
As South Gloucestershire Council wades through 800

responses to its public consultation about proposed

changes to five Ring Road junctions, a petition calling for

the whole scheme to be scrapped has been launched.

The consultation on the proposed £30m ‘A4174 Junction

Improvement Scheme’ ran for 12 weeks. The roundabouts

where changes are proposed are Lyde Green, The Rosary

(aka Emersons Green), Siston Hill, Deanery Road and

Kingsfield. The aim is to increase capacity and reduce

congestion. 

There are plans to make the Siston Hill, Deanery Road and

Kingsfield junctions throughabouts, like the Wraxall Road

Roundabout at Warmley (also known as the Woodstock

Roundabout) which is nearing competition to become the

first such junction in the whole of South Gloucestershire.

The council has said that the consultation will support the

development of a full business case which will be submitted

to Government for funding. 

But South Gloucestershire Green Party are this week calling

on the council to consign the plans to the five junctions to

the bin and investigate more appropriate ways of reducing

congestion that reflect the need to reduce traffic. They say

buses, cyclists and pedestrians are neglected and that the

plans do nothing to address the climate emergency.

The Scrap the A4174 Ring Road Rejig petition on the Action

Network website - https://tinyurl.com/fvnxrasc - says: “As

the council looks through the Ring Road consultation

responses, this new petition is a way to continue to share the

concerns of many members of the public.

Continued on page 2
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Continued from page 1
“South Gloucestershire Council want to

spend £30m of taxpayers money ripping up

roundabouts along the Ring Road,

introducing throughabouts or ‘hamburger

roundabouts’. If these plans go ahead, we

would have an estimated three years of

delays, roadworks, noise and construction

traffic affecting all users of the Ring Road.

“The plans do not provide adequate

provision for either pedestrians or cyclists

and make no commitment to improving bus

frequency and reliability. A larger and busier

road could also potentially increase the risks

of accidents involving pedestrians or

cyclists. South Gloucestershire Council has

declared a climate emergency. These

proposals will not make any positive

difference to the enormous environmental

challenges we face.”

The petition continues: “The air quality for

people living, working or going to school

near the Ring Road is already poor. The

government’s own review shows that more

roads make more traffic. Any increase in

traffic on the road would have detrimental

health effects, especially for people who

already suffer from asthma or other

respiratory conditions.

“Since the pandemic people have become

more used to working at home or travelling

at less busy times of the day. The traffic

demands on the Ring Road have changed

dramatically since the proposal was first

developed. There is little evidence that these

proposals align with the current and future

travel needs of South Glos and Bristol

residents.”

This week a South Gloucestershire Council

spokesperson said: “We would like to thank

everyone who took part in our recent

consultation on the A4174 Ring Road

junction improvement scheme which

supports our goals to tackle the climate

emergency by relieving congestion along this

busy strategic route, reducing carbon

emissions and improving air quality. 

“The proposals would also improve the

resilience of the local road network and

make sustainable modes of travel such as

public transport and walking and cycling

more attractive options within local

communities. 

“We received around 800 responses to the

consultation and the drop-in events we

hosted were well attended. We are now in the

process of collating the feedback and hope

to publish the results later this year.”

800 responses to Ring Road consultation 

South Gloucestershire

Council’s announcement

this week that its first

throughabout is nearing

completion has prompted

an outpouring of criticism

about the scheme. 

The council posted pictures

on its Facebook page of how

the £6.9m throughabout – at

the junction of the A4174 Ring Road,

Wraxall Road and Tower Lane in Warmley

is taking shape and said: “We are currently

installing traffic signals and acoustic fences,

as well as finishing off the resurfacing.”

Comments included: “Too many sets of

traffic lights; traffic will be queued across

box junctions and new signs show you get in

the left lane to turn right, so many accidents

waiting to happen.”

Another critic said: “Just a shocking waste

of time and money SGC. The increased

congestion, and resultant increase in

emissions during the build, will take ages to

get back.”

One person observed: “If you really want to

improve traffic flow, why not build a bridge

over a junction (like you should have done

when the road was built), so that traffic

heading straight doesn’t have to stop.”

Comments on The Week In’s Facebook page

included: “All it needed was a set of lights

so Tower and Wraxall ends can pull out

safely at rush hour. They literally could have

just timed them for seconds holding hardly

anyone up. The whole thing has been a waste

of time, money and locals’ patience.”

• MP Chris Skidmore is holding a public

meeting at Warmley Community Centre at

4pm on Friday (10th September) after local

residents raised concerns about rat run

traffic.

£6.9m throughabout branded
a waste of time and money

The new junction takes shape



A week of free music and arts events is taking place in

Keynsham.

The mini version of the town’s annual music festival replaces

the main one that was cancelled earlier this summer because

of uncertainty over

COVID. Last year’s event

was also cancelled because

of the pandemic.

For the first time, Temple

Court has been hosting

events. Performance poet

Attila the Stockbroker was

there for the festival

opening night on Thursday

along with singer-

songwriter Jess Silk and

musician Mark De-Lisser, and tonight (Wednesday) Opera

in a Box will be performing there.

In Memorial Park last weekend there were performances

from comic circus show Pokya Entertainment together with

workshops including juggling, and the festival finale will

take place in the bandstand area on Friday from 7.30pm with

entertainment from Da Fuchaman & the Fire Blaze Band.

Among the other artists taking part in the festival have been

Louisa Maria, who performed at The Old Bank on Friday,

and there was an open mic night at The Wine Bar on Sunday.

Tomorrow (Thursday) Stevie Nicole Brown, Gavin Osborn

& The Comments Section and Gecko will be performing in

the garden at Dalia Cocina. 

Audience numbers for all events are strictly controlled with

tickets on a first come, first served basis. Visit

https://www.keynshammusicfestival.co.uk/
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Festival week in Keynsham

Pokya

Mark De-Lisser Attila the Stockbroker Louisa Maria 

Jess Silk



The axing of the 18

Kingswood to Bath bus

service at very short

notice has been

condemned by passengers

as pressure mounts to

reinstate it.

The service run by First

was withdrawn without

consultation at the end of

August after the transport

authority West of England

Combined Authority

withdrew the subsidy that

had helped keep it going.

Stories of how the axing of

the service is impacting

people have been emerging

as people are encouraged to

join the campaign to get the

service reinstated. We

launched a petition last

week to complement the

one started by MP Chris

Skidmore and South

Gloucestershire councillors

Erica Williams and Paul

Hughes, who represent the

Oldland Common & Bitton

ward.

Cllr Williams wrote on

Facebook last week:

“Sitting on the No 42 bus

today, the driver stopped

for a resident who said that

she was waiting for a No 18

to Keynsham. Imagine the

disappointment to be told

that the service has been

withdrawn, one of many

this morning who did not

know! A vital service taken

away!”

Writing on the West of

England Buses - Have your

say Facebook page, one bus

user wrote: “The service 18

is being withdrawn, with

hardly any notice given at

all, and the 19 times have

been significantly reduced.

I don’t think First Bus

understand how many

people rely on this bus to

get to work from

Kingswood to Bath. I have

no other way of getting to

work. I don’t drive.

Because of this I am either
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Pressure mounts to bring 

Petition to save the 18
We, the undersigned, call on the West of

England Combined Authority and the

Metro Mayor to renew funding provided

to the Number 18 bus service and allow it

to continue to operate.

The Number 18 bus is a vital lifeline to

many people travelling to work, school and

to visit friends and family. 

The decision by the West of England

Combined Authority to withdraw its

subsidy from the end of August with-

out any public consultation must be

reversed. 

Name ....................................................................

Address ....................................................................

....................................................................................

Postcode ...................................................................

Signed ....................................................................

Return your signed petition to The Week

In, 8 Temple Court, Keynsham BS31 1HA

by 7th October. Only complete the form

once, and please do not sign the petition if

you have already taken part in the petition

on MP Chris Skidmore’s website.

What people are saying
about the loss of the 18
Here is a selection of comments taken

from social media as people respond to the

loss of the 18:

“Hope it can be reinstated otherwise my

son has a very long walk home from

Wellsway.”

“I don’t drive, live in Oldland Common,

can’t get to Keynsham or Longwell Green

unless I walk and I’m in my 70s. Didn’t

give people a thought, leaves people

stranded.”

“How do people in North Common

manage to travel to Keynsham without

the use of a car?”

“What we could do with is a shuttle bus

that runs from Keynsham up to Kingswood

and back as well as the 42 into town.”

“What about the disabled and elderly

people that rely on the 18. Absolutely

disgusting.”

“Passengers wanting to get from Oldland

Common to Keynsham (or Bath in the

evening) basically don’t count.”

Cllr Erica Williams 
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 back the axed 18 bus service
going to have to quit my

job or move. That is how

much this decision is

impacting me, and I know I

am not alone.”

First have said that

passengers who used the 18

to travel between Bath and

Keynsham can now use the

39 and A4 (operated by

Bath Bus Company) while

those travelling between

Keynsham and Kingswood

can use Service 17;

however, some

intermediate journeys are

no longer possible without

changing buses.

The bus company also say

Service 19 between Bath

and Cribbs Causeway via

Kingswood will provide an

alternative for many

customers.

This week Metro Mayor

Dan Norris told us said that

the West of England

Combined Authority only

provided funding to cover a

short section of the 18 route

as far as Keynsham but

when this was withdrawn,

First decided the service

was no longer viable.

“The problem was not just

that the government cut

funding to the region (from

£273m to £226m) but that it

was done at short notice. I

have already had one

meeting with First MD

Doug Claringbold to see if

there is a solution to the 18

but this is a difficult

situation and not the only

service affected. We have to

make not a lot of money go

a long way.”

In response to letters about

the bus cuts in our last

issue, Mayor Norris said: “I

always appreciate reading

the debate in The Week In

and particularly the letters.

It gives me the information

on how decisions really

affect the people who live

here.”

Meanwhile David

Redgewell, of Bus Users

UK, was due to raise

concerns at last night’s

Bristol City Council

meeting about the loss of

the 18 and cuts to Service 5,

which links Bristol city

centre and Downend. First

have withdrawn some

evening journeys on the 5

Monday to Saturday, and

Sundays and public holiday

services have also been

taken off. They have

blamed very low customer

demand for the 5 no longer

serving Bromley Heath.

See Letters, page 10

Changes to the 39/X39
First have made timetable changes to the

39/X39 Bristol to Bath service to improve

punctuality and reliability.

They say: “During the main part of the day

on Sunday and on public holidays,

journeys will now operate as Service X39

as opposed to Service 39, providing

consistency with other days of operation

and reducing end-to-end journey times and

quicker journey times for customers

travelling on a Sunday.

“Customers wishing to travel between

Bath & Keynsham can use Service A4

(provided by Bath Bus Company).

Customers wishing to travel between

Keynsham and Bristol will be able to use

Service 349.

“Customers wishing to travel between

Bath and Keynsham should use Bath Bus

Company Service A4, which operates

every 60 minutes. During school term

time, one morning and one afternoon

journey will operate between Bristol

Temple Meads and Hayesfield School.”

‘Good public
transport vital for
local communities’
This week South Gloucestershire Green

Party said that in conjunction with Bristol

Green Party, they would be contacting

First Bus, the Metro Mayor and local

councils to express concerns about the

sudden bus cuts.

“The availability of good public transport

is vital for local communities. In particular,

vulnerable and elderly people are at risk of

becoming more isolated without reliable

transport options.

“At a time when South Gloucestershire

Council is considering a huge expansion

of car capacity on the Ring Road,

these cuts highlight that regional trans-

port focus remains on car use rather than

on seriously tackling the climate

emergency.”
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A bid to demolish part of the King William

IV pub in Warmley and build a

convenience shop on land to the side is

looking unlikely to get permission.

Both a highways officer and a planning

officer at South Gloucestershire Council are

recommending the proposed development is

refused although no final decision has yet

been made. 

It follows more than 70 objections from local

people and a petition which has more than

200 signatures (as we reported in Issue 690).

Concerns that have been raised include that

the junction is busy and dangerous, that

parking in the area would be made even

worse and that the area is already very well

served with convenience stores – including

one directly opposite.

The application for the site at the junction of

Cadbury Heath Road and Tower Road South

has been made by Cordage Estates. A new

access has been proposed off Tower Road

South to serve a reconfigured car park for the

pub and new shop. 

A single-storey extension would be

demolished to make way for the enlarged

parking area and deliveries to both pub and

the shop would be off-road using the area in

front of the pub. The front porch would be

removed to improve accessibility.

But the council’s highways

officer who has examined the

plans says the development

would have an unacceptable

impact on road safety. In a report

he says the proposed access has

inadequate visibility and the

proposed delivery/service bay is

unsatisfactory as it is close to a

pedestrian crossing. 

He adds: “It is not possible for a

10.35m long service vehicle to

access the proposed service bay

when it approaches the site from

the north.” Vehicles would

instead have to undertake a

complete ‘U’ turn at the mini-

roundabout off Mill Lane which

he said is not practical.

The officer’s report also

highlights that misleading

information has been given in respect to

likely speeds outside the site and that there

are discrepancies in data regarding the likely

traffic impact. He also considers that the

proposed level of car parking is below the

required standards and could lead to an

increase in on-street parking.

Meanwhile a senior council planning officer

is also recommending refusal, saying the

proposals amount to overdevelopment of the

site.

He dismisses the claim made in the planning

application that the development will “nestle

comfortably within the street scene without

competing with existing properties”.

“Quite clearly this is a highly optimistic

statement given the proposed building is

located on the corner of the junction of Tower

Road South and Cadbury Heath Road, in a

highly visible location and the proposed

building will block views towards the locally

listed pub from the north. The general design

and style of the proposed development is also

a contrast to the prevailing character of the

area.”

Controversial plans for corner shop
next to Warmley pub face refusal

The King William IV

How the corner shop would look



Laybys and verges around Bitton and the

Golden Valley are often used as an illegal

dumping ground for waste, creating an

eyesore as well as harming the

environment and wildlife.

But last week fly-tippers actually tipped

items including an old armchair, washing

machines and freezers in the road, causing a

hazard for road users.

The fly-tip was discovered in Golden Valley

Lane last Tuesday and reported to both South

Gloucestershire Council and the police. All

the items were quickly taken away by the

council’s StreetCare team, along with a

mattress that had been dumped next to a litter

bin at the top of Redfield Hill.

Local councillor Erica Williams has

condemned those responsible for the fly-

tipping, saying: “It is so frustrating and

disappointing that there are those who still by

their disregard for the beautiful countryside

that surrounds us fly-tip because they cannot

be bothered to dispose of it properly,

preferring to cause obstruction which is

dangerous for all those who use our lanes, as

well as causing potential environmental

hazards. They should realise that they will be

caught and our rate of prosecution is

extremely successful. It is the responsibility

of the householder and/or business to ensure

that they have contracted a licensed operator

to dispose of furniture, building waste etc, or

they will be equally to blame for fly-tipping.”

An old three-seater sofa was also dumped at

Page Road in Staple Hill at the weekend. 

Dumping waste is a serious criminal offence.

Those caught could be fined up to £50,000

(unlimited if the case goes to the Crown

Court). They could also face a prison

sentence of up to five years. 

The council’s environmental enforcement

team has a 100 per cent record of securing

successful prosecutions for this type of

offence. Residents are advised to always ask

for a copy of the company’s waste carrier

registration certificate and ask where their

waste is being taken, otherwise you could be

liable.  Do not be tempted to use people

offering cheap waste clearance on sites such

as Facebook and Gumtree unless you have

confirmed that they are registered with the

Environment Agency.

You can report fly-tipping via the council’s

website. When reporting incidents the

council asks that people include as much

information as possible, such as description

of any vehicles involved in the tipping, the

location and time of incident if witnessed, a

description of the material tipped and any

people involved as well as photographic

evidence if it is safe to obtain. Never touch

the waste as it may be hazardous.

You will be caught, culprits are
warned after latest fly-tips
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The council sent a truck to collect the fly-tipped goods

The mattress dumped at the top of Redfield Hill



Metro Mayor Dan Norris has visited the

Grade I listed Whitfield Tabernacle in

Kingswood and had a tour of the

renovation works which are well under

way.

The 18th century building, which has

deteriorated for over 20 years after a

devastating fire, is being restored and turned

in to an educational, performance and

community arts development venue with the

help of a £682,000 grant from the West of

England Combined Authority.

The building was acquired in 2019 by the

Whitfield Tabernacle Trust, which is leading

the work, with an ambition to fully restore it.

It has a central role in the history of

Kingswood as home to the birth of the non-

conformist religious movement.

Mayor Norris said: “For far too long

Whitfield Tabernacle has been a derelict

eyesore, but that’s set to change thanks to the

dedication of the Whitfield Tabernacle Trust,

and to funding from the West of England

Combined Authority that I’m proud to lead.
Kingswood residents can look forward to the

exciting rebirth of this important part of the

community’s heritage.”

The renovation work forms part of a wider

plan by South Gloucestershire Council to

regenerate the town centre. 

The Metro Mayor also called in at the pop-

up community hub in Kings Chase Shopping

Centre during his visit to Kingwood last

Wednesday to talk to local councillors and

shoppers about the proposed plans. He added

his wish to a board of people’s future hopes

for Kingswood, saying he wanted it to be

“greener, cleaner and better”.

Residents and businesses are being asked for

their comments about the masterplan for the

town centre which envisages pedestrianising

the east part of Regent Street, with a northern

outbound route for traffic and a southern

inbound route. Four distinct zones are

planned – a Mixed Commercial Quarter,

Live/Work Urban Lifestyles Quarter, a

Civic Quarter and the Historic & Cultural

Heart.  

The public consultation runs until 10th

October. To find out more head to

https://consultations.southglos.gov.uk/Kings

woodMasterplan
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Metro Mayor inspects renovation work on
Grade I building as part of regeneration scheme

Metro Mayor Dan Norris
(centre) pictured with
Whitfield Tabernacle
trustees, from left, Cllr
April Begley, Cllr Pat
Rooney, the Rev
Anthony Hick, Cllr Kim
Scudamore, and Richard
Thompson, contract
manager and director of
Carrek, the conservation
contractors doing the
work

Mr Norris adds his wish to the board



Local venues are taking part in the annual Heritage Open

Days scheme, England's largest festival of history and

culture that takes place this month. 

From 10th to 19th September, places are throwing open their

doors to celebrate their heritage, community and history and

it is a chance to visit them for free.

Among the places taking part in Bath and North East

Somerset are Saltford Brass Mill, the most complete survivor

of an extensive group of 18th century mills in the Avon

Valley that were engaged in the production of copper and

brass goods.

The mill at The Shallows will be open both this weekend and

next weekend from 10am to 4pm.

And at Culverhay Archaeology Centre in Bath on Thursday

16th September you can explore archaeological finds from

Keynsham and Bath including objects such as Roman

mosaics and medieval abbey architecture. There are tours at

10am, noon and 2pm and booking is required – email

romanbaths_enquiries@bathnes.gov.uk

In South Gloucestershire, Avon Industrial Buildings Trust’s

Brandy Bottom Colliery, accessed from Avon Cycle Path

410, near Coxgrove Hill, will be open this Saturday and

Sunday (11th and 12th) from 10.30am to 3.30pm. 

Visitors can get a guided tour around the remains of the

surface buildings of the 19th century coal mine, which are in

the process of being conserved. This is a working site with

rough paths, slopes and steps, some of which are steep.

Appropriate footwear is advised.

Kingswood Heritage Museum Trust in Tower Lane,

Warmley, will also be open this weekend from 11am to 5pm

on both days. And the unique 18th century pleasure garden

hidden behind William Champion’s brass mill (now the

museum) and his pin factory (now the Clocktower) will also

be open from 11am to 4pm each day.

Champion’s Grade II listed garden has an astonishing hidden

grotto and visitors will be able to make their way through the

fantastical gaping jaws of grotesque ‘faces’ into candle-lit

tunnels, past a pool fed by a tumbling cascade which once

flowed from the brass works. 

Beyond the grotto, is the giant Statue of Neptune, once

towering above a huge lake, the rare ‘snail’ viewing mound

and Echo Pond, and Champion’s summer house in the

woods.

This weekend people can also visit Warmley’s Grade II listed

Midland Railway Signal Box, surrounded by a community

garden. The signal box has levers in situ and there is also a

viewing area downstairs. It is open from noon to 5pm on both

days.

The National Trust’s Dyrham Park is also welcoming visitors

for free this Saturday. During your visit you can stretch your

legs through the parkland and take in the views right over to

Wales. And Frenchay Chapel, the oldest purpose-built non-

conformist chapel in the country still in use by a Unitarian

congregation, will be open on Saturday 18th September from

2pm to 5pm.

For a full list of all the venues taking part visit

www.heritageopendays.org.uk
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Experience local history,
architecture and culture for free 

1940s weekend at Avon Valley Railway
Avon Valley Railway is turning the clocks back for a weekend

of vintage fun and a look at what life was like during World War

Two. 

The event takes place at the heritage railway in Bitton on 18th

and 19th September. The car park will be full of military

vehicles and re-enactor displays. There will be 1940s style

entertainment from Jayne Darling throughout the weekend.

Parking for the weekend will be in Keynsham at the car park

opposite the Lock Keeper pub with a free vintage bus transfer

to Bitton Station. 

Mark Simmons, the railway’s commercial and business

manager, said: “Our 1940s weekend is one of our most popular

events of the year. We’re still limiting numbers to help keep

everyone safe so advance booking is highly recommended.”

Tickets for the event and train ride cost £10 for adults, £9 for

concessions and £7 for children. Access to the displays only is

£5 although these are limited

Find out more at www.avonvalleyrailway.org Jayne Darling

Warmley Signal Box

Saltford Brass Mill

Brandy Bottom Colliery



10                                                                                                                                                                                                                    The Week in • Wednesday 8th September 2021

37 bus needs a decent

timetable
Dear Editor    

Now that more people are using the buses, isn't

it about time a decent timetable was introduced

on the 37, rather than just the two journeys a day

it currently runs? 

With the schools going back this week, two extra

school day only journeys in each direction will

be running on the 37 but they will only operate

between Hanham and Oldfield School which is

of no use to anybody travelling to work or

college in Bath from the Longwell Green and

Hanham areas. Surely it would make more sense

to extend one of the morning school journeys to

Bath Bus Station so then it could be useful to

other people and not just the school children

travelling to Oldfield School. The 37 can't go on

forever just running two journeys a day between

Bath and Bristol. 

I think a consultation should be carried out by

First Bus to establish the level of demand for bus

services in the local area and the results of the

consultation used in the planning of future bus

service changes. 

Adam

Floral tribute
Dear Editor    

My friends will not believe that I am NOT

writing to you with a moan! 

No, this time I am full of praise for the beautiful

floral displays around Keynsham. They are a

credit to whoever is responsible for them as I

know it must take a lot of work with watering,

deadheading, etc. to keep them in such lovely

condition. They bring such joy to me and, I am

sure to so many others and certainly help to

brighten up what is sometimes a gloomy day. So

thank you so much.

Julia Chandler

Thanks to ‘Polecat’ 
Dear Stephen & Becky    

I would like through The Week In to say thank

you to the chap from ‘Riverside’ recycling

outside The Talbot in Keynsham enjoying

leaving drinks with a colleague at lunchtime on

Friday 27th August.

He rescued me when I didn’t notice the step

behind a table and fell backwards over it, landing

on the floor in my usual dignified fashion!

A nice chap who apparently goes by the name of

‘Polecat’ helped me back up and organised one

of his mates to assist him, once I was ready to

stand up. I hope you all enjoyed your celebration

drinks.

Helen Chisnell

Horse muck is becoming

a real problem
Dear Editor    

I would like to bring the attention of readers to

the issue of horse poo around Keynsham. 

This issue is centred around Manor Road and the

roads connecting to Saltford. It seems to have

spread somewhat in the last few months, with

more horse poo gathering on the roads.

I argue this should not be allowed as it creates

an eyesore and bad smell for local residents and

to passers-by. It is quite unpleasant to have

between the gaps of tyres. Additionally, it can

pose a risk to cyclists due to either running

through it or manoeuvring around it, especially

on the narrow roads commonly found.

Furthermore, if dog poo is legally required to be

picked up, then surely so should horse poo.

There are ways to respond to the current

‘inconvenience’ of this, as we surely can develop

some sort of waste catcher to ensure the poo does

not even go on the road and can be disposed of

either in a bin or upon returning home. And this

is but one suggestion, I’m sure that other ideas

can emerge with some time for thought.

Name & address supplied

End the Cage Age
Dear Editor    

In a welcome move, the European Commission

recently announced it plans to ‘End the Cage

Age’ for all farmed animals, committing to

introduce legislation to phase out caged

production systems. Yet every year across the

UK, millions of farmed animals suffer in cages

where they are unable to express their natural

behaviours. The Commission has also indicated

that it will look to ban the import of food

produced in caged systems. As a result, inaction

may also prevent trade with our nearest and

largest export market and could ultimately

damage the entire British farming industry.

Caged, industrial-scale farming is cruel,

unnecessary, and clearly doesn’t make good

business sense as consumer appetite for meat,

eggs and dairy produced to higher welfare

standards is increasing. Unless the UK

Government acts now, our animal welfare

standards here will fall significantly behind those

of the EU. I am the lead signatory on a petition

that calls on the Government to ban the use of

all cages for farmed animals - because a life in a

cage is no life at all.

The UK Government has dithered for too long,

while our European neighbours are leading the

charge in a move towards more humane farming

systems. How much more scientific evidence is

needed for the UK Government to do the right

thing? It’s time for action. It’s time to End the

Cage Age!

Deborah Meaden

Patron of Compassion in World Farming

New benches coming
Dear Editor    

Just a quick word to Mr Chalker (Letters, Issue

694). The council improvements as part of the

public realm scheme (whether popular or not) do

include new benches and seating, or they

certainly did when the plans were put forward,

so please don't write off Keynsham just yet. I

would have thought that with all the work going

on in the High Street this might have been

obvious! However, the reported delays and lack

of communication about timings of works is

concerning. When it is all finished there will then

be the Rock Road sewer system closure and

phase 2 Temple Street to contend with. 

I don't think there has been a single year in the

last 10 when Keynsham has not had road

disruption of some kind or another.

Chris

In the dark over bus

arrival times
Dear Becky    

My fellow Labour councillor Andrea Reid,

working together with The Week In, recently ran

a brilliant campaign to successfully retain the 17

bus service from Keynsham – Southmead

Hospital, and thoroughly deserves all the

accolades. The only issue now is knowing what

times the buses operate, especially when

catching it from Staple Hill!

The Portcullis bus stop, as it is known, has no

real time electronic screen giving arrival times,

neither has it a pasted up-to-date timetable

within the bus shelter. This stop is very well

used, as it serves residents from Staple Hill,

Mangotsfield and Downend and beyond who use

the No 17 bus as a connection to the hospital

since losing the previous straight through service

several years ago. Passengers tend to be elderly

and non-car drivers, and many do not own a

smart phone, and even if they do, may struggle

with the various apps to download information.

I understand that the pasted timetables were

taken down on most bus stops at the beginning

of COVID, as the times were constantly

changing, but we are very gradually coming out

of COVID into more familiar lifestyle routines,

and they have not been replaced.

I am looking forward to working with our new

Labour Metro Mayor to installing more screens

and updating the timetables, as quickly as

possible for our bus-using residents.

Cllr Michael Bell

LETTERS
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SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 12th September

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green

(10.30am-4pm) 

Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm) 

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)

Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park 

(9.30am-4.30pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG

(9am-7pm) 

Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH

(10am-4pm)

Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)

Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds

(10am-4pm)

Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway

(11am-5pm)

Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard

Families who have had to flee Afghanistan are expected

to arrive soon in Bath and North East Somerset.

They will be offered accommodation through the

Government’s refugee resettlement scheme.

B&NES Council says that thanks to an excellent community

response to a request for suitable rental properties, it has

secured several affordable, sustainable homes and is offering

these to the Home Office for Afghan families in the first

wave of resettlement.

The Home Office is in the process of matching families to

the properties and the first families are expected to arrive

soon. 

The families are arriving under the Afghan Locally

Employed Scheme (ALES) which offers refuge for those

who had to flee Afghanistan because they had been working

with the security forces. The work is being led and co-

ordinated by the council supported by Bath Welcomes

Refugees and the charity Julian House, which helps the

homeless.

Kevin Guy, the council’s leader, said: “Since we made a

request for residents to come forward with offers of rented

accommodation for those families in urgent need, the

response from the local community has been incredible.

Everyone has been so moved by the appalling scenes we

have all witnessed on the news.

“Many residents have offered us spare rooms in their houses,

and lots of people have also offered their self-contained rental

properties and annexes to us. Unfortunately we have not been

able to accept these because the Home Office is clear that

they are only able to place families in self-contained

accommodation with private facilities. However, we have

referred people on to Room for Refugees and Refugees at

Home who are able to accept these kinds of generous offers.

Thank you very much to everyone who has offered their

support.”

Some of the properties the council has secured are furnished

and ready to let but some need furnishing. Residents have

offered furniture and Bath Welcomes Refugees and Julian

House have offered their support as well.   

Dine Romero, Cabinet member for Children & Young

People, Communities & Culture, said: “We are beyond

fortunate to have such a warm and welcoming community in

Bath and North East Somerset who have made so many kind

offers over the past few weeks. We hope to continue to

resettle more families under the ALES scheme and the

Afghan Citizens’ Resettlement Scheme, so we would still

like to hear from anyone who has self-contained

accommodation for rent.

“Thanks also to everyone who has offered to donate furniture

and other items. We may make requests again soon for

specific items that we still need.” 

Neighbouring Bristol and South Gloucestershire have also

said they will play their part in supporting people resettled

from Afghanistan following the dramatic changes there, as

we reported in Issue 693.

B&NES set to welcome first Afghan families
after incredible community response

Kevin Guy

How you can help 
Among the charities helping those who have fled from

Afghanistan is Aid Box Community in Bristol, which

provides support, supplies and sanctuary to refugees and

asylum seekers. 

Items urgently needed (in clean and in good condition)

include men’s small and medium T-shirts, sweatshirts/

hoodies and joggers, new underwear for men and women,

socks, and unopened toiletries particularly moisturiser,

razors, deodorant, soap, toothpaste and toothbrushes.

Put each item into a bag, seal, date and label with what it

is, the size and whether it’s for male, female or unisex.

Deliveries can be made to 174b Cheltenham Road, BS6

5RE, on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 11am to 3pm.

Financial donations can be made at

www.aidboxcommunity.co.uk/

Care4Calais is also helping Afghan refugees. People who

want to donate clothes, shoes, phones or other essentials

can visit https://care4calais.org/ where there are details of

drop-off points, including in Speedwell and Bath. The

charity also welcomes financial donations.



Margaret ‘Dolly’ Amos, who lived in Wick for more than

98 years of her life, has died at the age of 102. 

We reported on the great-grandmother’s 100th birthday in

August 2018, an occasion which she enjoyed with family and

friends at her beloved Wick Chapel. 

Affectionately known to many as Aunty Dolly, she had been

living at Little Croft care home in Oldland Common since

March 2017. She was diagnosed in March of this year with

kidney failure and her health deteriorated rapidly. She died

in the Royal United Hospital in Bath last month.

Margaret Amos (née Best) was born on 20th August 1918 –

six weeks after her father Private Alfred Best died in the

Great War. He is buried at Le Havre and Dolly visited his

grave in France in 1998, a very emotional experience.

Dolly was the youngest of four children, having two older

brothers and a sister. She attended the village school in Wick

and went on to Kingswood Grammar School.

In 1942 she married Wilf Amos, also from Wick, at St

Bartholomew’s Church in the village. Wilf was serving with

the Somerset Light Infantry at the time of their wedding.

Dolly worked as a secretary at Carsons factory in

Mangotsfield and became a seamstress after her only child

Kay was born in 1946. Dolly never had a sewing lesson in

her life but had a natural talent. She went on to make more

than 30 wedding dresses – the first bride being her niece

Brenda – as well as numerous bridesmaid dresses, smocked

dresses and countless trouser repairs.

Dolly had one grandchild, Mark, who was born in 1972. She

continued living independently in her home in Naishcombe

Hill for more than 20 years after Wilf’s death in 1996, before

moving to Little Croft in Barry Road.

Unfortunately, her 101st birthday was spent in hospital due

to a fall, but she still had many visitors, and on return to Little

Croft was looked after very well. Kay tells us that Dolly had

an amazing number of visitors from 2017 until the home was

forced to close to visitors in March 2020 because of the

pandemic. 

Dolly’s only contact with family and friends then was via her

mobile phone which gave her so much pleasure. When the

care home was allowed to reopen, Dolly was allowed only

family visitors and spent her 102nd birthday in a very

different way, but Kay said staff at the home made her day

as special as possible. 

Dolly continued to enjoy knitting but the deterioration in her

eyesight made it difficult. Due to the constant changes in the

COVID rules, Christmas was difficult for her to cope with.

Kay and Dolly’s grandson Mark were regular visitors when

they were allowed. 

Dolly, who had two great-grandchildren, Tom and Ellie, died

on 14th August, just six days before her 103rd birthday. Her

funeral is next Monday (13th September) at Wick Chapel

(United Reformed Church) at 2pm when the eulogy will

draw on Dolly’s own words as she wrote a book about her

life.

The bereavement announcement in our edition last week

stated that donations could be made via the Co-op

Funeralcare in Keynsham, but the family have informed us

that this is no longer possible. Donations in Dolly’s memory

can instead be made directly to Wick United Reformed

Church.

Crossword
ACROSS
1. Brief struggle (8)

5. Hence (4)

9. Poison (7)

10. Wrest (anag.) (5)

11. ----- deadly sins (5)

13. Sturgeon roe (6)

15. Absolutely not
(inf.) (2,3)

17. Carrying board (4)

19. Rowing blade (3)

20. Boast (4)

21. Enlist (5)

23. Sumptuous (2,4)

24. State of oblivion (5)

28. Overweight (5)

29. Draft (7)

30. Satisfy completely
(4)

31. Embarrassed (8)

DOWN

1. Of that kind (4)

2. Picture (5)

3. Unmarried girl (6)

4. Ooze (4)

6. Bird of prey (7)

7. Drainage system (8)

8. Test metals (5)

12. Not any person (2,3)

13. Christmas hymn (5)

14. Scholarly (8)

16. Armed conflict (3)

18. Illness (7)

21. Distinguish oneself (5)

22. Small (6)

25. Russian pancake (5)

26. Scottish lake (4)

27. Net (4)

Aunty Dolly dies, aged 102
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Dolly as a child with her
grandfather George Gough

Margaret ‘Dolly’ Amos 
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Bristol City Council’s commitment to the

city’s goal of reversing the decline in

wildlife, and managing and creating space

for nature, has been outlined in its

Ecological Emergency Action Plan

launched by the Mayor at Eastwood Farm

Nature Reserve.

At the Brislington site, where a project to

restore grassland and increase wildflower

planting is continuing, Mayor Marvin Rees

and Nicola Beech, the Cabinet member for

Climate, Ecology, Waste & Energy, unveiled

the council’s four-year plan which will ensure nature is

embedded into all council decisions, as part of the next phase

of work following the city’s declaration of an ecological

emergency last year. 

Boosting nature in Bristol 

Marvin Rees, Mayor of Bristol (fourth from left), and Nicola Beech, Cabinet
member for Climate, Ecology, Waste & Energy (far left) with volunteers from

Friends of Eastwood Farm and members of Avon Wildlife Trust at a clearance
and wildflower planting project at Eastwood Farm

Metro Mayor to welcome Zero Carbon Tour 
Metro Mayor Dan Norris will be urging businesses and

local organisations to take immediate action and cut carbon

emissions as the West of England Combined Authority and

University of the West of England host Planet Mark’s Zero

Carbon Tour on Friday afternoon (10th September).

The first 100% electric coach in the UK will be stopping

off at the Frenchay campus on its way through the UK to

the UN’s Climate Change Conference (COP26) in

Glasgow in November.

Mr Norris said: “The climate emergency is humanity’s

most urgent crisis, and across the West of England we all

need to play a part in beating it. I look forward to officially

welcoming the Zero Carbon Tour as it rolls into the West

of England, and to seeing how it supports the enthusiasm

and commitment of everyone locally to meet our ambitious

goal of net zero carbon by 2030.”
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B&NES Council won’t be seeking to ban

HGVs from using Cleveland Bridge in

Bath once major repair work is finished.

The recommendation, due to be agreed by

the Cabinet tomorrow (Thursday), has been

welcomed in neighbouring South

Gloucestershire where there have been

concerns about the impact of traffic being re-

routed through the district and about Bath

MP Wera Hobhouse’s campaign for the ban

on vehicles over 18 tonnes using the bridge

to be made permanent. 

The bridge forms part of the north-south

strategic route between the south coast and

M4, with the predominant flow being

between the A36 and A46. 

A temporary Traffic Regulation Order (TRO)

restricting HGVs over 18 tonnes from using

Grade II* listed Cleveland Bridge was made

in February 2020. Refurbishment work

began in May of this year and since the end

of June, the bridge has been closed to all

except emergency vehicles. Once work is

complete, the temporary weight restriction

will no longer apply, says the report to

Cabinet.

The bridge is currently open for pedestrians

and cyclists but remains closed to vehicles

until later this month.

The report to the Cabinet highlights concerns

from both South Gloucestershire and

Wiltshire councils about the impact of the

closure of Cleveland Bridge. It says:

“Wiltshire Council officers have been

liaising with B&NES officers since 2019

regarding the diversion route along the A350

for the bridge closure when repair work is

being undertaken. This included signage for

the temporary 18-tonne limit and signage for

the diversion. Following the implementation

of the Clean Air Zone, Wiltshire Council

requested monitoring which Government has

not approved. 

“The local media has reported complaints

from residents in Wiltshire of increased

traffic and impact on their AQMA (Air

Quality Management Area). In April 2021

Wiltshire Council notified B&NES Council

that they would no longer support the

diversion route and would not give consent

for their network to be used.” 

The report adds: “South Gloucestershire

Council have raised concerns about

increased traffic and the impact on their

AQMA (Air Quality Management Area).

They have given consent for the use of the

M4 and ring road for the temporary diversion

route. They have previously indicated that

they would be concerned about traffic impact

if BANES promoted a permanent 18-tonne

weight restriction on Cleveland Bridge.”

In 2012, B&NES put an experimental 18-

tonne weight restriction on movements

between Bathwick Street, on which

Cleveland Bridge is located, and the A36

Beckford Road but following an appeal to

the Department for Transport by Wiltshire

Council, Somerset County Council and

Highways England, it was ruled that B&NES

had breached legislation as it hadn’t secured

the agreement of affected authorities. 

The report to B&NES Cabinet tomorrow

says changes to the use of Cleveland Bridge

needs to be approached from a regional and

even national perspective. “B&NES does not

currently have the agreement of other

neighbouring local authorities or the

Highways Agency for an alternative primary

route network route…it is considered highly

likely that, were B&NES to make a TRO

now, it would be appealed and the Secretary

of State would be likely to allow the appeal

for the same reasons as set out in 2012.”

This week Steve Reade, Cabinet Member for

Regeneration, Environment & Strategic

Infrastructure, said: “We are pleased to see

that colleagues on B&NES Council have

recognised the significant issues and impact

that permanent restrictions on Cleveland

Bridge would pose on rural communities in

South Gloucestershire and would urge them

to continue searching for alternative means

by which to improve air quality without

negatively impacting neighbouring

communities. 

“We look forward to working in partnership

through the West of England Combined

Authority to help achieve this.”

Relief as B&NES Council recognises impact  

Steve Reade 
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New data shows air quality is improving

both in Bath city centre and outside the

Clean Air Zone (CAZ), says a report

being considered by B&NES Council’s

Cabinet tomorrow (Thursday). 

The Clean Air Zone was launched in

March to tackle harmful levels of air

pollution caused by the most polluting

taxis, vans, buses and larger commercial

vehicles regularly driving in the city. 

The report reveals that nitrogen dioxide

(NO2) levels have dropped by more than

12% compared with the same quarter in

2019 but have the potential to exceed

government limits at four locations in the

zone - Cleveland Place East junction,

Dorchester Street, Victoria Buildings and

Wells Road near the Churchill Bridge

gyratory.

The number of chargeable non-compliant

vehicles entering the zone since its launch

has dropped, with the percentage of

compliant vehicles in the chargeable

categories (taxis, vans LGVs, buses,

coaches and HGVs) increasing by an

average of 49%.

All but three of the 220 buses that operate

on scheduled routes in the zone and more

than 90% of HGVs and 90% of taxis

travelling into the zone are now compliant

with emission standards. 

Sarah Warren, the council’s deputy leader

and the Cabinet member for Climate &

Sustainable Travel, said: “We are also

keeping a very close eye on whether non-

compliant traffic is being displaced to

areas outside the CAZ. Traffic monitoring

indicates that volumes are still down by

9% compared with the same quarter in

2018, but we are investigating where

residents and communities have raised

concerns.”

Bath’s air quality improving
but four sites are a concern

of re-routing HGVs

Repair work on Cleveland Bridge which is closed
to vehicles until later this month
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Voted one of the top 20 care homes in the South West,

The Gables is a family-owned residential care home set

in a quiet, residential area of Hanham, perfectly

located for local shops, post offices and parks. 

Our home is run by Paul and Jacky Edwards, Jacky being

a registered nurse with an extensive background in

hospital nursing. 

As a small home with only 20 rooms, we are able to create

a warm and homely environment where strong

relationships are built between the staff and residents,

something you may not find in a larger home where the

rotation of staff can be unpredictable. 

It’s wonderful for the residents’ families to visit and spend

time with them, but for them to create friendships within

their home is so important and we love to watch the

relationships blossom each day.

Our mission at The Gables is to abandon loneliness and

offer all our residents the time, care and warmth they need

to really feel at home. Every resident is special and valued

individually, so the care we provide is unique too. Safety

is paramount. Our incredible manager Ann Aubrey and

our highly skilled team of carers are the reason our home

is so homely and full of friendships. Everything we do is

underpinned by the principals of kindness, empathy,

integrity, respect and trust. Ann will help you with any

questions about The Gables or elderly care in general to

assist you with a loved one who seeks the security and

company that a residential care home can give.

Each resident has their own private, comfortable and fully

furnished room with en-suite facilities. Residents may use

their own furniture if they wish and bring any personal

items with them that will help them to feel more at home.

Everyone is welcome to join in with organised activities,

listen to music or just watch TV and enjoy the company

of the staff and other residents. There are also quiet

A warm and welcoming home providing 
Advertising feature

The Gables

The Gables is homely and full of friendships
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corners for relaxing where you may find one of our house

cats sleeping.

Our team of carers have been trained to a high standard

to manage medical emergencies and complex conditions;

they constantly keep our home safe, entertained and

happy, even during the pandemic. The success of our care

home is a result of our ability to value both our residents

and staff equally. We do this by being committed to

investing in our staff, providing them with expert training

and offering skill development opportunities that will

allow them to deliver the highest standards of care to you

and your loved ones. There’s no doubt it’s been a struggle

but we are so proud of our little home and the close-knit

family we have become. It’s been hard on our residents

not being able to see their families which is why we’re so

proud of the friendships formed in our home between one

another where they can truly thrive and enjoy life together. 

We encourage our residents to live as independently as

possible while providing assistance where needed.

Residents can make use of our full activities programme

which keeps them entertained with stimulating activities

such as exercise classes, yoga and ball games, as well as

fun activities like arts and crafts, bingo and karaoke. 

As you enter our home you’ll be greeted by the smell of

delicious homecooked meals, our varied menu is able to

support any allergies or dietary requirements. We provide

24-hour tailored one-to-one residential care, day care,

palliative care, early onset dementia care, complex care

needs, respite care and short-stay care. 

Our manager Ann will arrange doctors’ visits or the

district nurse will provide nursing assistance in the home

as necessary, together with chiropody, hairdressing and

specialist health professionals as required. The staff really

get to know the residents and this of course ensures they

always receive the attention and care they need. The

Gables also has its own beauty salon if residents feel like

getting their hair and nails done or just being pampered

for a while.

We are so happy to be restarting day care services again,

enabling us to help those needing some assistance

occasionally, or taking the weight off those family

members returning to work.

special care for your loved ones
Advertising feature

The lovely gardens

Staff and residents having fun
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A scheme which helps homeless young people in Bath and

North East Somerset is appealing for new host

households.

Nightstop, run by the YMCA and supported by B&NES

Council, offers emergency temporary accommodation for 16

to 25-year-olds by providing a safe, supportive bed for the

night in the home of a host volunteer. 

A young person can stay for one to seven nights to give

themselves and agencies the opportunity to look for

appropriate housing and avoid ending up on the street.

Find out more at a drop-in event next Tuesday (14th

September) from 3pm to 6.30pm at the YMCA in Broad

Street, Bath, or contact the YMCA at nightstop@ymca-

bg.org

Could you give a bed to
a young person in crisis?

Someone broke the rear window to enter a van parked

at The Labbott in Keynsham between 5pm on Monday

30th August and 9am the following day. Items of

powered gardening equipment were stolen. If you have

any information about this incident, call the police on

101 or Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111.

Theft from van

Keep in touch, let us know what

you think, send us your news

www.facebook.com/theweekin



The Week in • Wednesday 8th September 2021                                                                                                                                                                                                                   19

Three men aged over 90

and still playing golf led a

competition which raised

more than £400 for the

Royal British Legion.

Don Norris, Ray Bevan and

Ken Kelloway captained

teams made up of players

from the seniors section at

Saltford Golf Club for their

Seniors 90+ Challenge Cup.

There were three teams of 25

in the special Royal British

Legion Charity Stableford,

with Don’s team coming out

on top with 352 points from

Ray’s side with 344, while

Ken’s team finished on 343.

The points were based on the

scores of the 10 best players in each team, with Dairmid

O’Mahoney winning the individual prize with 39 points.

Terry Box had the same score but lost on count back.

The event raised £415 for the Poppy Appeal golf fund in the

Royal British Legion’s centenary year. Peter Smith thanked

the Saltford golfers on behalf of the RBL. He said: “This is

hugely appreciated and goes towards the work undertaken

by us throughout the UK for those who have served their

country, in times past and closer to the present.”

A Saltford seniors section spokesman said: “With next year

being the 40th anniversary of the Falklands conflict, it seems

a good reason to stage another event for this worthwhile

cause.”

Golf competition raises £415
for Royal British Legion

Keynsham Mencap visited Alexandra Bowling Club in

Bath recently as part of their scheme to try different

sports.

The group arrived with two volunteers, and qualified

coaches Felicity and Danny Kite showed them the basics

of delivering the bowls, delivering the jack and cantering

it on the rink. 

Everyone enjoyed the afternoon and the group were

invited to come back again to have another go.

Bowling club hosts
Keynsham Mencap

Triumphant captain Don Norris (centre), Ken Kelloway (left) & Ray Bevan
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Ring Road Path users in the Barrs Court area may have

recently noticed the appearance of new high visibility

bollards at various road intersections and high visibility

tape applied to several safety barriers along the path.

The aim being to improve user safety and enhance route

waymarking, particularly in low light/dark conditions -

the new bollards replacing less user-friendly hazardous

concrete and metal bollards.

Introduction of these improvements has been achieved

through an excellent team effort involving the Bristol

East Fringe Cycling & Walking Group (BEFCWG),

South Glos Council, Oldland Parish Council and Cllrs

Sam & Liz Bromiley and Cllr Toby Savage.

It is recognised that further improvements are required on this

important active travel route, particularly in terms of better

waymarking, safety signage/markings and clear signage to

convey the important message that the Ring Road Path (like

the Railway Path) is a Shared Path for use by everybody with

due care and consideration for all other path users.

The BEFCWG, which has recently become an autonomous

Community Association, has representation and interest from

several town/parish councils and local residents. The Group

aim is to promote active travel in all forms, whether that be

walking, cycling, wheeling, etc. Working with local partners,

the Group campaigns for improvements that will help make

active travel an attractive and preferred mode of transport,

particularly for those shorter local journeys.

The Group is always keen to attract new members and

receive ideas & feedback from the community, so please feel

free to get in touch with Jon Parker (Group Chairperson –

jon.parker@oldlandparishcouncil.co.uk or tel: 0750 484

1569). Alternatively, just drop into one of our group meetings

- currently being held on Zoom. The meeting links and further

information about the Group can be found in the Cycling &

Walking section of the Oldland Parish Council website -

Cycling & Walking Initiative : Oldland Parish Council

Tai Chi Shibashi Classes 

A Tai Chi Shibashi class is starting at Longwell Green Community Centre at 
Shellards Road, from Wednesday 15 September 2021 at 11am. The classes will 
take place outside in the Basketball Court, next to the tennis courts at the back of 
the Community Centre, so this should be a Covid safe environment. Although the 
football ground is having extensive work done at the moment, there is still access 
to the Basketball Court. 

Tai Chi Shibashi for health and wellbeing is a gentle, flowing exercise routine that 
is both a joy to do and deeply relaxing. It improves balance, breathing and 
flexibility, is easy to learn, calms the mind and reduces stress, and after the last 18 
months we could all do with reducing our stress level. This is an ideal exercise for 
those of us who are getting a little older and want to improve our health. 

The lessons are free, and hopefully fun, so come along and give it a try. 

Margaret Bryant. 

You are invited to join the Chairman of Oldland Parish

Council, Councillor Richard Pope accompanied by the

Chairman of Bitton Parish Council, for the launch of the

Poppy Appeal at:

The Garden of Remembrance on Payne Green

(off Craven Way, Barrs Court)

FRIDAY 29 OCTOBER 2021 at 10.45am

Oldland Parish Council has returned to face to face

meetings as the lockdown has eased. Great care has been

exercised and all appropriate Covid protocols continue to

be adhered to.

The Parish Council ordinarily meets on the third Tuesday

of the month and with effect from September will resume

meeting at Longwell Green Community Centre as follows:

21 September, 19 October, 16 November, 21 December

Parishioners are always welcome at any meeting of the

Council and time is allocated for ‘public participation’.

All Committee meetings are held on Thursday at Cadbury

Heath Hall. Full details of all meetings are available on the

website: http://oldlandparishcouncil.co.uk/ 

STOP PRESS!!!

The latest Parish Newsletter is now out! Please see the

website for the e-edition but if you would prefer a paper

copy one can be picked up from local shops, venues and

the library or by request from the Clerk.

The dedication stone of the Thomas Purnell Gully

almshouses at Longwell Green has been re-cut.

The Trustees agreed to opt for the historic spelling of

'Longwells Green' in recognition of the original

benefector's intent in 1897.

If you are passing, make sure you have a look.

WALLED GARDENS

Winner: 1 Great Dowles, Cadbury Heath BS30 8AN

Runner-up: 89 Longbeach Road, Longwell Green BS30 9XD

CONTAINER GARDENS

Winner: 1 Frampton Court, Barrs Court BS30 7DL

Runner-up: 9 Sunnyvale Drive, Longwell Green BS30 9UE

Runner-up: 105 California Road, Oldland Common BS30

8AY

OPEN PLAN GARDENS

Joint Winners: 171 and 173 Longbeach Road, Longwell

Green BS30 9YD

Runner-up: 1 Shellards Road, Longwell Green BS30 9DU

SMALL GARDENS

Winner: 18 Handford Way, Longwell Green BS30 9XG

Runner-up: 29 Longbeach Road, Longwell Green BS30 9UA

LANDSCAPED GARDENS

Winner: 91 Moorcroft Drive, Barrs Court BS30 7DZ

Runner-up: 168 Earlstone Crescent, Cadbury Heath BS30

8AJ

ALLOTMENT GARDENS

Winner HGR: Plot 17

Runner-up HGR: Plot 11

Runner-up HGR: Plot 63

Commended HGR: Plot 46

Commended HGR: Plot 57

Joint Winners WGC: Plot 4 and Plot 9

Runner-up WGC: Plot 20

Commended WGC: Plot 21

COMMUNITY GARDENS

Winner: Alfred Lovell Gardens

Garden of Remembrance

PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS

Thomas Purnell
Gully almshouses

Parish in Bloom Competition Winners 2021

Ring Road Path – Bollards & Barriers!

Oldland Parish Council
The Community Page



After the disruption caused by lockdown, clairvoyant

medium Steve Holbrook returns to Hanham next month

as part of his UK tour.

A regular visitor to the area for a number of years, his

appearance at Hanham Community Centre on Sunday 3rd

October promises to be another rollercoaster ride of emotion

for the anticipated packed house. 

Describing his role as a “telephone exchange between this

world and the spirit world”, his ability to pass on messages

of reassurance to people who have lost loved ones is his way

of helping people understand that “life continues, just simply

in a different dimension”.

One of Steve’s best friends is the BAFTA Award-winner Jane

McDonald. Steve met her in a Spiritualist Church many years

ago and predicted she would be a TV star. She didn’t believe

it, but a year later she was the star of The Cruise and had the

biggest selling debut album of all time. She dedicated her

autobiography to Steve, calling him her inspiration and guru.

Steve Holbrook has also written three books and has raised

thousands of pounds for charities.

Tickets for his Hanham show, which starts at 7.30pm, are

£17 and can be booked at www.steveholbrook.co.uk

There is a telephone booking number (Monday to

Wednesday, 9am to noon) on 01823 666292 or you can pay

on the night (£18, cash only).
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Vacancy

to fill?
Advertising in The

Week In is an

effective and low

cost option. 

Call Tracy on

0117 986 0381. 

Situations

Vacant

Clairvoyant medium
returns to Hanham

South Gloucestershire Council has approved plans to

change the use of an area of woodland in the nature reserve

next to Willsbridge Mill to a forestry school.

The outside classroom will have seating, new access paths

a bridge, badger hide, mud kitchen and compost toilet.

The site is on land next to the Grade II listed mill buildings

run by the group Willsbridge Mill Community Refresh

(WMCR) under lease from the council. 

The group is working towards the long-term sustainability

of Willsbridge Mill and its gardens and works closely

with Avon Wildlife Trust, which runs the nature

reserve.

WMCR has already secured £43,800 from the Heritage

Lottery Fund for the forestry school.

Forestry school plans are approved

Is your community, voluntary or social enterprise group in

need of financial support for a project, service, event or

activity that benefits residents across South

Gloucestershire?

The council’s Area Wide Grant scheme is currently

available and the deadline for submitting applications is

midnight on 15th October. This is the second and final

round for the financial year 2021/22.

This grant can be used to support community projects,

services, events or activities that will benefit residents in

at least six of the 14 Community Engagement Forum areas

(for more information see www.southglos.gov.uk/cef).

The maximum grant amount is £3,000, although there is

flexibility for higher awards for both exceptional

circumstances and budget availability. For more

information visit website www.southglos.gov.uk/AWG

Last chance to apply for grant scheme

People can find out about the range of roles currently

available in the health and care sector at a recruitment

fair at the Guildhall in Bath on Tuesday 21st September.

The fair is in support of Bath and North East Somerset’s

Proud to Care campaign, which has been celebrating those

already working in a caring role and helping employers to

recruit new staff. Visitors will have a chance to talk to them

about available roles, training courses and apprenticeships.

The job fair takes place between 10am and 2pm. To book

a place visit  https://tinyurl.com/5uxx7xjd

Recruitment fair
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Crossword SolutionSudoku Solutions
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2-Hard1-Easy

Garden Services

Aerials Aerials

Appliances

Blinds

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM Carpet Cleaning

Service Directory
Electrical

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting at

2 weeks

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting at

2 weeks

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting at

2 weeks

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting at

2 weeks

Car Repairs Chimney Sweeps

Architectural

Services

Driveways
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Service Directory
Home

Maintenance

Plumbing Book a series

of adverts

and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4.20 per

centimetre (min 5cm)

The more weeks you

book the cheaper

each insertion

becomes

1 week - £21

2 weeks - £18.90

4 wk - £17.85

6 wk - £16.80

8 wk - £15.75

12 wk - £14.70

26 wk - £13.65

52 wk - £12.60

All prices per week

exc VAT

You don't have to book

successive weeks. 

You can choose

fortnightly, monthly 

or specific insertion

dates as long as the

total number of

insertions booked

corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting

at 2 weeks

Book a series

of adverts

and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4.20 per

centimetre (min 5cm)

The more weeks you

book the cheaper

each insertion

becomes

1 week - £21

2 weeks - £18.90

4 wk - £17.85

6 wk - £16.80

8 wk - £15.75

12 wk - £14.70

26 wk - £13.65

52 wk - £12.60

All prices per week

exc VAT

You don't have to book

successive weeks. 

You can choose

fortnightly, monthly 

or specific insertion

dates as long as the

total number of

insertions booked

corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting

at 2 weeks

Tree Services

Rubbish 
Clearance

Cheap and fast
We load and clear any 

household, garden, garage 
and shed clearance

Free estimates
Fully licensed
85% recycled

Call 0117 9373009
at anytime to book

Roofing

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Telephone

Engineers
Waste Disposal

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Wigs

Locksmiths

Painting

& Decorating

Venue Hire
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