
Safety concerns around e-

scooters – including the

hazardous way they can be

left - have been raised at

three public meetings in

South Gloucestershire.

Voi is running a 12-month

trial which began last

autumn in Bristol and Bath,

with the area and number of

scooters increasing as the

trial has progressed. Since

March, parts of South

Gloucestershire including

Emersons Green, Downend, 

Mangotsfield, Staple Hill,

Kingswood and Hanham

have become part of the

trial.

The West of England

Combined Authority, in

partnership with Bath &

North East Somerset, Bristol

and South Gloucestershire

councils, is running the trial.

Only e-scooters that are

hired or leased through the

trial can be used legally.

They have insurance and are

classed as motorised

vehicles so riders must hold

a full or provisional driving

licence and be over 18. They

should not be used on

pavements or parked in a

way that disrupts pedestrians

or causes nuisance.

Meanwhile privately owned

e-scooters are illegal to use

on roads, pavements, parks,

and any other areas although

they are frequently seen. The

only place they can legally

be used is on private land

with the permission of the

landowner.

At last week’s meeting of

the Staple Hill, Mangotsfield

& New Cheltenham

Community Engagement

Forum (CEF) PC Neal

Scarborough said that the

police have seized illegal e-

scooters being used in public

and they get crushed. He

added: “No insurance

company is going to insure

them because they are not

road legal.”

He said that all the ones in

the trial have registration

numbers and can only be

used on the road: “You

cannot use them on the

pavement, you cannot use

them on the cycle track, you

cannot use them through

Page Park. You wouldn’t

ride your motorbike through

Page Park. It is exactly the

same legislation.”

Anyone seen committing an

offence on them can be

given advice, a ticket or

even be arrested, he

continued: “Just a few

weeks ago, colleagues

arrested someone for drink-

driving on one of them and

he’s got a court date coming

up soon.” 

All information passed by

the police to Voi can lead to

the account-holder being

banned from using the e-

scooters again, he added. 

PC Scarborough encouraged

anyone who sees an offence

being committed to record

the date, time and

registration number and go

on to Voi’s website to make

a complaint which the

company will then

investigate.

Continued on page 2
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Continued from page 1
The meeting heard that the e-scooters have GPS and

should cut out when taken somewhere they shouldn’t be

ridden, but it is not always that accurate. They have been

seen in Page Park, in Emersons Green Park and on the

Bristol & Bath Railway Path.

Local councillor Ian Boulton told the forum: “The

geofencing that restricts people using the scooters in Page

Park wasn’t accurate and it actually showed the perimeter

paths in the park as not in the geofence. I did feed that

back to Voi and they have now changed it so have a look

at the app. If anything is wrong they will change it quite

quickly.”

Meanwhile this month’s Downend, Emersons Green &

Frenchay forum heard that councillors are pushing for

designated parking locations to remove the trip hazards of

them being left in inappropriate places. Cllr Ben Burton

also said that he understood that technology was being

brought forward so that an e-scooter will cut out if more

than one person is detected on board.

He said there is a place for scooters within sustainable

transport but involves getting rid of “teething issues”.

Concerns about e-scooters being dumped on pavements

were also raised at the recent meeting of the Hanham &

Longwell Green CEF at which PC Lee Humphreys urged

people to report the problem to Voi and added that if there

is any particular area where they are blocking the highway,

they can be ticketed.

Voi recently announced that some e-scooters would be

modified to make an engine-like hum to alert people to

assess the impact on blind and partially-sighted

pedestrians.

Other places in the trial include Brislington, Hillfields and

St George. You can report an issue at https://www.

voiscooters.com/report/uk/
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The most recently available data as we went to print

showed a rise in local confirmed COVID cases. 

In Bristol in the seven days up to 22nd June there were

925 cases, up from 766 the previous week, an infection

rate of 200 cases per 100,000 population (previously

165).

For the same period in South Gloucestershire, there were

352 new cases, a rise of 63%. The figure per 100,000

population was 123.5.

In B&NES data showed cases up from 172 to 249 which

is 129 cases per 100,000.

COVID-19 figures rise

E-scooter hazards raised at public meetings

Scooters in Staple Hill



Residents across Bath and North East Somerset are

being thanked by the council for their patience with

delays to their bin collections caused by the national

shortage of drivers and the effects of the pandemic.

Last week we reported on the high level of missed

recycling and rubbish collections in B&NES. 

The Road Haulage Association warned earlier this month

that the HGV driver shortage was of "catastrophic

proportions". COVID-19 delays to training and testing,

and EU drivers leaving the UK, have worsened long-term

driver shortage which is an issue affecting other local

authorities across the country including Somerset.

The problem has been compounded by continued heavy

volumes of waste and recycling.

Since our story last week, B&NES Council has announced

that recycling collection routes are being prioritised and

extra loaders have been drafted in to help improve

collections in the coming weeks.

A recruitment campaign for qualified LGV drivers has

been launched and qualified LGV drivers are urged to

consider driver/loader vacancies in Keynsham. Loader

roles could also lead to the opportunity to train to become

an LGV driver so anyone looking to begin a driving career

is encouraged to apply.

David Wood, B&NES Cabinet Member for

Neighbourhood Services, said: “I am frustrated that due

to this major national issue, some residents have not

received the level of service we want to provide. We are

sorry for the inconvenience this is causing and we would

like to reassure people that we are doing our utmost to

recruit new staff as soon as we can.

“If we have not picked up your road’s kerbside collection

on the day we should have, please leave it out until the

next day and we will return for it. Please check service

updates for your neighbourhood on our website and keep

an eye on our social media channels. Please bear with us

a little longer while we work to resolve the challenging

issues we are facing and get our service back on track.

Thank you for your patience.”

Any waste collection disruptions are updated at

https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/waste-disruptions 

Crews will be working later than normal so usual

collection times may alter.

If your road does not appear on the service disruption

page, you can report a missed bin collection at

https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/report-missed-bin-collection

Crews were out again at the weekend in parts of Bath

catching up on missed recycling collections because

capacity had been reached.
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B&NES Council thanks
residents for their patience
over waste collection delays

David Wood

The situation in
South Glos & Bristol 
The escalating nationwide shortage of truck drivers is 
also affecting other local authority areas, including 
Somerset,  where  the  contractor Suez has reportedly 
drafted in extra drivers from elsewhere to help improve 
collections and is recruiting. 

Suez is also the collection contractor in South 
Gloucestershire. The council told us last week that it was 
not aware of any missed collections in the district. 
However, we understand that some were missed on 
Monday of this week. 

Meanwhile Bristol Waste said it was not currently 
affected by the national shortage although drivers are 
being actively recruited.

More than 50 people representing different religions

attended a faith forum set up to discuss and share

learning about how to support people as we continue the

road map out of COVID restrictions.

Hindu, Islam, Methodist, Roman Catholic and Anglican

faiths were represented during the recent online webinar,

organised by South Gloucestershire Council.

Council leader Toby Savage hosted the forum and

welcomed people of all faiths. 

COVID-related issues were discussed, including testing,

vaccination, maintaining religious beliefs through

COVID, as well as the wider impact of the pandemic on

communities and faith, including social responsibility,

mental health, wellbeing and community cohesion.

Faith forum 

Efforts are under way to

trace prolific taggers

responsible for plastering

graffiti in the Downend

and Staple Hill area.

At recent local Community

Engagement Forum (CEF)

meetings the police spoke

about how they have been

into local schools to try to identify in particular the

person who uses the tag ‘TEST’.

PC Neal Scarborough told last week’s meeting of the

Staple Hill, Mangotsfield & New Cheltenham CEF:

“We’ve had lots of help from members of the public and

councillors in relation to the graffiti but we are still short

of making this identification of these persistent graffiti

taggers. We’ve had some good CCTV, it’s been

circulated, we’ve approached the schools to see if they

can identify them. We’ve not had any joy so far.”

PC James Rochford told the Downend, Emersons Green

& Frenchay CEF that graffiti “brings an area down

unfortunately”. 

The meeting heard that efforts were under way to clean

the graffiti from private properties.

Efforts to catch
prolific taggers

Metro Mayor Dan Norris began his first meeting as

chair of the West of England Combined Authority last

week with a plea for people to stop using the acronym

WECA.

He said one of his aims was to put the West of England

on the national and global map and it was important

therefore that people understood where the region was.

He said the use of the word WECA put him more in

mind of the massacre in Texas (the Waco siege in

1993).

Mayor Norris told the meeting: “We need people to

know more about us and what a wonderful place this

is to invest in. Please do not use the awful term

WECA. I know West of England is a bit of a mouthful

but our challenge is to get a bigger slice of the cake

from Government.”

‘Please don’t
call us WECA’

Graffiti in Downend



Healthcare staff in South

Gloucestershire, Bristol

and North Somerset are

calling on patients to treat

them with kindness and

respect as figures show a

shocking rise in incidents

of abusive behaviour.

GP practices and community

healthcare services are

reporting higher levels of

aggression and abuse, as are

ambulance crews and

hospital staff who are having

to resort to body-worn

cameras.

With demand for healthcare

services rising following the

easing of lockdown

restrictions, staff say the

zero tolerance campaign

called It’s Not OK, which

urges people to treat staff

with respect, remains as

urgent as ever.

Robyn Clark is the practice

manager at Kingswood

Health Centre and has co-

ordinated a national ‘zero

tolerance’ awareness video

urging patients to treat staff

with kindness and respect.

The video from the Institute

of General Practice

Management highlights the

kind of abusive messages

and threats hurled at staff.

Robyn said: “Demand for

GP services has risen

significantly during the

pandemic but sadly so too

has the abuse that practice

staff face. Our video aims to

show the good work that

practice staff are doing,

while urging the public to be

patient with them. GP staff

are doing an exceptional job

to make sure that patients

get the care they need and

it’s shocking that so many

are experiencing verbal and

physical abuse on a daily

basis.”

You can watch the video -

called ‘If I die it will be your

fault’ - on YouTube.

Tina Whiting, a sister and

emergency nurse

practitioner at the

emergency department at the

Bristol Royal Infirmary, was

assaulted by a member of

the public whilst working in

the department. In the year

to March 2021, the trust

which runs the BRI recorded

1,356 incidents of violence

and aggression towards

staff, an increase of 17% on

the previous year.

Tina said: “I’ve worked at

the BRI’s emergency

department for 23 years and

during this time the

department has never

experienced such high

volumes of violent and

aggressive incidents.

“The trust has been

extremely supportive and

taken steps to help protect

us. For example, in our

department we now have

body-worn cameras that we

can switch on to record such

incidents. It is completely

unacceptable that we are

experiencing such terrible

behaviour. We are here to

help. Please respect us.

Please allow us to do our job

safely.”

South Western Ambulance

Service NHS Foundation

Trust is also rolling out

body-worn cameras in a bid

to reduce violence and

aggression against

colleagues. It recorded 1,917

incidents in the last year,

including 345 physical

assaults - a 38% rise from

the previous year.

Paramedic Mike Jones, who

is the trust’s lead on violence

reduction, said: “We hope

these cameras will deter

many people from abusing

our people and know they

could also help to prosecute

those who do cause harm.

They should also make our

crews feel safer at work and

be able to do their jobs

without fear of attack.”

Kyle Lansdown works for

community healthcare

provider Sirona care &

health as the locality hub

manager for South Bristol,

which includes the Urgent

Treatment Centre (UTC) at

South Bristol Community

Hospital, where there have

been 26 reported incidents

of staff abuse since the first

full month of lockdown in

April 2020. Sirona also runs

the minor injury units in

Yate and Clevedon which

have each seen three cases

of staff abuse reported

during the same time period.

Kyle said: “These 32

incidents are the ones staff

have viewed as serious

enough to report, we suspect

there are many more

incidents, particularly of

verbal abuse, which do not

get reported because of how

frequently it happens.”

Hanham Health GP and

CCG clinical chair Dr

Jonathan Hayes said: “Our

message is very clear:

abusive behaviour will not

be tolerated. We know that

services are busy at the

moment but that is no

excuse for anti-social

behaviour and it’s shocking

that some providers are

having to resort to

technology such as body-

worn cameras to protect

their hardworking staff.”
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as abuse incidents soar



A Downend church

has applied to turn

its old graveyard

into a green space

car park.

The scheme is part

of a planning application lodged with South

Gloucestershire Council by Downend Baptist Church

in Salisbury Road.

Currently there is an old graveyard and a garden that

used to contain two halls until they were demolished.

The church plans to create a landscape garden that can

be used by church groups and made available to the

community and other groups. 

The gravestones have been removed and are currently

placed along a side wall. The church says they will be

retained in this or a similar position. 

There are also plans to turn an existing outbuilding into

a fully accessible single toilet; while an obelisk and

fencing will be removed to allow full disabled access

into the church. A drop kerb onto Salisbury Road will

be needed for access into the car park. A new metal

gate is proposed.

The application says that the proposed works do not

affect the structure or change the look of the church. 

Plans to turn old
graveyard into a
green space car park

The Week in • Wednesday 30th June 2021                                                                                                                                                                                                                             5

The new Friday and Saturday night ban on drinking

alcohol in parts of Staple Hill will now be enforced if

necessary following an introductory period.

The no drinking zone between 9pm and 4am aims to curb the

increase in later-night street drinking and anti-social

behaviour.

The Public Spaces Protection Order bans street drinking from

the junction with Lower Station Road and Broad Street to the

junction with Park Road. It is in place until 30th September.

With licensed premises in the area now closing at 10pm,

there have been significant numbers of people buying alcohol

in off-licences and continuing drinking in the High Street,

leading to larger groups gathering, fighting and general

nuisance behaviour.

The legislation follows nine separate incidents of assaults

and public order offences, as well as reports of groups of up

to 100 people gathering, verbal abuse towards members of

the public, fighting, dealing in controlled substances and

some evidence of individuals carrying knives and weapons.

At the Staple Hill, Mangotsfield & New Cheltenham

Community Engagement Forum last Tuesday, PC Neal

Scarborough said that police would be enforcing it as

necessary from 25th June.

“The majority of the pub-goers come out on to the High

Street, they buy their beer locally and they continue the party

with the kebabs and the fast food on the High Street and they

have caused crime and anti-social behaviour. We don’t want

to spoil anyone’s fun coming out of lockdown but we

recognise that actually continuing use and sale of alcohol on

the High Street is a contributing factor to the crime and anti-

social behaviour.

“The order gives the police power between those times on a

Friday and Saturday night to go along and request people to

give over their alcohol.”  

Drinking in contravention of the ban carries a £100 fine.

As part of the wider plans to tackle the problem a local

Pubwatch scheme will be re-established.

No drinking zone now being
enforced as necessary



Bells rang throughout four continents on

Saturday to celebrate the 200th

anniversary of the Ellacombe Chimes

which were invented at St Mary’s Church

in Bitton.

More than 150 churches and towers took part

in the ‘Chime around the World’ with Bitton

taking centre stage.

The event, organised jointly by Bitton Parish

History Group and St Mary’s Church,

received press and media attention

worldwide. Celebrations started in New

Zealand at noon and finished in Vancouver,

Canada, 17 hours later, crossing 12 time

zones in 10 countries.

The bells rang out in commemoration of the

device invented in 1821 by Rev Henry

Thomas Ellacombe which enables bells to be

rung by one trusted individual rather than

relying on six, eight or more bell ringers.

There was an exhibition about HT

Ellacombe at St Mary’s and some of his

descendants came along for the celebrations.

People could buy copies of the book

‘Ellacombe Chimes: Two Hundred Years’,

which has been published to mark the

bicentenary and visitors could also have a go

at the chimes.

Showing them how it’s done was 11-year-old

Ada Thomas, a pupil at The Meadows

Primary School in the village. Ada has been

bellringing at St Mary’s for three years but

only started learning the chimes about three

weeks before the event. Tower captain Sue

Elliott said the whole team were very proud

of their youngest bellringer.

Event organiser Mike Gates said the first live

stream was from Collie, Western Australia.

“The bells covered New Zealand and

Australia and then moved on to Pune in

India. Next stop was South Africa and

Gibraltar followed by the Guernsey and

Jersey.” 

Then it was the turn of many churches in the

UK, including St John’s in Keynsham, Bath

Abbey and St John’s in Bath and the Holy

Nativity Church in Knowle, as well as at

their birthplace. At St Mary’s, the pupils of

The Meadows Primary School had made

decorative flags and illustrations of the

church, and a large celebration picnic party

was held in the church grounds.

Mike said: “The event continued next to

Newfoundland, spreading across Canada and

the USA, arriving finally at Vancouver, 17

hours after starting out. In all over 150

churches and towers took part and many of

these can be seen on the Facebook page

Ellacombe Chimes Bicentennial 2021.”

The event also saw the launch of St Mary’s

£692,900 development appeal and tea towels

displaying Ellacombe’s rules for bellringers

were for sale with profits going to the appeal. 

• Ellacombe Chimes: Two Hundred Years is

available from Lulu, priced £13.72 (ISBN

978-1-304-70761-1). Any profits will go to

the church.
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Bitton’s bells lead worldwide celebration

Members of the Ellacombe family

Ada Thomas

Thanks to Andrew Russell for the churchyard celebration photos

Stephanie Bailey from Bitton Parish History Group admiring the flags and
artwork done by local schoolchildren 



The Week in • Wednesday 30th June 2021                                                                                                                                                                                                                             7

Keynsham High Street closed to all traffic from Monday

for an estimated three weeks for excavation works as part

of the major town centre improvement scheme.

This current phase of the project will see the widening and

rearranging of traffic islands at the Charlton Road junction

and the construction of the contraflow cycle lane.

Traffic is being diverted along Ashton Way and Rock Road.

Motorists are advised to plan their journeys in advance to

avoid peak times where possible.

B&NES Council is reassuring residents and visitors that

Keynsham businesses are still open and says it is working

with traders to minimise any inconvenience and is keeping

them updated.

The council gave prior notification of the closure in line with

its announcement in May that any closure of the High Street

to traffic would be notified in advance and only when

necessary for the construction programme. 

The project to revitalise the High Street began on 1st June

and is funded by the West of England Local Enterprise

Partnership through the Local Growth and Getting Building

Funds, administered by the West of England Combined

Authority. It is also funded by the Combined Authority

through its Love our High Streets programme.

Richard Samuel, the council’s deputy leader

and Cabinet member for Economic

Development & Resources, said: “The

Keynsham High Street works are progressing

on schedule and it’s been great to see the new

section of paving completed outside the

Methodist Church and the adjacent shops. We

can start to see how the project will

rejuvenate the street environment and

encourage trade.”

He said the phase of works starting this week

requires substantial excavation across the

width of the street to install drainage.

“Unfortunately this means the High Street

will have to close to vehicles, but I’d like to reassure

residents and visitors that businesses are still open and please

do continue to shop local. 

“We expect the road closure to last for three weeks and we

will keep you updated. Sorry for any inconvenience caused

during this time.”

The project will deliver footpath widening and resurfacing,

better signage and cycling and bus stop facilities on the High

Street between Bath Hill and Charlton Road. There will also

be new street furniture, streetlights, landscaping and trees.

The rearrangement of the temporary one-way system on the

High Street will enable opportunities for walking, cycling

and other sustainable modes of transport.

The scheme is also being coordinated with Openreach works

to upgrade their existing broadband infrastructure to full fibre

ahead of the new paving being laid. This will provide many

Keynsham businesses and residents with faster, more reliable

access to the internet.

Keynsham High Street closes
to all traffic for three weeks
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The man who tried to stop the spread of a fire at The

Batch Community Centre in Cadbury Heath has been

rewarded for his efforts after a successful appeal in The

Week In to trace him.

In Issue 683 Cllr Erica Williams, chair of the Banjo Island

Community Sports Association (BICSA) which runs the

centre, said she wanted to personally thank the local dog

walker who was captured on CCTV on Monday 7th June

risking injury to try to move a blazing bench away from the

building.

Graham Hardwell, who had been out with his dog Bear in

Coronation Park that evening, came forward after seeing our

article and arranged to meet Cllr Williams at the centre last

Thursday.

Graham explained that he had seen the patio furniture ablaze

outside the centre. It was melting as it is made of plastic but

he tried to move it away from the building, However, as it

was bolted down he was unable to do so. 

He did not have a phone on him but was able to alert another

passer-by who did to call 999.

The fire is believed to have been started deliberately and the

police have been investigating.

Cllr Williams said firefighters had told her that had they

arrived two minutes later, the flames would have reached the

roof. The fire could also have heated gas canisters kept just

inside the building for use in the bar.

Graham, who brought along Bear to meet Cllr Williams and

other members of staff last week, was given a thank you card

and a voucher as a token of their appreciation. 

A window was also damaged in the blaze and has been

boarded up. As well as new outdoor furniture, more than 30

patio slabs will need replacing. 

Meanwhile drainage problems with the toilets mean the

community centre is going to be out of action for some

months.

This is a severe blow to The Batch, leaving it unable to start

taking bookings again or to see the return of groups that used

it regularly before COVID restrictions.

The main Parkwall Hall next to the toilets will need new

flooring as a result of the water damage, as will the hallway.

The toilets have been removed by contractors investigating

the problems and, as the picture shows, have been stacked in

the hall.

The £2m community centre, which officially opened in 2015,

incorporates Cadbury Heath Youth Centre at one end which

is still able to open despite the problems.

The Week In helps trace brave resident
who tried to stop fire from spreading

Two premises at Staple Hill High Street were broken into

during the night of Wednesday 23rd June.

A black Fixie bicycle was stolen after someone jumped

over the wall to enter a rear garden and took it from an

unlocked shed.

Someone was also seen on CCTV entering the garage of a

commercial property after pulling off the locking bracket.

The culprit used a lighter to have a look around for a

couple of minutes, although nothing seems to have been

taken. If you have any information regarding these

incidents contact the police on 101. Alternatively call

Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.

High Street premises targeted

Erica Williams, holding Bear, & Graham Hardwell

CCTV showing Graham trying
to move the blazing bench
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Keep Warmley in

Gloucestershire 
Dear Editor    

The Boundary Commission have proposed that

Kingswood constituency be removed and its

parts be added into various others. Some will

go to Thornbury & Yate, some to a new

constituency - Bristol North East - and some

will go to Keynsham & North East Somerset.

It is the latter that I resent and which I have

complained about and hope others will do the

same. My main concern is Warmley, which is

and always has been in Gloucestershire and has

never had any association with Somerset.

Norman Tebbit once said you can judge

someone's loyalty by which cricket team they

support. Well, people of Warmley will always

choose Gloucestershire obviously because they

are Gloucester folk. We have no commonality

with Somerset, even our churches are in

different dioceses!

Warmley does not want to be tacked on to

Keynsham just to make up the numbers,

Warmley must remain part of Gloucestershire

and be represented by an MP in either a Bristol

or Gloucestershire constituency, never, never,

ever a Somerset one. We pay our council tax to

South Gloucestershire not to B&NES. 

John Sibley, Warmley

No sign of council

starting work 
Dear Becky    

It was my understanding that your paper was

advised by South Gloucestershire Council that

work would start from 1st June putting 20mph

markings on the roads in Hanham, including

the High Street, and to paint over the ‘30’ signs

on Lower Hanham Road to make them ‘20’. 

The roads in and around Hanham were made

20mph two years ago but so far no adequate

signage has been forthcoming.

Due to the confusion, many motorists are

unaware that they are breaking the law. 

When the council told The Week In this was

going to happen at the start of June, we all

believed them. 

Bernard Jackson

Chairman Hanham Business Community

Partnership

What Hanham High

Street needs 
Dear Editor    

I have no objection to the proposed

development on the Kleeneze site in Hanham,

although the number of dwellings planned

seems to be rather large for the size of the plot.

My main concern focuses on the High Street.

With so many new residents who could benefit

from having safe access to some specialist local

shops, I believe it is now time to either

completely close and pedestrianise the main

section of the High Street or to make it one way

and have wider paved areas and parking bays. 

South Gloucestershire Council - and prior to

them, Kingswood District Council and

Kingswood Borough Council - have

procrastinated about this for far too long. If

they wish to claim that Hanham has a ‘village

feel’ about it, they should now do something

that would make the claim match reality.

David Matthews, Hanham

Where the blame lies 
Dear Editor    

Your lead article (Issue 684) illustrated the

national shortage of HGV drivers. Readers may

have noticed adverts for drivers by Milk &

More, First Bus and other businesses. 

A headline in a national newspaper recently

was ‘Tesco bins fresh food due to driver

shortage’. Tesco has reportedly told

Government that 50 tonnes of fresh food is

being discarded every week because of the

driver shortage. The cause of the shortage is the

consequence of Brexit compounded by the lack

of training and testing of drivers during the

pandemic lockdowns. The driver shortage has

shown up in the temporary disruption to the

normally smooth running B&NES Council

kerb-side waste and recycling collections. 

It is ironic that a couple of local Conservative

councillors have been expressing concern

about this when the situation is in part the fault

of the Conservative Government’s disastrous

handling of Brexit negotiations and that the

Government has not added HGV drivers to the

UK’s skilled worker occupation list. 

If your bin waste is not collected on time,

blame the Conservatives.

Duncan Hounsell, Saltford

(Written in a personal capacity)

LETTERS

Bath & North East Somerset has a Green

Party councillor after former Cabinet

Member for Transport Joanna Wright

announced that she was leaving the Liberal

Democrats to represent her constituency on

behalf of the Green Party.

At last Wednesday’s Cabinet meeting Cllr

Wright said people voted for the Lib Dems

in 2019 because they believed they would

be bold in response to the climate

emergency, but she now felt the party was

stepping back from crucial decisions.

In Issue 678 (12th May) we reported that the

councillor, who was responsible for many of

the active travel plans before being replaced

as a Cabinet member, complained that she

had been told to drop some of them by the

new council leader Kevin Guy. She claimed

at that time that “parochial politics” and

concerns for being re-elected were hindering

policies. That accusation was challenged by

Cllr Guy who said the Cabinet would be

discussing the active travel plans for Bath at

its next meeting.

Last week’s Cabinet meeting did indeed

discuss the plans in the first phase of its

‘Liveable Neighbourhoods’ programme

although not all the issues were addressed.

It led Cllr Wright to make her statement that

she could no longer be a member of a group

which had no moral compass.

A press announcement issued by the Liberal

Democrat party last Thursday said they

were not surprised by Cllr Wright’s decision

but would not be responding to the detail of

her accusations. It claimed she was only

ever using the party as a “flag of

convenience” and called for her to stand

down and contest a by-election as a Green

Party candidate.

Council leader Kevin Guy underwent a

similar epiphany prior to being elected as a

Lib Dem councillor for Bathavon North in

2019. He was previously a Labour

councillor on Telford & Wrekin Council in

Shropshire and had previously been party

chairman. In August 2018 he ‘crossed the

floor’ to join the Lib Dems, blaming Jeremy

Corbyn for taking the party in the wrong

direction. His defection also removed

Labour’s majority on the council at the time.

Joanna Wright is currently the Green Party’s

only representative on B&NES Council.

Lib Dem councillor
defects to join the Greens

Joanna Wright



The Week in • Wednesday 30th June 2021                                                                                                                                                                                                                           11

SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 4th July

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green

(10.30am-4pm) 

Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm) 

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)

Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park 

(9.30am-4.30pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG

(9am-7pm) 

Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH

(10am-4pm)

Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)

Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds

(10am-4pm)

Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway

(11am-5pm)

Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard

Developers have finally won permission to

build houses behind the Fleur de Lis in

Pucklechurch and to turn the vacant pub

into a four-bed home and the toilet block

into a micropub.

South Gloucestershire Council’s

development control committee

unanimously voted both applications

through at a meeting on Thursday, despite

objections from local residents and the parish

council.

There had been previous planning

applications and appeals by Brislington-

based UKS Group to build nine and then

eight homes, but they failed for reasons

including poor planning and design and the

impact on the nearby Grade I listed St

Thomas à Becket Church and Pucklechurch

Conservation Area, plus the potential

parking impact. 

The latest plans – to demolish the rear

extension of the pub on Shortwood Road and

build two terraces of three houses with rear

gardens and parking to the front, were

approved by members of the committee after

they heard that previous concerns had been

overcome. 

However, ward councillor Steve Reade had

highlighted his ongoing concerns about

parking and loss of heritage, saying that a

micropub is an urban concept, not a rural

one. He wanted to see a reduction in the

number of houses being built to generate

more off-street parking space. 

Nineteen local residents objected to the pub

conversion and micropub as did

Pucklechurch Parish Council which had

concerns including that the pub had not

been demonstrated as being unviable and

that the plans contradicted the conservation

area preservation and enhancement strategy.

The applicant’s agent Kit Stokes told the

committee that the pub had been struggling.

Details were provided of the barrelage

over the years, which between 2014 and

2019 declined year on year in total by

around 50%. There had been no offers

received for the continued use of the building

as a pub.

The micropub aims to compensate the loss

of the larger pub, with Mr Stokes saying it

would be simple with low overheads and

serving good beer and snacks. It will have a

small bar area and outside courtyard area and

be a facility that people will walk to.

A report to the committee said there are two

other pubs in Pucklechurch plus a village

sports and social club with licensed bar. 

Meanwhile there were 54 objections to the

other planning application for six new

houses, with local residents concerned about

traffic, parking, the gardens being too small

and overlooking and loss of privacy. There

were four letters of support.

Speaking at the committee meeting the

parish council chair Cllr Gail Boyle said that

five of the proposed family houses fail to

meet the council’s own amenity standards

and suggested the solution would be to build

five houses, not six. She said there is no safe

access to any of the parish playground

facilities as the new residents would have to

cross a busy road and there are no pedestrian

crossings.

The case planning officer said that at

previous appeals the inspector had not been

against development on the site in principle

but was concerned about the detail and the

impact. She said the design worked through

with the council, including lowering the

height of the houses, is now sympathetic to

the conservation area and that the small

gardens are actually in keeping with older

properties nearby.

The planning officer also said that the

development is fully policy compliant for

parking.

One of the conditions of permission is an

agreement for the developer to fund up to

£10,000 towards a Traffic Regulation Order

(TRO) for double yellow lines to improve

highway safety where three roads -

Shortwood Road, Abson Road and

Westerleigh Road meet. Cars park close to

the corner and on the pavement.

The TRO would be subject to public

consultation and the parish council has

warned that it might have to be amended or

even rejected as it has the capacity to

severely impact other businesses and

residential properties, many having no off-

street parking.

Controversial plans for redevelopment
of pub and grounds allowed 



Crossword ACROSS
1. Abducted (9)

6. Yes vote (3)

8. Root vegetable (7)

9. Small fragment (5)

10. Edible fat (4)

11. Harden (3)

13. German city (4)

14. Pulsate (5)

16. Tufted beard (6)

18. Elk (6)

19. Narrow lane (5)

21. In the middle of (4)

22. Boy (3)

23. Wind instrument (4)

27. Shelf (5)

28. Young tree (7)

30. Expected (3)

31. Mid-morning
snack (9)

DOWN

1. Sleep (inf.) (3)

2. Lament (5)

3. Female relative (4)

4. Condiment (6)

5. Twilight (4)

6. Based on hypothesis
(1,6)

7. Costly (9)

10. Indicated (9)

11. Hard covering (5)

12. Pulled behind (5)

14. Beverage (3)

15. Alcove (3)

17. Mythical Greek
princess (7)

20. Famous film dog (6)

24. Ecstasy (5)

25. Apportion (4)

26. Church recess (4)

29. Domestic fuel (3)
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The owners of Tracy Park Golf and Country Hotel in

Wick have been granted permission to repair their

historic walled garden and build a new 120-guest

wedding venue in it.

In their application to South Gloucestershire Council the

Shaw family said it was a step towards ensuring the resort’s

future, providing income that will help the viability of the

business and provide essential new jobs to an industry

decimated by the pandemic.

They have an £18m masterplan which aims to ultimately

position the 240-acre estate - which is in the Green Belt and

Cotswolds Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty - as one of

the finest four-star hotel and leisure complexes in the county.

The council last week approved listed building consent to

repair the listed garden wall and bothy and create a wedding

venue with formal gardens. The garden is in a poor condition,

with parts already collapsed. The new contemporary building

will be a nod to the type of traditional glass houses which

were a characteristic feature of walled gardens attached to

country houses.

The venue will hold up to 85 weddings a year, plus an

additional 10 functions.  Weddings and other events are

currently held in the 17th century manor house but the Grade

II listed building needs major work. It also has limitations

including a small kitchen.

Tracy Park has two championship 18-hole golf courses but

there are currently only around 400 members, largely due to

the clubhouse consisting of a portable cabin housing

changing rooms and a very small members’ bar and kitchen.

The owners have said that the next planning application will

be for a new golf clubhouse which it is hoped could see

membership grow to 750 members. 

Following that they plan to apply for a 100-bed hotel with a

gym and spa. The hotel currently has 42 bedrooms.

Plans for wedding venue in historic
walled garden are permitted

Here are the locations in our area where you can expect

to see police mobile speed cameras this week. 

South Gloucestershire:

On the A431 Bath Road and A4175 at Bitton; also on the

A4175 at Oldland Common; on the A4174 ring road at

Emersons Green and Bromley Heath; in Kingswood on

New Cheltenham Road and Cock Road; in Pucklechurch

on the B4465 Westerleigh Road; at Siston Lane at Webbs

Heath; in Longwell Green on California Road, Court

Farm Road and Long Beach Road; at Barrs Court on

Craven Way; in Hanham on Abbots Road, Memorial

Road and Whittucks Road; at Parkwall Road in Cadbury

Heath; at Lyde Green on Jenner Boulevard and

Willowherb Road; in Staple Hill on Cassell Road and

Broad Street/High Street; at Blackhorse Road in

Mangotsfield and on Overndale Road in Downend; in

Wick on the A420 and at Naishcombe Hill; on Victoria

Road/Mill Lane at North Common.

Bath & North East Somerset: 

In Keynsham on Park Road, Charlton Road, Coronation

Avenue and the B3116 Wellsway; in Saltford at The

Shallows, Grange Road and Manor Road; also on the

B3116 at Burnett Hill; on the A37 at Pensford and on the

A39 at Corston.

Bristol:

At Bamfield in Whitchurch; in Hengrove on Whitchurch

Lane and Tarnock Avenue; in Stockwood on Hollway

Road, Sturminster Road and Stockwood Lane; in

Brislington on the A4174 Callington Road, Kensington

Park Road and B3119 West Town Lane; in Fishponds on

Gill Avenue, Thingwall Park, Thicket Avenue and the

A432 Downend Road/Fishponds Road; in Whitehall on

Gordon Avenue and Park Crescent; in St George on

Furber Road, Crews Hill Road, the A431 Nags Head Hill

and Beaufort Road; in Hillfields on Woodland Way and

the B4465 Forest Road.

Mobile speed
camera locations

How the new wedding venue will look

The historic walled garden
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Ring road money cannot
be used for anything else
South Gloucestershire Council leader

Toby Savage has said that the £30m

Government funding for the five proposed

A4174 ring road junction improvements

between Lyde Green and Longwell Green

could not be transferred to any alternative

schemes.

He made a statement at last week’s meeting

of the West of England Combined Authority

and Joint Committee in response to criticism

of the project, which is currently open to

public consultation. The meeting had earlier

heard public transport campaigner David

Redgewell ask why the ring road proposals

had been published without any provision for

bus priority measures or the East Bristol

Orbital plan.

Cllr Savage stated that the current

consultation was to better understand the

needs of all transport users but that crucially

the money is part of a Government transport

fund to which the council has been invited to

apply, and could not be used for other

purposes.

“It is the Department of Transport that has

invited us as the highways authority to bid

for improvement to the major routes

network. It is not about using the money for

something else as has been suggested. The

idea that it can be moved around is

erroneous.”

• As part of the consultation there is a ‘virtual

space event’ with the project team on hand

to answer questions via a live chat tomorrow

(Thursday) from 8.30am to 7pm. The link is

https://a4174junctionimprovements.virtuale

ventspace.io/ 

For those who prefer face-to-face events,

there is one today (Wednesday) from 5pm to

8pm at Warmley Community Centre, and

another at Emersons Green Village Hall on

Saturday 10th July (1pm-5.30pm).

Illness forces Bitton’s
Olympic swimmer to retire
Bitton’s Olympic swimmer Siobhan-

Marie O’Connor has announced her

retirement at the age of 25.

Throughout her career she has

struggled with ulcerative colitis, a

chronic illness that can make

training and competing difficult and

very unpredictable. 

Siobhan-Marie, who began her

swimming career with Keynsham

Swimming Club, competed in two

Olympic Games, winning silver at

Rio in 2016. She has also won other

medals in European,

Commonwealth and World

championships.

She said her decision to step away

from the sport she loves had been the

hardest decision she has ever had to

make. “I can look back and say that

I was lucky enough to achieve my

dreams and all that I ever set out to

do in the sport.”

Her achievements were recognised

with a plaque at Bitton Station

following her Olympic silver medal

success. (Siobhan-Marie pictured at

that event)
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A £1m bid to protect nature in South

Gloucestershire from overdevelopment

has been successful.

The Common Connections initiative is a

four-year landscape and habitat restoration

project along the South Gloucestershire and

Bristol border to improve links between

registered common land, woodlands and

other natural habitats to create a ‘wildbelt’ -

an area of land where building and other

development is not allowed, so that nature

can be protected and restored.

The £1m business case submitted by South

Gloucestershire Council to the West of

England Combined Authority (WECA)

outlines plans to boost the council’s efforts

around promoting biodiversity and enriching

nature across the district, enhancing and

existing habitat types, creating and

improving grassland and wildflower

meadows, building ponds, restoring hedges

and planting around 6,000 new trees.

Having been approved on Friday, it will

support the council’s vision for a greener

South Gloucestershire with a range of

ambitious goals including to double tree

coverage across the district by 2030.

Leader of the council Toby Savage, who also

leads on climate change, said: “I am pleased

our bid to WECA has been successful and

that we can progress our plans to preserve

nature across South Gloucestershire for our

communities, which in turn will help to

support our goals in protecting our local

climate and environment. 

“Tackling the climate and ecological

emergencies remains a golden thread

through every bit of work we do and, while

the challenges we face should not be

underestimated, I believe that the Common

Connections initiative will prove to be a

positive part of the step change we need to

meet those challenges head on as we focus

our growth towards utilising areas like

brownfield sites to meet our housing

demand.”

The majority of the 75 green spaces included

in the project plan are owned and managed

by the council. They are said to be “amongst

the most heavily used, threatened and

misunderstood green spaces. They exist in a

changing landscape facing huge pressure

from housing, industrial development and

the challenges of climate change.”

At the heart of the project are nine areas of

registered common (78.6 hectares). The

registered commons include Siston, Lyde

Green, Bridgeyate and Chesley Hill,

Holbrook, Payne Green, Rodway Hill and

Webbs Heath.

Another 15 sites (146.4 hectares) are either

already of significant habitat value or have

great potential to become habitat rich. As

with the commons, these will act as the

major ‘nature hubs’. 

They include areas such as Barrs Court Moat

Park, Cock Road Ridge and Grimsbury Farm

in Kingswood, Emersons Green Village

Park, Overscourt Wood, Warmley Forest

Park, Warmley Pitch & Putt, Wick Golden

Valley Nature Reserve and Willsbridge Mill

and Siston Brook.

There are also 16 ‘satellite sites’ which

because they are close to the nature hubs

make them valuable as potential ‘stepping

stones’ for nature. They include Brockwell

Park in Wick, Coronation Park and Brereton

Way in Cadbury Heath, Lyde Green Playing

Fields, Pomphrey Hill Playing Fields and

Westons Way Playing Fields in Kingswood.

The grounds of Barrs Court, Parkwall, Wick,

St Barnabas, Mangotsfield and Lyde Green

primary schools and Mangotsfield

Secondary School also have the potential to

act as stepping stones, while there are also

24 ‘green corridors’ to provide connecting

arteries between the hubs and satellites, such

as linear paths and verges. 

Sections of active travel routes the Dramway,

Bristol & Bath Railway Path and the A4174

ring road path are also on the list of green

spaces. Find out more at https://tinyurl.com/

y854nb7j

New £1m ‘wildbelt’ project to protect
nature in South Gloucestershire

Rodway Common

The Dramway

Payne GreenBarrs Court Moat Park



A £4,000 appeal to repair the old mill pond at Willsbridge

Mill has been launched.

Willsbridge Mill Community Refresh (WMCR) say: “Our

mill pond and the decking that surrounds it was established

in 1978, after the original mill pond broke its banks in a storm

in 1968. 

“For 44 years this pond has captivated the hearts and minds

of generations of local children as they have pond dipped for

tadpoles, newts, frogs, water boatmen, snails and other pond

wildlife.  

“As these children have become parents and grandparents,

they bring their children to experience nature and enjoy the

brook, the pond and the nature reserve.

“Regular visitors will have noticed a decline in the pond over

the last few years. The pond has silted up, the water has

become foul, and the pond is leaking. If the pond is not saved

now, it is likely it will dry up completely and the staging

around the pond and the brook will become unsafe.

“We desperately need at least £4,000 from local donations

towards repairs.”   

To make a donation visit WMCR’s online fundraising page

at https://www.gofundme.com/f/willsbridge-mill or visit the

café or gift shop with a cash or card gift.

‘Sponsor our bridge’
WMCR are also running a sponsored project for the new

bridge in the wildlife garden in conjunction with the mill

pond appeal.

The refurbished garden was recently opened by Kingswood

MP Chris Skidmore.

WMCR say: “The wildlife garden at Willsbridge Mill is one

of our much-loved attractions and is the home to lots of

active wildlife throughout the seasons, a place for young ones

to explore the ponds, or even just to sit and enjoy some peace

and quiet.

“This year, thanks to a successful grant application, we were

able to undertake substantial renovations, including a new,

more habitable pond and bog garden, educational ponds,

lawn area and a fantastic new, accessible bridge.

“We know this garden will be appreciated for many years to

come, and welcome you to be part of that, by sponsoring the

bridge. We have 50 plaques to sponsor, made from marine

grade stainless steel which will be screwed to the bridge, for

you to see and enjoy during your visit for a cost of just £40

each.

“These will go fast and will be allocated on a first come, first

served basis. Email willsbridgemill@outlook.com for more

information.”

• WMCR is always on the look-out for new volunteers with

varied skills and gardening experience.
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£4,000 appeal to repair old mill pond

The old mill pond

Chris Skidmore opening the wildlife garden

The wildlife garden bridge

A number of solar lights were stolen from the garden of

a home on Goldcrest Walk in Keynsham during the night

of Wednesday 16th June. 

There were reports of a similar offence on Chaffinch

Avenue.

If you have any information contact the police on 101 or

call Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111.

Solar light stolen
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The Community Page

Downend & Bromley Heath Parish Council
Downend & Bromley Heath Parish Council operates a

grant scheme which provides financial support to

community organisations. In this article, I am pleased to

share with you two instances of how D&BH PC has

managed to help a couple of our local groups. 

If you know of a voluntary group or organisation within

the area in need of financial help, please take a look at our

website, where the grant form can be downloaded. Visit

https://www.dbhparishcouncil.uk/

The applicant must demonstrate that the grant award will

benefit the parish of Downend & Bromley Heath and/or

its parishioners. There are strict criteria governing the way

in which a Parish Council can apply its resources and

Downend & Bromley Heath Parish Council must be

satisfied that the award of a grant will both fulfil a local

need and comply with current empowering legislation.  

Councillor Janet Biggin, Chairman

Funding for Downend &
Bromley Heath in Bloom

If you wish to get in touch with Downend & Bromley Heath Parish Council, please contact the

Clerk to the Council, Angela Hocking, tel: 0117 9567001; email: clerk@dbparishcouncil.co.uk;

website: www.dbhparishcouncil.uk 

The Parish Council is a major sponsor of Downend and

Bromley Heath in Bloom, a local, voluntary group that plant

out floral displays all around the area. After an enforced break

for COVID last year they have been back planting their

summer displays once again.  These are found in the main

Downend shopping area, Cleevewood shops, Quakers Road

shops, Downend Library and the ‘Welcome to Downend’

signs. In total they have erected 116 up-the-pole baskets, 6 x

3 tiered displays and around 120 base planters & rail baskets. 

They are also involved in a new project with Downend School

where they have been renovating the school polytunnel and

are hoping to involve students with planting.

The Parish Council has provided the group with two shipping

containers which In Bloom’s Woodworking Crew use to

maintain their planter stocks.  They also make garden and

Christmas items from off-cuts and recycled wood to sell to

the public. This enables them to raise additional funds to

continue their work.

Litter, litter
and more litter
The lovely weather we

have been experiencing

of late has meant an

increase in the number of

people using our open

spaces. PLEASE ensure

when using our parks and

playing fields that any

rubbish is put in the bins

provided. Alternatively,

please take it home to

ensure that the playing fields remain a pleasant place for

everyone to use. Thank you for your continued support. 

Funding for Downend Allotments
Over recent years, Downend & Bromley Heath Parish

Council has been able to support the allotment site at

Downend (Staple Hill & District Allotments Ltd).

These pictures show the wildlife area which is full of

bees, birds and foxes. Also, the new gate to the

allotment site. In the coming weeks, the low-grade

asbestos cement base will be removed from this

location by a licensed contractor. Again, this has been

funded by D&BH Parish Council following receipt of

a formal request by the group. 
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The latest proposals for Parliamentary boundary reform

could see the end of the Kingswood constituency and a

Keynsham constituency which extends into much of

South Gloucestershire.

This is not the first time a constituency straddling the River

Avon has been proposed, nor indeed that changes have been

proposed to the representation of our area in Parliament. 

The 2023 boundary review is the third such in the last decade

but this time, once adopted it will not require a vote in the

House of Commons to become law.

The first consultation on the latest review of constituency

boundaries opened this month and the public have until 2nd

August to comment on the initial proposals. Most

controversial of these is the plan for a Keynsham & North

East Somerset constituency. Whereas currently the

neighbouring constituencies of Kingswood and North East

Somerset are roughly divided by the old ‘county line’

between Gloucestershire and Somerset, the new one will

cross the River Avon. 

Keynsham & North East Somerset will include a very small

part of Kingswood at its northern limit, as well as other parts

of the South Gloucestershire local authority area including

Warmley, North Common, Hanham, Longwell Green,

Oldland Common and Bitton. 

South of the river it will encompass Keynsham and Saltford

and reach as far as Farmborough, Timsbury, Paulton and the

Chew Valley.

Midsomer Norton and Radstock, which form part of the

current North East Somerset constituency, will become part

of Frome, as will Marksbury – which sits between Keynsham

and Saltford and Farmborough. 

The rest of Kingswood, along with New Cheltenham,

Hillfields, Staple Hill and Mangotsfield, will form part of a

new Bristol North East constituency. Some of these areas

originally formed a ‘southern finger’ of the Filton & Bradley

Stoke constituency and while that boundary will be moved

further north, Filton & Bradley Stoke will also extend

eastwards to include Emersons Green, Blackhorse and

Shortwood. Siston becomes part of the Thornbury & Yate

constituency.

These are the initial proposals which

are open to the public to make

whatever comments they feel are

appropriate, but only it seems, if they

are able to do so online. The only

option offered by the Boundaries

Commission at this stage appears to be

the online map and form which can be

found at www.bcereviews.org.uk

although it does say that hard copies

can be viewed at places of deposit

within the constituencies.

After the 2nd August deadline, two

further rounds of consultation will take

place next year with the aim of

bringing the final report to the Speaker

of the House before 1st July 2023.
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Kingswood constituency could
disappear in Parliamentary shake-up

The reasons behind the latest review
The current constituency boundaries were implemented at

the 2010 General Election following the Fifth Periodical

Review five years previously. This set the total number of

MPs at 650 and re-set the balance between the four nations

of the UK after the establishment of the Scottish

parliament.

Following the 2010 election, the Coalition Government

introduced legislation which would have reduced the

number of MPs to 600 as part of a wide range of

constitutional reforms. The next review in 2013 also sought

to equalise the size of electorates in each constituency but

was never implemented. Following disagreements between

the Coalition partners over other elements of proposed

Parliamentary reforms, the Lib Dems said they would vote

against implementation of the 2013 review.

The following review in 2018 was completed and achieved

the aim of reducing the number of constituencies to 600.

But this was not implemented either and last year the

Government passed the Parliamentary Constituencies Act

which fixed the number of seats back at 650. The reason

given was that Brexit would increase the legislative

workload on Parliament and so would be better shared

among more MPs.

The 2023 review is charged with achieving a balance of

electorate across the four countries which is within 5%

either side of the median number. The total electorate

divided by the number of constituencies sets this figure at

73,393. So each constituency must have between 69.724

and 77,062. There are also geographic limits of around

12,000 square kilometres.
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A new local retail and restaurant enterprise, Flourish

Foodhall & Kitchen, opened n Saltford last week.

Located at Glenavon Farm on the A4 at Saltford, Flourish is

home to a 2,000sq ft foodhall, an open kitchen seating 110

and an outside terrace area with a further 40 seats.

Paul Castle, managing director at Flourish, said: “I am so

delighted to see the culmination of two years’ hard work and

planning come to life with the opening of the doors at

Flourish.

“Right from the start, we set out to be a food retailer and

kitchen with a conscience, putting people and planet at the

forefront of everything we do.”

He added: “We have recruited a passionate team and a host

of fantastic local suppliers, attracted by the company’s B

Corp led values and way of operating.

“We are delighted to be able to finally show local customers

what we are all about and welcome them through our doors.”

To find out more about Flourish Foodhall and Kitchen visit

www.flourishatglenavon.co.uk

New Flourish Foodhall &
Kitchen opens in Saltford

Welcoming the next generation
of scientists and engineers
More young people are considering careers in science as a

result of the pandemic, a British Science Association

survey has found. With this in mind, IKB Academy in

Keynsham, which specialises in science, technology,

engineering and maths (STEM), is holding workshops to

enthuse teenagers.

The computing/design events, organised in same-school

bubbles to be COVID-safe, involve Year 9 students

designing a car and then using microbits to programme it

around a track.

Principal Debbie Gibbs said: “Science has been at the

forefront of our fight against COVID. It is great to see the

next generation of scientists, computer scientists and

engineers putting their problem-solving skills to use in this

project.”

Former student Roland Whiteley returned to IKB recently

to talk to sixth-formers. From a single-parent family with

a disabled mum, he flunked Year 12 at a sixth form in

Exeter, joining IKB to repeat the year. Despite getting a D

in product design in his first year, with hard work and

determination he went on to achieve two A-stars and an A

in his A-levels in 2018 and is now in his third year studying

engineering at Oxford.

Mrs Gibbs said: “Roland has single-handedly inspired our

Year 12s.”

IKB is open to students aged 14 to 19, with entry in Years

10 and 12 and spaces are available for September.

Principal Debbie Gibbs with
former student Roland Whiteley

Paul Hargreaves, left, CEO of Cotswold Fayre, the
B Corp company behind the new enterprise, & Paul
Castle, managing director, at the opening
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Vacancy to fill?

Advertising in The Week In is an

effective and low cost option. 

Call Tracy  on

0117 986 0381. 

Situations Vacant
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Bristol-based poet Christopher Laverty has recently

published a collection of work which may provide additional

reading for lovers of the classic style.

‘The Ballad of Lorianna, Ever Brush Away the Sleep, To

Winter and other poems’ brings together over 50 poems on a

broad range of subjects not only dear to the writer’s heart but

also very topical. As such, the collection jumps from nature

to relationships to Brexit and the chilling ‘The Village

Plague’.

Born and raised in Cornwall, Christopher’s work as an

English teacher took him to China and France before

bringing him Bristol. Although he has had work published in

poetry magazines such as Scrittura and Reach before, this

collection published by Cyberwit is his first book. You can

purchase it on Amazon and other online book sellers. 

You can also watch Christopher reading some of the poems

on his Facebook page - facebook.com/christopher

lavertypoetry

Debut publication from Bristol poet

After 100 days of operation, Bath & North East Somerset

Council has revealed that the number of polluting,

chargeable vehicles seen driving in Bath’s Clean Air Zone

is gradually falling as vehicles are replaced with cleaner,

compliant ones.

The CAZ was launched on 15th March to urgently tackle

harmful levels of air pollution caused mostly by polluting

taxis, vans, buses and larger commercial vehicles.

A charging zone works to reduce pollution by levying a £9

or £100 a day charge on anyone driving a higher emission

vehicle in the zone. This excludes private cars.  

At the same time, interest-free finance and grants are being

made available to encourage the swift replacement of these

vehicles with cleaner, compliant ones. 

Between 30,000 and 40,000 unique vehicles enter Bath’s

CAZ each day, numbers that have increased week on week

since lockdown restrictions have eased. 

Around 1,100 to 1,400 (3 to 4%) are chargeable, non-

compliant vehicles i.e., higher emission taxis, vans, coaches,

lorries etc. But while the total number of vehicles entering

the zone has risen, the proportion of chargeable vehicles has

fallen from around 5 per cent of total vehicles seen to

between 3 to 4 per cent.

Sarah Warren, deputy council leader and Cabinet Member

for Climate & Sustainable Travel, said: “While we won’t

know the impact on air quality until the first three months of

data is released to the public in the autumn, the fact that

compliance is improving means we’re moving in the right

direction.”

The council’s financial assistance scheme is on course to

replace 1,500 non-compliant vehicles driving regularly in the

zone by the end of the year, and the council is requesting

more funds from the Government to extend the scheme.

Already 240 of the city’s most polluting vehicles have been

replaced with cleaner, compliant vehicles. This includes more

than 50 polluting taxis and private hire vehicles that drive in

the city centre every day. Hundreds more businesses have

recently been approved for finance after completing an

assessment of their vehicles.

The council has also helped to upgrade more than 80 buses,

which means that all 220 buses on scheduled routes will be

compliant with the new emission standards by the end of the

summer.

Signs of change after 100
days of Bath’s Clean Air Zone

The West of England Combined Authority agreed to put a

hold on its current plan in response to the climate

emergency in order to come back with a more wide-

reaching proposal ahead of the COP26 Climate Change

Conference in Glasgow this November.

Last week’s meeting of the Combined Authority and Joint

Committee was due to consider the latest report on the

regional action plan but agreed to an amendment from

Bath & North East Somerset Council leader Kevin Guy

to review the authority’s approach to climate emergency

and bring back recommendations to a special meeting in

September to confirm a new and aspirational approach

towards a climate emergency strategy and action plan

ahead of the Glasgow summit. New Metro Mayor Dan

Norris stated in his opening remarks that the environment

would be the priority during his term in office.

Climate action plan withdrawn
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2-Hard1-Easy

Service Directory

Garden Services

Aerials Appliances

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Blinds

Blinds ElectricalCar Repairs

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting at

2 weeks

Home

Maintenance

Architectural

Services
Carpet Cleaning

Chimney Sweeps

Driveways
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Service Directory

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting at

2 weeks

Plumbing Book a series

of adverts

and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4.20 per

centimetre (min 5cm)

The more weeks you

book the cheaper

each insertion

becomes

1 week - £21

2 weeks - £18.90

4 wk - £17.85

6 wk - £16.80

8 wk - £15.75

12 wk - £14.70

26 wk - £13.65

52 wk - £12.60

All prices per week

exc VAT

You don't have to book

successive weeks. 

You can choose

fortnightly, monthly 

or specific insertion

dates as long as the

total number of

insertions booked

corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting

at 2 weeks

Book a series

of adverts

and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4.20 per

centimetre (min 5cm)

The more weeks you

book the cheaper

each insertion

becomes

1 week - £21

2 weeks - £18.90

4 wk - £17.85

6 wk - £16.80

8 wk - £15.75

12 wk - £14.70

26 wk - £13.65

52 wk - £12.60

All prices per week

exc VAT

You don't have to book

successive weeks. 

You can choose

fortnightly, monthly 

or specific insertion

dates as long as the

total number of

insertions booked

corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting

at 2 weeks

Tree Services

Tree Services

Rubbish 
Clearance

Cheap and fast
We load and clear any 

household, garden, garage 
and shed clearance

Free estimates
Fully licensed
85% recycled

Call 0117 9373009
at anytime to book

Roofing

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Telephone

Engineers

Waste Disposal

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Handyman

Wigs

Locksmiths

Painting

& Decorating
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