
Homes England is staging a public consultation event

next week to reveal its redevelopment plans for the

former Kleeneze site in Hanham.

The Government agency has drawn up proposals for the

brownfield site off Anstey’s Road which is just under six

acres and has been vacant for the best part of two decades.

Homes England says it has been working on plans to

revitalise it and create a vibrant new community which

will increase footfall to local shops.

It says it is now ready to share the draft plans and receive

local feedback. “Our plan is to deliver something special

for Hanham and we would love to hear from the local

community to find out what you think.”

With restrictions on public gatherings and social

distancing rules still in place, the consultation will be

digital. It will be held via Zoom on Thursday 17th June

from 5.30pm to 7pm and is an opportunity to meet the

team, learn about the proposals, ask questions and have a

say on the plans. Comments will help shape the proposals

before an outline planning application is submitted to

South Gloucestershire Council. 

The project website is at www.ansteysroad.co.uk where

you can click a link on the home page to join the online

Zoom session. 
Continued on page 2
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A recording will be posted on the website for people to

watch if they cannot join on the day. A leaflet is also being

sent to residents in the surrounding area to inform them

of the plans, and display boards containing details of the

plans will be available for the public to view in different

local venues.

Tesco bought the old factory site in 2003 and finally got

the go-ahead in 2012 for a store but years went by without

work starting. At the end of 2016, Tesco announced it was

scrapping its plans and put the site up for sale. In 2018

Homes England announced that it would be working with

South Gloucestershire Council to bring forward 150

homes, with part of the site retained for employment use.

Homes England finally acquired the site in early 2020.

The agency has responsibility for accelerating new

residential development to help meet the much recognised

local and national need for new homes.

It says key aspects of the scheme include:

• A variety of homes for local people, reflecting local

need.

• Flexible floorspace for community/employment needs.

• A central public open space.

• High quality design.

• Connecting with Hanham High Street, supporting the

local economy.

• Sustainability, encouraging

walking and cycling.

Anyone who has questions or

comments can also email

hello@ansteysroad.co.uk or call

Freephone 0800 25 45 185 or write

to the Freepost address which is

Freepost Middlemarch Consulta-

tion. 

BDP has been appointed by Homes

England to bring forward the

masterplan for new homes at the

Anstey’s Road site. BDP recently

worked with local community

groups to create a community hub

for the new Mulberry Park

residential development in Bath and is the appointed

architect for the refurbishment project of the Palace of

Westminster.

To the west of the derelict Kleeneze site is Sealtech’s

service yard. Homes England has applied for a new access

to the yard from New Walk, which it says will allow for a

more efficient use of the available space and a better

layout.

The site has been quarried and mined for coal in the past

and to make it suitable for redevelopment, enabling

groundworks are required. These will be carried out in the

summer and although it is not expected that the works will

cause any disturbance or nuisance, people living nearby

will be kept informed.
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Homes England to reveal ‘special’
plans for old Kleeneze site in Hanham

The derelict site



Work is now under way on enhancements to

Keynsham High Street which are scheduled to last

eight months.

The public realm improvements will be constructed in

short sections, starting on the west side of the High Street

around Victoria Methodist Church (where new paving was

being laid last week), continuing towards Bath Hill, then

on the east side travelling from Charlton Road to Bath

Hill.

B&NES Council says the works are the first step in

revitalising the town centre although the timing of the

project, as local businesses try to get back on their feet

after lockdown, has been criticised.

B&NES and its contractor say they are working with

traders to minimise disruption and ensure access during

trading hours and the temporary traffic restriction order

and construction works won’t prevent customers or traders

from accessing their premises.

The scheme includes widening junctions and footpaths,

cycling and bus stop facilities, new street furniture,

lighting and landscaping. The cycle lane has been

temporarily closed off.

The council says the High Street will only be restricted

during the existing road closure put in place last year for

social distancing and will remain open unless a restriction

is required by the construction programme. The diversion

is via Ashton Way.

See also Letters page 11
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Major works underway on Keynsham High Street



Work is well under way at the emerging

Fox and Hounds Nature Reserve in

Keynsham.

What was originally an overgrown plot of

land which was surplus to requirements and

put on the market by B&NES Council is now

being revitalised by a group of dedicated

local residents who formed the Fox and

Hounds Lane Action Group (FAHLAG) in

2018.

In recent weeks they have been repairing

walls and removing diseased and unstable

trees. Rowland Stone Masons have been

commissioned by B&NES to complete the

work and make the walls safe along Bath

Road, Fox and Hounds Lane and Avon Road.

B&NES Parks Department has been

managing the trees.

B&NES ward councillors, Hal MacFie and

Andy Wait, have both been involved from

the beginning of the project.  Andy Wait said:

“This is a real triumph for our community

group which was formed to fight against

B&NES selling the land for development.

The local community group FAHLAG, have

worked very hard to manage the site,

discovering a rare plant growing there and

attempting to turn the land into a nature

reserve for the people of Keynsham to enjoy

the local flora and fauna.  

“We have managed to acquire both public

and private funds so that the work can start.

There is still much to do before it will be safe

for the public to be allowed access”.  

Volunteer working parties regularly work on

the site.  If you want to know when these

groups are meeting, then email

FAHLAG18@gmail.com.
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Keynsham Town Council has

objected to TSB’s plans for new

signage including an A-board

outside the High Street bank.

TSB is seeking advertisement

consent for a fascia sign, two

projecting signs, a double-sided A-

board and two ATM surrounds

outside the bank at 13-15 High Street

and within Keynsham Conservation

Area.

In its response to B&NES Council,

which will make the decision on

whether to grant permission, the

town council says it has been

working with English Heritage to

produce a design guide for shopfronts

within the conservation area.

“The installation of protruding

signage is at variance with designs within this

documentation which is working towards trying to achieve

continuity of shop fascia signage. It is suggested that the

two TSB projecting signs are not approved as they would

not be appropriate in the conservation area.

“Furthermore the town council plans to work with B&NES

to declutter the High Street of unnecessary signage and

again it is suggested that the granting of permission of a

double-sided A board would not be appropriate in the

conservation area.”

Objection to bank’s plans for
new signs including an A-board

South Gloucestershire Council has reduced the traffic to

one lane in both directions on the A4174 between the

Rosary Roundabout (near the Emersons Green retail

park) and Lyde Green Roundabout (by the Premier Inn)

from this week until Friday 9th July because of works

to strengthen the Newlands Footbridge.

This is ahead of further work on the bridge as part of a

project to improve links between Emersons Green and

Lyde Green. 

The lane closures will remain in place 24 hours a day.

Work on the bridge will be carried out during the

daytime only, Monday to Friday.

The footbridge will remain open during these works to

pedestrians and cyclists.

Ring road roadworks

for bridge

strengthening work

Crews from Kingswood Fire Station were called to deal

with a motorbike on fire in Lower Conham Vale on the

evening of Friday 28th May.

The cause is thought to be deliberate.

Motorbike arson
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Shifting some heavy vehicles off the A4 in Saltford and

on to the A431 via Wessex Water’s proposed bridge over

the River Avon will help even out the traffic load.

That’s the view of Saltford Parish Council whose planning

committee last week voiced support for the planning

application for a bridge and access road to serve the utility

company’s Mead Lane plant.

As well as helping to reduce overloading issues on the A4

Bath Road during busy periods, the parish council also said

it will provide better access by avoiding Saltford’s narrow

residential roads where there are sometimes scenes like the

one pictured.

Wessex Water says it needs to improve

access to carry out major work to increase

capacity at the sewage treatment centre and

provide for the site in the long term.

Wessex’s regional scientific centre is also

based there. The existing access along Mead

Lane can be difficult as it floods when the

river level is high.

Chair of the parish council’s planning

committee Cllr Phil Harding said: “The

parish council acknowledges that this is the

most practical and sensible solution

compared to the other options considered,

minimising loss of Green Belt land and

natural habitat, as well as helping to spread

and share the transport load for this

important infrastructure facility more evenly

across roads in the local and wider area as

borne out by the Atkins’ transport statement

accompanying the planning application. 

“HGVs have experienced many difficulties

visiting the site via Saltford’s Norman Road,

High Street and Mead Lane that are narrow

and single-lane along several lengths, so the

new access bridge route should greatly alleviate those

problems for residents and visitors, as well as for HGVs

visiting the site. 

“The parish council also welcomes the proposals for a

wetland habitat that, if implemented successfully, should

provide an opportunity to provide a net gain in biodiversity

for the whole project and a habitat that has previously been

lost in this part of the Avon flood plain.”

Speaking at the meeting parish councillor Jon Godfrey

highlighted the safety benefits of the scheme: “I’ve been

walking on the pavement in certain areas of the High Street

when some of the big vehicles come past and nearly been

hit, inches away from the wing mirrors of a 40-tonne truck.

The High Street wasn’t designed to handle that kind of

traffic.”

Saltford Environment Group last week indicated that it will

be submitting a similar supportive response to B&NES

Council. The decision on the planning application rests with

B&NES and people have until 21st June to have their say. 

Among the many comments of support already sent to

B&NES is one from a Saltford resident who acknowledges

the impact on communities on the other side of the river: “I

appreciate that the residents of Bitton might object. The

difference between a bridge from the A431 directly into the

sewage works is a fraction of the disruption and damage to

the countryside that a new road previously considered across

fields would cause. The sewage works and planners should

be congratulated for suggesting a simple, elegant plan that

is environmentally friendly and addresses an increasingly

difficult problem of access for the water recycling plant.”

Proposals being considered by B&NES Council for a new bridge over the River Avon to link Wessex Water’s Saltford
sewage treatment works with the A431 are dividing opinion. The Saltford community is welcoming the prospect of relief
from heavy lorries but people living on the other side of the river in South Gloucestershire are alarmed about what it will
do to their villages and the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. We look at both sides.

Views from the riverbank – how the 

Supporters say bridge will spread the
transport load and make Saltford safer

Picture credit: Supplied by a resident to Saltford Parish Council
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People living over the B&NES border in

South Gloucestershire say that all the

adverse effects of Wessex Water’s planning

application will end up on their side of the

river.

One of many objections posted on B&NES

Council’s planning website says. “Wessex

Water claim it will provide a great advantage

as existing traffic will be removed from

Saltford Conservation Area. But they neglect

to say that it will be directed across the

bridge to our side of the river, through

Swineford and Bitton, which is also a

conservation area.”

This objector adds that the most significant

and widespread impact would be from

increased HGV traffic along roads through

Longwell Green and Oldland Common that

lead to Bitton and Swineford, both during

construction and then permanent everyday

traffic to and from the sewage works,

resulting in increased air pollution and a

higher risk of accidents from the HGV

lorries “trundling past our narrow

pavements”.

Another objector says: “This is absolutely

ridiculous! The permission sought concerns

development in an Area of Outstanding

Natural Beauty at the foot of the Cotswolds

that would multiply heavy traffic

exponentially and permanently - causing

untold ecological damage. Worse still, this

traffic would be on a 2,000-year old road

route so narrow in places that at peak times

only single-file traffic can pass. This

development is not needed, wanted or

appropriate.”

Another says: “Many local residents cycle

along this road to access the cycle path at

Avon Valley Railway and there are few

suitable passing places for lorries. The road

also passes a local primary school and there

will be increased vehicle emissions, causing

long-term respiratory issues for the local

children. 

“In addition, the traffic through the village is

often single file due to cars parked on the

High Street; the increase in traffic and lorries

in particular will not only create congestion

but idling engines will further increase

pollution. The footpaths along the A431

between Bitton and the proposed bridge are

very narrow and the increase in lorries using

this road will risk pedestrian safety…there is

a children’s nursery located at the Swineford

end with parents often pushing prams along

this road.”

Also highlighted by objectors is the

increased flood risk to Swineford, Bitton and

the Avon Valley as the new route would

cross the floodplain.

South Gloucestershire Council has been

consulted but will not be discussing the

application at a meeting. It says it has

consulted with residents in the vicinity, with

councillors and a community group, along

with council departments including

highways. Comments received will be fed

back to B&NES ahead of that authority

making its decision.

Wessex Water’s application states that

construction traffic would have less than a

1% impact on the A431 eastbound and

westbound, less than a 1% impact on the

A4174 ring road northbound and

southbound, and a 1.5% increase on the

existing access road along Norman Road in

Saltford. Following redistribution of the

existing operational traffic, the largest

predicted impact is less than a 2% increase

on the A431 at Bitton and a 20% decrease on

Norman Road.

bridge plan is seen on either side

Objectors say plans will cause hazards,
pollution and harm protected areas

The A431 through Swineford
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Plans for a new children’s play area in

Warmley have been halted after

contamination was found under the

ground.

Last year South Gloucestershire Council

allocated £50,000 for improvements to

Champion Park, which is situated between

the back of Hinton Drive and just off Tower

Road North and work began last month.

But this week a spokesperson for South

Gloucestershire Council said: “Our

contractors started work to install the new

play area at Champion Park but discovered

some contamination of the underlying soil

from leftover building materials, dating back

well over 20 years. This material is thought

to be harmless but has been covered over and

will have to be removed before any further

work can take place. 

“We’ve appointed a specialist contractor and

although this work will cause a delay to the

schedule, we look forward to installing the

new play area as soon as practically

possible.”

‘Contamination’ found in children’s play park

The chair of Hanham Abbots Parish

Council Steve Hicks has sent in images

taken by the parish warden of some new

graffiti to see if any of our readers

recognise the tag.

On Friday 28th May between 9.30pm

and 10pm a couple of youths ‘tagged’

the Pavilion on Hanham Common

again, along with the nearby butcher’s

premises and a bus shelter on Whittucks

Road.

There is an ongoing problem with graffiti

in the Hanham area and we featured last

week how neighbouring Hanham Parish

Council has agreed to help fund Hanham

Business & Community Partnership’s

efforts to get rid of the graffiti on private

properties.

More graffiti

Now the signs and fencing have been removedWork began at Champion Park last month
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As part of their recent RE Week, pupils at St Barnabas

C of E Primary School in Warmley studied how different

religions help or hinder the environment during their

recent RE Week.

They all wrote their own ‘Letters for Creation’ as part of a

Church of England initiative which will be sent off to become

part of the United Nations’ Climate Change Conference.

They also entered artwork for the Spirited Arts competition

on the theme ‘God’s Good Earth?’ The classes explored their

outdoor area and sketched their natural surroundings.

Pupils write letters to UN’s
Climate Change Conference 

B&NES Council parking enforcement officers have

been carrying out checks at The Shallows and Mead

Lane in Saltford to enforce new restrictions and between

24th May and 2nd June, they visited 15 times and issued

47 Penalty Charge Notices, as well as moving six

vehicles on.

Double yellow lines have been laid along most of The

Shallows and Mead Lane, pictured, while The Shallows

also has a residents’ parking zone (RPZ). 

The RPZ bays are clearly signposted. A three-hour

limited waiting bay has been created on The Shallows

near the public car park, and the car park itself has

parking spaces in marked bays only. 

The newly implemented Traffic Regulation Orders

(TROs) followed a Bath & North East Somerset Council

consultation earlier this year which saw an

overwhelmingly positive response from residents in

favour of the new measures.

Over recent years there have been numerous instances

of dangerous and inconsiderate parking along these two

narrow roads next to the River Avon.

47 Penalty Charge
Notices issued
over 10 days
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Please have your say on

ring road proposals 
Dear Becky    

My thanks go to The Week In for featuring a

story on our proposals for improvements to

junctions across the A4174 ring road in last

week’s issue, we want to reach as many

people with this information as possible so

are very grateful for the coverage.

As a resident living close to the ring road

myself, I share the frustration with many

other local people and am well aware of the

congestion that can plague our communities.

The vision the council is presenting is a

means by which we can look to alleviate that

strain, not just for those in cars. All

opportunities to improve access for more

sustainable methods of transport and active

travel will be considered.

As our communities continue to grow, those

improvements to transport infrastructure -

keeping our communities connected and

ensuring our residents are able to get from A

to B - remains a top priority for the council

and this is the opportunity for local people,

commuters and anyone who uses the ring

road to have their say on how best we can

make things better.

I would stress that this is a public

consultation and no decisions have been

made, so I would encourage everyone to take

part and give us their feedback, whether this

is on the current plans or how you think they

could be improved.

I have seen many comments on social media

about this consultation, and I would like to

take this opportunity to correct the view that

this money could be better spent on filling

potholes. This money has not come from our

pothole budget, that budget has already been

bolstered by the government. Any funding

awarded from a bid to government such as

this would have to be specifically used for

the particular scheme it relates to.

Please have your say and help us share these

plans. You can find further information and

leave your comments up until 16 August

2021 by visiting https://consultations.south

glos.gov.uk/A4174Improvements

On this web page you can also visit our

Virtual Event Space which presents all the

information in the style of an exhibition and

find out details of upcoming face-to-face

events in Emersons Green and Warmley.

Paper copies of the consultation are available

at the Kingswood One Stop Shop and you

can also request a printed or alternative

format copy of the consultation materials by

emailing us at transportservices@southglos.

gov.uk or calling us on 01454 868 000.

Cllr Steve Reade

Cabinet Member for Regeneration,

Environment & Strategic Infrastructure

Why not part-time lights

on the ring road? 
Dear Sir    

So South Gloucestershire Council has

declared a Climate Emergency and is now

consulting with us to make it easier for cars

to travel along the ring road. All this to come

after they have finished their £7m project to

increase the vehicle capacity at the Wraxall

Roundabout.

If you want to reduce traffic pollution from

standing or slow-moving cars on the ring

road, one simple place to start would be to

remove traffic lights from roundabouts and

don’t install them on roundabouts where they

are not currently present. Just how difficult

is it to have part time lights? Just how many

hours of each day is it really necessary to

have lights on every roundabout? I always

thought roundabouts were supposed to be

better than T-junctions for the very reason

they allow more traffic to flow rather than

stop.

D. James

Boy racers in North

Common 
Dear Sir    

I’m writing because my husband and I have

got to the end of our tethers about “boy

racers” racing around on 4 by 4’s and

motorbikes, plus cars. They also “pop” there

engines as they go.  This happens day and

night, but more often than not at night, where

they can’t be seen.

I’ve reported this to 101 and I’ve even

spoken to a PC about this, who was very

understanding, but because the police

resources are stretched, said not much could

be done, because there aren’t enough PC’s

on.  I’ve even spoken to our local MP.

I hope they do get caught soon because it’s

affecting out mental health.

Name and address supplied

Club welcomes

comments, good or bad 
Dear Editor    

Many thanks for your excellent articles in

Issues 669 and 670, and the follow-up report

in Issue 681 regarding the retrospective

planning applications for ourselves,

Keynsham Conservative Club and our

neighbours The Old Bank. 

The matter in question was the painting of

both front elevations, which were both done

in all good faith in attempt to brighten up the

drab north end of the High Street. The

applications in question were listed building

applications. We had done a fair bit of

investigation and found that, when the

buildings were listed in 1975, the

Conservative Club's elevation was painted

blue, and we have a photograph to verify

this, although the blue has faded slightly.

This was instrumental in us choosing a

similar blue shade reverting back to its

original appearance. The comments we had

from the public were all positive and

Keynsham Town Council also gave their

support to the plan. 

However, B&NES Planning Committee

refused both applications, claiming they

were detrimental to the street scene, although

we considered we had a good case, and are

going to appeal.  

We would be interested to hear your readers’

thoughts on the matter, either through your

letters column if possible, or email us at

kccbs311dq@gmail.com

We would like to hear comments, good or

bad.

Dave Johnson 

Secretary, Keynsham Conservative Club

An important fight for

local health care 
Dear Editor    

I read with interest the article about Frenchay

Cottage Hospital. Every time I pass the site

for the hospital. I wonder why it’s not built,

just expensive houses.

LETTERS
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Why is it we the public have to fight for a

local medical care: We battled to save

Cossham Hospital and won the day. I hope

Save Frenchay Community Hospital Group

are successful. It’s a good cause.

J White

Soundwell

High Street madness 
Dear Editor    

I have just witnessed the most ridiculous

waste of time, money and effort - men

digging up perfectly good paving stones

outside of the Methodist Church at the

junction of Charlton Road and the High

Street. 

Why, I asked myself?  Oh yes, I have just

remembered reading in The Week In that, in

order to get people back shopping in the

High Street, we must, among other things

such as moving a few flower pots and a bus

stop and of course making cyclists life easier,

make all the paving stones match.

Are you really telling me that people would

not shop in the High Street because the

paving stones did not match? And all this

work is going to take EIGHT MONTHS! By

which time I should imagine most people

will have found a much more customer

friendly High Street to shop in and will 

probably stick with it - I hope I am wrong.

The traffic chaos caused by this pointless

operation nearly made me speechless but, as

you can clearly see - it did not quite!

Julia Chandler

LETTERS

SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 13th June

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green

(10.30am-4pm) 

Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm) 

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)

Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park 

(9.30am-4.30pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG

(9am-7pm) 

Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH

(10am-4pm)

Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)

Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds

(10am-4pm)

Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway

(11am-5pm)

Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard

In a letter on Issue 677 a reader asked

why South Gloucestershire Council

doesn’t reintroduce the simple Direct

Debit mandate system for the garden

waste service which worked so well for

four years.

The council has now issued this

response: “We made the decision to no

longer offer a direct debit option for

garden waste subscriptions, as we now

operate a secure customer account

which works in the same way as many

online shopping accounts. This allows

the customer to select automatic

renewal of their garden waste

subscription, using their debit/credit

card details. 

“Customers can now manage their

payment options more easily through

their online account, replacing the need

for a direct debit.”

The Friends of William Champion's

Garden in Warmley are taking part in the

2021 Great British Spring Clean and are

looking for people to help.

They will be meeting between 11am and

3pm on Sunday (13th June) at Kingswood

Heritage Museum in Tower Lane where

the chair of the Friends Kay Ross will be

delighted to meet volunteers.

Some litter pickers will be available but if

you can bring along some gloves and

secateurs that would be a help. 

There will be a brief tea break around

1pm and use of the museum’s toilets will

be made available. The picture shows the

Grade II listed statue of Neptune erected

by the 18th century industrialist William

Champion as part of the landscaped

garden surrounding his pioneering brass

and zinc works. It is believed to be the

largest garden statue now standing in the

country. Kingswood Heritage Museum is

based inside the historic brass works. 

For more information about the Friends or

the litter pick contact Kay on 0789

0267845.

Council

responds to

reader’s letter

Help tidy up historic garden



Crossword ACROSS
1. Hand care (8)

5. Prejudice (4)

9. Persevere (7)

10. Bid (5)

11. Rocky hill (3)

12. Small stone (6)

15. European
country (5)

17. Formerly (4)

19. Most senior (6)

22. Temper,
toughen (6)

24. Pronoun denoting
something (4)

26. Number in trio (5)

27. Sailor's song (6)

30. Fuss (3)

32. Fix deeply (5)

33. Sleeping area (7)

34. Fencing sword (4)

35. Splendour (8)

DOWN

1. Be listless (4)

2. Audacity (5)

3. Ascend (5)

4. Decayed (6)

6. Make hot (7)

7. Scatter liquid (8)

8. Deteriorate (6)

13. Word of farewell (3)

14. Reluctant (4)

16. Remorseful (8)

18. Ready money (4)

20. Long-lasting (7)

21. Regular (6)

23. Religious woman (3)

25. Line on weather
map (6)

28. Supplement (3,2)

29. Hidden treasure (5)

31. Islamic ruler (4)

Oldland parish councillors have voiced

“major concerns” over the plans for £30m

of improvements to five junctions on the

A4174 Ring Road between Lyde Green and

Longwell Green.

We have highlighted the plans in our last two

issues. The five roundabouts are Lyde Green,

the Rosary (also known as Emersons Green

Roundabout), Siston Hill, Deanery Road at

Warmley and Kingsfield at Longwell Green.

Throughabouts are being proposed at Siston

Hill, Deanery Road and Kingsfield, similar to

the one currently being created at the Wraxall

Road Roundabout in Warmley which will be

the first of its type in South Gloucestershire.

South Gloucestershire Council says the

proposed enhancements will improve capacity and

connections for walking and cycling, as well as help the flow

of public transport. There is currently a public consultation

which ends on 16th August. Any work would be subject to

receiving funding from the Department for Transport.

But at their meeting last Thursday Oldland Parish Council’s

planning, highways and environment committee questioned

the need for the work, saying more roads will just generate

more traffic when we should be reducing our reliance on cars.

The committee also said the impact of the Wraxall Road

throughout would need to be assessed. Construction work

started last August and is not due to finish until this

September. 

And parish councillors also want to know what consideration

is being given to the traffic implications on the Kingsfield

roundabout and its approaches of the proposed regeneration

of the old industrial estate off Marsham Way in Longwell

Green. 

At the parish council’s next meeting on 22nd June

representatives of the project team will be attending to

answer questions directly from members. 

See also Letters, page 10

Parish councillors voice
‘major concerns’ over ring
road junction changes
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Have your say on
the ring road plans

Street lighting replacement will be taking place on the

A4 between Saltford and Keynsham this Sunday (13th

June) and again on Sundays 20th and 27th June.

There will be temporary traffic signals/stop and go in

place between 9am and 6pm for safety and people are

advised to allow additional time for journeys.

Sunday traffic lights on the A4

Further to our feature on the proposed changes to five

junctions along the A4174 Ring Road, here are details

of the two public events being planned as part of South

Gloucestershire Council’s public consultation.

The first event is on Wednesday 30th June at the

Warmley Community Centre (5pm-8pm) followed on

Saturday 10th July at Emersons Green Village Hall (1pm

to 5.30pm). Both these events were planned in

accordance with the Government’s roadmap out of

lockdown so may be subject to amendment in the event

of any subsequent announcements.

However, there are also two virtual event days planned

during which time the team behind the project will be on

hand to answer any questions during a live chat forum.

These will take place on Wednesday 23rd June and

Thursday 1st July (8.30am to 7.00pm on both dates). 

You can join the forums at: consultations.south

glos.gov.uk/A4174Improvements 

The consultation process is open until Monday 16th

August and you can either respond online at 

southglos.researchfeedback.net/A4174Improvements or

by using paper forms available from the Kingswood

One-Stop Shop or by calling 01454 868 000.
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A dedicated slip road to improve the

long-standing issues of traffic

queuing to access the Mangotsfield

Waste Transfer Station and Sort It

Centre has been approved.

SUEZ Recycling & Recovery UK’s

plans for the Carsons Road site were

given the green light by South

Gloucestershire Council last week.

The application is to construct a

single lane slip road and associated

traffic islands at the intersection

between Carsons Road Link and

Carsons Road. 

The land forms part of the existing

verge and the slip road will provide a

new single lane which will act as an

extension to the existing road for

vehicles turning left into the site.

This is required to alleviate the issues

of queuing northbound on Carsons

Road.  Those wanting to access the

residential areas to the north will be

separated from vehicles trying to access

the site, reducing queues and delays.

In addition, there will be a ban on traffic

turning right into the site to alleviate the

issue of queuing southbound on

Carsons Road.

The council has already said that land

to the south of the recycling centre may

present the opportunity to relocate the

vehicle fleet from the Cowhorn depot in

Warmley. Any proposal would be

subject to planning permission. 

Plans for slip road into waste and
recycling centre are approved

Suspicious fire
Crews from Kingswood and Yate fire stations were

called out to deal with reports of a blaze at White House

Farm in Howsmoor Lane, Emersons Green, at 9.23am

last Wednesday (2nd June).

It is understood the fire was in a two-storey building at

the Taylor Wimpey storage site.

Firefighters used two high pressure hose reels, two jets,

one safety jet and two positive pressure ventilation fans

to extinguish the fire. Two crew members wore breathing

apparatus for safety.

The cause of the fire is thought to be deliberate.



The Old Bank and neighbouring

Conservative Club in Keynsham, who

both painted their Grade II listed

buildings blue without consent, have

had their retrospective applications

refused.

The Conservative Club, also known as Club

@ 22, had lodged their retrospective

application to keep the building’s deep blue

colour while The Old Bank’s owner Western

Inns applied to revert to the colour the

frontage was prior to 2019 - restoring the top

half to cream and keeping blue on the ground

floor.

B&NES Council’s planning committee

voted last Wednesday by nine to one in both
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B&NES Council refuses 

A picture of the Old Bank before 2019



cases to refuse the applications for listed

building consent, with members heeding the

advice of the planning officer who advised

that the colour schemes were at odds with the

character and significance of the listed

buildings, their setting and the setting of

other listed buildings nearby, as well as to the

character and appearance of Keynsham

Conservation Area. Keynsham Town

Council had raised no objection to either

application.

The B&NES planning officer showed the

committee a picture taken in 2000 by

Historic England of The Old Bank when it

was a muted creamy colour. She said: “In our

opinion, any deep or strong colour used here

is a variance to the more subtle colours that

have been used elsewhere within this part of

the High Street. Other listed buildings are

generally painted in lighter, discreet colours

that blend in with their neighbours.”

She said reverting to a stone colour would be

more suitable.

The neighbouring Conservative Club said

they were inspired to change the front of

their building from a buff colour to a deep

blue after seeing the results at The Old Bank.

When the building was listed in 1975, the

elevation was blue.

Recommending refusal on similar grounds

to that of The Old Bank application, the

planning officer said the applicants had

indicated that they did not wish to change the

current colour scheme which she said has an

“inappropriate impact”.

She noted that a picture from the 1970s

seemed to show the building painted in a

more chalky, lighter blue that was considered

more appropriate for the age of the building

than the current deeper shade. 

“We haven’t been given the opportunity to

negotiate any colour scheme…If we were

given that opportunity, we would certainly

discuss alternatives which may include a

lighter blue like the one in that picture,” she

told the committee.
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 blue makeovers on heritage grounds

Lone councillor in
favour of applications 
B&NES Council’s planning committee

voted to refuse both applications for listed

building consent by nine to one with the

lone objector in both cases being Cllr Paul

Crossley who represents the Southdown

ward in Bath. 

Of The Old Bank application, he said the

building had been a variety of the colour

schemes over the years, including pink. 

He said: “I think the one thing we can

agree is that the all-blue is quite

outrageous, it’s far too dominating, far too

intrusive, but the mixture of the cream and

the blue is fine.”

He said it added vibrancy to the High

Street, adding: “Colour is always going to

be a matter of taste.”

In the discussion on the Conservative

Club’s application, Cllr Crossley said: “I

think we have to be very careful when we

talk about colours that were around in

Georgian times because we had a 20-year

argument here in Bath over a white front

door and white was a colour that was not

available in Georgian times… It was a

long dispute and came to planning several

times and it was always a bit strange that

we should be arguing for a colour that

didn’t exist in Georgian times.  

“I don’t know which of these blues existed

in Georgian times but all I can say is that

both are much preferable to the dun colour

and I am quite happy that it says that bright

vivid blue. A bit of colour of a scheme like

this does no one any harm and it brings a

bit of joy.”

Conservative Club
to appeal against
planning decision
After the B&NES planning committee

meeting, Dave Johnson, secretary of

Keynsham Conservative Club, said they

felt they had a good case and would be

launching an appeal.

In a letter to The Week In (see page 10) Mr

Johnson says they welcome comments

from the public, good or bad.

He said: “We had done a fair bit of

investigation and found that when the

buildings were listed in 1975, the

Conservative Club's elevation was painted

blue, and we have a photograph to verify

this, although the blue has faded slightly.

“This was instrumental in us choosing a

similar blue shade reverting back to its

original appearance. The comments we

had from the public were all positive.”

The Conservative Club as it was
when it was listed 

The buildings as they are today
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Oldland parish councillors have registered their concerns

about plans for an 18-metre high 5G mast close to the

existing mast in the centre of Cadbury Heath.

As we reported last week, an application seeking prior

approval for the siting and design of a second mast and a base

cabinet has been lodged with South Gloucestershire Council

by WHP Telecoms Ltd on behalf of CK Hutchison Networks

(UK) Ltd.

The chosen site is on the corner of Newton Road and

School Road close to a 15-metre mast that has been there for

some years.

Oldland Parish Council’s planning, highway and

development committee members discussed the application

at their meeting last Thursday and objected on the grounds

of inappropriate siting of such a large unit in a residential

area. 

The committee agreed: “There are concerns on grounds of

aesthetics, potential health implications and environmental

concerns. The parish council supports the objections of other

community groups including Juice and Cadbury Heath Hall

working in the area.”

The planning reference is P21/03754/PN1.

Wrong place for another mast, says parish council

South Gloucestershire:

In Bitton on the A4175 at Cherry Gardens and on the

A431 Bath Road; in Oldland Common on the A4175 High

Street; on the A4174 Avon Ring Road at Emersons Green

and at Bromley Heath; at Lyde Green on Jenner

Boulevard and Willowherb Road; in Wick at Naishcombe

Hill and on the A420; in Longwell Green on Court Farm

Road, Long Beach Road and California Road; on

Parkwall Road in Cadbury Heath; on Craven Way at Barrs

Court; in Hanham on Abbots Road, Memorial Road and

Whittucks Road; in North Common at Mill Lane and

Victoria Road; on Blackhorse Road in Mangotsfield; in

Kingswood on Cock Road and New Cheltenham Road; at

Overndale Road in Downend; in Pucklechurch on the

B4465 Westerleigh Road; in Staple Hill on Broad Street

and High Street; also at Siston Lane at Webbs Heath. 

Bath & North East Somerset: 

In Keynsham on Park Road, the B3116 Wellsway,

Charlton Road and Coronation Avenue; in Saltford on

Grange Road, Manor Road and at The Shallows; on the

A37 at Pensford and the A39 at Corston; also on Timsbury

Road in Farmborough.

Bristol:

In Brislington on the A4174 Callington Road, Kensington

Park Road and Guildford Road; in Whitchurch at

Bamfield and Whitchurch Lane; in Hengrove on Tarnock

Avenue; in Stockwood on Hollway Road, Stockwood

Lane and Sturminster Road; in St George on the A431

Nags Head Hill, Furber Road, Beaufort Road and Crews

Hole Road; at Park Crescent in Whitehall; in Fishponds

on the A432, Gill Avenue, Thicket Avenue and Thingwall

Park; and in Hillfields on Forest Road and Woodland Way.

Mobile speed camera
locations this week
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Plans to turn a former residential care home into three

homes and build another five in the grounds have been

submitted to South Gloucestershire Council.

The outline proposals are for Harefield Hall on Bath Road in

Longwell Green. It was originally built as a large Victorian

country house and is locally listed.

The planning application says that the proposed development

offers the opportunity to “safeguard” Harefield Hall. It has

been vacant for more than three years since the care home

business ceased trading. Prior to that it accommodated up to

21 elderly residents, with its modest size said to be a

significant limiting factor in terms of viability.

A report prepared in support of the application says:

“Harefield Hall with only 21 bedrooms, the vast majority of

which not being en-suite, could not compete with the market

competition. In the local area St Monica Trust opened a 93-

bed care home at Somerdale, Keynsham; Avery Health Care

opened a 76-bed care home in Downend and another one in

Kingswood of 78 bedrooms. Brunel Care opened a 64-bed

care home in Cadbury Heath. Harefield Hall could not

compete with these purpose-built, significantly larger

facilities and their associated economies of scale.”

The report adds: “The applicants have already had to invest

considerable sums into the Hall to maintain its state of repair

but being unoccupied it will doubtless deteriorate over time

if left empty... It will not be possible for the applicants to

indefinitely fund the maintenance of the building given the

financial reality that the business stopped trading over three

years ago. There is therefore some urgency to find a viable

use for the building which has precipitated this application.

If supported, the re-introduction of domestic occupation of

the building will safeguard the Hall for generations to come.”

The five new-builds would be positioned in the north-eastern

corner of the site behind Harefield Hall and next to Harefield

Lodge. Harefield Hall itself would be converted into homes;

a later eastern side would become one home, the main Hall

itself would become a large house and the rear wing would

become a further property.

The application says that access onto Bath Road would be

significantly improved by widening it.

The planning reference is P21/04067/O.

Redevelopment plans will
‘safeguard’ historic Harefield Hall
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A driving instructor says he tried to get South

Gloucestershire Council to rectify a “misleading” speed

limit marked on the road at Rodway Hill in Mangotsfield

for more than six months.

Richard Sweeting said the ‘30’ in the 20mph zone outside

Mangotsfield School has been causing confusion for learner

pupils on the road which is part of a test route.

He said: “The road is now, and has been for a few years,

subject to a 20mph speed limit. The original roundel had

been amended in an attempt to display the figure 20 but the

amended work has now become eroded and the number 30

is clearly visible,” he told The Week In.

“The reason I am keen to get this sorted is because I am a

driving instructor and this road is used on some driving test

routes. Students are confused as the roundel tends to imply

the speed limit changes from 20mph to 30mph and then back

to 20mph. This misleading roundel could cause a student to

increase speed whilst in the ‘30mph’ stretch, resulting in a

failure of their driving test.” 

He said he first reported the issue to South Gloucestershire

Council on 1st December 2020 and it had been

“unacceptably slow” in resolving the issue.

“Many of my reports have been incorrectly marked as

"resolved" by the council,” he said.

We took up Mr Sweeting’s concern with the council last

week and within two days it was pleased to confirm that

work to update the road marking had been completed. On

either side of the road the ‘20’ is now clear to read. 

• Meanwhile Mr Sweeting says he has also recently written

to South Gloucestershire Council asking it to sort out

confusion with signs on the ring road.

He said: “There is a temporary 30mph speed limit in place

on the northbound A4174 between Woodstock and Deanery

Road roundabouts. Unfortunately the original 50mph speed

limit signs are still in place and clearly visible to drivers. 

“Also on the northbound lane there is a sign warning drivers

travelling from Woodstock roundabout of the traffic lights at

the Deanery Road roundabout. This sign has been turned

around 180 degrees and now faces drivers travelling south!”

Driving instructor's highlights
test route speed confusion

At around 3.30pm on Wednesday 2nd

June, someone opened the unlocked rear

door of a home at Ducie Road in Staple

Hill. The dogs in the property barked

which seems to have scared the offender

as the resident saw someone running

away. Police ask anyone with information

regarding this incident to call 101 or

Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555

111.

Dogs scare off would-be intruder

Plans to turn equestrian stables at Webbs

Heath into a three-bedroom house have

been submitted to South Gloucestershire

Council.

The stables are at the rear of Fairfield in

Siston Lane. In March 2015, a similar 

application was refused.

At the time the reasons given for refusal

were inappropriate development within

the Green Belt, that the proposed

development would harm the character

and appearance of the countryside, that not

enough information had been provided to

demonstrate it would not have a harmful

impact on protected species, and that it

was an unsustainable location that would

result in an increase in vehicular

movements with restricted visibility.

Agents for the applicant say that local

planning policy has moved on since the

refusal of that application six years ago

and a number of comparable applications

have been approved. 

The new application includes a habitat

survey and the applicant says they are

happy to accept any conditions associated

with the recommendations made.

The planning reference is P21/03894/F

and the deadline for comments is 19th

June.

Second attempt to turn
stables into three-bed house

The roundel before

The roundel last week
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Newly-elected Metro Mayor Dan Norris took a tour of the

National Composites Centre at Emersons Green last

week. This is where the West of England's top designers,

researchers and engineers come together to create

composite materials which are stronger, lighter and less

likely to corrode.

The National Composite Centre hosts a £10 million project

called Digital Engineering Technology & Innovation, which

is funded by the West of England Combined Authority which

the mayor leads. 

The Metro Mayor pledged to ensure that more and more

people know about the ground-breaking work taking place

in the West of England, which impacts nationally and

internationally. He also got to grips with the centre's new 5-

metre-high robot. This is the latest high-tech machine to be

installed at the facility on the Bristol & Bath Science Park. 

Mayor Norris said: “What is happening here is the best in the

world. We have amazing people with a global reputation.

Lighter and stronger materials are vital in a greener future

and I am proud and excited by the role the West of England

is playing."

Richard Oldfield, CEO at the National Composites Centre,

said: “We were delighted to welcome the Metro Mayor to the

National Composites Centre today. Composites have a huge

role to play in helping the UK achieve its net zero targets

across a number of industries, and the advances we are

making in digital engineering through programmes such as

DETI and 5G-ENCODE are ensuring the UK stays at the

forefront of engineering, solving some of the most complex

challenges currently faced.”

Metro Mayor visits
composites centre 

First has restored evening buses between Keynsham

town centre and Bilbie Green, although it appears not

many people are yet aware of the service.

Prior to lockdown, an evening taxi service connected

with incoming buses from Bristol and Bath at Keynsham

Church and operated around the Park Estate to Bilbie

Green after the last 349 bus of the day had departed.

Now, the 349 timetable has been extended with hourly

departures from 7.45pm to 10.45pm.

The Week In has been contacted by readers who

discovered the additional bus routes ‘by accident’. Since

lockdown there are no longer printed timetables at bus

stops and while the First website and ‘next bus’ facility

on its app does show the evening departures, the

downloadable PDF files for the complete 349 service

have not yet been updated.

First restore
evening bus
services to
Bilbie Green

Metro Mayor Dan Norris with Richard Oldfield, CEO of the
National Composites Centre.

Keep in touch, let us know what

you think, send us your news

www.facebook.com/theweekin



Keynsham Walking Football have been provided with a set

of training bibs thanks to a donation from the South

Gloucestershire Over 50’s Forum.

The bibs were presented to the club by Chair, Margaret

Slucutt, who said the forum exists to provide the voice for

people over 50 who live in the South Gloucestershire Council

area.  

Statutory agencies recognise the forum which seeks the

opinions and provides

information to the over 50s

community on issues such as

health, housing, transport and

employment through a series

of meetings (currently using

Zoom).

You can find out more about

the forum on their website

www.sou thg losover50s

forum.org.uk or by emailing

southglosover50s@gmail.

com or calling 07967102141.

And there was more good

news for Keynsham Walking

Football last week when they

were crowned Somerset

County Over 50s champions. This followed the final round

of matches at the AJN Stadium in what had been a long,

COVID-interrupted season when the hosts managed to hold

off the challenge of three-times winners Weston Whites.

They were presented with the trophy by Aaron Clements of

the Somerset Football Association.

Keynsham Walking Football has two regular sessions on

Tuesdays (10am-11am) for over 65s and Fridays for over 50s

at the AJN Stadium in Keynsham.  You can simply turn up

and play or find out more beforehand at

keynshamtownfc.co.uk/walking-football-home or email:

keynshamtownwf@gmail.com.

20                                                                                                                                                                                                                             The Week in • Wednesday 9th June 2021

Situations Vacant

Over 50s forum supports walking football

Photograph courtesy of Pete Ricketts
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We have now reached the penultimate edition of the radio

soap Greenborne which has been broadcast each week on

KTCRfm, as well as numerous other local stations across

the country. As many of the story lines draw together

towards a crescendo next week, it’s now clear that the

denouement is still going to have one or two surprises.

This week the spotlight turns to the annual Greenborne

festival which kicks off this year with the pie baking

competition and Lewis and Jeet’s plan to clean up on the

betting go very much as expected. With Jeet’s grandfather

running an unofficial book their plan to nobble Lisa’s entry

and place big money on the unfancied Chloe starts to unravel

once some of the villagers have the opportunity to taste a

sample of her entry. Sam immediately cuts the odds on Chloe

and so Jeet decides a different strategy is required. He

tampers with Chloe’s oven but Lewis doesn’t receive the

message and carries on with the original plan to ruin Lisa’s

pie.

So at the big announcement in the Fox and Dragon on the

eve of the festival, it’s Postmistress Tanny who scoops the

prize. Everyone is agreed that the pie is extremely tasty but

strangely, Tanny’s husband Matt thinks he must have lost his

sense of taste when offered a piece. Greenborne remember,

is set in the near future as the country gets back to some sort

of post-COVID normality. We have heard before that Matt

is something of a hypochondriac – he always thought he had

coronavirus at the time but never did. Now, his ‘man flu’

seems to be getting worse and people coming into the post

office are commenting on how poorly he looks. No prizes for

guessing where this is going.

Meanwhile back at the pub, landlord Alan is out of hospital

and while grateful to radio station manager Logan for

stepping into the breach, he finally loses it when he discovers

Logan has been sleeping over on the couch. Confronting

Logan over his ‘affair’ with wife Bev, Alan soon realises how

foolish his jealousy must appear but despite Bev’s anger, this

week’s episode ends with her in a clandestine meeting with

none other than the mysterious artist Farhad.

Greenborne concludes this week. You can hear episode 12

on KTCRfm’s Spoken Word (105.8fm) at 3pm today and

again at 4pm on Sunday. Alternatively, listen again at

www.ktcrfm.com

Soap watch

Popular radio soap is
building to a crescendo
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Service Directory
Garden Services Garden ServicesAerials Appliances

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Blinds

Crossword SolutionSudoku Solutions

4 2 8 1 5 3 9 6 7
9 3 7 6 8 2 5 4 1
1 6 5 7 9 4 8 3 2
7 8 9 4 2 6 1 5 3
5 4 6 3 1 8 7 2 9
3 1 2 5 7 9 4 8 6
6 7 4 9 3 5 2 1 8
8 5 1 2 6 7 3 9 4
2 9 3 8 4 1 6 7 5

2-Hard1-Easy

Carpet Cleaning Handyman
Electrical

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting at

2 weeks

Boiler Service

Chimney Sweeps

Computers

Home Help
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Service Directory
Home

Maintenance

Plumbing Book a series

of adverts

and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4.20 per

centimetre (min 5cm)

The more weeks you

book the cheaper

each insertion

becomes

1 week - £21

2 weeks - £18.90

4 wk - £17.85

6 wk - £16.80

8 wk - £15.75

12 wk - £14.70

26 wk - £13.65

52 wk - £12.60

All prices per week

exc VAT

You don't have to book

successive weeks. 

You can choose

fortnightly, monthly 

or specific insertion

dates as long as the

total number of

insertions booked

corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting

at 2 weeks

Book a series

of adverts

and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4.20 per

centimetre (min 5cm)

The more weeks you

book the cheaper

each insertion

becomes

1 week - £21

2 weeks - £18.90

4 wk - £17.85

6 wk - £16.80

8 wk - £15.75

12 wk - £14.70

26 wk - £13.65

52 wk - £12.60

All prices per week

exc VAT

You don't have to book

successive weeks. 

You can choose

fortnightly, monthly 

or specific insertion

dates as long as the

total number of

insertions booked

corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting

at 2 weeks

Tree Services

Tree Services

Rubbish 
Clearance

Cheap and fast
We load and clear any 

household, garden, garage 
and shed clearance

Free estimates
Fully licensed
85% recycled

Call 0117 9373009
at anytime to book

Locksmiths

Roofing

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Telephone

Engineers

Waste Disposal

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Wigs

Sewing Lessons

Oven Cleaning
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