
A South Gloucestershire nursery with 64 children on its

roll has closed in the wake of an Ofsted report which

found that youngsters’ safety was being put at

“significant” risk.

Following a visit to Mini Beasts Nursery Pre-School at

Jarretts Garden Centre in Willsbridge, Ofsted judged it as

‘Inadequate’ for quality of education, behaviour and attitudes,

personal development and leadership and management.

Parents are now having to find alternative childcare and 14

members of staff have lost their jobs after Mini Beasts

officially closed on 25th July.

This week Kelly Probert, who opened the nursery there in

2018, said she had received “overwhelming” support from

families and that the nursery had been “let down” by South

Gloucestershire Council. 

She said that although Ofsted had cleared the actions which

the nursery had been ordered to carry out following the

inspection, the council had still removed Mini Beasts from

its directory of providers.

Ofsted inspector Victoria Nicolson visited the nursery on 3rd

June and her report was published on 8th July. In it, she said:

“Although there are procedures in place to safeguard

children, these are not followed and children's safety is put

at significant risk. The manager does not ensure that the

adults she employs are suitable to care for children. While

some staff identify and record concerns about children's

welfare, the designated safeguarding lead does not share this

important information with agencies who protect children.”

The report said that not all staff had the required checks in

place to ascertain their suitability, such as Disclosure and

Barring Service (DBS) checks; some hadn’t received

induction training to help them understand important

procedures and the manager, as designated safeguarding lead,

did not keep herself sufficiently informed about the children:

“As a result, concerns that indicate a child may be at risk go

unreported and children and their families do not get the help

they need.”

The report also said that the manager did not monitor staff

practice well enough. The quality of education was described

as “poor”, with staff not assessing children's progress or

providing a curriculum that offered appropriate challenge.

Frequent changes to key-person systems meant staff did not

know children well enough and younger children struggled

to settle. The inspector also found that the manager and staff

did not consistently support children with special educational

needs and/or disabilities (SEND).

The report highlighted some positives, acknowledging that

overall children behaved well and developed friendships

within the nursery. Parents were happy with the care their

children were receiving and the youngsters enjoyed

attending.

Concerns about safeguarding requirements at Mini Beasts

had also been flagged up in April 2019 when Ofsted issued

a legal notice. Ofsted subsequently said the nursery had taken

action and remained registered. 

This week Ms Probert told us: “Over the past 18 months, as

a nursery we had had little support from the local authority

due to COVID. We had staff not return from furlough,

making staffing very difficult, resulting in a high turnover. 

“When Ofsted came to the setting, we had a very new staff

team. There has been very little training available due to

COVID and we did not have anyone from the local authority

come out to the setting from 9th January 2020 until 9th June

2021, despite us being a new setting. I feel we have been

seriously let down by our mentors, South Glos Council.”

Continued on page 2
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Controversial plans by Keynsham firm

4Concrete to extend their operating hours

have been blocked and both the company

and council officers have been publicly

criticised.

Councillors on Bath & North East Somerset

Council’s planning committee voted against

4Concrete’s latest planning application on

the grounds of loss of amenity for nearby

residents after hearing of the devastating

impact they are suffering from current

operations at Old Station Yard, off Avon Mill

Lane.

Council officers had recommended approval

of the revised and partially retrospective

application for barriers to reduce noise and

dust, allowing 4Concrete to start filling

concrete mixing vehicles an hour earlier on

weekdays (at 6.30am) and to finish an hour

later (at 6.30pm), but only once the fences

had proved to be effective.

4Concrete’s agent said that the fencing, once

complete, would be equally effective as the

more costly plans that had been approved by

B&NES last November. 

Council officers supported the findings of a

noise assessment report funded by 4Concrete

and judged that the impact of the extra two

hours a day would not have a significant

impact on people living nearby. 

As we have previously reported, B&NES

Council has come under fire for its handling

of 4Concrete’s initial planning application

for two silos, permitted retrospectively in

January 2020. The Local

Government Ombudsman is

currently investigating.

At last Wednesday’s meeting at

the Guildhall in Bath, Keynsham

councillor Andy Wait delivered a

deeply critical attack on

4Concrete and B&NES Council

officers. He said that B&NES

had been unable to provide any

proof that an application
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She said she had asked a number of times

for someone from the council to come out

to give support with SEND children but no

one would, due to COVID-19: “However,

it clearly said in the early years guidance

that they should still be visiting if required

in SEND circumstances during COVID-

19.”

Ms Probert said she wasn’t informed that

the council had withdrawn Nursery

Education Grant funding until 23rd July

“which then resulted in us having no

option but to close the nursery with

immediate effect to prevent us from

incurring more financial difficulty”.

She added: “Our inspection was held on

3rd June and yet it took until 6th July for

Ofsted to follow up on the actions they

required us to do to remain registered,

despite having an expiration date of 21st

June – which we met. Surely if the

safeguarding aspect was that bad, they

would have removed our registration? 

“The report is damning, and I was not

even given the opportunity to appeal

against the wording, which has clearly had

a massive impact on the nursery. However,

the support from our families has been

overwhelming and I want to personally

thank them for all their care and support

over a very challenging time.”

A South Gloucestershire Council

spokesperson said: “Following the

‘Inadequate’ Ofsted rating of Mini

Beasts Nursery & Pre-School, we were in

regular contact with the owner to provide

advice and support on how to make

the improvements required, in line

with the recommendations made in the

report. 

“These contacts included meetings which

were hosted virtually, instead of face-to-

face due to the COVID-19 pandemic, as

well as telephone calls and emails.

However, the owner has since decided to

close, and we will be contacting the

parents of the children that the setting

were claiming funding for to offer support

in finding an alternative provider.”



changing the whole site to B2 (general

industrial) had ever been granted and that

since December 2019, the lives and mental

and physical health of people living near the

site had been damaged and disrupted by the

“totally inappropriate behaviour” of

4Concrete. He said that Keynsham Town

Council had objected to the latest application

as the site had become noisy, dangerous and

air polluting, adding: “There’s been an

increase in traffic, which is totally

unacceptable. 4Concrete are working outside

permitted hours; a further extension of these

hours would be detrimental to the

neighbouring residents and the town.

“The town council find it unbelievable that

B&NES highway department have not

objected to this application for an additional

two hours of work per day, resulting in 2,000

extra HGV lorry journeys per year along an

already congested highway through a

conservation area.”

He also said the ecological information

provided for the application did not include

an impact assessment.

Cllr Wait said that nearby residents, some of

whom have lived there for more than 40

years, were never consulted by B&NES

Council about 4Concrete’s initial planning

application: “I believe that B&NES made an

error in 2019 and this whole sorry mess

stems from that mistake. This may explain

why throughout the process B&NES officers

have appeared to support 4Concrete.”

He said they had accepted the findings of a

year-old, 4Concrete-funded report on noise,

“based on two and a half hours of limited

data collection, not covering any of the

noisier operations like jackhammering”.

When residents commissioned their own

independent thorough report covering the

whole site, whilst part of the barrier was

already in place, the conclusions

contradicted the other report but council

officers had “ignored” it. 

Cllr Wait said that last November, B&NES

planning committee had agreed to acoustic

barriers with a 12-month check on their

effectiveness before working hours could be

increased: “Since then 4Concrete have built

a different inferior set of barriers and now

want retrospective planning permission for

the ones they have already built, which are

ineffective due to the huge gap from the

continuously open gate. They want the

committee to accept these and a further

barrier yet to be built. They also want to

increase their hours now and want the 12-

month check on barrier effectiveness

removed. 

“Since then, they have broken their hours of

working, continued to use equipment

breaking B&NES own noise barriers,

polluted the area with concrete dust and had

dirty water draining out of the site on a

regular basis, flowing into the River Chew

in contravention of the Highways Act. This

water continues, despite B&NES serving

4Concrete notice weeks ago.”

Cllr Wait said that residents had not been

supported by B&NES officers “who have

been ineffective in reinforcing their own

rules and have

often appeared

politely indifferent

or arrogant towards

the residents”.

Officers have said

they are satisfied

that the site has a

B2 planning use

class.

The committee voted by a majority of six to

two with one abstention to refuse the

application, even though members had been

warned that refusal would be difficult to

defend at appeal. The Week In has asked

4Concrete if it wishes to comment.
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officers publicly slated in latest controversy

Dad guilty of baby’s murder
A Warmley man was found guilty on

Monday of the murder of his 39-day-old

son who died in January 2018.

James Dean Clark, 31, denied being

responsible for the death of Sean Clark but

was convicted by a jury at Bristol Crown

Court. He will be sentenced on 24th

September.

Sean’s mother, Helen Jeremy, 27, of

Kingswood, was acquitted of causing or

allowing his death. 

Medical experts said Sean had sustained 74

fractures to his ribs along with two serious

head injuries. The jury heard the injuries

were consistent with the baby having been

shaken violently shortly before his death.

Andy Wait



Police have been carrying out an

investigation after a large number of

cannabis plants were discovered at the gym

on Bath Hill in Keynsham last Wednesday

afternoon. Western Power also attended due

to reports that the electrical supply to the

property had been interfered with.

The gym has since been closed. Anyone with

information is asked to call 101 quoting

crime reference 5221171811.
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Cannabis factory discovered

Knifepoint

robbery

River clean-up campaign

Police are appealing for

information following a

robbery at Highview

Road in Kingswood on

Thursday 22nd July.

At about 10.30pm a man

in his 20s was approached

by two men who pulled

him off his motorbike and

threatened him with a

knife. His motorbike was

stolen, along with his

wallet and watch. The

motorbike was later

recovered nearby. Police

have conducted CCTV

and house-to-house

inquiries and ask anyone

with information to call

101, quoting reference

5221166687.

Bristol wild swimmers and residents are

campaigning to end raw sewage discharge

at Conham River Park. 

The group - called Conham Bathing - are

gathering evidence to make an application

for Designated Bathing Water Status

which would ensure this stretch of the

Bristol Avon is regularly tested and

monitored and that any polluters are

investigated.

To take part in their survey visit

https://tinyurl.com/yd4zrtrr



The Week in • Wednesday 4th August 2021                                                                                                                                                                                                                           5

Plans to demolish part of the King William IV pub in

Warmley and build a convenience shop on land to the side

have sparked an outpouring of objections.

The application for the site at the junction of Cadbury Heath

Road and Tower Road South has been lodged with South

Gloucestershire Council by Cordage Estates. There is already

a family-run corner shop, incorporating a post office, on the

other side of the junction.

A new access is proposed off Tower Road South to serve a

reconfigured car park for the pub and new store. A single-

storey extension would be demolished to make way for the

enlarged parking area. Deliveries to both pub and the new

store would be off-road using the area in front of the pub.

The front porch would be removed to improve accessibility.

Because the plans submitted originally included an image

showing a Tesco sign, there has been speculation that the

retail giant intends to open there. However, that drawing has

been updated with Tesco’s name removed.

More than 70 objections have been lodged on South

Gloucestershire Council’s website highlighting various

concerns, including that the area is already very well served

with convenience stores, that the junction is busy and

dangerous and that parking in the area will be made even

worse. 

Cllr Erica Williams says in her objection that there is usually

at least one accident a week at the junction. “They may not

be major accidents but still have an impact on traffic flow.”

She also points out that the roads are served by four bus

routes.

Representatives from the nearby corner shop and from Jeeves

convenience store a short distance away attended Oldland

Parish Council’s planning, highways and environment

committee meeting last Thursday when a petition against the

proposals, signed by over 200 people, was handed in. 

The committee chair Jon Palmer said the applicant’s case was

flawed as it claims it would be meeting community needs.

“It is clear from the community that they don’t want it,” he

said.

It was also pointed out at the meeting that the application

includes references to Bristol City Council’s parking

standards, rather than South Gloucestershire’s

In its objection, the parish council says: “The applicant's

reports fail to recognise local issues with respect to traffic,

access and road safety. There is inadequate provision for

parking (customers and staff) and for parking, loading and

turning of delivery vehicles. The existing road layout is

inadequate and this application is prejudicial to public safety

on the highway.

“The proposed development is overbearing. Neighbouring

properties would be adversely affected by noise, disturbance

and negative visual impact. Local businesses would be

adversely affected and the proposed development would

undermine the village feel of the local community.”

The parish council has asked for the application to be ‘called

in’ by South Gloucestershire Council to be decided by the

planning committee, rather than delegated to officers.

More than 70 objections to
proposed corner shop

How the store would look
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Crews from Hicks Gate and Temple

fire stations were called to reports of a

caravan on fire in Parkhouse Lane in

Keynsham shortly after 11pm last

Thursday.

The fire also affected a nearby fence as

well as telephone cables.

Police also attended the scene to

investigate the fire which it is believed

was started deliberately.

Caravan fire started deliberately 

A campaign to reopen the toilets in Ashton

Way car park in Keynsham, which closed

more than six years ago, has been started

by two local councillors – and more than

300 people have already signed the

petition.

As part of a cost-cutting exercise, Bath &

North East Somerset Council ceased

maintaining public conveniences in the

district, putting some out to contract. The

Ashton Way block closed in January 2015

when new facilities became available at the

One Stop Shop/Library, built as part of the

Civic Centre redevelopment. Those toilets

are only available during office hours.

Now Lib Dem councillors Andy Wait and

Hal MacFie have started a petition -

https://tinyurl.com/d57f76jn - to get the

Ashton Way toilets reopened. 

They say the most common complaint they

have received since becoming B&NES

councillors for Keynsham more than two

years ago has been about the lack of toilet

facilities in the town. They have already

introduced a toilet scheme in which four

town centre businesses – Temple Street

Canteen, The Ship, Grounded and Café

Dahlia - allow people to use their toilets for

free when they’re open.

Comments on Facebook in response to the

campaign include: “I really don’t understand

how any town or city can just close public

toilets … getting rid of toilets will play its

part in killing our high streets as more people

will opt to shop online.”

A local Conservative councillor pointed out

that it was the Lib Dem administration at

B&NES which closed the toilets and asked

if it was a belated U-turn. Cllr Wait said that

decision was taken before his time as a

B&NES councillor, adding: “I’m more

interested in sorting the problem out.”

He says that if there is enough support to get

the Ashton Way site reopened, the toilets

would probably be run by the same company

that runs the facilities in Memorial Park:

“There is likely to be a charge. This pays for

most of the running costs and reduces a lot

of the anti-social behaviour.” 

The need for public toilets was raised at the

Keynsham town meeting in April and two

weeks ago a letter writer to The Week In

(Issue 688) said while the current cosmetic

enhancement of the High Street might make

the town more appealing, what people really

want is for the public toilets in Ashton Way

to reopen.

See also Letters, page 8

Campaign to get public toilets
in Keynsham reopened

Bath & North East Somerset Council’s

plans for a new reuse and recycling centre,

material recovery facility and waste

transfer station at Pixash Lane in

Keynsham were unanimously approved

by its planning committee last week.

Black bin waste operations currently dealt

with at the waste and recycling depot at

Midland Road in Bath will come to

Keynsham. The green waste fleet in

Ashmead Road in Keynsham will also

relocate to Pixash Lane.

The site of the new centre covers more

than four hectares and includes the current

household waste and recycling facility,

two fields and the old MoD storage depot.

Among the conditions agreed will be a

gull management strategy to minimise

noise and disturbance for local people.

The committee also agreed to a request by

the operator of the nursing home under

construction next door for tree planting on

the southern boundary to take place as

early as possible.

B&NES has assured Bath residents they

will not be left without a household waste

and recycling centre as it works towards

securing a permanent new site at Odd

Down. The council intends to provide a

new interim facility at Western Riverside

in Bath before the closure of the Midland

Road depot, where housing is planned.

New waste and recycling
hub wins planning approval



The West of England Metro Mayor has been promised up

to £880m from the Government for transport

improvements to the region over five years.

The West of England has been successful in securing a new

City Region Sustainable Transport Settlement. The

announcement came in a letter to Dan Norris from Transport

Secretary Grant Shapps.

Mr Shapps said: “We would welcome proposals from you

within the funding range of £540m to £880m over the five

years, exclusive of local contributions. Even the lower bound

of this range represents a significant increase over the last

five years of transport funding for your combined authority.”

The West of England Combined Authority (WECA) will also

be able to access other Government funding streams such as

the £5bn of new money for buses, cycling and walking, the

£4.8bn Levelling Up Fund and the Large Local Majors and

Major Road Network funds.

Mr Norris said: “I’m delighted that the West of England will

be benefiting from this additional investment and look

forward to being at the heart of the delivery of exciting

projects to enable people to get around the region swiftly.”

He called on Bristol City Council’s Mayor and the leaders of

South Gloucestershire and B&NES councils to work with

him to ensure local plans are joined-up and cohesive. 

This week the leader of South Gloucestershire Council Toby

Savage said: “This is the largest transport investment our

region has seen since the Ring Road was built and is as a

result of our strong track record that we have established with

Government during the first four years of WECA’s creation,

under the previous Mayor’s leadership.”

He said he was ready to collaborate closely with neighbouring

councils on an ambitious package of transport investments

across all modes.

Up to £880m of extra transport
investment for West of England

How can we make travelling between Bristol and Bath better

on foot, bike or bus? That’s the question residents who live

near or travel along the A4 are being asked.

The survey is part of the Bristol to Bath Corridor project, led

by the West of England Combined Authority and delivered

in partnership with Bath & North East Somerset Council and

Bristol City Council.

Metro Mayor Dan Norris said: “People who regularly travel

along this road have strong views about air quality and being

stuck in traffic jams. To reach our ambitious net zero target

by 2030, we have to provide better transport options. Cars

shouldn’t be the default between Bath and Bristol. There are

no quick fixes to the challenges of the busy A4, but this

consultation is an important start to finding real and

sustainable solutions.” 

Marvin Rees, Mayor of Bristol, said: “By giving buses

more priority, we can increase the use of public transport and

build a case for Government and private organisations to

invest in the low-carbon, reliable transport network Bristol

deserves.”

B&NES Council leader Kevin Guy said the A4 is frequently

heavily congested and 50% of the corridor has air quality

issues. “We want to enable people to move away from using

cars by improving bus services through a new metrobus route

between the city centres and create an end-to-end cycle route

connecting communities along the corridor.”

For more information www.travelwest.info/bristoltobath

Have your say on how the A4 could be improved

E-scooter trial hits
one million rides
The West of England’s e-scooter trial, which was

launched in October 2020, has now passed the one

million rides milestone, with more than three million

kilometres travelled on e-scooters. 

Operator Voi estimates that around 370,000 car trips have

been replaced since the beginning of the trial, reducing

more than 200 tonnes of C02 emissions. 

The region was the first place in the UK to offer residents

both the Voi hop-on-hop-off and the long-term rental

options. 

Dan Norris

The Week in • Wednesday 4th August 2021                                                                                                                                                                                                                           7



8                                                                                                                                                                                                                            The Week in • Wednesday 4th August 2021

Time to get tough with

selfish young people
Dear Editor    

I see that thousands of selfish young people seem

quite content to put not only themselves at risk

but also other people, by not coming forward for

the jab. 

The response from Government is to offer them

free lifts to the vaccination centres, followed by

the delivery of a free pizza as their reward. Sorry

Boris but you have got this one badly wrong! It

is the time for stick and not carrot. 

You draw a line at a given time - say 30th August

- and apart from those who are medically

exempt, you issue vaccination passports. If you

cannot produce evidence of vaccination, you do

not go in a shop, board a bus, train or plane, are

not allowed in pubs, restaurants, nightclubs or

football stadiums, etc. 

Depriving these young people of the ability to

spend money would soon bring them flocking

into the vaccination centres.

Mike Barrow

Keynsham

Unfair criticism of

Keynsham town centre
Dear Editor    

I enjoyed Philip Gannaway’s take on Keynsham

as it was and now is (Letters, Issue 689). I know

his name but not as someone who lives in

Keynsham.

It would be hard to disagree with his

observations on public conveniences in

Keynsham. This is, however, a national problem:

they seem to be a soft target for local council

budget cuts everywhere and have been for many

years now. It is, as he implies, a particularly

limiting and probably discriminatory, problem

for the elderly, especially in winter months. It is

particularly disappointing in Keynsham as the

toilets in Ashton Way are comparatively modern

and have now been closed for a number of years,

seemingly for good. 

I recall there were once public toilets at what is

now an area covered by Tesco’s car park, and in

the car park at the back of what used to be

Keynsham fire station. This is happening

everywhere in Britain; on the Wells Road in

Knowle public conveniences were closed and

converted to a men’s barbers called, amusingly,

The Gents; not that funny though, if you are

elderly. A few community-minded businesses in

Keynsham, like Grounded, commendably, offer

their WC facilities for use by the public, but is it

for private businesses, particularly those that

serve food to provide ‘public’ conveniences?

Probably not. They are disguising a national

problem.  

Mr Gannaway unfairly targets Keynsham for the

decline of the types of shops he mentions (most

people under 50 would struggle to define what

was sold in a haberdashery shop). I remember a

number of gent’s outfitters shops in Keynsham,

Roger Appleton’s, Ted Joll’s and Percy Baker’s,

as well as Fosters at the bottom of Rock Road

and Rontos for the ladies. The last time all those

were trading on Keynsham High Street together

the now very un-PC Are You Being Served? was

still on the television. That’s a long time ago. 

Retailing has changed on every single high street

in Great Britain and it is very peculiar to single

out Keynsham, a small, and modest market

town, for what is undoubtedly a national and

international trend. The pandemic has also

massively increased a movement to online

trading and further contributed to the decline of

high streets everywhere. More of the same is to

come too, everywhere, not just in Keynsham. 

We still have two florists in Keynsham last time

I looked, a supermarket, and a small hardware

shop in Temple Street. Mr Gannaway is unique

in decrying the lack of cafés in Keynsham, most

people moan there are too many (I’d guess at

least a dozen, some “reasonably priced” as well,

including in Temple Street). Funny thing is,

every time a new one opens, people moan but

they seem to survive, suggesting it is a very

resilient type of shop in this town. 

I hope Mr Gannaway is happy Keynsham still

has Buss’s, a remarkable greengrocery still here

after closing in many other places in Bristol, a

butcher’s as well.  We had a Woolworths once in

Keynsham, perhaps he will remember it and the

fact that it collapsed nationally after 100 years’

trading because it failed to adapt to a changing

world. Local government could not be blamed

for that.

I will judge the High Street changes when they

are finished. The lack of local democracy around

it for me has been lamentable. It may well be a

better experience in the High Street if you are a

pedestrian or a cyclist but any of the lauded

environmental improvements as a result of it are

wholly illusory. 

If pollution levels in the High Street have

decreased all that has happened is that they have

been shifted 50 metres to Ashton Way which

takes all the traffic the High Street used to. It

fools nobody. Ashton Way is now the race track

the High Street used to be. Pollution levels in

Ashton Way will be the same as they used to be

in the High Street. Anyone in the council brave

enough to test it?

Lionel Hutt, Keynsham

Missed opportunity for

BMX site in Hanham
Dear Editor    

Having just witnessed the success of Team GB's

BMX Freestyle team at the Tokyo Olympics, I

can't help but reflect on the failure of my small

group's attempt some years ago to provide the

young people of Hanham with suitable BMX

and skateboarding facilities. 

A combination of our inexperience, fierce

resistance by a number of residents and lack of

support from certain local councillors meant that

a whole generation of our youth was deprived of

what could have been a centre of excellence for

aspiring Olympic champions.

To those young people, who now have grown

into adults and probably have families of their

own, I say "sorry that we let you down", but

maybe, just maybe, in light of these successes,

attitudes might have changed enough for there

to be a chance for your generation to succeed

where we failed.

Mike Openshaw

Hanham

Tom’s an inspiration to

LGBTQ+ community
Dear Editor    

As a gay man I haven’t really had many gay

sporting role models to look up to or feel

inspired by, but Tom Daley has shown today

what determination and perseverance looks like.

Here is an Olympic champion with the eyes of

the world’s media on him, making it clear that

representation in sport matters. His success will

inspire so many other LGBTQ+ individuals to

feel like it’s possible to achieve their dreams,

regardless of their sexuality and sends a clear

message to all the other countries competing.

It might not always be the easiest road and we

might have our dark days, but there is always

hope of a better day. Tom took 13 years and four

Olympics to achieve his goal, but I cannot think

of anyone I would rather call a role model than

him.

Cllr Grant Johnson

Chair Midsomer Norton Pride 

Blue buildings are the

most attractive
Dear Editor    

Why all the fuss about The Old Bank and the

Conservative Club/Club 22 in Keynsham

painting their frontage blue? 

Being upstairs on a bus which stopped for a

while at St John’s Church, and looking out, those

two buildings were the most attractive, and it

would seem that if any of the buildings need a

change to their frontage, it should be obvious to

anyone, councillors included, that it is the

surrounding buildings and not the two with the

most pleasant looking frontage.

B Charles 

LETTERS



SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 8th August

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green

(10.30am-4pm) 

Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm) 

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)

Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park 

(9.30am-4.30pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG

(9am-7pm) 

Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH

(10am-4pm)

Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)

Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds

(10am-4pm)

Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway

(11am-5pm)

Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard
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Emersons Green Town Council has lodged an objection

to the proposed £30m A4174 Ring Road junction

improvement scheme.

South Gloucestershire Council is currently consultating on

plans for five roundabouts - Lyde Green, The Rosary (also

known as Emersons Green Roundabout), Siston Hill,

Deanery Road at Warmley and Kingsfield at Longwell

Green.

Throughabouts are proposed at the Siston Hill, Deanery Road

and Kingsfield junctions. The Wraxall Road Roundabout at

Warmley is currently being converted into the district’s first

throughabout.

Emersons Green Town Council, which declared a climate

emergency in February, said: “The town council considers

that the proposed scheme would increase car journeys,

worsen air pollution and lock in car dependency. It is also

considered that the scheme would bring years of disruption

for local residents and that the high cost of the project does

not represent value for money for residents.”

South Gloucestershire Council says the proposed

improvements will improve capacity and connections for

walking and cycling, as well as help the flow of public

transport. The work would be subject to funding from the

Department for Transport. A 12-week public consultation

ends on 16th August.

To find out more visit www.consultations.southglos.

gov.uk/A4174improvements

Paper copies of the response form are available at Kingswood

One Stop Shop. You can ask for a printed one or an

alternative format by calling 01454 868000.

Proposed ring road junction changes

‘will lock in car dependency’ 

Rethink on winter
mooring ban
The 14-day moorings on the River Avon at Mead Lane

in Saltford will remain open between November and the

end of February after a previous decision by Bath &

North East Somerset Council was overturned. Following

a judicial challenge brought by a liveaboard boater, the

council will now consult further with boaters, residents

and other users of the area before it decides whether to

remove the two-week winter provision at Mead Lane.

The council has ongoing concerns about winter safety

issues at this stretch of the river, especially when it

floods.

Community tennis provision in Saltford is set to

improve following a partnership agreement between

Bath & North East Somerset Council and Saltford Lawn

Tennis.

The agreement is part of the council’s Community Asset

Transfer scheme. Deputy council leader Richard Samuel

said: “I am very pleased to approve Saltford Lawn

Tennis Club’s application for the lease as it will mean

more residents will have access to enhanced tennis

facilities.”

Saltford Lawn Tennis Club has run the facility for more

than 50 years. It provides three all-weather courts and

community-based activities including court hire, free

tennis sessions and coaching programmes working with

Team Bath.

Rachael Tonkin, from Saltford Tennis Club, said: “We

have lots of exciting new plans including a new

enlarged clubhouse, improved court access and disabled

toilet facilities which will enable us to provide better

facilities to the wider community.”

Pictured is the council’s deputy leader Richard Samuel

(front) with club representatives from left, James Begg,

Roger Morris, Neil Willey, Rachael Tonkin, Joyce

Pickard and Kevin Mulvaney.

Improved tennis
facilities for Saltford

How the Emersons Green Roundabout would look



A petition has been started by residents in Lyde Green

calling for an end to “mass overcharging” for their water

services.

The petition on the change.org website has been directed to

supplier Leep Utilities and local MPs Chris Skidmore and

Jack Lopresti are copied in.

Signed so far by almost 300 people, the petition says that for

a long time, many local residents of Lyde Green have

expressed their dissatisfaction in Leep Utilities and their

services. It highlights that staff don’t answer the phone and

there is no online account facility.

Leep Utilities own and operate regulated and non-regulated

multi-utility networks across the UK and took over SSE in

2019. SSE used to supply water and sewerage services in

Lyde Green under a law allowing new companies to enter the

market and existing companies to expand into areas where

they are not the appointed company. SSE Water applied to

replace Wessex Water as the appointed sewerage company

and to replace Bristol Water as the water supplier.

The petition is for local people to challenge Leep Utilities as

a collective. It says: “We want our water services to be run

by Bristol Water as we have no confidence in Leep Utilities.

At the very least, Leep need to be run properly and fairly

without unfair bills which is leading residents to fall further

and further into debt.”

The petition adds: “There is no customer service, they don't

answer the phone or call back to voicemails left. There's no

online account facility to view history, usage, payments and

meter readings.”

Comments on the petition include: “My bill always goes up

every time I receive a letter. I’ve never had to pay so much

for water before.”

Another said: “So many people have had problems with Leep

Utilities taking duplicate direct debits and many of us have

cancelled our direct debit because Leep can't be trusted to

take the correct amount.”

One commented: “They have taken double payments,

increased our direct debit without informing us. Charged

double what the old supplier was charging. Worst of all we

can’t even switch.”

Ofwat are the economic regulator of the water sector in

England and Wales and we have asked them if they wish to

respond to the concerns raised about

Leep Utilities. We have also been

trying to contact Leep by phone and

email for a response to the concerns

raised.

Crossword ACROSS
1. Uncharacteristic (8)

6. Washing vessel (4)

8. --- Peron,
Argentinian first
lady (3)

9. Black bird (8)

10. Roman emperor (4)

12. Assert (5)

14. Imitate (5)

17. Askew (4)

18. War memorial (8)

20. Filmy material (8)

24. Item of footwear (4)

25. Group of eight (5)

26. Brother of
Romulus (5)

29. Apartment (4)

30. Widespread
outbreak (8)

31. Be in debt (3)

32. Celestial body (4)

33. Motoring safety
device (4,4)

DOWN

2. Ballet skirt (4)

3. Stout (6)

4. Reviewer (6)

5. Construction toy (4)

6. Brigand (6)

7. Root vegetable (6)

11. Tropical fruit (5)

12. Peak (5)

13. Measuring device (5)

14. Unruly crowd (3)

15. School subject (inf.) (5)

16. Hearten (5)

19. Headgear (3)

21. Wild cat (6)

22. Division (6)

23. Eye membrane (6)

24. Brilliant (6)

27. Sediment (4)

28. Tablet (4)
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Bath, along with 10 other historic spa towns, has secured

much-coveted UNESCO World Heritage status as part of

the ‘Great Spa Towns of Europe’ nomination.

A UNESCO committee has inscribed the ‘Great Spas of

Europe’ on to the World Heritage list. Bath is the only one

of the 11 towns to already have World Heritage Status.

Second coveted title for city

Utility firm under fire for ‘mass
overcharging’ of Lyde Green residents

TSB’s plans for new signage including an A-board

outside the branch in the Keynsham Conservation Area

have been approved by B&NES Council.

Keynsham Town Council, which is planning to work on

a project with B&NES to declutter the High Street of

unnecessary signage, had flagged up concerns including

the use of an A-board in a location where the pavement

in the High Street is narrow.

B&NES said that through negotiation, the scheme had

been amended so there would be no increase in the

number of adverts being displayed and the illuminance

levels would be less than the existing signs.

B&NES said that council policy allowed one A-board

for each business provided it does not impinge on access

or use of the pavement. In this case the proposed A-

board will still leave a width of 1.5 metres for people

using this section of pavement.

Bank wins approval
for pavement sign
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Bath & North East Somerset Council’s property

company Aequus Construction Ltd has been shortlisted

for a prestigious award for its redevelopment of the

council’s former offices in Keynsham.

Aequus has been shortlisted in the annual LGC (Local

Government Chronicle) Awards for redevelopment of the

1960s civic centre building to deliver modern, affordable,

sustainable homes.

Ninety-five spacious contemporary studio, one and two-

bedroom apartments were created at the renamed Riverside

View, with all properties now sold. Aequus has already won

other accolades for Riverside View including at the Bath

Property Awards and Bristol Property Awards.

Council’s property
company shortlisted for
prestigious award

Barley Close Community Primary in Mangotsfield has won

an award for the way it has encouraged active travel to and

from school.

Modeshift STARS is a national scheme which aims to

promote healthier lifestyles by encouraging families to cycle

or walk to school. At a recent regional awards ceremony

Barley Close Primary won the ‘School of the Local

Authority’ award. 

In 2017 the school’s active travel rate was 80.2%. After

engaging with South Gloucestershire Council’s Access

project promoting access travel, this increased to 92% in

March 2020, and the school was the first in South Glos to

achieve the bronze award.

Jo Williams, headteacher of Barley Close, said: “We are

delighted to win School of the Local Authority. Sustainable

and active travel are important to our school community and

being able to reach the bronze and silver standards was

excellent.”

School wins regional
recognition for active travel

The first of this year’s programme of monthly talks to be held

at Kingswood Heritage Museum will be on Wednesday 11th

August, starting at 7.30pm and will feature the history of the

heavy boot and shoe industry in Kingswood. 

The story will be told by museum joint curator Alan Bryant,

who will explain the main personalities involved, the location

of the around 100 factories and the period in which they

operated. The museum is limiting seats to 50 but if there is

sufficient demand Alan will repeat the talk on the following

Wednesday (18th).

Admission is £3 and seats can be reserved by calling 0117

9605664.

Talks at Kingswood Heritage Museum

The most up-to-date COVID figures available as we

went to print showed cases locally were falling for the

first time in weeks but were still above the national rate.

Data showed 1,938 cases, in Bristol, down from 2,690

on the previous seven-day period. The case rate per

100,000 population was 418.

In South Gloucestershire there were 1,611 cases – a rate

of 565 per 100,000 population, down 34% on the

previous seven-day period. 

In Bath & North East Somerset there were 634 recorded

cases, down from 1,358. The rate per 100,000

population was 328. The England rate was 305 cases

per 100,000.

Fall in COVID cases 

A new community 6-a-side football league is starting at

the AJN Stadium in Keynsham this month.

To find out more email stewartwest@leisureleagues.net

New football league
in Keynsham 

Because of uncertainty regarding large-scale events, it

was decided in June that it would not be possible to

stage the Bristol International Balloon Fiesta at Ashton

Court Estate this year. Instead, from 2nd August to 15th

August, Fiesta Fortnight will see hundreds of hot air

balloons taking off from multiple locations across the

city

More than 700 nominations were submitted by locals to

help pick the locations.

There will be regular updates on all locations and

timings at http://bristolballoonfiesta.co.uk/ 

Fiesta Fortnight

Riverside View (the old fire station in the foreground
is earmarked for development)

Keep in touch, let us know what

you think, send us your news

www.facebook.com/theweekin
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A Hengrove barber has been crowned the best in the UK

in a competition. 

Mario Marotta, who has been based at The Parade in

Hengrove Lane for 23 years, won the competition run

by Barber Magazine and King C. Gillette and voted for

by local customers.

West of England Metro Mayor Dan Norris, who is one

of Mario’s regular customers, offered his

congratulations.

“I’ve also known Mario is the best in the West – he’s

been cutting my hair for 20 years. But now I know he is

best in the whole country. This is brilliant news and it

is great to see our region on the map.”

Barber Mario is
top of the crops

A secondary school in Kingswood has applied to build a

new multi-use dining hall after its old canteen’s asbestos

sheet roof collapsed.

King’s Oak Academy is without a canteen until a new facility

is constructed, according to the planning application lodged

with South Gloucestershire Council by Cabot Learning

Federation.

The location of the old dining hall also posed a safety risk to

students who had to leave the academy site and cross Brook

Road to access it at lunchtime.

The proposed location for the new single storey multi-use

dining hall, kitchen and staff accommodation is on the main

school site where there are currently five “end-of-life”

buildings next to an existing staff car park.

A report from Studio LIME Architects says: “Their condition

is generally poor and have been unsafe for students to use for

some time. Internally they are widely damp with the ceiling

lining failing in many places. There is also a problem with

infestation from insects and grey squirrels.”

Permission to demolish these buildings has already been

granted and the works are taking place over the summer

break.

The planning application says the proposed hall will

incorporate the latest low carbon technologies. It will be used

by the school for exams and lunches and by the wider

community as a rentable space out of hours.

The planning reference is P21/05096/F. The deadline for

comments is 19th August.

New school dining hall planned after
canteen’s asbestos roof collapses

The old canteen

Demolition work is under way to clear a site for the
new hall
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Vacancy

to fill?
Advertising in The

Week In is an

effective and low

cost option. 

Call Tracy on

0117 986 0381. 

Situations Vacant

New bench celebrates completion
of Page Park restoration
A new bench has been installed in Page Park in Staple Hill

to mark and celebrate the completion of the restoration

project which started in 2016.

The bench was designed and produced by Stoneform. The

Friends of Page Park and local residents were involved in

the final design which includes leaves of the species of tree

found in the park, squirrel and bird footprints as well as lines

from a poetry project celebrating 100 years of people

enjoying, relaxing and playing sports in the park. 

The restoration project for Page Park was funded by the

National Lottery Heritage Fund and was used to install a

new café and toddlers’ play area, refurbish the tennis

pavilion, restore stone walls, gates and pillars, the drinking

fountain, and more.

Councillors call
for roundabout
at busy junction
Councillors in Keynsham are calling on Bath and North

East Somerset Council to build a roundabout at a busy

junction.

Alan Hale and Lisa O’Brien, who represent Keynsham South,

are urging the authority to build a roundabout at the junction

between Longmeadow Road and Charlton Road. They say

this will make it easier and safer for traffic emerging onto

busy Charlton Road from Longmeadow Road, as well as

reducing queuing traffic on Longmeadow Road.

Cllr Hale, who is also the council’s member advocate for

safer roads, said: “A roundabout would go a long way to

improving road safety in the area and will make things easier

for residents who live in the vicinity. Speeds on Charlton

Road can be quite high and this makes it difficult and unsafe

for drivers emerging from Longmeadow Road.”

Cllr O’Brien said: “We are urging the council to take

these safety concerns seriously and start to undertake

the necessary procedures for making changes to the road

layout. A roundabout here is a sensible and necessary

measure.”
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Crossword SolutionSudoku Solutions
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2-Hard1-Easy

Garden Services

Garden Services

Aerials Aerials

Appliances

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Blinds

Home

Maintenance

Carpet Cleaning

Service Directory

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting at

2 weeks

Electrical

Boiler Service

Car Repairs

Computers
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Service Directory
Plumbing Book a series

of adverts

and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4.20 per

centimetre (min 5cm)

The more weeks you

book the cheaper

each insertion

becomes

1 week - £21

2 weeks - £18.90

4 wk - £17.85

6 wk - £16.80

8 wk - £15.75

12 wk - £14.70

26 wk - £13.65

52 wk - £12.60

All prices per week

exc VAT

You don't have to book

successive weeks. 

You can choose

fortnightly, monthly 

or specific insertion

dates as long as the

total number of

insertions booked

corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting

at 2 weeks

Book a series

of adverts

and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4.20 per

centimetre (min 5cm)

The more weeks you

book the cheaper

each insertion

becomes

1 week - £21

2 weeks - £18.90

4 wk - £17.85

6 wk - £16.80

8 wk - £15.75

12 wk - £14.70

26 wk - £13.65

52 wk - £12.60

All prices per week

exc VAT

You don't have to book

successive weeks. 

You can choose

fortnightly, monthly 

or specific insertion

dates as long as the

total number of

insertions booked

corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting

at 2 weeks

Tree Services

Tree Services

Rubbish 
Clearance

Cheap and fast
We load and clear any 

household, garden, garage 
and shed clearance

Free estimates
Fully licensed
85% recycled

Call 0117 9373009
at anytime to book

Roofing

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Telephone

Engineers

Waste Disposal

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Wigs

Locksmiths

Painting

& Decorating

Home Help

Sewing Lessons

Oven Cleaning
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FIRST MEMBERS’ MEETING
Members of The Week In Community held their first

meeting at Hanham Community Centre last week.

Despite the lifting of meeting restrictions, COVID

precautions were still applied and the meeting was kept

intentionally short. The main aim was to meet the legal

requirement for a society to hold a general meeting and

the priority last week was to complete the formalities.

Stephen Rodgers, who was elected as chair, said he

hoped that future meetings would be more informal

occasions at which future plans and ideas could be

discussed in the round. The next such occasion is

planned for October.

The other appointments confirmed were Becky

Feather, editor of The Week In, who will be the chief

operating officer, and Tracy Broderick who will be

secretary of the society. Dave Coombs and David

Brassington were also appointed to the supervisory

board.

The Community Page

End of an era for Abus in Keynsham

Finding a job when you are young and with little

experience is hard at the moment. It’s even more of a

challenge when you are disabled and the country has

been gripped by a

pandemic for the last 16

months.

20-year-old Oliver Guyan

lives in Keynsham. He

was born with cerebral

palsy and hydrocephalus

which has left him with

mobility issues and mild

learning difficulties. That hasn’t stopped him from

completing his schooling or volunteering from the age

of 15. 

Oli has also completed his Duke of Edinburgh Bronze

Award and throughout his education and volunteering

placements he has earned glowing reports for this

character and dedication.

But since completing his latest course at Bath College

this summer, he now faces the harsh realities of finding

a job he can do within the confines of his abilities. 

Oli’s mother Corrina explains: “When Oli reached the

end of his college course this academic year, the usual

admin placements which would have normally been

available to the interns were not available due to

COVID-19.  Because of his disability, he would not have

been able to sustain manual labour so office type work

would have been the goal which he has been aiming

towards.”

They had hoped there may have been openings at some

of the larger organisations where he has volunteered in

recent years, but many of those require academic

qualifications which Oli is unlikely to attain.

“He reached Level 1 functional skills in Maths and

English and we were told at his most recent assessment

that this was his capacity limit,” said Corrina.  “If he

were to repeat a further academic year, this would not

benefit him.”

Without being able to do manual work and lacking the

basic qualifications for a clerical position, Oli is faced

with a double challenge. But he refuses to be negative

about his situation. He wants to work and knows his

qualities and positive attitude can be a benefit to the right

employer. In the meantime, the search continues for that

opportunity.

If you think Oli can be a benefit to your organisation

email nickandcorrina60@gmail.com or call 07928

099732.

Oli has just joined The Week In Community volunteers

scheme where he is going to learn the basic skills of page

design and production of the newspaper.

A familiar sight around the streets of Keynsham will

disappear at the end of this month when First buses will

replace Abus vehicles on the 349 service.

In reality, the 349 has been operated by First for a number of

years. They set the timetable, collect the fares and have hired

Abus to provide the buses. But it wasn’t always that way.

When the last Abus makes its way around the Park Estate

and on to Brislington and Bristol on 28th August, it will bring

down the curtain on a story entwined in the fabric of

Keynsham history over the last 30 years.

When Alan Peters was made redundant by Badgerline (which

later became First) in 1990 he didn’t know what else to do

than run buses. So, he started his own company (called Abus

because all he had was ‘a bus’) and on 28th May 1991 he

began running it between Keynsham and Bristol. The new

service, the A49, went head to head with Badgerline’s 349

and for the next five years it was a story of Robin Hood

combined with David and Goliath. There were the dirty tricks

normally associated with ‘bus wars’ and price competition,

with passengers able to enjoy a return to Bristol for just £1.

But as the ‘small guy’ with his single bus took on the big bad

giant, Alan and Abus won the hearts of the Keynsham

travellers, many of whom were attracted by the level of

personal service and friendliness of the drivers. This was

typified by Phil Reason who joined Abus in its second year

and was the company’s smiling face in Keynsham until his

untimely death in 2014.

By 1996, common sense prevailed and First began working

with Abus rather than against them. The two companies have

cooperated closely on the 349 ever since with shared

ticketing, joint operations and the current hire agreement.

Alan smiles today that despite the very close relationship he

has enjoyed with First for the last 15 years, there are loyal

passengers who still behave like in the early days.

Throughout its 30-year history Abus has operated several

other bus services and contracts beyond the 349 and its

vehicles have even made appearances in TV dramas such as

Holby City. And Abus will still exist after the 349

involvement ends. Alan is retaining a couple of the contracts

he has although ostensibly he will begin winding down

towards retirement.

He told The Week In: “Abus has had a good 30 years and I

am extremely grateful to the people of Keynsham for all their

support over that time. I also want to thank First who have

been very helpful during our time working together.”

Alan is planning something special for the final day of

operation on 28th August and is in the final throes of

organising the logistics. We’ll have full details once they are

confirmed. He also warned us that he intends to use some of

his new found free time to become an agitator on behalf of

bus users. Look out for our Letters pages in September

onwards! We are grateful to Allan Macfarlane, former Abus

driver and author of the book ‘Abus – the first 25 years’, for

the information and image.

Helping Oli to
find a job

Alan Peters with
Phil Reason,
taken in 1999




