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Anger at loss of promised community facilities
Residents at Somerdale in Keynsham have lost their
promised convenience shop after a revised scheme for
more housing was approved instead.
And there is growing concern this week that another
community facility on the estate is going to be stripped away
after developer Taylor Wimpey revealed plans for four
houses on land originally earmarked for a riverside café.
After much debate, Bath & North East Somerset Council’s

An impression of the new building

planning committee last Wednesday voted in favour of the
five-storey building - Block D - which will house 44 ‘extra
care’ properties on land between the Somerdale Pavilion and
Block C at St Monica Trust’s Chocolate Quarter. Eighteen of
them will be affordable flats for local people.
St Monica Trust’s revised plans replace an approved fourstorey apartment block with 24 units which would have had
ground-floor retail. The site historically contained block D
of the former Cadbury's factory. It had been a three-storey
building above ground with two basements.
Keynsham Town Council had objected to the new proposals
as did many local residents over the loss of the shop, the size
of the proposed building, and traffic and parking.
One resident commented: “In short, as a community we feel
we have been misled and essentially lied to about the plans
for D Block. We were told there was going to be a local shop
that would benefit the community, now nothing of the sort.”
The planning committee heard that 11 national convenience

The land where 44 extra care homes will be built

retailers had been approached to open a retail unit there but
no offers had been made.
The council’s planning officer highlighted that a wide range
of services are already provided at The Chocolate Quarter,
including a restaurant, café bar, cinema, pool, gym,
hairdressers, art studio and a volunteer-run community shop,
albeit with limited opening hours.
He also considered that the height and design of the proposed
building are acceptable and will not have a significant impact
upon people living nearby.
The new application initially contained 41 parking spaces for
the 44 extra care units but council officers were concerned
that this figure was too high and would be counter to the
objectives of encouraging more sustainable forms of
transport.
So St Monica Trust submitted revised plans, cutting the
level of parking to 33 spaces. Up to 29 will be allocated
for future residents, two will have electric charging
Continued on page 3
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Anger at loss of promised
community facilities
Continued from page 1
points, at least one will be ‘pre-bookable’ for visitors,
and three will be for Blue Badge holders.
Concerns were raised by some committee members
about too few parking spaces and councillors were also
divided over the look of the building. Cllr Eleanor
Jackson said it was reminiscent of a 1950s social
housing block but Cllr Paul Crossley said he liked the
unique features and it was in context.
Cllr Hal MacFie pointed out that there are around 1,400
people living on the site now, who were all expecting a
retail unit and don’t want to walk over half a mile into
Keynsham to do shopping. He felt that a café with a
farm shop, like the one on the A4 at Saltford, would be
well supported. Cllr Jackson also said a local retailer
should have been approached.
The planning officer pointed out that there is still some
undeveloped land within the wider allocation at
Somerdale which could potentially provide for local
retail.
The committee voted to delegate authority to the officer
to permit the plans. Six members were in favour and
three against, with one abstaining.
Chair of the committee Cllr Sue Craig said she hoped
the developer was listening regarding the “very
unfortunate situation” with retail on the site.

The old factory block that used to stand there
(Picture courtesy of Hugh Evans)
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‘Many people moved to
Somerdale because of
the promised café’
Objections are pouring in after plans to build four houses
on land earmarked for a riverside café at Somerdale
estate in Keynsham emerged, with pressure on existing
community facilities being flagged up.
As part of the 2014 permitted consent for the wider
development at Somerdale, developer Taylor Wimpey
identified a site at Trajectus Way for a riverside
café/restaurant.
But a new application from the developer says that residential
use would be a more efficient use of the land, given the need
to deliver housing in suitable locations, and points out that

venues. The café known as Block B, in The Chocolate

there are commercial facilities close by at St Monica Trust’s

Quarter, is also owned by St Monica’s and has limited

Chocolate Quarter.

opening hours and has largely focused on providing for the

Two detached and a pair of semi-detached houses are now

St Monica’s residents. Surely this area should have a

being proposed. Three would be for sale on the open market

community space as other areas of the town have?”

and one would be ‘affordable’.

Another resident wrote: “In the original plans for this estate

One objector said: “This is a densely populated site and

the riverside café was a significant part of the community

would benefit much more from a community café, used by

infrastructure which made this development more attractive

locals and those on walks nearby, rather than yet more houses

than a standard dormitory estate, and for many was a factor

in a tightly packed space. Residents were sold their houses

in their decision to move here. Community facilities are

on the basis that this riverside café would be built and it

already under pressure - many local families have been

seems very cynical to change at this stage, and only in the

unable to get places at the school, the B Block café and

interests of the developer, rather than the community as a

restaurant is increasingly focusing its offer on St Monica’s

whole.”

residents and inappropriate parking remains a problem.

Another commented: “The densely populated area of

“To remove the proposed cafe and substitute more houses

Somerdale no longer has a community space. The former

can only make matters worse. It is hard to see this as anything

Frys Club, now Somerdale Pavilion, is now owned by St

but a large and highly profitable company seeking to renege

Monica Trust and does not allow public use of its large

on its commitments to the council and the residents in pursuit

conference areas that were once home to popular events, it

of extra profit. I hope that the council will stand firm against

is instead used solely for staff training for St Monica’s.

it.”

Numerous community groups have had to find replacement

The planning reference is 21/04507/FUL.
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Wear a mask, urges Metro Mayor
Wear a mask in shops and on public
transport - that is the urgent call by Metro
Mayor Dan Norris to all West of England
residents this week.
This week he is writing to more than 10,000
public facing businesses across the region
with a poster to display in their windows,
urging customers to wear a face covering.
He has also taken out a full page advert in
key local papers, including The Week In, and
has written to the Secretary of State for
Health Sajid Javid calling for vital additional
resources.
The Metro Mayor says the soaring levels of
COVID-19 are alarming. The latest figures
as we went to print on Monday were:
• In Bath and North East Somerset: 1,080
cases per 100,000 – up from 544 in the
previous seven-day period.
• In South Gloucestershire: 931 per 100,000
– up 251%.

• In Bristol: 764 per 100,000, up from 521.
This compares to a 483 per 100,000 Englandwide average.
Mr Norris suspects the sharp rise is in part
due to the PCR testing fiasco where tens of

He said: “There is a looming crisis. The last
thing I want to see is more death and
heartbreak with patients queuing on trolleys
as our precious NHS is brought to its knees.
“As the Metro Mayor, with responsibility for

regional recovery is about to be undermined.
The government should be intervening now
and I will keep asking them to do so. But they
currently seem overly fixated on sticking to
their Plan A when Plan B is clearly

thousands of local people with COVID-19
were wrongly told they were negative by a
laboratory in Wolverhampton.
He said: “Through no fault of the NHS, local
civic leadership, local businesses, or local
people, infections continued to spread
unchecked within our region. Now we face a
hugely difficult situation.”
He believes that given that the problem was
caused nationally, the Government has a
special obligation to the West of England. He
has written to the Health Secretary to request
additional assistance, as well as renewing his
call for Metro Mayor powers to make face
coverings mandatory as is the case in some
other parts of the country.

jobs, I am also deeply worried that the

necessary.”
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Tory MPs ‘don’t
need masks as they
know each other’
North East Somerset MP Jacob Rees-Mogg
has contradicted advice about the need to
wear masks in the House of Commons.
Following up on Health Secretary (and
former Bristol resident) Sajid Javid’s
comment that MPs should set an example by
wearing a mask in the House, Labour's
Shadow Commons Leader Thangam
Debbonaire (and Bristol West MP) said MPs
should wear face coverings to set the "best
example to the public".
But last Thursday Mr Rees-Mogg, who is
Leader of the House, could not resist using
the matter for party politics. Highlighting the
media coverage of the recent Labour Party
Conference, he said that socialists only wore
masks when TV cameras were around.
When further pressed by SNP leader Peter
Wishart, Mr Rees-Mogg responded:

“As for the question of mask-wearing, I
responded to the shadow Leader of the House
on that, but I will say that there is no advice
to wear masks in workplaces, and that the
advice on crowded spaces refers to crowded
spaces containing people whom we do not
know.
“We on this side of the House know each
other. It may be that the hon. Gentleman does
not mix with his own side. He may wish to
keep himself in his personal bubble, away
from other SNP members. I normally find
them extraordinarily charming, but the hon.
Gentleman may not take this catholic view of
his right hon. and hon. Friends. I sympathise
if that is the case, but we on this side have a
more convivial, fraternal spirit, and are
therefore following the guidance of Her
Majesty’s Government.”
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South Gloucestershire’s first
throughabout now open
South Gloucestershire’s first throughabout is now open
on the A4174 Avon Ring Road at Warmley.
The 26 traffic lights on the approaches and at the junction
were switched on and the traffic cones removed early on
Monday, allowing motorists to drive through the middle.
The £6.9m project to convert the Wraxall Road roundabout
into a throughabout, funded by the West of England
Combined Authority, aims to reduce congestion and increase
traffic flow at the busy junction. Work started in summer
2020 and the council says it has been completed within
budget.
The Ring Road approaches have been widened to create three
lanes in each direction through the middle of the junction
while the layout of both approach roads – Tower Lane and
Wraxall Road – have been widened and altered.
Traffic seemed to be flowing well on the Ring Road through
the junction on Monday although some drivers appeared
confused about which lane to be in.
If heading towards Mount Hill from Emersons Green
direction, motorists need to use the left lane to turn right. If
heading towards Cadbury Heath (Tower Lane) from the
Keynsham direction, you need the left lane to turn right.
The council’s Cabinet Member for Regeneration,
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Environment
&
Strategic
Infrastructure, Steve Reade, said this
week: “I’m delighted to see the
successful completion of this major
project to improve congestion on the
A4714.
This
is
South
Gloucestershire’s first throughabout
and we are confident that it will not
only ease congestion on one of our
busiest roads, but also help to prepare
our road network for further housing
and commercial development in the
area.
“This investment underlines our longterm commitment to keep people
moving and traffic flowing on our
road network, and by doing so we are making sustainable
modes of travel such as public transport more attractive
options within local communities.
“Improvements have also been made to local walking and
cycling infrastructure of part of this project, so active and
sustainable methods of travel are viable alternatives to
jumping in your car for a short journey. We thank people for

their patience while the work was carried out.”
There will be keen interest in how the throughabout works
out as South Gloucestershire Council is planning changes to
five more Ring Road roundabouts between Lyde Green and
Longwell Green, including throughabouts at the Siston Hill,
Deanery Road and Kingsfield junctions.
See Letters, page 10
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Former Lancaster bomber pilot Ivor turns 100
One of the last surviving World War Two Lancaster
bomber pilots will celebrate his 100th birthday tomorrow
(Thursday).
Ivor Taylor, who flew in many raids, will be spending the day
with family and friends at Collingwood Care Home in
Longwell Green.
Born in Barton Hill on 28th October 1921, Ivor worked at the
Co-op in St John’s Lane in Bedminster, starting as an errand
boy and then becoming a grocer’s assistant.
Rather than wait to be called up, Ivor volunteered for military
service in the early days of the Second World War, aged just
19. He had only attended elementary school but was bright
enough to pass the exams necessary to be able to train as an
RAF pilot.

themselves from freezing while flying at 20,000 feet.
For part of his wartime service Ivor was posted to Malta
where he once had a lucky escape on take-off when the
Baltimore he was piloting had a blow-out, causing the plane
to do a complete loop. While in Malta he also sometimes had
to fly at just 50 feet above the sea to keep under the radar.
Ivor celebrated the end of the war in Europe by getting
married to his sweetheart Mary at St Ambrose Church in
Whitehall on 28th July, 1945.
After the war he initially went back to the Co-op and recalls
how he made the headlines in the local paper – ‘From heavy
bombers to grocers’ – with a photo of him in his apron
holding a tin of cocoa!
Then in 1948 he joined Bristol Fire Brigade, serving at
Bridewell and as station officer at Speedwell. After he retired
from the brigade, Ivor became a fire safety officer at the
Bristol Royal Infirmary.
Ivor and Mary had one daughter, Denise, and a granddaughter, Elizabeth. The couple were together until Mary
passed away in 2007.
In his youth Ivor enjoyed playing football and he is a lifelong Bristol City supporter. He also likes golf and now enjoys
watching sport on TV. An accomplished keyboard player, he
also used to love dancing.
Ivor’s other interests included breeding canaries and growing
chrysanthemums, and he was a keen exhibitor at the Bristol
Flower Show on the Downs.
He was a mainstay at Staple Hill Royal British Legion for
many years. He was the branch secretary for six years,
chairman for 25 years and also served as president.
Ivor’s love of planes has never diminished. In 1999 he visited
the Lincolnshire Aviation Heritage Centre at East Kirkby
where he enjoyed spending time in the cockpit of a Lancaster.
He also took the controls, at the age of 95, on a flight from

Flight Lieutenant Ivor Taylor

Ivor, who served in 57 Squadron, trained initially on Tiger
Moths and went on to fly both Lancasters and Baltimore
bombers. He describes flying a Lancaster as “like dancing
with a beautiful woman!”
Being a bomber pilot was a dangerous job and when Ivor set
out on a mission, he never knew whether he would return. He
says he could lose three or four colleagues in one raid or go
several without losing any.
It was not just the enemy they were fighting but the weather
too. The crews had to put all their gear on to prevent

Ivor took the controls aged 95 on a flight from
Kemble Airfield
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Ivor Taylor celebrates his 100th birthday this week

Kemble Airfield in Gloucestershire in 2016.
Ivor, who has a surviving brother Vic, was living
independently at his Fishponds home until he contracted
COVID-19 last year. After being treated at Southmead
Hospital he moved to Collingwood where he has become a
much-loved member of the home.

A World War Two icon
The Avro Lancaster was the most successful heavy
bomber employed by the RAF in the Second World War.
It first came into service in March 1942. Powered by its
four Rolls-Royce Merlin V12 engines it could reach
speeds of up to 282 mph.
Britain produced 7,377 Lancasters during the war, at a
cost of £45,000-£50,000 each (around £2m today.) More
than half of them - 3,932 - were shot down.
The Royal Air Force Benevolent Fund lists 55,573 men
as having died while serving with Bomber Command
during the war. Another 8,400 were wounded.
Ivor is pictured here by a Lancaster at the aviation
heritage centre.

Ivor in 1999 at the controls of a Lancaster during a visit
to Lincolnshire Aviation Heritage Centre
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Cossham petition hits 1,000-signature mark
More than 1,000 people have now backed the resurrected
campaign to secure the promised minor injury unit at
Cossham Hospital.
The Week In launched the petition earlier this month in
response to calls from readers. It asks the Bristol, North
Somerset & South Gloucestershire Clinical Commissioning
Group (CCG) to return to the original undertaking to
implement the minor injury unit.
The refurbished Cossham Hospital opened in 2013 with
fantastic facilities including a renal dialysis unit, birth centre,
X-ray and scanning department, physiotherapy and outpatient
appointments - but not the expected minor injury unit (MIU).
The subsequent fight to get it opened failed to persuade health

chiefs who instead in 2016 launched a two-year trial in which
minor injuries were treated in GP surgeries in South
Gloucestershire. But the scheme failed to reduce attendances
at A&E. The CCG has since put significant investment into
the Yate MIU. However, there is clearly still a huge amount
of support for a unit at Cossham.
The latest comments on our online petition include this from
Margaret Curry: “I’m passionate about using Cossham
Hospital as it was donated to the local people and it would
provide an essential service locally, relieving the A&E
services that are being used at the moment.”
Sue Durbin: “This would be a fantastic addition to the area
as of the last few years there is no emergency help available

We call on the Bristol, North Somerset & South Gloucestershire Clinical
Commissioning Group to return to the original undertaking to implement a minor
injury unit at Cossham Hospital.
Name ..........................................................................................................................................
Address ....................................................................................................................................
Postcode............................................ Signed .......................................................................
Send your signed form to: Cossham MIU c/o The Week In, 8 Temple Court,
Keynsham, BS31 1HA
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in this area. I have had to take my father to A&E several times
recently and both nearest hospitals have been over six-hour
waits due to not coping with the influx. Some visits needed
hospitalisation, but a few could have easily been covered by
a MIU. Since the doctors only work office hours now, I
believe it would be invaluable to have this to cover our area.”
Jackie Cook wrote: “East Bristol needs a minor injuries unit.
I live in East Bristol and my nearest is actually in Bath! I
really think that A&E visits would be greatly reduced by
having a local minor injuries unit at Cossham.”
Clare Wyatt said: “My mother who lives in Kingswood
needed to go to MIU recently and I had to take her all the way
to Yate. Seems ridiculous when there is a hospital in
Kingswood!”
If you wish to add your name to the petition fill out the form
on this page or sign it online – search for Cossham Hospital
on the PetitionOnline.uk website.
See also Letters, page 10
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Anger at rail firm’s handling
of Waterloo train cuts
There was a full house at the Bethesda

while public consultation takes place, it

Baptist Church Hall in Trowbridge last

became clear that the anger in the room was

Wednesday and an equally impressive

as much about the way the decision was

number of spectators on the live stream

taken as the withdrawal itself.

for the public meeting to discuss the

Mr Ardley stated that with the timetable

future of the direct Bristol to Waterloo

changes due to come into effect in

train service.

December, it was now too late to do anything

It soon became clear that discussion over

about them. But his company was slated for

future plans was not really on the agenda, but

the way the plan had almost slipped out into

instead an opportunity for South Western

the public domain despite being taken in the

Railway and the Department for Transport to

spring.

explain why the decision to scrap the service

Details obtained under a Freedom of

had already been taken.

Information request confirmed the timing of

And, as if to lessen the impact, the service

the decision and left passenger campaign

which provides Keynsham and stations in

groups such as TravelWatch South West

West Wiltshire with a direct link to south

convinced that the public release of the

London, has already been cut to one train a

timetable information was structured in such

day on weekdays and none on Saturdays.

a way that it would be too late to change.

Andrew Ardley, from South Western

Even an invitation to a briefing meeting for

Railway, set the tone for the meeting by

MPs from affected constituencies earlier this

stating the withdrawal decision was a

year was poorly attended, mainly because

financial one which had been taken at the

South West Railway declined to provide

behest of the Department for Transport.

more details about the meeting in advance

Duplication with Great Western Railway

because of commercial confidentiality.

services between Bristol and Salisbury was

The withdrawal of the Waterloo service has

not seen as good value for the taxpayer and

different implications for passengers along

the situation would only be exacerbated by

the route which includes stops at Keynsham,

forthcoming MetroWest plans for a half-

Oldfield Park, Bath, Bradford-on-Avon,

hourly frequency between Bristol and

Trowbridge, Warminster and Westbury.

Westbury.

But sceptics watching the public meeting

But with more than 3,000 signatures already

from Keynsham may well have been asking

on a petition to keep the service running

precisely what changes they will notice when

the service is withdrawn in December.

reduced the service to a ‘ghost train’ with the

Timetable alterations as a result of the

only one of the day (between Monday and

pandemic and driver shortages have so far

Friday only) leaving Keynsham at 15.57.

Stay safe this Halloween
Avon Fire and Rescue Service is

"Make sure everyone in your family

encouraging

knows how to Stop, Drop and Roll if their

families

to

celebrate

Halloween safely this weekend.

clothing catches alight: stop where you

Meghann Elvin, children & young

are, drop to the floor and roll over and

people’s risk reduction manager, said:

over until the flames are out.

“We want to make sure you and your

“Make sure to practise before the

family keep safe this Halloween without

celebrations begin.”

taking away from all the fun.

The service advises that Halloween

“Instead of using candles to decorate your

costumes should be flame resistant and

pumpkins and your home, opt for battery-

labelled with a CE mark. If you’re making

powered LED lights, making sure they

your

have appropriate safety markings. These

flammable materials like bin liners.

are much safer as they reduce the risk of

Avoid long, trailing costumes and keep

burns and other injuries which can have

away from tea lights, candles and naked

life-long impacts.

flames.
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own

costume,

avoid

using
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LETTERS
Best of luck with
Cossham campaign

someone that would be interested, please

The figures for these changes just do not

contact us via ccll.org.uk/bristol or leave a

compute - tailbacks 24/7 for a few years in no

message on our Facebook page - @ccllbristol

way can be compared to two hours commuting

Dear Editor

or email chair.bristol.org.uk To help maximise

a day - now especially in the light that no

I write regarding the original undertaking to

our fundraising opportunities during the quiz

comparison can be made. In the intro to this

implement a minor injury unit at Cossham

we also want to hold a raffle. We have a

consultation, it stated that 'trees will be planted

Hospital.

handful of prizes, but any other suitable

elsewhere'. Yet the council officer was unable

I was in Cossham Hospital for many weeks

donations would be very gratefully accepted.

to tell me where exactly 'elsewhere' is. There

during the wat with broken bones. In more

Our quizmaster Kim is looking forward to

are circa 70 to 90 mature trees which will be

way systems, it could provide a simple means

recent years my consultant has sent me to

taking the floor and seeing you on the night.

destroyed if these plans go ahead and yet the

of making Temple Street even more attractive.

Cossham for X-ray and CT scans. This was to

Andy March

council have not decided where to replant if,

A Keynsham resident

save me the trip to Southmead Hospital. This

CCLL Bristol Link Chair

indeed, replanting is part of the plan! The UK

was more convenient owning to my age (83

CCLL National Trustee & Webteam

has just been severely criticised for its lack of

years) and poor health.
Best of luck with your campaign.

diversity - are these mature trees, etc. just to be

Taxi thanks after bus
no-show

written off.

Charity’s fundraising
starts up again

Dear Editor

and immediately replanting at the new site.

Through your pages may I publicly thank the

In a county where white lines - lane marking,

young lady - an ICU nurse at the Bristol Royal

Dear Editor

chevrons and mini roundabouts - are in most

Infirmary - who shared her taxi with me to

Chernobyl Children's Lifeline, which supports

places practically non-existent, the chaotic

Bristol last Friday evening when the Number

children affected by the nuclear disaster, are

restructure of something on the nature

42 bus failed to arrive.

finally able to safely restart our fundraising

proposed, plus the seeming lack of statistics

Had she not done so it is very likely that I

after 20 months. Given the situation with

backing them up, is a complete waste of money

would not have reached my destination in time

COVID it hasn't been possible to host children

where money could be better spent on more

for the pre-booked concert in St George's.

essential stuff, not to mention the total

VG Patterson, Downend

I have suggested using the Japanese method
when they re-site trees by lifting the root bowl

And yes, it was an excellent concert!

that we may be able to restart next summer.

disruption to essential travel with people going

Mike Openshaw, Hanham

about their daily business.

the schools and other organisations by

Dear Editor
Thank you for the excellent coverage in Issue
701 of the proposed bus routes for the area. It

for the last couple of years, but we are hopeful
In the meantime, we are continuing to support

‘Don’t forget us in bus
plans’ plea

appears the information was supplied by the
West of England Combined Authority. Look
closely at the map on page 18 and readers will
see the proposed route stops in Hanham? It’s
not very clear. What is clear is that there is no
proposed bus route from there along the main
A431 to Bath. This will leave residents in
Longwell

Green,

Willsbridge,

Bitton,

Swineford, Upton Cheyney, Beach and Kelston
without the option of a bus; a population of
well over 15,000.

Anne Gale, Kingswood

This doesn’t include residents from Oldland

them in these extremely difficult times so

Junction plans are a
waste of money

although we can't host children, there is still

Dear Editor

Could Temple Street be
made one-way?

lots going on.

Further to the letter by Kate Gadsden (13th

Dear Editor

friendship, craft classes, etc. starting to meet

On Saturday 20th November Chernobyl

October edition) how interesting that South

I was interested to see the ‘before and after’

again, a trip to the cinema or a show at the

Children's Lifeline (CCLL) are reviving their

Gloucestershire Council took no readings as to

images of Temple Street in your report last

Theatre Royal Bath or Bristol but no public

annual Quiz Night at Christchurch Hall in

the air quality or journey times on the Ring

week about B&NES’ regeneration plans.

transport. The existing park and rides are

Downend. The format will remain the same as

Road prior to the construction of the

The idea of wider pavements and informal

shown plus the proposed sites to be confirmed?

in previous years - BYO drinks and food - and

throughabout at Warmley which has caused 14

seating areas will certainly make this part of

But the whole point of the grants available is

we have kept the prices the same as last time

months of disruption and tailbacks almost 24/7.

Keynsham town centre more appealing to visit.

to provide and improve rural transport.

we were able to host the quiz - £6 for adults and

Or, it would seem on the lead-up to the

But let’s not forget that Temple Street is still a

Hardly a week goes by without a letter from a

£3 for any team member under 16.

consultation (on the improvement scheme for

major access road from the south west of

reader highlighting the poor and inadequate bus

We are deliberately restricting the teams to six

five more roundabouts).

Keynsham and will remain a two-way street.

service. There have been numerous petitions

per table and the number of teams entering, so

I had written twice to the council on the subject

Has anyone thought of removing the bollards

and support from MPs to no avail.

that everyone will have plenty of space and can

of these proposed changes to only receive a

between Carpenters Lane and The Labbott?

Now we know why - it would appear WECA

feel comfortable.

reply once I complained to my councillors that

This would create a parallel road to Temple

are unaware of the existence of the area.

If anyone wants to enter a team, or knows

no reply had been forthcoming!

Street and, given B&NES’s penchant for one-

Virginia McNab

providing vital supplies and equipment to help
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Common who could connect with the route.
The No 17 route doesn’t cover this area.
There are a number of groups offering
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Extra police patrols after suspicious
incident in Emersons Green
Additional patrols have been carried out following a

mark on his forehead, but otherwise sustained no other

place. But we would urge anyone who has experienced

suspicious incident involving a dog walker in Emersons

physical harm in the incident. He will be able to access

something like this to make sure they report it to the police.

Green.

support services. The suspect is described as white and about

“The victim and his friends did the right thing in getting to a

Two boys and a girl were walking near Emersons Green Park

40 to 50. He was wearing a farmer’s cap with grey squares

place of safety and telling an adult what had happened so we

at about 7pm on Sunday 16th October when an unknown

on it, a blue waterproof jacket, jeans and a black and green

could be contacted soon after the incident.”

man walking a dog approached them. He spoke with them

T-shirt. Neighbourhood Inspector Clive Summerill said the

Anyone who can assist the police with their inquiries is urged

before attempting to kiss one of the boys. The trio managed

incident was being taken “extremely seriously”.

to call 101 and give the reference number 5221243438. You

to run away and got assistance from people living at a nearby

“We’d like to reassure the public that at this time we’re not

can contact the independent charity Crimestoppers 100 per

address. The victim sustained a small cut to his ear and a

aware of any other similar incidents recently having taken

cent anonymously on 0800 555 111.

Ongoing efforts to
get illegal e-scooters
off the road

Teenage boy’s robbery ordeal
A teenage boy was assaulted and robbed on the

clothing including hoodies and were seen

basketball court by Tintagel Close in Keynsham.

heading towards Donnington Walk and onto

The victim was punched and kicked by two boys

Warwick Road following the incident.

aged around 12 or 13, who shone a torch in his

If you have information that could help police

eyes and stole his glasses. He suffered a minor

identify the offenders, call 101 and give the call

The crackdown on illegal scooters was discussed at last week’s meeting

facial injury.

handler the reference 5221243943.

of the Bitton, Oldland, North Common & Siston Community Engagement

It happened between 7pm and 8pm on Sunday

You can alternatively contact Crimestoppers

Forum with a local resident highlighting problems with them in particular

17th October. The offenders were dressed in dark

anonymously on 0800 555 111.

on Bath Road and Long Beach Road.
PCSO Jason Green explained: “The force’s stance in regard to e-scooters
is to educate and engage because 99% of people out there don’t realise
that the non-council ones are actually illegal. The council-led ones are
insured and specifically designed to go on the road. You also need to sign
in with an account, you need to have a driving licence and you need to
prove that you are 18.”
He said that offenders are now being written to and warned that they risk
having their e-scooter seized if they are caught again, but admitted the
biggest challenge is catching them because of the speeds they can reach.
The PCSO said that if people have dash cam footage of an offender they
can send it to the police who can take action if they recognise the rider.

Sudoku
1-Easy

SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 31st October

2 -Hard

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green
(10.30am-4pm)
Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm)
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)
Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park
(9.30am-4.30pm)
Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH
(10am-4pm)
Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)
Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds
(10am-4pm)
Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway
(11am-5pm)
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Shockingly high levels of E. coli found
in river at popular swimming spot
Bristol wild swimmers and residents campaigning to end raw
sewage discharge at Conham River Park have been collecting
samples of water and sending them to Wessex Water's
laboratory in Saltford for analysis.
The group - Conham Bathing are gathering evidence to make an
application for Designated
Bathing Water Status which
would ensure this stretch of the
Bristol Avon is regularly tested
and monitored and that any
polluters are investigated.
They have been taking weekly samples for three months to
test for E. coli, Enterococci and nitrate and phosphate levels.
For inland water to be considered sufficient quality for
swimming, E. coli levels should be under 900 cfu (colony
forming units) per 100ml most of the time and Enterococci
levels under 330 cfu per 100 ml.
Nitrate and phosphate levels are indicators of agricultural and
sewage pollution. High levels can lead to algal blooms,

The river at Conham

putting river wildlife at risk. Nitrate levels are considered
high if above 2mg per litre. Phosphate levels are considered
high if above 0.1mg/L.
Results have largely indicated a high level of pollution in the
river during the sampling. On 13th August there were
“extremely high” levels of E. coli - 20,000 cfu. This was
possibly due to the use of combined sewer overflows (CSOs)
during the rain, as well as increased run-off. They had

reduced considerably by the following week.
The sample taken on 3rd September was the first that met the
minimum requirement for safe bathing.
A survey run by Conham Bathing received more than 900
responses from the public which they say will go a long way
in supporting their application for designated bathing water
status. There has been a surge in interest in wild swimming
with the River Avon at Saltford another popular stretch.

How our MPs voted over ending sewage pollution
Four of our local MPs have voted against a motion
in Parliament to amend the Environment Bill which
currently allows raw sewage to be discharged into
rivers.
The government rejected a Lords amendment to the bill last
week which included placing a legal duty on water companies

Crossword

to make improvements to their sewerage systems and

amendment. Bristol’s MPs and & Bath’s MP Wera Hobhouse

progressively reduce the harm from the discharge of raw
sewage from storm overflows into rivers.
Conservative MPs Chris Skidmore (Kingswood), Jacob ReesMogg (North East Somerset), Luke Hall (Thornbury & Yate)
and Jack Lopresti (Filton & Bradley Stoke) voted against the

voted for the amendment which was defeated by a margin of
268 to 204.
Following the vote Hugo Tagholm, chief executive of the
environmental charity Surfers Against Sewage, urged people
to continue lobbying their MP and said the campaign to end
sewage pollution was not over.
He said: “The government had the opportunity with the
Environment Bill to put it beyond all doubt that water
companies have to act to stop pumping raw sewage into rivers
and the ocean. Instead they decided to recommend their MPs
reject key amendments that would have stopped water
companies exploiting legal loopholes and treating rivers and
the ocean as open sewers.
“Many people have argued that it’s already illegal for water
companies to pump out raw sewage, and yes that’s true. But
is that working? Well clearly not, allowing 400,000 sewage
pollution events in a year doesn’t sound like very effective
legislation to us. Putting this legal duty on water companies
to take steps to reduce their reliance on combined sewer
overflows could have made a real difference by forcing water
companies to finally tackle their shocking sewage pollution
record.
“The government will argue that they have already made
significant changes to the Environment Bill to tackle sewage
pollution, and that’s partly true.
“This includes new sewage discharge reporting and
monitoring duties and, more importantly, the government has
to make a plan to tackle sewage pollution. Whilst this is good,
what we really, really needed from this bill was some clear
and tangible action to end sewage pollution – we simply don’t
have this yet.”

ACROSS

DOWN

1. Confused muddle
(5-4)

2. Type of farmland (6)

9. Accusation (6)

4. Stockings (6)

10. Cut (4)

5. Wound mark (4)

11. Rail (anag.) (4)

6. Menaces (7)

12. Rest (6)

7. Jason's ship (4)

13. Allowance for
support (7)

8. Lay siege to (9)

16. Gala (4)
17. Gentle (4)
18. Sack, pouch (3)
20. Thrash (3)
21. Melody (4)
23. Otherwise (4)
25. Former Dutch
currency (7)
26. Receding (6)
29. Plaything (4)
30. Oil reservoir (4)
31. Ember (6)
32. Control, check (9)
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3. Disinter (6)

13. Abundant wealth (9)
14. Separate article (4)
15. Immature (5)
18. Without hair (4)
19. Apart (7)
22. Oesophagus (6)
23. Biblical prophet (6)
24. Religious address (6)
27. Curve (4)
28. Clotted blood (4)
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Metro Mayor secures ‘best
transport settlement in UK’
Metro Mayor Dan Norris has welcomed
the news that the West of England will
receive a bumper injection of cash to
improve local transport.
The Chancellor was set to announce in
today’s (Wednesday) Budget that just over
half a billion pounds will be invested in the
region’s transport infrastructure - around

£560 per person.
This is the highest investment per head of
population in the whole country and Metro
Mayor Dan Norris, who led the charge to win
the cash said he was “delighted”.
He said: “This transport money is only
available to areas with Metro Mayors - and
we’ve come out on top. This is a big success

More than 5,000 people
register for solar scheme
A total of 5,222 people across the West of
England registered for solar panels and
536 for battery storage under the scheme
for group buying launched by the West of
England Combined Authority.
By banding together, residents are able to
get cheaper deals to install solar panels and
set up a battery storage system at their
home as part of Solar Together West of

England.
By signing up, participants get a
personalised quote. Installation work is
planned to be completed by April 2022.
Most installations of solar panels are
classed as permitted development and do
not need planning permission. However,
consent is needed to have solar panels
installed on a listed building.
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for our great region. It’s an
important vote of confidence in
the West of England.
“Everyone locally knows why we
need the cash - it’s to tackle
traffic jams and the congestion
holding us back. Currently only
one in 11 commutes are made by
public transport. This investment
will also help us as we strive to
meet our ambitious net zero
targets by 2030.”
The money secured is for the
short to medium term. It will
predominately be spent on improving the
reliability of buses by creating more bus
lanes and priority routes.
Mr Norris continued: “A big thank you to
everyone involved in making this happen
including the unitary authority leaders for
agreeing to back a strategic bid with local
contributions, and to our local civil servants
on doing the essential leg-work to make this

happen.
“Now we must deliver. If we show the
government we can get on with the job they
will trust us with more devolution, more
powers, resources and cash - so let's make it
work.”
The City Region Sustainable Transport
Settlement was only available to certain areas
with a Metro Mayor.
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Homes England to press ahead with plans
for 300 homes at Brislington Meadows
The government’s housing association,

And now in a new statement Homes England

which spent £15m buying Brislington

says: “Since purchasing this site in March

Meadows, has announced it will push

2020, Homes England has been in discussion

ahead with plans to build 300 homes

with Bristol City Council, the community

there, even though the Mayor of Bristol

and ecologists on how best to deliver

said earlier this year that the land would

Bristol’s allocation for up to 300 new homes

be kept as open green space.

at Brislington Meadows.

The 10-hectare site had been earmarked

“The announcement last April, referring to

by Bristol City Council for development

ecology on the site, and the city’s growing

for years and Homes England, which

housing crisis have further highlighted the

has

responsibility

importance of finding an appropriately

new

residential

for

accelerating

development,

bought

balanced solution.

it in March last year to bring forward

“Over the past months Homes England has

pans for new homes and community

been carefully reviewing the situation and

facilities.

can confirm that it will be progressing a

But Mayor Marvin Rees announced in April

planning application.

2021 that it would be kept as a local green

“Many issues have been taken into account,

space as part of the city council’s plan to

including the specific need for homes in

tackle the ecological emergency.

Broomhill,

In May Homes England said it fully

considerations, the Local Plan allocation, the

understand the need to balance housing

work on site already carried out in clearing

delivery and environmental concerns and

Sinnott House to make way for the access,

intended to work positively with all parties

and the £15m cost to the taxpayer of

involved to identify a sensible route forward.

purchasing the site.”

ecological

and

climate

Action to stop drivers
flouting one-way system
A problem with motorists – namely
delivery drivers - going the wrong way up
a one-way road was highlighted at the
Bitton, Oldland, North Common & Siston
Community Engagement Forum meeting
last Wednesday.
Cllr Paul Hughes said he was contacted
recently by concerned people living in
Cloverlea Road in Oldland Common about
the problem. It is a route used by pupils
going to and from Sir Bernard Lovell
Academy in nearby North Street.
Cllr Hughes said that following a visit by
a senior South Gloucestershire Council
highways officer, there are now plans to
re-sign the ‘No entry’ at the bottom of
Cloverlea Road where it joins Millers
Drive to make it clearer to drivers.
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He added that arrangements are being
made to get overgrown hedges cut back on
the narrow road to improve visibility too.
Cllr Hughes also told the meeting that the
council is looking at ways of reducing
traffic speeds on Barry Road and Cherry
Garden Road (the A4175).
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Santas on the run again
This year’s Saltford Santa Dash will take
place on Sunday 5th December.
The signposted five-mile course around
Saltford and Keynsham roads is suitable for
those aged 12 and over (although 12 to 16year-olds must be accompanied by an adult)
The organisers supply a Santa suit, running
number and a medal. Participants can run,
jog or walk. It starts from Saltford Hall at
11am and there are prizes for the winners.
There is also a mini Santa Dash for under12s around the sports ground at Saltford
which starts at 10am.
Anyone unable to take part on the day can
still do a ‘virtual dash’ – running either five

miles or five kilometres any time between
Saturday 27th November and Saturday 4th
December. Two local routes have been
mapped out for people to run, jog or walk, or
you can choose your own route. A Santa suit
and a medal will be supplied.
The Saltford Santa Dash was established in
2013 to provide a community fun run to raise
funds in support of locally connected
charities working with young people. The
event has grown and become a firm favourite
in the run up to Christmas and has raised
around £94,000 for charities to date.
To find out more and register go to
www.saltfordsantadash.co.uk

Fire service warning over scam
Avon Fire & Rescue Service says it has
received reports of people impersonating
staff and requesting local business owners
to give them money to put an advert in a
booklet.
“This is not legitimate. We are not
contacting local business owners via

telephone
requesting
money
for
advertising space. If you receive a call
from someone you believe to be
impersonating an Avon Fire & Rescue
Service staff member, we encourage you
to contact Avon & Somerset Police on 101
or 999 in an emergency.”

Poppy Appeal launch at Payne Green
Oldland and Bitton parish council

Peeroo of 243 (Wessex) Field Hospital at

representatives and members of the local

Keynsham.

branch of the Royal British Legion will

People will assemble from 10.30am. After

attend a ceremony at the Garden of

a welcome from the chairman of Oldland

Remembrance at Payne Green at Barrs

Parish Council Cllr Richard Pope there

Court on Friday (29th October) to mark

will be blessings and then a two-minute

the launch of the annual Poppy Appeal.

silence at 11am followed by the planting

Also in attendance will be WO Fawzi

of crosses.

Jewellery pouch lost in Keynsham
A dark green/black pouch measuring approximately 10cm x 6 cm containing two fine
gold chain necklaces, one with a diamond pendant, was lost in Keynsham in late
September. This is of great sentimental value to the reader who contacted us. Please get
in touch with us at The Week In if you have any information.
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A walk rich in history and nature
Cllr Michael Bell, a member of
South Gloucestershire Council’s
Public Rights of Way Committee,
writes about local walks. Here he
follows the River Frome from
Frenchay to Snuff Mills.
The River Frome starts its life as a small
spring in Dodington Park, close to the
home of the inventor Sir James Dyson. It
then follows a course through Chipping
Sodbury, Yate, Frampton Cotterell and
Winterbourne before reaching the
beginning of this walk and then continues
into the Bristol Harbour.
A recommended start point is by parking
legally close to the Frenchay Meeting House
in Beckspool Road, Frenchay. Friends

(Quakers) have worshipped in the area since
the middle of the 17th century, first meeting
in private houses. In 1673, a Meeting House
at Frenchay was completed near the site of
the present one. A caretaker’s cottage was
added at the back of the Meeting House in
the mid-18th century.
Cross the road and continue downhill
through a choice of gates and then fields
through the National Trust’s Frenchay Moor
opposite. The walk continues alongside a
paddock which may have horses (please do
not feed them) and comes out into a row of
picturesque stone cottages before continuing
onto the Grade II listed Frenchay Bridge
which crosses the River Frome. Look out on
this stretch of river as otters and kingfishers
have recently been seen.
There is a cast iron plaque attached to the

bridge worded ‘Frenchay Bridge By
Subscription 1788’ and another historic
plaque which details weight limits imposed
by the former Chipping Sodbury Rural Parish
Council.
Cross the bridge and take the lower path
above the river but be cautious as this stretch
is unsurfaced for approximately half a mile
and can be steep, muddy and slippery,
especially after rain. There is an alternative
easier higher path that can be followed, and
then cutting back to the river path later. This
lower path now becomes more even and
continues with the river on the right.
Along the way we pass many other walkers,
and dogs fetching sticks and balls and
enjoying a swim. We are now in what is
officially named the Oldbury Court Estate
and is also known as Vassals Park, named
after a previous owner, and was landscaped
by H Repton in the mid-19th century.
We then pass the man-made weir and a
stretch of fenced path. It then crosses a
narrow footbridge to eventually reach
gardens with a house and the watermill,
behind which is the remnants of a working

Michael Bell

quarry. The watermill which once used the
flow of the River Frome to power the
grinding of corn and to power saws to cut
stones of the quarry has been lovingly
restored by a group of volunteers since the
1990s.
A short walk through the car park and the
small café is reached and a well-earned rest
and refreshments. The return journey is along
the same route, with the complete walk
taking roughly two and a half hours.

Frenchay Bridge

The Meeting House

The old mill
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More electric vehicle charging
points now available in South Glos
Owners of electric vehicles (EVs) can now
charge them at even more locations across
South Gloucestershire.
The council has recently installed new EV
charging points as part of the Revive network
in Staple Hill, Mangotsfield and Filton.
Existing charge points at Longwell Green
and in Bradley Stoke leisure centres have
also been switched over to Revive.
The new EV charge points are available atSt
James Street car park in Mangotsfield, Page
Road short stay car park in Staple Hill and
Church Road (on-street) car park in Filton.
Funding to install EV charging points has
been awarded by the Office for Zero

Emission Vehicles (OZEV) to the West of
England local authorities as part of Go Ultra
Low West (GULW) project. Approximately
120 EV charging bays will be installed as
part of the Revive vehicle charging network,
with 42 of these located across South
Gloucestershire. To use the charge points,
users can sign up at www.revivecharging.net
South Gloucestershire Council’s Cabinet
Member for Regeneration, Environment and
Strategic Infrastructure Cllr Steve Reade
said: “As part of our climate emergency goals
we are committed to lowering carbon
emissions on our roads, and as we all start to
travel again for work and leisure purposes,
Cllr Steve Reade at the new facility in Filton

New nursery and pre-school
with big focus on outdoors
Family-owned Leaping Lambs, which has
nurseries in Keynsham, Swineford and
Bath, is opening another branch in
Willsbridge with a forest school at its
heart.
The new premises are at The Park in the
unit formerly occupied by another nursery
which closed in the summer.
The building has had a full refurbishment
and has as an added bonus a large field
area and woodland with a yurt, fire pit,
mud kitchen, construction area and lots of
forest school learning.
The forest school, which will enable preschool children to spend the vast majority
of the day outside, is already creating a lot
of interest.
Forest schools have been shown to
increase a child’s confidence and self-

esteem through exploration and problemsolving. The hands-on learning approach
allows children to develop skills that may
be difficult to demonstrate within a
classroom environment.
Inside there are lots of natural resources to
provoke children’s curiosity whilst
learning, and separate areas for babies,
toddlers and pre-school children.
Owners Mike and Beccy Lewis say they
are very excited to be opening on 4th
January and are overwhelmed with the
amount of interest already. They are
holding a free Christmas craft morning on
27th November from 10am to 1pm and
would love any families interested to visit.
Arrival times are being staggered - email
info@leapinglambsnursery.co.uk if you
would like to book a time to visit.
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we hope people will consider greener and
more sustainable transport options.
“We believe that growing our electric vehicle
charging network in the local area will
encourage even more people to make the
switch to an EV.”

Other locations where there are already EV
charging points include Laburnum Road car
park in Hanham, Cecil Road car park in
Kingswood and Haynes Lane in Staple Hill,
as well as at the Bristol and Bath Science
Park at Emersons Green.
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Find out more about airfield redevelopment
including new world-class YTL Bristol Arena
People have the chance to find out about major
redevelopment plans of the former Filton Airfield,
including the new YTL Bristol Arena planned at the
Brabazon Hangars.
In partnership with YTL, South Gloucestershire Council’s
Community Engagement Forums will be hosting two ‘popup’ events that anyone interested is welcome to attend.
YTL will be presenting an update on site progress to date and
planned development over the next three years as it readies
for the arena opening in 2024. It would be the UK’s third
largest arena, providing world-class entertainment, with
integrated transport including a new train station and
metrobus route running right past the front door.
Whilst planning permission already exists for major mixed-

application in 2022.

9th November – the first from 1.30pm to 2.30pm and the

use development including more than 2,500 homes, land for

Following the presentation representatives from YTL will be

other from 6pm to 7pm.

10,000+ jobs and three schools, YTL will present its new

pleased to take any questions.

To

vision for the site that will culminate in a new planning

There is a choice of two online meetings to attend on Tuesday

ment@southglos.gov.uk or call 01454 868113.

Kingfisher Lodge residents enjoy boat trip
A group of six residents from Kingfisher
Lodge Care Home in Saltford who hadn’t
been out for months enjoyed time on the water
recently.
One of the home’s carers, Sam, runs the Bath
Water Bus who suggested a trip to the
manager and activity team. The idea was
warmly welcomed. The weather was amazing
for the whole trip and everyone had fun.
Kingfisher Lodge thanks everyone who
helped, including the team on the minibus
who got the residents to the start of the trip on
time. They were greeted by refreshments for
their journey, there was music and skipper
duties were passed around with the residents
enjoying wearing the captain’s hat.
Kingfisher Lodge runs two trips each month
and is always looking for volunteers to come
along and help support them. Contact Julie
Tucker at Kingfisher Lodge on 01225 871030.

The residents had a great time

get

involved

email

communityengage

Cleveland
Bridge reopens
but not to HGVS
Cleveland Bridge in Bath remains closed to HGVs but
reopened to vehicles under two metres in width on
Monday.
Work on the £3.8m project to repair and safeguard the
Grade II* listed structure began in May under
temporary traffic signals before the bridge was closed
to all vehicles on 28th June, with a diversion route via
South Gloucestershire, Keynsham and Saltford.
Pedestrians, cyclists and cars can now use the bridge
which is undergoing extensive repairs. However due to
the safety critical nature of the work, vehicles over two
metres wide including HGVs are being kept off.
Temporary supports have been installed under the
bridge deck to enable crucial sections of the bridge to
be repaired and this means only carefully managed
traffic can cross. Traffic light controls remain in place.
Emergency vehicles are able to access the bridge via a
gate specifically for their use.
The southbound diversion route which remains in place
for HGVs is from the M4 Junction 19 via the A4174
Bristol Ring Road to Hicks Gate roundabout; then along
the A4 towards Bath, following signs for the A36.
The northbound route sees drivers following the A36,
then taking the A4 west via Saltford and Keynsham to
the Hicks Gate roundabout, then the A4174 Ring Road
towards the M32 to join the M4 at Junction 19.

Keep in touch, let us know what you
think, send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Bristol’s free street art shows
It’s a bus journey from my home to Bristol
city centre and then a number 24 bus to
get to Bedminster and the spectacular
outdoor art spectacle that is in North
Street and its environs.
This is where some of the best modern artists
working both locally and nationally exhibit
their stunning depictions to local residents,
shoppers, art enthusiasts and anyone
interested in the creative world. With bright
colours and glorious imagination, the effects
give a boost to mental and physical wellbeing.
On a day that in many respects seemed dull
and uninspiring, we made our way to
Bedminster and started our walking tour near
to the Bristol Beer Factory at North Street in
Southville. We then walked towards Bristol
City Football Ground, passing an original
artwork that has been in situ for many years
by the renowned artist Banksy. The work is
of Jesus on the cross wearing (unfortunately
for some) a Bristol City football shirt. This
work is covered with Perspex for safety
reasons and is on the side of a now empty
public house wall.
Not far away on the other side of the road is
a small street called Back Road. Peeping out
from the little road is a huge pigeon painted
on the side of the corner building. It would
appear to be on the look-out for persons
entering its territory and has an inquisitive
look in its piercing gaze.
From there we made our way back to the
busier North Street shopping area. The
famous Greta Thunberg mural that was on
the side of the Tobacco Factory next to Aldi
has now been replaced by a threedimensional mural of a woman, her skeleton
giving a ghostly appearance. We didn't have

3D glasses with us but previously had seen a
similar picture in shades of red on the side of
a public house in Southville. The landlord
there gave us 3D glasses to examine the
image, which gave the effect of two separate
artworks with and without the glasses.
With so much art in North Street it is easy to
miss Ebenezer Gate Pocket Garden opposite
Greville Road. This was the entrance to
Ebenezer Methodist Church which has long
been demolished. However, its impressive
remaining arched concrete gateway leads to
a small garden with curved reading benches,
a herb garden and beautiful picture of
humming birds painted on a wall. Also a
small free lending library in the shape of a
bird table is at its entrance. Just off the main
street it is a place of tranquillity and peace
where art and nature provide equal solace.
Street artists at one time were extremely
secretive about their endeavours and
produced their work under cover of darkness.
These days however, with the emergence of
much talent and acceptance of their skills by
the public, modern artists are happy to sign
their work and indeed are commissioned to
supply murals all over the world.
The artwork in Bedminster regularly changes
and the pictures you see today could well be
replaced by others in a few months’ time,
such is the nature of street art. Signatures
like Insane 51 or Banksy are just two
recognisable names but now many others are
making the work their own and proud to
attach their identity to huge pieces of art.
I remember Bedminster as an inner city
suburb known mostly for the Wills cigarette
factory. It employed thousands of local
people. I worked there myself in the 1970s,
jabbing away at a typewriter while the dense
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aroma of tobacco pervaded the air around
both factory and office. Bedminster's small
streets of terraced housing were then home to

concrete and boring terraced houses, shops
and empty buildings, my imagination
was fired and I decided to do a picture of my

worker families and seemed quite grey and
not particularly interesting.
However, over the last 20 or so years
Bedminster has evolved into a haven for art
lovers, as have other areas of Bristol such as
St Werburghs, Easton and St George.
With such talent brightening up yellowing

own.
However, it is in the privacy of my garden as
I have yet to find the courage to don a boiler
suit, erect scaffolding and climb the nearest
building paint brush in hand, to produce a
mural worthy of public scrutiny.
Christine Rogers
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Plans to upgrade Willsbridge base station
Plans by phone giants Vodafone and Telefonica (02), to

Mobile infrastructure services company Cornerstone, which

needs updating to provide improved network services to the

upgrade the 20-metre high radio base station at Jarretts

is owned by the operators, has lodged the application.

area using the latest technology, including the provision of

Garden Centre in Willsbridge have been submitted to South

There is an agreement for the two phone companies to

new 3/4G and 5G mobile connectivity.

Gloucestershire Council.

jointly operate and manage a single network grid across the

It explains that it will not be overly intrusive and will strike

The new mast would be 22.5 metres to the top of the three

UK.

an “acceptable balance.”

antennas. The cabinet would also be replaced.

The application says that the radio base station at Willsbridge

The planning reference is P21/06628/F.
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Situations
Vacant

South Glos Business
Show focuses on
challenges of the future
The

South

Gloucester-

shire Business Show was
held at the Bristol and
Bath Science Park last
week.
Hosted by the council,
leaders from locally-based
companies large and small,
as well as the university
sector came together to
discuss practical steps to
meet the challenges of the
future and to showcase the
measures they are already
putting in place to manage

Toby Savage

finance and international
trade, as well as mental
emergency and in the run-up

need.

were

equalities.

to

Council leader Toby Savage,

inspirational insight into

As an authority that has

conference

the

who has responsibility for

how all businesses and

declared

council also wanted to

policies to meet the climate

industries, large and small,

provide

emergency

have a role to play in

health

matters

a

and

climate

the

global

COP26,
the

business

challenge,

valuable

reducing

opportunity to talk about the

conference.

He

said:

protecting the planet. The

climate and how they can

“Businesses

in

South

opportunities to transform

play their part in a greener

Gloucestershire face any

our economy to respond to

future. The industrial and

number of challenges as we

this crisis is huge and our

commercial sector accounts

look to the future, but none

area, at the forefront of

for a third of the carbon

are more important than our

innovation in sectors such as

emissions

response to the climate

aerospace, has so much

emergency.

potential

question that formed the

“That is why we dedicated a

significant contribution.

basis of discussions was

particular focus at this year’s

“For many, the starting point

how both private and public

show to how we can

is to measure emissions and

sectors can accelerate the

effectively work together to

set a target for reducing

transition to net zero carbon

become more resilient, adapt

them as soon as possible,

emissions by 2030.

the ways we work and

focusing on ‘easy wins’ to

The council wanted to

reduce our collective carbon

get some momentum. A

explore

emissions

South

healthy natural world is

transformations under way

Gloucestershire. How we

fundamental to a healthy

in key industries, so held

respond now is a once-in-a-

economy and businesses

discussions

decar-

generation challenge, but

must consider their impact

and

also a once-in-a-generation

and how they can positively

aviation, food and drink, and

opportunity.

support nature as well as

transport; there was also a

“It is essential that we work

reducing

discussion

together at all levels to make

emissions. I look forward to

changes

be

taking these conversations

positive impact on nature

effective at reducing our

and actions forward with

through their supply chains

impact on the environment

Business West and the

and procurement and what

and to protect nature.”

business community at large

support

He continued: “The sessions

in the coming year.”

with

in

Gloucestershire.

the

bonising

the

South
A

key

amazing

on

aerospace

businesses

on
can

how
have

businesses

a

will

across

that

will

emissions

and

opened and spoke at the

community
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climate

a

to

make

their

and

a

carbon
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Sudoku Solutions
1-Easy
4
9
1
7
5
3
6
8
2

2
3
6
8
4
1
7
5
9

8
7
5
9
6
2
4
1
3

1
6
7
4
3
5
9
2
8

Crossword Solution

2-Hard
5
8
9
2
1
7
3
6
4

3
2
4
6
8
9
5
7
1

9
5
8
1
7
4
2
3
6

6
4
3
5
2
8
1
9
7

7
1
2
3
9
6
8
4
5

Service Directory
Aerials

Appliances

Boiler Service

Carpentry

Carpet Cleaning

Computers

Garden Services

Home
Maintenance

Blinds

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Car Repairs

22

Electrical
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Service Directory
Home Help

Locksmiths

Plumbing

Roofing

Tree Services

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more
Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

per insert
Venue Hire

Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

OLDLAND
Village Club
Bar & Social Club

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT
per insert

+ VAT

Sewing Lessons

Oven Cleaning

Painting
& Decorating

Telephone
Engineers

Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

Adverts cost £4.20 per
centimetre (min 5cm)

Private function room with bar
and stage. Kitchen available.
Up to 120 guests for parties,
receptions, children's parties,
presentations or wakes.
Parking.
Ring Pam on

The more weeks you

for further details
www.oldlandvillageclub.co.uk

1 week - £21

0117 9077432

book the cheaper
each insertion
becomes

2 weeks - £18.90
Waste Disposal

4 wk - £17.85
6 wk - £16.80

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you book
the cheaper each insertion
becomes

1 week = £21
2 weeks = £18.90
4 weeks = £17.85
6 weeks = £16.80
8 weeks = £15.75
12 weeks = £14.70
26 weeks = £13.65
52 weeks = £12.60

8 wk - £15.75
12 wk - £14.70
26 wk - £13.65
52 wk - £12.60
All prices per week
exc VAT

Plumbing
Tree Services

Rubbish
Clearance

All prices per week exc VAT
You don't have to book
successive weeks. You can
choose fortnightly, monthly or
specific insertion dates as
long as the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the discount
rate.

Cheap and fast

An advert
like this costs

£21.00

Similar percentage discounts
apply equally to larger sized
adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381

We load and clear any
household, garden, garage
and shed clearance
Free estimates
Fully licensed
85% recycled

Call 0117 9373009
at anytime to book

+ VAT
per insert
DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM
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Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks

THE WEEK IN
adverts call
0117 986 0381

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

You don't have to book
successive weeks.
You can choose
fortnightly, monthly
or specific insertion
dates as long as the
total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.
Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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