
There was a warning this week of more significant

disruption for Keynsham because of an “unfortunate”

clash of roadworks in the town centre.

Efforts are under way to try to alleviate the impact of the

proposed three-week closure of the junction of Rock Road

with Ashton Way as major works are already taking place in

the High Street, which has been closed for the past month for

the regeneration scheme. 

Halsall Construction are working in partnership with Alliance

Homes on the block of apartments on the corner of Rock

Road and Ashton Way, on the former Dribuild site. They need

to carry out urgent connection work to the main sewer. 

Keynsham councillors were briefed by B&NES Council last

Thursday. The work is due to take place later this month, and

could start as early as next week, but the council had not

confirmed the timing as we went to print.

Cllr Alan Hale contacted The Week In after the briefing and

alerted people on Facebook to more “obscene traffic chaos”.

“If you live in Temple Street, Albert Road, Park Road and

West View Road, you are going to be part of a diversionary

route all of that time,” he said.

“A sewer has to be laid to serve the new flats at the bottom

of Rock Road, the flats that all local councillors fought

against, but the planning committee agreed. Apparently the

developers have an absolute right to do this work and there

is nothing the council can do to stop it.

“Rest assured we will continue to work on behalf of those

we represent to alleviate everything we can, but it is likely

to be an absolute mess.”

Ashton Way will be accessible from the Charlton Road end

only. Cllr Hale understands that

the works in the High Street

will be suspended and that

traffic will be able to use it one-

way.

We asked B&NES Council to

confirm when the works would

start, what would happen to

buses and whether vehicles

would be able to access The

Labbott and the car parks there. 

We did not get answers to those

questions but on Monday

morning Richard Samuel,

deputy council leader and

Cabinet Member for Resources

& Economic Development,

issued a statement saying: “As

with many construction projects

across the country, both the

Rock Road development and the public realm works in

Keynsham have experienced delays due to COVID. 

“We are now facing an unfortunate situation where both

schemes have coincided. We are in discussion with the

developer of the Rock Road site and with our own

contractors for the High Street scheme to try to resolve this

conflict of works.

“We fully recognise that any closure of Rock Road at the

same time as the High Street is closed would cause

significant disruption in the area. It is something that we are

working hard to avoid and we will be updating residents and

businesses at the earliest opportunity this week.”

Originally the traffic order proposed the closure of Rock

Road from the mini-roundabout with Ashton Way up to

Mayfields. However, Cllr Hale told us on Monday night that

a new traffic order was being drawn up which would allow

people to drive down Rock Road from West View Road to

get into The Labbott and the car parks there. 

It remained unclear on Monday whether vehicles would be

able to access Iceland’s service yard near the mini-

roundabout. 

Look out for updates on this story on our website.
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Bristol Civic Society has criticised

South Gloucestershire Council’s

plans to improve the layout of five

junctions on the A4174 Ring Road

between the Lyde Green and Kingsfield

roundabouts.

The independent voluntary organisation,

which looks to influence the development of

major sites, and new planning and transport

policy, has warned: “The proposal may just

mean that congestion and its associated

problems of air pollution and accidents is

shunted down the road to the next pinch

point.”

The society has responded to the council’s

consultation, which closes next week,

saying. “Whilst we agree the need for an

effective ring road system to cater for

essential through traffic, we do not believe

that the proposed scheme will be effective in

reducing congestion and are not convinced

these proposals are the best use of £30m of

taxpayers’ money. 

“It is disappointing that there seems to have

been no attempt made to look at alternatives

to increased road capacity when we are in an

air pollution and climate emergency.

There are no bus lanes proposed. Cyclists

and pedestrians appear to gain no real

benefits but have some existing provisions

removed.”

It quotes the Government’s recently

published Decarbonising Transport strategy

which says: “We cannot pile ever more cars,

delivery vans and taxis on to the same

congested urban roads. That would be

difficult for the roads, let alone the planet, to

tolerate. As we build back better from the

pandemic, it will be essential to avoid a car-

led recovery.”

The society says a number of mature trees

will have to be removed and that widening

through additional lanes will remove green

areas: “The net effect will be a less green

road environment. Signal-controlled

roundabouts would mean an increase in

visual clutter from the increased number of

signals, additional road markings and

signage.”

It adds that if there are significant road safety

issues at one or more of these roundabouts,

they could potentially be included in a

smaller scheme.

Last week we reported that Emersons Green

Town Council had also objected. 

‘Monstrous mega-roundabouts’

Meanwhile South Glos Green Party is urging

people to have their say before the deadline

of Monday 16th August. Coordinator Dan

Johnston said the “five monstrous mega-

roundabouts” would do nothing to tackle the

climate emergency and would instead cause

environmental damage and an increase in car

dependency. 

He added: “Local residents have also shared

with us their concerns about many years of

disruption to the roads and the potential

worsening of air quality, especially for

people with respiratory conditions like

asthma.”

The Greens want the council to scrap the

plans and focus on improving cycling

infrastructure and bus routes instead.

South Gloucestershire Council has said the

project will improve capacity and

connections for walking and cycling, and

also help the flow of public transport. 

To find out more visit www.consultations.

southglos.gov.uk/A4174improvements

Paper copies of the response form are

available at Kingswood One Stop Shop or

call 01454 868000. See letters, page 8.
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Bristol Civic Society slates Ring Road junction proposals

Kingsfield Roundabout 



A new £30m secondary

and primary school for

Lyde Green are going to be

delayed after a change of

builder and one of the

sponsors. 

Willmott Dixon are no

longer employed to

construct the new schools

co-located at Honeysuckle

Road. Instead they will be

built by BAM.

Meanwhile the Regional

Schools Commissioner, who

had appointed South

Gloucestershire and Stroud

Academy Trust (SGS) to run

the new 900-place

secondary school as part of

the Department for

Educations Free Schools

programme, has now

switched sponsor.

The Olympus Trust have

now been appointed. Castle

School Education Trust

(CSET) will still run the new

primary school as planned.

Questions about exactly

what has happened with

Willmott Dixon and SGS

remain unanswered this

week.

We asked South Gloucester-

shire Council, the Regional

Schools Commissioner and

the trust itself why SGS

were no longer involved. All

three gave us a similar

response – that SGS were

“not able to continue their

involvement into the pre-

opening phase of the school”

- but did not say why.

The three parties also said

that SGS had “contributed

significantly” to getting the

project approved and were

“delighted” that it was going

ahead and would continue to

support the project and the

community it serves.

The new primary school had

been due to open its doors to

the first reception classes in

September 2022. The

estate’s first primary school

in nearby Willowherb Road,

which was opened by CSET

in 2015, is currently

planning building work to be

able to provide room for

more pupils.

The new secondary school

building had been due to

welcome its Year 7 pupils in

September 2023 and the

council has committed to

ensuring that pupils entering

Year 7 in September 2022

will be accommodated as

planned. It has not said

where, although there has

been speculation it could be

at Winterbourne Academy.

The council did not respond

to our questions about

whether there had been a

financial dispute with

Willmott Dixon, how long

the anticipated delay to
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Delays to new £30m Lyde Green 

MPs Luke Hall & Chris Skidmore pictured on the site last year

Building problems at
another South Glos school
It would appear that there is also an issue

at Elm Park Primary School at

Winterbourne where South Glos Council

is working with Willmott Dixon on a

£4.9m rebuild.

Shortly before we went to print this week

we learned that Filton & Bradley Stoke

MP Jack Lopresti had flagged up

problems.

Writing on social media he said he had

visited the school in Nicholls Lane which

was meant to be months from opening

South Gloucestershire’s first Passivhaus

carbon neutral building. 

“The opening was meant to be October. It

is now forecast for 2023. I last visited in

September when excitement was high at

the prospect of the new build and work

was ready to start. However, dither and

delay means the site is ready but there’s no

building work starting for the foreseeable

future.

“I have written to the council and local

councillors to express my disappointment

and concern that the project gets under

way as soon as possible – to give the

school and the children the building they

deserve.”

We have asked both the council and

Willmott Dixon what is happening.
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completion of the new

schools would be and

whether the cost of the

project is likely to rise

In a statement the council

said: “We are currently

working closely with

Olympus, CSET and BAM

to finalise plans for the new

school provision, including

designs and final completion

dates for new buildings. 

“However, we remain

committed to ensuring that

pupils entering Year 7 in

September 2022 will be

accommodated. Places will

be available through the

normal admissions process

from September 2021 and

there will also be

information events for

families to hear about plans,

with details to be shared as

soon as they are available.

“Both contractors are on an

approved panel of builders

and we have chosen to

progress this work with

BAM, while we continue to

work with Wilmott Dixon on

other projects, including

Elm Park school, for

example. 

“As the plans are being

finalised we are committed

to providing value for

money as well as excellent

school facilities for pupils in

Lyde Green.”

This week Willmott Dixon,

who had been due to build

the schools to low-carbon

Passivhaus standards, told us

they were no longer

proceeding on Lyde Green

for South Gloucestershire

Council: “After exhausting

all options to progress the

scheme, by mutual

agreement it was agreed that

Willmott Dixon would

conclude its preconstruc-

tion contract with the

council.”

Under SGS the new

secondary school was going

to have a focus on

engineering and digital

technology. However, the

Olympus Trust have

confirmed it will be a

mainstream secondary

school without specialism.

Olympus Trust’s CEO Dave

Baker said on social media:

“Pleased to share that

@olympustrust will be

sponsor for the new Lyde

Green secondary school

which is due to open for its

first cohort in September

2022. Further details to

follow in due course,

including about admissions

arrangements.”

This week Kingswood MP

Chris Skidmore and

neighbouring MP Luke Hall,

who have long campaigned

for the provision of the

new secondary school, both

said that they would be

working closely together

and with the council and

Department for Education to

ensure it can open as soon as

possible.

 schools as builder and sponsor are replaced

How the secondary school will look
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The petition to save the 17 bus that we have featured in

The Week In has so far drawn 360 supporters – and the

forms sent back so far by readers were handed over to

West of England Metro Mayor Dan Norris in Keynsham

last Thursday.

The 17 Southmead Hospital to Keynsham service serves

many communities en route and stops at Cossham Hospital.

There were plans to split the route into two from September

with passengers having to change in Kingswood. There had

been no public consultation, sparking concerns including

from patients and NHS staff for whom the 17 is a lifeline.

The route is operated by bus company First partly on a

commercial basis with a subsidy from the West of England

Combined Authority. We have had responses from people in

Kingswood, Hanham, Longwell Green, Keynsham,

Fishponds/Hillfields and Staple Hill/Soundwell, as well as

Willsbridge, Barrs Court, Cadbury Heath, Warmley, Oldland

Common, Downend, Emersons Green, Mangotsfield, St

George, Bitton, Saltford, Bridgeyate, Stapleton, Eastville,

Redland, Whitchurch, Doynton and Yate. Several wrote on

the petition forms how vital the service is to them.

Our campaign has supported that of Kingswood councillor

Andrea Reid who has also gathered hundreds of signatures.

Mr Norris has praised both Cllr Reid and The Week In saying

the support has helped greatly in his conversations with First

and others as he has stressed the fundamental importance of

the key service to many local communities.

All journeys from Southmead Hospital will now run the full

route, along with early morning journeys from Keynsham.

Remaining journeys through the day from Keynsham will

require a change in Kingswood where there will be a 10-

minute connection time. First have said that the number of

customers who would need to do this is minimal. 

Mr Norris has acknowledged that concerns remain about wait

times for a bus connection on the 17 route as it heads towards

Southmead Hospital, and that when more funding hopefully

becomes available, he will be looking to address this.

17 bus petition handed to Metro Mayor 

Family fun day
There will be a family fun day at Fountain Square in

Staple Hill on Saturday 21st August from noon to 4pm,

organised by Staple Hill Chamber of Trade.

There will be food and activity stalls and performances.
Dan Norris receives the petition from
Week In editor Becky Feather
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Waiting for answers
Dear Editor    

I was interested to see Emersons Green Town

Council has lodged an objection to the proposed

changes to the A4174.

South Gloucestershire Council’s so-called two-

hour saving for pollution does not compute with

the amount of inconvenience, pollution and

environmental damage caused during the

construction/changes. We've seen that with

tailbacks almost 24/7 with the one already in

progress.

I believe the reasons they give for improvement

are utter nonsense to improve traffic congestion

and thus pollution for two hours a day during the

commute. As well as completing the

consultation, I wrote the following email and

was assured I would receive an answer to my

concerns within five days. Ten days later - zilch,

nada, nowt.

1. We already have tailbacks all the time due to

the existing roundabout alterations so how does

easing traffic/pollution for two peak hours a day

justify causing mega pollution with tailbacks?

2. Has an in-depth itinerary been taken of how

many mature trees you will be destroying and

just discarding been done?  Having seen an aerial

view of the roundabouts I estimate in the region

of 50-70 mature trees. 

3. Why do you not adopt the Japanese way of

moving trees by lifting the root ball and locating

in the specified area? 

4. What is going to happen to the dog roses,

mature shrubs, mature grasses, to the birds, small

mammals, insect havens/life – all of which is

essential to the environment.

5. Can you please give the exact

GPS/geographical location of where you intend

to plant replacement trees?  The reason I ask is

you state ‘elsewhere’ but having been a resident

in this area for 40 years+ I know of nowhere in

South Glos called ‘Elsewhere’, neither can I find

it on Google maps. And one thing council tax

payers should pay attention to is, even if central

government grant the £30m, do you really think

that will be enough?  And where do you think

the remainder will come from?  

I await their reply to my concerns but am not

holding my breath!

Anne Gale

Time to overturn beehive

ban on allotments
Dear Becky    

Now that bees are welcome on the various high

streets of South Glos (Issue 689), is it too much

to hope that the council will overturn the ban,

which I have never understood, on allowing

beehives on allotment sites? 

Pollination would improve and they would be a

source of local honey.

Dave Body

Keynsham is becoming

Bath’s dustbin
Dear Editor    

Keynsham is fast becoming the dustbin for

planning developments that Bath wishes to

avoid.  

By cramming housing into every Keynsham

green space to meet government-imposed

quotas, while trumpeting the dubious glory of a

state-of-the-art recycling facility, BANES

Council demonstrate open contempt for the

wishes and needs of the residents of Keynsham. 

I don’t want any further recycling sites or the

continual expansion of our town into the green

surrounds. Who does? B&NES Planning

Department clearly operate under a directive to

channel any unpleasant developments away

from “beautiful historic Bath” – the approval of

an industrial concrete works, with the promise

of noise and dust, in a residential area

overlooking our park in Keynsham certainly is

evidence of this. 

Who is going to stand up for Keynsham?  Do we

have to wait until we are a suburb of Bath before

we are given any protection?

Alistair Gilroy

Leisure centre issues
Dear Editor    

I read with interest the main article and letters in

Issus 686 and 688 regarding Keynsham Leisure

Centre.

Well done to Paula Reed for taking the time and

effort to highlight aspects of long-term concern.

It is a pity that the leisure centre`s operator`s

response to Issue 686 was a watered-down,

insulting comment. There is more than one

customer with concerns.

Of course, the issues of cleanliness at the leisure

centre are nothing new and existed before the

refurbishment. At one time they employed a

cleaner who kept the premises as clean as a new

pin, but after she left it quickly deteriorated. 

The 50+-year-old structure of the swimming

pool has a channel where the water flaps. This

encourages a scum line to form on the edge and

without regular cleaning will get into the pool.

Most modern pools have a horizontal grill

system which avoids this problem.

Clearly the refurbishment of the main pool to a

modern standard should have been a priority and

has been incomplete.

After the refurbishment, it should have been the

case that the leisure centre would be kept clean,

but that is obviously not the case. The lifeguards

should not be employed to do the cleaning

except in an emergency.

As Paula says, the Longwell Green Centre is

deep cleaned by a professional firm each

morning,

The issue with the lockers appears to me to be

discriminatory and a means of recouping the cost

of the refurbishment. I doubt if anything will

change at Keynsham. 

Rachael Taylor, Keynsham

Charity collecting
Dear Editor    

I just wanted to say it was lovely to be back

charity collecting again at Downend Co-op last

Tuesday. I have really missed my weekly charity

collecting there which I did for four years before

lockdown started. 

It was lovely just before lockdown started to

raise enough money to donate 100 epilepsy

information packs to the NHS. Staff were so

grateful, saying they would distribute them to

every local doctors’ surgery and hospital

epilepsy ward in Bristol and South

Gloucestershire, raising epilepsy awareness and

money for epilepsy charities at the same time. 

At the Co-op I raised just over £39 and a box of

food and essentials for the Kingswood Bourne

foodbank and took them up there last Tuesday

where staff were really grateful. They were a

great support to us when we needed them and we

always love giving something back to charities

that have helped my family over the years. 

Sarah Reid 

Could you play a key role

in Scouting?
Dear Becky    

Wansdyke Scouts Executive is a charitable trust

registered with the Charities Commission. We

oversee nine Scout groups within Wansdyke as

well as five Explorer Groups. 

Each of those groups are registered charities

within their own right responsible for their own

accounting, auditing and annual submission of

accounts to the Charity Commission.

We are looking for a treasurer who can work

with the Executive in the following areas: 

• Take responsibility for our financial

management.

• Modernise our accounting processes.

• Advise the Executive on sponsorship, grants

and funding opportunities.

• Co-ordinate the financial management of each

Scout and Explorer Group to meet their annual

Charity Commission rules and deadlines. (Each

group has their own treasurer)

• Create a financial picture of resources and

assets.

• To be an active participant within the Executive

contributing to our five-year plan for Scouting

in Wansdyke. 

Scouting is recovering from the pandemic so this

is a great opportunity for us to modernise and

build back Scouting in Wansdyke to reflect the

society of 2021 and beyond.

Nigel Wright

District Chair, Wansdyke District Scouts

Tel: 07754152455

LETTERS



SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 15th August

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green

(10.30am-4pm) 

Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm) 

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)

Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park 

(9.30am-4.30pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG

(9am-7pm) 

Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH

(10am-4pm)

Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)

Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds

(10am-4pm)

Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway

(11am-5pm)

Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard

The Week in • Wednesday 11th August 2021                                                                                                                                                                                                                          9

South Gloucestershire Council has come under fire for

allowing a local beauty spot to fall into a “shambolic

state”.

A Week In reader wrote to the council about the state of the

pond in Felicity Park, next to Siston Common and copied us

in. He also wrote to the local authority three years ago with

his concerns about the dilapidated state of the pond and the

need for urgent action.

Although the broken staging has recently been replaced, and

the park itself has been reasonably maintained, he said the

central feature – the pond – has been abandoned.

“The weir (sluice gate) is now non-existent, the last

remaining planks having disappeared. The pond is silted up

again for the third or fourth time, covering half the pond area.

The bullrushes/reeds are very dense, 10ft tall, impenetrable,

covering top and bottom ends and obscuring views of the

remaining open water.”

He said a fallen tree is completely across the sole remaining

area of open water, obscuring any clear views of the pond.

“This is the third time this has occurred and due to the nesting

season, this unsightly monstrosity will not be removed (if at

all) until the autumn.”

He continued: “The pond has been in existence for some 20

years, since the creation of the park. Over the years it has

become a pleasant place to visit, attracting much wildlife

including nesting coots, moorhens, kingfishers and mallards.

Youngsters would sit on the staging, dangling fishing nets

into the shallow water, catching minnows. Today the passing

public must wonder what a shambolic, totally overgrown

sight they are confronted with.

“Undoubtedly the best aspect of the pond is the

commemorative plaque (near the entrance) dedicated to

Felicity Kelly after whom the park was named. It details what

the pond was designed to look like – a far cry from today’s

disastrous scene.

“Should South Glos Council wish to plead financial

limitations, I would point out that over the past 12 months,

considerable money has been spent with the planting of yet

more trees in the meadow area, rather than carrying out

essential pond maintenance activities.”

Concerns about the state of the pond have also been raised

at local Community Engagement Forum meetings.

This week a South Gloucestershire Council spokesperson

told us: “The Felicity Park pond is an attenuation pond for

Siston Brook. The brook receives outfall water from a nearby

industrial estate and the ring road, which can lead to the pond

occasionally becoming discoloured or receive increased

levels of sediment at time of high rainfall. Due to the slower

flow rate in the pond, it naturally acts as a silt trap for all of

these sources. We are aware that there has been a build-up of

silt. 

“We have carried out desilting work at the pond in the past

and we are currently working to identify funding for future

desilting work. Dense plants on ponds are good as they act

as shelter for fauna, however when the pond is next desilted,

this will thin out the vegetation.

“An area inspector will check on the state of the weir next

time they are in the area and if necessary, arrange for any

missing planks to be replaced. The fallen tree limb has been

reported to our tree team who will take appropriate action

when possible, to minimise disturbance to the local

habitats/wildlife.”

Concerns over ‘shambolic’ state of pond

COVID cases still falling
The most up-to-date COVID figures available on

Monday showed cases locally still falling.

In South Glos there were 834 cases – a rate of 289 per

100,000 population, down 28% on the previous seven-

day period. 

In B&NES the figure was 577 recorded cases, down

from 633 (rate per 100,000 population 294). 

Data for Bristol showed 1,897 cases, down from 1,901.

The case rate per 100,000 population was 407. 

The England rate was 284 cases per 100,000.

The Friends of Victory Park in Brislington are

organising a free community event for local people on

Wednesday 18th August, weather permitting.

The event will run from 11am to 4pm. People are

encouraged to bring a picnic and there will be nature

activities, crafts, face painting, a treasure hunt and

games.

There are toilets on the site.

Community picnic

The fallen tree across the pond

The broken staging has been replaced



People are being asked to have their say on whether

temporary double yellow lines on the A420 in Wick to

stop hazardous parking by visitors to the Golden Valley

Nature Reserve should be made permanent.

The restrictions were installed in April down both sides of

High Street and Church Road from west of the junction with

Naishcombe Hill to east of the Rose and Crown pub.

The nature reserve has became very popular since the first

lockdown last year when hundreds of people were flocking

there every day, and there have been reports of vehicles

parking dangerously on the A420, causing congestion and

blocking pavements and driveways.

South Gloucestershire Council says: “Golden Valley Local

Nature Reserve has experienced a significant increase in

visitors. Although bus services are available along the A420

with stops close to the reserve entrance, there is no

designated car park for the nature reserve and on-street

parking is very limited – previous limited parking availability

at Wick Village Hall is no longer available.”

The council says the parking restrictions laid four months

ago are legally enforceable on a temporary basis only for up

to 18 months so it is now consulting on whether they should

now be made permanent.

Find out more at www.southglos.gov.uk/consultation

If you do not have access to the internet and wish to receive

a paper copy of the questionnaire, call 01454 868004. The

closing date for comments is Monday 23rd August.

Crossword ACROSS
1. Foyer (9)

9. Make beloved (6)

10. Cat's sound (4)

11. For fear that (4)

12. Summer
clothing (6)

13. Provoked (7)

16. Require (4)

17. Bright star (4)

18. Vehicle (3)

20. Newt (3)

21. Swarm (4)

23. Bygone (4)

25. Baby clothes (7)

26. Saunter (6)

29. Mown grass (4)

30. Care about (4)

31. Two-seater
bicycle (6)

32. Breed of dog (9)

DOWN

2. Of horses (6)

3. Lethargic (6)

4. Whalebone (6)

5. In smaller quantity (4)

6. Hold spellbound (7)

7. Equipment (4)

8. Thwart (9)

13. Unfeeling (9)

14. Small US coin (4)

15. Wooden pin (5)

18. Outer garment (4)

19. Played for time (7)

22. Large wine bottle (6)

23. Allow (6)

24. Verse of a poem (6)

27. Fruit peel (4)

28. Tibetan priest (4)
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Should yellow lines be made permanent?

Thornbury & Yate MP Luke Hall held a day of action

in Wick recently.

He visited local business Clip, which specialises in

custom exhibition stand building and design, to discuss

COVID-19 recovery support.  He also took part in a

village litter pick when constituents discussed with him

the problem of littering throughout the village,

especially from passing motorists. 

The MP held a surgery at Wick Café and at the Rose &

Crown pub. Issues raised by residents included lorries

speeding through the village, potholes, and monitoring

wheel washing and access to the quarry.

Mr Hall also knocked on doors to get residents’ opinions

and suggestions on local post-COVID recovery. 

MP holds village surgery

Luke Hall litter picking
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A new mobile COVID-testing facility is visiting different

parts of Bath and North East Somerset from this week.

The bright green van is touring supermarkets, shopping

centres, trading estates, day care centres, and various other

locations for the next two months, offering supervised lateral

flow (rapid) testing for those without symptoms.

Among the locations in the first week will be Ashton Way

car park in Keynsham on Saturday from 9am to 5pm.

Locations will be published in advance every week on the

council’s website. 

People won’t need to book – just turn up and have a

supervised test and collect lateral flow tests to take home.

Outreach workers will be on board so people can also ask

any COVID-19 related queries.

Around one in three people with coronavirus do not have

symptoms and can spread the virus without knowing it – so

getting tested is the only way to know if you have the virus.

Meanwhile two community lateral flow testing vans hit the

streets of Bristol last week to make testing more accessible

for residents and to increase uptake. While available to

everyone, the city council is keen to encourage uptake from

people with disabilities, Black, Asian and minority ethnic

communities and areas of deprivation. Times and locations

will be on the council’s website. Residents don’t need to

book.

South Gloucestershire Council has had mobile testing vans

visiting different locations for some time. They include

Cadbury Heath Community Centre on Mondays from 9am

to noon and Page Park in Staple Hill from 2pm to 5pm;

Tuesdays by Bottegino’s at Emersons Green from 9am to

noon and at Page Park from 2pm to 5pm; Wednesdays at

Fountain Square in Staple Hill (9am to noon) and the car park

by Mangotsfield School from 2pm to 5pm; Thursdays at

Asda in Longwell Green (9am to noon); Fridays at Downend

Co-op car park (2pm to 5pm); on Saturdays in Regent Street,

Kingswood (near Iceland) (2pm to 5pm); and Sundays at

Pucklechurch Community Centre (2pm to 5pm).

More mobile testing for
COVID-19 now available

Charity walk
Keynsham group Walkers are Welcome are organising

a charity walk in aid of Teenage Cancer on Sunday (15th

August) starting at 10am at the Memorial Park Café.

This will be a circular three-mile walk to the nature

reserve at Willsbridge where people will be able to enjoy

the beauty spot and buy refreshments in the café if they

wish. Everybody is welcome, including dogs under

control. Donations are appreciated. To find out more call

Dave on 0786 6440968.
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People in their 70s are being urged to protect

themselves against shingles with a free vaccine.

Uptake rates of the jab have been falling in the

South West in recent years, which is why the NHS

is urging anyone aged 70-79 years old to contact

their GP to arrange their vaccination if they

haven’t yet received it.

Shingles is a very itchy, painful, burning group of

blisters caused by the reactivation of the

chickenpox (varicella-zoster) virus. The rash

commonly affects one area of the body, often the

chest, but it can also affect any nerves including

those in the face and eyes and can last up to four

weeks. For some people, pain can persist for

several months, or even years, after the rash has

disappeared. Dr Emma Kain, Screening and

Immunisations Lead in the South West said:  “As

people get older their immune system naturally

weakens, which is why those aged 70 and over are

more likely to get shingles. 

“Complications of shingles can be fatal for around

1 in 1,000 over-70s who develop the illness which

is why it is so important that eligible patients

contact their GP surgery to arrange a convenient

time for their vaccine.”

By having the vaccination, you will significantly

reduce your chance of developing shingles and if

you do get it the symptoms are likely to be milder

and the illness shorter than if you had not had the

jab.

NHS urges anyone aged 70-79
to take up shingles vaccine

Almost £40,000 of funding for voluntary and

community initiatives – including projects to

improve public open spaces, get young people

active in the holidays and after school, tackle

inequalities and protect the climate - are being

awarded by South Gloucestershire Council.

The Area Wide Grants are part of the council’s

commitment to supporting a thriving community

and voluntary sector. Each financial year a pot of

£70,000 is provided for groups to bid on, with this,

the second round of funding, benefitting 16

initiatives. The organisations receiving a

combined £39,381 of funding include:

• Friends of Magpie Bottom - £1,500 for access

path repairs.

• Kingswood Community Transport - £1,500 to

contribute towards funding for an electric car.

• The Park Centre, Kingswood - £1,992 to provide

IT for retired people.

• Friends of Siston Commons - £1,320 for

conservation days on Siston Commons.

• CVS South Gloucestershire - £1,500 for climate

action across South Glos.

• Ignite Life - £3,000 for the expansion and

development of counselling services for young

people.

• Golden Oldies - £900 for Goldies social Sing and

Smile.

• Carers Support Centre - £2,955 in funding

support.

Grants for community and voluntary groups in South Glos

A two-vehicle crash on

Homeapple Hill in Wick

just before 5pm last

Thursday closed the

road for a time.

Fire and ambulance

crews and the police

attended. It is

understood that one

person was injured.

Crash
on hill



Downend Horticultural

Society enjoyed an evening

outing to South Kelding

gardens in Upton Cheyney

recently.

The owners of the seven-

acre site gave members a

guided walk around the

arboretum, which is grouped

by continents, down to a

woodland area boundary

stream and wildlife pond.

Back towards the house are

herbaceous and shrub beds.

This garden is open as part

of the National Garden

Scheme.

The society’s next meeting

is on 9th September at

7.30pm which will be a talk

about fruit growing at the

Assembly Hall in Salisbury

Road in Downend. 

To find out more call Roger

Davis 0117 9571703 or

Hilary Walton on 0117

9792832.

The Week in • Wednesday 11th August 2021                                                                                                                                                                                                                        13

Vacancy

to fill?
Advertising in The

Week In is an

effective and low

cost option. 

Call Tracy on

0117 986 0381. 

Family

Announcements

Bereavement

Situations Vacant

More than 1,000 wristbands handed
out to safeguard people with dementia

Around the world
in 80 minutes

More than 1,000 wearable tech wristbands have now been

handed out as part of the Avon and Somerset Dementia

Safeguarding Scheme, launched last year in collaboration

with the Senior Citizen Liaison Team Charity.

Using Near Field Communication (NFC) technology, the

wristband stores essential information about the wearer,

including their name and details of next of kin. This

information can be used by emergency services, health

professionals or community members to get the wearer back

to safety should they be found whilst lost or confused. 

There are still plenty of wristbands available to the public and

care homes, free of charge thanks to charitable funding.

Sgt Stuart King, who leads the initiative in addition to his role

as a response officer, said: “I have been overwhelmed with

the positive attention and wider support this scheme has

received from the public. To hear the positive feedback and

reassurance that the scheme brings to families and the people

living with dementia makes it all worthwhile. 

"I would like to thank Bristol Dementia Action Alliance

Charity, Senior Citizen Liaison Team Charity, Wessex Water,

Bristol Water and Western Power Distribution for the funding

to purchase the NFC wristbands.” 

To apply for a wristband, visit

https://www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/forms/dss

The rear number plate was stolen from a car parked on

Chestnut Walk in Saltford between 9am and 2pm on

Thursday 29th July.

Police recommend that drivers take extra precautions to

prevent this type of crime. Screws that only tighten up are

one option, but you are advised to check that this won’t

affect any warranty you have for the vehicle.

If you have any information about this incident call the

police on 101 or Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800

555 111.

Number plate
theft alert
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Crossword SolutionSudoku Solutions

4 2 8 1 5 3 9 6 7
9 3 7 6 8 2 5 4 1
1 6 5 7 9 4 8 3 2
7 8 9 4 2 6 1 5 3
5 4 6 3 1 8 7 2 9
3 1 2 5 7 9 4 8 6
6 7 4 9 3 5 2 1 8
8 5 1 2 6 7 3 9 4
2 9 3 8 4 1 6 7 5

2-Hard1-Easy

Garden Services

Garden ServicesAerials Aerials

Appliances

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Blinds

Home

Maintenance

Carpentry

Carpet Cleaning

Service Directory

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting at

2 weeks

Electrical

Computers

Driveways
Architectural

Services
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Service Directory
Home

Maintenance

Plumbing

Plumbing

Book a series

of adverts

and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4.20 per

centimetre (min 5cm)

The more weeks you

book the cheaper

each insertion

becomes

1 week - £21

2 weeks - £18.90

4 wk - £17.85

6 wk - £16.80

8 wk - £15.75

12 wk - £14.70

26 wk - £13.65

52 wk - £12.60

All prices per week

exc VAT

You don't have to book

successive weeks. 

You can choose

fortnightly, monthly 

or specific insertion

dates as long as the

total number of

insertions booked

corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting

at 2 weeks

Book a series

of adverts

and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4.20 per

centimetre (min 5cm)

The more weeks you

book the cheaper

each insertion

becomes

1 week - £21

2 weeks - £18.90

4 wk - £17.85

6 wk - £16.80

8 wk - £15.75

12 wk - £14.70

26 wk - £13.65

52 wk - £12.60

All prices per week

exc VAT

You don't have to book

successive weeks. 

You can choose

fortnightly, monthly 

or specific insertion

dates as long as the

total number of

insertions booked

corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting

at 2 weeks

Tree Services

Rubbish 
Clearance

Cheap and fast
We load and clear any 

household, garden, garage 
and shed clearance

Free estimates
Fully licensed
85% recycled

Call 0117 9373009
at anytime to book

Roofing

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Telephone

Engineers

Waste Disposal

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Wigs

Locksmiths

Painting

& Decorating

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting at

2 weeks

Venue Hire
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