a little healthier. Could you have natural yogurt

instead of double cream with your dessert, for

example? And finally, don’t feel guilty about

enjoying some Christmas treats! For more

information visit diabetes.org.uk

Phaedra Perry

Regional Head, Diabetes UK South West

Respecting ethical values

in care settings
Dear Editor    

The Government has published its White Paper,

‘People at the heart of care', setting out its ‘10-

year vision’ for care. This outlines plans to

improve the quality of care that people receive.

Vegetarian for Life has recently supported the All-

Party Parliamentary Group on Vegetarianism and

Veganism to publish an Inquiry Report on how

ethical values are respected in care. Often, people

who have held life-long philosophical beliefs

linked to their diet were not supported to practice

these beliefs. We heard distressing case studies

where people who had identified as vegan for

LETTERS

This is the last edition of The Week In for 2021. The

office is closed but we will be monitoring phone calls and

responding to emails. We’ll be back in print on

Wednesday 5th January 2022.

Wishing you a
Merry Christmas

and a
Happy New Year
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decades had received meat.

Everyone has a right to dignity in care. As such, we

welcome the Government's focus on ‘person-

centred care' in the White Paper. The White Paper

makes numerous references to the respect that

needs to be given to individual identity and

preferences, allowing people to receive care and

live according to their beliefs. The Government

have also made commitments to improve funding

for care workers' training. Though welcome, this

falls short of the mandatory qualification standard

called for by the Inquiry Report.

The White Paper appears to be a step in the right

direction. We wait to see how the proposals will

look in practice. To read the report, visit

https://vforlife.org.uk/inquiry

Gareth Lloyd-Johnson

Head of Research & Policy

Vegetarian for Life

NHS not immune from

criticism
Dear Editor    

Re the article in Issue 708, regarding abuse of

healthcare staff, I agree that this type of abuse is

deplorable, but it is often caused by the staff

themselves. 

Understandably patients become infuriated by the

arrogant and obstructive attitude displayed by a

minority of receptionists (for example) who display

a complete lack of consideration for confused or

elderly people. Perhaps they are acting on

instructions from their superiors who seem to think

that the NHS should be immune from criticism. I

have the greatest respect for the medical staff who

in my experience do an excellent job but, like

others, I have doubts about the competence of the

administrators.

P Darke

LETTERS

Business steps up for
Keynsham Mencap

Pharmacy opening times over
Christmas & the New Year

The team at PBTA (Perpetual Business and Tax Advisors)

Keynsham and Hanham stepped out in support of Keynsham

Mencap after they heard about the charity’s minibus appeal to

help pay for crucial repairs.

Together the 16-strong team set an aspirational target of five

million steps for a month-long campaign. The PBTA Steptober

team walked almost five million steps which equated to more than

10,000 steps per day per staff member,

By meeting their step targets they were able to provide a one-off

donation of £500 to the appeal.

AJM Engineering also came to the rescue, along with the

generosity of the local community who donated to the online

appeal which meant the final bill was covered and the repairs were

carried out in time for the charity’s Music Man Project to travel

to Manvers Street Church in Bath for a Christmas performance. 

Here are the opening hours for local pharmacies over the Christmas

and New Year period.

Christmas Day (Saturday 25th December)

Keynsham Pharmacy, Station Road, Keynsham (10am-noon & 3pm-5pm)

Jhoots Pharmacy, Pool Road, Kingswood (3pm-5pm)

Boxing Day (Sunday 26th December)

Lloyds Pharmacy in Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green (9.30am-4.30pm)

Keynsham Pharmacy, Station Road, Keynsham (10am-4pm)

Asda, Oatlands Avenue, Whitchurch (10am-4pm)

Boots, The Village, Emersons Green (10.30am-4.30pm)

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green (10.30am-4.30pm)

Monday 27th December

Tesco in-store pharmacy, Callington Road, Brislington (9am-1pm)

Boots, The Village, Emersons Green (9am-5.30pm)

Boots, High Street, Keynsham (10am-4pm)

Lloyds Pharmacy in Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green (10am-4pm)

Morrisons Pharmacy, Fishponds Road, Fishponds (10am-4pm)

Asda, Oatlands Avenue, Whitchurch (10am-4pm)

Asda, Craven Way, Longwell Green (10am-4pm)

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green (10am-6pm)

Tuesday 28th December

Tesco in-store pharmacy, Callington Road, Brislington (9am-1pm)

Morrisons Pharmacy, Fishponds Road, Fishponds (9am-5pm)

Boots, The Village, Emersons Green (9am-5pm)

Oldland Common Pharmacy, High Street, Oldland Common (10am-2pm)

Asda, Oatlands Avenue, Whitchurch (10am-4pm)

Boots, High Street, Keynsham (10am-4pm)

Asda, Craven Way, Longwell Green (10am-4pm)

Lloyds Pharmacy in Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green (10am-4pm)

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green (10am-6pm)

New Year’s Day (Saturday 1st January)

Lloyds Pharmacy in Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green (7am-9pm)

Asda, Oatlands Avenue, Whitchurch (7am-10pm)

Asda, Craven Way, Longwell Green (7am-10pm)

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green (8am-11.59pm)

Billings Pharmacy, Kings Chase, Kingswood (8.30am-5.30pm)

Boots, High Street, Keynsham (8.30am-5.30pm)

Tesco in-store pharmacy, Callington Road, Brislington (8.30am-6pm)

Air Balloon Pharmacy, St George (9am-1pm)

Lloyds, Willow Surgery, Hill House Road, Downend (9am-1pm)

Ellacombe Pharmacy, Ellacombe Road, Longwell Green (9am-1pm)

Cleeve Wood Pharmacy, Downend (9am-1pm)

Ideal Chemist, High Street, Warmley (9am-1pm)

Hengrove Pharmacy, The Parade, Hengrove Lane (9am-1pm)

Boots, Kings Chase, Kingswood (9am-1pm & 2pm-3pm)

Boots, High Street, Staple Hill (9am to 1pm & 2pm-3pm)

Morrisons Pharmacy, Fishponds Road, Fishponds (9am-4pm)

Lloyds, Whitchurch Health Centre, Armada Road (9am-5pm)

Bristol Pharmacy, Hollway Road, Stockwood (9am-5pm)

Boots, The Village, Emersons Green (9am-5pm)

Keynsham Pharmacy, Station Road, Keynsham (9am-8pm)

Well Pharmacy, Lodge Causeway (9.30am-noon)

Oldland Common Pharmacy, High Street, Oldland Common (10am-noon)

Sunday 2nd January

Tesco in-store pharmacy, Callington Road, Brislington (10am-4pm)

Morrisons Pharmacy, Fishponds Road, Fishponds (10am-4pm)

Asda, Oatlands Avenue, Whitchurch (10am-4pm)

Keynsham Pharmacy, Station Road, Keynsham (10am-4pm)

Asda, Craven Way, Longwell Green (10am-4pm)

Boots, The Village, Emersons Green (10.30am-4.30pm)

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green (10.30am-4.30pm)

Lloyds Pharmacy in Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green (10.30am-4.30pm)

Monday 3rd January

Tesco in-store pharmacy, Callington Road, Brislington (9am-1pm)

Boots, The Village, Emersons Green (9am-5pm)

Morrisons Pharmacy, Fishponds Road, Fishponds (9am-5pm)

Boots, High Street, Keynsham (10am-4pm)

Asda, Craven Way, Longwell Green (10am-4pm)

Lloyds Pharmacy in Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green (10am-4pm)

Asda, Oatlands Avenue, Whitchurch (10am-4pm)

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green (10am-6pm)



CCTV cameras have been installed in Downend’s main

shopping area following a £54,000 to provide reassurance

to residents, shoppers and the wider community.

The installation of three high-definition cameras was

completed following a request made by the parish council

and strong public support in a consultation, with 97% of

respondents in favour.

The parish council contributed £35,000 with South

Gloucestershire Council funding the remainder and taking

responsibility for ongoing maintenance and monitoring costs.

The wide-angle, tilt and pan cameras will support the police

in maintaining public safety by helping with the prevention

and detection of crime, and are operated from a central

control in Bristol.

The council’s Cabinet Member for Corporate Resources Cllr

Ben Burton, who represents Downend, said: “The presence

of these cameras will help to keep Downend high street safe

by deterring anti-social-behaviour and crime for the benefit

of everyone.”

The chair of Downend & Bromley Heath Parish Council, Cllr

Janet Biggin, said: “Following on from a few incidents here

in Downend, we felt that to have CCTV cameras would assist

the police in their work. So we have been working with South

Gloucestershire Council over the past two years, successfully

installing three CCTV cameras.”

There are two cameras on Badminton Road – one outside

Sainsbury’s and the old Lloyds Bank – and one in front of

Michael Nicholas Estate Agents in North Street.

Cllr Biggin added: “We were able to procure the cost from

Community Infrastructure Levy monies, which has paid for

the cameras and infrastructure, with South Gloucestershire

Council paying for the day-to-day running and maintenance

costs.”

Pictured from left are South Glos ward councillors James

Griffiths & Ben Burton and Cllr Janet Biggin, from the parish

council.

Crossword ACROSS
1. Exceed (7)

5. Abyss (5)

8. Downwind (3)

9. Stir up (7)

10. Zodiac sign (5)

11. Hard mineral (5)

13. Foreword (7)

15. Eye infection (4)

17. Beverage (6)

19. Extend, scatter (6)

22. Tray (anag.) (4)

24. Heart chamber (7)

26. Fruit liquid (5)

29. Caber (anag.) (5)

30. Women (7)

31. Sheep (3)

32. Raise objection
to (5)

33. Make good (7)

DOWN

1. Shovel (5)

2. Lift (5)

3. Examine (7)

4. Drowsy (6)

5. Discontinue (5)

6. Enliven (7)

7. Advise wrongly (7)

12. Cow's sound (3)

14. Repose (4)

16. Freshwater duck (4)

17. Irritable (7)

18. Portable gun (7)

20. Sleepwear (7)

21. Curve (3)

23. Type of jacket (6)

25. Applaud (5)

27. Eskimo home (5)

28. Follow (5)

CCTV cameras installed in Downend

Key donors attend official launch of defibrillator 
A defibrillator installed at the Somerdale Pavilion in

Keynsham thanks to the generosity of the sporting

community has been officially unveiled.

Pavilion manager Mark Chappell said that after a player

collapsed on one of the pitches in the summer, the emergency

service operator asked if there was a defibrillator on standby.

There is one at the nearby Chocolate Quarter, which he

fetched and which in the event was not needed, but the

incident led Mark to raise funds for one for the Pavilion.

He emailed sporting contacts to see if they would help and

was amazed at the response, soon having enough to buy one

and a plaque too to recognise the supporters. 

The two major donors were Fry JFC and Red Falcon Football

Club, both of whom use Somerdale as their home ground.

Each club gave £500 and on Friday Mark Yeoman, the

treasurer and under-18s manager from Fry JFC, and Ben

Geracitano, co-founder and chair of the Falcons, went along

to the Pavilion for the official launch.

Fry FC gave £100. Other donations came from Bristol

Baseball Club, FC Bathelona, Taverners CC, Socius Utd and

Red Star FC.

Although the defibrillator ‘speaks’ to you, training can be

reassuring. Staff have already been trained and Joanna

Arkison, the training and development manager for St

Monica Trust, has kindly offered her services to train football

first aiders. 

Mr Chappell said: “Whilst I hope it is never used, it is

reassuring to know that thanks to the generosity of the

community who use our facility, we own one.”

Gifts from WI
Longwell Green WI members donated many wrapped

gifts for the Bristol-based Christmas Tree Appeal, which

distributes them to women and children in local refuges. 

There were enough gifts to fill two car boots. The WI

also delivered several bags of food and Christmas

goodies to Juice Community Project in Cadbury Heath

for Christmas hampers for local people in need. 

Vandals attack park
Keynsham In Bloom have condemned recent vandalism

of the pocket park at the top of Avon Road.

The group said on Facebook: “We are a small community

group and rely heavily on grants and donations from the

generous people of Keynsham. We are all saddened by

the amount of vandalism/destruction of our equipment

and work.

“This idiotic vandalising/destruction has cost us in the

region of £400 display at the Pocket Park such as that we

will not be replacing until funds are available.”

The police have been informed.
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From left, Mark Chappell, Ben Geracitano & Mark Yeoman



Crossword ACROSS
1. Embarrassed (8)

5. Burden (4)

9. Account, bill (7)

10. Banishment (5)

11. Seize wrongfully (5)

13. Part of garment (6)

15. Morose, grumpy (5)

17. Wealthy (4)

19. Fish eggs (3)

20. Short note (4)

21. Effluent drain (5)

23. Three times (6)

24. Outmoded (5)

28. Monk (5)

29. Idiotic (7)

30. Lie about (4)

31. Most tired (8)

DOWN

1. Rotate (4)

2. Roof overhang (5)

3. Gripping tool (6)

4. Pace (4)

6. Natural simplicity (7)

7. Bony structure (8)

8. Stomach (5)

12. Food pulp (5)

13. Slumber (5)

14. Honest (8)

16. Quarrel (3)

18. Genial (7)

21. Disdain (5)

22. Repair (anag.) (6)

25. Skid (5)

26. Head of hair (4)

27. Encounter (4)

Christmas messages from local leaders
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This year has seen much change in Keynsham, as plans

for the High Street take shape. 

Meeting Sheila Harper, the final buyer to make her home

at Riverside View, I also saw how this development

(delivered by the council’s housing company) has been

pivotal in regenerating the town. 

2021 has been a challenging year, but it has invoked an

incredible sense of community. So my gratitude goes to

our health and care workers who, alongside an army of

unpaid carers, support the most vulnerable; our voluntary

and community groups; everyone involved in the

vaccination effort; and all who’ve supported the

Community Wellbeing Hub. Thank you also to our town

and parish councils for all they do.

I pay tribute to all the council staff who have kept

services going, and to all our residents, who make our

area such a special place.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all.

Kevin Guy

Leader, B&NES Council

I would like to wish everyone in Bristol a healthy and

happy Christmas holidays.

It has been another year of challenges, but once again we

have demonstrated our resilience as a city. So many

Bristolians have done countless acts of kindness,

selflessness and shown a commitment to helping those

around us in need of support. This effort has been

mobilised in every corner of the city, from people

checking in on their neighbours, through community

groups, to voluntary, community and social enterprises

and their networks of volunteers. I pay tribute to

everyone who has played their part.

By coming together, we are able to bring out the very

best of what our city has to offer. I look forward to seeing

this collective spirit carry us through the new year and

years to come. It allows us to keep building Bristol as a

City of Hope - a thriving, compassionate place we’re all

happy to call home.

Marvin Rees, Mayor of Bristol

It’s an amazing privilege to be West of England Metro

Mayor. Thank you for electing me last May. I’m truly

humbled to have been backed so strongly by the region

I’ve grown up in and proudly call home.

As your Metro Mayor, my promised Green Recovery

Fund is now under way to insulate homes, help high

streets, and skill up young people. There are big

challenges though - not least government cuts to bus

funding. I hope readers will continue to keep me on my

toes in 2022. With COVID far from beaten, the HGV

driver crisis, gaps on supermarket shelves and sky-high

fuel bills, 2021 remains tough. I pay tribute to our NHS

workers, the posties delivering, shops trading, and to

everyone working tirelessly to keep a modicum of

normality this past year.

Have a happy, and above all, safe Christmas. Please get

boosted and see you in 2022.

Dan Norris, West of England Mayor

Due to the ongoing pandemic and the Omicron variant,

things aren’t back to normal as we’d wished. Whilst

hopefully having a merrier Christmas than last year, we

do need to be careful to limit social contact as much as

we can, let in fresh air, test before visiting those most

vulnerable to COVID, and of course get vaccinated.

I thank everyone in South Gloucestershire for their

continued resilience, and especially for continuing to

follow the guidance around COVID-19. I also thank

South Gloucestershire Council staff for their hard work

all year, along with the many excellent community and

voluntary groups that do so much good work to support

people in our area.

I hope everyone has a very happy festive period and I

wish you all the best for 2022. Please spare a thought for

those who are on their own or are struggling and may

benefit from a quick call or kind gesture.

Toby Savage

Leader, South Gloucestershire Council 
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My fears about climate change and pollution have grown and

grown over the years and when I heard that there was going

to be an Extinction Rebellion march in Keynsham in January

2020, I went along. I was pleased to see that about 50 to 100

people had turned up. I ended up helping to hold the huge

banner at the front which read NO AIRPORT EXPANSION.

I then joined XR but just as we were getting our local group

going, with regular meetings in the Baptist Church Hall,

COVID came along. There followed a frustrating year of

trying to meet on Zoom, but this gave me time to learn more.

My first big eye-opener was watching the ‘Heading for

Extinction’ talk on YouTube, given by Greta Thunberg and

George Monbiot. It used the IPCC report to show the full

horror of what will happen to the world if we don't make

urgent changes, but also described the best solutions, most of

which could be provided by nature, if we worked with her

rather than against her.

I went to London in August to join my first big rebellion. I

felt a bit nervous but after days of playing samba on

demonstrations, I was left emotional, angry, exhilarated and

exhausted.

I went up to Glasgow for the first week of COP26 and took

part in different marches and demonstrations every day,

mostly with Bath XR and XR Samba. I never thought that I

would end up joining a samba band when I joined XR but I

am so glad that I did. It's so much fun! Rebels from around

the country learn the same tunes and signals, so we can all

play together.

We marched through the main shopping centre, bringing

smiles to faces and hearing passers-by say “Good on you”

and “Well done”. We marched on and played outside the

Scottish headquarters of JP Morgan, the American bank that

is the world's biggest investor in

fossil fuels. We played outside, to

let them know what we thought of

them, chanting “Keep it in the

ground” and holding up a huge

banner that read NO MORE

BLAH BLAH BLAH YOUR

GREED OUR DEATH. The front

entrance was barricaded and

fronted by grim-faced security

guards but I spotted a few

individuals high up in the

building, filming us on their

phones.

Some Bath rebels dressed as

suffragettes stood in front of the

barricade with placards that read

STOP THE HARM and NO

MORE FOSSIL FUELS. One of

them led us in a rousing rendition of her own version of

Waltzing Matilda, a song about the enormous coal mine that

is being created in Australia that threatens the Great Barrier

Reef.

Wherever we marched, huge numbers of police accompanied

us and when we stopped, they stood shoulder to shoulder,

surrounding us. It was pretty intimidating. There were huge

numbers of police in Glasgow, drafted in from all over the

United Kingdom, mostly standing around with nothing much

to do. One evening, the police incomprehensibly kettled us

for about four hours, in the dark and cold. They wouldn't let

anyone in or out for food, water, warmth or the toilet.

I also took part in other kinds of actions. On Wednesday, the

focus was on the greenwashing done by oil companies. In

‘Drowning in Oil’, I dressed in a hazmat suit and yellow

safety helmet to embody an unfeeling oil company

executive/employee, pouring oil (black custard) into the

mouth of a young person, who eventually collapses and dies.

This very powerful piece of drama brings many to tears.

On Thursday, we protested against the arms trade and its

terrible impact on the environment and people. I joined the

XR penitents for their action in the centre of Glasgow.

Dressed in a sackcloth and covered in kaolin as ashes, we

drew on the medieval tradition of carrying the sins of the

world to carry mankind's sins against the planet. Attached by

string around our necks, we carried the sign PREPARING

FOR CLIMATE WARS. Hands out pointing at the ground,

heads down in humility, we walked slowly in a silent line

through the town centre. We heard some nervous laughter and

surprise in people's voices, also comments of how powerful

this was.  In George Square, a hectoring evangelical preacher

was shouting about heaven and hell. It made me think that

mankind and COP26 have a choice right now of whether we

make a heaven or a hell on our beautiful planet.

I also dressed as a faceless bureaucrat, sporting a plain white

mask, a polluting country badge and a sign that read BLAH

BLAH BLAH. We posed for the press, shaking hands with

each other. There were lots of press at all these actions, taking

photos and interviewing rebels.

There were some amazing speeches, especially those given

by teenagers from around the world (including Greta). One

indigenous young man had a very simple and sobering

message: “STOP KILLING US”. There were 30,000 mainly

young people on the Fridays for Future march for climate

justice, calling for reparations for loss and damage for those

countries most affected by climate change that have done the

least to cause it.

On Saturday 6th November the march was huge – 100,000

people. Lots of groups were involved – trade unions,

Greenpeace, young people, local people, with indigenous

groups from around the world at the front. We drummed for

hours. Locals hung out of windows, smiling and filming us.

At one point, people were dancing all around us. It was

amazing! It had been drizzling all morning but when we came

to the top of a hill, a huge, bright rainbow appeared against

the dark clouds. It felt like a sign! As we descended down the

other side, I was awestruck by the size of the crowd that

stretched out for miles in front of us. At the end, when we got

to Glasgow Green Park to listen to the speeches, it was full

of people. It felt like a festival.

After all that, the feeble gains agreed at COP26 felt like a

slap in the face for all the efforts made by those inside the

conference and those of us protesting outside, but this is work

in progress and we can only keep going and hope that change

won't come too late.

The Community Page
From Keynsham to COP26

The last couple of years have been quite eventful for Keynsham resident Sarah Shorter. From concerns about Bristol Airport expansion at the beginning
of last year she embarked on a journey that would take her to Glasgow last month and demonstrations with Extinction Rebellion at COP 26. Here she
shares her story with The Week In Community.

The airport march in January 2020

‘Drowning in Oil’

Sackcloth and ashes

The rally at Glasgow Green Park



Oasis Academy Brislington is celebrating

after being rated as ‘Good’ following a

recent Ofsted inspection.

The comprehensive school in Hungerford

Road, which has more than 1,100 pupils, had

been graded as ‘Requires Improvement’ at

its previous inspection in 2018.

The latest report says: “Staff, parents

and pupils can see how the school has

improved. They are proud to belong

to the school community. Pupils know

staff have high expectations for them to do

well.”

There is praise in the report for the

headteacher’s ambitious vision for the school

and the ambitious curriculum, with nearly all

pupils studying subjects through to Year 11

that will make them eligible for the English

baccalaureate. 

The report also says the curriculum is also

ambitious for pupils with special educational

needs and/or disabilities (SEND). 

Good Ofsted report for Brislington school

Situations Vacant
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Cossham petition reminder
A reminder to readers who still want to

add their name to the petition calling for

the minor injury unit at Cossham Hospital

to do so as soon as possible.

We ran forms in the paper over several

weeks and there is a version on the

PetitionOnline.uk website – search for

Cossham Hospital.

Nativity display at old village school

Mangotsfield Residents’

Association have placed their

Nativity scene in the old

Dame School in St James

Street for the third successive

year.

Local councillor Michael

Bell said: “It is remarkable to

see the life-size figures

depicting the birth of Jesus.

“The local community cannot

give high enough accolades

to Chris Amos and his team

of helpers for all their work in

arranging it. To appreciate it,

wrap up warm, and come and

see it for yourselves.”

A carol service was held there

last Friday.
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Aerials Aerials Appliances

Blinds

Blinds

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM
DEADLINE FOR PLACING DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

THE WEEK IN
adverts call 

0117 986 0381

Carpet Cleaning

Service Directory

Whitchurch Village’s Christmas lights were switched on

when a crowd of about 200 gathered on Friday 3rd December.

Father Christmas, along with Mrs Christmas and their Elf,

arrived on his sleigh, followed by a festively decorated

vehicle blasting out Christmas music. They were greeted by

the residents of Westin Care Home.

After the lights in the Millennium Garden were switched on

Father Christmas led a procession to St Nicholas Church,

where Whitchurch Primary School pupils sang Christmas

songs and people joined the Salvation Army band in singing

carols. 

Whitchurch Village Council said: “Our appreciation and

acknowledgement of the support we received goes to the

wonderful choir and staff from Whitchurch Primary School;

the Salvation Army band; Tesco Brislington for their donation

of mince pies and chocolates; the volunteers who helped with

refreshments, marshalling, setting up the event and sound and

music; St Nicholas Church; the local PCSOs; and Father &

Mrs Christmas, Elf and their driver.”

A collection raised more than £250 for the Salvation Army.

200 gather for Whitchurch Village Christmas lights switch-on

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting at

2 weeks

Boiler Service

Car Repairs

Computers

1-Easy

Sudoku and Crossword Solutions
2-Hard1-Easy Page 11Page 10
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Service Directory

Garden Services

Home

Maintenance

Plumbing

Plumbing Book a series

of adverts

and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4.20 per

centimetre (min 5cm)

The more weeks you

book the cheaper

each insertion

becomes

1 week - £21

2 weeks - £18.90

4 wk - £17.85

6 wk - £16.80

8 wk - £15.75

12 wk - £14.70

26 wk - £13.65

52 wk - £12.60

All prices per week

exc VAT

You don't have to book

successive weeks. 

You can choose

fortnightly, monthly 

or specific insertion

dates as long as the

total number of

insertions booked

corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting

at 2 weeks

Tree Services

Rubbish 
Clearance

Cheap and fast
We load and clear any 

household, garden, garage 
and shed clearance

Free estimates
Fully licensed
85% recycled

Call 0117 9373009
at anytime to book

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Waste Disposal

Locksmiths

Painting

& Decorating

Venue HireElectrical

Wigs

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting at

2 weeks

Home Help

Oven Cleaning

Sewing Lessons

OLDLAND
Village Club

Bar & Social Club
Private function room with bar 
and stage. Kitchen available. 

Up to 120 guests for parties, 
receptions, children's parties, 

presentations or wakes. 
Parking. 

Ring Pam on 

0117 9077432 
for further details

www.oldlandvillageclub.co.uk



16                                                                                                                                                                                                                  The Week in • Wednesday 22nd December 2021




