
A fire believed to have

been started deliberately

at The Batch Community

Centre in Cadbury Heath

could have had

catastrophic consequences

but for the prompt action

of local residents and the

fire brigade.

An outdoor bench was set

alight last Monday evening

but the fire spread, causing

damage to the alarm system

and windows. Avon Fire &

Rescue Service say that

crews from Kingswood fire

station were called to the

incident at 9.46pm and

extinguished a blaze

involving a bench and a

window. 

The incident is now in the

hands of the police to

investigate.

But local councillor Erica

Williams, who is also chair

of the Banjo Island

Community Sports

Association (BICSA) which

runs The Batch, says it was

a lucky escape. She told The

Week In: “This incident

could have been a lot worse,

the fire brigade who I

applaud for their quick

response and that of the

people who called them,

stated that the flames had

reached the guttering and

any delay in their response

would have resulted in

damage that we couldn’t

contemplate. 

“The fire, if not extinguished

at the time, would have

heated gas canisters behind

the brick wall that service

the bar. The consequences

do not bear thinking about.”

She says they are

particularly grateful to one

local resident who while

walking his dog was

captured on CCTV trying to

move the blazing bench

away from the building. “We
have footage of a brave

gentleman who lives locally

who risked injury to try and

pull the bench whilst aflame

off the patio, as he realised

how close to the building it

was. 

“His little dog that he tied up

is called Teddy; this

gentleman needs to know

how thanks are not enough

for his efforts and I would

like to personally thank him,

if anyone knows his name

and address, I would

appreciate them letting me

know. He is someone who

deserves many thanks.”

Continued on page 3
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The newly refurbished BMX Pump Track at

Aldermoor Way in Longwell Green was targeted with

graffiti over the weekend before last, some of it too

offensive to publish. 

The park had only just reopened to the public. The revamp

was funded by Oldland Parish Council, bringing back the

height of the jumps and surfacing the track to create a

smoother ride suitable for wider use. 

A parish council spokesperson told The Week In: “The

parish council is very disappointed that the newly

refurbished BMX park has been defaced. The graffiti was

swiftly removed and it is hoped that the very many

genuine users of the facility will continue to enjoy it."

Meanwhile we reported in Issues 681 and 682 on a spate

of graffiti attacks across the Hanham area, with properties

in the High Street and around Hanham Common being

targeted. ‘Tags’ scrawled on the pavilion at Hanham

Common appear to match ones that have now also

appeared at Gallagher Retail Park in Longwell Green. 

The Week in • Wednesday 16th June 2021                                                                                                                                                                                                                             3

Refurbished BMX park is
targeted by graffiti vandals

Just some of the graffiti at the BMX track

Similar graffiti on a wall at the Gallagher Retail Park

Tags on the pavilion on Hanham Common 

Continued from page 1
The arson attack is the latest in a series of anti-social

incidents, not only impacting on The Batch but on the

wider area. Cllr Williams said: “At the end of the day, a

charity (BICSA) is trying their hardest to provide not

just for the local community but the wider areas of South

Gloucestershire, yet we suffer mindless vandalism, fly-

tipping and anti-social behaviour as a regular weekly if

not daily occurrence from a mindless minority who do

not realise the consequences of their actions.

“I promised a new community building for the

community years ago and with the help of the then

(South Gloucestershire Council) leader John Calway and

the current leader Toby Savage, my promise became

reality. The frustration and exasperation cannot be put

into words to be honest. But we have a job to do and that

is to be there for the community and weather every storm

that comes our way.”

Prompt action halts
fire spreading through
community centre

South Gloucestershire Council says there have been

three serious incidents of vandalism at Beaufort Road

Play Area in Downend since December. 

The council says: “A climbing unit has been so badly

damaged it had to be completely removed and the

toddler multi-play unit has been damaged twice. 

“The vandalism has caused thousands of pounds worth

of damage and has led to us having to close the site.

Funding is available to repair and replace equipment, but

the vandalism must be prevented before this can

happen.”

Anyone who sees damage to play equipment, graffiti or

other issues in play areas in South Glos is asked to

contact the council at www.southglos.gov.uk/reportit

If you see any criminal activity such as vandalism or

theft, report it to the police.

Play area damaged three

times in six months

The dog owner who tried to move the
bench was caught on CCTV



You could now be fined for

drinking alcohol in parts

of Staple Hill on a Friday

and Saturday night after a

ban was introduced at the

weekend.

Between 9pm and 4am, a

new Public Spaces

Protection Order is in place

banning street drinking on

Friday and Saturday nights

from the junction with

Lower Station Road and

Broad Street to the junction

with Park Road.

The order will be enforced

by the police and breaking it

could result in a fixed

penalty notice. 

It has been put in place for

three months until 30th

September to help deal with

an increase in street drinking

and anti-social behaviour in

the area.

Local councillor Ian Boulton

said: “Thanks to everyone

who has taken the time and

trouble to report late-night

anti-social behaviour taking

place on Staple Hill High

Street in recent weeks. 

“As a result of your

diligence, South Glouces-

tershire Council, together

with South Gloucestershire

Neighbourhood Policing,

have now been able to set up

a Public Space Protection

Order for the High Street in

order to tackle unacceptable

behaviour.”

Cllr Boulton said all the

local licensed premises -

pubs and shops - were

visited last week to brief

them on the requirements of

the PSPO and how it affects

them. The order does not

apply to pub beer gardens. 

The relevant licensed

premises are The Old Mail

House at the junction with

Acacia Road, the Staple Hill

Oak at the junction with

Park Road, the 11Eleven

convenience store in High

Street, and the Portcullis and

501 Bar which are on

opposite sides of the

junction with Soundwell

Road.

People are asked to report all

incidents of criminal or anti-

social behaviour to Avon &

Somerset Police by calling

101 or going online at

www.avonandsomersetpolic

e.uk/report/

• How could Staple Hill be

improved? See council’s

survey results, page 14
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Crackdown on street drinking and
anti-social behaviour in Staple Hill

The next open virtual meeting of the

Staple Hill, Mangotsfield and New

Cheltenham Community Engagement

Forum (CEF) will take place at 7pm next

Tuesday (22nd June).

Organised by South Gloucestershire

Council, CEFs are a chance for residents

to raise any concerns and find out what is

happening in their community.

Local councillors, along with

representatives from other organisations

including the police and Avon Fire &

Rescue, attend CEF meetings and there

are also public health updates. To get

involved, email communityengagement@

southglos.gov.uk or call 01454 868113.

Community meeting
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The region’s Metro Mayor visited

Keynsham last week to meet up with the

leaders of Bath & North East Somerset

Council and Keynsham Town Council to

check up on the regeneration works which

have recently started in the High Street.

The scheme is funded by the West of

England Local Enterprise Partnership

through the Local Growth and Getting

Building Funds, administered by the West of

England Combined Authority (WECA). It is

also funded by the combined authority

through its Love our High Streets

programme.

Pictured from left to right are Andy Wait,

chair of Keynsham Town Council, B&NES

Council leader Kevin Guy and Metro Mayor

Dan Norris. 

The High Street regeneration scheme and

plans for traffic flow have not been without

critics since the first plans were unveiled five

years ago. For those who think what is

needed to resolve the situation is a proficient

scientist and engineer of genius level
intellect and super-human strength … well,

they got their wish too last week too when

Spider-Man turned up to entertain passers-

by. He wasn’t a bad drummer either!

High-profile visitors to Keynsham High Street

Visitors to Page Park in Staple Hill and the

local community are being invited by the

Friends who help look after the park to

help maintain the flower beds.

They say that doing a bit of weeding

and general tidying up would be

greatly appreciated. Volunteers can come

along on their own or as a group of

friends.

“We just need more volunteer input which

will help free up the grounds team to take

on the bigger jobs,” say the Friends.

They are also looking for more volunteers

to take part in regular litter picks around

the park especially throughout the summer

months.

If you can bring along your own tools that

would be helpful but equipment can be

organised. To find out more or offer help

email friendsofpageparkbs16@gmail.com

Could you lend a hand in Page Park?



Three people have been convicted of murdering 29-year-

old Andre Gayle in Bristol last summer.

A fourth person had previously admitted a charge of

murdering the father of six young children who was stabbed

nine times during the attack in an alleyway close to Easton

Community Centre, at just after 3am on Monday 31st

August. He died at Bristol Royal Infirmary two days later. 

The three people found guilty of murder last week following

a trial at Bristol Crown Court are 28-year-old Rico Corbin,

of Speedwell; 28-year-old Tyan Finlayson, also of

Speedwell, and a 17-year-old boy who cannot be named for

legal reasons.

They, along with Jerome Lewis, 25, from London, who

pleaded guilty to murder at an earlier hearing, will all be

sentenced on 5th July. A fifth man, aged 40, was found not

guilty.

Detective Inspector Roger Doxsey, of the Major Crime

Investigation Team, said: “Andre Gayle died in a senseless

knife attack, carried out in front of a large crowd who’d

gathered for a silent disco in the early hours of the late

August Bank Holiday Monday. 

“While the motive for this pre-planned attack on Andre has

never been fully understood, the CCTV evidence is clear and

unmistakeable. It has shown the investigation team and

indeed the jury this was a savage, vicious and unrestrained

attack on an unarmed man by a group of cowardly

individuals who acted together, and who were prepared to

use knives to achieve their objective. 

“They showed a total disregard to other members of the

public who were in the immediate vicinity, which included

another innocent man who was repeatedly stabbed in a case

of mistaken identity, but who thankfully survived his injuries.

“A specialist family liaison officer has been supporting

Andre’s devastated family and loved ones throughout and

we’d like to pay tribute to the courage and dignity they’ve

shown despite having to deal with this tragedy. We’d also

like to thank all the witnesses who came forward, especially

those who gave evidence during the trial.”
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Four people guilty of murdering father-of-six 
Andre Gayle 

A woman has been summonsed to appear in court

following an incident at Keynsham ambulance station

last month. 

As we reported in Issue 680, a car smashed through the

wall of the building in Park Road in the early hours of

Sunday 23rd May. Despite extensive damage to the wall,

nobody was injured.

Avon & Somerset Police now say that a 21-year-old

woman has been interviewed and reported for summons

for the offences of driving while disqualified, driving

without due care and attention, failing to stop at the

scene of a collision and driving without insurance.

Woman summonsed
after ambulance
station crash
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A congregation’s bid to build their own

church at the old Bridge House Farm on

top of Siston Common has been successful

on appeal.

The congregation of St Thomas Syro

Malabar Catholic Church, currently based at

St Joseph’s in Fishponds, have been wanting

their own church to maintain their Indian

heritage. The plans for Bridge House Farm

– the old Turner’s farm shop - were lodged

with South Gloucestershire Council in

October 2019. The scheme, with parking for

60 cars, involves demolishing the

commercial building and building a two-

storey church and community facility,

keeping the farmhouse as a presbytery. 

South Gloucestershire Council received

more than 240 comments of support for the

church’s plans and over 40 objections,

including from Siston Parish Council. As

well as traffic concerns, objectors were

worried about the detrimental effect on

wildlife and the environment from pollution,

and the noise and disturbance for people

living in the area, which is an ancient

common.

Planning officers refused the scheme last

August on the grounds that the overall scale,

size and appearance would be out of

keeping, given the sensitive nature of the

site. However, they didn’t have traffic

concerns. They advised that a simple chapel-

like building could be acceptable, but the

applicant felt that would not be suitable.

The appeal to the Secretary of State was

made by Father Paul Vettikattu, of St

Thomas Syro Malabar Catholic Church, and

the planning inspector appointed, Stuart

Willis, has this month overturned the

council’s decision.

The inspector said the main issue was the

effect of the proposed development on the

character and appearance of the area. He said

the buildings that would be replaced are of

limited architectural merit, and the grounds

are unkempt and with hardstanding in places

already.

He said that the proposed development

would have a greater footprint than the

buildings on the site and other buildings on

the Common, but the agricultural style

buildings to be demolished are attached to

the farmhouse and stretch across the majority

of the site.

Though higher and more visible than the

buildings earmarked for removal, the

proposed building would be set into the

ground which would considerably reduce its

prominence. Mr Willis added that the

building would not be seen in isolation but

in close proximity to the farmhouse and also

in the wider context of other buildings on the

Common. 

“The roof would be the most visible element

of the building. Although large, it is a plain

and simplistic design, not dissimilar to

agricultural buildings that would be expected

near a farmhouse.”

He said no compelling evidence had been

presented to convince him that there are or

would be highway safety concerns at the site,

nor that there would be significant impacts

relating to anti-social behaviour, the use of

the Common for grazing, or litter. 

The inspector imposed a condition requiring

the final agreement of a travel plan, as well

as conditions for a detailed landscaping

scheme and regarding biodiversity

enhancements and measures to ensure that

species and habitats are not negatively

impacted on.

The inspector said had not considered

optional plans mentioned in the application

for a children’s play area and

basketball/badminton courts as the proposal

was not specifically included in the

description of development and the council

had not assessed it. 

• Earlier this year Father Paul Vettikattu also

submitted an alternative, detailed application

to the council to demolish all the buildings

on the site and build eight houses. 

Those plans have yet to be determined by the

council. However, the principle of housing

has already been established after outline

planning permission for the same number of

homes was approved in 2018 following an

application by RC Turner & Partners.

Planning inspector overrules council
to allow church on Siston Common

Someone was seen on CCTV trying to

force entry to a garage at Abbotswood

Close in Keynsham at approximately

1.40am on Saturday 5th June. Other

garages are thought to have been tried at

this location. If you have any information

contact the police on 101 or Crimestoppers

anonymously on 0800 555 111.

Would-be intruder seen on CCTV

Bridge House Farm
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A temporary weight limit is being brought in to block

heavy traffic from using the A420 when major bridge

works are being carried out in Bath.

Having spoken out against Bath & North East Somerset

Council’s original plans to redirect traffic along the A420

through South Gloucestershire communities including Wick,

Bridgeyate and Warmley, local councillors have welcomed

the announcement that a 7.5-tonne weight limit will be

introduced along the A420 while essential repairs take place

on historic Cleveland Bridge.

Instead, when the bridge is closed from 28th June, traffic will

be redirected to the motorway along the A4 Bath Road and

A4174 Avon Ring Road. HGVs will still be allowed along

the A420 if they are accessing local businesses along the

route.

The weight limit is being imposed by South Gloucestershire

Council but at B&NES Council’s cost.

Elizabeth Bromiley and Ben Stokes,

who represent the Parkwall &

Warmley ward and Boyd Valley ward

respectively, said in a statement at the

weekend: “It is fantastic news that we

have been able to secure this weight

restriction along the A420, protecting

our rural communities from unwanted

and unsustainable traffic levels caused

by these bridge works in Bath. 

“We will continue to press for action

to prevent any such inconsiderate and

poorly thought-through schemes from

impacting local communities in South Gloucestershire.”

In April B&NES Council said that through traffic heading

west or south, as well as HGVs travelling west, would be

diverted from the A46 along the A420 through Wick and

Warmley, along the A4174 ring road to Hicks Gate and then

onto the A4 through Keynsham and Saltford.

Now its website shows the route pictured and the council

says: “We will provide signing to deter large vehicles from

using the A420 as a diversion route through South

Gloucestershire.”

As we have previously reported,

Bath’s MP Wera Hobhouse is pressing

for a permanent ban on heavy lorries

using the bridge and there has been

concern about the implications for

communities in South Gloucestershire. 

Motorists will not be able to use

Cleveland Bridge during the closure

but pedestrians, cyclists and

emergency services will be able to still

cross the river over the bridge.

Work on the £3.8m project to renovate

the Grade II* listed structure began at

the start of May, using temporary

signals to enable scaffolding to be

erected.

The diversions for Bath city centre routes during the

anticipated three-month closure, as well as more information

on the project, is available on the council’s Cleveland Bridge

webpage. The bridge carries an average of 17,000 vehicles a

day. Despite routine maintenance, it needs extensive major

structural repairs to safeguard its future. B&NES secured the

funding for the scheme through the Government’s Highways

Challenge Fund.

HGVs to be blocked from using
A420 during Bath bridge closure

Youth Club on Wheels, a mobile youth service run by

charity Young Bristol, has started sessions in Keynsham

on Tuesdays.

They are run in partnership with Bath City Foundation and

open to all young people aged eight to 19. They take place

from 4.30pm to 6pm at Manor Road Playing Field and the

first session was held last week  There are creative and

sports activities on offer and it is also a safe place to talk

with trained youth workers. There is no need to book, just

turn up. Supporting the delivery of the sessions in

Keynsham is Avon & Somerset Police’s Crime Prevention

Through Sport Fund, in partnership with Somerset

Activity & Sports Partnership (SASP) and the West of

England Sport Trust (Wesport).

Young Bristol now delivers weekly opportunities in seven

communities across Bristol, B&NES and North Somerset.

Mobile youth service starts
sessions in Keynsham

The A420 near Wick



The Week in • Wednesday 16th June 2021                                                                                                                                                                                                                             9

A new plan aiming to double tree cover

across the West of England by 2050 has

been unveiled.

The Forest of Avon Plan: A Tree and

Woodland Strategy for the West of England,

sets out a long-term, generational vision,

with a five-year action plan. 

The key goals include planting thousands of

street trees in areas of low tree cover,

creating nature networks and bringing more

existing woodlands into management so they

are properly cared for. 

The Plan supports regional targets to double

tree cover by 2050 – an extra 1.1 million

trees every decade which is one for each

resident in the region.

The declarations of climate and ecological

emergencies, and the reaction to the COVID-

19 pandemic, have emphasised the ever-

growing importance of the natural

environment to our health and wellbeing. 

Trees and woodlands are a crucial part of the

West of England’s

environment, supporting

wildlife, sequestering

carbon, providing natural

flood management,

producing timber and

other wood products,

cooling our urban spaces,

and improving our health

and wellbeing.

The cross-sector West of

England Nature

Partnership, including the

councils of Bath and North East Somerset,

Bristol, North Somerset and South

Gloucestershire and the West of England

Combined Authority, has endorsed the plan,

coordination of which is being led by the

Forest of Avon Trust.

The launch was welcomed by the Metro

Mayor Dan Norris, together with partners

from the West of England Nature Partnership

and the Forest of Avon Trust, at Kelston

Roundhill last Wednesday.

Mr Norris said: “As the world struggles with

a climate emergency there can be no better

time to imagine how things could be

different. There are some really exciting

ideas here. Trees matter, helping to clean and

cool the air, reduce flooding, and are

beautiful to look at.”

Find out more at

https://tinyurl.com/5bkem7n4

New plan for region’s trees and
woodlands is launched

South Gloucestershire Council says that it

left 20 grassy areas unmown for ‘No Mow

May’ in Kingswood, Willsbridge, Yate,

Thornbury and Stoke Gifford.

These included road verges (including

parts of the A4174 Avon Ring Road),

cemeteries, a formal park and the council

depot at Broad Lane in Yate. 

The council said: “Our botanical surveys

of the sites show that plant nectar from

the 20 sites supported the equivalent

of 19,850 bees a day and we had 34

different flowering species blooming in

the grass.

“We hope to expand the project next year

and are constantly seeking ways to

enhance biodiversity and address the

climate and ecological crisis.”

Council’s helping hand for wildlife
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Thoughts on the Colston

statue exhibition 
Dear Becky    

I visited the Colston statue exhibition at the

M Shed in Bristol on Friday 4th June.

On entering the room of Edward Colston's

exhibition, I commented “That's sad”, seeing

the Grade II listed monument was still

covered in graffiti. A guide (there were

several in the room) remarked “If you read

all the history (pointing at the information on

the display boards in the room) you might

understand”!

This guide knew absolutely nothing about

me but assumed I didn't know any of the

history. If ALL the history was there, good

and bad, people could come to their own

conclusion, but it was very biased against

Edward Colston. I got the feeling (rightly or

wrongly) the guides/management in the

room only wanted to hear a one-sided anti-

Edward Colston conversation.

I asked what was so special about Cromwell

House, Mortlake, for Edward Colston to

choose to live there paying rent. With all the

money he had, why didn’t he buy? The guide

replied “He owned property in Bristol so

probably rented while in London when

travelling to and from Bristol.”  As far as I

know, Mr Colston lived at Cromwell House

for over 30 years until his death and hardly

visited Bristol (if at all) during that time.

Please someone correct me if I have got this

wrong, any information would be

appreciated.   

The small plinth that was pulled down with

the statue is in storage at M Shed (a different

guide/manager confirmed this) so why

wasn't Edward Colston put back on that

plinth in a standing position?

While I was in the exhibition, I saw several

visitors being invited to look through a clear

circle in the film covering the window, the

guide pointed in a certain direction where

visitors could see the point where Edward

Colston was thrown in the river.  This is

disgraceful. It's as though whoever was in

charge of designing the exhibition was

attempting to glorify the vandalism,

allegedly, with the clear circle in the window

strategically placed.

The plinth left in the centre should be in a

museum with Edward Colston standing on

it. They were designed to be together and

should remain together but if they are left on

the centre, they would probably get

vandalised again. This wonderful art

sculpture by John Cassidy and its plinth

should be cleaned up and restored properly.

Eileen Winter

Editor’s note: When people visit the
exhibition, they are asked to complete a
survey giving them the chance to say what
should happen to the statue next. You can
also view the exhibition online and complete
the survey at https://tinyurl.com/4zy7w992

Joined-up thinking

required 
Dear Editor    

The Week In (Issue 681, 2nd June) reports

on three plans for our area: the housing

development at the Chef Trading Post, the

scheme for ‘super’ roundabouts on the ring

road and the abandonment of the 37 service

to Bath. All are depressingly linked.

New housing: the area is already completely

blighted by the volume of traffic caused by

the overdevelopment of housing and retail

stores. Along the Bath Road where we live,

it is intolerable. But never mind, we are to

get a new GP surgery!

New road junctions on the ring road: I

suggest all they will do is increase traffic. I

thought road schemes were going to be

replaced by a more efficient public transport

system in the area. All it will do is to get

traffic to the next point of gridlock faster -

perhaps that might be Filton!

Further denigration of bus routes: the

withdrawal of the service 37 is an appalling

example of this. We would see spending

£30m on a new road scheme as a priority

over the only direct bus service into Bath.

The only options are now to catch a bus into

Bristol and then another bus or catch a bus

into Keynsham, then catch another bus into

Bath or catch a train from Keynsham station

– a round trip of about two hours each way.

The answer for most people will be to get the

car out and drive to Bath - but hold on, I

thought we were committed to reducing

vehicle pollution in our cities?

Can our councillors at South Glos please put

their thinking caps on and try to join up the

thinking?

Peter, Longwell Green

Not everyone is online 
Dear Editor    

So there we have it! South Gloucestershire

Council say in their statement published by

you on 9th June 2021 that green bin users

can pay using an online account in the same

way that many use online shopping accounts.                                                               

Many people do not shop online or can

afford to be, or wish to be, online.                                                            

The council do not mention that the service

can be paid for by telephone using a debit

card, although I was once told that this

method of payment was no longer available.

My experience is that this method takes only

two or three minutes.                                                      

I would be interested to know the relative

costs of the old direct debit mandate system

compared with the new online system, taking

also into account the cost of the service users'

time.                                 

Name & address supplied

Consultation ignored 
Dear Editor    

I understand Keynsham councillors’ recent

dismay with B&NES’ lack of consultation

regarding decisions affecting Keynsham

residents, but perhaps they should look at

themselves. 

As with the works now going on in

Keynsham High Street, particularly by the

Methodist Church regarding the change of

pavement location, which will further

enforce it permanently remaining a one-way

street, or possibly remaining permanently

pedestrianised. 

Yes, the town council did inform us that they

did consultations, the problem being that

they chose to ignore the residents’ and

retailers’ response to their consultation. 

B Charles

Editor’s note. All the consultation on the
future of Keynsham town centre and the road
system has been undertaken by B&NES
Council.

Diabetes Week  
Dear Editor    

There are 4.9 million people living with

diabetes in the UK, and 13.6 million people

at risk of developing type 2 diabetes. 

It is a serious, relentless condition which,

regardless of type, can bring with it many

challenges.

Everyone experiences diabetes differently

and, this Diabetes Week (14th – 20th June

2021), we’ll be telling people’s

#DiabetesStories from all corners of the UK.

We’ll be looking back on an extraordinary

year and looking forward to what’s to come.

LETTERS
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And, above all, we’ll be celebrating the

incredible diabetes community. 

There are lots of ways people can get

involved during the week itself, from

designing posters to organising community

events. There will also be plenty of activity

on Diabetes UK’s social media channels –

including a film telling the story of the last

year for the diabetes community, by the

community. You’ll find more information

about our plans for the week, and how you

can get involved, here: diabetes.org.uk.

So, let’s come together this Diabetes Week

and tell our #DiabetesStories – to help raise

awareness of what life with diabetes is really

like, and show other people living with

diabetes that they’re not alone.

If you have any questions regarding your

diabetes, or need extra support, you can call

our helpline on 0345 123 2399 or email us at

helpline@diabetes.org.uk. 

Phaedra Perry

Regional Head Diabetes UK South West

How do ring road plans

benefit the environment?  
Dear Editor    

So, South Gloucestershire Council have all

these big plans for roundabouts on the ring

road!

How sad they can’t get their white line,

chevrons and mini-roundabout markings

taken care of first! In parts of the district they

are practically non-existent. 

With the fancy roundabout issue, by their

own admission the problem “is at peak

times” so they are willing to sacrifice any

trees, hedges, bushes, etc. on or adjacent to

the roundabouts to combat an issue “at peak

times”?  Trees, hedges and bushes which

remove particulate matter (a major health

hazard) from the atmosphere and absorb

nitrogen dioxide i.e. combat pollution. 

So, by removing them to cope with peak

times you end up with absolutely no

reduction in poor air quality at all and

possibly worse.  I’m guessing there must be

someone at South Gloucestershire Council

with the word ‘environmental’ somewhere in

their job title and it would be good to know

their exact qualifications!

Anne Gale, Kingswood

Speed cameras needed in

Temple Street  
Dear Editor    

Following the letter in The Week In of 2nd

June (Issue 681) I would like to reiterate the

comments made about traffic in Temple

Street in Keynsham.

Nearly all the traffic exceeds the 20mph

speed limit, including some buses, causing

much noise and air pollution. The signs

showing the 20mph are very small and there

is no signage on the road.  Maybe people just

do not realise the limit is there.  I understand

this is the responsibility of the council.

I see there are a number of mobile speed

camera locations in Keynsham this week. Is

it possible that this could happen in Temple

Street or maybe a fixed camera as suggested?

Ideally some form of traffic calming would

go a long way towards solving the problem.

Name & address supplied

LETTERS

SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 20th June

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green

(10.30am-4pm) 

Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm) 

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)

Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park 

(9.30am-4.30pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG

(9am-7pm) 

Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH

(10am-4pm)

Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)

Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds

(10am-4pm)

Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway

(11am-5pm)

Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard

South Gloucestershire Council

leader Toby Savage joined

Secretary of State for Business,

Energy & Industrial Strategy

Kwasi Kwarteng for a tour of

some of the district’s leading

companies.

Cllr Savage accompanied Mr

Kwarteng during his visit to the

National Composite Centre

(NCC) based at the Bristol & Bath

Science Park at Emersons Green

on 3rd June and talked about the innovative

work being done in the engineering,

aerospace and research and development

sectors within South Gloucestershire.

Mr Kwarteng said: “It was great to visit

South Gloucestershire and get a first-hand

view of the impressive work taking place in

this global centre of excellence for aerospace

and digital engineering. 

“With industry leaders such as Airbus, GKN

and Rolls-Royce in such close proximity,

and with the cutting-edge work of the

National Composite Centre, it is clear that

South Gloucestershire is incredibly well-

placed to not only help our country to build

back better, but to compete on the world

stage too.”

Cllr Savage said: “It was a pleasure to take

part in a visit from the Secretary of State,

which included some of our leading

businesses in the area. We are very proud of

the engineering and aerospace innovation

taking place here in South Gloucestershire

and it was fantastic to be able to see and hear

more about some of the pioneering work in

these industries.”

Secretary of State visits pioneering

businesses in South Gloucestershire

Bath is in line to receive a second coveted

UNESCO World Heritage inscription for

its international importance to spa culture

and architecture.

The city is part of Great Spas of Europe,

a group of 11 spa towns across seven

countries that have been nominated to

UNESCO for inscription on the World

Heritage List.

The 44th UNESCO World Heritage

Committee is meeting in Fuzhou in China

next month to make a decision on the

Great Spas of Europe’s bid to join the list.

If successful, Bath’s second inscription

would come in addition to the first

inscription gained in 1987.

Bath nominated for second UNESCO listing



Crossword ACROSS
1. Huge (8)

5. Freshwater fish (4)

9. Implemented (7)

10. Weary (5)

11. Pivoting bar (5)

13. Ocean trip (6)

15. Cotton textile (5)

17. Dutch cheese (4)

19. By way of (3)

20. Levee (4)

21. Severe (5)

23. Glossy coating (6)

24. Drench (5)

28. Bring upon
oneself (5)

29. Sustained
applause (7)

30. Stringed toy (2-2)

31. Having no idea (8)

DOWN

1. Wheedle (4)

2. Fall away (5)

3. Whine (6)

4. Assistant (4)

6. Appal (7)

7. Saved (8)

8. Put away (5)

12. Challenger (5)

13. Category (5)

14. Audacity (8)

16. Knight's title (3)

18. Lawlessness (7)

21. Core (5)

22. Reverence (6)

25. Pigs (5)

26. Thwart (4)

27. Burden (4)
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At the end of its 12-week run, radio soap Greenborne

went out with a bang – literally. But sadly we did not

learn a lot more! 

Listeners who have followed the weekly instalments

broadcast on KTCRfm’s Spoken Word show may well have

been disappointed that seemingly none of the story lines

which have been developing over the course of the last three

months were resolved in the final episode. 

But, as addicts of the BBC’s Line of Duty will already know,

when a series ends but does not actually conclude, that can

only mean one thing – another series must be in the offing.

Or is it? Greenborne was made possible entirely through

grant funding in the light of COVID. And it has become a

victim of its own success. Financing of future productions

will have to come from other sources, but series producer

Helen Quigley has told The Week In that is currently a work

in progress.

So in the meantime, we’re none the wiser as to who was

behind pub landlord Alan’s hit-and-run accident and whether

it was connected to tragic events affecting some of his other

former Metropolitan Police colleagues. 

At the Post Office, Matt clearly has COVID, but will he take

a test or will he go to the village fete and create a ‘super

spreader’ incident? Why is the mysterious artist Farhad so

camera shy and unwilling to talk about his past? What is

going to happen to Lisa and Arjun’s relationship now that his

dead wife’s sister Piya has decided to stick around in

Greenborne? And what of his son Jeet and his friend Lewis?

Are they friends, or are they more than friends?

If there is one happy ending in the final episode, it involves

village matriarch Evie Lejeune and vicar Maggie. With the

festival up and running and everyone seemingly having a

good time, the plotting and jostling for position during the

build-up is forgotten. And it seems a friendship may be

growing, especially when they both discover their shared

love of vintage motorbikes.

But back to that bang. Well, Alan was right to be suspicious

about his wife. Bev is not having an affair with Logan but

with Farhad, and it’s no longer a secret.

Bev has been sent photos of the two of

them together. Someone is trying to

blackmail her. Alan arrives at the radio

station looking for Logan and Bev just as

Farhad decides to burn the photos. But he

and Bev just happen to be in the very room

where Logan has stored the fireworks for

the end of festival celebrations. Cue

explosions and fire brigade sirens as the

theme music fades in for the last time.

We have often drawn on similarities

between Greenborne – a fictional village that could be

anywhere in post-COVID England – and the reality of our

very own readership area. But the local radio station engulfed

in flames? I certainly hope not!

Speaking to Helen Quigley from B7 Productions after the

last episode aired, it was fascinating to learn how a small

team managed to create the series within the confines of

social distancing and a small budget. 

But she also had some good news for anyone suffering from

Greenborne withdrawal symptoms. There is one more

episode still to be broadcast. It won’t answer all the questions

left hanging at the end of the series but provides a back story

for the character of Farhad. Hopefully to be broadcast by the

end of the month, it will at least explain some of the mystery

concerning his life before arriving in Greenborne and shed

some light on why he is so averse to publicity. Sadly, that

will have to do for now!

Soap watch
Fireworks at the end of Greenborne
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Campaigner Paula McGowan, whose son Oliver died

aged 18, has been awarded an OBE in the Queen’s

Birthday Honours for her tireless campaigning for people

with learning disabilities and autism.

Oliver, from Emersons Green, was mildly autistic and had

epilepsy and learning difficulties. He died at Southmead

Hospital in 2016 after being given an anti-psychotic drug,

even though he had a known intolerance to it. 

Since his death, Oliver’s mother has been raising awareness

to try to stop the premature deaths of people with a learning

disability. She has been working with NHS England to

develop training for health and care practitioners and a pilot

scheme called The Oliver McGowan Mandatory Training in

Learning Disability and Autism is being trialled with the aim

of rolling it out nationally.

Oliver’s parents are currently living in Australia. His mother

said: “This OBE is for Oliver and other learning disabled and

or autistic people whose voices are not always heard. My boy

had to lose his life for me to do this work and this is what

keeps me focused.”

Campaigner recognised in Queen’s Birthday Honours

Paula McGowan

Oliver
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The results of a survey aimed at helping the High Street

area of Staple Hill to thrive in the future have been

published, with people who took part highlighting what

improvements they’d like to see.

The survey was organised by South Gloucestershire Council

which is looking at how it can support high streets in the

district which have faced significant challenges for many

years, with the pandemic making things even tougher.

30% of comments mentioned that there are too many catering

outlets in Staple Hill, for example, takeaways, cafés and pubs

(195 comments). The general appearance of the area was also

mentioned (19%, 123 comments), with respondents using

words like “run-down” and “dilapidated”.

The quality of shopfronts was mentioned by several

respondents. It was noted that some shops looked ugly or

tatty, with a run-down appearance negatively affecting the

area.

A better variety of shops was mentioned as something which

respondents would like in future (180 comments, 28%).

There was strong support for more independent shops on the

High Street (94% feeling this was important).

Most respondents visited the High Street frequently, with

78% visiting at least once a week. Older residents visited

more frequently than younger ones (85% vs 77%). Most

walked to the High Street on occasion (83%), with 45%

accessing it by car. Younger respondents were the most likely

to walk (90%), while disabled respondents were more likely

to come by bus than non-disabled respondents (15%

compared to 3%).

Shopping was by far the most popular reason to visit the High

Street, with 97% of respondents using it for that purpose. Use

of the library was on the less frequent end of the scale, with

32% respondents visiting a few times a year and 45% never

visiting.

Trees, plants or green space was seen as the most important

feature to improve on the High Street (83% of respondents),

with paving coming second (73% of respondents and 82%

older respondents and 92% disabled respondents).

Less support was shown for improving facilities for cyclists,

with only 39% of respondents (258) feeling improvements

to cycle parking were important and 36% (240) feeling

improvements to designated cycle lanes were important.

Owner/managers of Staple Hill businesses were more likely

to want features such as a creative workshop space, nursery

facilities, access to a car share scheme, and a co-working

space than other respondents. And the most popular type of

digital opportunity for the High Street was a Click & Collect

service, with 67% of respondents selecting this option,

followed by wi-fi in public spaces (59%).

All types of events that would encourage people to visit more

often were popular, with outdoor events such as a market and

street stalls being selected by 93% of respondents, followed

by events linked with Page Park (81% of respondents).

Survey reveals how people think
Staple Hill could be improved 

Broad Street

Fountain Square



The Royal United Hospitals Bath NHS

Foundation Trust has bought Circle Bath

– an independent hospital at Peasedown

St John that provides care for both

private and NHS patients.

In a statement the trust said that the

acquisition of Circle – now renamed the

Sulis Hospital Bath – will secure capacity for

NHS patients at a critical time of recovery

for NHS waiting lists nationally, as well as

seeking to increase capacity at the facility for

the benefit of all patients, both NHS and

private.

RUH chief executive Cara Charles-Barks

said: “We have a long-standing positive

relationship with Sulis Hospital Bath which

provided significant support in caring for

elective and cancer patients early in the

COVID-19 pandemic. This is a really

positive next step for us to take together and

we’re really pleased to welcome Sulis staff

to our RUH family.

“With our local health partners, we are

absolutely committed to minimising the

amount of time our patients have to wait for

planned operations. Acquiring Sulis Hospital

Bath will allow us to increase the number of

NHS patients we treat, whilst maintaining

high quality care for both private and NHS

patients. We’ll be investing in the future of

Sulis Hospital Bath for the benefit of our

community.”

Lesley Locke, Sulis Hospital director, said:

“The launch of The Sulis Hospital Bath will

be the second chapter to what has been an

incredible first decade for our hospital. We

are still a leading private healthcare facility

offering outstanding care to patients in Bath

and the surrounding areas and this will not

change. With our new partner, we can grow

and develop our services and expand our

region’s healthcare offering for all patients.” 

The trust is also planning to increase

diagnostic capacity using the facilities at

Sulis, providing quicker and easier access to

a range of tests on the same day and

supporting earlier diagnosis.

While the recent acquisition means that the

trust now owns 100% shares in Sulis

Hospital Bath and that it is a subsidiary

organisation of the RUH, the facility will

continue to be directly managed by the same

team. Under the new ownership, any

additional income earned from private

healthcare will be reinvested in high quality

services for all patients at the two hospital

sites. Sulis Hospital Bath has been purchased

using NHS funds. The amount paid has not

been revealed, due to it being commercially

sensitive. 
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NHS Trust buys independent
hospital to help tackle waiting lists

Vaccine total in B&NES, Swindon & Wilts region tops one million 
More than one million doses of the coronavirus vaccine

have been given out to people across the Bath and North

East Somerset, Swindon & Wiltshire region, says the

Clinical Commissioning Group. 

Around 71 per cent of the local eligible population have

received at least one dose. 

Vaccines are now available to all people over the age of 25

and are being given out at more than two dozen locations

across the region.

The last few weeks have seen a reshuffle of local

vaccination venues with some GP-led sites taking a step

back from the vaccine roll-out to revert their focus to

providing much-needed everyday care, and other locations

such as community pharmacies added.

All people eligible should use the National Booking

Service, which is available over the phone by calling 119

or online at www.nhs.uk, to secure their appointments, and

not wait to be contacted by their GP practice. 
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A consultation is under way on plans to

change the way hospital stroke services

are organised and delivered in Bristol,

South Gloucestershire and North

Somerset.

The proposals – put together by a diverse

range of people, including senior clinicians,

staff and stroke survivors – are designed to

ensure fewer stroke deaths every year and

improve long-term health outcomes.

Around five people a day experience a stroke

in Bristol, South Glos and North Somerset,

and one in 50 of the total population live

with the condition’s long-term impacts.

Drawing on the latest national clinical

evidence, proposed changes include the

creation of a single ‘Hyper-acute Stroke

Unit’ at Southmead Hospital, bringing the

area’s clinical expertise and specialist

resources into one centre of excellence as

exists for heart care and major trauma.

Anyone who experiences a stroke would be

taken straight to Southmead Hospital by

ambulance for emergency stroke care, rather

than to their nearest hospital as is currently

the case.

Travel analysis shows Southmead as

reachable from Bristol, North Somerset and

South Gloucestershire locations within 45

minutes by ambulance, with seven in 10

people just 30 minutes away.

Dr Chris Burton, clinical lead for the

programme, said: “We want everyone to

have the best possible opportunity to survive

and thrive after stroke, which is why we’re

excited to test these proposals with the

public.

“At the moment, people’s outcomes and

experience vary depending on where they

live and the time of day or night they have a

stroke. Our proposals are designed to change

that and ensure consistently high quality

emergency care for everyone - 24 hours a

day, seven days a week.”

Key changes are also being proposed to

ongoing hospital care after the emergency

treatment phase, and live-in rehabilitation

support. For patients requiring further

hospital care, the preferred option is for a

single specialist stroke unit at Southmead,

although the option of an additional smaller

unit at Bristol Royal Infirmary has also been

put forward.

Proposed changes to live-in rehabilitation

services would see two specialist units

provided – one on the Weston General

Hospital site in North Somerset, and another

in either Bristol or South Gloucestershire.

Dr Jon Hayes, Clinical Chair of the local

Clinical Commissioning Group and a partner

at Hanham Health, said: “This is the

culmination of a huge amount of work, and

I’d like to thank everyone involved to date -

particularly the stroke survivors who have

contributed their time so generously in

shaping the proposals.

“We want to hear from as many people

across the area as possible, and there will be

a range of events taking place during the

consultation period.”

The consultation will run until Friday 3rd

September. Find out more at

https://bnssghealthiertogether.org.uk/stroke-

services/.

Public consultation on changes to hospital stroke services

An online event to help Bristol tackle the

effects of COVID-19 on the workforce

takes place tomorrow (Thursday). 

The Bristol Remembers event ‘Pause,

Reflect and Renew’ is open to everyone to

hear how some local organisations are

supporting staff and clients to process the

intense and sometimes traumatic

experiences of the past 18 months.

Bristol’s Director for Communities and

Public Health, Christina Gray, will be

among those speaking at the event which

is open to everybody in Bristol, with a

particular focus for employers and

community leaders.

It takes place between 10am and noon -

register your interest at

https://tinyurl.com/jbrmytt9

Tackling the effects of
COVID-19 on the workforce

Keep in touch, let us know what you think, send

us your news  www.facebook.com/theweekin
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With summer hopefully here for a while, a woodland,

river and sometimes testing walk can be enjoyed in Leigh

Woods.  

The walk is about four miles. We approached Leigh Woods,

owned and run by Forestry England, from the North Road

entrance. There are car parking spaces on the road, and even

though it was a bank holiday there was enough space for

vehicles. However, it is recommended that you travel to this

destination by bus or enhance your visit by walking across

Clifton Suspension Bridge. 

On entering the woods here, there’s an obvious wide lane

track that leads down through dense woodland. This is

sometimes rocky and stony. However, where it is steep,

earthen and stone steps make the ramble easier. The woods

are also used by mountain cyclists, runners and dog walkers

so it is worth being on your guard. 

Once out of the crowd and at the bottom of the rocky hillside,

you eventually find yourself at the old Bristol to Portishead

Railway line. Going through an old turnstile and under an

old brick bridge you are suddenly on the River Avon's walk

and cycle track. Directly in front, across the river, is the busy

Portway which even from such a distance produces the

constant sound of heavy traffic. Looking skywards to the

impressive rose-coloured cliffs opposite, you will see the

Clifton Observatory perched like a small white drum on the

cliff top. About 30 feet below it is the yellow-railed viewing

platform which gives a bird’s eye view of the dramatic Avon

Gorge. 

At this point, turn left, with the Avon a constant companion

to your right. Whilst walking along the towpath we saw

many spring and summer flowers: buttercups, clover,

birdsfoot trefoil, forget-me-nots and cow parsley thronged

the grassy verge

After a mile or so there is a bend in the river and from this

angle, looking back, you will see an impressive view of

Clifton Suspension Bridge with a Georgian terrace and the

red-brick bond warehouses in the distance. This bend in the

river caused problems when the SS Great Britain was

brought back to its native city in July 1970. That memorable

day brought a lump to the throat of many a Bristolian as they

crowded to watch the iconic ship being towed under the

Suspension Bridge (also an Isambard Kingdom Brunel

structure) to its native port. It was launched exactly 127 years

previously on 19th July 1843.  On then for another mile or

so. You will see a series of railway tunnels to your left that

have been blocked up. However, the unblocked one just

before a red and white Number 41 marker is where you turn

left back up into Leigh Woods. It is initially a quiet, woody

area with some old, felled trees, but soon turns into a steep

and stony track which joins a much wider and easier

walkway about half a mile away. Keep following this lesser

upward gradient and you will find yourself in the car park of

the entrance to Leigh Woods (approached from Abbots Leigh

Road). Carry on past the car park with its walk markers until

to your left you will see another wide walkway with a huge

copper beech tree at its entrance. Follow this avenue,

eventually bearing right at a gate with a turnstile. Follow on

and the signpost will point you to the North Road entrance.

Within a few minutes you are back. 

The longest part of the walk is along the river and is more

like walking some great water highway than a local river.

There are various walks within the woods which are easily

downloaded from the Leigh Woods website. The one we did

I considered most interesting as it combined woodland,

history, river and wildlife.

Walking it, I was made aware of Bristol's seafaring culture

and the contribution the River Avon has made over hundreds

of years to the wealth and prosperity of our ever growing

home city. 

Christine Rogers

A gorge-ous walk in Leigh Woods

The roundel before
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A stunning mural has been painted in the

pocket park created by Keynsham in

Bloom in memory of their former chair

Denise James.

Denise, known as Dee, passed away in

October 2019 after a short illness. She was

also secretary of the Royal Horticultural

Society’s South West in Bloom Region and

a national judge. 

Keynsham in Bloom took over the small

park at the top of Avon Road, near Gaston

Avenue, which is now known as Keynsham

Pocket Park. The volunteers have raised

funds for the project which as well as

honouring somebody who contributed much

to the local community provides a new green

space that residents can enjoy.

Large troughs have been installed which

have been recently planted up by green-

fingered members of Keynsham & District

Mencap. There is also a special bee and

butterfly bench in the park that carries Dee’s

name.

Keynsham In Bloom have thanked the artist

Nick Olas for his creation. There are hidden

creatures in the painting for visitors to find,

including sheep, rabbits, snails, fish, spiders,

ladybirds, doves and a kingfisher.

Colourful new mural enhances pocket park

Here are the locations in our area where

you can expect to see police mobile speed

cameras this week. 

South Gloucestershire:

On the A4175 at Oldland Common; on the

A431 Bath Road at Swineford; at Upton

Cheyney on Marshfield Lane and Brewery

Hill; in Hanham on Whittucks Road; at

Sweets Road in Kingswood; on the A4174

Avon Ring Road near Junction 1 of the

M32; in Wick on Milford Avenue; in

Longwell Green on Court Farm Road,

Shellards Road and Ellacombe Road; in

North Common at Mill Lane and at Tower

Lane in Warmley; on Gloucester Road in

Staple Hill; in Downend on Cleeve Hill

and the A4017 Bromley Heath Road/North

Street; also at several locations along the

A432 Badminton Road, including

Downend.

Bath & North East Somerset: 

In Keynsham on the B3116 Wellsway,

Albert Road, Bristol Road, Coronation

Avenue, Queens Road and Rock Road; in

Saltford on Grange Road, Manor Road

and Norman Road; on the A431 Kelston

Road; on the A37 at Pensford.

Bristol:

On the A4 Bath Road at Hicks Gate; in

Brislington on the A4 Brislington Hill, the

A4174 Callington Road, Allison Road,

Talbot Road, Hungerford Road, Wick

Road and School Road; in Hengrove on

the A37 Wells Road, A4174 Hengrove

Way, Tarnock Avenue, Cadogan Road,

Petherton Road, Hengrove Avenue,

Hengrove Lane and Great Hayles Road; in

Stockwood on Ladman Road, Stockwood

Lane and Sturminster Road; in

Whitchurch on Hazelbury Road,

Ridgeway Lane and Whitchurch Lane; in

St George on the A431 Nags Head Hill/Air

Balloon Road, the A420 Bell Hill

Road/Two Mile Hill Road, Kingsway,

Blackswarth Road, Plummers Hill and

Hillside Road; in Fishponds on the A432

Fishponds Road and Thicket Avenue; at

Argyle Road in Mayfield Park; in

Whitehall on Whitehall Avenue and the

B4465 Whitehall Road/Forest Road. 

Mobile speed camera locations this week

Bath & North East Somerset Council says

it is continuing to reduce the gender pay

gap across its workforce.

A new snapshot of pay across the council

has revealed that on 31 March 2020 the

mean average hourly rate of pay of female

employees was £15.12 while the average

hourly rate of men was £15.50. It means

that over the past two years the gender pay

gap - the difference in average earnings

between men and women – is 38 pence,

down from 96 pence in 2018.

Will Godfrey, Chief Executive of the

council, said: “I am delighted to see that

we are continuing to make real strides in

reducing the gender pay gap. Of course,

there is more work to do but I’m

particularly pleased that over the past few

months we have been successful in

recruiting outstanding female candidates

to some of our top jobs. Our senior

leadership team now comprises two men

and three women. 

“This has been helped, in part, through the

success of our Springboard Development

Programme designed specifically for

female employees considering leadership

roles. 

“This, combined with flexible working

practices including the genuine

opportunity for many colleagues to work

more from home, has helped us to reduce

the gender pay.

“Although our workforce remains

predominantly female, standing at 57.9%,

this is down from 63% two years ago,

which shows the gender balance within the

council is evening out.”

The council says it has a clear policy of

paying employees equally for the same or

equivalent work and its gender pay gap is

the result of the roles in which men and

women work within the organisation and

the salaries that these roles attract.

B&NES Council continues
to address gender pay gap



West of England Metro Mayor Dan Norris is urging the

region’s employers to help increase the number of

apprenticeships in the region. 

The West of England Combined Authority and Western

Training Provider Network (WTPN) have launched the

Share to Support fund, which aims to help smaller

businesses recover through funding new apprenticeships.  

The Metro Mayor is calling for apprentice levy-paying

employers to give their unused apprenticeship levy funds

to the Share to Support fund, administered by WTPN on

behalf of the West of England Combined Authority. The

funds can then be used to cover the cost of training

apprenticeships in small businesses, including new recruits

and existing employees. It is estimated that between £4m

and £8m of unused levy funds are returned to the Treasury

each year.

Several large employers have already pledged to the Share

to Support fund, including GKN Aerospace, Bath & North

East Somerset Council and Bristol City Council. 

The campaign is being delivered as part of the West of

England Combined Authority’s  Workforce for the Future

Programme, co-funded by the European Social Fund.
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Situations Vacant

Metro Mayor asks employers
to support apprenticeships 
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Service Directory

Home

Maintenance

Garden ServicesAerials Appliances

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Blinds

Blinds

Crossword SolutionSudoku Solutions

4 2 8 1 5 3 9 6 7
9 3 7 6 8 2 5 4 1
1 6 5 7 9 4 8 3 2
7 8 9 4 2 6 1 5 3
5 4 6 3 1 8 7 2 9
3 1 2 5 7 9 4 8 6
6 7 4 9 3 5 2 1 8
8 5 1 2 6 7 3 9 4
2 9 3 8 4 1 6 7 5

2-Hard1-Easy

Carpet Cleaning

Handyman

Electrical

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting at

2 weeks

Chimney Sweeps

Driveways

Architectural

Services



The Week in • Wednesday 16th June 2021                                                                                                                                                                                                                           23

Service Directory
Home

Maintenance

Plumbing

Plumbing

Book a series

of adverts

and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4.20 per

centimetre (min 5cm)

The more weeks you

book the cheaper

each insertion

becomes

1 week - £21

2 weeks - £18.90

4 wk - £17.85

6 wk - £16.80

8 wk - £15.75

12 wk - £14.70

26 wk - £13.65

52 wk - £12.60

All prices per week

exc VAT

You don't have to book

successive weeks. 

You can choose

fortnightly, monthly 

or specific insertion

dates as long as the

total number of

insertions booked

corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting

at 2 weeks

Book a series

of adverts

and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4.20 per

centimetre (min 5cm)

The more weeks you

book the cheaper

each insertion

becomes

1 week - £21

2 weeks - £18.90

4 wk - £17.85

6 wk - £16.80

8 wk - £15.75

12 wk - £14.70

26 wk - £13.65

52 wk - £12.60

All prices per week

exc VAT

You don't have to book

successive weeks. 

You can choose

fortnightly, monthly 

or specific insertion

dates as long as the

total number of

insertions booked

corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting

at 2 weeks

Tree Services

Rubbish 
Clearance

Cheap and fast
We load and clear any 

household, garden, garage 
and shed clearance

Free estimates
Fully licensed
85% recycled

Call 0117 9373009
at anytime to book

Roofing

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Telephone

Engineers
Waste Disposal

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Wigs

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting at

2 weeks

Locksmiths

Venue Hire
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Legislation allowing Parish Councils to meet remotely

ended in early May, so SPC started meeting face-to-face

again in June (in COVID-19 secure conditions). 

To enable better public access to proceedings due to the

current restrictions, SPC livestreamed its meeting for the

first time via Facebook, using new equipment purchased

by Saltford Hall. Councillors enjoyed being able to get

together again, both before and after the meeting

(see image)!

SPC meets face-to-face for the first

time in 15 months!

Enjoy Public Rights of Way (PROW) respectfully

Saltford Parish Council

www.saltfordparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Follow us on social media

For all the latest Saltford news and up-to-date

information, follow Saltford Parish Council on

Facebook or on Twitter at @Saltford_PC 

The Community Page

Saltford Parish Council

Next week’s Community Page – Oldland Parish Council

People parking in Saltford’s river side areas are

reminded to check signage following new

permanent parking restrictions in place on The

Shallows and Mead Lane. This includes

Saltford’s first Resident Parking Zone (pictured).

B&NES Council have confirmed these roads are

on the Parking Enforcement Team’s priority list.

Almost 50 Penalty Charge Notices were issued in

a 10 day period in late May / early June. Parking

for those without permits is available in marked

bays at and near the car park only. Clear signage

is on display, so please check before parking near

the river.

There are many enjoyable walks in and near Saltford – not

to mention a range of great hospitality venues in the village

to enjoy a well-deserved break! Many PROWs run through

or adjacent to privately owned land often used for farming,

and as such visitors to these areas are reminded to dispose of

both rubbish and dog poo bags appropriately. Please also

keep dogs on the public footpaths if near farmland, due to the

disease Neosporosis in dog poo that can cause cows to abort

their calves. Much of the farmland opposite Mead Lane and

The Shallows now has barbed-wire fencing to ensure safe

grazing for cattle, however the PROW routes here are still

fully accessible to those who enjoy walks in this area. 

Saltford ‘a priority’ for
Parking Enforcement Officers

SPC’s phone box now
a defibrillator station
Following the successful

completion of a joint SPC

project with the Bird in

Hand pub and Saltford

Marina, Saltford Parish

Council is delighted to

have relocated, conserved

and re-purposed its ex-

BT ‘K6’ phone box as a

defibrillator station. The

refurbishment works

were jointly funded, and the defibrillator itself was

purchased by the Bird in Hand pub. SPC thanks

everyone involved and is delighted that Saltford now has

this key piece of lifesaving equipment situated near both

the river and the Bristol-Bath cycle path. 

Fire brigade shares river

safety information with SPC
Drownings when swimming in open water can happen

quickly and without warning. SPC’s ‘Visitor

Information’ webpage raises awareness of advice from

Avon Fire & Rescue, including: “Don’t swim near weirs,

once caught in the undertow you have little chance of

escape”. Saltford Weir is known to be a dangerous place

to enter the river, with a history of accidents and tragic

deaths. Rope swings have been removed from river side

locations for safety reasons, including by Saltford Weir.

As in previous years, the Hicks Gate team (pictured near

Saltford Marina last August) will visit Saltford

throughout the summer to engage with river users about

water safety. 

SPC supports Wessex
Water bridge proposal
Wessex Water’s proposal to build a bridge over the River

Avon was supported by SPC at its June meeting. The

Council recognised the merits of the application (Ref.

no. 21/02322/FUL) including keeping Green Belt loss to

a minimum, wildlife enhancements, and reducing strain

on the busy A4 Bath Road especially during peak

periods. The deadline for comments to B&NES Council

is 21 June 2021.




