
The government has stumped up just over £2m to enable

the derelict Grange School & Sports College site in

Warmley to be redeveloped.

The funding will be spent on a new access into the site via a

bridge over Warmley Brook. 

Local MP Chris Skidmore lobbied the government on behalf

of South Gloucestershire Council for the funds, telling the

Secretary of State for Housing, Communities & Local

Government: “Without this access the site cannot be

developed. 

“Originally it was anticipated that the existing bridge could

be remodelled, but survey work has determined that the

current bridge is not structurally capable.”

The Grange closed five years ago because of dwindling

numbers and the poor state of its buildings which would have

needed an estimated £13m spent on them. Demolition work

is finally due to get under way next month.

There are plans to turn the site into a new community with

200 homes (70 affordable and 10 self-build), a primary

school, green space and sports facilities. In February last year

Homes England awarded the council £4.6m of Accelerated

Construction funding to redevelop the land.

The council’s latest application was made to the One Public

Estate for Brownfield Land Release Funding and Self Build

Funding. This week Mr Skidmore said: "I am delighted that

government ministers have now announced this £2m for

brownfield regeneration locally and I was pleased to be able

to lobby for it on behalf of the community. 

“The former Grange School buildings have become a real

eyesore in the community and we need to get on and provide

new uses on the site to benefit local people. This includes

new sports facilities, good quality green space, as well as a

new school and affordable and energy efficient homes for

local people.

“I was very clear in my representations to government

ministers that we needed the full amount of funding to be

supported and this means we can now get on and allow this

site to contribute to our community's future, just as it

contributed to its past.”

Demolition
A sign on the main gate of the former school says that South

Gloucestershire Council’s property services will start

demolishing the old school buildings on 11th October. Four

of the teaching blocks were gutted in an arson attack in May. 

Continued on page 2
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Continued from page 1

The Grange, which closed in 2016, had been a hub for

local clubs, groups and organisations, offering indoor

sporting facilities as well as six outdoor netball courts,

a floodlit Astro-pitch and grass football pitches. They

were given notice to quit the year after the school

closed, with the council saying at the time that the

demolition phase would start as soon as possible after

July 2017. 

The Rocking Horse Day Nursery had also been based

on the site and had to relocate in 2017 to a new home

in Kingswood.

The council now has a joint venture partnership with

Aequus, the development company owned by Bath &

North East Somerset Council, with a view to providing

housing on several sites in South Gloucestershire,

including the Grange. 

The wider campus at Tower Road North also includes

Warmley Park School for children with special

educational needs, and Digitech Studio School, which

will remain.

Official opening of new independent Warmley

school, page 12

Government steps in to save

regeneration of former

school site in Warmley Ongoing issues caused by a broken sluice gate at

Warmley Forest Park are now being taken to the Chair

of the Environment Agency.

Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore is seeking a meeting with

Emma Howard Boyd after being contacted by several

constituents over the broken sluice, which has caused the

attenuation pond to stagnate and raised concerns for wildlife. 

We first highlighted the problem in November 2019 (Issue

602) when local councillor Steve Reade said he was

“disgusted” by the inactivity of the Environment Agency

(EA) who had been aware of the issues for many months. 

At the time the EA told us that responsibility for the sluice

gate had been passed to South Gloucestershire Council. But

Cllr Reade responded with a letter to The Week In, reiterating

that repair work was the responsibility of the EA and that

only once the gate had been repaired and the EA’s padlocks

removed, that the council would accept a transfer of

ownership and responsibility for future maintenance.

Ian Adams, a local resident and a former South

Gloucestershire councillor, has been lobbying the EA to take

action. Last month they told him they were working closely

with the council to resolve the issues and had recently

received a quote for the works to repair the sluice. 

They also said that the sluice gate presents very little flood

risk so has not been a high priority.

Last Friday Mr Skidmore met residents Ian Adams and local

resident Maureen Jackson at the park, along with the Chair

of Siston Parish Council, Cllr Andrew Stacey. They showed

him the stagnant pond and voiced their deep concerns over

the effect it is having on local people who use the park as a

popular spot for leisure and exercise, along with the potential

detrimental effect on pond life.

Mr Skidmore said: “I was saddened to see first hand the

condition of the pond. I’m well-aware that this spot would

usually be a haven for wildlife and a pleasant place for

residents to spend their leisure time. 

“I have written to the Chair of the Environment Agency to

arrange to meet with her so that we can talk about these

issues and discuss a way forward.”

MP seeks meeting with Environment
Agency boss over state of pond

From left, Ian Adams, Chris Skidmore, Andrew Stacey
& Maureen Jackson by the pond



The campaign group Protect Our Keynsham

Environment (POKE) are appealing for more financial

support to oppose plans for an industrial-sized power

plant on the outskirts of the town.

At Saturday’s eco festival in Keynsham POKE’s

spokesperson Kerry Morgan dressed as a life-size green

washing machine to highlight why POKE believe the waste-

to-power proposals are a case of “greenwashing” – in other

words not as green as the developer claims.

Bath & North East Somerset Council is due to make a

decision soon on the planning application for the old Queen

Charlton quarry site in Charlton Field Lane and POKE are

employing professional help as they try to persuade B&NES

that the power plant is an ill-conceived development in the

Green Belt that instead of being environmentally friendly

will damage Keynsham and the wider area.

The previous unfinished anaerobic digester (AD) plant at the

site closed in October 2017 when administrators were

appointed. Resourceful Earth Anaerobic Ltd (REAL) now

wants to increase capacity from the previously approved

25,000 tonnes of organic material per annum at the site to

92,000 tonnes. The AD facility would produce gas and

electricity for local grid networks and the company proposes

to restore ecology in the old quarry.

We have previously reported on

concerns raised by local councillors, the

countryside charity CPRE and B&NES

Council’s own highways team over the

traffic impact.

Kerry Morgan said: “We need to say

‘no’ to this proposed industrial power

plant pretending to be green which we

believe will not reduce our carbon

footprint at a time of climate emergency.

We also need to say ‘no’ to more air,

noise and traffic pollution and prevent

road gridlock. With this massive power

plant being just upwind of Keynsham,

we also need to say ‘no’ to the stink that

will force us to live indoors.”

She said: “With just weeks to go, further

funds are needed by POKE to finance the professional help

necessary to defeat this hugely damaging industrial-sized

power plant that will impact on every Keynsham area home. 

“People in and around Keynsham have already given POKE

tremendous support. I ask them to please dig into their

pockets once again during these final stages of this important

fight to protect our community and local environment.”

Find out more about POKE’s campaign at

https://protectourkeynshamenvironment.wordpress.com/

For more on the eco-festival, see page 4 
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Stepping up the fight against
‘greenwashing’ of power plant plans

Kerry Morgan dressed as a green washing machine at the eco festival



People could find out

more about all things

green and sustainable at

the Keynsham & Saltford

Community Eco Festival

at the weekend.

The event was hosted in

Keynsham by Churches

Together Keynsham &

Saltford and began on

Friday at The Space with an

evening of talks and debate

about what people can do

as individuals and in the

community to make a

difference to climate

change. On Saturday local

organisations set out stalls

in Market Walk and The

Space with information

including recycling, tree

planting, renewable energy,

electric cars and bikes,

nature conservation and

sustainably produced

goods. 

Among the many groups

taking part were Keynsham

Wombles, Christian

Climate Action, Extinction

Rebellion (XR),

Greenpeace Bath,

Keynsham Community

Fridge, Saltford Fairtrade

Group, B&NES Council’s

parks department and

Geneco.

There were also exhibitions

both at the Baptist Church

and Victoria Methodist

Church as well as nature-

based activities in

Memorial Park and at St

Francis Church in Warwick

Road. 

Vicki Youden, from

Extinction Rebellion

Keynsham, said people are

welcome to attend the

Baptist Church tonight

(Wednesday) at 6.30pm,

whether they are already a

member or interested in

finding out more about the

organisation. There will be

free vegan food.

She said that XR

Keynsham currently has

between 15 and 20 active

members and a total

membership of about 200.

4                                                                                                                                                                                                                   The Week in • Wednesday 22nd September 2021

Barrs Court, Bitton, Brislington,
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Spotlight on sustainable living at town’s eco event

From left, Frances Eggbeer, Paul Cini, Kath
McCarthy & Stella Hurley at the Saltford Fairtrade
stand in The Space

Vicki Youden, from Extinction Rebellion Keynsham &
Dave Mitchell, from the Bristol branch of Christian
Climate Action which is part of the XR movement
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Following on from Keynsham’s recent music and eco

festivals, the community is now preparing to celebrate

all that’s kind about the town.

Keynsham Kindness Festival will run over five days, from

Tuesday 28th September to Saturday 2nd October and will

acknowledge acts of kindness big and small in Keynsham

through a series of events. 

The festival is being funded by Keynsham Action Network

and the organiser is Stefan Edwards, who many will

remember used to run Temple Street Canteen.

He said: “This festival brings together some of the many

groups within the community who share their skills and

thoughtfulness with others. 

“From the generous exchange of seeds, workshops sharing

communication or painting skills, to opportunities to walk

and observe the beautiful

place we live in, the

festival has many

opportunities to cele-

brate acts of kindness. 

“We’ve got some very

special musicians play-

ing in St John’s Church,

and music around a campfire in the beautiful Sanctuary

Garden on Dapps Hill, as well as spoken word and

storytelling, or the opportunity to play the ukulele. We

have events for children to play with toys, to try maths

club, and for families to learn more about the FOOD

Club.”

To discover more visit www.keynshamkindnessfestival.

co.uk/ or the Facebook page - @KeynshamKindness

Festival

Most of the 16 scheduled events are free, some require

tickets, a small number have a fee and all are available to

reserve and book.

Keynsham’s kindness being celebrated
in upcoming festival

The Retreat memory café in Soundwell is reopening on

Monday (27th September) and will then be held fortnightly

on the second and fourth Mondays of the month. 

The café, run by Southern Brooks Community

Partnerships, has been closed for 18 months because of the

pandemic and the organisers say they cannot wait to

welcome back members, old and new. The café takes place

from 10.15am to 12.15pm at St Stephen’s Church Hall in

Church Road and is ideal for anyone with dementia and

their loved ones to attend for social chat and peer support. 

Coffee and cakes are available and there is also the

opportunity to try arts and crafts as well as some gentle fun

sporting activities. To find out more contact Winsome on

01454 868570 or email dementia@southernbrooks.org.uk 

Memory café returns 

Stefan Edwards
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The increasing amount of heavy traffic

travelling through Saltford has been

flagged up as an issue of concern by the

parish council in its response to the

regional survey on the Bristol to Bath

Corridor project.

Saltford Parish Council (SPC) highlights the

limited traffic capacity of the A4 from the

Globe roundabout to Saltford and then

through Saltford to the Broadmead

roundabout at Keynsham.

“This single carriageway section of the A4

reaches capacity during rush hour. We

consider that the congestion along this

section of the A4 will also worsen as a result

of the large number of commercial and

housing developments completed and

planned.”

The council says this section of the A4 is

narrow and has not been effectively widened

for decades: “Congestion on this section of

road represents a serious nuisance to

residents of air and noise pollution, and also

highway safety issues in respect of

congestion.”

SPC also says that this section of the A4

appears to have become noticeably more

congested over recent months: “Of particular

concern in respect of pollution and

congestion is the apparent increasing number

of HGVs travelling through Saltford.

Investigation needs to be undertaken by

B&NES Council to confirm if these HGVs

are now rerouting through Saltford to avoid

the charges introduced for the Clean Air Zone

in Bath.”

It adds: “Given the existing restriction of

capacity and road size of the A4 through

Saltford no plan to improve mass transit

along this strategic important transport

corridor should be considered without

effective strategic plans to remove some of

the traffic volume from the A4 by using

alternative existing transport corridors

between the two cities.”

SPC flags up the significance of bringing

back a railway station in Saltford and says the

Bristol & Bath Railway Path has the width

for possible additional development as

originally the railway line had two tracks.

The council considers that the metrobus

service must provide an affordable, reliable,

regular, quick and green service with

sufficient passenger capacity and space so

that journeys are not overcrowded, adding:

“The service should also resolve any zone or

fare levels anomalies.” It says the village has

been placed in the outer zones of both cities,

meaning that residents are charged on a

higher fare banding which ever direction they

travel.

The survey is part of the Bristol to Bath

Corridor project, led by the West of

England Combined Authority in partnership

with B&NES Council and Bristol City

Council.

Saltford’s worsening traffic problems
flagged up in survey response

South Gloucestershire Green Party’s

petition against proposed changes to five

roundabouts on the A4714 Ring Road has

so far been signed by more than 1,300

people.

The Greens plan to present the petition to

South Gloucestershire Council in advance

of the next full meeting on 13th October.

The council is currently working its way

through the 800 responses it received

during the 12-week public consultation.

The ‘Scrap the A4174 Ring Road Rejig’

petition is on the Action Network website.

South Gloucestershire Green Party is

calling on the council to find ways of

reducing congestion that reflect the need

to reduce traffic. They say buses, cyclists

and pedestrians are neglected and that the

plans do nothing to tackle the climate

emergency.

More than 1,300 sign petition
against Ring Road plans

In last week’s edition we featured

concerns raised at a public meeting about

staff at Longwell Green Active Lifestyle

Centre not reporting incidents of anti-

social behaviour involving teenagers.

In response a spokesperson for Circadian

Trust, which runs the centre, has told us:

“We take any anti-social behaviour issues

very seriously and work closely with local

police and Aspects Leisure Park to

monitor the safety of our customers both

inside and outside our building.  

“Our reporting systems are robust, but we

will be discussing where any

improvements can be made with our local

police liaison officer.” 

Leisure centre operator
responds to criticism

Following our story last week

about complaints from residents

living in Keynsham’s award-

winning Riverside View

development, Aequus

Construction Ltd, which

redeveloped B&NES Council’s

former offices into apartments, has

responded to our request for a

statement.

We have been told by residents of

ongoing issues not being attended to or

repaired, including very high electricity

bills, leaking windows, banging and

slamming doors, continual problems with

the lifts and cracked glazing.

In the statement Aequus Construction Ltd,

which is council owned, said: “We operate

a robust system to record and remedy

defects reported by residents. These are

passed directly to our contractor for

resolution. Whilst there were some delays

earlier this year due to COVID

restrictions, problems are now dealt with

promptly.

“However, repairs to a small number of

windows and patio doors have been

delayed due to overseas material supplier

issues. We are working with our contractor

to resolve these issues and expect the

defects to be repaired in the next few

weeks.

“We continue to urge residents of

Riverside View to log any appropriate

issues on the ‘Clixifix’ system as set out

in their homeowners’ manual so we can

ensure they are addressed.”

Aequus responds to complaints

about Riverside View

Riverside View



1st Keynsham Scouts will be opening the doors of their

HQ behind Ashton Way car park on Saturday 2nd

October to celebrate a new book that has been written

about them by a former member.

Everyone is welcome to go along between 10am and 3pm to

meet Allen Warren who has penned ‘Keynsham and its

Scouts 1909–1975’. 

Other Scouts past and present will be attending and archive

materials that are usually stored away will be on display,

including uniforms, badges, certificates and newspaper

clippings. There will also be a display from current Scouts.

Proceeds from the book will go towards the Scout group,

which is one of the biggest in the country.

Allen Warren was born in 1945 and moved to Keynsham in

1955, joining the Scout group a year later. Later he became a

troop leader and was the first Venture Scout leader in 1968. 

Educated at Bristol Grammar School and New College,

Oxford, he was Provost of Vanbrugh College at the

University of York from 1984 to 2008 and head of history at

the university from 1996 to 2003.

He was awarded the MBE for services to higher education in

2010. In Scouting he was County Commissioner for North

Yorkshire and served on the National Committee from 1982

to 1995. 

He was awarded the highest Scouting leader award - the

Silver Wolf - in 1988. He has never forgotten Keynsham and

puts its all down to joining the Scouts in 1956.

• If any readers have any memorabilia, such as photos,

neckers and badges that could be borrowed for the exhibition,

they are encouraged to bring them along or email

History@1stkeynshamscouts.org.uk

New book highlights history
of Keynsham Scouts 
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Now would be a good time to have a sort through your

attic or shed to see if you are hiding a potentially

valuable piece of treasure.

Hanham-based East Bristol Auctions is holding another

of its popular free valuation days on Saturday (25th

September) where experts will be able to give you

their opinion on items you may simply have thought

of as old mementos you hadn’t the heart to throw

away.

The auction house has quite an impressive record of

turning unusual items into cash windfalls. Items

uncovered at valuation days have gone on to make large

sums at auction from a 1930s Dunhill Namiki fountain

pen that sold for £8,000 to an Omega Seamaster watch

that fetched £10,000. 

Local actor Dave Prowse’s original script from one of

the Star Wars films he featured in sold last year for

£23,000 while the most spectacular and unusual item

was undoubtedly a pair of Gandhi’s spectacles. They

sold for £260,000.

So if you want to know whether your family heirloom

might be worth more than you had imagined, head to

Hanham Community Centre this Saturday, any time

from 9.20am to 2pm.

What treasures
are in your attic?



Regular readers will remember stories in The Week In of

then Secretary of State for Transport Chris Grayling and

the previous Metro Mayor Tim Bowles hailing a new

generation of electric trains that would transform travel

between Bristol and London Paddington.

We were told about increased capacity, better reliability, not

to mention that the new Hitachi Inter City Electric trains were

quicker, quieter and of course, cleaner. 

Well, it turns out they are not. That’s because they are not

fully electric – or more to the point, the line to London isn’t.

Trains heading from London switch from electric to diesel

power just west of Swindon because that’s where the money

for overhead cables ran out.

And guess what? The diesel engines fitted to the Hitachi

trains to make them ‘bi-mode’ spew out levels of nitrogen

dioxide which may not exceed legal limits but are potentially

harmful to the passengers travelling on them. 

According to a recent study carried out by the Rail Safety

and Standards Board (RSSB) the level of pollution on some

of the new trains is 13 times higher than on London’s

Marylebone Road. The pollution risk is at its highest when

the trains pass through tunnels or idle at stations, and for

some reason the risk is greatest to passengers seated towards

the rear.

The Department for Transport is said to be concerned by the

findings of the RSSB and has commissioned a review of air

quality standards. Great Western Railways which operates

the trains has said it is working with Hitachi to help find a

solution. In a comment to The Guardian last week in

response to the news, the company said that this was why the

government’s ambition to electrify the network and reduce

the number of diesel operated trains was so important.

If the phrase “government’s ambition to electrify the

network” sounds familiar, it is. It’s the phrase used by then

minister Chris Grayling during one of his visits to Bristol in

2016. 

The Week In had the chance to interview him not long after

the government had announced a “deferral” of the rail

electrification programme due to cost overruns. Our first

question was whether the line would

ever be fully electrified as far as

Bristol Temple Meads. The

minister’s response seemed to

suggest that with more trains and

better services, did it really matter?

Our second question was a repeat of

our first question which duly

received the “government’s

ambition” response.

Why it mattered at the time was

because despite the “deferral”

announcement much of the work to

prepare the line for electrification

had either been completed or the

necessary line closures to complete it were already

announced. This included lowering the track bed in

Keynsham and along the complete length of the Box Tunnel

outside Bath and making adjustments to every bridge that

crossed the line between Chippenham and Bristol. According

to the government at the time, not completing the

electrification and using diesel power for the trains would

save £165m. Interestingly a National Audit Office report that

same year estimated the cost of converting the new trains to

bi-mode and other consequences of the decision would

actually cost the Government £330m.

So now, not only was the decision to scrap electrification

unproven economically, it is proving to be a health hazard

for passengers too.

8                                                                                                                                                                                                                   The Week in • Wednesday 22nd September 2021

Shock pollution risk levels
to train passengers

24-hour fuel station and
café plans are withdrawn
Plans to stop car sales at Avon Valley

Garage in Saltford and change the site to a

24-hour fuel station with a café and drive-

through have been withdrawn by the

developer after concerns were flagged up.

The application for the A4 Bath Road site

had been lodged by Farmborough-based

Hillside Farm Investments Ltd who said the

site had a long established use for car cars

but had previously been a petrol station and

the sale of fuel had continued on a reduced

scale.

A new building was proposed with a coffee

shop/café on the ground floor and a drive-

through service to the rear. Staff accommodation above the

café was planned as were separate entry and exit points

from the A4.

However, the council’s petroleum officer raised health and

safety concerns, saying that living accommodation

attached to filling stations is very rare and that the site had

not stored petrol since 1997 and had the licence withdrawn

in 1998. This meant it would be considered as a new

development, rather than a site refurbishment, and would

have to use the most up-to-date standards and equipment.

The council’s highways team said it would have objected

to the plans because the development would not provide

safe access. The developer would need to show that tankers

could safely enter and leave the proposed site layout

without excessive manoeuvring, while the ‘Welcome to

Saltford’ sign would need to be relocated to allow visibility

at the proposed exit. A streetlight near the proposed access

would also need to be relocated.



A petition calling for the Number 5 bus service to

Bromley Heath to be restored has been started with

campaigners demanding that the area gets a dedicated

metrobus stop.

The service, run by First, links Bristol city centre and

Downend but no longer serves Bromley Heath, with the bus

company blaming very low

customer demand.  First also

withdrew some evening

journeys on Monday to

Saturday, and services have

been taken off on Sundays and

public holidays.

The petition on the change.org

website has been started by

local councillor Ben Burton and

calls on the West of England

Combined Authority and Metro

Mayor Dan Norris to support

the service and keep

communities connected by allowing it to continue to serve

Bromley Heath and run in the evenings and on Sundays.

Cllr Burton and his fellow South Gloucestershire councillors

James Griffiths and Liz Brennan, who represent the Frenchay

& Downend ward, say that Bromley Heath is fast becoming

a “black hole” for bus services, with many being reduced or

altered in recent years. 

“The problem is exacerbated as residents in Bromley Heath

are unable to take advantage of the fast metrobus service into

Central Bristol because no stops directly serve local people. 

“The Number 5 bus is a service that many depend on in the

community for travelling to work, to school and to visit

friends and family. The decision by the West of England

Combined Authority to allow these service cuts without any

public consultation must be reversed.

“With metrobus continuing to be rolled out and improved

across South Gloucestershire, we also call for the Combined

Authority and the Mayor to deliver a dedicated stop in

Bromley Heath to ensure that the community is not left

behind.”
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Bromley Heath becoming ‘black hole’
for bus services, say campaigners

Ben Burton, James Griffiths
& Liz Brennan

The Week In has been petitioning to save the 18

Kingswood to Bath bus service, which was taken off at

very short notice at the end of August.

The service run by First was withdrawn without

consultation after the West of England Combined

Authority withdrew the subsidy that had helped keep it

going. Our campaign complements a petition started by

MP Chris Skidmore and South Gloucestershire

councillors Erica Williams and Paul Hughes, who

represent the Oldland Common & Bitton ward. Some of

the more than 130 readers who have so far returned

petition forms to us have also written letters – see page

10. See also page 16.

Scores of readers back
campaign to save the 18
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Ring Road Path ‘left to

deteriorate’
Dear Editor    

Has anyone else noticed the deplorable state of

the A4174 Ring Road Path, specifically from

the Warmley roundabout to the soon-to-be-

completed Wraxall Road roundabout?

Along this stretch, weeds, brambles and

overgrown vegetation jostle for space with

cyclists, pedestrians, dog walkers and runners.

At certain points the weeds and stinging nettles

have encroached to such an extent that anyone

using the path has to stop and give way if

another person is approaching in the opposite

direction. 

Add to this mix some illegal fly-tipping and

extensive littering, and a once enjoyable route

becomes a stressful inconvenience.

What a sad indictment this is of what should be

a convenient, accessible and enjoyable access

path. Surely local priorities are skewed when

we are able to spend millions on a questionable

(and likely to be ongoing) upgrading of the

A4174, when just metres away, non-car

infrastructure is left to deteriorate to the point

of becoming unusable. A sad situation indeed.

Anthony Koplowitz, Warmley

Why not divert a 43 bus

to North Common?
Dear Editor    

It is such a shame that after 46 years of living

in North Common that we used to have five

buses at one time. 

Now we only have one (the 42) an hour. Surely

a 43 could be diverted this way to run opposite

timing to the 42.

A North Common resident

We’d like to visit

Keynsham & Bath again
Dear Editor    

Further to the petition re service 18, if we are

left with an hourly service on the 42, to return

from a Kingswood shopping expedition you

become obsessed with clock-watching.

Often at least two, sometimes three, number

43s arrive. You end up catching a 43. This then

entails walking up Mill Lane carrying bags of

shopping. This is after leaving the bus at least

100 yards away from Mill Lane.

As previously suggested, the times for the 18

and 42 should be adjusted giving us

more choice and the opportunity to again

visit Keynsham and Bath for a change of

scenery.

David W

North Common

Flag and pole stolen
Dear Editor    

A lousy individual, or numerous ones, have

stolen the pole and raised Union Jack flag from

the front garden of my home at 46 Bath Road,

Keynsham. I find this dishonourable and

deplorable in the extreme.

The incident occurred between Sunday 12th

September and Monday 13th.

I would be extremely grateful if any of your

readers have information or sighting of the

incident that they would contact me directly by

email at briantrevorjenkins@tiscali.co.uk or

0117 9863842.

Brian Jenkins

Concerns for trees near

new homes
Dear Editor    

I have been watching with interest the

construction of houses on the old police station

site in Keynsham.

The site is surrounded by mature trees. I am

concerned that the houses will be very dark and

the new owners will demand the trees are

removed.

Is there any way this can be prevented? With

current emphasis on climate change, the trees

must be preserved. Is anyone on the council

overseeing the situation? Are they even

interested?

Once the trees are felled, they cannot be

reinstated. Councillors, please note before it’s

too late.

Sue Jackson

Grants available
Dear Becky    

To all community groups in Staple Hill

and Mangotsfield ward, your three South

Glos Labour councillors have Member

Awarded Funding (MAF) grants available to

help you. 

In the first instance you need to contact us for

an application form. Our contact details are:

michael.bell@southglos.gov.uk (07875

631817); ian.boulton@southglos.gov.uk

(07562 437598);

katie.cooper@southglos.gov.uk (07596

33810).

Cllr Michael Bell

First under fire
Dear Editor    

I have never known a bus company such as

First receive so much adverse criticism. I don't

understand why they can't run at a profit

without getting subsidies. If they can't, they

shouldn't be in business.

Of course, the major problem is that they have

a virtual monopoly in Bristol and surrounds.

The only competition is Stagecoach with the 86

(Kingswood/Yate). 

If there were competition (as, say, in London)

they might be obliged to pull their socks up.

Given that bus services were privatised in the

Thatcher era when competition was all it’s

rapidly deteriorated with these monopolies -

not Thatcher's plan.

I've also now discovered that they have pulled

the A2 (to the airport) where you could use a

bus pass, leaving only the A1 where everyone

has to pay.

Roger Sutcliffe

Kingswood

Letter of thanks
Dear Editor    

On Thursday 26th August I fell down heavily

in the car park at Warmley Station, suffering a

broken shoulder blade and broken ribs.

A lady rushed towards me, said she was an ex-

paramedic named Andrea, got on the ground,

propped my head on her shoulder and rang for

an ambulance.

Andrea had to return to her wheelchair

companion and another passer-by took over.

Rob Evans propped my head on his shoulder

and phoned a relative. He stayed with me until

an ambulance arrived. 

The ambulance crew then had to lift my 14.5

stone weight on to a stretcher trolley and took

me to Southmead Hospital where I stayed for

the next six days.

My most sincere and grateful thanks to all

concerned in helping me. I received wonderful

care at Southmead (Ward E) and brilliant

hospital aftercare from the Red Cross

organisation.

Anthony Garland

Kingswood

LETTERS

The family of Dolly Amos, whose

funeral took place on Monday 13th

September, give a sincere ‘Thank You’

to Wick Chapel for a wonderful service

in memory of her. “It was a fitting

tribute by her dearest friends to say

goodbye before her final journey from

her beloved birthplace of Wick. God

bless you all.”

Thank you



Lyde Green Community Association has met with

representatives from Leep Utilities, which supplies water

to the estate, after a host of complaints and concerns.

In Issue 690 (4th August) we reported that a petition had been

started on the change.org by residents in Lyde Green saying

they had no confidence in Leep Utilities, citing unfair bills

that lead people to fall further and

further into debt, poor customer

service, the lack of an online

account facility, and problems with

direct debits.

Leep Utilities owns and operates

regulated and non-regulated multi-utility networks across the

UK and took over SSE in 2019. SSE used to supply water

and sewerage services in Lyde Green under a law allowing

new companies to enter the market and existing companies

to expand into areas where they are not the appointed

company. SSE Water applied to replace Wessex Water as the

appointed sewerage company and to replace Bristol Water as

the water supplier.

Now Lyde Green Community Association (LGCA) has had

two meeting with Leep Utilities, with another one planned,

and the company has promised a better service.

LGCA said it was asked by resident Andrew Clark, who

started the petition, to work with him in dealing with a

number of issues that members of the local community were

having with Leep Utilities: “This included overcharging,

poor communication (customers weren’t able to get hold of

Leep customer services teams), poor water quality and issues

with direct debits being taken incorrectly.

“We have now been at two meetings with colleagues from

Leep to ensure that Lyde Green customers get the water

service they need. We agreed to compile a spreadsheet of

local customers’ information that could be passed to Leep

who would then deal with each specific issue with the

customers directly. This spreadsheet has been passed to Leep

who say that every customer they have contacted has agreed

that their issues have now been resolved; a few that Leep

haven’t been able to contact have been sent letters asking for

the customers to contact Leep to discuss this.”

Leep also gave a presentation in the form of a customer

forum review to LGCA to pass to the community. LGCA

said: “They have asked us to reassure the community that

any issues taken to them (or you can do this through the

LGCA if you prefer) will be addressed. They are hoping to

shortly be able to offer a service that will offer an individual

account check (including a visit to your property) when

customers are experiencing high bills to determine the

reasons behind this.”

The review can be downloaded from LGCA’s website. In it

Leep says: “As a business we know that investment is key to

the development and success of Leep. We also listen to what

our customers are telling us and when we get it wrong, look

to understand how we can implement sustainable solutions

for the future so that we can deliver the great customer

experience our customers deserve. 2020/21 has seen some

important changes at Leep that will deliver new innovative

ways of working not just for now but for the future, as we

strive to become your utility provider of choice.”

Leep, which has recently brought in a new senior

management structure, has apologised to customers who

have really struggled to get through. The firm says there is

now a new multi-contact platform to get customers through

to the right person first time to have their query dealt with

and that it is working hard to resolve issues with direct debit

payments.

In the near future it hopes to provide improved water-saving

advice to customers.
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SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 26th September

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green

(10.30am-4pm) 

Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm) 

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)

Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park 

(9.30am-4.30pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG

(9am-7pm) 

Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH

(10am-4pm)

Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)

Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds

(10am-4pm)

Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway

(11am-5pm)

Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard

City council-owned Bristol Waste announced last week

that it wasn’t reinstating its garden waste collection

service after a 10-week suspension.

“We are experiencing staff shortages due to COVID-19

and the national driver shortage. To allow us to maintain

essential waste and recycling services, garden waste

collections, including garden sacks, are suspended. We

expect to provide further updates in October.”

During the suspension residents are encouraged to

compost their garden waste at home.

Garden waste
still uncollected

Utility firm pledges better
service to Lyde Green residents



Metro Mayor Dan Norris has

officially opened a new independent

school in South Gloucestershire

catering for children with special

needs.

He cut the ribbon at the new 25-place

Neptune School in Poplar Road in

Warmley last Wednesday.

It will welcome learners aged seven to

14, helping to address a shortage of

places for children who have social,

emotional and mental health difficulties.

Headteacher Rachel Lynch showed Mr

Norris around the school after the

ceremony. Mr Norris said: “Getting a

new school off the ground must be a big

challenge, so it was interesting to learn

more about what things the headteacher

and her staff will be doing to ensure a

safe and welcoming environment for the

children right from day one.

“I know that helping the children feel

rightly proud of all their achievements

will be a central part of this new

school’s philosophy, and I found out

more about the techniques staff will be

using to boost the youngsters’ self-

esteem.”

The school is part of Phoenix Learning

and Care, which has more than 40

services across the South West of

England.

In the picture Metro Mayor Dan

Norris (centre, left) opens Neptune

School, joined by (left to right) the

chairman of Phoenix Learning and Care

Michael Buckingham, its chief

executive Jon Pain, and headteacher

Rachel Lynch.

Crossword
ACROSS
1. Jutted out (9)

6. Weep (3)

8. Loving (7)

9. Ruck (5)

10. Hotpot (4)

11. Cushion (3)

13. In addition (4)

14. Canoe (5)

16. Demeanour (6)

18. Thin paper (6)

19. Avarice (5)

21. Peak (4)

22. Affirmative (3)

23. Egg-shaped (4)

27. Deduce (5)

28. Come into (7)

30. Long, thin fish (3)

31. Doctor (9)

DOWN

1. Podded vegetable (3)

2. Atmospheric gas (5)

3. Chess piece (4)

4. Feeling of despair (6)

5. Bureau (4)

6. Excess (7)

7. Thunderbolt (9)

10. Present briefly (9)

11. Deflect (5)

12. Stead (anag.) (5)

14. Small barrel (3)

15. Young goat (3)

17. Necessary (7)

20. Spookily (6)

24. Italian composer (5)

25. Grasp (4)

26. South-east Asian (4)

29. Can (3)
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Jollyes will have a special guest of honour when Angel,

‘First Dog of the West of England’, performs the official

opening of the new store in Warmley on Saturday (25th

September).

Angel will be accompanied by owner, Metro Mayor Dan

Norris, for the ceremony at the store in Tower Lane

following its relocation from Longwell Green.

The new store quietly opened its doors to customers and

their pets last week.

Subject to planning permission Jollyes will be opening

a brand new store in Brislington in December.

VIP guest at pet
store opening

The Friends in Need service offers lifts to and from

medical appointments for residents of Keynsham and

Saltford. 

If you would like a lift, you can ask at your local GP

surgery and they will contact Friends in Need on your

behalf to arrange a lift. There is no charge for this

service, but if you are able to make a donation that will

be gratefully received. Friends in Need is a service

provided by Churches Together in Keynsham and

Saltford to support the local community.

Need a lift?
Metro Mayor officially opens
new special needs school

Keep in touch, let us know what you

think, send us your news

www.facebook.com/theweekin



Concerns have been flagged up over a proposed children’s

nursery at Avon Valley Adventure & Wildlife Park in

Keynsham.

The planning application, which we first highlighted in Issue

693, seeks to change the use of the mini-golf area to a 96-

place nursery in six yurts, with two shipping containers

converted to provide reception, service and toilet facilities.

The park’s owners have told Bath & North East Somerset

Council planners that they are diversifying the business in

response to the pandemic so they will be able to continue to

provide and invest in the popular visitor attraction and

support ecology work.

But Keynsham Town Council has branded the proposed rest

room facilities as “woefully inadequate” and says that no

environmental impact assessment has been provided for the

site, which is in the Green Belt.

The town council says it also supports the call by B&NES

Council highways officers for a transport statement and travel

and servicing plans to assess the impact. Two major

developments have recently been permitted nearby – B&NES

Council’s extended waste and recycling facility and a new

care home at Pixash Lane.
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The Bath Christmas Market, which would usually attract 
400,000 visitors, has been scrapped, with B&NES 
Council blaming a “double whammy” of Brexit and 
COVID which has led to a national shortage of logistics 
and security staff.

The announcement on Friday followed concerns that the 
national recruitment crisis for security and specialist staff 
and equipment would make it impossible to run the Bath 
Christmas Market safely, securely and within reasonable 
cost.

The market had been planned to run for 25 days. Instead 
the council announced there would be a virtual Bath 
Christmas Market online to give all stallholders who 
were offered a place the opportunity to sell their goods. 
Kingston Parade and Abbey Green will have some 
festive stalls, with priority given to local traders, and 
there will be an independent artisan market in Queen 
Square.

There will be traditional Christmas celebrations around 
the Abbey Quarter, an illumination trail of iconic 
buildings, a Victorian carousel ride outside the Roman 
Baths and street entertainment and carol singing. There 
will also be food and drink stalls and a festive light 
parade. 

Bath Christmas
Market scrapped

South Gloucestershire Council has apologised to residents

in three Kingswood streets who have paid for residents’

parking permits which they can’t use because there are

no signs.

Line markings were put down in June in Moravian Road,

Laurel Street and Bright Street in preparation for the new

residents’ parking zone, but the council has still not come

back to finish the job. One exasperated resident from

Moravian Road got in touch with The Week In to highlight

the problem, He has been chasing the council to find out

what’s happening with the signs and has been told that a

backlog of work and staff having to self-isolate is to blame

but has been assured it is a “top priority”.

He said: “At present there is nothing to stop anyone parking

without signs.”

A spokesperson for South Gloucestershire Council told us:

“Our operations team is currently working through a backlog

of work due to the impacts of the pandemic and the residents’

parking signs are a priority and will be installed as soon as

possible. 

“We apologise for the delay and anyone who has purchased

a permit will have it back-dated once the signs are in place,

so no one misses out on the full year that was paid for.”

The section of Moravian Road nearest Regent Street already

has a residents’ permit scheme in operation.

Residents can’t use parking
permits as signs haven’t gone up 

Concerns over yurt-
based nursery proposals

Moravian Road



14                                                                                                                                                                                                                 The Week in • Wednesday 22nd September 2021

The last gasp of an uninspiring summer produced warm

sunshine and clear skies. The days of grey, drab weather

transformed into a sudden burst of Mediterranean heat

and unexpected energy.

This coincided with a break we had booked at Hayling Island

in Hampshire. It is connected to the mainland by Langstone

Bridge, a striking low white concrete road bridge spanning a

small section of the English Channel and about four miles

long.

The island is generally flat with lagoons, creeks, small lakes

and meandering coastal paths that make for easy walking.

There are striking views across Langstone Harbour towards

Portsmouth, as well as south to the English Channel. Various

parts of the island are populated with beach huts and

caravans, giving the island its Romany character.

Hayling is divided into North and South and we made our

way south to our accommodation at Fishery Creek where we

prepared for a couple of days of coastal walking. The first

day we trekked to the popular holiday area at South Hayling

and came to its pebbled, sloping beach. We crunched our way

east along the shimmering shoreline, coming across blue,

grey and white beach huts and although most were empty,

here and there a family played beach ball or inched their way

down to the sparkling sea. Sea kale (a cabbage-like plant that

thrives on pebble and shingle) flourished in the unlikely

terrain. From here and looking across the huge Langstone

Harbour we could see Portsmouth with its white Spinnaker

Tower in the distance.

About three quarters of a mile further along

we came to Funland. The usual roller-coaster,

log flume, roundabout and other attractions

that whet the appetites of families rattled

noisily. Excited children made the most of

colourful rides and squealed with delight at

the Punch & Judy show. Funland is right on

the beach and conjures up memories of

English holidays during the 1950s and ’60s.

Further along and also beside the coastal path

is South Hayling Golf Course. This white Art

Deco style building looks out to sea from a

discreet distance and is surrounded by fencing

topped with barbed wire. It was founded in

1883 by the well-known port wine merchant

family of Sandeman. The club has had many

celebrities play at its challenging windswept

course over the years but is also famous for

the part it played during the Second World

War when it was used as headquarters for

training Royal Navy and Army personnel. 

A new unit known as the Combined

Operations Pilotage Parties (COPP) was

formed. This 200-strong team was to secretly

reconnoitre enemy beach landings. Once

trained the brave and daring team were

responsible for many reconnaissance

operations, resulting in the saving of

thousands of lives all over the world. Such is

the secrecy of these operations that today little is documented

and the participants' stories generally unknown. Between

them they earned 90 medals.

As we trudged on through beach scrubland and increasingly

narrow pebbly, sandy lanes, we found ourselves amongst

abundant blackberry bushes and thorny late flowering

wildflowers. White butterflies were everywhere, settling

lightly on the flora and fauna surrounding us. Eventually we

arrived at a car park, to the far end of which was The

Ferryboat Inn at Langstone Harbour. The views from this

hostelry are spectacular and the floral displays impressive.

From here we returned to the more popular holiday beaches,

passing through The Kench Nature Reserve where a few

timbered house boats were moored up along the shallow

creek. Before long we were back in the centre of South

Hayling and caught the miniature train that runs from the

funfair and takes holidaymakers along the beach to a few

shops and a café at the far end.

The brave men who took part in operational training in

Hayling during the Second World War are commemorated at

South Hayling with a trail highlighting the Combined

Operations Pilotage Parties’ exploits. A list of the participants

is engraved on an angular hewn-out rock memorial which

stands in silent tribute to them on a section of the beach. A

red wreath and messages were placed alongside the 20ft high

structure.

During the second and final day of our break we explored

another nature reserve on the coast, the Hayling Billy Leisure

Trail. This follows the coast past forgotten salt pans, lagoons

and small islands. Hundreds of oystercatchers gathered

together on a grassy outcrop and made their presence felt

with their loud high-pitched chirping. Wading wildfowl and

sea birds too dappled the peaceful coastline and were a

delight for the many enthusiastic twitchers we encountered.

Fishermen in waders cast their lines seaward as bass, mullet

and flounder can be fished easily at Hayling.  

Oysters have been fished at Hayling Island since Roman

times and during the 1800s up until the 1970s were seeded

on Hayling's oyster beds. From there they were sent to

Whitstable in Kent and eventually sold.  

The day now was getting hot and so we decided to make our

way back to our holiday site and spend the rest of the

afternoon reading. Hayling Island had been more interesting

than I had expected and I was quite surprised that most of its

visitors seemed to come from London and the east side of

England.  

If a quiet retreat just out of season is your thing, I recommend

it. A walking stick, book, and enough money for the

occasional tea or coffee and you are well prepared for a

relaxing break enjoying reminiscences of childhood holidays

spent in the British Isles during the latter half of the 20th

century.

Christine Rogers

Eking out summer on Hayling Island

Fishery Creek

A houseboat at The Kench Nature Reserve

The Hayling Billy Leisure Trail has stunning views

Beach huts and coastal defences for flooding at South Hayling 
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A well-known Oldland Common woman who went

backpacking around the world in her 60s has died, aged

87.

Audrey Mitchell passed away at her Court Road home of 55

years on 18th August.  

Born in Wolverhampton on 24th July 1934, she married Tony

on 24th September 1955. In 1966 they moved from

Wolverhampton to Oldland Common with their young son

Brent and in 1968 twins Lisa and Gavin were born.

Over time the house hosted many open events, including the

first Oldland Village Macmillan Coffee Morning, which then

became so big it had to be held at the United Reformed

Church. 

In 1967 Audrey co-founded local amateur dramatics group

The Oldland Players and had many acting roles over a span

of some 30 years. After a nomination for best actress, she

decided to quit while ahead but was still very much involved

with the group, becoming its vice president and a regular

supporter over many years.

Audrey was a member of many other local groups including

Young Wives, which became Wives Group, the Mothers’

Union and the WI.  

Sadly Tony died in 1987 and needing to set up a new life for

herself, she worked at the local hairdressers and became the

local Avon lady. She looked after her mother in

Wolverhampton until 1997 and then in 1998, with her

children all living abroad, Audrey rented her house out and

starting her backpacking journeys arround the

world, staying at times with her children and using

their places as launch pads.

Her well-documented backpacking travels formed

the basis for a series of talks – ‘The Oldest

Backpacker in Town’ -  which she gave to various

organisations. Audrey’s poems and verses were

famous and she had one for every event and every

person, always  relevant, witty and cleverly

delivered. She was very active in the community

and a keen gardener, winning many prizes. Even

when she became poorly she was often seen

walking around the village with her oxygen tanks

piled up on her walker.

Her illness was idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis and

it was her wish to raise money for Southmead Hospital as the

help and support she received there helped to give her more

time. A tribute page has been set up in memory of Audrey -

https://audrey-mitchell-1934-2021.muchloved.com

It is dedicated to helping two funds that support patients with

Interstitial Lung Disease (ILD) - the Bristol ILD Service

Research Fund and the Interstitial Lung Disease Support

Group. Donations can be made in Audrey’s name to

Southmead Hospital Charity.

Well-known community figure dies at 87

Audrey Mitchell

Temporary closure of Railway Path
Between Monday 27th September and Monday 4th

October a section of the Bristol & Bath Railway Path will

be closed for resurfacing. 

The temporary closure will be from the access ramp on

Signal Road at Staple Hill eastwards to Ridley Avenue at

Mangotsfield. The surface of the path has been

deteriorating quite badly in places. Advance warning signs

of the resurfacing are being erected.
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Securing the future for community-led reporting

remains the priority for The Week In

Community but projects which can be fed

back into the local community are also under

way.

On the first point, the news app is now up and

running and available to download onto smart

phones from Google Play and the App Store. This

is the first step in delivering The Week In to a new

audience. Membership of The Week In Community

also provides a revenue stream outside of the

traditional source of advertising income and will

help us deliver our longer term goals. New

members are joining via our website, by opting for

the Premium version of the app or simply by

completing the form below.

Another source of income which is helping us to

deliver wider benefits is grant funding. Earlier this

year we received an award from the Quartet

Foundation to help people into the news

environment through writing and page design. 

Currently, we have volunteers on both projects and

their work will be appearing in future editions of

the Community Page. We still have some capacity

for new entrants so anyone interested should

contact theweekincommunity@gmail.com

There are some familiar locations and names in this collection of old images in Hanham put together

by Steffi Condick.

The Community Page

Buses connect our communities in a way too few of us realise – until the

point they no longer do so.

Recent well-publicised stories about our buses seem at odds with what

central and local government keep telling us – that we should leave our cars

behind and use public transport instead.

Stories emerging from the latest round of bus cuts range from students

unable to get from Oldland Common to Wellsway or St Brendan’s, going to

work in Bath if you live in Longwell Green or to Aspects Leisure Park from

Keynsham or even catching a train from Keynsham if you live outside the

town. Every one of these journeys takes minutes in a car – in fact these are

the very journeys every Local Plan or transport consultation claims to want

to replace. So the bus routes end up being a necessity, rather than a transport

choice. They are used only by those without access to a car and ultimately

not in sufficient number for the service to pay its way. Without going into

the detail of the 1985 Transport Act and the deregulation of buses, the fact

remains that the local bus companies in our area are commercial operations

and not public service organisations. Their purpose is not to provide bus

services which connect communities but to operate buses at a profit and

satisfy shareholders. The reality is, and always has been, that the likes of

First cannot provide a bus service for the Bristol and Bath area on fares

alone. The current system (and indeed the 1985 Transport Act) requires local

government to supply funding where bus services are not commercially

sustainable. The West of England Combined Authority is now the body

responsible for running our bus services but as recent reports have shown,

it too is suffering from a lack of central funding.

Through the letters we have published in recent months and the strength of

feeling expressed through petitions launched both by The Week In and local

politicians across the party divide, it is clear the community believes it is

not being taken into account. That is not the fault of First, Stagecoach or the

West of England Combined Authority.

It is not a question of finding some extra money to throw at bus services

that may be at risk in our area. The government has declared a climate

emergency, as have the regional authority and our local councils. If we are

truly to move away from a car-based society then we need to ensure people

who live in areas such as ours can do the basics, such as going to work,

going to school or catching a train from the nearest railway station. 

Next year we are promised a ‘Bus Back Strategy’ from the government with

extra funding to implement it. Local residents now need to let government

know the importance of local bus services, not just in achieving climate

change but in binding communities together. If you have been affected by

the recent cuts in our local bus services then please share these experiences

with your local MP. You can write to them using their name from the list

below at House of Commons, London, SW1 0AA or use the appropriate

email address as shown.

Bath: Wera Hobhouse - wera.hobhouse.mp@parliament.uk

North East Somerset: Jacob Rees-Mogg -

jacob.reesmogg.mp@parliament.uk

Kingswood: Chris Skidmore - chris.skidmore.mp@parliament.uk

Bristol East: Kerry McCarthy - kerry.mccarthy.mp@parliament.uk

Filton & Bradley Stoke: Jack Lopresti - jack.lopresti.mp@parliament.uk

Thornbury & Yate:  Luke Hall - luke.hall.mp@parliament.uk

Our community
needs local buses

Hanham in bygone days

Golding’s

The Methodist church

The bus depot

Chequers



Holy Trinity Church in Kingswood has celebrated 200

years of worship with a traditional church fair and a

celebration service attended by the Bishop of Bristol the

Rt Rev Vivienne Faull.

Over the celebratory weekend, the church was presented with

a new kneeler to commemorate its care for the local

community during the pandemic.

The Rev Beverley Charles, from Holy Trinity, said: “The

anniversary was an important celebration of Holy Trinity

Church past and present. Memories were shared, old friends

remembered and community renewed as we had fun together

in ways that have not been possible for so long.”

Holy Trinity is the oldest parish church in Kingswood, having

been consecrated on 11th September 1821. Until the early

19th century, Kingswood had no church of its own, and was

served by the parish of Bitton four miles away. A church was

considered an urgent requirement by local Anglicans as the

area only had Wesleyan, Whitfield Tabernacle and Moravian

churches in operation. 

It was one of the first churches built from funds voted by

Parliament to mark Napoleon's defeat at Waterloo and is

therefore known as a ‘Waterloo church’. The foundation

stone was laid by the Bishop of Gloucester on 9th June 1819,

but there was then a dispute over the title of the site which

meant that building did not begin in earnest until 1820. 

The completed church was consecrated the following year.
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Holy Trinity Church celebrates 200th anniversary

Associate vicar the Rev Chris Evans, Bishop Viv, priest-
in-charge the Rev Beverley Charles, churchwarden Gill
Godfrey & deputy warden Eddie Simms
Credit: Martin Gainsborough

A man has been charged with multiple offences following

an arrest by ‘Operation Remedy’ officers on Friday 10th

September.

On Saturday 11th September Richard Kilbane, 36, of

Bishopthorpe Road, Horfield, was charged with two

counts of house burglary, theft of a vehicle and fraud by

false representation.

The charges relate to offences that took place in

Kingswood between 1st and 8th September. 

He was remanded in custody and appeared in court on

Monday 13th September where he was granted conditional

bail. 

He will appear in the Crown Court on Monday 11th

October.

Man charged following multiple
offences in Kingswood

The kneeler
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The group restoring Willsbridge Mill have

honoured a retiring couple who have been

key figures in the regeneration project for

the past eight years.

Graham Hoyle, chairman of Willsbridge Mill

Community Refresh (WMCR), presented

Sue and Andrew Smith with flowers and a

lead crystal fruit bowl inscribed with thanks

for all their efforts over the years.

In 2013 the Mill building and barn had been

empty and unloved for a number of years.

Sue was a regular visitor to the site and could

see what was needed to stop the place

becoming completely derelict.  

Pauline Lovell, from WMCR, said: “Sue had

the vision and foresight to see that the barn

was the perfect site for a café for dog

walkers, families, ramblers and visitors,

generally and just what was needed to

provide an income to regenerate the whole

site.  

“Together with a handful of other committed

community members, she contacted South

Gloucestershire Council and helped to form

the Willsbridge Mill Community Refresh

Community Interest Company (CIC), so that

profits from the café could be used to pay for

improvements to the site.

“Over the last eight years Sue and Andrew

have worked tirelessly in the café and are

well known among the regular visitors to the

Mill. We shall all miss their drive and

commitment but the continuing

improvements to the café and the site

generally are there for all to see and enjoy.  

“We wish Sue and Andrew every happiness

and will hope to see them as regular visitors

to the Mill, enjoying their ‘free Mill coffee

for life’ – a gift for all their hard work over

the years.”

Couple honoured for their dedication to
Willsbridge Mill

Sue & Andrew Smith receive their thank you gifts from Graham Hoyle (centre)

Public Notices

More than 20 tyres were dumped in at least four

locations along Golden Valley Lane near Bitton on

Friday night.

It follows the fly-tipping last month of items including

an old armchair, washing machines and freezers

hazardously left in the road, as well as an old mattress

dumped at the top nearby Redfield Hill, as we reported

in Issue 695. The latest fly-tipping has been reported to

South Gloucestershire Council’s StreetCare team. 

You can report fly-tipping via the council’s website. The

environmental enforcement team has a 100 per cent

record of securing successful prosecutions for this type

of offence.

More fly-tipping
in Golden Valley 

Kingswood History Society’s September talk, entitled The

Bristol Riots 1831, was presented by Professor Alan

Johnson, of the Frenchay Tuckett Society. 

Members learned that with more than 500 people believed

killed, this was the greatest act of disobedience of the 19th

century, far outstripping the better known Peterloo

Massacre of 1819 when between 10 and 20 died.

However, reports of the Bristol riot were much suppressed

by the ruling class. 

The topic on 5th October will be The Life & Times of

Harry Dolman, by Clive Burlton.

Kingswood History Society meets on the first Tuesday of

each month (March to December) at 7.30pm in the Park

Centre in Kingswood High Street, (opposite the Civic

Centre BS15 9TR). Parking is available in Hollow Road,

opposite the Civic Centre. 

Anyone interested in joining can visit

www.kingswoodhistorysociety.org or just come along to

a meeting. Cost is £3.50 per visit including refreshments.

Annual subscription will be reinstated in 2022.

Lecture on riots at history society 
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Situations Vacant

A range of activities have restarted at Community at 67 in

Queens Road in Keynsham including Da Beats music

night when young people (Years 7 – 13) can listen to Hip

Hop, Grime and Drill music after a hard week at school. 

This is a new venture for Community at 67, from talking

to local young people and seeing that there was very little

for young people in the area around Community at 67. It

takes place every month and the next one will be on 15th

October.

The charity has also opened a café on Tuesday and

Thursday mornings from 9.30am – 12.30pm and a lunch

club has started at The Charlton pub on Tuesday lunchtime

from noon – 2pm.

In addition the craft groups, IT group and Scrabble groups

have all restarted. For details visit www.community-67.org

or ring 07737 742300.

Da beats go on in Keynsham

Avon Fire & Rescue Service have donated seven

emergency vehicles and vital safety equipment to The

Gambia.

The vehicles, retired from duty, remain fully serviceable

and will provide life-saving equipment to communities in

the African country.

It is the latest donation through the charity partnership

Gambia and Avon Fire Services in Partnership (GAFSIP).

On the 30th anniversary of the charity’s inception, seven

fire appliances from Avon Fire & Rescue Service

(AF&RS) along with a water bowser from Royal

Berkshire Fire & Rescue Service, have set off on their

journey to The Gambia.

Representatives from AF&RS including Chief Fire Officer

Mick Crennell, Assistant Chief Fire Officer Simon Shilton,

trustee Paul Kirk and a range of firefighters and corporate

staff will visit The Gambia later this year to provide

training and support.

Donated fire engines set sail to The Gambia

Celebrating Saltford at its best 
Saltford Parish Council has staged its Community

Awards ceremony for 2020 and 2021.

Following the postponement of the event several times due

to the pandemic, the council was delighted that the event

could finally take place at Saltford Hall on Friday 10th

September.

About 100 people gathered to celebrate the heart-warming

and positive actions of the winners. The whole evening was

filled with examples of individuals, groups and businesses

showing Saltford at its best.

The ceremony was hosted by Cllr Phil Harding, vice chair of

Saltford Parish Council. 

Saltford Community Association’s ‘Big Thank You’ lead by

its chair John Davies followed the awards ceremony. He

expressed sincere thanks to all those who supported the

community during the pandemic.

Photos of the winners were taken by Cllr Jon Godfrey, and

the SCA team laid on a bar and meal for all who attended.

Details of all winners can be found on the council’s website.

South Gloucestershire Council has announced that

£50,000 grant funding is available to support

organisations planning commemorative events and

activities such as street parties to celebrate the Queen’s

Platinum Jubilee.

The special Jubilee bank holiday is from Thursday 2nd

June to Sunday 5th June.

Those eligible for funding for events are voluntary,

community and social enterprise (VCSE) organisations

and town and parish councils. If an organisation is not

formally established, they must agree to work in

partnership with an approved registered organisation. 

The minimum grant is £100 and the maximum is £3,000,

depending on demand and budget availability.

Grants can be applied for to fund items such as

entertainment, publicity costs, PA system hire, insurance

and marshalling. Applications close at midnight on 12th

November and applicants will be told if they have been

successful in March 2022.

Find out more at https://beta.southglos.gov.uk/queens-

platinum-jubilee

There is a helpline on 01454 865865 if you would like

to speak to a member of the grants team or email

grants@southglos.gov.uk

£50k funding to
help South Glos
communities
celebrate Jubilee

Cllr Harding presents Theo Young with
the ‘Young Person of the Year’ award

Winners at the ceremony with Cllr Phil Harding, centre
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Services
Driveways
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Service Directory
Home

Maintenance
Plumbing Plumbing Book a series

of adverts

and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4.20 per

centimetre (min 5cm)

The more weeks you

book the cheaper

each insertion

becomes

1 week - £21

2 weeks - £18.90

4 wk - £17.85

6 wk - £16.80

8 wk - £15.75

12 wk - £14.70

26 wk - £13.65

52 wk - £12.60

All prices per week

exc VAT

You don't have to book

successive weeks. 

You can choose

fortnightly, monthly 

or specific insertion

dates as long as the

total number of

insertions booked

corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting

at 2 weeks

Book a series

of adverts

and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4.20 per

centimetre (min 5cm)

The more weeks you

book the cheaper

each insertion

becomes

1 week - £21

2 weeks - £18.90

4 wk - £17.85

6 wk - £16.80

8 wk - £15.75

12 wk - £14.70

26 wk - £13.65

52 wk - £12.60

All prices per week

exc VAT

You don't have to book

successive weeks. 

You can choose

fortnightly, monthly 

or specific insertion

dates as long as the

total number of

insertions booked

corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting

at 2 weeks

Tree Services

Tree Services

Rubbish 
Clearance

Cheap and fast
We load and clear any 

household, garden, garage 
and shed clearance

Free estimates
Fully licensed
85% recycled

Call 0117 9373009
at anytime to book

Roofing

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Telephone

Engineers

Waste Disposal

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381
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& Decorating
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like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting at
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Venue Hire
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