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Reaction from road users as controversial throughabout opens
South Gloucestershire Council says the new
throughabout at Warmley which opened last week is
being closely monitored and some road markings have
already been changed.
The council has also been forced to issue a response after
hundreds of critical comments about various aspects of the
throughabout project were posted on Facebook – including
the cost of almost £7m which some have branded a waste of
money. However, that has done little to appease the critics.
After The Week In learned that some changes were made on
Thursday night, a council spokesperson told us: “Following
monitoring of the junction and initial feedback, we have
asked our contractor to make some minor improvements to
the road markings, which took place overnight to avoid
disruption.
“The throughabout will continue to be closely monitored
over the coming weeks and months. Engineers will be
visiting the site, watching video footage, and carrying out

regular checks to ensure things are running smoothly, and we
thank people for their patience.”
In its response on Facebook, the council explained that the
£6.9m came from the government, administered by the West
of England Combined Authority: “We anticipate it will take
time for motorists to get used to the new layout. However,
we are pleased that within the first few days of opening,
traffic appears to be flowing well.
“We are reminding road users to be vigilant, especially if they
are using the throughabout for the first time. It does look a
little different, so motorists are asked to pay attention to the
signs, signals and road markings, and approach with care.
Motorists are kindly reminded to adhere to the 30mph speed
limit.
“There is a high degree of confidence that the Wraxall Road
throughabout will operate as intended as this was designed
and tested using a validated microsimulation model.”
The council said that safety audits would be carried out and

acted upon if necessary and the sequencing of traffic signals
could be changed if required.
The aim of the revised junction is that it is ultimately easier
for motorists to enter the junction, particularly during the
busy morning and evening peak times.
Continued on page 2
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Regarding concerns raised about pollution, the council said
the scheme supports its goals to tackle the climate emergency
by relieving congestion along this busy strategic route,
reducing carbon emissions, and improving air quality.
“The throughabout also improves the resilience of the local
road network and makes sustainable modes of travel, such
as public transport and walking and cycling, more attractive
options within local communities.”
The council said that both a flyover and an underpass were
considered but would have been significantly more costly
and had more of an impact on local residents and the
environment.
It added that the acoustic fencing near Tower Lane was a
replacement for a wall which had to be removed and

frustrated with me and my pupils driving at the 30 speed limit

“Lane markings are awful and so confusing.”

assessments had not shown the need for more such barriers.

as the 50 sign is too far down the road. Apart from that, it's

“The only problem we found are the traffic lights, you have

Among the comments posted on social media is this from

good.”

to make sure you look at the ones above your head and not a

Richard Westcott. He said: “As a driving instructor, the two

Here is a selection of some other comments:.

few yards in front, as others have said, we almost pulled out

problems I have with it are… the two lane signs when you

“Have you read the painted road markings? West and

as did the car next to us, before we quickly realised. Apart

approach from Longwell Green are too close together. My

East when the road actually goes North and South whilst

from that, the traffic was flowing really well, we live off

pupils are reading the first sign which states you need the

entirely being on the East of Bristol…No amount of

Wraxall Road and often had to queue just to get out of the

middle and right lanes for following the road ahead, so my

improvement in traffic flow will make up for the

street due to Craven Way being backed up and affecting

pupils signal and move over to the middle lane. Then they

collective delays due to roadworks or the fuel waste for

Wraxall Road, not had a problem since the new road has

miss the second sign which states the lane they've just moved

eternity it has taken. And to do what? To move you more

opened. I do wonder if a set of traffic lights would have done

from was actually fine for following the road ahead? It's the

quickly to the next bottleneck…”

the same job though.”

same set up from the Kingswood direction, but at least the

“All this roundabout needed was part time traffic lights at

signs are further apart. The second problem is people getting

rush hour, what we have now is complete overkill.”
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Free parking in Keynsham on Saturdays
in December as roadworks are delayed
Free parking on Saturdays in council-owned car parks

Works are expected to shut down in mid-December with

during December is being offered to encourage people to

works restarting on 4th January. The High Street will remain

‘shop local’ in Keynsham High Street as the council

closed to traffic during the shutdown for safety reasons.

admits that the roadworks there have been hit by delays.

Richard Samuel, deputy leader and cabinet member for

Complications such as complex ground conditions and

Economic Development & Resources, said that the scheme

ongoing challenges with sourcing construction supplies are

had been on track for a substantial completion ahead of the

being blamed for the delays to the public realm improvement

Christmas embargo.

scheme. The council says that to avoid further delays, works

“However, due to unforeseen construction issues and

will continue into December.

complications with utilities, this now is not possible. The
haulage crisis has also created additional delays. To stop
works for our usual Christmas embargo would extend the
construction programme, creating further disruption for
residents and traders. The continuation of works into
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December enables the project to be completed as soon as

will also be new street furniture, streetlights, landscaping and

possible.

trees.

“Due to the exceptional circumstances, we are offering free

In January construction will resume to complete the final

parking in Keynsham car parks every Saturday in December

sections of works. Traffic management will be required to

to make it easier for residents and visitors to shop local and

upgrade the pelican crossing and improve the highway

support the fantastic range of local shops, specialist retailers,

arrangement at the High Street/Bath Hill junction.

cafés and restaurants in Keynsham.”

The council says it continues to work closely with the Rock

The major works to revitalise the town centre began on 1st

Road development’s contractors to find an opportunity for

June. The project includes footpath widening, new paving

the sewer works to be done at a time that minimises the

and drainage, plus better cycling and bus stop facilities on

impact on people accessing Keynsham and does not delay

the High Street between Bath Hill and Charlton Road. There

the High Street programme.
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Carry on recycling as usual,
South Glos residents are urged
South Gloucestershire residents are being
urged to keep on sorting their kerbside
recycling prior to collection - even though
staff from contractor Suez aren’t always
sorting it before emptying it in the trucks.
Suez have been losing drivers to better pay
offers from haulage firms as a result of the
HGV driver shortages. We understand they
are offering retention bonuses to their drivers
in a bid to compete with hauliers.
This week a South Gloucestershire Council
spokesperson said: “Due to the current
national driver shortage, our waste
contractors Suez are using a combination of
their standard kerbside recycling vehicles in
addition to a number of larger vehicles to

collect recyclable materials from households.
“The larger vehicles have two compartments
to separately collect food waste and mixed
recycling. The operatives load the recyclable
material (paper, cans, plastic, cardboard and

as possible. We ask residents to continue to
sort their recycling in the usual way as we are
using our normal collection vehicles for most
recycling collections. Sorting your recycling
helps the crews stay safe, as well as saving

glass) together in one compartment. The
mixed recyclable materials are then sent to a
Materials Recovery Facility (MRF) in
Avonmouth where various mechanical
sorting processes are used to separate the
material back into individual material
streams which are then sent for recycling.
“We are working with Suez to limit the use
of these vehicles which are being used in just
a few areas so we can keep all of the waste
and recycling services running as normally

space in your own containers.
“We have reminded residents to continue
sorting their recycling in the usual manner
via social media and will highlight the
requirement for recycling to be sorted prior
to collection through our various
communication channels.”
Residents are reminded that plastic and cans,
cardboard and cartons can go together at the
kerbside.
Glass, paper, textiles, batteries and electrical
items can also be put together.
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Reduction in COVID
cases but figures still high
The latest COVID-19 case figures as we

And in Bristol there were 569 cases per

went to print on Monday showed a

100,000, down from 720.

reduction across our area but rates of

The England rate was 436 cases per

infection are still higher than the national

100,000. People are being urged to wear

rate.

a mask in shops and on public transport.

In Bath and North East Somerset there

Wearing a face covering reduces infection

were 823 cases per 100,000, down from

by up to 30%.

1,081 in the previous seven-day period.

If you have any COVID-19 symptoms,

In South Gloucestershire there were 736

even if mild, or you’ve been in contact

cases per 100,000 people, down 21% on

with someone who’s tested positive, get a

the previous seven-day period.

PCR test as soon as possible.

The Week In Community Ltd, 8 Temple Court, Keynsham. BS31 1HA
0117 986 0381
www.theweekin.co.uk
ISSN: 2052-9767

Appeal after mobile
phone robbery

Publisher
Editor
Contributors

Stephen Rodgers admin@theweekin.co.uk
Becky Feather 07403 273967
Christine Rogers

Advertising

Tracy Broderick
0117 986 0381
sales.theweekin@gmail.com

Police are asking for witnesses to a

He then headed off in the direction of the

robbery in Downend that happened back

cemetery. He was wearing a black top,

in the summer.

dark trousers and a blue surgical mask.

@theweekineditor
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victim

was

walking

along

CCTV inquiries have been carried out and

Westerleigh Road listening to music

forensic enquiries are ongoing.

shortly before 10.30pm on Saturday 14th

Anyone who saw what happened is asked

August

to call 101 and give reference number

when

an

unknown

man

approached her from behind.

5221186990. You

He struck her on the head with a glass

independent

bottle before stealing her mobile phone.

anonymously on 0800 555 111.

can

charity

contact

the

Crimestoppers
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True festive spirit at The Crown
The Crown Inn in Keynsham is inviting
families along to a Winter Wonderland
event next month which will raise money
to help pay for free festive meals for
those in need, including 80 homeless
people.
The fundraising event will be on Saturday
11th December from 6pm. The evening
will be packed full of live entertainment
including Christmas carols and there will
be a Santa’s Grotto, barbecue and mulled
wine and ciders.
The cost per child is £10 which includes
meeting Santa and receiving a gift, a hot
chocolate and a barbecue voucher.
Children will also be able to send off their
wish list in Santa’s post box. Entry for
adults is free.
The money made on the night will help to
cover the costs of the pub opening its doors
on Monday 20th December to those less
fortunate.
Landlord Dave Yeoman said: “We will be
inviting 80 homeless people to join us at
noon for a free Christmas meal. Then at
3pm and again at 6pm we will be offering

80 free meals to children who are in need.
This is for those who won’t be getting a
Christmas this year. We are also going to
do something for the young carers who
don't get a break.
“We will also be giving away 20 free roastat-home dinners to families in Bristol.
“We are looking for donations of gifts, gifts
for the children and for the homeless.”
There will also be a food collection point
for Keynsham Foodbank located in the
pub’s reception area from 1st December.
Earlier this year Dave was one of the
recipients of a Shining Light award which
recognised community heroes in Bath and
North East Somerset who went the extra
mile to help others during the pandemic.
He adapted his services to meet the needs
of the local community, offering a deliveryonly shop, supplying food and urgent
supplies to the local community 24-7,
including to those who were shielding.
He also provided takeaway food and made
food for any child in need in the local
community when free school meals
stopped.
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Dave Yeoman
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Sell-out show raises funds for mental health charity
Studio 11 Aerial Fitness based in Keynsham were back with

supporting Changes, a mental health charity based in Bristol.

shows raise thousands and thousands of pounds for deserving

their annual charity show at Saltford Hall on Saturday.

More than £5,500 was raised.

charities.

Members raised money through sponsorship to perform on

Lisa Henderson, owner and instructor at Studio 11, said: “We

“We would like to thank the businesses of Keynsham and

stage in front of a sell-out audience. This year they were

could not be prouder of our performing members. Our annual

surrounding areas that support us each year.”
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‘Object again to stop supersized
power plant being built’
Developers are pushing ahead with their
plans to build a supersized digester power
plant near Keynsham.
Resourceful Energy Anaerobic Limited
(REAL) have submitted revised information
in support of their planning application to
Bath & North East Somerset Council for a
huge digester power plant at the old Queen
Charlton quarry site in Charlton Field Lane,
off Charlton Road. People have until 15th
November to have their say.
REAL are hoping to counter the more than
640 objections already raised by local people
to their development plans earlier this year.
There are fears about greatly increased noise,
pollution, smell, poor health and a massive
increase in HGV journeys to bring waste
from across England and Wales to the area.
A previous unfinished anaerobic digester
(AD) plant at the Green Belt site, which had
approved capacity for 25,000 tonnes of
organic material per year, closed in 2017.

REAL want to crease capacity to 92,000
tonnes to produce gas and electricity for local
grid networks and also propose to restore
ecology in the old quarry.
Campaign group Protect Our Keynsham
Environment (POKE) have this week urged
people to object once again, or for the first
time.
They are also keen to seek more funds to
commission expert opinion to fight the latest
efforts by the developer to build the biggest
digester power plant anywhere in the region.
POKE spokeswoman Kerry Morgan said:
“We’re aware that the power plant developer
has now submitted further documentation to
Bath and North East Somerset Council.
“We will need people to object again, even if
only to say your objection still stands, and
will provide advice on the important issues
at stake for Keynsham and surrounding
communities and how to object.
“With COP26 taking place in Glasgow, it’s

important to remember that anaerobic
digesters like this are part of the climate
emergency problem, not the solution.”
Find out more about POKE at

www.protectourkeynshamenvironment.word
press.com
The planning reference is 21/00419/EFUL.
See also pages 18 & 19

Police appeal following
assaults in Brislington

Community group
seeks festive
hamper donations

Police are appealing this week for witnesses and

public, they punched him in the back and sprayed an

information about two incidents in Brislington in which

unknown liquid at him. No one was injured in either

three teenagers spat at and assaulted people.

incident. The boys are described as white, aged between

The incidents happened on Saturday 9th October. In the

13 and 16, and riding mountain bikes, one of which had a

first, a woman was spat at by three boys on Talbot Road

blue frame. One of the boys wore a red jacket, another

at approximately 5.10pm. When her husband challenged

wore a black shiny sleeveless gilet and the third a black

the teenagers, he was then punched on the arm.

matching tracksuit.

The second incident happened at around 6pm. The same

If you can help, call 101 and give the call handler the

three boys were seen kicking and opening car doors as

reference number 5221236211.

motorists queued at traffic lights.

You can contact the independent charity Crimestoppers

When they were again challenged by a member of the

anonymously on 0800 555 111.

Juice Community Project in Cadbury Heath will be
giving out hampers to the more vulnerable in the area
for Christmas and is in need of seasonal items if anyone
is able to donate.
The shopping list includes Christmas crackers,
Christmas puddings, Christmas cake, boxes of biscuits,
chocolates, boxes of stuffing, gravy granules, custard,
tinned salmon/ham and luxury toiletries.
You can drop your donations off at Juice Community
Project in Newton Road.
The deadline for donations is 15th December.
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Poppy Appeal launched at
Garden of Remembrance
The annual Poppy Appeal launch was held at the Garden
of Remembrance at Payne Green at Barrs Court ton
Friday morning.
Among those attending were representatives of the Bitton and
Oldland branch of the Royal British Legion, as well as from
Oldland and Bitton parish councils and the leader of South
Gloucestershire Council Toby Savage.
There

was

a

short

service led by the Rev
Steve Britton during
which there was a twominute silence. The Last
Post and Reveille were
sounded by Rob Tyley.
Among those planting
crosses were children
from

Barrs

Court

Primary School who
also laid a poppy wreath
they had created from
handprints.
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Remembering the fallen
Thousands of people will be taking take part in
local Remembrance events on Sunday 14th
November.

Poppies on sale in Sainsbury’s
in Emersons Green

Due to unforeseen circumstances, Kingswood’s
Remembrance Parade has had to be cancelled but
people will still be able to lay wreaths at the war
memorial at Holy Trinity Church at 2.45pm and
there will be a service at 3pm.
Kingswood Entertainment & Sports Club (KES) in
Regent Street will be hosting a fundraising event at
4pm in aid of the Royal British Legion.
In Keynsham there will be a service at St John’s
Church starting at 9.30am and a procession to the
gates of the Memorial Park for wreath-laying and
the two-minute silence at 11am.
A crowdfunding appeal has been launched on the
JustGiving website to pay for the costs of Staple
Hill’s Remembrance parade and service following
last year's online event.
Those taking part in the parade will form up by the
car park in Page Road from 10am for a 10.15am
departure. People are welcome to line the route of
the parade which will travel down High Street,

Mary’s Church and laying crosses each inscribed with one

Broad Street and into Page Park for a service at the war

of the names on the memorial.

memorial.

At the 10.30am service on Sunday 14th November St Mary’s

This year also sees the return of Staple Hill’s own Festival

will welcome the Bitton & Oldland branch of the Royal

of Remembrance. Staple Hill Citadel Band will be joined by

British Legion as well as local cadets and Scouts for an Act

the Songsters (Senior Choir) from The Salvation Army for

of Remembrance.

the event at 5pm. Tickets are free but must be booked in

Among the other events taking place locally on the Sunday

advance on the Eventbrite website.

are a service at 11am in Hanham Memorial Garden in front

In Saltford a parade will gather at Saltford Hall around

of the community centre and one at the war memorial in

9.30am on the 14th and then march to St Mary’s Church.

Mangotsfield at 12.30pm.

After a service there the parade will march along the High

Meanwhile there are the usual Poppy Appeal collections at

Street to the war memorial at the junction with Beech Road

Sainsbury’s at Emersons Green and Asda at Longwell Green

for the two-minute silence at 11am.

and the stores will be observing a silence at 11am.

In Bitton at 10.45am on Thursday 11th November pupils

• If you are attending a Remembrance Day service please

from The Meadows Primary School in the village will be

send us your photos by 9am on Monday 15th November.

sharing an Act of Remembrance at the war memorial at St

Email admin@theweekin.co.uk

Public Notice

Charity seeks more trustees
South Keynsham-based charity Community at 67 is

One of the trustees is Ron Sheppard who joined in 2017.

seeking more trustees. The thriving hub provides a caring,

He said: “As a trustee I was able to make the running of

warm and welcoming place where people of all ages can

the charity much easier by using IT to improve

come to relax, laugh, learn and meet others.

communications, marketing and advertising. I really

Martin Burton, chair of the trustees, said: “Being a trustee

enjoy working with a great group of volunteers to deliver

at Community at 67 is a rewarding experience. It is an

such a popular community centre.”

opportunity to use your skills and experience to make a

During the last few months Community at 67 has

difference to our community and people’s lives and help

supported the COVID-19 partnership including a free

shape the services Community at 67 provides to local

lunch service for families. It is now planning how the

people.”

charity supports the community in coming out of COVID

On Friday 12th November from 5pm to 7pm, members

so it is both an exciting and challenging time. The charity

of Community at 67 will be at The Charlton pub to meet

is especially looking for people who represent the range

anyone interested in becoming a trustee or who would

of people it serves across all sections of the community.

like more information about the charity.

Visit www.community-67.org
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LETTERS
Relentless noise from
‘theme park’

Carpenters Lane and The Labbott car park, it

to keep the leaves out, there’s a very good chance

The government’s Online Safety Bill currently

would in theory be great for nipping from Ashton

it came from Kleeneze-Koti in Hanham – still

being discussed is designed to enforce criminal

Way to beyond the shopping end of Temple Street

very much the home of brush-making.

sanctions to prevent sites like Twitter allowing

Dear The Week In

or vice versa but in practice it is not going to

Nick Gore

malicious messages being sent.

Has anyone noticed the noise coming from Avon

happen because the route is adjacent to sheltered

UK director, Kleeneze-Koti

But the ultimate burden of responsibility lies with

Valley Adventure & Wildlife Park recently?

housing and too narrow to cope with (ab)use by

It used to be a delightful country park but has

the heavy goods vehicles and boy racers who

recently turned into a very noisy and intrusive

currently terrorise Temple Street itself.

theme park. We can hear it in our garden and

The junction with Temple Street would be

inside our home in Bitton, what the poor animals

hazardous. This leads us back to the topic of the

are experiencing at the park I can’t imagine, as

proposed crossing and traffic calming measures

well as the local wildlife! I have been told there

near to the entrance to Carpenters Lane. It is

is more to come - music with fireworks this week

proposed by TSIP that this would be a cobbled

and then ice skating with a DJ from the end of

advisory crossing! The combination of elderly

November until the New Year.

and infirm people trying to cross raised cobbles

What has happened to our beautiful, tranquil

and vehicles stopping on an advisory basis is a

countryside? I am not a killjoy, occasional parties

recipe for disaster, given that some vehicles are

are to be enjoyed, but relentless NOISE is just too

currently driven at two or three times the speed

much.

limit and yes, I do mean up to 60mph. We need a

Angry of Bitton

proper controlled crossing.

the bosses of social media companies who have
the power and technology to prevent the

Idea is a no-go

transmission of anonymous personal attacks.

Dear Editor

They have a duty of care and need to show more

I read with amazement the letter in last week’s
edition concerning the removal of the bollards
between The Labbott and Carpenters Lane – or at

allegiance to customers who help pile up their
large profits.
Philip Gannaway, Bristol

the least the possibility of doing so.
At the moment the back of Temple Court is a
contains a lot of sheltered housing. To turn this

‘Irresponsible’ marketing
of e-scooters

area into a much busier and polluted thoroughfare

Dear Editor

strikes me as a truly ridiculous idea!

Recently I was horrified to see that in a well-

Another Keynsham resident

established and respected mail order catalogue,

relatively quiet area. And Carpenters Lane

under a section with gifts and toys, several
different e-scooters were offered for sale, with the

Trout? I gather one does not need it and the other

The menace of
smartphones to society

might encourage ant-sociable behaviour. I will

Dear Editor

use on roads or pavements. Can you imagine how

leave you to guess which is which?

When introduced in the 1980s, mobile phones

much a problem that will be after Christmas if

Chris Oliver

were hailed a social revolution. Today however,

many children are given them as presents?

of Temple Street in Keynsham one-way, from a

many regard smartphones and other electronic

A week before that I was walking locally when a

business point of view this would severely restrict

young girl, probably about seven or eight,

Every day around the world, adults, children and

suddenly appeared around a corner and whizzed

After several years of lobbying, extra parking was

Hanham’s still the home
of brush-making

devices as a social menace.
public figures are subjected to abusive text

past me on the pavement with a lovely big smile

finally created on the shopping rank side of the

Dear Editor

messages designed to crush their confidence. The

on her face.

street only earlier this year. It has benefitted ease

It was interesting to read your article ‘Kleen

attacks are relentless. Sadly many victims turn to

She was unsupervised as far as I could tell, and if

of access and convenience of use for the shops

Sweep’ last week about the development of the

drugs and alcohol to escape the torment. Worse

I had not seen her coming, if she had appeared

considerably. A number of shop owners have

former Kleeneze site. Your readers might like to

still, some commit suicide.

from behind me, I could easily have lost my

already made it clear to the Temple Street

know that despite the closure and relocation of the

Of course, social media has huge benefits,

balance and fallen. I am 74 and have to take

Improvement Project (TSIP) manager that taking

Kleeneze ‘door to door’ business, brush-making

enabling family and friends to keep in touch. But

greater care when walking than I used to.

any parking away in favour of planters and

and the Kleeneze name is still a part of the

it has also proved a godsend for the apostles of

I wrote to the company concerned pointing out

benches would actually be detrimental to the

Hanham landscape. Kleeneze-Koti (formerly

misery who despise anyone enjoying life. They

how irresponsible it was of them to not even put

‘linger longer' philosophy.

Kleeneze Industrial) manufactures brush strip and

revel in their scurrilous campaign to blight

the caveat that they are only legal on private

By all means put benches and trees on the already

brush seals for all industries from agriculture to

promising careers and abuse MPs and celebrities

property.

wide pavement on the Riverview side but not

aerospace. Having purchased its corner of the

online. Hiding behind anonymity, the cowards

On a related note, I recently heard a bike go past

where the recently increased parking facilities are

Kleeneze site from Tesco in 2018, Kleeneze-Koti

who send malevolent texts are the scourge of

making a noise from something attached to the

needed to encourage a shop and stay. Making the

continues to provide local employment for over

mankind. The imperative to block these evil

wheel that was activated by the spokes as they

street attractive to come to shop by foot or car is

35 people, manufacturing and distributing its

messages before more lives are ruined is essential.

went round. I remember doing that when I was

not the same as making it pretty to look at. The

products all over the world.

Corporate and political action needs to become a

young. Might I suggest that anyone with an e-

latter is pointless if no one comes in the first

So next time one of your readers buys a new

top priority. Social media companies must be

scooter do the same to at least give warning of

place.

draught excluder, brushes their foot against the

compelled to prevent malign texts and emails

them approaching.

safety brush on an escalator or fits a gutter brush

being sent.

Helen, Oldland Common

Finally, why on earth would spill-out street

Making Temple Street
more attractive and safer
Dear Editor
In response to the recent letter on making any part

the ability to park facing in either direction.

As for the idea of removing the bollards between

10

furniture be beneficial outside Laviano’s or the

lowest priced one being less than £200.
There was nothing about them not being legal to
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LETTERS
New throughabout is a
waste of public money
Dear Editor
So South Gloucestershire's first 'throughabout' is
now open. What a waste of public money.
The advantage of this layout is minimal (that's the
reason why we build roundabouts) both to the
traffic speed and queueing.
So South Gloucestershire Council have wasted
£6.9m of OUR money, and now they want to
convert five more, presumably at a cost of £35m.
We need to take a stand against this waste of
public money. It's been less than 10 years since
the council decided, for a while, to turn the
streetlights off on this section of road in order to
save money!
John Blanning

The Week In by post
Dear Editor
Currently, I receive The Week In by post, having
paid an annual subscription. I pass my paper on
to someone else, who, I know, would happily pay
for his own copy if he knew how to.
I think it would be really helpful to have a small
section, as a regular inclusion, telling people how
they can buy the paper and get it delivered. We do
not all frequent the places where it available for
free. It is such a good local newspaper. I am keen
that you should secure all means of ensuring we
all support it.
Anthea
Editor’s note: Pressure on space has prevented
us from running the advert of late but we are

out unless residents voted for a change. Here are

councils – what they can and can’t do – haven’t

the council tax cost differences between

been made clear enough. For example, while

unparished areas in South Gloucestershire

parish councils can have a say on planning

(including

and

applications (like any member of the public), they

Kingswood) and other nearby areas which have

Staple

Hill,

Mangotsfield

have no vote on whether the application actually

parish or town councils (for a Band D property)

gets permission or not.

Unparished areas: £1,947.58.

We can see arguments on both sides for bringing

Bradley Stoke: £2,053.16 (difference of

in town and parish councils, and we welcome the

£105.58).

opportunity for residents to have their say on it.

Downend & Bromley Heath: £2,001.88

All we want is for all the facts to be laid out

(difference of £54.30).

clearly, so they can make an informed decision.

Emersons Green: £1,974.47 (difference of

Pat Rooney

£26.89).

Labour Group leader, South Glos Council

Filton: £2,243.59 (difference of £296.01).

To find out more and to have your say, search

Hanham: £1,976.92 (difference of £29.34).

under Consultations on South Gloucestershire

We’re also concerned that the powers of parish

Council’s website

happy to include it again – see page 15

Have your say on
supported bus services

Why don’t cyclists use
share path?

Residents need to make
an informed decision

Dear Editor

Dear Editor

Bus services, and in particular supported

now the West of England Combined

This is not about ‘bashing cyclists’ but maybe

South

is

bus services, are a regular item of news in

Authority is the transport authority for

they can answer a question?

encouraging residents to have their say on

The Week In. Now, you have an

Bristol, Bath & North East Somerset and

Keynsham Road between Willsbridge and

whether Staple Hill and Mangotsfield should have

Keynsham has a dedicated cycle path shared with

its own parish council or not, and whether

opportunity

those

South Gloucestershire and has a number

pedestrians and has been recently cleared by

Kingswood should have its own town council.

supported services in an online survey

of contracts in place with local bus

volunteers to make it wider and safer. Why

Consultations on both are currently running until

being carried out by the West of England

operators across the region.

therefore are the majority of cyclists still using the

January 7th 2022. The Labour group hasn’t taken

Combined Authority.

As part of a review of how these

road which must be less safe with the amount of

an official stance either way, but simply wants

The majority of bus services in our area

supported services are operated, the

cars, buses and lorries using it.

residents to have access to the information they

are run commercially i.e. by private bus

authority

Vehicles try to pass the cyclists resulting in unsafe

need to make an informed decision.

operators for profit.

consultation which is open until 28th

situations especially if a cyclist is going very slow

Labour councillors have been concerned that the

For services which are deemed desirable

November. You can give your opinion

causing a tailback.

costs of bringing in a parish council haven’t been

but are not financially sustainable (rural

online

Only yesterday I followed a cyclist in dark

adequately explained to residents in Staple Hill,

clothing in the dark with no lights at all on the

routes, early morning, late evening or

https://consultation.westofengland-

Mangotsfield and Kingswood, who’d be footing

road.

the bill in the form of a ‘precept’ – an extra charge

weekend services) bus operators receive

ca.gov.uk

Maybe more signage is needed to inform the

– on top of the council tax they already pay to

financial assistance from the local

Print versions are also available by

cyclists of the shared path?

South Gloucestershire Council.

transport authority.

e-mailing consultation@westofengland-

Nick Gould, Oldland

The cost of the parish precept wouldn’t be worked

Historically, these were local councils but

ca.gov.uk or calling 0117 3741265.

Gloucestershire

Labour

group

Sudoku
1-Easy

to

comment

on

has

launched

by

a

public

going

to

SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 7th November

2 -Hard

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green
(10.30am-4pm)
Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm)
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)
Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park
(9.30am-4.30pm)
Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH
(10am-4pm)
Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)
Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds
(10am-4pm)
Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway
(11am-5pm)
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Metro Mayor writes to Transport
Secretary over axed rail service
West of England Metro Mayor Dan Norris has called on the
Transport Secretary Grant Shapps to change his mind on the
ending of the direct Bristol to Waterloo train link which serves
Keynsham.
Mr Norris said: “I was not consulted on this change as Metro
Mayor and even more importantly neither were local passengers.
“This is a well-used service in our area providing the only through
trains from London to Oldfield Park and Keynsham and from
Bristol and Bath to South London. Local passengers are rightly
feeling angry about this.
“I have written to the Transport Secretary to ask why he made the
unilateral decision and to ask him to change his mind to end the
service and to hold a proper consultation.”
He added: “I am very keen to ensure that we do not also lose
services. That’s the complete opposite of what we need if we are
serious about meeting our ambitious net zero targets.”
A petition set up by campaigner Graham Ellis on behalf of the
Friends of Suburban Bristol Railways, Two Tunnels, Railfuture
(Severnside), the West Wilts Rail Use Group and others so far has
more than 4,800 signatures.
The petition says: “The Department for Transport has specified
that the direct trains from Bristol, Keynsham, Bath, Bradford-onAvon and Trowbridge to London (Waterloo) via Salisbury cease
in December (2021). We ask that they continue to run pending
consultation and effective ongoing provision."
The service has already been cut to one train a day on weekdays
and none on Saturdays.
The petition is at https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/598397

Crossword

Recycled art exhibition
ACROSS

DOWN

1. Kettledrums (7)

1. Gesture of approval
(6,2)

8. Planet in our solar
system (7)

2. Slogan (5)

9. Spoke (7)

3. Spring month (5)

10. Unlawful (7)

4. Blue-violet colour (6)

11. Sold illicitly (7)

5. Milky gemstone (4)

14. Oath (3)

6. Underground cell (7)

16. Cowl (4)

7. Part of ship (4)

18. Faithful (4)

12. Exhaust (4)

19. Biblical garden (4)

13. Smooth (4)

20. Trim, shave off (4)

15. Unwelcome plant (4)

21. Born as (3)

16. Hades (4)

23. Worship (7)

17. Protected (8)

26. Brochure (7)

18. Foot lever (7)

28. Bargained (7)

22. One or other (6)

29. Throb (7)

24. Should (5)

30. Revolved (7)

25. Stile (anag.) (5)

Recycled Robots, an art exhibition by Dan Gardiner,
will be held at St Francis Church Hall in Warwick Road
in Keynsham this month.
Dan makes eco-friendly robots, dogs and angels out of
recycled materials. The exhibition is free and open to
everyone. It will run on Saturday 20th November from
10am to 5pm and on Sunday 21st November from 11am
to 4pm.

26. Long-striding run (4)
27. Rich soil (4)
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Fire service honours Ivor
on his 100th birthday
Former Lancaster bomber pilot and
fireman Ivor Taylor, who celebrated his
100th birthday at Collingwood Care Home
in Longwell Green on Thursday, was
honoured on his special day by Avon Fire
& Rescue Service.

Chief Fire Officer Mick Crennell visited Ivor
along with a crew from Kingswood fire
station and Chris Deverill MBE, of Avon Fire
& Rescue’s Pensioners Association.
Ivor was presented with a special
commemorative medallion to mark his fire

From left, Chris Deverill MBE & Chief Fire Officer
Mick Crennell with Ivor

service. He had joined Bristol Fire Brigade
three years after the war ended, serving at
Bridewell and as station officer at Speedwell.
After he retired in 1975 he became a fire
safety officer at the Bristol Royal Infirmary.

Ivor, whose life we featured in last week’s
issue, enjoyed a buffet lunch on his birthday
and a special cake with the Lancaster bomber
on it. He was also proud to receive his
birthday card from The Queen.

History talk on Harry Dolman OBE
Kingswood History Society’s October
talk, given by Clive Burlton, was about
Harry Dolman OBE who rose from
humble roots in Wiltshire to become a
multi-millionaire, thanks to his fantastic
inventions,
draughtsmanship
and
engineering skills.
During World War One Harry took officer
training and in 1918 joined the RAF.
Returning to civvy street with engineering
firm Brecknell, Munro & Rogers, he
excelled in the mechanics of coin-operated
vending machines and put the firm on the
world map. He also built a ‘Flying Flea’
aircraft at Whitchurch Airport in 1936 and
in the Second World War set up a local
detachment of the Home Guard.

Harry loved football and his business
success led him to Bristol City Football
Club where during 38 years he became
director, chairman and president. He
passed away in 1977, aged 80.
Kingswood History Society meets on the
first Tuesday of each month from March
to December, starting at 7.30pm in the
Park Centre in Kingswood.
Anyone
interested
can
visit
www.kingswoodhistorysociety.org
The cost is £3.50 per visit including
refreshments. Annual subscription will be
reinstated in 2022.
Last night (Tuesday) Garry Atterton was
due to talk about the Great Western Cotton
Factory.
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Pressure on health chiefs to open
Cossham’s minor injury unit continues
Support for the revived campaign to get
the promised minor injury unit at
Cossham Hospital up and running
continues with another 200 names added
to our readers’ petition in the last week.
More than 1,200 people have now put their
names to the petition which calls on the

Bristol, North Somerset & South
Gloucestershire Clinical Commissioning
Group (CCG) to return to the original
undertaking to implement the minor injury
unit (MIU) at the hospital. The hospital is in
Kingswood but just inside the Bristol
boundary.

We call on the Bristol, North Somerset & South Gloucestershire
Clinical Commissioning Group to return to the original undertaking
to implement a minor injury unit at Cossham Hospital.

Name ...................................................................................................
Address ............................................................................................
.............................................................. Postcode.............................
Signed ...............................................................................................
Send your signed form to: Cossham MIU c/o The Week In, 8
Temple Court, Keynsham, BS31 1HA

Here are some of recent comments
people have added while signing the
petition:
Yvonne Thomson said: “There is no
major hospital in the county of South
Gloucestershire, therefore it is
necessary to have a minor injury unit
in this locality. If for no other reason
than for cutting down on journey times
and helping alleviate climate change,
as well as getting more immediate
help with any health issues.”
Barry Tinner said: “I am signing
because we were promised a MIU
when the issue was first raised,
however the NHS went back on their
word and it didn't happen.”
And Rosalyn Pyle said: “East Bristol needs a
minor injuries unit more than ever with an
increasing frail and elderly population and
the pressure community nursing and allied
health services are experiencing at present.
“We are still awaiting decisions in relation to
the number and types of beds that will be
provided in the promised Community
Hospital on the Frenchay site. It is important
for older people to be given options and
control regarding where they want to be

treated and cared for, and many feel much
safer closer to home and in a more familiar
environment.
“Please ensure that Cossham Hospital
remains central to the community it was
gifted to all those years ago by Handel
Cossham in order to continue to provide
health and social care and well being.”
If you wish to add your name to the petition
fill out the form on this page or sign it online
– search for Cossham Hospital on the
PetitionOnline.uk website.

Virtual community
meeting for Kingswood
The next open virtual meeting of the

engage with the local police beat team,

Kingswood Community Engagement

Avon Fire & Rescue Service and

Forum is tomorrow (Thursday) at 7pm.

councillors and receive public health

Community

updates.

Engagement

Forums,

organised by South Gloucestershire

To get involved email

Council, give people the chance to discuss

communityengagement@southglos.gov.

and address neighbourhood matters,

uk or call 01454 868113.

Celebrity vet’s business to
expand to Emersons Green
South Gloucestershire Council has given
the go-ahead for an industrial unit at
Emersons Green to be turned into a new
veterinary clinic.
The application for Unit 108 in Longmead
Road at Emerald Park East is for a Vet’s
Klinic, following on from the success of
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the one set up in Swindon by celebrity vet
Joe Inglis. Council planners said that the
proposed use would still support the
economic development in the Emersons
Green Science Park Enterprise Areas.
The clinic will have 12 full-time
employees.
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Revised plans for corner shop next to the King Billy pub
Controversial plans to demolish part of the
King William IV pub in Warmley and
build a convenience shop on land to the
side, with a new access off Tower Road
South to serve a reconfigured car park,
have been revised in response to concerns.
Consultants for developer Cordage Estates
say the proposed store has been redesigned
to address issues raised by South
Gloucestershire Council’s urban design and
conservation officers, while road safety
concerns flagged up by the highways officer
have also been addressed, including using
smaller delivery vehicles.
Dozens of objections from local people to the
initial plans were submitted along with a
petition with over 200 signatures. Many
people have reiterated their concerns to the

revised plans in comments lodged on the
council’s planning portal.
At their meeting on Thursday Oldland parish
councillors said they continued to object “in
the strongest terms” to the application to
develop the site as a convenience store.
They said the junction is already busy and
dangerous and the extra vehicle movements
would create hazards for pedestrians and
other car park users.
They also said the proposed development
would be overbearing and are calling for a
full environmental health assessment in
respect of noise, vibration and nuisance for
people living nearby.
The planning reference is P21/03182/F and
people have until Friday (5th November) to
comment.

Memorial service for dedicated councillor
A memorial service was held last Friday in
St John’s Church, Keynsham for former town
councillor Tony Crouch.
Tony was Keynsham Town Council’s longest
serving councillor when he died in January.

Tony Crouch

COVID restrictions at the time meant that
only close family could attend the funeral so
last week’s service was a chance for all who
knew him to celebrate his life.
The Rev Stephen M’Caw led the service and
tributes were given by his son, the Rev Dan
Crouch, and Andy Wait, present chair of
Keynsham Town Council.
Tony was elected as one of four councillors
to the very first Keynsham Town Council in
1991 - then part of Wansdyke District.
He served in some capacity for the following
21 years and was chair in 2006-7. He was
heavily involved in the rebuilding of the
bandstand in the Memorial Park and in the
town’s early involvement in the Fairtrade
movement.

He was also an active campaigner and was at
the forefront of actions to try and prevent the
closure of Keynsham Hospital, the
Somerdale factory and the Queens Road Post
Office. But according to son Dan, his major
obsession was potholes!

Another long-term colleague on Keynsham
Town Council David Brassington said the
service was “a very moving and at times
humorous tribute to someone who fought so
hard for Keynsham values. God bless you
Tony”.

Longwell Green WI report
Longwell Green WI had an enjoyable talk
in October from Hugh Evans and Mike
Burt, former employees at the Cadbury
factory at Somerdale in Keynsham, about
the history of chocolate making.
Members were able to sample different
chocolate and the talk ended by
reminiscing about some bars which are no
longer in production.
Longwell Green WI regular meetings are
on the third Friday of the month at 7.30pm
at Longwell Green Community Centre.
The next meeting will be the AGM and
Andy Stowe will be talking about
antiques. In December members will be
having a Christmas party with

entertainment from Karen Kennedy. There
will be a trip to Blenheim Palace on 24th
November to see the Christmas market
and light show which has a Nutcracker
theme. Most of the WI sub-groups are now
meeting again. Members can participate in
three book clubs, a craft club, walking
group, knitting group, drama group,
skittles group and regular social suppers.
On the first Thursday of the month
members meet at The Chapel coffee shop
in Longwell Green for tea and chat.
New WI members are always welcome. If
you are interested in visiting email
longwellwi@gmail.com or call 0117
9864782.
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Travel by train with KTCRfm
If you want somewhere to go for a day out on the train,
there is a real Somerset gem just waiting to greet you.
Three artists from Keynsham’s ArtSpace, the group of local
artists who are adept at highly successful pop-up art shops in
the area, visited the Hauser & Wirth gallery in Bruton last
week. It’s a train ride direct from Keynsham railway station
and takes about an hour to reach this outpost of east Somerset
on the Wessex line.
You could be forgiven for thinking that Hauser & Wirth, the
London art dealers and gallery proprietors, with galleries in
Savile Row, Menorca and now Bruton, have taken over the
market town with two impressive establishments including
the former Durslade Farm just a few minutes’ walk from

Bruton railway station.
Here you can view and enjoy stunning artworks and
exhibitions of international renown, including, from now
until January, the work of one of the foremost Spanish
sculptors of the 20th century, Eduardo Chillida (1924 –
2002), who is widely celebrated for his monumental
sculptures and enduring fascination with interconnected
shape, space and organic form. Chillida challenged the
constraints of materials such as iron and steel to redefine the
language of sculpture. There is a fine restaurant at Durslade
Farm too.
This is a very cool and special place. Keynsham artists Judith
Cron, Zoe Wilkins and Robin Cole travelled to Hauser &
Wirth Bruton by train as part of a project being run by local
radio station KTCRfm, sponsored by GWR, to make a series
of programmes about journeys of special interest from
Keynsham Station.
The project will result in a series of radio programmes telling
stories of the days out of various people and community
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groups and will encourage the use of rail an alternative and
more sustainable mode of travel. Other programmes in this
series will include teenagers travelling to Weymouth and
Keynsham & District Mencap having a railway adventure.
The series is due to be ready for broadcast by around next
April.
Ric Davison
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Horror movie characters take
over front garden for Halloween
Was this one of the spookiest places to visit when trick or
treating at Halloween?
Zoey-lea Ryland, who lives on Parkwall Road in Cadbury
Heath, created a display in her front garden featuring some
characters that lovers of horror will instantly recognise:
Pinhead from the movie Hellraiser, Michael Myers from
Halloween, Freddie Krueger from A Nightmare on Elm
Street, Jason Vorhees from Friday the 13th, Valak from The
Conjuring and author Stephen King’s Carrie.
Hairdresser Zoey-lea, who is known as Zed, decided to stage
the spook-tacular display with her uncle, Robin Golding, to
cheer up the community, and worked on it over lockdown.

She previously ran Zed Hair salon in Burley Grove in
Mangotsfield which she had to close because of the impact
of COVID restrictions and she now works from home.
Some of her clients gave her old clothes for the mannequins
which she bought from Facebook Marketplace. Some had
limbs missing so she made them with expandable foam.
As well as the movie characters there were also banshees in
the trees in the garden, gravestones in the grass and a tree

Zoe-lea Ryland, known as Zed
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with Halloween themed decorations. Signs by the gate
offered local place names a spooky twist - Cadburied Wreath,
Bitten, Hang’em, Longhell Scream, Oldman’s Cauldron and
Wormley, and there were also ghoulish signs on the door and
windows.
Zed, who hopes to lay on an ever better display next year,
held a collection on Sunday in aid Crohn’s and Colitis UK in
memory of her mother who died in 1999.
To find out more about the charity visit
www.crohnsandcolitis.org.uk/
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World leaders may talk at COP26 but
As the latest Conference of the
Parties gets under way in Glasgow,
The Week In publisher and
transport correspondent Stephen
Rodgers looks at what reducing
greenhouse gases could mean
locally.

for the hills.
Wildfire seasons last several months in
places like California and Australia where
inland temperatures reach 50C degrees
(enough to kill any human who steps
outside) and farming is a distant memory. In
Siberia, the melting permafrost not only
releases high volumes of methane into the
atmosphere but the average 38C degree

I have recently been reading ‘Climate Crisis

temperatures ensure the forests are ablaze

Economics’ by Stuart P.M. Mackintosh. It’s

each summer.

far more academic than my usual bedtime

Eyes are cast back three decades to COP26

reading and the book’s release prior to

in Glasgow and the failure to agree effective

COP26 was intended to set out an alternative

measures to combat the climate crisis.

future with a green economy. But it starts

Macintosh writes: “Timid leaders, afraid of

believes that fracking can provide a cheap

banned internal flights between cities which

with a nightmare scenario of what the world

voters still reeling from the devastation of the

form of energy, we have to be thankful that

already have a TGV (high-speed) rail link.

would look like in 2050 if we don’t take

COVID-19 pandemic, were unwilling to

the SEC where COP26 is being held is not

Fuel duty has also been frozen for the

action now - and drastic action at that.

make the necessary planetary and climate

made of glass.

umpteenth year in a row. No doubt the

In 2050, with temperatures 2C degrees above

change narrative leaps. Leaders at COP26

Just last week, the Chancellor’s budget

decision avoided public backlash in the light

pre-industrial levels and still rising, summer

failed to seize the opportunity to reset

reduced air passenger duty on domestic

of recent fuel price rises at the pump – just

Arctic sea ice is already a thing of many

expectations across markets and economies

flights – while in France the government has

after the perceived but non-existent ‘fuel

years past while the only alpine glaciers left

on the climate change glidepath to net zero.

are in the Himalayas. While no melting

In hindsight, COP26 was viewed by

glaciers means a lack of drinking water for

observers as the last real opportunity to

large parts of the world, sea levels rising at

secure

two metres per century are not only

narrative, a net-zero transition that could be

catastrophic for distant Pacific island groups,

achieved without significant economic

but powerhouse cities in the Western World.

disruption and social unrest.”

Washington, New York, Amsterdam and

Despite the dystopian view of life in 30

London all suffer the effects of flood damage

years’ time, the book actually claims to be

as populations desert coastal areas and head

optimistic and sets out a pathway through

a

sustainable

climate

change

carbon pricing and a new green
economy. The next 300 pages or
so are where the detail becomes
too complex to summarise in a
single feature article and contain
a number of new words that I
have learnt. One of them,
Anthropocene

(man-made)

extinction will no doubt become

The A4 in Saltford

familiar to those following
events in Glasgow in more
detail.
Despite

the

optimism,

the

biggest threat to achieving
change at COP26, or any other
time soon, is short-termism and
populist world leaders. We can
point fingers at the leaders of
Brazil, China, India or Australia
but when the country hosting
COP26 is still actively pursuing
new oil exploration in the North
Sea,

opening

coal

mines,

building a new runway at
Heathrow or possibly still
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The SEC where world leaders are meeting
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there are answers closer to home
shortage’ which provoked panic buying.
The new throughabout

What is clear in Mackintosh’s view is that
major changes are required, not just tinkering
around the edges, if we are to meet our netzero ambitions and it is at this last point that
we finally bring the story around to a local
level.
Last week’s Budget statement also included
confirmation that Metro Mayor Dan Norris is
to receive £560m towards improving the
transport infrastructure in our region. As we
reported a couple of weeks earlier, one of the
areas where the money will be spent is on
improving the bus network with ‘end to end’
bus lanes on key routes. One of those is the
A4 between Bristol and Bath. No further
details are yet available but it doesn’t need an
engineer to work out that a continuous bus
lane along this route will not be in addition
to the present road layout but in several
places instead of it.
It is quite simple - we have to reduce the
number of cars on the road. Car drivers

response to traffic congestion and air

improvements to our transport infrastructure

medical care will have to change. For some,

justifiably say they have no alternative but to

pollution. Here, the council’s response has

is a good start. But implementing the plan

sitting in a traffic jam while the bus goes

drive. A continuous bus lane between Bristol

been

to

will also require an acceptance that the way

shooting by unhindered may just be one of

and Bath and restricted road space for drivers

accommodate the traffic, rather than reduce

we currently travel to work, shop or access

those changes.

along the same route may just be one of those

the traffic in the first place.

behaviour change catalysts that will be

The reason Mackintosh’s ‘Climate Crisis

required. It will be contentious though. Just

Economics’ remains optimistic is the ability

look at the way the powers that be in Bath &

for society to react quickly to catastrophe as

North East Somerset backed down over

well as the ingenuity which emerges as a

charging cars to enter central Bath –

consequence. The reaction to COVID-19 is

predominantly because it was unpopular.

seized upon as an example of how new

How ironic also that in addition to the

inventions and seemingly impossible tasks

transport funding for the West of England

became possible. Mackintosh further argues

Combined Authority, last week also saw the

that change has to occur at all levels – global,

opening of the Wraxall Road roundabout on

national, regional and local – if greenhouse

the A4174 Ring Road. South Gloucestershire

gas levels are to fall sufficiently.

Council has hailed the £6.9m project as a

At

to

a

build

local

more

level,

road

the

space

funding

for

Vigils in Keynsham
Three daytime vigils are being held in
Keynsham as world leaders gather in
Glasgow for what experts are describing
as the last chance to avoid a climate
disaster.
The UK is hosting the 26th UN Climate
Change Conference of the Parties
(COP26). It opened on Sunday (31st
October) and runs until 12th November.
The summit brings parties together to
accelerate action towards the goals of the
Paris Agreement and the UN Framework
Convention on Climate Change.

Churches Together in Keynsham and
Saltford are inviting people of all
faiths, no faith or uncertain faith to
join in a moment of prayer or reflection to
seek a positive outcome from the
conference.
The first vigil is on Saturday (6th
November) from 11am until 1pm at
Market Walk. There will be another on
Wednesday 10th November from 11am to
1pm at Market Walk and one on Saturday
13th November from 11am to 1pm outside
Keynsham Baptist Church.
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MP backs Pucklechurch families
pushing for a school bus
MP Luke Hall has joined families from

constituency includes Pucklechurch, is

Pucklechurch in a campaign to bring a

calling on Dan Norris, Metro Mayor for the

bus service to Brimsham Green School

West of England, to complete a full review

directly from the village.

and reconsider the local parents’ campaign.

The parents and pupils are concerned that the

Mr Hall has also asked for future funding to

current 967 public bus service bypasses

be targeted towards extending the 967

Pucklechurch, leaving them with a lack of

service, and for further clarity regarding the

direct transport to the Yate school.

projected fare cost which the West of

Instead, pupils are left having to either be

England Combined Authority has proposed.

driven straight to school by their parents or

Local parent Justine Cox said: “As parents,

driven 2.5 miles away to Westerleigh to

we believe that it is absolutely vital that our

catch the bus from there.

children have the same opportunity as other

Parents and pupils are instead asking for the

children from the village, who are able to

967 bus service to be extended from

access buses to local schools such as

Westerleigh to Pucklechurch, offering a

Chipping Sodbury, Mangotsfield and Sir

greener and more viable option. This route

Bernard Lovell.

would also not be exclusively a school route

“We are simply asking for a viable,

but could be used by members of the public,

affordable and greener alternative to having

creating

to drive them to school or 2.5 miles to the

absolutely vital in order to enable them to

to Pucklechurch will also vastly improve

Pucklechurch and Yate that would be of great

next village to catch the bus.”

continue going to Brimsham Green School

transport links between Pucklechurch and

benefit to be wider community.

Mr Hall said: “Ensuring that children have

safely.

Yate, as well as creating green options for

The MP, whose Yate and Thornbury

access to a close bus route to school is

“Extending the bus route from Westerleigh

commuting in South Gloucestershire.”

a

valuable

link

between

Metro Mayor welcomes anti-hunting vote
Metro Mayor for the West of England Dan
Norris has welcomed the vote by National
Trust members at the weekend to ban trail
hunting on the organisation’s land.
A total of 76,816 National Trust members
voted for the motion, while 38,184 voted
against.
Earlier this year the Metro Mayor joined antihunting campaigners from the League
Against Cruel Sports at the National Trust’s
Dyrham Park as part of the campaign to
persuade members ahead of Saturday’s vote.
Hunting wild mammals with dogs was
banned in England and Wales by the Hunting
Act of 2004. The law does allow trail hunting
to continue which involves people on foot or
horseback following a scent along a predetermined route with hounds.
However, animal lovers fear that trail hunting
is used as a “smokescreen” for chasing and

then killing foxes. In the 2019-20 season, the
League Against Cruel Sports compiled
figures revealing 485 eye-witness accounts
of suspected illegal hunting.
Mr Norris said: “My views on hunting are
long-standing and well known. Britain is a
nation of animal lovers and I am proud of
that. To me, killing for pleasure is sickening.
Voting for the fox hunting ban when I was a
Labour MP remains one of my proudest
achievements. It wasn’t easy and I personally
experienced violent opposition from pro-hunt
thugs. But tragically fox hunting is still
taking place. I want to remove any place to
hide for people who enjoy hunting foxes for
fun. It is time to consign this outdated,
barbaric, cruel and inhumane so-called sport
to the history books.”
In November last year the National Trust and
Forestry England temporarily suspended

Demolition plans approved
Plans to demolish three stone barns at the
rear of the veterinary practice at 1 Court
Farm Road in Longwell Green have been
given the go-ahead by South
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Gloucestershire Council. The reason given
for the demolition is that the roofs of the
barns had collapsed due to storms, making
the structural walls insecure.

Dan Norris and his dog with League Against Cruel Sports
campaigner Paul Barker at Dyrham Park earlier this year

licences for trail hunting on their land in
response to a police investigation involving
hunters talking about using trail hunting as a
smokescreen. Saturday’s vote to end the
practice for good is not binding, but the
National Trust’s board of trustees is expected
to consider the outcome shortly.
“I very much hope the National Trust listens

to the extremely clear message from its
members and now bans trail hunting on its
land for good,” said Mr Norris.
“Hopefully other landowners will follow suit.
We will certainly be keeping up the
pressure.”
The National Trust owns 620,000 acres of
land.
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Council rejects
retail and
housing plans for
mobility shop
Situations Vacant

Plans to extend a Staple Hill shop to create

Two flats and six maisonettes were being

a mix of retail and flats have been rejected

proposed.

by South Gloucestershire Council.

But the council’s planning officers were

The change of use plans for Elite Mobility

critical of the size, scale and design of the

Ltd at 19 Broad Street, next to the Salvation

scheme.

Army, involved a three-storey rear extension

They said the poor provision of natural light

and alterations to the roof.

to bedrooms, sub-standard amenity space

The application said the redevelopment

and lack of parking would result in a

would return the existing retail space to its

“cramped and contrived” development.

original format – two smaller self-contained

They also said that it would not provide

units

residential

adequate or safe parking provision and

accommodation to the site, to the first floor

would likely cause increased on-street

at the front and within a new building at the

parking,

rear.

congestion”.

and

re-introduce

resulting

in

“conflict

and

Plans for 9 homes withdrawn
South Gloucestershire Council last week
acknowledged the withdrawal of a
planning application for homes at the old
Portland Building in Portland Street in
Staple Hill.

The plans had involved converting and
refurbishing the existing office building
into five two and three-bed flats and
building a two-bed coach house flat and
three three-bed townhouses.

Meet the police
Saltford residents are invited to meet their
local police officers at a meeting in the
Avon Room at Saltford Hall on Tuesday
16th November, starting at 7pm.
The parish council is hosting this
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opportunity for residents to receive an
update from Avon & Somerset Police
about crime rates and crime prevention.
It is also a chance for residents to discuss
any relevant village-wide issues.
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Service Directory
Aerials

Appliances

Blinds

Carpentry

Driveways

Garden Services

Electrical
Architectural
Services

Garden Services

Carpet Cleaning
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Home
Maintenance

Chimney Sweeps

An advert
like this costs

An advert
like this costs

£21.00

£21.00

+ VAT

+ VAT

per insert

per insert

Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks

Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM
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Service Directory
Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Home
Maintenance

Plumbing

Plumbing

Tree Services

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs

An advert
like this costs

£21.00

£21.00

+ VAT

Roofing

+ VAT

per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

per insert
Venue Hire
Locksmiths

Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

Adverts cost £4.20 per

Adverts cost £4.20 per

centimetre (min 5cm)

centimetre (min 5cm)

The more weeks you

The more weeks you

book the cheaper

book the cheaper

each insertion

each insertion

becomes

becomes

1 week - £21

Telephone
Engineers

2 weeks - £18.90
4 wk - £17.85
6 wk - £16.80
8 wk - £15.75

Painting
& Decorating

12 wk - £14.70

1 week - £21
2 weeks - £18.90
Waste Disposal

4 wk - £17.85

Rubbish
Clearance

6 wk - £16.80

Cheap and fast

We load and clear any
household, garden, garage
and shed clearance
Free estimates
Fully licensed
85% recycled

26 wk - £13.65
52 wk - £12.60
All prices per week
exc VAT

Call 0117 9373009

8 wk - £15.75
12 wk - £14.70
26 wk - £13.65
52 wk - £12.60
All prices per week
exc VAT

at anytime to book

You don't have to book
successive weeks.
You can choose
fortnightly, monthly
or specific insertion
dates as long as the
total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.

Tree Services

You don't have to book
successive weeks.
You can choose
fortnightly, monthly
or specific insertion
dates as long as the
total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.

Plumbing

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

An advert
like this costs

+ VAT
per insert

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

£21.00
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks

THE WEEK IN
adverts call
0117 986 0381

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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