
Residents are being urged to lobby their MPs and local

councillors to press for more government funding for

local bus services.

The call comes as next week will see further cuts which will

have a devastating effect on communities in this area. 

The latest services to fall victim to funding cuts are the 18

from Cribbs Causeway to Bath via Kingswood and

Keynsham, and the No 5 from Downend to Bristol City

Centre via Fishponds. 

This follows the withdrawal over the summer of the already

limited 37 Bath-Bristol service via Bitton and Hanham,

which operated with resources connected with Oldfield

School, and the threatened 17 Keynsham to Southmead

Hospital service which was reprieved following public

protest.

The common problem for these services and many others is

that they are unsustainable by fares alone and require support

funding to cover parts or all of the route. This traditionally

comes from local councils

or the local transport

authority, which since 2017

in this region is the West of

England Combined

Authority (WECA).

Local transport campaigner

David Redgewell, of Bus

Users UK, says many of the

problems facing our local

bus routes is due to the

dramatic funding cut the

government has just announced.

“The Department of Transport has been paying £27.3m a

week on local bus subsidies nationwide. But Baroness Vere,

the Parliamentary Under Secretary for Transport, has just

announced the sum it will give from September to April next

year when the Government’s ‘Bus Back Better’ strategy

kicks in is £226m in total, (less than £9m a week).

“Grant Shapps (Secretary of State for Transport) has said

levelling up is about running bus services. First cannot run

our bus network on fares alone. If we don’t get more money,

I don’t see how we can maintain the network. I urge residents

to lobby their MPs, local councillors and the West of England

Combined Authority.”

The cuts to services and timetables which come into effect

this Sunday risk breaking links between local communities

and making some vital journeys impossible to achieve. What

should be fairly straightforward undertakings such as

travelling from Bitton to Bath by public transport, now

require precise timetable planning and take multiples of the

time needed to drive by car. When schools and colleges

return next month, students will no longer be able to travel

by bus from places like Cadbury Heath to St Brendan’s Sixth

Form College in Brislington by changing bus at Keynsham

Church. 

The University of the West of England extension to the 18

bus route, which ran in term time only, will no longer exist

and people with disabilities who use the Vassall Centre in

Fishponds will be unable to reach it by bus.

There has been criticism of the West of England Combined

Authority for the lack of consultation with local councils and

stakeholders over the service cuts, with many only finding

out last week.

Mr Redgewell also sits on the Bristol Transport Board which

in a recent submission to WECA stressed the importance of

maintaining orbital bus services, the likes of which we are

losing or seeing broken up next week. 

He said: “WECA and local council leaders need to sit down

and look where they can find emergency money to fill the

gap. One fairly quick fix might be to extend the 42 bus from

Bitton to Keynsham on certain departures.”

As for a source of short-term government funding to make

up the shortfall until next year’s Build Back Better strategy,

he has another suggestion: “Despite the climate emergency,

the government has committed £27bn to road-building. Now

is the time to divert some of that money towards buses.”

18 bus petition and Metro Mayor’s reaction, see page 2
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A campaign has been launched to save the

Number 18 bus service.

Calling for the West of England Combined

Authority to reconsider its decision to withdraw

funding, councillors Erica Williams and Paul

Hughes, who represent Bitton & Oldland, and

Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore have launched

a petition.

The two councillors said: “This is a shock for

our communities. The Number 18 is a vital

service that is used by many local residents as a

direct route to places like Kingswood,

Keynsham and Bath for commuters, families

and shoppers, and missing out some of our more

rural communities has the potential to leave

them significantly disconnected.

“It is therefore really disappointing to see the

combined authority plans to pull funding,

resulting in many of those smaller communities

losing a lifeline without any opportunity for

consultation. With this petition, we are asking

for residents to show their support and demonstrate

that cutting off funding the Number 18 would be a

mistake.” 

Mr Skidmore added: “It is a shame that the well-

used cross-boundary Number 18 will no longer be

funded through the combined authority,

undermining its purpose in acting as a transport

authority across the West of England. I will be

writing to the Metro Mayor to highlight our

collective concerns and would encourage as many

local residents as possible to sign the petition to

call for the 18 to keep running.”

To sign the petition visit

https://www.chrisskidmore.com/campaigns/save18

bus 

Petition to save the 18 bus Dan Norris accuses
government of
‘short-changing’
Metro Mayor Dan Norris, who has led the West of England Combined

Authority since May, this week said it has quickly become clear that

funding provided by the government is “falling far short” of what is needed

by local communities.

He said: “So-called levelling up is not recognising the unique role buses

play across the West of England and this short-changing by government is

placing our bus services in peril.

“We need government money to head west from London to benefit the

many communities who depend on bus services to get to hospital, to go

shopping, to reach work and study and to enjoy a social life. These are not

luxurious requirements but are bread-and-butter needs for many local

people across the West of England.

“Recent campaigns have rightly highlighted the need for important bus

services like the Number 17, and most recently the Number 18, to be

maintained, but lack of government funding for our region is placing them

under threat. For some time, part of the No 18 route has been subsidised

by money the combined authority received from a development in Charlton

Hayes, but that pot is unfortunately limited.”

He added: “Conservative MPs should please come to me, but first go to

their Prime Minister and their Conservative ministers for the resources to

sort the bus problems they raise. If they can’t get satisfaction from their

party colleagues, I’m happy to work with them to try and secure the

finances our bus services need from the current government.”

Paul Hughes, Erica Williams & Chris Skidmore



B&NES Council announced this week that Keynsham

High Street is going to have to stay closed for much longer

than anticipated because of an unforeseen problem with

drainage works as part of the town centre improvement

works.

The council says it appreciates the frustration and

inconvenience this causes for residents and businesses and it

is working closely with traders to minimise disruption.

Customers and traders are still able to access their premises.

Preparation work on the public realm works began in May

with the project officially beginning on 1st June. As part of

the works the High Street has already been closed to traffic

at all times since the end of June, even though that closure

was advertised as being for three weeks. 

The council says that “great progress” has been made paving

the west side of the street in new high-quality materials along

with re-arranging the Charlton Road junction and installing

new street lighting.

However, it said on Monday: “An unforeseen issue with the

depth available in the pavement on the east side of the street

to install drainage as planned now means that the drainage

has to be placed in the carriageway.

“This means the High Street will remain closed 24 hours a

day, seven days a week while the work is completed. Works

on the drainage will begin in early September, alongside the

installation of new street furniture, the relocation of the bus

stop and delivery of new paving. It is anticipated that the road

will reopen later in the autumn.

“These unexpected works mean that sewer works for the

housing development in Rock Road have also been delayed,

however the council is underlining that Rock Road and

Ashton Way will not be closed at the same time as the High

Street.

“The council is working closely with the Rock Road

development’s contractors to find an opportunity for the

sewer works to be done at a time that minimises the impact

on people accessing Keynsham and does not delay the High

Street programme.

“By taking advantage of the extended road closure,

foreseeing no further delays, the High Street scheme is now

expected to be completed in the week beginning November

29 ahead of the Christmas trading period.”

The Week in • Wednesday 25th August 2021                                                                                                                                                                                                                         3

‘Unforeseen’ problem will keep Keynsham

High Street closed to traffic

Access improvements promised
Bath & North East Somerset Council is working hard with

the contractors to try to solve the issue in Keynsham High

Street with the temporary ramps built to allow wheeled

access to the shops during the improvement works.

Susan Charles, Chair of Access B&NES, raised the issue

at last week’s Keynsham Area Forum meeting after reports

that the ramps were very steep and were proving difficult

for wheelchair users in particular to access.

Georgi Tyler, from B&NES Council, said the problem had

arisen because the kerb heights were actually higher than

planned but they were working hard with the contractors

to find a solution.



Plans to create a unique

children’s nursery at Avon

Valley Adventure &

Wildlife Park in Keynsham

have been submitted to

Bath & North East

Somerset Council.

The plans seek the proposed

change of use of the mini-

golf area to a day nursery

involving six yurts and the

conversion of two shipping

containers to provide

reception, service and toilet

facilities. The nursery would

be able to accommodate 96

children aged from 0 to five

when fully operational. 

The application says the

nursery would be an

appropriate development

within the park and makes

good use of the available

land. The containers would

be clad in timber and fitted

out to provide a reception

area, staff room, toilet and

handwashing facilities for

staff and children. Catering

would be provided by the

existing park on-site

facilities. 

A supporting document

explains: “The last year, due

to the COVID-19 pandemic,

has seen the park closed

and/or operating on a

reduced capacity which has

impacted on all aspects of

the business; the animals

requiring constant attention –

feeding, welfare, vets, etc.

whilst no regular income due

to the park closure.

“By diversifying the

business, the park will be

able to continue to provide

and invest in a popular

visitor attraction and support

the on-going ecology work

within the site.”

The plans would support the

local economy with the

creation of up to 25 jobs.

Whilst Nursery in a Yurt Ltd

is a new venture, the owners

have a combined 17 years’

experience in running four

other childcare settings. 

The planning reference is

21/03490/FUL.
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Tourist attraction plans to diversify
with yurt-based nursery proposals

Flat fire ‘started accidentally’
Avon Fire & Rescue say they received

multiple calls from local residents last

Tuesday afternoon with reports of smoke

coming from a first-floor flat on the High

Street in Staple Hill.

Crews from Kingswood, Temple, Hicks

Gate and Southmead fire stations attended.

Four firefighters wearing breathing

apparatus for safety used two high pressure

hose reels, one covering jet and one safety

jet to extinguish the fire. Crews then used

a positive pressure ventilation fan to clear

the smoke. The cause of the fire is thought

to be accidental.

The mini golf site



The Week in • Wednesday 25th August 2021                                                                                                                                                                                                                         5

Abus will be signing off in style when it

operates the 349 bus service for the last

time this weekend.

The company is ending its long-standing

relationship with First to run the service on

their behalf on Saturday 28th August and has

planned to make the last journeys memorable

by using a 1958 Bristol ‘Lodekka’ bus along

with a conductor.

The Brislington-built bus was the very type

which used to operate the 349 service in the

1960s, long before Badgerline and the ‘David

and Goliath’ contest with the new upstart

Abus became part of Keynsham folklore. 

The vintage bus will run duplicate 349s on

Saturday leaving Bristol every hour between

10am and 3pm. They will depart from Broad

Quay rather than Bristol Bus Station because

of safety issues.

For anyone wishing to catch a last ride

locally or just turn out to wish Abus well, the

bus should arrive in Ashton Way at around 25

minutes past the hour. It will then complete

the loop around the Park Estate to be back at

Keynsham Church for around 40 minutes

past the hour.

There will be a single day ticket fare of £5

which will come in the form of the book

‘Abus – the first 25 years’ written by former

driver Allan MacFarlane.

Vintage treat for passengers
on the last 349 Abus journeys 

New operator for
Keynsham town bus service
There will be a new look to Keynsham’s

around town buses from next week

when a new operator takes over the

operation of the 663, 664 and 665 bus

services.

Stagecoach West has been awarded the

new contract by the West of England

Combined Authority and will take over the

running of the three services from Bristol

Community Transport. 

The 663 runs seven buses a day from

Somerdale to Chandag Road while the 664

operates three round trips from Somerdale

to Saltford Library via Waitrose in

Broadmead Lane. 

The 665 has four departures from

Somerdale to Keynsham Church, Tesco

and Broadlands Academy.
An Abus last service to Wells in 2012 used a vintage vehicle too
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A hybrid planning application for the

redevelopment of the Chief Trading Post

site in Oldland Common - including a café

and retail space, doctors’ surgery and up

to 56 homes - has been lodged with South

Gloucestershire Council.

It follows a public consultation held earlier

this summer which we featured in Issue 681. 

At that stage, up to 40 homes were being

suggested but that has now risen to 50. A

further six units of sheltered accommodation

for people with specialist needs are proposed.

The scheme is described as a “community-

based and highly sustainable mixed-use

development that complements the Green

Belt status of the site and which takes

advantage of this accessible location”.

The site extends to more than seven acres in

total and the proposals will replace what is

currently described as an “eyesore”. The site

of former nurseries, it contains buildings of

varying sizes and condition and outside

storage of building materials and machinery. 

The scheme proposes using the existing

entrance off the A4175 Barry Road and

includes public open space and enhanced

landscaping to support wildlife and increased

biodiversity, as well as road safety

improvements.

The new GP surgery with enhanced facilities

would be for the Hanham Health branch

surgery currently located in Oldland

Common High Street. The plans show it

forming part of a flexible building at the front

of the site which will accommodate a range

of community functions and adapt over time

if necessary. Part of the building is intended

to be used for education/training purposes by

The Park, a Bristol-based charity that

supports disadvantaged young people.

Specific proposals are put forward for a small

specialist supported affordable housing

scheme for Elim Housing to provide six

bungalows and an on-site management

building. This will provide accommodation

for people with learning disabilities or

autism, allowing independent living in

purpose-built, self-contained units.

The rest of the residential development is

proposed as mainstream housing including

affordable housing. It is envisaged that up to

50 individual homes can be provided,

predominantly with two/three bedrooms but

also with some one-bed bungalows and some

four-bed units. The plans show that the

“much-cherished” Chief Trading Post retail

and café facility will be retained on site in a

new purpose-built building next to the road

in the first phase of the redevelopment.

The application proposes retail and café

spaces of 334.5sq m, with the footprint of the

building designed to allow a number of

configurations to create flexible and

adaptable spaces.

The new building would be completed and

the business relocated before the existing

shop and café are demolished.

The application says that trading from more

modern premises will help safeguard the

future for Chief Trading Post, as well as other

independent businesses on the site.

Overall, just over half of the site would be

either public open space, landscaping, or

private gardens. Car parking and cycle

parking is proposed in accordance with South

Gloucestershire Council standards.

Off-site improvements include improved

accessibility. A new puffin crossing is

proposed to the south of the access and an

uncontrolled crossing with dropped kerbs and

tactile paving to the north. Footway

improvements include access to a proposed

relocated southbound bus stop.

The planning reference is P21/05366/F.

Plans for redevelopment of Chief Trading
Post site are lodged with council

Mixed reaction to
proposals for brownfield
site in the Green Belt
The public consultation consisted of virtual

meetings with stakeholders and an online

public consultation with a total of 166

responses received. 

Analysis of feedback shows that responses

from the South Gloucestershire councillors

who represent the ward and from Bitton

Parish Council were largely supportive,

while in terms of the wider public survey

responses, there was a wide range of views. 

The community involvement report

submitted with the application says:

“Overall there were slightly more

objections than support; however, the key

issues of concern were largely outside the

scope of the proposed development, e.g.

further encroachment on the Green Belt, or

related to exacerbating existing problems

with access, parking and road safety which

are addressed within the application. 

“There was however widespread support

for the regeneration of the site and

continuation of Chief Trading Post as a

much-valued, unique, local community

facility. The proposed new housing,

including bungalows, GP surgery and

learning disability centre were welcomed

by some and not raised as a concern by the

majority. 

“There were a range of views about the

landscaping and open space/wildlife, with

some supporting the proposals and others

raising concerns about the potential impact

on the existing wildlife habitats.”

The Chief Trading Post site at Barry Road

An aerial view of the site

The proposed layout



During this last 18 months so many people have felt

isolated. It’s been a hard time to have no one to talk to,

especially if you’re older and have no family around. 

That’s why a new initiative called the Abbeyfield Tea and

Memories café is starting every second Thursday of the

month at 10.30am from 9th September in the social area at

Hanham Baptist Church. 

The Abbeyfield Society was established in 1956 in London

by Richard Carr-Gomm, a demobbed army officer who

realised that loneliness was a significant problem for older

people. 

Abbeyfield homes, specialising in independent living for the

over-55s, have been founded all over the world and there are

five in the Bristol area, including Hanham and Keynsham. 

But you don’t need to come to one of the homes to be part of

the new Tea and Memories sessions.

There is access to a huge archive of adverts and film clips

from the 1940s to the 1980s covering subjects from holidays,

transport and work to sport, hobbies and politics.  People are

invited to come and watch these clips and take a trip down

memory lane while making friends and enjoying a cuppa and

cake. 

This is a local partnership between Abbeyfield Kift Lodge

and Hanham Baptist Church and is free to users.

For more information call Peter Cooke on 0117 9041703 or

Anne-Louise Critchlow on 07580868631 or visit

www.abbeyfield.com/tea-and-memories

Bringing the past to life at new café
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Latest COVID figures
The most up-to-date COVID figures available on

Monday showed cases were rising again in South

Gloucestershire and B&NES.

In South Glos there were 1,033 confirmed cases – a rate

of 358 per 100,000 population, which is up 13% on the

previous seven-day period. In B&NES there were 730

recorded cases, up from 583 (a rate per 100,000

population of 372). 

The rate of infection in Bristol was 392 cases per

100,000 population (1,828 confirmed cases) which was

a slight fall.

The England rate was 321 cases per 100,000.

IT classes to restart
Community at 67 in Keynsham is restarting its popular

IT classes which became one of the many victims of

lockdown last year.

The weekly sessions at the community hub in Queens

Road will start again on Friday 10th September at 9am. 

Mask wearing is optional but attendees will still be

required to sign in or use the QR code for trace

contacting.

For more information visit www.community-67.org or

call 07737 742300.

Parents told to look out for
early signs of respiratory illness 
Parents are being encouraged to know the early signs

warning of potentially serious respiratory illnesses that

have started to circulate out of season. 

Young children often pick up the common cold, flu and

even the respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) during the colder

months, but locally health and care professionals are now

seeing a rise in the number of cases during the summer. 

They believe that COVID-19 restrictions, which were in

place for the majority of last year, prevented many young

children from picking up natural immunity to many

common respiratory illnesses. 

Parents are now advised to look out for cold-like

symptoms, which develop into persistent coughing,

wheezing and difficulty breathing, as well as a loss of

appetite and increased irritability. 

Dr Ruth Grabham, medical director of Bath and North East

Somerset, Swindon and Wiltshire Clinical Commissioning

Group, said: “Parents should not be overly concerned for

their child’s wellbeing, but with more cases cropping up

during the summer, we believe it is a good idea for mums

and dads to familiarise themselves with the signs and

symptoms of what could be RSV.  Any parent who notices

that their child’s cold-like symptoms are getting

progressively worse should access the NHS 111 service,

either by phone or online, to receive tailored advice and, if

appropriate, guidance on where to go for further help.” 

A recent group from Abbeyfield, enjoying life together



Our local councils have said they stand

ready to work with central government

to help resettle vulnerable Afghan

refugees.

Kevin Guy, leader of Bath & North East

Somerset Council, said: “Everyone has seen

the appalling and heart-breaking situation in

Afghanistan. We stand ready to work with

the government on any co-ordinated

resettlement scheme they put forward to

bring safety and security to people in need of

our help.

“We are very proud of our successful

programme to resettle Syrian refugees and

what it has offered to the families we have

welcomed here, and we want to offer a safe

haven to vulnerable Afghan refugees in the

same way. We look forward to working with

central government on a well-organised and

properly funded scheme as a matter of

urgency.”

Last week the government pledged it would

welcome 20,000 refugees from Afghanistan

with 4,000 in the first cohort.

Tim Ball, Cabinet Member for Planning &

Licensing, said: “We were particularly

grateful to those who came forward to offer

suitable accommodation for the Syrian

families we welcomed. We’ll need to

redouble our efforts on this to support any

similar scheme to help Afghans in need of

resettlement. Our message to landlords and

others who may have suitable

accommodation to rent is ‘please come

forward’ by contacting us at

equality@bathnes.gov.uk.”

Under a similar scheme in 2016 for Syrian

refugees, five families who settled in Bath

have chosen to stay in the city, having been

granted indefinite leave to remain. One of the

parents has trained as a teaching assistant

and now works full-time in a school. Another

gained qualifications in British Sign

Language to be able to communicate with

their child, who is hearing impaired.

Some parents have been successful in

securing jobs in retail and voluntary work,

with one attending university to complete a

degree in business management.

All the families attend Bath College for

English classes and four out of the five no

longer need support through a translator. The

children who are old enough to attend school

are all fluent in English and achieving their

academic targets, with the younger children

having begun their early years education at

local nurseries.

A celebration event was held in Sydney

Gardens earlier this month and the picture

above shows Dine Romero, Cabinet Member

for Children and Young People,

Communities & Culture, with some of the

families.

Meanwhile Cllr Franklin Owusu-Antwi,

South Gloucestershire Council’s Cabinet

Member for Public Health & Equality of

Opportunity, who is an Afghanistan veteran

and the council’s Armed Forces Champion,

said: “South Gloucestershire Council is

standing by to play our part in supporting

those who are resettled from Afghanistan

following the recent, dramatic changes there.

“We are already working closely with

partner organisations, who will be able to

work directly with any refugees who resettle

in South Gloucestershire, as well as

identifying suitable accommodation so that

those who come here can be given a safe and

supported welcome. We have already

identified at least three family homes which

we believe will be suitable for those who

may be coming from Afghanistan.”

“We stand by our own Armed Forces

veterans and others who risked and

sacrificed so much to help in Afghanistan; so

it is right that we also now stand by those

local people who worked alongside them,

often sharing the same risks, and who now

need our help.”

Landlords or owners of properties in South

Gloucestershire who believe they may have

suitable accommodation available who

would like to discuss providing housing for

those being resettled are invited to contact

sghomes@southglos.gov.uk 

Meanwhile Bristol Mayor Marvin Rees said

it was “heart-breaking” to see what was

happening to people. 

“We will say to government that we are

willing to take people on, we are a city of

sanctuary, but you must resource it. That is

for the good of our wider population and for

the good of the people who get settled here

so we can provide the resources and the

support network they need to be able to

flourish, not end up isolated.”

He said the target was to bring 10 families
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Bungalow bid refused
Plans to demolish a garage on land next to

the Post Office in Oldland Common High

Street and build a two-bed bungalow on

the site have been refused by South

Gloucestershire Council.

A previous planning application in 2017

for a house on the site was also

unsuccessful.

Planning officers said the attempts to

overcome the previously identified harm

to neighbouring occupiers was

acknowledged but the new proposal was

considered to be a “cramped and

contrived” form of development which

would provide sub-standard living

conditions, amenity space and parking. 

Bitton Parish Council objected to the latest

scheme, as did five local residents.

Councils stand ready to
help with Afghan refugees

Franklin Owusu-Antwi



Last week’s announcement of a steep rise

in the Retail Price Index (RPI) may be bad

news for train travellers next year.

The July RPI figure is used to decide rail fare

increases which come into force the

following January. The Government formula

of taking the July RPI figure (4.8%) plus 1%

for regulated fares, if implemented could

push the cost of a season ticket from

Keynsham to Bristol Temple Meads above

£1,000 for the first time.

No decision has yet been announced on

whether next year’s fare rises will follow the

traditional formula but Metro Mayor Dan

Norris has already said that local commuters

have suffered enough hardship in recent

years. 

He said: “If we are going to meet our

ambitious net zero targets we need to be

encouraging people onto trains not putting

obstacles in the way. Passengers in

Keynsham have been hit again and again by

eye-watering rail fare rises. A season ticket

to Bristol Temple Meads has doubled in cost

since the Tories came to power; this is a hike

much greater than the average increase in

people’s wages.

“For many people in Keynsham, travelling

by train isn’t a luxury, it’s how they get to

work. I want investment in a 21st century

railway and more decisions made here rather

than in London. My long-term aim is to build

‘West of England Transport’ - an integrated,

affordable transport system.” 

Prior to lockdown last year, rail commuters

between Bristol and Bath were suffering high

levels of disruption and overcrowding

caused by cancellations or insufficient

carriages on peak hour trains.

The table below shows the comparative cost

of rail travel from Keynsham to Bristol and

Bath if the 4.8% RPI + 1% is applied to

season tickets from January 2022.
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Police alert after walk-in theft
A home at Wiltshire Place in Soundwell

was burgled between midnight and 5am

on Monday 16th August. 

The offender walked through an unlocked

front door and took a mobile phone, house

and car keys and some cash before exiting

the same way. The South Gloucestershire

Neighbourhood Policing team remind

residents of the importance of closing and

locking all unattended doors and windows

to prevent opportunist criminals stealing

your property.

If you have any information regarding this

incident contact the police on 101.

Alternatively call Crimestoppers

anonymously on 0800 555 111.

Concern for rail
commuters following
shock inflation rise
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Metro Mayor’s first 

100 days
Dear Editor    

It’s been 100 days since I was proud and

honoured to be elected Metro Mayor for North

East Somerset and Bath, Bristol and South

Gloucestershire.

I wanted to let Week In readers know what I've

been doing to serve them, and of course, to seek

feedback on how together we can make the West

of England even better over the coming months

and years. 

We all know how amazing our part of the world

is and I'm working to make sure everyone else

does too - not just nationally but also globally.

One of my first decisions was to invest £1m in

our talented creative freelancers who’ve really

suffered as a result of the pandemic but who

have sadly been excluded from government

support. They help make our region the special

and unique place it is. I’ve met artists, musicians,

designers and many others who can now keep

the show on the road and our region on the map.

I promised a Jobs and Skills Summit with people

both in and out of work, employers, training

providers and trade unions. I’ve delivered on this

and I’m really excited by the possibilities for

new green jobs.

I've been working hard to get more cash into the

region. We've got an early win: securing a big

increase from the government in transport

funding – at least £500m. We now need local

councils and our wonderful communities to do

their bit. The necessary change won't come

overnight and won’t be easy, but this significant

investment should help beat the traffic queues

and reduce pollution and help us hit our

ambitious 2030 local environmental targets to

help save the planet.

The best thing about being Metro Mayor for 100

days has been the kindness and enthusiasm of the

wonderful people right across the West of

England. Please keep stopping me in the street

to say hello and tell me your hopes and ideas

(and I don't mind the odd grumble!) Please keep

emailing and writing to me too. I won’t always

get everything right, but I promise to continue

working hard for you. Ours is the best region in

the UK - the area where I have grown up and am

so proud to call home. I’m determined it gets

even better, not just for some, but for all of us.

Dan Norris

Metro Mayor of the West of England

Time for free bus travel?
Dear Editor    

I see local authorities such as Herefordshire and

Swansea are paying for free travel on local bus

services in their areas. This is to encourage

passengers to return to travelling by bus.

I wonder when the West of England Combined

Authority, led by Mayor Dan Norris, who

proudly boasted a few weeks ago of receiving

extra money, will feel that some gesture to

increase bus use should be made.

Alan Peters

Bad planning to blame

for traffic problems
Dear Editor    

Whilst having great sympathy with the residents

of Stanley Road and Chapel Lane in Warmley

about the amount of traffic using it (front page,

Issue 692) it's down to bad planning again by the

council. 

Others have commented about the problem of

vehicles blocking the roundabout at Warmley,

stopping vehicles going onto the Ring Road from

Warmley. What has the council done? Nothing.

A simple box junction would have solved that

problem. Unfortunately most of us pay road tax

and are entitled to drive on any road we wish to

do so. Some of us have to put up with the school

run which also involves speeding and poor

parking and pollution. 

The council response is it's down to the police to

enforce the problem as if they have the

resources. 

I have always used Stanley Road as I enjoy a

short trip across the common. 

I wish you all the best convincing the council as

I have with the school run problem. 

Nick Gould, Oldland

Taking the sting out of

wasps
Dear Editor    

I visited Flourish Coffee Shop last week

(Glenavon Farm) situated off the Bath Road in

Saltford.

I was shocked to see they had placed jars of

syrup liquid on the outside tables to trap wasps

and bees. For a business that claims to benefit

‘both people and the planet’ they certainly do not

appear to wholly support that by killing off part

of the wildlife so important to the planet.

These insects are in huge decline and we should

be encouraging them to survive. To see them

dying in a jar of liquid is cruel and unnecessary.

The wasps and bees were there long before their

business.

M Stevens, Keynsham

Flourish explained to us: “We had a number of
customers who were complaining about being
pestered by wasps while they were eating
outside, which with sting allergies can provide a
safety concern. 
“We had already ordered some humane wasp
deterrents, but due to extended delivery times we
needed to put something in place temporarily.
The jars, (which were meant to deter the wasps
around the seating area and absolutely not harm
any bees) were in situ for a very short period and
have since been removed. We are absolutely
committed to preserving the natural environment
and our local wildlife, and also wanted to ensure
that our customers’ safety was taken seriously

while we put a better plan in place. The image
shows the wasp deterrents now in place at
Flourish.”

More questions about

airport expansion
Dear Editor    

In your 18th August edition, South

Gloucestershire Council dodged my criticism of

my being unable find out if they were going to

be involved in the major public inquiry into the

airport's appeal. I now ask another question:

“Has the council ever reviewed their 2019

decision to support the airport expansion in the

light of the climate emergency made even more

essential this year following the disastrous

flooding in Europe and China and the scorching

heat in North America and Southern Europe?”

I would like to know where the six MPs whose

constituencies are in the area affected by the

proposed airport expansion stand on this issue.

The constituencies are North East Somerset,

North Somerset, Weston-super-Mare,

Kingswood, Filton & Bradley Stoke and

Thornbury &Yate.

A Hanham resident

Name & address supplied

Sign the petition
Dear Editor    

On Friday (20th August) I found out through a

Facebook link to a petition by the Kingswood

MP Chris Skidmore that the West of England

Combined Authority (WECA) have decided to

cut the funding for the No 18 bus service

(Kingswood to Bath via Warmley, North

Common, Oldland Common, Keynsham and

Saltford) which means the bus will be withdrawn

at the end of the month with just a week’s notice.

This means people living in North Common and

Oldland Common will no longer have a bus

service to Keynsham after 29th August. Not

everybody has access to a car and the nearest

alternative bus to Keynsham is the 17 which is

at least a 15-minute walk to the nearest bus stop.

When First withdrew the 17A bus service five

years ago, a petition was set up to save the

LETTERS
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SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 29th August

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green

(10.30am-4pm) 

Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm) 

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)

Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park 

(9.30am-4.30pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG

(9am-7pm) 

Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH

(10am-4pm)

Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)

Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds

(10am-4pm)

Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway

(11am-5pm)

Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard

Keynsham bus and the result of that successful

petition was the 18 (numbered 19A back then). 

I urge everybody affected by this to sign the

petition which can be found on Chris Skidmore's

website.

Adam

A different view of the

Riverside
Dear Editor    

With reference to your article in Issue 690

‘Council’s property company shortlisted for

prestigious award’, I think it would be relevant

to ask the residents of the Riverside development

what they think about the building. 

Almost every one of them has ongoing issues,

extremely high electricity bills, leaking

windows, banging and slamming doors,

continual problems with the lifts, cracked

glazing and many more problems which are not

being attended to or repaired.

From the outside, yes it does look good, but

internally in each apartment there are a range of

problems and faults. By talking to the residents,

you would get a completely different view.

A Riverside resident

Why not just ban all

visitors to Saltford?
Dear Editor    

I see that some people and the Saltford Parish

Council are moaning again about visitors to the

river area (The Week In, Issue 689). First of all,

the parish council complained that boats

mooring in Mead Lane were causing the

riverbank to erode, then about 18 months ago

two parish councillors put up notices with a

photo of a mature crack willow tree which had

'cracked' and fallen and unbelievably stating that

it was a moored narrowboat that had snapped the

tree in half! What absolute nonsense.

Then that parked cars obstructed a fire engine. I

visit, or did visit, Mead Lane many times just to

sit by the river (in my car when raining) which I

found helped my anxiety and have witnessed a

fire engine drive along Mead Lane passing

parked cars with no problems at all. The High

Street is the main problem for emergency

vehicles, not Mead Lane.

Well, eventually B&NES Council bowed to the

parish council and installed double yellow lines

along the complete length of the lane 24 hours a

day which is completely unnecessary and has

stopped people who cannot even dream of

owning a home like the (selfish) people who live

along Mead Lane, such as fishermen and

canoeists who cannot possible carry their

equipment and boats from The Shallows car

park. And all this is not enough, in the above

issue I now read that the parish council wants

B&NES to install boulders along the grass verge

because some people have parked there. What a

surprise as now people have been deprived of so

much parking space some are parking anywhere

they can! 

No doubt B&NES will again bow to the parish

council's commands! If Saltford Parish Council

want boulders installed then they should pay for

it out of their own pockets. Or perhaps to keep

these moaners quiet why not ban everyone from

Saltford except residents?

Bob

Cashless society is being

forced on us
Dear Editor    

As a pensioner, I spend quite a few hours each

week in coffee shops and enjoy my mid-morning

latte whilst reading a book or paper. 

However, I have noticed since the end of

lockdown many of these establishments now

require payment by card. There is no debate on

this. It is decreed at the entrance or at the till that

this is the case and if you don't use this method

of payment, you will not be able to make a

purchase. 

Indeed a recent experience in our area entailed

buying two coffees, one latte costing more than

£3 and one flat white just under £3. I won’t go

into details but having insisted on paying cash,

my partner and I were met with persistent

requests to pay by card. After some discussion

we left the establishment without paying at all.

This demand for card payment means effectively

that cash cannot be used in many more shops and

cafés than was the case before the pandemic. I

am aware that shops have a right to refuse legal

tender under certain circumstances and I could

understand this over the last two years with

worry about contamination. However, now we

are apparently going back to normal, why is this

practice still in force? 

I know many pensioners on low incomes who

budget carefully for these treats and prefer to pay

in cash for small purchases. More and more

people are being effectively barred from a

lifestyle that should be open to all. In my view

this is discrimination and until payment by card

becomes enshrined in law, we should have the

right to purchase something as simple as a coffee

any way we choose. 

I am not against people paying with cards if this

is their wish but being forced to seems

unreasonable. Should this state of affairs carry

on could it mean the closure of the National

Mint?

Christine

Taking the traffic debate

to a higher level
Dear Becky    

Should we not accept the fact that the criticisms

regarding the Ring Road add up to an

unacceptable level, that all is not well. 

There are criticisms from Bristol Civic Society,

the Government, local residents, the Green Party,

and probably others not publicised.

If they are all right, and I am not suggesting they

are, what is the alternative?

Why not build an overhead road above the

current Ring Road? This would lift any traffic

harmful emissions above the public, out of

harm’s way. With access and exit via slip roads,

it would alleviate some of the potential issues of

the proposed throughabouts. 

No doubt sceptics will raise the issue of the

capital cost. I really would enjoy your

publication emphasising positive issues of

Bristol’s roads, rather than all the negatives. I

would relish to read of any alternatives to the

current negative agenda. 

Marvin declared some years ago of the

likelihood of an underground system in Bristol.

Roger Tilley, Oldland Common

Spelling it out
Dear Editor    

Keynsham could do with a Hollywood-style sign

saying: KEYNSHAM, Spelt K-E-Y-N-S-H-A-

M. No doubt your older readers remember

Horace Batchelor.

Andrew Harrison

LETTERS



A phone giant has submitted plans for a shorter 5G mast

in Cadbury Heath after its previous application was

rejected by South Gloucestershire Council.

Last month (Issue 689) we reported that the council had

refused to grant prior approval to CK Hutchison Networks

for an 18-metre high mast with a wraparound cabinet by the

junction of School Road and Newton Road – very close to

an existing 15-metre high mast.

Council planners had said the proposed mast would tower

above the nearby shops that have residential properties above

and would have harm the look of the area. They also said that

the applicant had not submitted enough information to

demonstrate that no suitable alternative site locally was

available.

The latest application claims to robustly address concerns by

reducing the height of the monopole from 18 metres to 15

metres to help it to blend into the surrounding area and that

is the absolute minimum height capable of providing the

required coverage.

A wraparound cabinet is planned at the base. The application

says: “This equipment is considered unlikely to have any

material impact on the local area but significant connectivity

improvements which is a material consideration in the

judgment of the site’s suitability.”

It adds: “The site has been selected on a wide adopted area

of the highway in a position that will not impede pedestrian

flow or the safety of passing motorists.”

The company says the cell search area is “extremely

constrained” and the only viable option has been put forward.

Others that were discounted included sites in Park Way, Park

Road, Brereton Way and Tower Road South. 

The planning reference is P21/05528/PN1.

Crossword ACROSS
1. Increased in

amount (5)

4. Small falcon (7)

8. In the interval (7)

9. Emissary (5)

10. Computer
device (5)

13. Sideways (7)

17. Annoy (3)

18. Mix (6)

19. Association (6)

20. Frozen water (3)

22. American port (7)

25. Harass (5)

28. Giraffe-like
animal (5)

29. Cassock (7)

30. Lattice (7)

31. Hot and moist (5)

DOWN

1. Collector's book (5)

2. Old-fashioned (5)

3. Aspiration (5)

4. Arouse (6)

5. Perfume (5)

6. Watercourse (5)

7. Faithful (5)

11. Oily fruit (5)

12. Rowing crew (5)

14. Wheel shaft (4)

15. Dodge (5)

16. Bright blue (5)

17. Bride's headgear (4)

21. Stops (6)

22. Plump (5)

23. Die away (5)

24. Ribbed cloth (5)

25. Shrub (anag.) (5)

26. Convulsive action (5)

27. Tendency (5)

The co-founder of Willsbridge Mill Community Refresh

has stepped down after almost eight years.

Sue Smith, who was operational director of the project,

set up the community café as a local hub and has

organised many community events over that time,

helping to foster a stronger sense of community and

appreciation of the heritage of the site.  

After a number of successful grant applications, the

project has seen some major improvements and visitor

numbers have soared. 

However, it took seven and half years for the group to

finally get a lease agreed with South Gloucestershire

Council, which was finally signed in July this year. 

Sue told The Week In: “Having got us to this point I feel

it is a good time to step back and spend more quality

time with my family. 

“I am confident the organisation will continue to thrive

and build on the solid foundations I have helped

develop.”

Willsbridge Mill

champion steps down

Supporters of independent charity Keynsham & District

Mencap Society are taking on new personal challenges as

we emerge from lockdown.

Fundraisers will be taking part in the 2022 Bath Half

Marathon, taking to the skies in a tandem skydive and

doing trekking challenges across the Brecon Beacons with

TrekFest. 

The inspiration for many has been Mencap’s own Club 25

member Nick Look who last year cycled the equivalent of

John O’Groats to Land’s End and back during lockdown.

“We have seen a huge uplift in our supporters taking on

challenges that not only give them a great sense of

achievement but also enable them to raise vital funds for

our 10 projects”, says Mencap fundraiser Amanda

Leonard.  

“We are always grateful for the support we receive from

the community and sponsored events like these help to

raise awareness of our services to a wider audience as our

participants obtain sponsors from their friends, families

and colleagues.”

Keynsham Mencap has had a team in the Bath Half

Marathon for the last three years and the popularity is

growing steadily. 

The latest exciting challenge that a team of 10 supporters

are getting involved with is a 15,000ft tandem skydive in

October. 

If you want to support the fundraising devils as they

plummet for charity you can do so by going to

www.localgiving.org/mencapskydive 

And if you would like to join the team at the Bath Half

Marathon on Sunday 13th March contact

amanda@keynshammencap.org.uk

Charity supporters take on new challenges for Mencap

Phone giant lodges new application for shorter 5G mast

Sue Smith with grandson Jesse at a Halloween
event at the Mill
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Planning is well under way for Bath &

North East Somerset’s Climate &

Biodiversity Festival next month.

The festival will run from 13th to 26th

September and aims to showcase what is

happening at a local level to support the

council’s commitment to reach net zero carbon

by 2030. 

Key themes for the festival are about positive,

practical action related to reducing carbon

emissions and restoring nature.

Sarah Warren, deputy leader  of B&NES

Council and the Cabinet Member for Climate

Emergency & Sustainable Travel, said: “The

festival will help to highlight all the fantastic

work that is going on throughout Bath and

North East Somerset to reduce carbon

emissions, restore nature and improve

biodiversity.

“We’ve had a great response so far from people

wanting to get involved. This is an opportunity

for all those community groups, parish

councils, and individuals to tell everyone

what they have been doing to bring about

change and inspire others to take action.”

The organisers are promoting several events

that are running alongside the festival such

as the Keynsham Eco Day and Somer Valley

Walking Festival.

Anyone interested in organising an event

can register on the council’s website or

email sustainability@bathnes.gov.uk for

more information

Gearing up for biodiversity festival

Here are the locations in our area where

you can expect to see police mobile speed

cameras this week. 

South Gloucestershire:

On the A420 at Warmley and Wick; on the

A431 Bath Road at Swineford; in

Pucklechurch on Feltham Road and the

B4465 Shortwood Road (also near

Shortwood Hill); in Hanham on Abbots

Road and Mount Hill Road; in Kingswood

on Court Road, Tenniscourt Road and the

B4046 Hanham Road; at St Annes Drive

in Oldland Common; at Court Farm Road

in Longwell Green; in Mill Lane at North

Common and at Tower Road South in

Warmley.

Bath & North East Somerset: 

In Keynsham on the B3116 Wellsway

(also at Burnett), at Chandag Road,

Charlton Park, Charlton Road, Courtney

Road and Queens Road; in Saltford on the

A4 and Norman Road; on the A37 at

Pensford; on the A39 at Farmborough and

Marksbury.

Bristol:

In Brislington on the A4174 Callington

Road, Talbot Road and Wick Road; in

Hengrove on the A37 Wells Road, A4174

Hengrove Way, Walsh Avenue, Petherton

Road and Cadogan Road; in Whitchurch

on Hazelbury Road, Fortfield Road and

Whitchurch Lane; also on Stockwood

Lane; in St George on the Kingsway and

Beaufort Road; in Fishponds on the A432

Fishponds Road, Snowdon Road, Oldbury

Court Road and Ridgeway Road.

Mobile speed camera
locations this week

Keynsham WI resumed face-to-face

meetings last month.

The first visiting speaker from Bath Harvest

Oils and while COVID restrictions meant

tasting the different varieties of rapeseed oil

was not possible, many members purchased

bottles to try at home. 

The craft group has also restarted under the

expert guidance of Caroline Butcher.

The summer party was also able to take place

this year with a cream tea at Saltford Golf

Club. £150 was raised from the tombola and

this was donated to Dorothy House Hospice

in memory of past president Maureen

Gerrish.

And some WI members recently became

‘Wombles’ for the day and organised a litter

pick around Broadmead Lane. Keynsham

Wombles loaned the equipment for what is

hoped will become a regular event.

Women’s Institute
back up and running

Rain washed out Camerton and

Peasedown Croquet Club’s fundraising

day for the British Heart Foundation

(BHF) last month so a new date has been

set for next month.

On Saturday 12th September the doors

will open once again to anyone who wants

to try their hand at croquet, enjoy a cream

tea and support the work of the BHF. 

£165 had already been raised prior to the

July wash-out and the club has a range of

activities planned to ensure an enjoyable

time will be had by all in addition to

raising valuable funds. Activities start at

2pm.

Camerton and Peasedown Croquet Club

is enjoying a surge in membership this

year but new members are always

welcome. 

It is part of Peasedown St John Cricket

Club, just off Whitebrook Lane (BA2

8LD). Anyone interested in finding out

more can contact Mo Boys on 07929

733640.

Croquet club supporting
British Heart Foundation 

Keep in touch, let us know what you think, send

us your news  www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Following the successful completion of a joint SPC project

with the Bird in Hand pub and Saltford Marina, Saltford

Parish Council is delighted to announce yet another phone

box and defibrillator project which will start this autumn.

SPC resolved at its July meeting to restore the Norman Rd

phone box (adopted by SPC in 2019), and SBS Design and

Build together with Saltford Kitchens have kindly offered to

fund the costs of the installation and ongoing maintenance

of a defibrillator. 

Councillors agreed that lifesaving equipment at this SPC

asset - located on the junction of Norman Road and the A4

Bath Road - could be of critical help to those using the A4 as

well as residents living in this area of the village.

The photo below shows Nathan of SBS Design and Build,

and of Saltford Kitchens, meeting Cllr Chris Warren on 6th

July, to discuss with him and Colin at the Bird in Hand SPC's

recent similar project.

You do not need to have a Facebook or Twitter account

to access information shared by SPC on social media.

When SPC updated its website last year, it was set up to

show all our social media posts, so that residents could

stay up-to-date with all of SPC’s news during just one

visit to our website. To see SPC’s social media posts,

simply view the ‘feeds’ on the right-hand side of each

main page on the SPC website at www.saltfordparish

council.gov.uk

As always the good summer weather sees vegetation

growing quickly at this time of year. Overgrown

vegetation next to public footpaths can cause safety and

access issues. This includes forcing people into the road,

especially those who require good access who may be

more vulnerable. Overgrown vegetation also reduces

visibility for drivers. Residents may wish to check their

boundaries and cut back vegetation if needed. It is the

responsibility of the landowner to do this.

SPC’s meetings will take place as they did before the

pandemic from September, as normal capacity will have

resumed in the Avon Room at Saltford Hall by SPC’s next

meeting. 

This follows the lifting of special hire conditions that have

been in place since SPC returned to face-to-face meetings in

June (which allowed 15 people maximum in June and July,

and 30 people maximum in August). Our thanks to Saltford

Hall for ensuring SPC could meet safely during this period.

SPC’s meetings usually take place the first Tuesday of each

month, starting at 7:15pm. Members of the public are

welcome to attend. All meeting information can be found on

the ‘Meetings – Agendas and Minutes’ page of SPC’s

website.

Defibrillators in Saltford –
another one to be installed!

Not a Facebook
or Twitter user?
No problem!

Overgrown
vegetation in
Saltford

SPC meetings back to
normal - have your say

Saltford Parish Council
The Community Page
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When the popular radio soap Greenborne

ended earlier this year, the producers

promised a bonus episode which had been

recorded but not broadcast.

The 12-week series, which was broadcast in

this area by Keynsham-based KTCRfm, was

a project by B7 Media in response to

lockdown’s devastation of the entertainment

industry. It featured well-known radio and

TV personalities including John Altman

(Nasty Nick in EastEnders) and Corrine

Wicks of Doctors and Emmerdale fame, and

was broadcast nationwide to wide acclaim

via local radio stations.

The series finale left listeners hanging as a

fire threatened the lives of the main

protagonists and while negotiations are still

ongoing about a second series, the bonus

edition is a spin-off which

covers the back story of

Farhad Madani, the

mysterious Iranian artist. 

As the series unfolded, it

became clear that not only

was Farhad one of the key

characters but there was much

about his past that he wanted

to keep a secret.

Well, this week you will be

able to discover some of those

secrets with this special

edition which will form part

of KTCR’s Spoken Word programme today

(Wednesday) at 2pm and repeated on Sunday

at 3pm. Tune in to 105.8FM. You can listen

again using the station’s website

www.ktcrfm.com and all episodes of the

original series are available on YouTube.

Bonus episode of popular radio soap

The charity Crimestoppers has launched

an appeal for anonymous information to

help protect hard-pressed rural

communities across the West of England.

Key themes in the current campaign are

wildlife crime, environmental crime and

theft, all of which have a detrimental and

often crushing effect on rural

communities.

To report rural crime 100% anonymously,

visit the charity’s website at

Crimestoppers-uk.org and fill in a simple

and secure anonymous online form or call

their 24/7 UK Contact Centre free on 0800

555 111, 365 days of the year. In an

emergency, always call 999.

Rural crime crackdown

Kingswood Caravan & Camping Centre

have asked us to clarify that they are not

closing down but are still very much open

for business.

It follows an article in Issue 688 last

month in which we highlighted South

Gloucestershire Council’s masterplan for

Kingswood town centre which includes

various areas that have been identified for

housing in the future – including the

caravan and camping centre’s site in the

High Street.

The council’s consultation runs until

October. To find out more visit

https://consultations.southglos.gov.uk/Kin

gswoodMasterplan/consultationHome

Centre still in business

Meningitis Now has once again had to

defer one of its major fundraising

activities to a virtual event.

The popular Five Valleys Walk, which

sees thousands of supporters descend on

the Cotswolds, had to be cancelled last

year because of COVID restrictions. Now,

next month’s event has also suffered the

same fate but instead will become The

Fabulous Virtual Walk.

Local supporters who would normally

take part in the flagship 21-mile trek

around the Stroud hills and valleys can

now choose a time, route and distance to

suit themselves, while still raising vital

funds to help defeat meningitis in the UK

within a generation. 

Meningitis Now’s fundraising officer

Leah Wynn said: “The Fabulous Virtual

Walk is all about capturing the spirit of the

original Five Valleys Walk challenge, if

not the location. 

“It was a big success for us last year and

gives everybody the chance to be part of a

bigger event, knowing you’re making a

difference in our fight against meningitis. 

“The best thing though is that it means you

can take part with family, friends or

colleagues at a time and in a place of your

choosing. This can be your favourite walk

or that new challenge you’ve always

wanted to do, spread over one day or

many days – it’s your walk your way.”

Visit the Meningitis Now website at

www.MeningitisNow.org/fvw to sign up.

Registration costs £21 and everyone who

registers will receive a handbook which

includes walks in and around the Five

Valleys and across the UK and a

Meningitis Now T-shirt. Additional T-

shirts are available to buy.

Meningitis Now is working towards a

future where no one in the UK loses their

life to meningitis and everyone affected

gets the support they need. It does this by

funding research into vaccines and

prevention, raising awareness so people

know what to look for and what action to

take if they suspect meningitis, and

rebuilding futures by providing dedicated

support to people living with the impact of

the disease. 

For more information and to donate visit

www.MeningitisNow.org

Meningitis charity
walk goes virtual

Farhad, played by Raad Rawi
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Coach tour company Bakers Dolphin whose drivers

volunteered to help the ambulance service when

lockdown struck in 2020, have been recognised with a top

industry award. 

The driving team was named national winners of the Road

Haulage Association (RHA) Heroes Award after spending 14

months with Bristol Ambulance’s Emergency Medical

Services (EMS). Many of the drivers spent more than a year

with Bristol Ambulance EMS in St Philip’s after lockdown

restrictions prevented the company from running holidays

and day trips.

RHA chief executive Richard Burnett, presenting the award,

said: “The coach sector has been on its knees and yet their

selflessness to do what they have done within a sector that

had very little certainty or support is fantastic.

“It is an honour to uphold and uplift and recognise what they

have achieved because they don’t get enough credit and that

makes them a worthy overall winner.”

The 20 drivers returned to their duties at Bakers Dolphin in

May this year after 14 months of working on Bristol

Ambulance EMS Patient Transport Services as part of its

COVID-19 resilience planning. Bakers Dolphin Managing

Director Max Fletcher said the drivers’ local knowledge,

driving skills and customer

service provided an excellent

foundation for them to undergo

specialist training to drive

ambulances.

“Like most other businesses we

were looking at ways we could

all get through this. Our business

is over 100 years old and has

helped out in wars in the past

providing transport, so this was

another chapter in our history.”

Rob Johnson, director of

operations at Bristol Ambulance,

praised the drivers’ resilience

during what, he said, at times

could only be described as a ‘war zone’.

“It was important for us to find local drivers that were

available immediately as our own dedicated team were

simply unable to work all the hours while keeping up with

the soaring strain on the emergency services.

“Going over and above any sense of duty, Bakers Dolphin

honoured its company pedigree and acted in the name of

public service. Their support made an incalculable

contribution to the lives of those saved by key workers, and

proudly served Bristol in helping the city return to normality.

Pictured are Bakers Dolphin driver Jason Pole holding the

awards presented by Richard Burnett with (left to right) John

Neath, Rob Johnson (Bristol Ambulance), Michael Blowers,

Jason Pole and Chris Rubery.

Award for coach drivers for
selflessness during COVID crisis
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Motorists are being warned to take care when driving

along Park Road in Keynsham. 

The priorities have changed this month in the narrow

stretch outside the West View Surgery. Whereas vehicles

travelling towards West View Road and the town centre

had priority, new signs have been erected this month

which reverse it.

The new signs indicate that vehicles travelling towards

the Meadows development now have priority over

oncoming traffic.

Get your priorities right



Christine Rogers lets the train take the strain on a visit to Scotland.
This year we decided to make a return trip

to Scotland for another scenic holiday, the

West Coast by steam train and coach. The

Glenfinnan and Strathspey Railway journeys

were the main attractions.  We should have

had a third steam outing but due to COVID-

19 and problems with ScotRail this had to be

experienced by coach.

Our first day however was the 373-mile trip

from Bristol Temple Meads to Waverley Station

in Edinburgh. Whistling through towns like

Gloucester, Cheltenham, Birmingham and

northwards through York, Newcastle and the

border town of Berwick-on-Tweed, we

eventually arrived at Edinburgh nearly seven

hours later.  Having not travelled so far by train

for many years I was struck by just how many

new homes had been built along the route.

We spent our first day in the city and trudged up

a wet Castle Hill to the impressive Edinburgh

Castle which overlooks the centre of the town.

The views from here are spectacular.  The

distant purple mountains and Firth of Forth on

the coast are easily visible.  The castle has been

a royal residence, a garrison fortress and prison

during its 800-year history.  It is where the Edinburgh

Military Tattoo is normally held during August.  However

unfortunately this year and last it was cancelled due to

coronavirus, as was the Edinburgh Festival.  

Following our excursion to the castle we returned to

Waverley Station for a two-hour trip to the small Perthshire

village of Blair Atholl.  With just a short walk from Blair

Station to our second hotel, we settled in to the red brick

turreted building that would be our home for the next few

days. From this location we were able to view munroes

(mountains over 3,000 ft) all around.  Blair Castle is located

near the village and we were lucky enough to tour the Dukes

of Atholl’s residence. Parts of the castle date back to 1269

and it is the ancestral home of the Murray Clan.  Queen

Victoria was entertained here during her many trips to the

Highlands. The castle is full of antiques and decorated as if

Victoria is due to visit at any moment.

Pitlochry is 20-minute drive from Blair Atholl and is a pretty

Highland town. It is one of the most visited places in

Perthshire and is famous for its hydro-electric dam and

salmon ladder.  A walk across the dam, along the River

Tummel and back to the town is interesting and would only

take about half an hour to complete. The dam was opened in

the early 1950's and provides energy for much of the

Highlands. Pitlochry has plenty of individual shops and cafés

but do beware the public loos, I paid fifty pence to use them!!  

The next day we were taken by coach to Fort William to

board the famous steam train The Jacobite. This train runs to

Mallaig, a two-hour journey away.  It is one of the most

spectacular train journeys in the

world as it passes through mountain

valleys and spectacular coastal

scenery.  The famous 21-arched

Glenfinnan Viaduct is the highlight of

the journey and is a magnet for Harry

Potter fans as it is featured in the film

Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire.  

As the Jacobite steamed its way

through the mountains, train

enthusiasts as well as Potter fans,

craned their necks to take

photographs of the great beast

chugging across the gently curving

viaduct.  The aim is to capture the

moment The Jacobite steams round

the bend of this 100 ft-high railway

structure.

Mallaig is a busy fishing port and

ferry terminal taking passengers to

the Isle of Skye and other small
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Steaming through the Highlands

Edinburgh Castle

Blair Castle



islands.  It was founded during the 1840's when the owner of

the North Morar Estate, Lord Lovat, divided up his coastal

farm into parcels of land, encouraging his tenants who lived

around Loch Morar and Loch Nevis to resettle in the new

fishing village of Mallaig.  In the summer this is a busy

tourist attraction and has plenty of cafés and little shops.

However the tourist element is overridden by the atmosphere

of a small and busy fishing port.  

An unexpected but very interesting addition to our tour was

a visit to the Highland Wildlife Park at Kingussie, Inverness-

shire.  Besides Scottish wildlife, there are a variety of wild

animals not native to the United Kingdom.  We were amazed

to see a snow leopard, polar bear, Eurasian crane and the

spooky great grey owl. Reindeer, bison and Scottish wildcats

also roamed the moorland hills in which the park is based.

Part of the setting can be viewed on foot and the larger

section is viewed from the safety of a car or coach.

The final day of our Highland holiday was another steam trip

on the Strathspey Railway from Aviemore to Broomhill.  This

was an hour or so journey passing through the small hamlet

of Boatgarten.  

Aviemore is very popular with cyclists in the summer.   The

small town reminded me of a low-rise American suburb.  It

is not historically interesting but is close to many outdoor

activities and has stunning scenery.  

Making our way back to the hotel through dappled evening

sunlight, I was aware of the treasure trove of rich, colourful

history that Scotland, and the Highlands in particular, has to

offer.  The stories of the Clans, the battles, the myths and

legends, the beauty and strange loneliness of Glen Coe, all

combine to make it one of the most atmospheric and

interesting places in the United Kingdom.  

The next day we packed our bags and prepared for the long

journey back to Bristol.  From the hotel we were taken to

Pitlochry for the 9.20am train to Edinburgh.  After saying

good-bye to our fellow travellers, we made our way to

Platform 8 where the Edinburgh to Temple Meads train

departed at 1.30pm.  We arrived back at Bristol at 8.30pm

rather weary and with the sights and sounds of the Highlands

still ringing in our ears.  Time to settle back to reality and a

comfortable and rather routine existence with memories and

photographs to keep us going in the meantime.  
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The Glenfinnan Viaduct

All aboard The hydro-electric power station
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Situations Vacant



22                                                                                                                                                                                                                        The Week in • Wednesday 25th August 2021

Crossword SolutionSudoku Solutions

4 2 8 1 5 3 9 6 7
9 3 7 6 8 2 5 4 1
1 6 5 7 9 4 8 3 2
7 8 9 4 2 6 1 5 3
5 4 6 3 1 8 7 2 9
3 1 2 5 7 9 4 8 6
6 7 4 9 3 5 2 1 8
8 5 1 2 6 7 3 9 4
2 9 3 8 4 1 6 7 5

2-Hard1-Easy

Garden Services

Garden ServicesAerials Appliances

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Blinds

Home

Maintenance

Carpentry

Carpet Cleaning

Service Directory
Electrical

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting at

2 weeks

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting at

2 weeks

Architectural

Services Driveways



The Week in • Wednesday 25th August 2021                                                                                                                                                                                                                       23

Service Directory
Home

Maintenance

Plumbing Book a series

of adverts

and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4.20 per

centimetre (min 5cm)

The more weeks you

book the cheaper

each insertion

becomes

1 week - £21

2 weeks - £18.90

4 wk - £17.85

6 wk - £16.80

8 wk - £15.75

12 wk - £14.70

26 wk - £13.65

52 wk - £12.60

All prices per week

exc VAT

You don't have to book

successive weeks. 

You can choose

fortnightly, monthly 

or specific insertion

dates as long as the

total number of

insertions booked

corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting

at 2 weeks

Book a series

of adverts

and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4.20 per

centimetre (min 5cm)

The more weeks you

book the cheaper

each insertion

becomes

1 week - £21

2 weeks - £18.90

4 wk - £17.85

6 wk - £16.80

8 wk - £15.75

12 wk - £14.70

26 wk - £13.65

52 wk - £12.60

All prices per week

exc VAT

You don't have to book

successive weeks. 

You can choose

fortnightly, monthly 

or specific insertion

dates as long as the

total number of

insertions booked

corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting

at 2 weeks

Tree Services

Tree Services

Rubbish 
Clearance

Cheap and fast
We load and clear any 

household, garden, garage 
and shed clearance

Free estimates
Fully licensed
85% recycled

Call 0117 9373009
at anytime to book

Roofing

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Telephone

Engineers

Waste Disposal

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Wigs

Locksmiths

Painting

& Decorating

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting at

2 weeks

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting at

2 weeks



24                                                                                                                                                                                                                        The Week in • Wednesday 25th August 2021




