
A campaign is under way to fight the decision to stop

through trains from Keynsham to London Waterloo from

mid-December. 

There was no consultation with rail user groups or local

authorities. Instead the announcement came in a South

Western Railway (SWR) timetable consultation.  

It will leave Keynsham with the only through train leaving

London Paddington at 06:20 and returning at 17:35. 

Rail commuters are being invited to sign a petition and attend

a public meeting next week following the decision by

Transport Secretary Grant Shapps to approve the withdrawal

of services. 

A petition set up by campaigner Graham Ellis on behalf of

the Friends of Suburban Bristol Railways, Two Tunnels,

Railfuture (Severnside), the West Wilts Rail Use Group and

others, already has more than 1,200 signatures.

The petition says: “The Department for Transport has

specified that the direct trains from Bristol, Keynsham, Bath,

Bradford-on-Avon and Trowbridge to London (Waterloo) via

Salisbury cease in December (2021). We ask that they

continue to run pending consultation and effective ongoing

provision."

Transport Focus, the Department for Transport's watchdog,

was also taken by surprise, saying: “We believe you should

carefully consider deferring this proposal to December 2022

to give time for proper consideration of passenger feedback

and how needs can be met in future.”

The announcement in the timetable consultation said: “The

route between Salisbury and Bristol Temple Meads has

historically been served by both SWR and Great Western

Railway, with SWR running five of the

average 25 daily services in the May 2019

timetable.

“Following a separate review with the

Department for Transport, SWR will

withdraw its current three daily services

from December 2021 as duplicating

services between the two operators does not

provide good value for the taxpayer. Great

Western Railway will continue to meet

demand on the line and services will

connect into London-bound trains at

Salisbury, Bath and Westbury.”

But campaigners say the announcement in

the timetable consultation hides the

complete removal of through trains from

London to Trowbridge and Bradford-on-

Avon and the reduction to a single daily service to

Warminster and Keynsham.

They also say that the statement that GWR will continue to

meet demand is incorrect, with short trains that don't have

the capacity needed, and with far too frequent cancellations

or trains terminating at Westbury, rather than running their

complete routes. The statement that services will "connect"

at Salisbury is also challenged as it will involve a wait of 50

minutes in one direction and 59 minutes in the other.

Although Bristol Temple Meads, Bath Spa and Westbury

have other trains to London, they go into Paddington which

is inconvenient for many people headed for the south of

London, especially those with heavy luggage or disabilities. 

The SWR services provide connections at Clapham Junction

and Waterloo to Kent, Surrey, and East Sussex.

This week public transport campaigner David Redgewell

called for the West of England Mayor Dan Norris to discuss

the service cuts with the Transport Secretary.

The public meeting is next Wednesday (20th October) at 7pm

at the Bethesda Baptist Church in Trowbridge and will also

be on Zoom. Find out more at www.passenger.chat/25522

Meanwhile as of last weekend South Western Railway is no

longer running Saturday services between Bristol and

Salisbury, and the stopping service from Salisbury to London

Waterloo terminates at Basingstoke, with COVID blamed for

disrupting driver training.

• The petition is at

https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/598397
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Expect major disruption day and night between now until

the week before Christmas as traffic calming and road

repairs get under way in Hanham involving closures and

diversions.

South Gloucestershire Council says teams are patching the

road surface and installing traffic calming measures along

Hanham routes at the same time to minimise disruption.

As the High Street is an A road and Lower Hanham Road is

a B road, the council says it needs to divert traffic through

matched roads to avoid sending HGVs down unsuitable

routes. This means some drivers will face a diversion via the

A4174 Ring Road. 

The council says that access to homes, car parks and

businesses will be maintained but if these are the other side

of the roadworks people may have to follow

the diversion first.

Works will be day and night apart from today

(Wednesday) until Friday which will be day

closure only because of overnight Ring Road

closures.

This week part of Lower Hanham Road near

the Queen’s Head pub is closed. Then for the

following two weeks there will be closures

along Hanham Road and from 8th to 12th

November the High Street will be closed

outside the community centre.

From 15th to 19th November Tabernacle

Road will be closed outside the United

Reformed Church and there will be another

closure from 22nd November to 17th

December in Lower Hanham Road.

The council says that the work will include

removing the old 30mph markings on Lower

Hanham Road and Memorial Road and laying new 20mph

markings. This had been due to take place in early summer

but had to be rescheduled due to the impacts of COVID-19. 

Local residents are also hoping that the work will include the

delayed road markings and signs along Hanham High Street

to remind drivers that it is a 20mph zone.
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Weeks of disruption for traffic
calming and road repairs in Hanham

Man arrested after
cannabis raid
The Staple Hill Neighbourhood Team destroyed a

“large-scale cannabis factory” in a detached house in

Badminton Road, Downend last Monday. 

They said: “After an extensive search of the property a

male was found hiding within the loft area.”

Western Power were called to the address to make sure

the area was safe.

A 22-year-old man arrested on suspicion of being

concerned in the supply of a class B drug has been

released under investigation.

More overnight
Ring Road closures
There are more overnight closures of the A4174 Ring

Road at Warmley this week as final touches are put to

the new throughabout at the junction with Wraxall Road

and Tower Lane which is due to open this month.

The road is closed tonight (Wednesday) for three nights

between 8pm and 6am.

Open letter to patients on current pressure
GPs from across the Bath and North East Somerset,

Swindon and Wiltshire health district have issued an open

letter to patients detailing the pressure currently affecting

primary care services.

The letter, signed by the Clinical Commissioning Group’s

three locality clinical leads, gives an insight into the

increasing demand facing frontline GPs and their teams.

It explains how staff absences, rising coronavirus cases and

an increase in demand for urgent and emergency care have

created the kind of pressure not usually seen outside of

winter. The GPs also explain how more consultations are

happening remotely, either by phone or video call. They

say these virtual appointments, which are happening

alongside those carried out in person, allow clinicians to be

more efficient with their time, while also helping to prevent

overcrowding in waiting rooms.

Local people have been urged to play their part and do

whatever they can to support their local NHS at this busy

time. Practical steps include visiting a pharmacy for health

advice and information instead of automatically calling a

GP practice and using the NHS 111 service when unsure of

where to go for the most appropriate care and treatment.

People are also urged to have their COVID-19 and flu jabs.

Warning of pressure on council services, page 8 

Keynsham GPs opt out of giving COVID boosters
All GP surgeries in Keynsham say they have made the

“difficult decision” not to do COVID boosters. 

Temple House Practice in St Clements Road, West View

Surgery in Park Road and St Augustine’s Medical Centre

in The Chocolate Quarter, which also has a branch in

Saltford, have all released similarly-worded statements

explaining where eligible patients can get the vaccine

instead.

They say: “All practices in Keynsham have made the

difficult decision not to participate in this phase of the

vaccination programme. This is because as practices we are

under enormous pressure and feel we need to prioritise our

resources on core GP services to meet the wider needs of

our practice population.”

Eligible patients are advised that the NHS will notify them

about a booster dose at least six months after the second

dose and that community pharmacies are offering

appointments in Keynsham and the surrounding

area. 

Patients who can travel also have the option of attending a

larger centre such as at Bath Racecourse.  

There will also be a centrally organised service for

delivering the vaccine to completely housebound patients

and those living in residential care homes.

Patients are also advised that flu vaccines will still be

available from each practice as in previous years.



Keynsham has been recognised by the

Royal Horticultural Society’s South

West In Bloom as worthy of a Gold

award.   

The award was presented at the regional

ceremony held in the Winter Gardens at

Weston-super-Mare last Thursday.

Mary Woodman. Keynsham in Bloom

volunteer, said: “When our town was judged

earlier in the year, we questioned our

horticultural decisions. Had we planted the

correct flowers?  Are we dead-heading,

weeding and watering regularly enough to

maintain the displays throughout the season

and what will the judges say?   

“Some lockdown rules still applied so care

had to be taken but this didn't stop our hardy

volunteers and their determination has meant

success for Keynsham. A big thank you to all

involved.” She also thanked Dial-a-Ride and

driver Terry for providing transport to and

from the ceremony. 

Mary said the volunteers would not rest on

their laurels but would continue to make the

town an even better place to live. “We are

now working on removing the summer

displays and planting winter bulbs and

flowers to bring cheer to all who visit us

through the dark winter months.”

Anyone who would like to join the team

would be very welcome. Contact

keynshaminbloom@icloud.com  or

catherinemarywoodman@gmail.com  or pop

your details through the town council’s

letterbox in Temple Street.

Find out which other local groups did well in

the South West in Bloom awards on the

opposite page.
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Gold medal for Keynsham in Bloom

With the Keynsham in Bloom banner are the group’s chairman Jim Bernard,
secretary Dawn Drury, and volunteers Jenny Andrews and Anne Donaghey.



The ‘It’s Your Neighbourhood’ campaign is

part of the wider Britain in Bloom initiative,

giving an opportunity for smaller community

groups to get involved.

Among those celebrating a Level 5

(Outstanding) accolade in the South West

region are the Friends of Kingswood Park for

their work both there and in the town centre.

The volunteers who look after the Sensory

Garden in Page Park in Staple Hill also

achieved an Outstanding award as did Lyde

Green Open Space Group.

There were also seven Outstanding awards in

Keynsham – for Keynsham Scout Group,

Abbeyfield, Keynsham Cemetery, Keynsham

Station Volunteers, Somerdale Shed,

Community @ 67 and Old Vicarage Green.

St George in Bloom’s Church Road

Enhancements Billboard Project and

Pollinator Garden Project also both achieved

Level 5. Meanwhile Level 4 ‘Thriving’

awards were given to Keynsham Pocket

Park, Keynsham Allotments and Stockwood

Growing Together.
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Community groups win
accolades for their floral efforts 

The Old Crown Inn at Kelston won two

awards at the South West in Bloom awards

for its floral displays. As well as taking the

Shaun Cregan Trophy for best pub, The Old

Crown also scooped a Gold award in the

Business, Leisure & Tourism category.

Pub scoops two awards

Kingwood town centre
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Concerns including about anti-social behaviour have been

received about two neighbouring houses in Kingswood

which were turned into children’s care homes without

planning permission.

The pair of semi-detached houses on the corner of Tyndale

Road and Lees Hill are both run by 16 Plus Care Support

Solutions Ltd with each housing up to three young people

aged between 10 and 17 with carers.

The company applied for two separate retrospective planning

applications and last week South Gloucestershire Council

approved the application for the Tyndale Road property. A

decision on the attached property was still pending this week.

The Tyndale Road home has been open since November 2019

and the neighbouring one opened last year.

Because of the concerns raised, local councillor Kim

Scudamore put in a request for the council’s development

control committee to decide on the application, rather than it

being delegated to a planning officer.

Cllr Scudamore said the concerns expressed by neighbours

were based on their experience of the property since 2019.

“Residents have reported feeling unsafe as a result of activity

associated with the property in question, and the council has

a planning obligation to support residents to feel safe.  

“It has been confirmed by the local police beat manager that

they have made over 20 visits to Tyndale Road in the last 18

months, although most of these visits have been a statutory

response to a young person not adhering to curfew times.”

He added that the applicant is a private company and there

are currently no children from South Gloucestershire placed

in its care: “The application should therefore be considered

as a business wishing to operate in a residential area.”

He felt the application for the adjoining property must be

considered relevant in considering the impact of the Tyndale

Road application: “The size and location of both properties

makes them unsuitable for use as a children’s home, and

approval of both applications would have a negative impact

on the immediate area.”

But the chair of the committee Keith Burchell rejected Cllr

Scudamore’s call-in request, saying: “Whilst I can see the

reasons from residents who have made comments regarding

this, I can see no planning reasons outlined for a refusal. The

matters raised by residents fall within the remit of other

agencies.” 

16 Plus Care Support Solutions Ltd says it aims to provide a

stable, safe and secure living environment for children and

young people to provide them with a home and encourage

them and help them to fulfil their full potential.  

It says there are trained, experienced and competent staff in

place 24 hours a day. Curfews are in place requiring residents

to be at the placement by 11pm. Should a resident not be in

place there may be a requirement to report the matter to the

police.

Children’s care homes have been
operating without planning permission 

Invitation to
afternoon tea
Senior people in South Gloucestershire are invited to a

special afternoon tea next Wednesday (20th October)

from 2pm to 4pm at Christ Church Parish Hall,

Downend Road, Downend.

Tickets for the event cost £5, to be paid on arrival. As

well as food and refreshments, there will be live music

from the 1940s, ’50s, ’60s and ’70s. 

To book, contact Home Instead on 0117 4350063. The

event is supported by Southern Brooks Community

Partnerships and South Gloucestershire Dementia

Friendly Communities.



Conveyancing expert
moves back to law firm
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Jayne Wells

FDC Law are pleased to announce the return of Jayne

Wells to the conveyancing department in their Keynsham

office.

Jayne is a senior conveyancer whose career stretches over 25

years, covering a wide range of conveyancing matters

including the sale and purchase of both freeholds and

leaseholds, transfers of equity, re-mortgaging and buy to let. 

She is experienced in ‘Help to Buy’ transactions and shared

ownership and often deals with property-related matters arising

from matrimonial disputes or end-of-life events. Jayne is also

particularly proficient with first registrations of unregistered

title and technical legal issues arising from historic deeds.

Jayne said: “I am thrilled to be working at FDC Law again and

am looking forward to helping new and old clients with their

property matters. My approach in acting for clients is to always

give clear guidance with a hands-on approach, which I believe

is appreciated by my clients and reflected in the number of

repeat instructions I receive.”

Michael Coward, partner and head of conveyancing, said: "We

are delighted that Jayne has accepted the role of residential

conveyancer in the Keynsham office. In her time at FDC Law,

Jayne has shown that she is a highly competent conveyancer

and is popular with both colleagues and clients and will prove

to be a real asset to the firm.”

Home proposed
on stables site
Plans to build a bungalow at Woollard Lane in

Whitchurch, following the demolition of three stables

have been submitted to Bath & North East Somerset

Council.

The application for the property called Rudgeworth

proposes two parking spaces, using the existing access

on to Woollard Lane.

The site is within the Green Belt. The planning reference

is 21/04336/FUL.

Criminal damage
A woman was seen walking around a car and scratching

the bodywork while it was parked on Greenfield Road

in Keynsham at approximately 10pm on Saturday 30th

September.

If you have any information about this incident, call the

police on 101 and quote reference number 5221228757. 

Alternatively call Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800

555 111.

Keep in touch, let us know what

you think, send us your news

www.facebook.com/theweekin



Council leaders have issued a stark warning about the

impact on key Bath & North East Somerset services

caused by a national shortage of HGV drivers and the

increase in COVID cases.

The council is facing challenges and is warning residents

about potential disruption – such as to waste and recycling

collections - which could go on for some months, particularly

with seasonal demand increasing in the run-up to, and after

Christmas.

Pressures are also mounting on social care as demand grows

across both residential and home care combined with

difficulties in recruiting staff.

COVID rates increased over the last few weeks and the NHS

is experiencing demands for its services.  

B&NES Council leader Kevin Guy said: “The council’s

capacity in key services including care and waste collection

is under ongoing pressure after 19 months of COVID

response. This coupled with external pressures in the

economy including driver shortages is creating a huge

challenge for us.

‘It is important that our

residents understand

we are working to

mitigate the challenges

we face but they can

expect to see some

service disruption in

the coming months.

“We are still coping

with the impact of

COVID and we are

also dealing with

external supply chain

pressures. I am asking residents and business to work with

us to help protect services as much as possible.”

Will Godfrey, the council’s chief executive, said: “We will

continue to prioritise services for our most vulnerable

residents but it is important people are aware, as we head into

winter, of the strain the council, like many organisations, is

under.”

The NHS is calling on people to prepare for winter and play

their part by using local health and care services

appropriately and knowing where to go for help, including

GP extended hours and use of minor injury units and walk-

in centres. People are also asked to continue to follow all

government and healthcare advice and guidance in relation

to coronavirus. 

See also page 15
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Stark warning that services in B&NES are under pressure

Criticism of park’s new bollards
Bollards have been installed next to a path in Keynsham’s

Memorial Park to apparently keep vehicles off the grass.  

We understand that they have been ‘recycled’ from the

nearby High Street where refurbishment works are taking

place. 

There has been some criticism on Facebook of the new

installations with comments including “totally pointless”

and “They look ugly and unsightly”. Another person noted:

“Just perfect for kids on scooters and bikes to impact with.”

People are also suggesting that the council should

concentrate instead on fixing the pedestrian bridge in the

park, which has been closed for two years for safety

reasons.

We have contacted Bath & North East Somerset Council

to ask about the bollards and for an update on the

pedestrian bridge but had not received a response as we

went to print.

Kevin Guy



There have reportedly been three recent collisions in and

around Hanham High Street involving illegal e-scooters

and pedestrians. In one case a pedestrian was taken to

hospital with a head injury.

The concerns about the dangers of private e-scooters were

raised at last week’s meeting of the Hanham Business

Community Partnership which the local police attended.

This week Supt Simon Brickwood, from Avon & Somerset

Police’s road safety team, said that dealing with private e-

scooter use is a forcewide matter.

“We’re keen for riders to be aware that e-scooters are

classified as motor vehicles for the purposes of law. As such,

if they are used on a road, pavement or any public place, they

are subject to the same road traffic legislation as any motor

vehicle – i.e. you must have a driving licence and insurance. 

“However, at the current time, it isn’t possible to get motor

insurance to ride a private e-scooter, so ultimately they aren’t

lawful for use anywhere other than on private land.

“Our Neighbourhood Teams are actively engaging with e-

scooter users as part of our regular patrols, giving advice and

taking positive action where appropriate. While a warning

may be given in the first instance, officers have the power to

take enforcement action which may include seizing the

scooter or issuing penalty points.”

Only e-scooters hired or leased through the current West of

England trial with provider Voi can be used legally. They

have insurance and are classed as motorised vehicles so

riders must hold a full or provisional driving licence and be

over 18. They must not be used on pavements or parked in a

way that disrupts pedestrians or causes nuisance.

The 10-week planning inquiry into Bristol

Airport’s application to expand has come to

an end. 

It was marked by a ‘vigil for hope’ outside

Weston-super-Mare Town Hall last Friday,

where the inquiry was held, and was

organised by Bristol Airport Expansion

Network (BAAN) and Extinction Rebellion. 

Together with representatives from the

parishes under the flight paths, Friends of the

Earth, the youth-led Fridays for Future and

the Green Party they expressed their hope

that the inspectors turn down the airport’s

case.  An Extinction Rebellion spokesperson

said: “Last February North Somerset Council

turned down Bristol Airport’s application to

add two million passengers per annum by

increasing the number of night flights. The

airport appealed. As the inquiry ends, we

believe the parties supporting the original

decision have provided robust evidence for

the inspectors to turn down permission to

expand.”

Caroline New, organiser of the vigil, said:

“What we desperately hope for is that the

inspectors come to the right decision and

uphold democracy. There is still just time to

stop climate catastrophe. All carbon

emissions matter, because they are

cumulative, and if any more airports are

allowed to expand the UK is unlikely to

reach its goal to be net zero carbon by 2050.

And that is a legal requirement.”

The airport has claimed that the benefits of

expansion outweigh the disadvantages.

See also page 17.
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Dangers of illegal scooters highlighted
after collisions with pedestrians

Bristol Airport planning
inquiry ends with vigil
by campaigners

Credit: Richard Baxter
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Encouraged by PM’s

Green Belt pledge
Dear Editor    

Hanham District Greenbelt Conservation

Society is encouraged by the government’s

apparent further change of heart regarding its

Housing Policy, demonstrated by the Prime

Minister’s speech at the Conservative Party

conference last week.  

In the speech, he stated “…that there was no

reason the countryside should be lost to new,

unaffordable homes and opened up to

unscrupulous building…”  

Until this aspiration is developed into a clear

policy, the current safeguards must be retained

and all of us must appreciate that every area of

green space is precious and needs to be

maintained. Once lost, these tranquil areas will

be gone forever. 

Regrettably, we have evidence that we must

remain vigilant, as we have been notified by a

number of our members that a traffic survey

has been carried out in Hencliffe Way,

Hanham. From this, we presume a planning

application is imminent on Green Belt land —

(known as ‘The Batch’) - an area of land to the

rear of Bickley Close, Hencliffe Way and

Sycamore Close in Hanham. 

Due to the current difficult accessibility to this

area of land, it would appear that proposals

would include the demolition of an existing

property in order to enable an access road to be

constructed onto the site.

This large area of land is designated Green Belt

and is therefore protected by the criteria within

the National Planning Policy Framework -

Protecting Green Belt Land. In Section 149 of

the NPPF, the limited ‘exceptional

circumstances’ for development of these areas

are demonstrated — none of which include

widespread housing development.  

These long-established safeguarding principles

which are supported by South Gloucestershire

Council’s Standing Orders, protect the sprawl

of cities into the countryside and have proven

especially beneficial to communities

throughout the recent pandemic. 

In total, Green Belt areas represent just 12.40%

of England’s land area and in the words of the

Prime Minister, these precious areas need

protection from unwarranted development.  

Wildlife groups, such as Avon Wildlife Trust,

are advocating that in order to ease the

alarming disappearance of wildlife habitat, an

area equivalent to 30% of the former Avon area

ought to be prioritised for wildlife by 2030.

The land at The Batch has been used for

growing maize crops for animal feed in the

recent past — a crop that is ‘unfriendly’ in

terms of support of wildlife, which would

readily ‘bounce back’ if the area was left

fallow, for re-wilding. 

Whilst no justification can be made for the

development of this area, at this stage we can

only hope that South Gloucestershire planners

will enforce the current safeguards and resist

any approaches for housing development on

this land. In turn, the development of this area

will be vigorously resisted by ourselves and

local residents.

Alan Jones

Chair, Hanham District Greenbelt

Conservation Society 

Praise for new Metro

Mayor’s leadership
Dear Becky    

When our new Metro Mayor, Dan Norris,

shows leadership in opposing plans to expand

Bristol Airport because of its negative impact

on climate change, South Gloucestershire

Council leader Cllr Toby Savage describes

Mayor Norris' efforts as “as useful as a

chocolate teapot” (The Week In, Issue 698). 

Cllr Savage believes the airport's plans are not

a local issue yet he and the council he leads

declared a Climate Emergency back in the

summer of 2019, pledging to do all they can to

limit climate change. Just because an issue may

not be raised with Cllr Savage very often does

not mean it is not important. 

I dare say that a few months ago, the shortage

of HGV drivers was not being raised with Cllr

Savage or indeed local MPs, but we have all

now seen how important that actually is. 

I suspect, therefore, that Cllr Savage's reluctant

backing of Dan Norris' efforts has more to do

with Mr Norris proving himself to be the sort

of proactive Mayor that our region needs. 

Andy Perkins

Hanham

Message to Keynsham

Foodbank supporters
Dear Editor    

Due to a recent, unavoidable change in bank

account type, Keynsham Foodbank are asking

all donors who currently donate by standing

order to kindly check their bank statements, as

generous donations have bounced back.

We’ve had to change the type of bank account

used by the charity recently. We’ve been very

nervous about this, but in the end had no

choice. Despite many assurances from the bank

that donations would be unaffected, when I

checked my bank account this week, I saw that

my donation to the foodbank had bounced and

been returned to me. A quick phone call to the

treasurer confirmed what we had most feared

– all the donations we receive via standing

order have stopped.

In transferring to the new account, the bank has

managed to ensure all of our bills continue to

be paid – which is great, but a bit tricky when

they’ve bounced all our donations.

We kindly urge our generous donors to please

update the details they have for us, and if

possible, also complete the super short Gift Aid

form, which helps us turn every £1 you give

into £1.25. We are so very grateful for the

generous support we receive from our

community and thank them in advance for

taking a few minutes to change their standing

order details – we simply cannot do what we

do without their financial support.

All standing orders to Keynsham Foodbank

have bounced. Please continue to help us, and

kindly update your standing order:

1. Keynsham Foodbank 60-12-11, new account

number 26725592 (only the account number

has changed).

2. Completing a Gift Aid form makes a big

difference and takes less than a minute -

www.keynsham.foodbank.org.uk/gift-aid-

form/

The volunteer team at Keynsham Foodbank

thank the local community for their ongoing

generosity and kindness.

How to get help from Keynsham Foodbank:

details of how to receive an eVoucher from one

of the many referral agencies we work with, are

on our website - https://keynsham.

foodbank.org.uk/get-help/how-to-get-help/ -

and Facebook page.

Gwen Edwards

Chair of trustees

Keynsham Foodbank

Is this a record-breaker?
Dear Editor    

My friend Martin Wallis gave me some

Jerusalem Artichoke tubers a few years ago,

and each year the plants grow bigger. 

This year one has reached 11 feet before

flowering. According to information online 9ft

10 is the upper limit. So, is this a record?

Brian Iles

LETTERS
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SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 17th October

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green

(10.30am-4pm) 

Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm) 

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)

Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park 

(9.30am-4.30pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG

(9am-7pm) 

Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH

(10am-4pm)

Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)

Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds

(10am-4pm)

Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway

(11am-5pm)

Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard

How will new junction be

judged?
Dear Editor    

It was with interest I read in The Week In

Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore’s response to

the throughabout being built at Wraxall Road

on the A4174 that “there should be time to

evaluate how effective the scheme is … before

construction begins on the other roundabout

junctions.”

Also from the spokesperson for South

Gloucestershire Council that the Wraxall Road

throughabout “aims to improve traffic flow …

reduce delays … improve air quality.”

So how is the effectiveness of this scheme to

be evaluated? What judgement will be used to

tell whether taxpayers’ money has been well

spent? This question was raised at the meeting

in Warmley Community Centre chaired by Cllr

Steve Reade where it became apparent South

Gloucestershire Council had taken no data on

the air quality or journey times prior to the

work being carried out. 

Kate Gadsden

Warmley

Suggestions to repay the

national debt
Dear Editor    

Now we have the vaccine rolling out, now is

the time to see what we do next.

We will have to pay for this pandemic and here

are my suggestions. Let’s start at the top,

instead of the lower end of the population.

All MPs should take a 20% cut in salary,

expenses to be stopped at £25 per week and

subsidised meals should be halted. All quangos

should be terminated at once.

House of Lords’ payments to be reduced to

£100 per day when signed in and must stay for

at least four hours. No subsidised meals or any

expenses. 

There should be a full inquiry into the contracts

used by this government and the abuse of

taxpayers’ money. 

Money should be reclaimed from the contracts

that are deemed not suitable. This should be the

start of the process of repaying the national

debt. 

Never should the NHS be underfunded ever

again. The short-sighted starvation of funds

almost caused the destruction of the NHS by

Mr Cameron’s government. 

This should be the starting point, to stay in

force for four years.

R Price

St George 

Cossham campaign
Dear Editor    

I would like to support the Cossham Hospital

campaign.

My husband and I lived in the area when we

were first married and with three children

many times used Cossham for minor mishaps.

When my husband had cancer, he was admitted

to the terminal ward – Butler Ward. Staff were

marvellous and he in fact died there. My in-

laws lived in Lodgeside Road and we were

Friends of Cossham for many years. Their

summer fetes were summer holiday highlights

for my three. 

Anything that can be done for Cossham

Hospital to continue serving the area is very

worthwhile. Every good wish to those trying to

get a positive outcome.

Brenda Stone

LETTERS

50th Birthday

Volunteers sprang into

action after learning that

Willsbridge Mill had

flooded during last

Monday’s heavy overnight

rain.

Mike Gray, a director of

Willsbridge Mill

Community Refresh

(WMCR), said: “As I live on

site, I was aware of the

torrential rain during the

night and from experience I

realised there would be a lot

of surface water and debris

coming down the footpaths

and road to the site. 

“I went down to the Mill at

6:30am on Tuesday to see

what if anything had

happened and I could see

that there was a tide mark on

the double entrance doors

some 75mm high. It was

clear that the Mill had been

surrounded by water of that

depth. The problem was

debris had blocked the outlet

to the brook and it had

backed up from there.

“We have a very good team

of volunteers and they

responded and were on site

within an hour and we all

spent the day cleaning up.

The inside of the mill was

quite wet but it wasn’t

horrendous and there was

little damage to stock or

furnishings.

“The heaviest work was

clearing the thick silt, gravel

and debris from around the

mill and in total six barrow

loads were removed.”

WMCR has thanked the

volunteers - Julie Anstey,

Sharon Cox, Adrian Parry

and Andy Moon - who

jumped out of bed and

headed down to help clear

up with just an hour’s notice.

“We are so grateful for all

the help we get, and

remember, next time you are

visiting us, Willsbridge Mill

would be nothing without its

volunteers.”

Volunteers spring into action
after Willsbridge Mill floods

Clearing up after the flood



Nearly 500 people have so far signed a new petition calling

on local health chiefs to provide the promised minor

injury unit at Cossham Hospital in Kingswood.

The Week In started the petition two weeks ago in response

to calls from readers. Among those backing the campaign is

June Bennett, widow of Reg Bennett, who spearheaded the

campaign to get the minor injury unit (MIU).

Mr Bennett was part of the Save Cossham Hospital Group,

which successfully fought the original hospital closure

decision in 2004. The hospital underwent a £19m

refurbishment but when the new facilities opened in 2013

there was no minor injury unit, even though it had been in the

plans. 

With Frenchay Hospital closing, this meant people from the

Kingswood area were now having to travel to Southmead

Hospital or the Bristol Royal Infirmary, to the

MIU at Yate or the South Bristol Urgent Care

Centre to seek help for minor injuries.

Mr Bennett was rarely out of the pages of The

Week In as he led the Reformed Save Cossham

Hospital Group, which had cross-party support.

He collected signatures in all weathers,

spending hours in Kings Chase Shopping

Centre and in Staple Hill, and lobbied health

chiefs.

But instead the local Clinical Commissioning

Group (CCG) came up with the idea of nurses

treating minor injuries in GP surgeries. They

said it would be more cost-effective and convenient and

would fit better with their overall plan for improving urgent

care services. Their decision was backed by the then Health

Secretary Jeremy Hunt. 

The two-year trial, which cost around £500,000 to launch,

eventually began in 2016 but failed to reduce attendances at

A&E departments as hoped. Instead the CCG ploughed

investment into improving urgent care services in South

Gloucestershire, including extending the hours at the MIU at

Yate and at GP surgeries.

Reg Bennett died, aged 85, in 2019. Speaking at her

Kingswood home this week June Bennett told us: “Reg would

be very pleased with this new campaign. That was his main

ambition, to get a minor injury unit at Cossham Hospital. It

was a full-time campaign for him. It did affect him that he

did not achieve it.

“It would be lovely if it could happen now. It is needed. There

are a lot of elderly people in the Kingswood area without

transport.”

There is a petition form on this page that you can return to us

or sign it online – search for Cossham Hospital on the

PetitionOnline.uk website.

Among the latest comments from people signing the petition

are: “I've had to use the MIU at Yate several times but it's not

easy to get there. An MIU at Cossham would greatly serve

the local community.”

Another said: “We need this unit now. The NHS is

overwhelmed… I have used the Yate facility - excellent

service. I can drive at my convenience but …how many

people live in the area that do not have this luxury.”

Crossword ACROSS
2. Affair (7)

7. Gripping tool (4)

8. Citrus fruit (4)

9. Witty saying (7)

10. Stout pole (4)

12. Alcoves (4)

15. Deal out (5)

17. Register (6)

18. Garland (6)

19. Trying experience
(6)

21. Consecutive (6)

22. Surrender (5)

23. Flank (4)

26. Scorch (4)

28. Publicity device (7)

29. Garden pest (4)

30. Irritation (4)

31. Hang (7)

DOWN

1. Tuft (4)

2. Ogle (4)

3. Abroad (6)

4. Grief (6)

5. Lacking in feeling (4)

6. Gambit (4)

10. Grave (7)

11. Acquiesced (7)

13. Greed (7)

14. Learned person (7)

15. Imposing display (5)

16. Attempted (5)

20. Acidity indicator (6)

21. Floodgate (6)

24. Lazy (4)

25. Ova (4)

26. Unexpected slide (4)

27. Curved shape (4)
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Campaigner’s widow joins renewed fight
for minor injury unit at Cossham Hospital

The late Reg Bennett, second from right,
addressing a rally in Kingswood

June Bennett

We call on the Bristol, North Somerset & South Gloucestershire Clinical

Commissioning Group to return to the original undertaking to implement a minor

injury unit at Cossham Hospital.

Name .......................................................................................................................................... 

Address .................................................................................................................................... 

Postcode............................................ Signed .......................................................................

Send your signed form to: Cossham MIU c/o The Week In, 8 Temple Court,

Keynsham, BS31 1HA
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The controversial 5G phone mast

planned for Marksbury has been

refused.

CK Hutchison Networks’ planning

application for a mast next to the

A39 had sparked more than 120

objections and a petition. Several

local residents highlighted that

there had previously been a fatality

on this stretch of road. 

As we reported in Issue 698, Bath

& North East Somerset Council

highway officers, who had initially

raised no objection to the proposed

20-metre high phone mast on the

grass verge, changed their minds

after visiting the site.

And now the plans have been

refused, with the council saying that the proposed mast and

cabinets would harm the look of the village and prejudice

highway safety by obstructing the view to the right when

exiting Winsbury View onto the A39. 

This week local resident Philip Evans said the village was

relieved and thanked The Week In for helping the village

raise the profile of the case.

“Just shows what a community can achieve when we all pull

together,” he said.

• B&NES Council has yet to make a decision on controversial

plans by Vodafone and Telefonica UK.to upgrade the phone

mast at Broadlands Academy in Keynsham to a 5G mast.

Relief as controversial 5G
mast at Marksbury is refused

Cadbury Heath mast

proposal refused again
South Gloucestershire Council has rejected CK

Hutchison Networks’ second request to instal a 5G mast

outside the shops in Cadbury Heath. It would have been

in addition to an existing phone mast nearby in Newton

Road.

The first attempt for an 18-metre high one in School

Road was refused over the summer. Council planners

said the proposed mast would tower over nearby shops,

which have residential properties above them, and harm

the look of the area. 

They also said that the applicant had not submitted

enough information to show that no suitable alternative

site was available.

CK Hutchison Networks had said the latest application

“robustly addresses these concerns by reducing the

height of the monopole from 18m to the minimum of

15m, helping it to blend into the surrounding area”.

However, the council disagreed and said that the

applicant had not submitted enough information to show

that no suitable alternative site was available.

The potential for anti-social behaviour was also flagged

up by community leaders as there are already issues with

young people sitting on top of the cabinets by the

existing mast. 

The mast was being proposed on this
grass verge next to the A39
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Barrs Court Primary School celebrates its 30th birthday

this year with a new headteacher at the helm.

Daniel Webster took up his position in September. The father

of three was previously deputy head at Hannah More Primary

School in Bristol and has also worked in London and

Vietnam.

He said: “Barrs Court is a unique and special place. It has

some of the most dedicated and inspiring staff. They have

made me feel so welcome. They have created a culture in

which children thrive and really enjoy school. My role is to

build on this and ensure that all children leave Barrs Court

as resilient and curious learners – ready for the next phase of

their educational journey.

“Over the next year we will be looking at our curriculum to

make sure it celebrates all members of the community and

gives everyone a sense of belonging. Alongside the

curriculum we are investing in our library so that it is full of

inspiring fiction and non-fiction books to instil a love of

reading across the school.”

Mr Webster said that the school is blessed with amazing

grounds, including a multi-use games area, large playing

field, forest school (including a medieval moat!) and a new

trim trail: “This year we are having our Reception outside

area redeveloped to enhance the already fantastic Early Years

Foundation Stage (EYFS) provision. The new area will be

ready for summer 2022. It’s very

exciting!”

The school offers breakfast and

after-school clubs, so wraparound

care is available from 8am to

5.45pm. There’s a wide range of

after-school clubs, and sport is very

important at Barrs Court, with

pupils encouraged to participate

regardless of abilities.

The school is at the heart of the

community, as the annual Harvest

Festival held last Thursday

highlights. The huge collection of

food brought in by pupils has been

donated to Juice Community

Project to distribute to those in need

locally.

The school is planning 30 events to celebrate its 30th

birthday. The Parents, Teachers & Friends Association

(PTFA) has just relaunched and there has already been a

school disco and quiz night. A race night is coming up and

any businesses interested in sponsorship are invited to

contact the school’s business manager Karen Llewellyn. 

The 30th celebrations will culminate with a bonanza

community event on Saturday 16th July 2022.

If you have a child starting primary school next September,

contact Barrs Court to arrange a tour (see the advert below).

There are also limited spaces across the other year groups;

families are very welcome to get in touch at any time to book

a visit.

The school has a website -

www.barrscourtprimaryschool.co.uk - and you can also

keep up to date at www.facebook.com/barrscourtps/

Advertising feature
A school at the heart of the community 

Mr Webster and some members of the school council
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The shortage of bus drivers is now

affecting the local economy, says a leading

transport campaigner.

As we reported last week, Stagecoach West

has been forced to cancel and reduce services

recently because of the national driver

shortage and COVID-19.

Routes affected include the 462 (Emersons

Green – Bristol City Centre), the 86

(Kingswood -Yate), 12 (Bristol Parkway –

Severn Beach) and 3X (Bristol – Aztec

West).

Bus company First West of England has also

had to cancel some services, blaming

“operational issues”.

David Redgewell, public transport

campaigner and the equalities representative

on Bristol One City’s transport board, said:

“Passengers need buses to turn up as an

essential part of our public transport network

for journeys to school, college and

universities, for work, hospitals, shopping,

journeys and of course leisure travel in tourist

areas of the West of England.

“This shortage of bus drivers is now affecting

the economy of the West of England in the

cities of Bristol and Bath and our rural

communities.”

And West of England Metro Mayor Dan

Norris said: “A lack of strategic planning

over the last decade means we are now in

crisis. The transport industry has been issuing

dire warnings about the

driver shortage for many a

year. But we are where we

are and it is clear that there is

a shortage of drivers across

the economy.

“The latest issue we are

seeing is bus drivers being

‘poached’ to become HGV

drivers, and the ongoing

pandemic and Brexit issues

continue to impact many

businesses. The positive here

is there is a strong demand

for jobs. But it is clear we

need urgent action from

government, not sticking

plasters.”

He continued: “I am working

hard to secure additional

funding for bus services but until the driver

shortage is addressed adequately, no amount

of funding can guarantee local bus services

will continue running.”

Driver shortage ‘damaging
region’s economy’

David Redgewell

A developer is seeking permission in to

build up to nine flats on land off

Grimsbury Road in Kingswood.

Horizon Construction Bristol Ltd has

lodged the application with South

Gloucestershire Council for land to the

rear of numbers 58 to 68.

The vacant plot already has planning

consent for three detached houses granted

in 2017, and a material start has taken

place. The new planning reference is

P21/06488/PIP.

Plans for 9 flats

Three people from Kingswood have been

charged following a spate of burglaries in

Willsbridge.

They are among several arrests made

across the Avon & Somerset Police force

area recently, led by the Operation

Remedy team, relating to burglary, theft,

fraud, and the illegal supply of drugs,

resulting in the recovery of thousands of

pounds worth of stolen property.

A 33-year-old man and two women aged

27 and 34 from Kingswood were arrested

on Friday 17th September following a

number of burglaries in Willsbridge.

Additional offences were identified by

police and between them the trio have

been charged with six dwelling burglaries,

one attempted dwelling burglary, three

thefts of vehicles and 11 fraud offences. 

They are all due in court on Monday 18th

October.

Other results for Operation Remedy

included an 18-year-old man and a 17-

year-old arrested on Thursday 16th

September following a number of

burglaries in Stockwood. Both have been

released under investigation with bail

conditions imposed on the 17-year-old.

On Saturday 18th September a 33-year-

old man was arrested in Fishponds after

he was found with stolen bikes to the

value of £10,000. He was released under

investigation.

And a man was arrested after a burglary

in Fishponds on Sunday 19th September.

The arrest was made after a forensic

investigation and officers recovered a

quantity of stolen property.

There have also been arrests in Clevedon

and Bedminster.

Multiple arrests, drugs seized
and stolen goods recovered
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Avon & Somerset Police have introduced

a new officer verification process for

members of the public who would like to

confirm the identity of any officer in the

force that they come into contact with.

The announcement last week came after

Deputy Chief Constable Nikki Watson said

that she was “dismayed and outraged” at the

damage caused to the public’s trust in police

officers following the murder of Sarah

Everard by a serving Met officer.

In a statement the police said: “We fully

recognise the onus is on us as a police service

to reassure people who have concerns about

lone officers and the reason for their

interaction with them.

“As such, all our officers will provide their

name and collar number to anyone who asks

and will call the control room on their police

radio asking an operator to confirm their

identity and location, putting their radio on

loudspeaker so the member of the public can

hear the response. As well as verbally

confirming the officer’s identity, the control

room operator will also send a reference

number to the officer’s radio which the

member of the public can visually check.

“All officers are equipped with body-worn

video cameras and they will also make clear

to people it is switched on and recording.

Officers are unable to edit or wipe footage

from these body-worn cameras.

“Of course, if the member of the public

prefers, they can also call the control room

themselves on 101, or 999 if they feel in

danger. The same verification process will be

then be followed, with a reference number

being provided to the caller and sent to the

officer’s radio.”

New police officer verification process introduced

Year 1 and 2 pupils at The Meadows Primary School in Bitton

had a visit from firefighters last week. 

A school spokesperson said: “The children had a brilliant

time seeing inside and outside of a fire engine and learning

lots about fire safety and when to ‘stop, drop and roll’. Their

favourite part of the session was definitely getting to squirt

the hose! At The Meadows, we encourage curiosity and big

dreams. The children loved finding out about the role of the

fire service and how they could become a member of the fire

brigade when they are older. We are really thankful to Avon

Fire & Rescue for spending the morning with us.”

Lesson in fire safety for pupils
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Work is under way to clear two major sites in Hanham

and Warmley where hundreds of new homes are planned.

Government agency Homes England is supporting the

redevelopment of both the former Grange School & Sports

College in Warmley and the old Kleeneze site in Hanham.

The old factory site at Anstey’s Road, just off Hanham High

Street, has been derelict for almost 20 years. Tesco bought it

in 2003 and finally got planning permission in 2012 for a

superstore but it was never built. 

At the end of 2016, the retailer put the site up for sale. In

2018 Homes England announced that it would be working

with South Gloucestershire Council to bring forward housing

on the site, with part of it retained for employment use.

Homes England finally bought the site in early 2020.

One of the reasons that progress stalled for so long is

understood to be because of the significant financial

investment needed to stabilise the site with its history of

quarry and mine workings. Homes England is able to take

on difficult sites, removing a lot of risk for developers. 

In June of this year Homes

England went public with its

vision for the site, including up to

204 homes and new commercial

uses to support Hanham High

Street.

A planning application is expected

to be lodged later this year and

once outline planning permission

has been secured, Homes England

will appoint a commercial

development partner.

Over the course of the summer

contractors have been busy

clearing the overgrown site of

vegetation and preparing for the

grouting and demolition works to

be safely undertaken. The

demolition of the buildings is now under way. It is expected

that it will take until spring

2022 for the on-site works to be

fully completed. 

As part of the redevelopment of

the area, South Gloucestershire

Council has approved a new

service yard access for

neighbouring business Sealtech

through New Walk, rather than

via Laburnum Road as at

present. Homes England says

construction works for the new

access is expected to begin later

this autumn. 

Meanwhile demolition work

has got under way on the old Grange School & Sports

College site in Warmley which closed five years ago because

of dwindling numbers and the poor state of its buildings.

There are plans to turn the site into a new community with

200 homes, 70 of them ‘affordable’ and 10 self-build, along

with a new primary school, green space and sports facilities. 

In Issue 697 we reported that the government had stepped in

to save the regeneration by providing more than £2m for a

new access over Warmley Brook. 

Originally it had been anticipated that the existing bridge

could be remodelled, but survey work revealed that the

current bridge is not structurally capable.

South Gloucestershire Council has a joint venture partnership

with Aequus, which is the property company of neighbouring

Bath & North East Somerset Council, to provide homes at

the site. A planning application is awaited.

Demolition work under way at two key
sites, paving the way for new homes

People in Staple Hill met with Metro Mayor Dan Norris last

Wednesday as he heard the views of traders looking to boost

business after the impact of the pandemic.

He was invited by Cllr Ian Boulton, who chairs the Staple

Hill Partnership, to hear thoughts about how more

people can be encouraged to use the local facilities. Mr

Norris talked with shoppers to hear first-hand what they

think could be done to attract more people to the High

Street.

Mr Norris said: “Staple Hill High Street boasts plenty of

great shops selling all sorts: from greengrocers to greeting

cards; from fresh meat to pharmacy. There are lots of places

serving tasty food, drinks and snacks too.

“Those involved in running these facilities have imaginative

ideas about how to encourage more local people to use the

fantastic High Street.

“Lots of local small businesses have taken advantage of

funding support from the West of England Combined

Authority that I lead. It was good to hear first-hand how

Staple Hill traders think this can be improved, expanded and

shaped to better meet local need. Our conversations also

included buses, face masks and business rates.

“As we become more confident about going out after the

effects of the pandemic, the more we use facilities on our

doorstep the more the community will benefit. And as we

all work together to reach our ambitious net zero carbon

target, how much better those short journeys can be for our

planet.”

Metro Mayor meets shoppers and traders in Staple Hill

From left, Tina Lewis, owner of Beauty Spot,
and Jill Barnes, owner of Staple Hill Stores,
talk with Dan Norris

Demolition work at the old school in Warmley

Clearing the old Kleeneze site
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Plans to redevelop the former Hilltop

Service Station in Kingswood High

Street has been withdrawn after being

criticised as a “gross overdevelopment”.

Tradex Developments Ltd applied to

South Gloucestershire Council to clear the

site and put up a mixed use building

containing two ground-floor commercial

units and nine two-bed apartments on

three floors above. 

Each apartment would have an external

terrace and there would be a communal

rooftop terrace.

A new access off Poplar Terrace and 13 car

parking spaces plus weather-tight cycle

storage were proposed.

But concerns were raised by local

residents about the impact on traffic and

parking as well as overlooking.

One commented: “Is this the way we

should expect the ‘regeneration' of

Kingswood - 'Love our High Street' - by

encouraging the private property

developers’ market to strike again with

another combination of commercial and

residential dwellings - bordering a long

established community of family life?”

Concern about the creation of a “dark

corridor” on the eastern entrance to Bristol

was also raised: “Another tall building will

reduce the open feel of the street.”

The council’s conservation officer was

critical of the scheme and the impact on

the neighbouring locally listed former shoe

factory which now houses a Sainsbury’s

Local. 

And planning officers said what was being

proposed was “a gross overdevelopment

of the site, which will result in significant

harm to the residential amenity of

neighbouring occupiers (to the rear) in

terms of overbearing impact and loss of

privacy from overlooking.”

The developers have now withdrawn the

scheme and it is understood they have

gone back to the drawing board.

Developers withdraw controversial
redevelopment scheme 

An impression of the proposed development 
Credit: Wotton Donoghue Architects



Charity, voluntary or community

organisations in Bath & North East

Somerset are now able to apply for grants

from the council’s £25,000 Community

Contribution Fund – thanks to the

generosity of residents.

The fund, which was set up as a pilot earlier

this year to help reduce inequalities in the

district, has so far received donations

totalling £25,094.55 from residents.

Organisations that support residents of

B&NES can apply for grants of between

£500 and £2,000.

All grant applications will be assessed by a

panel of elected councillors who will be

looking for local projects that improve

people’s lives, focusing on those who are

most disadvantaged. Priority will be given to

projects that cover the whole B&NES area.

Richard Samuel, the council’s deputy leader

and Cabinet member for Economic

Development & Resources, said: “Many

organisations across B&NES have provided

vital support during the COVID-19 pandemic

while facing a new or increased demand in

services.

“At the same time their traditional means of

fundraising have been severely curtailed.

Receiving a grant from the Community

Contribution Fund could help support those

organisations to continue to deliver their vital

projects and services and reduce

inequalities.”

Organisations can apply by completing the

online application form - http://new-banes-

website-dev/form/community-contribution-

fund-2021 

The deadline for applications is 30th

November and funding will be allocated by

31st March.

The fund aims to invest in local projects that

address inequalities and help people who are

disadvantaged by financial circumstances,

locality, education, health and well-being, or

by protected characteristics such as age,

disability, etc.

The B&NES Community Contribution Fund

is administered by the council, but will not

be used to supplement council services.

Every penny contributed will be used to fund

local projects.

After the one-year pilot, the council will

consult with residents and organisations on

whether the scheme should continue.
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Community Contribution Fund
is open for grant applications

The Kingswood & Hanham branch of the Royal British Legion will be holding a

Remembrance parade and wreath-laying ceremony on Sunday 14th November. 

The parade will assemble in Cecil Road Car Park at 2.15pm and will march off at

2.30pm to Holy Trinity Church for the wreath-laying, followed by a Remembrance

service in the church.

Remembrance Sunday
parade in Kingswood

Girlguiding Avon Valley South Division

was delighted to welcome the County

Commissioner to the inaugural ‘Thanks

and Recognition’ event held on Sunday

3rd October in Keynsham. 

The division encompasses 18 units across

Keynsham and Saltford, from Rainbows

to Rangers, taking girls from the age of

five to 18. 

Awards and certificates were presented to

acknowledge the hard work, time and

commitment given by volunteers to

ensure girls have a safe and fun

environment to try new experiences and

challenges. 

Accolades given out included Long

Service Awards, the Country Brooch and

County Awards and the organisers said it

was lovely to be able to meet in person to

recognise everyone’s achievements. All

attendees were also presented with a

‘thank you’ flower, created and decorated

by a local Brownie unit.  The afternoon

rounded off with tea and cakes supplied

by the Keynsham Ammonites Trefoil

Guild. The division looks forward to

marking the volunteers’ achievements

again next year. If you are interested in

finding out more information about

volunteering within Avon Valley South,

contact wansdykedivisiongrowingguiding

@yahoo.co.uk

Awards ceremony
recognises volunteers’
commitment to Girlguiding 
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The regular community forums held

across South Gloucestershire to give

people the chance to find out what is

happening and to raise any local issues

will continue to be held remotely.

Community Engagement Forums (CEFs) are

a chance for residents to hear from and talk

to the local police beat team, Avon Fire &

Rescue Service and councillors. Since the

pandemic there have also been public health

updates.

The meetings were cancelled when the

pandemic started and restarted on a digital

platform in September 2020. This means

people without internet access are unable to

participate.

At last week’s Downend,

Emersons Green &

Frenchay CEF the chair

Elizabeth Shepherd read out

a message from Robert

Walsh, South

Gloucestershire Council’s

head of Safe Strong

Communities. 

He said: “The move to hold

virtual CEF meetings as a

result of the pandemic

provided us with a great

opportunity to explore

different and more

innovative ways of working with our

communities. As part of this process, we

agreed the council would undertake a review

of this new way of delivering our CEFs later

in the year, the findings of which will be

used to help shape the way in which we

deliver them in the future, once we have fully

emerged from the impact of the pandemic. 

“Our ambition has been to make CEFs

accessible to all members of our community

with the particular emphasis on making them

more inclusive and diverse. At the present

time CEFs will continue to be held virtually

while we continue to emerge from the

pandemic and some of the challenges this

presents in terms of having face to face

contact.”

• The Bitton, Oldland, North Common &

Siston CEF virtual meeting takes place next

Wednesday (20th October) at 7pm.

Email CommunityEngagement@southglos.

gov.uk for the link to the meeting or call

01454 868113 if you wish an issue to be

raised but do not have internet access.

South Glos community meetings
to remain remote for now

White lines have been laid around a

junction in Emersons Green to discourage

the vans that were causing a safety hazard

by parking there. At a previous meeting

of the Downend, Emersons Green &

Frenchay Community Engagement

Forum, a local resident highlighted the

problem of white vans parking at the

junction of Tunbridge Way and Cousins

Way every day, explaining how dangerous

it is as drivers can’t see to get around the

corner. At last Tuesday’s forum meeting,

local councillor Colin Hunt said that after

a lot of pressure the South Gloucestershire

Council had agreed to lay the white lines

which were proving effective.

Metro Mayor Dan Norris was helping

Bitton-based Avon Valley Railway launch

its upcoming season of Santa Special train

rides today (Wednesday).

Volunteers at the charity were due to

explain to Mr Norris how they’re getting

back on track after the pandemic’s impact. 

Mr Norris said: “Avon Valley Railways is

a Bitton gem, a popular family day out

that’s loved by people of all ages who

come from across the West of England for

the thrill of a weekend steam train ride.

“Closure of the passenger service,

followed by reduced capacity when it

reopened, meant a loss of income in

common with so many West of England

organisations. Enthusiastic volunteers

have given Avon Valley Railway a

platform for recovery.”

The festive train rides will begin next

month and run all the way through to

Christmas Eve.

New lines to stop
vans blocking views

Metro Mayor in the festive spirit

Situations Vacant
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Garden Services

Garden Services

Aerials

AerialsAccountancy

Services

Appliances

Blinds

Home

Maintenance

THE WEEK IN
adverts call 

0117 986 0381

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 

0117 986 0381

Carpet Cleaning

Service Directory

Chimney SweepsBoiler Service

Car Repairs

Computers
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Service Directory

Book a series

of adverts

and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4 per

centimetre (min 5cm)

The more weeks you book

the cheaper each insertion

becomes

1 week = £21

2 weeks = £18.90

4 weeks = £17.85

6 weeks = £16.80

8 weeks = £15.75

12 weeks = £14.70

26 weeks = £13.65

52 weeks = £12.60
All prices per week exc VAT

You don't have to book

successive weeks. You can

choose fortnightly, monthly or

specific insertion dates as

long as the total number of

insertions booked

corresponds to the discount

rate.

Similar percentage discounts
apply equally to larger sized

adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting

at 2 weeks

Home

Maintenance

Plumbing

Plumbing

Book a series

of adverts

and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4.20 per

centimetre (min 5cm)

The more weeks you

book the cheaper

each insertion

becomes

1 week - £21

2 weeks - £18.90

4 wk - £17.85

6 wk - £16.80

8 wk - £15.75

12 wk - £14.70

26 wk - £13.65

52 wk - £12.60

All prices per week

exc VAT

You don't have to book

successive weeks. 

You can choose

fortnightly, monthly 

or specific insertion

dates as long as the

total number of

insertions booked

corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting

at 2 weeks

Tree Services

Tree Services

Rubbish 
Clearance

Cheap and fast
We load and clear any 

household, garden, garage 
and shed clearance

Free estimates
Fully licensed
85% recycled

Call 0117 9373009
at anytime to book

Roofing

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Telephone

Engineers

Waste Disposal

THE WEEK IN
adverts call 

0117 986 0381

Locksmiths

Painting

& Decorating

Venue Hire

OLDLAND
Village Club

Bar & Social Club
Private function room with bar 
and stage. Kitchen available. 

Up to 120 guests for parties, 
receptions, children's parties, 

presentations or wakes. 
Parking. 

Ring Pam on 

0117 9077432 
for further details

www.oldlandvillageclub.co.uk

Sewing Lessons

Home Help

Oven Cleaning
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