
A high level of missed

recycling and rubbish

collections in Bath &

North East Somerset is

being blamed on a

shortage of drivers and

staff sickness.

The council is meanwhile

applying, retrospectively, for

longer opening hours at its

depot in Ashmead Road in

Keynsham to cope with the

big increase in recycling

during the pandemic.

This week Keynsham South

councillor Alan Hale said

there has been “much

concern” voiced about the

level of missed recycling

and rubbish collections and

that Cllr Vic Pritchard, who

is the leader of the

Conservative group on

B&NES, had raised the

subject with the council’s

chief executive Will

Godfrey. 

“The answer he received

was that there had been a

significant level of sickness

recently and in addition,

many drivers were of

Eastern European origin and

have returned home

recently,” said Cllr Hale.

“It is alleged that driver

posts have been advertised

but the feedback is that the

pay level is too low and does

not attract drivers. Cllr

Pritchard suggested that they

should raise the level of

salary. The answer was that

to do that the money would

have to come from

somewhere else.

“Perhaps the administration

will need to look at its

projects and prioritise waste

collection, which affects

everyone, over other less

worthy projects.”

Cllr Hale said he hoped the

situation could be resolved

soon so that there wouldn’t

be delayed collections

during the hot months ahead. 

He also stressed that there is

a great deal of respect for the

staff who work on the

lorries.

On Saturday the council’s

website carried a list of

rescheduled recycling

collections which topped

100, including 36 in

Saltford, with the majority

across Bath.

The reason given for the

disruption for the vast

majority of missed

collections was ‘capacity

reached’. 

We have asked B&NES

Council if it wishes to

respond.

The council’s Waste

Services department has

recently applied for planning

permission to “regularise”

opening times at the

Ashmead Road depot (Unit

4) on weekdays to a 5.30am

start instead of the approved

6.30am, and to 7am on

Saturdays instead of 8am.

There is no proposed change

to the 8am Sunday opening.

A letter in support of the

application says: “The

operational justification for

this arises from the fact that

additional recycling

materials are now being

collected from households

across the district, some of

which like cardboard have

increased considerably

during the COVID

pandemic.

“The proposed retrospective

change to weekday and

Saturday opening hours is

required for practical

reasons in order to process

the additional household

recycling materials.”

The proposed change does

not raise any issues with

neighbours as it is on an

industrial estate with the

nearest housing south of

Bath Road, the letter adds.
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An alarming new craze in which people

using the video-sharing social media

platform TikTok record themselves

starting fires could be occurring locally.

At last Tuesday’s meeting of the

Downend, Emersons Green & Frenchay

Community Engagement Forum, Bill

Crocker, from Bromley Heath

Neighbourhood Watch, highlighted how

there have been incidents further north in

the country in which people post footage

of them setting fire to hedges and then

seeing how bad it can get before the fire

service arrives.

He asked an Avon Fire & Rescue Service

representative at the meeting whether there

was any evidence of the dangerous trend

spreading to our region. 

The local watch manager said that over the

past few weeks there have been a spate of

fires involving fences, hedges and park

benches and although he did not know

whether any of them were specifically

TikTok related, he acknowledged there

may be a link.

He was aware of another TikTok trend

happening locally involving adults

squeezing into child swings and then

getting stuck.

This week Avon Fire & Rescue Service

(AF&RS) told us that they have responded

to a number of small fires in recent weeks. 

“Whilst we cannot comment on individual

incidents, we can confirm that some of

these small fires have been the result of

fire-setting behaviour and determined by

ourselves and police colleagues to have

been deliberate. We remind the public that

fire-setting of this nature is illegal and can

pose a significant threat.”

One incident last Thursday afternoon saw

crews from Bedminster fire station called

to a large grass and hedge fire at the open

space at the rear of Hengrove Leisure

Centre. They used high pressure hose reels

and beaters to extinguish the flames.

Regarding the other TikTok trend, AF&RS

say there was an incident last Monday

evening (14th June) when firefighters were

called to Speedwell Road to reports of a

person trapped in a swing. Firefighters

used small tools to free the occupant.

“The person involved did not sustain any

injuries, and the local council were advised

of the damage to park equipment,” the

spokesperson said.

Is TikTok craze linked to
deliberate fires in the area?



Keynsham pub The Old Bank has outlined its plans to

survive post-COVID with a plea to B&NES Council to

be allowed to keep the outside bar it put up without

planning permission.

The retrospective application is for a large structure

behind the Grade II listed High Street pub. Applicant

Western Inns says it was installed to create a COVID-safe

environment for customers. 

The application sets out the economic case for temporary

use to 2026.

A statement in support of the application says that the

outside bar can’t be seen from the road or by neighbours

but can be seen from the public footpath linking the High

Street to Danes Lane and Tesco. 

“The seating area and outside bar provide an attractive

area to sit, eat, drink and relax. The development is

removed from the main pub building and as such the only

impact is to add a positive feature to the original character

of the building. It is designed to resemble timber

stable/storage units in keeping with the original character

of the rear of the building. 

“The development is not a permanent structure – it could

be easily removed by a future tenant. It does not harm the

listed pub. Its aim is to enhance its use and the appearance

of the garden…it is something that many listed pubs

have.”

The statement stresses that local businesses, especially

those in the hospitality sector, need help: “During the first

lockdown The Old Bank accrued losses of £49,000.

During the remainder of the year to March 21, the

turnover decreased by a further £204,000 (on the)

previous year. These are unprecedented amounts and

times. 

“To continue beyond lockdown, the pub has taken on

debts. We desperately need to be able to continue to trade

for the pub to start recouping these losses and have a long-

term viable future. Without the outside bar, the pub could

simply cease to exist, causing greater risk to the upkeep

of the listed building. 

“With losses and debt burden, we need to ensure we have

cashflow to survive. The outside bar will generate the

trade that ensures survival and the ongoing commercial

viability of the pub which protects the integrity of the

listed building. If we have a good summer, it will help us

start to repay some of the debt burden the pandemic has

put on us. It will secure the ongoing employment of 20

members of staff.”

Western Inns adds that it makes a large contribution to the

town and wider area, both economically and socially.

The planning reference is 21/02778/FUL.

• The pub, which painted its facade blue without listed

building consent, recently lost a retrospective application

to revert to the colour the frontage was prior to 2019

which was restoring the top half to a cream colour and

keeping blue on the ground floor. 
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Keynsham pub’s plea for survival

The outside bar

Outdoor pavement licences are helping pubs, restaurants

and cafés continue trading during the pandemic. 

Currently 65 cafés, pubs, bars and restaurants in B&NES

have been approved for pavement licences since

applications opened in July 2020. Brought in under

the Business & Planning Act 2020, the licences allow

premises to rapidly set up an outside table and chairs

area.

They originally ran until September 2021 but are now

extended until September 2022. A further 76 businesses

have this year been granted the regular tables and chairs

permits offered before the pandemic.

Council leader Kevin Guy said: “Businesses have faced

serious challenges since March 2020 and we need to offer

as much support as we can to ensure they recover and

flourish. Our pavement licence approvals are helping

hospitality traders to provide safe experiences for residents

and tourists.”

Outdoor pavement licence
boost for businesses



GP practices across our area say that

demand for care has increased

significantly.

Appointment slots at many practices are

fully booked for weeks in advance, leading

doctors to ask people in need of care to

remain patient as staff work to see them as

quickly and as safely as possible. 

Last month, professionals in the Bath and

North East Somerset, Swindon and Wiltshire

(BSW) region carried out a total of 388,391

primary care appointments, which is a 73 per

cent increase on the 223,951 appointments

that took place during May 2020. 

At a time when surgeries are juggling the

continuation of everyday care as well as the

rollout of the coronavirus vaccine, practices

offer a mix of in-person and remote

consultations, as has been the case

throughout the duration of the pandemic. 

Face-to-face appointments remain the

dominant consultation format in BSW and

have accounted for at least half of all patient

interactions in every month since July of last

year. Dr Andrew Girdher, Clinical Chair of

the Bath and North East Somerset, Swindon

& Wiltshire Clinical Commissioning Group,

said: “The whole health and care system,

including GP practices, hospitals and the

ambulance service, is extremely busy at the

moment, and the significant increase in

demand we are seeing means clinical

availability is less than usual.

“We recognise this can be frustrating for

patients, especially for those who may be

asked to wait longer than they would like for

an appointment. 

“My fellow GPs and I, as well as our other

practice-based health and care colleagues,

continue to do everything we can to prioritise

those in genuine need of care and treatment,

and ask that our communities support us

through their continued patience and

understanding. 

“In no way should people put off contacting

their practice when they have a genuine

health concern, however some people may

have to wait, but we will do all it takes to

ensure as many appointments as possible are

there for those who need them.” 

Those needing support for minor illness and

injury are encouraged to make use of the vast

number of community pharmacies, with in-

house pharmacists able to provide

consultations and recommend effective

treatments. People can also find health and

care advice through the NHS website, as

well as through the NHS 111.

Meanwhile Dr Geeta Iyer, a Bristol GP and

primary care clinical lead at Bristol, North

Somerset & South Gloucestershire (BNSSG)

Clinical Commissioning Group, told us they

are seeing a similar situation, with demand

for care at GP practices increasing

significantly.

“GPs and practice staff are working

exceptionally hard to ensure they manage

appointments and wait times as efficiently as

possible, and with face-to-face and online

appointments available, work is ongoing to

ensure people continue to get the care and

help they need.

“Alongside providing routine and urgent

care appointments, they are also carrying out

the COVID-19 vaccination programme with

clinics across BNSSG taking place every

day. Our hospitals are also seeing a

significant increase in demand and our A&E

departments have seen a surge in people

attending with minor conditions such as

headaches, colds and hay fever, which can

be treated more quickly and easily by

speaking to a pharmacist.

“You can help by accessing the best service

for your needs, all NHS services are open

and available and if you aren’t sure which

service to use, you can contact NHS 111 at

any time for help.”

Dr Iyer added: “Please be patient during this

time, everyone will be seen. Healthcare staff

are people too so please try to be

understanding and treat them with respect.” 
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Soaring demand sees GP slots
fully booked weeks in advance

The situation facing GPs is highlighted by

Green Valleys Health who run Emersons

Green and Leap Valley medical centres in

Downend, and Abbotswood Surgery in

Yate. They say they’ve seen a steady

increase in the volume of calls month on

month.

In a message to patients, they recognise

that some are struggling to get through,

even though there is a new phone system.

“We thought it may be useful to provide

some background as to why it is difficult

to get through at times. Our new phone

system gives us the ability to monitor how

many calls are coming into the practices.”

In total there were 49,215 calls in April,

86,001 in May and up to 9th June there

had been 33,450. Mondays are always the

busiest day and on 7th June some 16,000

calls were received, compared with about

14,000 on 24th May and some 8,000 on

both 10th May and 26th April.

Green Valleys Health say: “While we

appreciate it is frustrating when you

cannot get through, please do not take this

out on our reception staff, they are

working hard to answer as many calls as

possible. As Mondays are the busiest day,

we would ask patients to consider if they

could call on another day of the week

when possible. The situation at Green

Valleys Health is not unique. The demand

on general practice is unprecedented and

we would also encourage patients to look

at self-help options or getting pharmacy

advice before calling.”

Demand on general
practice is ‘unprecedented’



Six months into the COVID-19

vaccination programme, the local NHS in

Bristol, North Somerset and South

Gloucestershire (BNSSG) has reached the

milestone of providing more than one

million vaccinations to people in the area.

As of last Thursday (17th June), 1,019,712

vaccinations had been given across BNSSG,

meaning 76% have received at least one

dose.

The landmark has been reached as

vaccinations open up to the entire adult

population with people over the age of 18

now invited to book vaccinations as soon as

possible through the national booking

system.

Tim Whittlestone, Clinical Lead for the

area’s COVID-19 vaccination programme,

said: “Reaching a million vaccinations is a

huge achievement for everyone involved in

our vaccination programme, and a moment

to reflect upon what has been accomplished.

“However, we know that many people still

need to receive their COVID-19 vaccine in

order to get the best protection against the

virus.

“Rising cases of the Delta variant across the

area means it is of even greater importance

for people to book their first jabs and - for

those eligible - to return for their second jab

for the most effective protection.”

People who cannot go online to book can call

the service on 119 instead to book their jab.

Those aged 39 and under and pregnant

women will be offered the Pfizer or Moderna

vaccine in line with updated national

guidance. If you had your first vaccine

through a GP-led service, they will be

in contact to arrange your second

appointment.
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All over-18s urged to get jabbed as
cases of Delta variant rise locally

Downend School was closed to most pupils last week after

a reported 30+ cases of COVID-19 were identified.

Over 400 students were asked to self-isolate and continue

to learn remotely. There were also confirmed cases among

staff so some were self-isolating as contacts.

In an update to parents at the weekend headteacher Lisa

Howell said: “Switching to remote learning was the very

last thing we wanted to do but the number of cases and

speed of transmission meant that this was the best thing for

the safety of our community. It has been good to hear that

those staff and students who have been unwell with COVID

have, for the large part, only suffered fairly minor symptoms

and are on the mend.

“I have been working with Public Health every day and

continue to be guided by their advice. They have

complimented our fast action and decision-making which

has contained the spread of the virus and provided a

‘firebreak’.”

A return to face-to-face learning began on Monday of this

week for all students except for those required to self-isolate,

with additional safety measures in place. The school has

undergone a major deep clean.

Outbreak of coronavirus at Downend School



A study has highlighted that there are 269

schools in the Bristol postcode area where

the air quality exceeds pollution limits for

poisonous chemical particles.

EarthSense, the air quality specialist,

partnered with the charity Global Action Plan

to investigate pupils’ exposure to air pollution

at school and released the findings on Clean

Air Day last Thursday.

Global Action Plan used EarthSense’s air

quality model to explore how schoolchildren

around the UK are exposed to ambient air

pollutants nitrogen dioxide (NO2) and

particulate matter (PM2.5). EarthSense’s data

found that over a quarter of schools in the UK

are in areas exceeding World Health

Organisation (WHO) limits, based on 2019

figures. The secondary schools, primary

schools, pre-schools and nurseries with a

Bristol postcode that have air quality levels in

breach of WHO guidelines for NO2 and

PM2.5 particles include 16 in BS15 (Hanham,

Kingswood); 35 in BS16 (Downend,

Fishponds, Emersons Green, Staple Hill); 14

in BS30 (Longwell Green, Cadbury Heath,

Warmley); nine in BS31 (Keynsham,

Saltford); 11 in BS14 (Hengrove, Stockwood,

Whitchurch); 20 in BS4 (Brislington,

Knowle) and 17 in BS5 (St George, Easton,

Lawrence Hill, Barton Hill). The study also

found 57 schools with a BA postcode in areas

which breach WHO air pollution limits.

In response to the findings, a Bristol City

Council spokesperson told The Week In:

“Everyone has a role to play in helping to

reduce air pollution in Bristol, which has

disproportionate health impacts on children,

as some of our most vulnerable citizens.

“While the council is working with

Government on proposals for a Clean Air

Zone to reduce harmful pollution from traffic,

this is only one part of wider work towards

improving the air quality in our city.

“Bristol School Streets, a pilot project

launched by the council in February of last

year, encourages healthier journeys to and

from school, opening up roads to pedestrians

and cyclists by closing them to motor traffic

at the start and end of the school day,

encouraging more active commutes.

“Initiatives like last year’s city-wide No

Idling campaign have also aimed to change

drivers’ behaviour and encourage them to

switch off while stopped, or better yet to leave

the car at home and walk, cycle or scoot.

“Meanwhile, we are committed to working

with our communities to deliver more

liveable neighbourhoods, free from traffic and

congestion, by considering significant

changes to roads throughout the city, giving

pedestrians and cyclists more space and

making it safer for children to walk or cycle

to school, minimising rat-running and

maximising community enjoyment of busy

high streets.

“The COVID-19 pandemic has seen the

opportunity to change travel habits and

behaviours, improve public transport

reliability and build a more sustainable future

as well as regeneration in the heart of the city

accelerated.’’

The council pointed out that the WHO

guidelines referred to in the report are lower

than the UK government’s compliance targets

and EU limits, based on PM2.5 rather than

NO2. There are currently four School Streets

in the city but the council is aiming to roll out

more to help improve air quality within areas

immediately surrounding schools. 

Meanwhile a South Gloucestershire Council

spokesperson told us: “The council declared

a Climate Emergency in July 2019, which

remains a golden thread through all the work

we do and, as such, we are committed to

improving air quality across our area.

Encouraging more people to walk, cycle or

use public transport to travel to school and

work helps to reduce congestion as well as

improving our health and well-being.

“We have several initiatives in progress to

promote active travel to schools instead of

driving, including School Streets, supporting

schools working towards their Modeshift

STARS awards and free Bikeability training.

We’re also implementing schemes to improve

our cycle network and pedestrian safety with

new crossings and traffic calming measures.”

The Week In also asked Bath & North East

Somerset Council to comment as some of the

Bristol postcodes fall within B&NES, but had

not received a response at the time of going

to print.

A Clean Air Zone scheme has been in place

in Bath city centre since March.
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Air surrounding many local schools is
more polluted than global health limits

Chandag Infant School in Keynsham held

its annual celebration of Walk to School

Week and Clean Air Day last week.

The many benefits of walking to school

were discussed in class by pupils.

A school spoksperson said: “We are so

proud of our families who have helped to

raise the profile of this important message

by walking, cycling or scooting to school

and leaving their cars at home.

“It is important to raise awareness with the

children about how we can reduce

pollution, help with congestion and protect

the planet. Each class took part in a survey

before the week’s event and again at the

end of the week in order to compare how

many children took up the challenge of

walking to school. We are excited to reveal

this to the children in a forthcoming

assembly. 

“This is part of an initiative called

Modeshift STARS, a national award which

aims to promote healthier lifestyles by

encouraging families to cycle or walk to

school. We already have the Bronze award

and are aiming for silver! You can find out

a lot more on the Modeshift website at

https://modeshift.org.uk

“We have again been fully supported by

our local community. A big thank you to

The Talbot and the New Inn which have

allowed our parents and carers to use their

car parks as part of the Park & Stride

scheme we promote as a school. Parents

have been sending in lovely pictures of

their sunny walk, scoot or bike rides to

school and we have shared these on our

Facebook and Twitter sites.”

Pupils take Walk to School
Week in their stride

Pupils from Chandag Infant School
taking part in the challenge last week
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Since their introduction in early 2020, First West of

England’s gas buses have saved more than 8,000 tonnes

of CO2 emissions from being released into the air by

replacing older, more polluting diesel vehicles.

To put that in context, that’s the same weight as almost 700

double-decker buses.

First, which has a long-held commitment to reduce the

environmental impacts of its operations nationwide, released

the figure to coincide with World Clean Air Day last

Thursday. It has 78 buses powered by biogas which is proven

to be around 84% less harmful to the environment compared

to older, less efficient diesel vehicles. 

Led by Global Action Plan, Clean Air Day brings together

communities, businesses, schools and the health sector to

improve public understanding of air pollution.

First has also launched a campaign promoting nature walks

in the West of England, all of which are accessible by bus,

meaning people can get back to nature and leave the car at

home at the same time.

“Our gas buses have played an important role in making our

fleet less polluting compared to the older diesel buses they

replaced,” said Doug Claringbold, Managing Director of

First West of England.

“In addition, our entire fleet of buses in Bath are now

compliant at Euro VI standard, with a combination of new-

build vehicles and retrofits of new technology to slightly

older models, meaning harmful emissions are reduced by up

to 95% compared to the oldest buses.”

Across the UK, First Bus now has over 1,000 vehicles fitted

with new exhaust systems and e-Fans to comply with Euro

VI emission requirements. Investing in retrofitting is vital to

ensure the full lifecycle of each vehicle is fully utilised while

reducing emissions, helping support longer term clean air

ambitions.

First Bus nationally is focused on becoming a leader in the

transition to a low-carbon future and is committed to

operating a zero-emission bus fleet by 2035, with a focus on

electric and hydrogen vehicles.

“That work on the buses that serve Bath is part of a £30m

investment programme to ensure we are at the forefront of

cleaner, greener travel in the region,” continued Mr

Claringbold. “A cleaner, greener transport system will be

crucial in achieving the clean air targets we all want to see

and I am proud to see First leading the way through its

ongoing commitment to reducing our overall impact on the

environment.” 

Bus improvements for the region, see page 18.

Bus firm’s CO2 emissions
reductions are a breath of fresh air 

Relaxation of time restrictions on the use of

concessionary bus passes has been extended.

Passes will continue to be valid at all times until Friday

16th July in Bath & North East Somerset, Bristol, South

Gloucestershire and North Somerset.

Bus passes still
valid at all times

Doug Claringbold
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Redevelopment plans for the former Kleeneze site in

Hanham - including up to 204 homes - were revealed by

Homes England at an online public consultation event

last Thursday.

The Government agency has drawn up proposals for a

mixed-use of the brownfield site off Ansteys Road which is

just under six acres and has been vacant for the best part of

two decades. 

Tesco had permission to open a superstore on the site but in

2016 scrapped the plans and put the land up for sale. Homes

England acquired it last year and because of the history of

quarry and mine workings, has substantial groundwork to do

this summer to make it safe for development. The buildings

on the site will also be demolished.

Homes England says it will be in touch directly with

neighbouring residents with details of the works.

One of the reasons why the site has been stalled for so long

is believed to be because of the significant financial

investment needed on the stabilisation works. Homes

England is able to take on difficult sites that have not come

forward in the commercial market, removing a lot of risk for

developers. 

The agency says the illustrative scheme presented at the

consultation meeting is one way the site could come forward

and is asking for feedback before putting in a planning

application to South Gloucestershire Council later this

year.

The plan is for a varied, vibrant new neighbourhood in the

centre of Hanham, reflecting its “urban village”

characteristics, such as terraced housing, warehouses and

open squares.

The scheme includes:

• Up to 204 homes with a mix of housing to reflect local

needs, including 35% ‘affordable’ properties.

• New commercial uses to support Hanham High Street.

Around 650 square metres of flexible ground floor space is

proposed, offering potential for employment or community

uses, such as a business hub space, health, care or crèche.

• Potential for work/live units and later living

accommodation.

• A focal green public square at the heart of the development.

• Good pedestrian and cycle links, prioritising walking and

cycling.

• Different access points to the site to spread traffic.

• As sustainable a development as possible.

The plans show higher buildings (up to five storeys) towards

the centre of the site around the square, with lower buildings

at the site edges. A row of trees along Martins Road will be

protected and new trees planted on the site.

The scheme is consistent with South Gloucestershire

Council’s ‘Urban Lifestyles’ approach which, recognising

pressure on the Green Belt, promotes the redevelopment of

brownfield sites to provide a mix of housing types and

appropriate levels of car parking.

Once outline planning permission is achieved, Homes

England says it will appoint a commercial development

partner who will build the homes, subject to getting more

detailed planning permission. A building lease agreement

between the developer and Homes England will ensure the

homes are built to the necessary standards and the principles

of the masterplan are maintained.

If all goes according to plan, building work will start in

summer 2023.

Up to 204 homes planned in mixed-
use redevelopment of Kleeneze site

Trees along Martins Road will be preserved

A green square is proposed at the heart of the development

A street scene

Homes England is expecting to win planning approval

shortly to upgrade access arrangements off New Walk for

delivery vehicles, including HGVs, to enter and exit the

service yard of the neighbouring Sealtech factory, rather

than via Laburnum Road as they do now.

Homes England say it is necessary to secure “safe and

continued access” to the employment site during and after

redevelopment of the wider former Kleeneze site for

housing.

During the course of the planning application and

following concerns raised by South Gloucestershire

Council highways officers, the proposed relocation of the

pedestrian refuge island was replaced by a raised table at

the junction between New Walk and Memorial Road. A

pedestrian crossing will be maintained at the same

location. Homes England plans to do the new access work

this summer along with the demolition and stabilisation

works at the derelict Kleeneze site.

New access for neighbouring
factory set for approval
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There has been lots of interest from developers in the old

Kleeneze site, including from housing associations and

care home operators, and the flexible plans drawn up so

far incorporate feedback from them.

Homes England hopes to get a developer partner on board

quickly who can bring detailed plans forward.

In response to a question at last Thursday’s consultation

meeting about what would happen if no developer is found,

John Boutwood, from Homes England, said: “Sites that you

might describe as oven-ready, where we have actually taken

out the major risk, which here is the ground conditions, and

we have got planning permission, those sites are really hard

to find at the moment and developers are desperate to build

a pipeline of new land to bring forward. There is a housing

crisis, there is a massive need for new housing so I honestly

don’t think that scenario will arise.

“We are making pretty significant financial investment into

the enabling works, we’ve acquired it with taxpayers’ money,

and that is for the purpose of delivering new homes and we

will deliver on that. I really wouldn’t worry about the

prospect of a development partner not being found. I just

can’t see that happening.”

Kevin Hunt, from JLL commercial real estate agency which

is working with Homes England, added: “We would expect

there to be strong interest. The discussions we’ve had with

developers to date to test whether this is the right type of

scheme have indicated good levels of demand.”

‘Developers desperate to snap
up oven-ready sites like this’

The illustrative layout of the site

Homes England is welcoming feedback before an outline

planning application is submitted. The project website is

at www.ansteysroad.co.uk and a recording is due to be

posted there for people to watch if they could not join the

event last Thursday. Anyone who has questions or

comments can also email hello@ansteysroad.co.uk or call

Freephone 0800 25 45 185 or write to the Freepost address

which is Freepost Middlemarch Consultation. 

Have your say on the plans

Car parking, gardens and landscaping are all matters that

will be determined when a developer brings forward

more detailed plans once outline permission has been

secured by Homes England.

The number of car parking spaces on the site will depend

on the eventual housing mix but the illustrative

masterplan layout shows a total of 243.

Car parking space will include allocated spaces for

residents as well as a further 55 unallocated/visitor/

flexible use/car club spaces.

There would be two allocated spaces for all three-bed

houses, one or two for all two-bed houses, one for all

two-bed apartments and an average of 0.5 spaces for all

one-bed apartments. There would also be secure cycle

parking with 390 spaces, plus improvements to local

walking and cycling routes and good links to public

transport, with temporary bus passes issued to new

residents to encourage them to use - and therefore help

sustain - local services.

Parking and
travel proposals
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Concern over Australian

trade deal 
Dear Becky    

I came across this from the RSPCA that shows

the differences between the animal welfare

standards in the UK and Australia that I thought

should be shared with your readers.

Apart from the financial damage this deal will

do to our farmers, the Australian standards are

truly abysmal, and I am disappointed that our

International Trade Secretary has concluded a

deal with a country that treats its animals in this

way.

If any of your readers feel as strongly about this

as I do, then I would urge them to write to their

local MP to express their displeasure in the

same way that I have written to mine.

Jeff Dando, Bitton

The perils of pavement

parking 
Dear Becky    

I would like to highlight the thoughtless actions

of some drivers by using the pavements as

parking spaces. 

Many park illegally as the yellow lines apply

to the pavement, as well as the road. 

The pavements are becoming increasingly

unsafe for pedestrians, what with vehicles

using the pavements as parking spaces, cyclists

using them regardless, and now reckless

electric scooter users.

Surely it's about time the authorities acted and

once again restored the pavements back to their

intended use, for pedestrians.

MB, Kingswood

Overhanging branches

are a hazard 
Dear Editor    

I see that extensive work is being carried out

on the old stone wall on Bath Hill in Keynsham

(Issue 682). As a pedestrian who uses the

adjacent pavement daily, I wish someone

would tackle the overhanging branches which

are a hazard to pedestrians. I contacted B&NES

Council in 2019 and 2020 asking that these

branches be trimmed but nothing happened. In

fact, in the end I took the necessary tools and

did it myself both years, but more trimming is

necessary. Pruning was recently done on trees

further up Fox and Hounds Lane but these

weren’t a hazard to pedestrians! In the

meantime, the repair/replacement of the unsafe

bridge over the River Chew in Keynsham Park

seems to have been put on the back burner. This

was considered unsafe in the autumn of 2019

and closed at real inconvenience to many. It

also puts parents and children who wish to

access the younger children’s play area at risk

when they walk along the very narrow

pavement in Avon Mill Lane.  Several months

ago we were told that there was funding

available but still no action after nearly two

years! I only hope that there isn’t an accident

as I regularly see families with young children

struggling along the narrow pavement.

Hazel Powe

LETTERS

Avon Fire & Rescue Service firefighters

from Hicks Gate and Portishead will have

buckets, sponges and hoses at the ready

on Saturday (26th June) for simultaneous

car washes in aid of two important causes. 

From 10am until 4pm, teams from both

stations will be washing cars in support of

the Fire Fighters Charity and their

colleague Ollie Hatfield who has recently

been diagnosed with bowel cancer. 

Ollie works as both an on-call firefighter

for Portishead and is part of the Urban

Search and Rescue (USAR) team based at

Hicks Gate. All the money raised from the

car washes will be divided between Ollie

and the Fire Fighters Charity, which

provides support services and treatment to

more than 13,500 serving and retired

members of staff from UK fire and rescue

services. The locations are Hicks Gate

Fire Station, Durley Hill and the Lidl car

park at Harbour Road, Portishead.

Sponges at the ready
for charity car washes

Kingswood community organisation

Kingsmeadow@MadeForever has been

awarded a £433,000 grant to support its

work.

The funding provided by the National

Lottery, spread over five years, will be used

to support Kingsmeadow’s direct frontline

services and will help make a positive impact

for all members of the community.

Local MP Chris Skidmore met the charity’s

chief officer Catherine Sama last Friday who

showed him around the hub in Fisher Road

and introduced him to their team.

He learned about the activities and work the

charity does in the community, and how it

helps meet the needs of local individuals and

families, many of whom face multiple

challenges such as mental health needs or

substance misuse.

The hub offers a wide range of services

including counselling spaces, employment

advice, a community garden, outdoor sports

court, café, recycling workshop, a second-

hand shop, and an indoor sports hall.

During the coronavirus crisis, the team had

to pause several community events and

programmes and quickly adapt to an increase

in referrals for individuals and families

needing their services within the community.

Mr Skidmore said: “I was delighted to visit

Kingsmeadow’s great local community hub

and meet the dedicated team of staff and

volunteers making a difference in the lives

of many families and young people in the

area. Like many community groups they

faced serious challenges during the

pandemic and an increased demand for their

services. This grant is fantastic news and will

enable them to continue providing much-

needed targeted support and wellbeing

facilities for our community.”

The picture shows Mr Skidmore with

Kingsmeadow’s chief officer Catherine

Sama and the organisation’s chair Lucie

Martin-Jones.

£433k grant for community
hub in Kingswood
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SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 27th June

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green

(10.30am-4pm) 

Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm) 

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)

Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park 

(9.30am-4.30pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG

(9am-7pm) 

Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH

(10am-4pm)

Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)

Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds

(10am-4pm)

Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway

(11am-5pm)

Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard

A worldwide celebration centred on

Bitton will be taking place on Saturday

26th June. 

Bells will ring throughout four continents,

played at noon local time in each location, to

celebrate the 200th anniversary of the

Ellacombe Chimes, which were invented at

St Mary’s Church in the village.

The ‘Chime around the World’ celebration,

which crosses 11 time zones, will start in

New Zealand and finish in Vancouver in

Canada 17 hours later. At least 100 churches

and towers will be taking part. 

As well as St Mary’s, other local churches

taking part include St John’s in Keynsham,

Bath Abbey, St John’s Catholic Church in

Bath, and the Holy Nativity Church at

Knowle in Bristol.

Bitton Parish History Group is organising the

event jointly with St Mary’s Church. 

The chiming system was designed by the

Rev Henry Thomas Ellacombe, from St

Mary’s Church at Bitton in 1821. The

apparatus, now used in bell towers across the

world, enables one trusted person to ring the

bells instead of six or eight bell ringers.

Ellacombe originally made the invention to

dispense with ‘wayward’ bell ringers. 

He had a natural talent for mechanical and

technical workings and had previously

worked for the great engineer Marc Brunel,

the inventor of machinery to make pulleys,

at his engineering works at Chatham

Dockyard in Kent.

During the COVID-19 pandemic

Ellacombe’s invention has enabled bells to

continue to be rung.

A 150-page paperback book, called

Ellacombe Chimes: Two Hundred Years

((ISBN 978-1-304-70761-1) has been

published to mark the bicentenary. It features

the participating churches/towers, as well as

the history of the chimes and its inventor.

The book is available, priced £13.78, plus

delivery. Any profits from the sale will go to

St Mary’s. The Meadows Primary School in

Bitton will be joining in the celebrations and

will be displaying flags of participating

countries, while local families will picnic in

the grounds of the church on Saturday.

Bitton church leads worldwide
celebration of unique invention

The Ellacombe Chimes event this

weekend will also see the launch of St

Mary’s development appeal.

Church leaders want to see the Grade I

listed building become a thriving

community hub, an inspiring place of

worship, a focus for heritage and

pilgrimage, but above all, an active centre

where everyone can gather for a variety

of activities in a building that is

welcoming, accessible and well

resourced.

The preparatory and planning phase has

already been carried out through funds

raised locally and has included the

removal of pews at the rear of the church

and archaeology on the south side of the

building.

The church is now seeking to raise

£692,900 to deliver the two main phases

of the project. 

The next phase will involve repairing and

levelling the floor, making the pews

mobile so that the space can be used

flexibly, cleaning and repairing the

stonework, and upgrading utilities

including wiring and heating and the

installation of a new sound and projection

system and WiFi connection.

The final stage will involve upgrading and

extending facilities including reopening a

south doorway, a new kitchen and toilets

and changes to allow for easy wheelchair

access.

Plans to make St Mary’s a
thriving hub for community

St Mary’s Church



Crossword ACROSS
1. Spread throughout

(8)

5. Sword handle (4)

7. Rime (9)

9. Scheme (4)

10. Urban area (4)

11. Italian staple
food (5)

14. Accounts (5)

15. Push gently (5)

16. Oak fruit (5)

17. Former South

African province (5)

18. Reproductive
organ (5)

19. Masculine (5)

22. Very short skirt (4)

24. Profound (4)

26. Moving staircase
(9)

27. Theatre box (4)

28. Continent (8)

DOWN

1. Splendour (4)

2. Earth's satellite (4)

3. Main artery (5)

4. White heron (5)

5. Vast multitude (4)

6. Stormy (8)

7. Frozen raindrop (9)

8. Highest level (3,6)

11. Biblical poem (5)

12. Faint (5)

13. Irritate (5)

14. Organic fertiliser (8)

20. Be of use (5)

21. Memorise (5)

23. ---- of Skye (4)

24. Fate (4)

25. Elapse (4)
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Due to the situation with COVID, Keynsham Foodbank

is extending the delivery only service until October with

the possibility of revision if things change.

The foodbank moved to a delivery only model last year to

avoid clients having to come out during lockdown and also

to protect the health of the volunteers.  

Despite stopping the collection model, the foodbank during

the last fiscal year supported 2,208 requests for support for

those in food crisis; just under 50% were children, almost

double the previous year. Already this fiscal year 344 have

been supported and more than half are children.

Keynsham Foodbank covers Keynsham, Saltford, the Chew

Valley and the neighbouring part of South Gloucestershire.

Project manager Alan Hale said: “The last fiscal year was our

busiest year yet since we opened our doors in 2013. Yet again

this year our main client user has been those in employment

but on low income. 

“Using our delivery model at this time has enabled us to

provide more food per voucher as the client does not have to

carry it home.”

The foodbank is supported by Keynsham & District Dial-a-

Ride. People who need support can request a voucher - which

will be electronic - from a variety of sources including GPs,

social workers, Citizens Advice, B&NES Council Welfare

Support on 01225 477277, health visitors, school welfare

officers and many more. The voucher will provide three

meals per day for three days for the number of people written

on the voucher. 

Mr Hale continued: "We would ask people not to be reluctant

to seek a voucher if they have need. I would like to thank the

community for their support in donating food through love

and caring for those who have a crisis in their life. In the

week beginning July 5th we will be moving our Thursday

delivery to a Wednesday.”

Should clients prefer to collect their food they can visit

Saltford distribution centre at St Mary's Church Hall in

Saltford on a Friday between 10.15am and 11.45am from 9th

July.

Donations of non-perishable food or hygiene products can

be made at Tesco branches in Keynsham and Saltford,

Waitrose, Co-op in Queens Road, Keynsham, Co-op in Chew

Magna, Pensford Post Office and when open at Saltford Hall.

Anyone wishing to support Keynsham Foodbank with a

financial donation can do so via a bank transfer to Natwest

Bank, sort code 60-12-11, account number 26641860.

Keynsham Foodbank continues
its service via deliveries 

Pupils at The Meadows Primary School in Bitton donned

bright colours to walk or jog around their playing field in

aid of Cancer Research.

The event was held on Thursday 10th June and involved

children from all classes.

A school spokesperson said: “We have been blown away

by our school community support for our Race for Life in

aid of Cancer Research. The children have raised a total

of £1,848 and had great fun whilst getting their daily

exercise. 

“The Meadows School Council, supported by Year 5

teacher George Marron, chose the Cancer Research Race

for Life as they knew this event could not happen as it

usually would across the country. 

“The Race for Life team were promoting school events

and provided the pack and the medals for the event. The

children dressed up in bright colours for the race and Mr

Marron and his class organised the event with the school

council. 

“We are so proud of the children and their families for

their generosity to this great cause.”

Pupils step up to raise over £1,800 for
Cancer Research
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Controversial plans for 15 affordable homes close to the

Pucklechurch border have been refused by South

Gloucestershire Council.

Both Wick & Abson Parish Council and Pucklechurch Parish

Council had objected to Skye Property Group Ltd’s latest

plans for what was described as a disused field off Abson

Road, which included self-build homes. Fifteen local

residents also objected. 

Concerns included the lack of any special circumstances to

justify development in the Green Belt,

concerns over vehicle and pedestrian

accesses and the speed of traffic on the road,

and that the development would obscure the

parish boundaries.

There were also concerns about the

implications for ecology on the site, that the

development would cause years of

construction noise and that there was no

evidence of mains drainage on the site.

The applicant’s previous plans for 15 self-

build properties, of which six plots would

have been affordable housing, were rejected by the council

in 2020 and by a planning inspector on appeal. 

The inspector acknowledged an unmet demand in the district

for self-build homes but agreed with the council that the very

special circumstances needed to justify the development did

not exist.

In its latest application, Skye Property Group proposed six

semi-detached houses, two bungalows and seven self-build

units, all affordable. The developer said there was demand

for such homes and the plans  showed they would have solar

panels, air source heat pumps and electric car charging points.

However, the council last week refused the application,

saying the site is not within a defined settlement and the

proposals would be an inappropriate form of development in

the Green Belt. The application also failed because of the

absence of appropriate planning agreements to secure

contributions towards both affordable housing in the district

and public open space.

Access was not being determined as part of the outline

application, nor was layout. However, a proposed site plan

had been submitted, indicating that a new vehicle access

would be provided to the east of the site, off Abson Road, and

a further pedestrian and cycle link to Back Lane, at the

northern end of the site.

Developer’s plans for 15 affordable
homes are refused 

Crews from four fire stations were called to a blaze at a

house at Shellards Road in Longwell Green last Friday

afternoon.

The road was closed while firefighters from Kingswood,

Hicks Gate, Temple and Bedminster tackled the flames.

They used two jets and two high pressure hose reels, and

four firefighters wore breathing apparatus for safety.

Avon Fire & Rescue Service say the cause of the fire is

thought to be accidental.

Cause of house
fire ‘accidental’
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South Gloucestershire Council has

successfully secured almost £1.2m of

Government funding to support its work

in keeping rough sleepers from living on

the streets and helping them find a place

to live.

To date, the council has bid for and received

capital funding of around £850,000 that has

been used to purchase four properties, plus

revenue funding of £335,000 to provide

continued support through to March 2024.

The council has partnered with Elim

Housing to deliver these homes, offering a

total of 12 units of settled accommodation in

shared houses (including three spaces for use

by Bristol City Council). The homes are

expected to be completed and occupied by

the end of June.

The council says: “We have also established

a ‘Housing First’ scheme, with six tenancies

available for those with the most complex

housing needs. Curo deliver Housing First

services in other areas of the country and

worked closely with the council to extend

their skills and expertise within South

Gloucestershire.

“Both schemes focus on the successful

resettlement and recovery of those who have

a long and/or repeat history of rough

sleeping and will make a significant

contribution to the provision of supported

housing for rough sleepers and single

homeless people in South Gloucestershire.”

In March 2020, the Ministry of Housing,

Communities and Local Governments

(MHCLG) announced ‘Everyone In’ – the

provision of emergency housing during

lockdown for all those sleeping rough or at

risk of. The council has continued with this

provision voluntarily and it still remains in

place. The Government has a commitment

that no one is returned to the streets

following the success of the Everyone In

programme. A separate Government target is

to end rough sleeping by March 2024.

The council has made 133 emergency

placements in total since March 2020, 13

people are currently in temporary

accommodation and around 50 per cent of

the total placements have been assisted to

access more permanent housing. This is in

addition to the work the council does to

support people who are homeless, or

threatened with homelessness, to access or

maintain accommodation. 

In the last financial year, the council has

prevented or relieved homelessness for 727

households.

Additional funding to
tackle homelessness
in South Glos

Unauthorised encampment
There was an authorised traveller encampment opposite the David Lloyd Club at Lyde

Green last week.

The three trailers and five associated vehicles departed on Thursday morning.



A group of enthusiastic Guides from the

5th Kingswood unit took to Conham

River Park with one aim – to clean the

area for everyone to enjoy. 

Armed with litter pickers and black bags, the

Guides began an hour-long litter pick of the

path that runs parallel to the River Avon in

Hanham.  

Five bags of waste were collected as part of

the Great British Spring Clean, an event that

ran nationwide between 28th May and 13th

June. 

Within the hour, the girls recorded and

collected a grand total of 375 littered items

left along the path by members of the public. 

The most commonly collected items were

cigarette butts, bottle tops, plastic bags and

wet wipes – all of which cannot be recycled. 

More than 70 cigarette buts were discovered

on a 200-metre stretch of path alone.

According to National Geographic, each butt

can take as long as 10 years to decompose –

longer than some of the Guides collecting

them have been on the planet.

Unit leader Joanne Edwards said: “We were

all very proud of their positive attitudes and

enthusiasm. It was great to do something to

help our local community.”

The unit thanks Keynsham Wombles for

lending the equipment.
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Kingswood Guides
go litter picking

South Glos residents invited to
find out more about new arena 
The new YTL Arena at Filton will be the

South West’s leading venue for music and

live entertainment. With a capacity of

17,000, it will be one of the largest in the

UK and has the ambition to be Europe’s

leading venue for sustainability. The

planning application to repurpose the

iconic Brabazon Hangars complex has

been approved by South Gloucestershire

Council. Bristol City Council and the

Secretary of State. The arena will create

500 new jobs and see a £3.1m investment

to improve the local transport

infrastructure.

YTL Arena says it wants to be a good

neighbour and to have a positive impact

on the whole region. In partnership with

YTL, South Gloucestershire Council’s

Community Engagement Forums team

will be hosting two pop-up events that all

residents are welcome to attend.

The meetings will take place on

Wednesday 30th June, the first from 2pm

to 3pm and the second from 6pm to 7pm.

At both there will be a presentation from

YTL on the plans for the arena and what

it means for your local community, and

there will be the opportunity to give any

feedback.

To get involved email

communityengagement@southglos.

gov.uk or call 01454 868113.
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The Community Page

Oldland Parish Council

Next week’s Community Page – Downend and Bromley Heath Council

Oldland Parish Council is delighted to showcase the

refurbished Longwell Green BMX Track that is in Kingsfield

Lane off Aldermoor Way. The aspiration from local BMX

enthusiasts and the Parish Council was to create a track that

would be more inclusive and suitable for wider use. The

work, costing £15000, undertaken by the local company and

BMX Track specialist Velosolutions, went smoothly and on

schedule. This included erecting new signs and replacing old

bins. The refurbishment has been welcomed by local BMX

and cycling enthusiasts of all ages and abilities. People are

very happy with the quality finish and the rejuvenation of the

jumps and feathers. The track is open all year round and

completely free to use. The new signs and bins have been

subjected to some mindless vandalism, but this has not

swayed the enthusiasm of the local BMX community and

people to enjoy the track. An official opening will be planned

once Covid restrictions have been fully lifted so that people

can freely engage. I will keep people posted both on the

Longwell Green BMX Track Facebook page and Oldland

Parish Council Website. Anyone wishing to get involved

please contact Steve Skidmore on 07896326737 or email:

steve.skidmore@oldlandparishcouncil.co.uk

Longwell Green BMX Track PARISH IN BLOOM
COMPETITION 2021

Each year the Parish Council makes awards to the gardeners

of those gardens that add colour and interest to the parish.

In 2020 no competition took place but it is hoped that this

year the Parish Council can once again recognise the great

variety of garden styles in our community. 

The categories are as follows:
WALLED GARDEN

CONTAINER GARDEN

OPEN PLAN

SMALL GARDEN

LANDSCAPED GARDEN

COMMUNITY GARDEN

ALLOTMENT GARDEN

During the w/c 5 July 2021 the Parish in Bloom judges will

tour the parish on the lookout for worthy winners. However

if you know of a garden, either of a friend or neighbour, or

pass by and delight in what you see, please let the Clerk

know to make sure that it is included on the judges’ list.

Oldland Parish Council Announces the
Formation of Climate Action Group
Oldland Parish Council declared a Climate

Emergency 15 December 2020.

The purpose is for Oldland Parish Council to set

an example to the parish and lead by its actions.

The following points were proposed and agreed: 

• To facilitate a Climate Action working group.

• To pledge to work towards making Oldland

Parish carbon neutral by 2030.

• To work with South Glos Council to assist with

the declaration to make South Gloucestershire

carbon neutral by 2030.

• To act as a voice for the community to lobby

for action on climate change, raise the profile and

share lessons with higher levels of government.

• To continue to work with its surrounding

parishes to deliver this new goal through all

relevant strategies and plans.

OLDLAND COMMUNITY SPEED WATCH

Are you concerned about speeding vehicles in your area?

Motorists who speed are unaware of the impact their actions have on local residents or

the danger they pose to other law abiding road users. Oldland Community Speed Watch

monitors road users during the daylight hours, subject to weather conditions within the

Parish of Oldland.

The patrols are made up of volunteers who have been trained by Avon & Somerset

Police and give their time freely. We are looking to strengthen the team. So, if you can

spare a couple of hours every two or three weeks, please contact the Parish Clerk,

Victoria Hicks who will pass on your details to the OCSW co-ordinator.

Contact email: victoria.hicks@oldlandparishcouncil.co.uk   Telephone: 0117 961 5021

Bristol East Fringe Cycling & Walking Group – Update
Group Development

Since the last update in January, the group has grown to

include the involvement and interest of Downend & Bromley

Heath Parish Council, Emersons Green Town Council and

Saltford Parish Council, in addition to Bitton, Oldland,

Hanham Abbots & Siston Parish Councils, Keynsham Town

Council and local residents. This wide range of involvement

enables a true ‘cross border’ approach to issues within the

Bristol East Fringe area.

Campaign Update

• Keynsham Road Shared Path

o As a direct result of community concerns about the safety

on this route, South Glos Council have agreed to fund a

study to investigate both short and long term improvements

on this well used active travel route. It is understood the

study will be launched soon.

o Given the hazardous effects of vegetation growth on the

shared path, particularly at the narrow pinch-points, work is

underway to create a volunteers group to complement the

work of SGC/BANES in keeping the vegetation under control

to maximise the useable width of the shared path.

• Railway Path

o Recognising the growing concerns about safety on this

increasingly busy shared path, discussions are underway

with Local Authorities to explore ways to promote more

considerate behaviour and improve safety at, for example,

narrow pinch-points and crossing points.

Group Objective

Our central group objective remains to enable more

people to choose walking & cycling instead of driving,

particularly for those shorter local journeys. 

Therefore, we continue to need your input and ideas to tell

us what changes would enable you to walk & cycle more

often.

You can get in touch by contacting Jon Parker on

07504841569, Steve Skidmore on 07896326737 or Victoria

Hicks on 0117 9615021 or join one of our future group

meetings – details available on the Oldland Parish Council

website.
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The West of England Combined Authority (WECA) is

due to start work on a bus improvement plan for services

in the region but will not be considering a London style

bus franchising scheme.

At this Friday’s meeting of the West of England Combined

Authority and Joint Committee in Kingswood (the first since

Dan Norris was elected Metro Mayor last month) approval

will be given to fund a Bus Services Improvement Plan and

Enhanced Partnership in order to bid for a slice of a £3bn

Government fund.

In March the Government published its report ‘Bus Back

Better – a National Bus Strategy for England’ in which it

admitted that the 1986 deregulation of bus services had not

worked as planned. Its new vision to make bus services more

frequent, reliable and easier to understand includes many of

what are referred to as ‘London style’ features of fully

integrated services and ticketing, more bus priority measures

on the roads and increased frequencies extending to evenings

and weekends.

Buses in London are operated on a franchise basis where

Transport for London (TfL) plans the routes and timetables

and collects the fares. Individual bus companies then tender

to operate the routes on behalf of TfL. To apply for the

Government funding, local transport authorities (WECA is

the regional transport authority here) have to either introduce

a franchise system or enter into an enhanced partnership

arrangement with local bus operators. WECA has taken the

view that the latter will be quicker to implement and thus see

improvements and also less costly. 

Much of the justification for this decision has come from

Greater Manchester where Metro Mayor Andy Burnham is

in the process of establishing a bus franchising scheme that

will not be ready until 2024 and will cost over £100m.

An enhanced partnership is an agreement between the local

transport authority and local bus operators to work together

to improve services. 

It cannot regulate fares or require a bus company to run

services at a loss, but it can set the requirements for all buses

to operate within the area. These can include vehicle age and

standards, common ticketing zones, discounts and

concessions and coordination of timetables. It would also

place obligations on the local transport authority in respect

of bus priority lanes, bus stop infrastructure and marketing

of services.

Although not part of the WECA, North Somerset Council is

the local transport authority for that area and as such will

become part of the enhanced partnership. 

WECA transport officials have also been liaising with the

neighbouring county councils of Wiltshire, Somerset and

Gloucestershire about plans for bus services which cross

territorial boundaries. The report which the West of England

Joint Committee will consider this week also estimates that

the region’s share of the £3bn fund could be as much as £40-

50m. 

The committee is expected to approve funding to prepare a

Bus Infrastructure Programme as part of the region’s bid for

the funding which needs to be submitted by 31st October.

Region targets £40-50m
funding for bus services

Businesses across Bath and North East Somerset, Bristol,

South Gloucestershire and North Somerset are being asked

for their views on the changing work patterns of their

employees to help gauge future transport needs.  

The West of England Combined Authority has

commissioned independent research into how employers

plan to use their workplaces as COVID-19 restrictions

ease. The information provided will help predict how city

and town centres might recover, and likely commuting

patterns. This will help the Combined Authority, as

regional transport authority, to forward plan public

transport to meet future demand. 

Metro Mayor Dan Norris said: “During the pandemic,

working from home has become the norm for many people.

Our roads became quieter as fewer people drove or used

buses and trains to get to workplaces. As lockdown has

eased, it is important that we get a clearer picture of how

workers and businesses plan to operate in the future. 

“Has there been a permanent shift to more home working?

Have commuting times changed? Will people be in the

office part-time? The information gathered will in turn will

help us plan future transport provision, including

investment in cycle lanes, safe walking routes, and better

public transport. Plus a permanent change away from a

daily commute by car is good news for the environment.” 

A cross-section of employers from across the region will

be asked to take part in the survey over the phone, but

businesses also have the opportunity to take part online at

https://wh1.snapsurveys.com/s.asp?k=162328715205

The survey asks companies how many staff travelled into

work before the pandemic and estimates of how many will

travel in during the next three, six and 12 months, the forms

of transport employees are likely to use and whether staff

are encouraged to use sustainable modes of transport such

as walking, cycling or public transport.

The survey is being carried out by independent research

agency Marketing Means. It is open until 7th July.

A summary of the results will be published on the

Combined Authority’s website, and the findings will be

used in the development of the region’s Bus Service

Improvement Plan in the autumn. 

Businesses surveyed on work patterns
to help plan future of travel  
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A Kingswood pizza takeaway has been successful in its

licensing application for longer hours.

South Gloucestershire Council’s Licensing Sub-Committee

last Thursday agreed that the terms of the premises licence

for Pizza GoGo in Westons Way could be changed.

The application was submitted by Keystone Law, acting on

behalf of Mr Abulverdi, who holds the franchise.

The sub-committee agreed to the request for an extension of

opening hours, including the supply of alcohol, on Sunday

to Thursday from 11pm to 1am the following day, and on

Fridays and Saturdays from 11pm to 2am the following day.

One local resident objected to the proposals. Particular

concerns were raised regarding the longer drinking hours

leading to disorder, increased noise and littering in a quiet

area. The resident also feared that longer drinking hours

could encourage young people to stay out late and drink and

that customers would be driving later at night to the premises

and could be tired. 

The sub-committee heard that Mr Abulverdi was seeking the

licence variation to meet local demand and align with other

franchises. Regarding the objection, the agent explained that

there would be no alcohol sales to people attending the

premises and that alcohol must be paid for in advance by card

and deliveries would only be made to a fixed postal address.

The sub-committee noted that no objections had been made

by the responsible authorities, which include the police,

environmental health, trading standards and public health

authority. Members felt that the conditions agreed with the

police would mitigate to some extent the concerns raised. 

There is no record of any complaints being submitted to the

licensing authority since the premises licence was originally

granted in 2015.

Extended hours for pizza takeaway are approved

Here are the locations in our area where you can expect to

see police mobile speed cameras this week. 

South Gloucestershire:

On the A420 at Warmley and Wick; in Pucklechurch on

Feltham Road and the B4465 Shortwood Road; also on the

B4465 near Shortwood Hill; on the A431 Bath Road at

Swineford; in Hanham on Abbots Road and Mount Hill

Road; in Kingswood on Tenniscourt Road, Court Road and

the B4046 Hanham Road; at St Annes Drive in Oldland

Common; at Court Farm Road in Longwell Green; in Mill

Lane at North Common and at Tower Road South in

Warmley.

Bath & North East Somerset: 

In Keynsham on the B3116 Wellsway at Keynsham

(and the stretch to Burnett), at Chandag Road,

Charlton Park, Charlton Road, Courtney Road and

Queens Road; in Saltford on the A4 and Norman Road; on

the A37 at Pensford; on the A39 at Marksbury and

Farmborough.

Bristol:

In Brislington on the A4174 Callington Road, Talbot Road

and Wick Road; in Hengrove on the A4174 Hengrove

Way, Walsh Avenue, Petherton Road and Cadogan Road;

in Whitchurch on Hazelbury Road, Fortfield Road and

Whitchurch Lane; on Stockwood Lane.in Stockwood; in

St George on the Kingsway and Beaufort Road; in

Fishponds on Oldbury Court Road, the A432 Fishponds

Road, Snowdon Road and Ridgeway Road.

Mobile speed camera locations this week



Health and care leaders and

representatives from voluntary

sector organisations in

Bristol, North Somerset and

South Gloucestershire (BNSSG)

have launched a new drive

to help prevent suicides in the

area.

Local leaders and representatives

attended a virtual summit last

Wednesday to discuss the latest

national and local work in suicide

prevention and launch the suicide

prevention initiative – calling for

10,000 people in the BNSSG area to

complete the Zero Suicide Alliance’s

free online training so they can play

their part in saving lives.

The free 20-minute suicide

prevention training was designed by

the charity Zero Suicide Alliance

and can be completed anytime from

a laptop, tablet or mobile phone. It

requires no special expertise or

knowledge and is designed to

support anyone who is helping or

supporting a person who may be

suicidal.

Asher Craig, Deputy Mayor, Bristol

City Council, who spoke at the

summit and has completed the

training, said: “It’s so important that

we break the stigma of talking about

suicide so that we can help and

support others. That’s why we want

to encourage 10,000 people from

across Bristol, North Somerset and

South Gloucestershire to complete

this free, suicide prevention training

course within the next 12 months, as

part of our ambition to become a

Zero Suicide region.

“Suicide is a tragedy and is

preventable. Even if you don’t think

this is something you need right

now, I would encourage everyone to

take 20 minutes out of their day to

complete this training and become

more aware of this issue, which

could help save a loved-one’s life

one day.”

The training, run by the Zero Suicide

Alliance, is designed to show how to

have a direct and honest

conversation about suicide with

friends and family. It combines facts

with real life stories to show the

impact it has on people’s lives.

The aim is to break the stigma of

talking about the subject, suicidal

thoughts and bereavement, and help

the South West become a Zero

Suicide region. It is accessible to all

and can be completed online at any

time.

The online summit was led by

Independent Mental Health Network

(IMHN), to discuss some of the

innovative suicide prevention

initiatives happening locally,

including a self-help community

group, a talking group for men and a

bereavement support service.

To sign up for the free online suicide

prevention training, visit www.zero

suicidealliance.com/training

Due to the continued

uncertainty regarding

organising large-scale events,

the organisers of the Bristol

International Balloon Fiesta

say it will not be possible to

stage the event at Ashton

Court Estate this year.

Instead they are planning

‘Fiesta Fortnight’ with

flypasts and ballooning

spectaculars for the city this

August. 

In a statement last week they

said: “We understand this will

be a disappointment to our

visitors, as well as the various

businesses and organisations

across the city and region that

benefit from the significant

economic impact of the event

taking place.  It really is not a

decision that we have taken

lightly.  

“We have considered a

number of alternatives to

deliver the fiesta using the

various measures currently

being trialled by public

events, however, these

significantly change the ethos

and accessibility which is at

the heart of the fiesta.

Without any certainty that we

will be able to stage the event

with no limits on capacity in

August, it means a huge

financial gamble of a seven-

figure sum.

“However, we are determined

to continue to put a show on

for the city and we will

deliver a number of launches

across the city and region

during the first two weeks of

August. These events will be

designed for members of the

public to enjoy at a distance,

from the safety of their own

homes and communities.”

Further details are due to be

announced over the coming

weeks but people can

nominate locations they

would like to see balloons

launch from by visiting

https://forms.office.com/r/nU

p8QzfPVP
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New drive to help prevent suicides Organisers plan

alternative

balloon fiesta

Situations Vacant



The deadline for NHS patients to opt out of a new

database which could give research institutions and

private companies access to their medical records has

been extended.

Under the earlier deadline, NHS Digital had told patients

they would have until today (Wednesday) to opt out, just a

week before the data harvesting was due to start. 

The data collection process has now been pushed back to 1st

September. The NHS website simply refers to the pressures

of the COVID-19 pandemic as the reason for the delay.

Originally, NHS Digital was to begin uploading patients’

medical records from GP surgeries on 1st July to a new

database which would then be used by university research

and medical colleges to develop better modelling and more

effective prevention methods for the health service in the

future. 

What has been concerning data protection campaigners is

that access to the information could also be sold to private

pharmaceutical companies as part of research into new

treatments. In addition, data uploaded from GP surgeries

would include all patients’ medical histories, including

mental and sexual health entries.

NHS Digital has always claimed that all data would be

anonymised, and names would be converted into unique and

encrypted codes so that individuals could not be identified.

But NHS Digital would also continue to hold the encryption

keys, something which is also concerning privacy

campaigners. This is a key difference to hi-tech organisations

such as Apple and WhatsApp which handle personal data but

do not hold the keys to unscramble it.

Foxglove is a national campaign group made up of lawyers,

technology experts and communications specialists which

stands up to tech giants and governments where it believes

technology is being used against the will of the people.  In

what it calls the “NHS data grab”, the group feared the

scheme was being rushed through before too many patients

became aware or had the opportunity to opt out. Before the

delay was announced on 8th June, they said: “Your health

records being taken are highly sensitive. They include

information on things like depression, autism, sexually

transmitted infections, erectile dysfunction, and addiction –

all to be made available for planning and research, including

commercial research. 

“The data is ‘pseudonymous’ but this is quite different from

anonymous. It means people’s identities will be disguised

but could later be reidentified. The government has said little

about what safeguards will protect this info – or on what

terms corporations will access it.

“We support the use of patient data for planning and research

in ways that keep faith with patients and support the NHS –

but the government’s rushed and opaque process has violated

patient trust.”

If you do not want your information to be shared, you can

register a Type 1 Opt-out preference with your GP. This

means that you are giving your local practice permission to

share your medical records only in relation to your own

medical care. You can download the form from the NHS

website -  

www.civicmc.nhs.uk/files/2021/05/Opt-out-Form.pdf

Alternatively, contact your local surgery.
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Avon Fire & Rescue Service were called out last Friday

evening to reports of a camper van fire at Burnett Hill,

near Keynsham.

Crews from Hicks Gate and Bath attended and used two

high pressure hose reels and foam to extinguish the fire.

One firefighter wore breathing apparatus for safety.

The cause of the fire is thought to be accidental.

Camper van fire

Members of the Whitfield

Tabernacle Trust saw another

significant step towards the

stabilisation and development of the

Grade I listed 17th century meeting

house in Park Road in Kingswood

last week when scaffolding was

erected to allow further repairs of the

walls and the construction of a new

roof.

Chair of the trust Chair Anthony

Hick said: “We’ve had a few weeks

to see the major clearance work and

levelling of the floor that the

contractors have achieved but just as

we were starting to appreciate what

a great space the Tabernacle has to

offer, it’s been filled up with

scaffolding.

“Getting a roof on the building has

always been one of our key first

objectives, as that would allow us to

at least run a few events and install

some information panels, even if full

development was not possible.

“However, thanks to support from

South Gloucestershire Council and

the West of England Combined

Authority, it’s looking likely that

we’ll be able to go ahead and fully

develop the Tabernacle for a range of

community uses sooner.”

The pictures show the inside of the

Tabernacle before and after the

clearance work, and after the

scaffolding arrived last week.

Another step forward for historic Whitfield Tabernacle

Controversial grab of patient data is delayed
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Service Directory

Garden Services

Garden ServicesAerials Appliances

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Blinds

Blinds

Crossword SolutionSudoku Solutions

4 2 8 1 5 3 9 6 7
9 3 7 6 8 2 5 4 1
1 6 5 7 9 4 8 3 2
7 8 9 4 2 6 1 5 3
5 4 6 3 1 8 7 2 9
3 1 2 5 7 9 4 8 6
6 7 4 9 3 5 2 1 8
8 5 1 2 6 7 3 9 4
2 9 3 8 4 1 6 7 5

2-Hard1-Easy

Carpet Cleaning

Electrical

Boiler Service

Computers

Car Repairs

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting at

2 weeks

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting at

2 weeks

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting at

2 weeks
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Service Directory

Home

Maintenance

Plumbing Book a series

of adverts

and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4.20 per

centimetre (min 5cm)

The more weeks you

book the cheaper

each insertion

becomes

1 week - £21

2 weeks - £18.90

4 wk - £17.85

6 wk - £16.80

8 wk - £15.75

12 wk - £14.70

26 wk - £13.65

52 wk - £12.60

All prices per week

exc VAT

You don't have to book

successive weeks. 

You can choose

fortnightly, monthly 

or specific insertion

dates as long as the

total number of

insertions booked

corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting

at 2 weeks

Tree Services

Tree Services

Rubbish 
Clearance

Cheap and fast
We load and clear any 

household, garden, garage 
and shed clearance

Free estimates
Fully licensed
85% recycled

Call 0117 9373009
at anytime to book

Roofing

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Telephone

Engineers

Waste Disposal

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Handyman

Wigs

Locksmiths

Sewing Lessons

Painting

& Decorating

Oven Cleaning

Home Help
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