
Labour’s Dan Norris has become the new Regional

Mayor for the West of England, taking the role from the

Conservatives.

Mr Norris, who was MP for Wansdyke (now known as North

East Somerset) from 1997 to 2010, was declared the winner

at a ceremony at the SS Great Britain in Bristol on Saturday

after the votes were counted in each of the local authorities. 

Voters in Bath and North East Somerset, Bristol and South

Gloucestershire went to the polls last Thursday to vote for

who they wanted to become the second West of England

Mayor.

Conservative Tim Bowles, who had been elected in 2017 as

the region’s first Metro Mayor, announced last November

that he would be stepping down.

Mr Norris will now lead the West of England Combined

Authority (WECA) and makes decisions on issues that

impact everyone living and working across the region,

including transport, homes, business, jobs and the economy. 

Under the preference voting system he won most votes in

Thursday’s poll in both the first and second round, ending

with a total of 125,482. The Conservative candidate Samuel

Williams got 85,389 votes.

Mr Norris had won the first round with 84,434 votes, a lead

of 12,019 over Mr Williams who got 72,415. In the first

round the Green Party’s Jerome Thomas was third with

54,919 votes and the Lib Dem candidate Stephen Williams,

a former Bristol West MP who served as a minister in the

Coalition, trailed in fourth place with 41,193.

The turnout was 36.61%, much higher than the 2017 mayoral

election when it was 29.72%.

After his victory Mr Norris said: “It’s a huge honour to be

elected a Metro Mayor for this amazing part of the world that

I am proud to call home. This role is about collaboration and

I’ll listen carefully to work cooperatively.

“I’ll hit the ground running with a jobs and skills summit in

my first 100 days and launch my Green Recovery Plan.”

He will chair a decision-making cabinet that includes newly

re-elected Bristol Mayor Marvin Rees and the leaders of

South Gloucestershire Council (Conservative Toby Savage)

and Bath & North East Somerset Council (Liberal Democrat

Kevin Guy).

See pages 2 & 3 for how each area voted and the results of
Bristol’s mayoral and council elections, plus the Police and
Crime Commissioner election
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The Avon & Somerset Police and Crime Commissioner

(PCC) election has been won by the Conservative

candidate Mark Shelford. 

He got 161,319 votes (34.4% of the total) after second

preferences were counted.

A former deputy leader of B&NES Council, Mr Shelford

replaces Sue Mountstevens, who had served as Avon &

Somerset’s first PCC from 2012 but had announced that she

would be standing down. 

Labour’s Kerry Barker was second, securing 146,293 votes.

The Green Party’s Cleo Lake got 16.4% of first preference

votes and came third. Lib Dem Heather Shearer polled

13.3% while the independent candidate John Smith, who was

Ms Mountstevens' deputy, got 11.7% of first preference

votes. 

The turnout was 30.7%, up from 26% in 2016.

In his acceptance speech, Mr Shelford thanked Ms

Mountstevens, who was independent. He said: “She has

worked tirelessly over the past nine years to keep the people

of Avon and Somerset safer.”

He also paid tribute to “the whole police family” who have

worked so tirelessly through COVID. 

The PCC is responsible for managing a multi-million-pound

police budget, setting local policing priorities and holding

the police to account.

One of Mr Shelford’s first jobs will be to appoint a new Chief

Constable. Andy Marsh announced last month that he will

leave in July.

Mark Shelford

Conservative candidate wins Police
and Crime Commissioner role

In a breakdown of how each local authority area voted

in the West of England Mayoral election, the first choice

of people in B&NES was Conservative candidate

Samuel Williams but by a very narrow margin. He

secured 32.2% of the vote while Dan Norris got 31.9%.

The Lib Dem candidate Stephen Williams was third on

19.9% and the Green Party’s Jerome Thomas fourth on

16%. The turnout in B&NES was 34.4%.

In South Glos Samuel Williams secured 42% of the

vote, Dan Norris got 28%, Stephen Williams 17.1% and

Jerome Thomas 12.9%. The turnout in South Glos was

31.5%.

And in Bristol Mr Norris led the way with 36.6% of the

vote while the Green candidate was second on 28.1%.

The Conservative share of the vote was 20.7% while the

Lib Dem candidate was last with 14.6%. The turnout in

Bristol was 40.8%.

How the region voted



Despite the return of Labour’s Marvin Rees as Bristol

Mayor, the party has lost overall control of the city

council, seeing its number of councillors falling from

33 to 24.

All 70 seats were up for grabs in 34 wards at last

Thursday’s election and the results were declared on

Sunday.

The Greens gained 13 seats – 12 of them from Labour -

to end up with 24. The Conservatives remained on 14

seats and the Lib Dems lost one, leaving them with eight

councillors. A total of 140,246 votes were cast out of an

electorate of 341,682. Turnout was 41.04%. 

The Green surge means Bristol now has more Green

councillors than Brighton which has the UK’s only Green

MP.

Meanwhile votes in the race for Bristol Mayor were

counted on Saturday with the results announced in the

early hours of Sunday.

No candidate received over 50% of the first preference

votes so the two with the highest number of votes went

forward to stage two. The other seven were eliminated.

Marvin Rees received 59,276 votes overall. Green Party

candidate Sandy Hore-Ruthven came in

second with 45,663 votes.

Mr Rees said: “It's humbling to have

been re-elected to serve my home city.

We'll keep working together as one city

for continued change – focused on

delivering more new jobs and more new

affordable homes for Bristol with

inclusion and sustainability at the heart

of all we do.”

Results of the stage one count were:

Tom Baldwin (Trade

Unionist and Socialist

Coalition): 3,194 votes.

Robert Clarke (Reform

UK): 806 votes.

Sean Donnelly (Indepen-

dent): 4,956 votes.

Dr Caroline Gooch (Liberal

Democrat): 15,517 votes.

Sandy Hore-Ruthven

(Green Party): 36,331

votes.

John Langley (Independent): 1,528 votes.

Marvin Rees (Labour Party): 50,510 votes.

Oska Shaw: 389 votes.

Alastair Watson (Conservative Party): 25,816 votes.

The result of the second stage count were:

Sandy Hore-Ruthven (Green Party): 9,322.

Marvin Rees (Labour Party): 8,766.

Over 140,000 votes were cast in total.

• A full list of the city council election results can be found

at https://tinyurl.com/nfcxr38v
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Green surge in Bristol but
Labour’s Mayor is returned

The Green Party’s national co-leader Jonathan Bartley celebrating with
some of the new councillors at City Hall on Monday

Marvin Rees



B&NES Council confirmed Kevin Guy as

it new leader last week, although the

process of his ratification did not follow

normal protocol.

Last month we reported that Dine Romero,

leader since the 2019 election, had

relinquished her role, along and that of leader

of the 37 Liberal Democrat councillors.

Kevin Guy, who had been the Cabinet

member responsible for children’s services,

took over leadership of the group but the

position of council leader required

ratification by full council at its annual

meeting. 

That took place virtually last Tuesday and in

situations where one political party has

control of the council, the leadership

nomination is a procedural vote which passes

unopposed. But last week, councillors were

required to cast individual votes - and not

even all the Lib Dem councillors supported

the nomination. 

Speaking on behalf of the Labour Party

councillors, Robin Moss accepted that it was

a breach of normal practice to vote against

the nomination of a council leader but felt

there were still “too many questions” about

Kevin Guy’s qualification to stand. The

Week In reported on this in Issues 674 and

675. 

Cllr Moss acknowledged that B&NES

Council’s chief executive had provided

councillors with independent legal advice on

the process surrounding Cllr Guy’s

nomination as a candidate in the 2019

election. However, he said this advice

included an assertion that “despite the

nomination paper being incorrectly

completed there was an underlying

entitlement to stand”. 

In the Labour Group leader’s opinion, it was

the first time he had heard of an “incorrect”

nomination paper and he said he had sought

his own independent legal advice on the

matter.

Colin Blackburn, one of six independent

councillors on B&NES Council, said that he

had also written to Cllr Guy for clarification

over the legitimacy of his candidacy and

other than being referred to a newspaper

article, had yet to receive a response. He

expressed concern that even if Cllr Guy’s

candidacy for the 2019 election did not

actually break the law, the spirit of the law

had not been met.

Cllr Blackburn also questioned the wisdom

of a council leader being “parachuted in”

rather than an experienced member of the

community, and he urged Cllr Guy to get out

and visit the different wards to gain

knowledge about Bath and North East

Somerset.

Conservative Group leader Chris Watt said

that their councillors could not support any

Lib Dem leader given the party’s “out of

touch approach” and abstained.

As expected however, Kevin Guy’s

nomination was accepted with 35 of the 37

Lib Dems voting in favour with nine

councillors against and 12 abstentions.
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Last week’s B&NES Council meeting

ended on an extraordinary note when

Joanna Wright, the previous Cabinet

member responsible for transport,

accused new leader Kevin Guy of

ordering her to drop some of her plans for

active travel zones.

Making a statement to the council on the

need for immediate action over climate

change, she cited research using automatic

number plate recognition data which

identified 4,000 vehicles a day making a

4km return journey between Bath city centre

and the university campus. 

Set against the council’s pledge to plant

100,000 trees in the district Cllr Wright

advised that 80% of those would be needed

to offset the carbon produced by that one

route alone.

She warned that “parochial politics” and

concern for being re-elected was hindering

policies and immediate action being taken.

Although her plans for active travel schemes

had received support from the public, she

had been told to drop them.

When pressed on where these instructions

had come from, Cllr Wright told the council

that she had received an email to do so from

the newly appointed leader, Kevin Guy and

it probably explained why she was no longer

in the Cabinet. 

When we challenged him on this, Cllr Guy

told The Week In: “I am making sure that

B&NES is a listening council. There were

over 2,500 responses to the consultation

about the active travel schemes and we are

analysing every one of them. We want to see

what the people with the most local

knowledge think are the strengths and

weaknesses of the schemes so that we can

make them the best they can be. 

“There is no intent to just dump them, there

never has been.  A report will come to

Cabinet in June when we will decide the best

way forward.”

New leader told me to dump active
travel plans, says former transport boss

New B&NES Council leader Kevin Guy has

announced the new Cabinet positions as

follows: 

Richard Samuel: Deputy council leader,

Economic Development & Resources.

Sarah Warren: Deputy council leader,

Climate & Sustainable Travel.

Alison Born & Tom Davies (job share):

Adults & Council House Building.

Dine Romero: Children & Young People,

Communities & Culture.

David Wood: Neighbourhood Services.

Manda Rigby: Transport.

Tim Ball: Planning.

Cllr Guy said: “I’ve made some significant

changes to the Cabinet roles to strengthen

delivery of our priorities. Given the

importance of recovery post-COVID,

Economic Development is now included in

Cllr Samuel’s deputy leadership role.

“I’m placing the climate emergency at the

heart of our decision-making, so a second

deputy leader will be introduced whose sole

focus will be on the climate emergency and

sustainable travel. Cllr Sarah Warren will

take forward this role which will reflect the

impact that transport has on our

environment. The crucial issue of finding

more sustainable modes of travel will be key

in meeting our target to become carbon

neutral in B&NES by 2030 in line with the

council’s climate emergency declaration.”

The first meeting of the new cabinet will be

on Thursday 20th May at 6.30pm.

Unlike the vote for the new leader, the

succession of the role of council chair passed

off in complete harmony. Keynsham South

councillor Lisa O’Brien was unanimously

appointed, stepping up from her previous

role of vice chair. 

The outgoing chair, Andrew Furze had the

dubious honour of never having chaired a

full council meeting in the Guildhall

chamber, his role having been discharged

entirely via online meetings due to COVID

restrictions.

The new vice chair is Shaun Stephenson-

McGall.

New Cabinet positions are announced

Joanna Wright

Kevin Guy with his new Cabinet
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New charges are being introduced for disposing of

rubble, plasterboard and tyres at Bath and North East

Somerset’s recycling centres.

From Monday 24th May, residents will be charged £2 to

dispose of a bag of rubble, £4 for a bag of plasterboard and

£3.50 for a car tyre. Residents will still be able to dispose of

their household waste and garden waste free of charge at all

three recycling centres.

David Wood, Cabinet Member for Neighbourhood Services,

said: “We’ve seen a big increase recently in the amount of

waste from household alterations and building works being

brought to our recycling centres. These items are not classed

as general domestic waste and if we are to maintain a

comprehensive waste service for residents, we can no longer

afford to subsidise their disposal for free. We are however

keeping our charges as low as possible at cost price for disposal. 

“The majority of councils across the country already charge

for disposing of such items, including Somerset County

Council, North Somerset Council and Dorset.

“It is really important though that people dispose of their

waste responsibly and recycle as much as they can. There is

no excuse for fly-tipping, it is harmful to the environment

and wildlife and we have a zero-tolerance policy. Anyone

caught fly-tipping is liable to prosecution with fines of up to

£50,000 or five years’ imprisonment.

“If residents come across waste that has been fly-tipped it’s

important they report it to us so that our cleansing and

enforcement team can investigate and deal with it promptly

or in conjunction with the landowner.”

You can report it online https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/report-it

Under current government legislation, DIY waste is classed

as ‘construction and demolition’ waste and falls under the

category of ‘industrial’ waste. By law, councils do not have

to accept industrial waste at their recycling centres. 

Payments need to be made online in advance via

https://www.bathnes.gov.uk/webforms/waste/rcwastecharges

/ as no cash will be taken on site.

Residents undertaking a large-scale DIY project that will

generate significant volumes of waste are recommended to

hire a skip, use the council’s chargeable weighbridge service

or arrange for alternative private disposal using a suitable

licensed company.

Recycling centres introduce new charges
for non-household waste  

Police are appealing for witnesses to come forward after

a man was found injured in Staple Hill on Friday night.

They were called at approximately 10.10pm to the High

Street. Officers and paramedics found a man in his 20s

who had sustained a stab wound. He was taken to

hospital. His injuries are not believed to be life-

threatening.

An 18-year-old man has been arrested on suspicion of

affray and is in police custody. Inquiries are ongoing

and police remain at the scene on Saturday morning.

Police ask anyone with information about what

happened to contact them on 101 giving reference

number 5221099787. Alternatively call Crimestoppers

anonymously on 0800 555 111.

Teenager arrested
after man is found
with stab wound 
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Broadlands Bears Nursery in Keynsham will

close at the end of this month, it has been

confirmed.

The nursery opened in 2018 on the Broadlands

Academy campus in St Francis Road,

A spokesperson for Academies Enterprise Trust,

which runs the school, told us this week: “It is

with great regret that we have informed parents

that Broadlands Bears Nursery will be officially

closing on 31st May.

“This has been an extremely difficult decision

and not one we have taken lightly. Recent

resignations, challenges in securing high quality

permanent staff and the opening of two large

nurseries in the local area have also had an

impact on our decision. 

“We have explored all possible options, but with

very low numbers of children attending for

some time, the nursery has been making a

financial loss and is therefore not sustainable

to keep open. We are deeply disappointed as

in recent months the nursery has made huge

leaps forward and parents have been

delighted with the care their children have

received. We will do all we can to support

parents and students in transitioning to a new

nursery over the coming weeks.”

Children’s nursery to close after financial loss 

We understand that B&NES Council has now notified

people living near Broadlands Academy in Keynsham

about plans to upgrade the 4G phone mast there to 5G.

Last week we reported that campaigners from Action

Against 5G had been handing out leaflets around the

town and that was the first that some people living

near the school in St Francis Road knew about

the planning application from Vodafone and Telefonica

UK.

In their application, the phone giants say that radio base

stations are designed and built so that the public are not

exposed to radio frequency fields above guidelines set by

the International Commission on Non-Ionizing Radiation

Protection.

Action Against 5G is hosting two Zoom talks on Friday

(14th May) at 5pm and 7pm for anyone interested to find

out more about the proposed 5G upgrade. To find out more

email bathforsafetech@gmail.com 

The consultation deadline is Friday 21st May and the

B&NES planning reference is 21/01785/FUL.

Keynsham Town Council’s planning and development

committee had been due to discuss the application last

Tuesday but the meeting was rearranged to this week; also

on the agenda was a pre-application consultation for an

upgrade to the Telefonica base sation in Broadmead Lane.

See Letters, page 10

Residents notified about proposed 5G mast 
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A major upgrade to Bristol Temple Meads railway station

this summer will have a significant impact on local rail

services.

As the rail network begins to return to pre-lockdown levels,

there will nevertheless be temporary closures during the

summer to allow for the regeneration work at the historic

station and the long-awaited track upgrade of the Bristol East

junction. 

Intercity routes are largely unaffected but it is the local

services, including those serving Keynsham Station, which

will be subject to disruption.

Here are the major changes which have been announced.:

Saturday 10th July to Friday 13th August

No direct trains between Bristol Temple Meads and Cardiff

Central or Gloucester – these trains will stop at Bristol

Parkway instead. Severn Beach trains will run from

Lawrence Hill (except Sundays) – alternative road transport

will run to/from Bristol Temple Meads.

Saturday 7th August and Monday 9th to Friday 13th

August

No trains can run between Bristol Temple Meads and Bath

Spa – alternative road transport will be provided instead,

adding around 30 minutes to journeys. CrossCountry trains

won’t stop at Bristol Temple Meads.

Sunday 8th August

No trains can stop at Bristol Temple Meads – alternative road

transport will run to/from Bristol Parkway, Bath Spa,

Taunton, Weston-super-Mare or Severn Beach.

Saturday 14th to Monday 30th August 

No trains can run between Bristol Temple Meads and Bath

Spa – alternative road transport will be provided instead,

adding around 30 minutes to journeys.

Tuesday 31st August to Friday 3rd September

No trains can stop at Bristol Temple Meads – alternative road

transport will run to/from Bristol Parkway, Bath Spa,

Taunton, Bedminster or Lawrence Hill.

For more information visit GWR.com/Bristol

Work at Temple Meads set to cause local rail disruption

Around 180 Class 800 series Hitachi trains from several

train companies were taken out of service over the

weekend for checks as a precautionary measure after

cracks were found during routine checks.

GWR had to cancel a “significant” number of long

distance train services to and from Paddington, and while

local services were running, they were very busy.

The rail company said: “This problem is being

investigated by Hitachi and once trains have been checked

and cleared, we hope to be able to release them back into

service as soon as possible.”

Owing to the short notice unavailability of carriages which

form High Speed train services there have been no train

services or only an extremely

limited service with no

alternative means of transport

available for through

journeys, in either direction,

on routes including London

Paddington - Swindon - Bath Spa - Bristol Temple Meads;

another affected route is London Paddington - Swindon -

Bristol Parkway - Newport - Cardiff Central - Swansea.

Customers were advised not to attempt to travel and

assured that refunds would be provided. The disruption

was ongoing on Monday and looked set to continue during

the week.

Cancellation of GWR services after safety checks
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Crews from 11 fire stations were called out to tackle a

blaze at the old Grange School at Tower Road North in

Warmley.

An investigation has found the fire last Tuesday was started

deliberately and this week the landowner South

Gloucestershire Council said that public access to the former

school site will not be permitted.

The old school and sports college, where numbers had been

falling and the buildings were said to be beyond economic

repair, closed in 2016 and there has since been unofficial

public access to the playing field areas.

After getting the call at about 12.30am last Tuesday, crews

from Kingswood, Hicks Gate, Temple, Bedminster,

Patchway, Avonmouth, Southmead, Nailsea, Weston, Bath

and Thornbury fire stations found the large fire across parts

of the building spanning four teaching blocks ranging from

one to three floors high. 

The turntable ladder was used to help them tackle the fire

from height. Crews also used specialist equipment including

the high volume pump to ensure an adequate water supply.

Police also attended and for a time Tower Road North was

closed.

Digitech School and Warmley Park School are also based

nearby and were closed while firefighters remained damping

down and an investigation by Avon Fire & Rescue was

carried out, which found the cause to be deliberate ignition.

This week a South Gloucestershire Council spokesperson

said: “Following the fire on the site of the old Grange School,

fire crews attended and managed the situation. Digitech and

Warmley Park schools closed their buildings and moved to

remote learning on Tuesday and both schools reopened as

normal on Wednesday.

“As the landowner, we will assess the state of the damaged

buildings and police and fire services will also assess

evidence to determine the cause of the fire. We have put in

place additional security measures and public access to the

former school site will not be permitted.”

The council says the fire will not impact on redevelopment

plans for the site. A public consultation was held shortly

before the first lockdown last year, giving people the chance

to air their views on plans to build 200 homes – 35% of them

affordable - on the old Grange site, along with community

and recreation facilities. A new primary school for 420 pupils

is also proposed.

Fire that ripped through old
school was started deliberately

To mark Deaf Awareness Week, Avon Fire & Rescue

Service has been encouraging those in our communities

who have hearing loss to register for one of their free

home fire safety visits.

In the pre-arranged visit, staff carry out a fire safety

assessment and provide people with advice on how to stay

safe, including how to prevent fire happening, cooking and

electrical safety, planning an escape route and a night-time

routine.

If smoke alarms need to be fitted or existing faulty ones

need replacing, this will be done free of charge during the

visit. There may also be other help that can be offered

specific to someone’s circumstances, such as additional

fire safety equipment or a referral to an organisation or

agency that may be able to offer further support.

Call 0117 9262061 or text 'visit' to 07507 319 694.

There is also information at https://www.avonfire.gov.

uk/our-services/home-fire-safety-visits

Spotlight on fire safety in the home
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Bridge could bring more

anti-social problems   
Dear Editor    

The letter from Duncan Wilson to the residents of

Bitton in Issue 676  of The Week In highlighted

why anti-social behaviour led to the closing of

two permissive footpaths locally to the long- term

detriment of many locals. 

In the fine weather of the first lockdown

especially, the river at many locations was a

magnet for large numbers of people, causing

parking issues for residents as well as the anti-

social behaviour mentioned in the letter.

Swineford Lock was a destination for swimming,

especially after police were called to patrol The

Shallows in Saltford due to anti-social problems

there but is currently only accessible via a

footpath through the Sewage Treatment Works

from Saltford. However, the proposed Wessex

bridge would provide access from the A431.

The implications of potential increased anti-social

behaviour, litter and inconsiderate parking needs

to be considered.

Alan Aldous

Will rare bats stop

proposed development?   
Dear Editor    

As an objector to the proposed commercial

development application reference

20/02479/OUT (Land parcel 1991 on the A4 Bath

Road east of Keynsham), it was interesting to see

that Lucy Corner, the conservation officer at

B&NES Council, has objected to the plan as there

is evidence that there are Greater and Lesser

Horseshoe Bats in the area.  

As these are protected and extremely rare, will the

council now put this proposed development to

bed and refuse planning permission as disturbing

them or destroying their homes would be against

the law?

It is a very pleasant surprise to learn that these

bats are living within that area, but it is disturbing

to see that a number of trees and hedges in Worlds

End Lane have been cut down. There are also

large trees on the site of the new recycling centre.

Are these going to be cut down right in the middle

of the breeding season? I do hope not.

Irene Pearce, Keynsham

A century of service   
Dear Editor    

After the First World War, Britain's economy

plummeted, leaving two million people

unemployed in 1921. More than six million men

had served in the war. Of those who came back,

1.75 million had suffered some kind of disability

and half of these were permanently disabled. 

On 15th May 1921 the British Legion was

formed, bringing together four national

organisations of ex-servicemen who had

established themselves to support those who had

suffered as a result of service during the First

World War. 

In September 1921 Anna Guérin arrived from

Canada and persuaded the Legion to adopt the

poppy as a symbol of Remembrance. That same

year the First Poppy Appeal raised £106,000 and

2,500 branches of the British Legion were

established across the country. Among the earliest

was the Bitton & Oldland branch of the British

Legion – the ‘Royal‘ was added in 1971 on the

50th anniversary. 

Many ex-servicemen joined after each of the

world wars and over 100 attended the branch

annual dinners at the Bitton Recreation Ground. 

In 1922 the Legion’s poppy factory opened in the

Old Kent Road, London where 40 disabled men

manufactured 1,000 poppies a week. Now the

Legion poppy factories produce many millions of

poppies for the annual poppy appeal which in a

normal year raises £100m.

Our branch continues to organise the Poppy

Appeal locally and raises around £25,000.

Although the pandemic reduced this by half in

2020 we hope with the valued support of Asda at

Longwell Green to get back to normal levels this

November. 

Another popular event is the Harvest Auction at

the Upton Inn at Upton Cheyney and Theresa and

Chris Meaker have invited us to hold a centenary

harvest auction there  on Monday 6th September.  

As we move forward into the next 100 years we

are keen that the branch which now has 25

members plus another 25 poppy sellers continues

to flourish. If you are interested in being involved

please contact Jeff Dando on 0117 9322608 or

email jeffjeff.dando@ gmail.com Your support

for this important cause will be very welcome.

Ken Gibson, Bitton & Oldland branch

president

Dawn Harrill, Poppy Appeal organiser

Jeff Dando, chairman & secretary

Phone masts and health

implications   
Dear Editor    

There was one point in your front page article last

week which I would like to clarify. There is a

myth or untruth that mast applications cannot be

stopped on health grounds. 

There is legal obligation under the EECC

(European Electronic Communications Code) to

make public health an imperative and councils as

regulators of radiofrequency radiation (RFR)

exposure have to fulfil that obligation. 

Policy is to follow International Commission on

Non-Ionizing Radiation Protection (ICNIRP) but

should be balanced against other evidence of risk

and harm. The health and well-being of the

students and Keynsham residents must be

properly taken into account. It is true that

objections which concern the siting and visual

amenity are important and easier for planners to

process, so those objections need to be made in

addition to expressing the very real concerns

about health implications or indeed concerns

about the impact on energy consumption and the

carbon footprint. 5G is not green. The French

green party are very aware of this as you can read

here: https://actionagainst5g.org/blog/stopping-

5g-has-also-become-a-top-agenda-item-for-the-

french-green-party/

Karen Churchill, Action Against 5G

LETTERS

The Learn to Ride – Return to Ride

programme based at Warmley Wheelers

and supported by Bikeability instructors

from South Gloucestershire Council is still

awaiting confirmation for this year’s

delivery dates. A successful pilot scheme

ran in October 2019 with a view to an

extended provision in 2020, but the

pandemic prevented that from happening. 

It is currently hoped to operate it over the

school holiday periods. In the meantime,

Warmley Wheelers, who are based next to

the Bristol & Bath Railway Path, now

have two adult balance bikes to support

this programme and Andy Underdown, the

project coordinator, is keen to see them

used. The adult balance bikes are available

during the centre’s general opening times. 

Advice on how to get started is available

as the coordinator also used to be a

Bikeability instructor. Shula Davis, the

first to make use of this service,

progressed onto a solo bike with pedals at

the end of her first session.

She said: “It is such a good idea, it’s a

lovely quiet area to learn in and Andy

made it all seem so simple. I would

recommend it to anyone who is keen to

learn.” 

The bikes need to be booked, either by

phone on 07587 034366, or via email at

warmleywheelers@milestonestrust.org.uk

Learn to cycle with confidence 

Shula
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SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 16th May

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green

(10.30am-4pm) 

Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm) 

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)

Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park 

(9.30am-4.30pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG

(9am-7pm) 

Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH

(10am-4pm)

Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)

Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds

(10am-4pm)

Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway

(11am-5pm)

Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard

Thieves broke into Avon Valley Railway at

Bitton last Wednesday night and stole

many thousands of pounds worth of

specialist parts. 

“Although a lot of our assets are protected

with SmartWater forensic tagging,

unfortunately these items weren't included,”

the railway said in a statement.

“A number of the items are easy enough to

replace, albeit expensive. 

“Other items on the list are difficult or

impossible to replace.”

Items stolen included a South African chime

steam whistle; a Gresham & Craven vertical

injector and water valve; a Gresham &

Craven backhead injector; a new copper

main steam pipe, three British Rail (BR)

Class 08 push-button whistle valves; several

BR standard washout plugs of various sizes;

gauge glass fittings and valves; and BR Mark

1 steam heat traps.

Other items included coupling rod brasses of

various sizes and a large quantity of brass

and bronze billets and off-cuts.

If anyone heard or saw anything or becomes

aware of a quantity of these items appearing

somewhere, they are asked to contact the

police. 

The Avon & Somerset crime reference

number is RAC-4RQKN. 

Avon Valley Railway at Bitton features in BBC One’s newest

drama The Pursuit of Love which began on Sunday evening.

It’s based on the 1945 novel by Nancy Mitford, with Lily

James and Emily Beecham starring in the adaptation as two

young women looking for love.

The drama, which also stars Andrew Scott, was filmed at The

Bottle Yard Studios at Whitchurch Lane, with filming also

taking place last September at Bitton Station masquerading

as London Victoria whilst the inside of several vintage

carriages were used for scenes depicting travel to Oxford and

even onto the Continent.

Avon Valley Railway says that with the crew using several

other locations around Bristol and Bath, the station was

ideally placed to help turn the directors’ vision into reality.

Thieves steal specialist parts worth
thousands from heritage railway

Avon Valley Railway features in new Lily James drama

Avon Valley Railway has had to delay the reopening of its

train services until later this month. 

The heritage attraction at Bitton had hoped to be back on

track over the recent bank holiday weekend, but it had to

extend engineering works which meant it was unable to

operate. AVR also said that South Gloucestershire

Council’s public health team had raised concerns about

whether the attraction should be running trains prior to the

next stage of unlocking on 17th May. 

AVR said: “Despite other heritage railways already being

open and able to operate, we have been expressly denied

permission to operate prior to the 17th. This is very

disappointing, especially with all the measures we have

been putting in place to keep people safe and control the

spread of the virus. Therefore, our first public running day

will now be on Saturday 22nd May.”

Setback to trains operating at Bitton

Lily James & Emily Beecham

Filming at Bitton Station last year

An example of some of the items stolen



Crossword
ACROSS
1. Internal organs (8)

5. Musical
composition (4)

9. Outlive (7)

10. Social gathering (5)

11. Biological group (5)

13. Natural bruise
treatment (6)

15. No longer fresh (5)

17. Curved shape (4)

19. Be unwell (3)

20. Of the ear (4)

21. Broader (5)

23. Fine cord (6)

24. Irish poet (5)

28. Male honey bee (5)

29. Cordial (7)

30. Orderly (4)

31. Similarity (8)

DOWN

1. Simple (4)

2. Spasm (5)

3. Ill-will (6)

4. Look suggestively (4)

6. Persevere (7)

7. Chinese condiment
(3,5)

8. Steeple (5)

12. Sedate (5)

13. Narrow lane (5)

14. Extinct elephant (8)

16. Help (3)

18. Spanish city (7)

21. Thin biscuit (5)

22. Make purer (6)

25. Item of furniture (5)

26. Indonesian island (4)

27. Strap for hawk (4)

Local councils are planning how to return to normal after

the High Court ruled that after 7th May, meetings must

take place ‘in person’.

Online meetings have been the norm since April 2020 in

response to the first lockdown and there have been concerns

about how councils can return to face-to-face meetings in

their usual venues while maintaining social distancing

The case was taken to the High Court by Hertfordshire

County Council – alongside Lawyers in Local Government

and the Association of Democratic Services Officers – who

asked for a ruling on whether virtual meetings may be

allowed under existing legislation.

This week a South Gloucestershire Council spokesperson told

us “Following a High Court judgment, it has been decided

that councils will not be able to continue with online or

hybrid civic meetings beyond 7th May.  

“Our legal and democratic services officers have been

working together with a number of council departments to

prepare for this eventuality and to ensure that in-person civic

meetings can proceed safely, following all appropriate social

distancing measures.”

At last week’s meeting of Bath & North East Somerset

Council it was decided to adopt a two-pronged approach to

committee and full council meetings. Informal meetings will

still take place virtually on the day prior to the scheduled

meeting. Members of the public who wish to make statements

at those meetings will still be permitted to do so.

A formal meeting will then take place on the scheduled day

with the number of councillors physically attending limited

by social distancing yet sufficient for the meeting to be

quorate. In the case of a full council meeting, this would be

limited to 15 and for a planning committee just three.

In adopting the proposal, there was nevertheless concern

raised that matters agreed at a virtual meeting the previous

day could continue to be debated by the councillors present

at the formal meeting.

Hanham Parish Council would normally hold meetings at

Hanham Community Centre but at last week’s virtual

meeting the parish clerk said that the centre has not reopened

yet and its website says it won’t be holding public meetings.

The parish council agreed to delegate authority to the clerk

to run the council until 1st September.

Hanham Abbots Parish Council also resolved last week to

cancel all meetings until 1st September and has delegated

authority to the clerk to make decisions.

Oldland Parish Council’s next meeting will be its planning,

highways and environment committee which will be on 3rd

June at Cadbury Heath Hall. The council said the meeting

will be governed by prevailing COVID protocols and limited

by the Rule of Six. Accommodation will need to be made for

members of the public attending.

Saltford Parish Council held its last full council meeting by

Zoom last Tuesday and said it will resume meetings at the

Avon Room at Saltford Hall from June. 

Bitton Parish Council is looking to return to face-to-face

meetings at its Community Building behind Redfield Edge

Primary School from 1st July.  

Councils prepare for ‘in person’ meetings again

B&NES Council meetings will take place at the Guildhall again
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Police are appealing for witnesses to a disturbance in the

Brislington and St Annes areas on Sunday 2nd May. 

Police were called to a report of a man committing

assaults on people and also a dog, which was kicked, at

around 3pm in Salisbury Road. No one was seriously

hurt. 

Further information from the public resulted in officers

attending Wick Road a short time later. While trying to

detain a suspect, two PCSOs were assaulted, with one

suffering a head injury which needed hospital treatment. 

The other PCSO suffered minor injuries. A third officer

was also assaulted after being spat at. Members of the

public came to the officers’ aid during the incident.

A 24-year-old man was arrested on suspicion of

assaulting an emergency worker. He was subsequently

detained under the Mental Health Act.

Inquiries have been ongoing and police would like to

speak to anyone who saw what happened but hasn’t yet

spoken with the police. Call 101 and give the reference

number 5221094919.

Witness appeal
after assaults in
Brislington & St Annes
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Sport England has lodged an objection to

the redevelopment of a run-down

Longwell Green industrial estate that

could leave a leading gym club homeless.

We featured the proposed redevelopment of

Kingswood Industrial Estate at Aldermoor

Way in Issue 667 after outline plans were

submitted to South Gloucestershire Council.

Majestic Gymnastics is based in part of the

former Saville’s Freights depot.

Majestic Gymnastics’ owners say that the

application does not comply with South

Gloucestershire Council policy by providing

a replacement provision to a community club

that is still in demand, and that there is no

alternative provision within walking

distance. Hundreds of their supporters have

lodged objections to the plans on the

council’s website.

Sport England, which protects existing sports

provision, says that the proposal conflicts

with its own national policy, and should

redevelopment be unavoidable, an equivalent

or better replacement facility should be

provided in a suitable location for Majestic

Gymnastics.

It says: “Without appropriate mitigation for

the sporting facility, the proposal is likely to

put the long-term future of gymnastics at the

site at risk.”

The national body adds that consideration

and weight should also be given to South

Gloucestershire Council’s own Local Plan

policies that seek to protect open space, sport

and recreation. 

Meanwhile the national governing body

British Gymnastics has also highlighted its

concerns about the application which would

see the demolition of the unit in which

Majestic Gymnastics has been based since

2014. 

It says: “The club is a growing successful

club specialising in Team Gym and one of the

leading clubs in the country in this specific

discipline. We supported the club with a grant

of £50,000 when they relocated to the unit

and prior to lockdown they had a

membership of over 900 mainly young

gymnasts with the potential to grow further

if additional space could be provided.

“British Gymnastics recommends that the

council, the club and the developer work

together to find a solution to both maintain

the club and grow gymnastics in the area.

British Gymnastics would be happy to

support partners in working together to find

a practicable solution.”

Sport England objects to redevelopment
over impact on gymnastics club

Majestic Gymnastics is currently based in the old Saville’s depot

There are plans to redevelop the estate

Bowls England is launching its Bowls’ Big

Weekend over the Spring Bank Holiday

when affiliated clubs can organise events

to promote outdoor bowls.

Keynsham Bowling Club will be holding a

‘come and try’ day at the green in

Keynsham Park on Sunday 30th May. 

There will be two one-hour sessions in the

morning at 10am and 11am with two more

in the afternoon at 2pm and 3pm. 

Anyone interested can book a place at any

of these times by emailing club secretary

David Hockney at  david.hockney@icloud.

com  or on 07787 968874.

If you are looking to learn more about the

game you can attend one of the regular

coaching sessions which are due to run

each Monday and Saturday between June

and August. 

All the equipment that is needed for both

the taster day and ongoing coaching will be

provided and it is all free. 

Give bowls a try

A South Gloucestershire Council’s

highways officer has warned that the

increase in traffic in the Aldermoor Way

area from the redevelopment of the

industrial estate would not be insignificant

and that mitigation measures would be

needed, including junction redesigns.

Two options have been put forward by the

developers. 

Option A involves a primarily employ-

ment-led redevelopment and an area for

food and drink. Option B includes some

retail space along with a hotel and a range

of general industrial and storage and

distribution uses.

The council highways officer also

recommends that a minimum of 20% of the

planned car parking spaces are fitted with

electric charging points.

At last week’s meeting of Oldland Parish

Council, planning, highways and

environment committee, chair Jon Parker

said that equated to around 80 to 100

charging points.

Cllr Bruce Ryland said there was an issue

with that as Asda in Longwell Green had

been unable to include a fast charging point

at its new fuel station because the capacity

locally was not there to support it. 

He said: “Aldermoor Way is only over the

road so if the transport guy says he wants

20% charging points, then we’ve got a

capacity issue. That’s not going to be do-

able.”

Infrastructure concerns
over regeneration plans



Plans to remove hedgerow around the B&Q and Currys

PC World site in Longwell Green have been approved by

South Gloucestershire Council.

The plans were submitted by BNP Paribas Real Estate who

manage the Gallagher Retail Park at Aldermoor Way. In their

application they said the aim was to tidy up the site and

prevent rubbish from accumulating in the shrubs: “Currently,

the collection of rubbish and litter is expensive to maintain.

Additionally, by removing the hedgerow and replacing it

with a timber rail fence, it would try and control where

people walk, stopping them from walking through the

hedgerow as a shortcut to access the main road and other

retail units.”

One objector highlighted: “Traffic in the area is heavy so

surely these hedges/bushes help trap C02. An ugly fence will

make an already eyesore area of a mish-mash of

warehouses/units, etc look even grimmer.”

Another said: “Hedgerows provide vital food and shelter and

act as vital corridors for wildlife to get from one habitat to

another. There are huge volumes of traffic passing through

the estate and hedgerows have been scientifically proven to

absorb that pollution…. The reason given to remove the

hedges was to make it easier to pick up rubbish that gathers

beneath them. Surely it would be better to educate the public

about not dropping litter, especially if more drive through

restaurants go head in the area.”

Oldland Parish Council also objected, saying: “At a time

when the parish council is promoting a green agenda, the loss

of such an extensive tract of greenery is to be avoided,

particularly in light of the increased traffic pollution from the

access roads.” 

The case report from South Gloucestershire Council says the

loss of the hedgerow has been carefully considered: “Whilst

undoubtedly contributing to the visual amenity of the area,

it is low level and forms only part of the landscaping of the

area. The adjacent trees will be retained. In view of this there

is no objection from the council’s landscape officer. On

balance officers consider that the harm to the visual amenity

of the area will not be of a significance to justify a refusal,

providing conditions are imposed regarding the protection of

the trees and the carrying out of new ground cover planting.”
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Longwell Green Post Office will temporarily close for

more than six weeks while extensive refurbishment is

carried out at the premises at Tesco Express at Bath Road.

The branch will close temporarily on Thursday 27th May

at 5.30pm and is due to reopen on Saturday 10th July at

9am. The existing postmaster will continue.

Meanwhile there are signs up outside the Tesco store

saying it will close on Sunday 30th May at 6pm and will

reopen as a temporary shop on Wednesday 16th June.

During the refit the Post Office says the nearest branches

for customers include Hanham and Oldland Common. The

nearest Tesco Express is given as Westons Way in

Kingswood.

Post office and Tesco Express to close temporarily

Controversial plans to rip out hedgerow are approved
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Avon Wildlife Trust is asking its supporters for donations

to help control the “devastating impact” of ash dieback

in its nature reserves.

Ash trees are the third most common tree in Britain after oak

and birch - there are 80 million ash trees in the UK.  Ash

dieback is predicted to severely affect or kill more than 90%

of ash trees, dramatically impacting wooded landscapes

across the UK.

The main signs are dead branches and blackening of leaves,

which often hang limply on the tree and discoloured stems.

Trees may eventually drop limbs, collapse or fall.

By early 2019, the disease had been recorded across almost

all of Avon Wildlife Trust’s area. Ash trees are present in all

its wooded nature reserves and dieback has been recorded in

most of them, including Willsbridge Valley. 

Avon Wildlife Trust is producing a strategy to mitigate the

impact on its nature reserves. “The first stage of this is

identifying any affected ash trees where there could be a risk

of branches or entire trees falling - for example if the trees

overhang public footpaths or roads. We will fell ash trees

where they would pose a significant and unavoidable threat

to public safety when they become infected.

“We will also tackle the wider impact for wildlife of the

disease and the loss of ash trees on our nature reserves and

in the wider countryside. 

“This will be through a combination of replanting appropriate

trees to replace some of those felled, as well as allowing

natural regeneration to take place.”

Meanwhile the trust says it is vital that people who are

concerned about trees in their garden do not start to panic and

simply cut them down, but get expert advice.

Find out more and a link to how to donate at

https://www.avonwildlifetrust.org.uk/ash-dieback

Appeal to
nature lovers
to help tackle
ash dieback

Plans to turn the old chapel in Shellards Road in Longwell

Green into flats have been submitted to South

Gloucestershire Council. The old Methodist place of

worship closed in the late 1980s and was later converted

into a five-bedroom home. It sold recently at auction and

there is now a plan to turn it into four one-bed flats.

The building is locally listed. The planning reference is

P21/02977/F.

Plans to turn former chapel into flats

Keep in touch, let us know what you think, send us your news

www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Could you foster?
Foster Care Fortnight runs from 10th to 23rd May and

aims to raise awareness of fostering nationally. 

In South Gloucestershire alone there are over 220

children and young people in care at any one time. South

Gloucestershire Council says it desperately needs more

foster carers from all walks of life to look after children

of differing ages who have come into local authority care

through no fault of their own.

Visit fostersouthglos.gov.uk or call 01454 866423.

A rogue trader tried to con an elderly Staple Hill resident

out of £3,000, telling them their roof was leaking.

At approximately 2pm on Friday 30th April, a man called at

the house in Seymour Road, saying he was working next

door and had noticed that the elderly resident’s roof was

leaking.

The suspect was invited in and allowed upstairs. He said

there was damp and it would cost £3,000 to fix. The resident

said they couldn’t afford it, even when the price was reduced

to £200, and at this point the man left.

The resident asked a neighbour to have a look around and he

noticed that the wardrobe door was open and a handbag had

been emptied onto the bed.

South Gloucestershire neighbourhood policing team said:

“Rogue traders or burglars will often use scare tactics to gain

entry and pressurise the victim into making a quick decision.

Many of the services offered by cold callers are totally

unnecessary and are often overpriced. Always use a

tradesperson who has been recommended to you by a trusted

source and agree a price before any work starts. Never pay

in cash.”

If you have any information regarding this incident call 101

and quote reference number 5221095899. 

Alert after rogue trader’s attempt
to charge £3k for ‘leaky roof’

South Gloucestershire:

On the A431 Bath Road at Swineford; on the A420 at

Warmley and Wick; in Longwell Green on Court Farm

Road; in Hanham on Abbots Road and Mount Hill Road;

at Tower Road South in Warmley; at Mill Lane at North

Common; in Kingswood on Tenniscourt Road and the

B4046 Hanham Road; in Oldland Common on St Annes

Drive; in Pucklechurch on Feltham Road and the B4465;

also on the B4465 near Shortwood Hill.

Bath & North East Somerset: 

In Keynsham on Queens Road, Chandag Road, Charlton

Road, Charlton Park, Courtney Road and the B3116

Wellsway; also on the B3116 at Burnett; in Saltford on the

A4 and Norman Road; on the A37 at Pensford and the A39

at Farmborough and Marksbury.

Bristol:

In St George on Beaufort Road and the Kingsway; in

Fishponds on Snowdon Road and the A432 Fishponds

Road; in Brislington on the A4174 Callington Road,

Talbot Road and Wick Road; in Whitchurch on

Fortfield Road and Whitchurch Lane; in Hengrove on the

A4174 Hengrove Way, A37 Wells Road, Walsh Avenue,

Petherton Road and Cadogan Road; also on Stockwood

Lane.

Mobile speed camera locations
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The Community Page

Siston Parish Council

Next Meeting and contact details 
Next meeting – Thursday 15th July 2021 at 19:30, to

be held in Warmley Community Centre – subject to

Government guidelines.  Full details can be found

on our Notice Board or the web site –

www.sistonparishcouncil.org.uk

If you wish to contact the Council then please see

details below –

Ali Adams – Parish Clerk and RFO Email –

sistonpc@gmail.com

Address – 32 The Pines, Siston, Bristol BS16 9QY.

Tel – 07946858048.

Next week’s Community Page – Hanham Abbots Parish Council

Local councillors busy fixing in

place the new bench in the

Warmley War Memorial

Garden. This new bench is in

memory of the much loved ex

Chair of Siston Parish Council

– John Hunt who sadly passed

away last Summer.  Hopefully

the bench will be enjoyed by

many in the coming years.

New commemorative bench in
Warmley War Memorial Garden 

Siston Parish Council continues to support the wonderful work of “The

Friends of Siston Commons” group.  They have worked as best they can

through the Pandemic, when permitted, to install new signage to mark the

Commons as well as the tireless work to clear heather beds and bramble over

growth.

Work on the Commons goes on 

New Councillor 
We are delighted to

introduction our new Co-

Opted Councillor Nathan

Reed.   Born and bred in

Kingswood he is

enthusiastic to contribute to

the community in which he

lives.  We look forward to

what he can add to the

Parish in the future.

Keen to support the

local community
GRANTS TO VOLUNTARY BODIES 

Siston Parish Council welcomes

applications from voluntary groups and

organisations in the area for financial

support. 

If you are a local organisation that would

like support from the Parish Council then

please get in touch and we can send you

more information about the process and

criteria for applying.

Grants range in value from £50 to £500.

Application forms will be available from

the Clerk and should be completed and

returned via email – sistonpc@gmail.com. 

WALKS IN THE
PARISH OF SISTON
There is a pleasant walk which can be taken from Webbs

Heath to and around Warmley Forest Park. There is

roadside parking and the land is  set away from the road

so having  children or dogs or pups to walk allows them

off leads with supervision as horses and other animals in

the initial fields .In the summer the walk is good, but in

the winter it can be  quite muddy.

The walk begins crossing the fields at Webbs Heath and

an exit gate found to the right of field behind Broom

Farm. Then proceeding through the small field keeping

to the left you will observe a gate which takes you into

Warmley Forest Park and is sign posted. 

Follow the path around, past the pond and down towards

the river where children and dogs like to paddle.                   

You can head away past the scout hut and onto the road

to walk up towards the Waiting Room cafeteria  for a

welcome pit stop.  

If you don’t want to walk along the road, you can walk

behind the hut and take the exit onto the railway path to

the Waiting Room.

Once you’ve topped up with coffee or ice cream you can

go back into the park and head up towards the trees or

cut across the field to head back to the pond. 
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Episode 7 of the KTCRfm radio soap has new revelations

about life in Greenborne, and the promise of more to

come.

There’s no stopping Evie Lejeune. Vicar Maggie’s tactic of

inviting her back on to the village festival steering committee

seems to have backfired when by chance she discovers a

meeting which Evie has organised but omitted to invite the

committee chair.

The ripples are still flowing out over the brick thrown

through Sandra and Chloe’s window. Having confronted the

culprit Will and promising not to say anything in return for

him paying for the damage, Sandra hasn’t told Chloe yet. But

Chloe thinks it was just the latest chapter in a silent campaign

in the village not just about their lifestyle, but her Asian

heritage. And there is something else Chloe hasn’t told

Sandra – she has been receiving hate mail from anonymous

sources.

Meanwhile at the Post Office, Daisy is in the frame for the

£200 that’s gone missing from the till. She doesn’t want to

admit that brother Will was covering for her while she

slipped off early on a date, so she tries to deflect suspicion

to Tanny’s husband Matt, who hasn’t really been himself

since the couple took on the Post Office. 

Will has only ‘borrowed’ the money from the Post Office

until he can replace it by selling his beloved PS5 – but how

do they put in back in the till now?

At the Fox & Dragon, the new pub sign is due to go up and

Alan and Bev want some publicity so invite the local paper

to the unveiling. 

But rather than receive the praise for his work, Iranian artist Farhad doesn’t want to be in the spotlight and storms off. It

takes landlady Bev to go after him and bring him around –

and of course that brings the green mists down again on

husband Alan.

Next week, Evie Lejeune continues to reassert her control

over the festival and Lisa wants to come out in the open about

her relationship with garage owner and COVID widower

Arjun.

Tune into The Spoken Word show on KTCR (105.8fm) today

(Wednesday) at 2pm or Sunday at 3pm. Alternatively use the

Listen Again feature on website www.ktcrtfm.com

Soap watch
A sinister side to Greenborne begins to surface

Police are asking witnesses and drivers with dash cam

footage to get in touch after a collision left two pedestrians

with injuries in Hanham. At about 7.20pm on Monday 26th

April police received a call that a black vehicle was being

driven along Greenbank Road in such a manner that it

forced a motorcyclist to take evasive action.

The motorbike subsequently collided with a man and a

woman on the pavement. Both were taken to hospital but

have since been released. The motorcyclist also suffered

cuts and bruises.

Anyone who saw what happened or may have dash cam

footage is asked to call PC 4371 Pike on 101.

Witness appeal after pedestrians are hurt
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A petition calling on South Gloucestershire Council

to urgently look at road safety around the access to

the Kingswood Estate at Britannia Road has been

launched.

Joanna Pengilley, from the charity Creative Youth Network,

which is based at the estate, has started the e-petition on the

council’s website.

It calls on the council to look at the entrance/exit of the

Kingswood Estate in respect of traffic calming, obstructions

and parking which affects visibility.

She says: “There was a nasty crash at the front of the estate

on Friday 23rd April where a car landed on its roof, and the

emergency services had to attend, including air

ambulance.”

She says that traffic at the estate has increased substantially

in recent years: “The entrance to the estate is also the exit

for John Cabot Academy on the land behind, and the school

traffic has increased exponentially since some of their

school bus services were cancelled. 

“This causes a 'pinch point' at various times in the day when

nobody can enter or leave the estate, and the traffic backs

up, causing increased air pollution. There is also a junction

opposite (Hillside Avenue).

“At the estate we have multiple charities based here (30+)

including Kingswood Community Transport (minibuses),

Sense at the Woodside Centre, Jessie May, Circomedia

(circus college) to name just a few, and there are also two

nurseries and one just around the corner.

“There is also Two Mile Hill Primary School just 200

metres up the road. We are really concerned for the safety

of site users and local residents, many of whom are children

and vulnerable adults.”

Petition highlights road safety concerns at busy junction

Healthwatch South Gloucestershire has been working with

people with learning disabilities to put together a health

checklist that can be used by all doctors in the area to help

pick up potentially serious health conditions.

People with learning disabilities often have complex health

needs that without proper care and support can reduce their

quality of life. It also means that adults with a learning

disability or autism can die up to 20 years younger than the

general population.

Healthwatch has worked with key partners (Bristol, North

Somerset and South Glos Clinical Commissioning Group,

Southern Brooks and South Glos Council) to help ensure

more people with learning disabilities in South Glos, and

further afield, attend their annual health check-up with their

GP. They can fill in the health checklist with help from their

family or carers, which can be an important tool to seek

advice on any worrying symptoms.

Take-up of the annual health check-up with a GP in the area

is estimated at 36 per cent. The Improving Outcomes for

People with Learning Disabilities report, which outlines

how Healthwatch worked to produce the checklist and

ensure it is publicised to make an impact, will be presented

to South Gloucestershire Council's Health Scrutiny

Committee in June.

New health checklist for people with learning difficulties



An inner city walk that evokes a feeling of

the countryside as well as Bristol's

community of grow-your-own enthusiasts

starts at the Eastgate Centre at the bottom

of Muller Road. 

There is usually two-hour parking here,

ample time to complete this colourful and

interesting walk.

First, make your way up Muller Road,

crossing Dormer Road to your left and on up

the hill, passing the old library to your right.

Keep walking with Stottbury Road to your

left. Just past this road you will find a

signposted turnstile walkway to your left.

Follow this and straight away you are in a

quiet, narrow lane. 

Sweeping down to your right are orderly

school playing fields marked out for football

and tennis. Follow this lane for about half a

mile. To your left are hedges and greenery.

Before long you will see a farmer's field;

when we were there a horse sauntered and

grazed among the multitude of dandelions,

enjoying the spring sunshine. I heard the

mooing of cattle and further down the lane

was surprised to see half a dozen heifers in

their own enclosure. The farmer arrived,

presumably to feed them. On then, along

Boiling Wells Lane towards St Werburghs

City Farm. A ‘New Age’ encampment is to

your right with well-maintained allotments to

the left.  

The Bristol to Birmingham Railway stretches

amongst the woodland and foliage up to the

right, and there is the feel is of a condensed

Hobbit-like town within the city of Bristol.

Passing under Watercress Bridge, we found

ourselves heading for St Werburghs City

Farm which on this occasion we didn't visit.

However, the Gaudi-style buildings that are

further down the lane engender a Hobbit-like

culture where Bilbo Baggins would easily

feel at home.

We turned left at Watercress Bridge,

following the walkway known as Narroways.

This woodland lane eventually leads upwards

to an opening of scrubland which apparently

is the remnants of earth dug out when the

railway and ancillary buildings were

constructed. It is now a pleasant greenland

common with views across Bristol from St

Werburghs to Bristol University’s Wills

Tower. 

We encountered a local forager picking

dandelions to make wine. Walking down

earth and wooden steps from our elevated

position, we turned right to another footpath

that took us via a footbridge over the railway

and down towards a plot of small vegetable

gardens run by St Werburghs City Farm. At

the bottom of this ‘Dingley Dell’ patchwork

is a 20ft sculpture of a cockerel made from

tyres. We crossed the small road towards a

pathway at the back of houses. Going

forward we noticed once again well-tended

allotments to our right; these are the

Lynmouth Road Allotments. Following the

walkway up past the gardens with the ancient

rusty-green lamps every 15 yards or so, we

headed towards the top of Ashley Hill. As I

was born there quite a few years ago, it was

somewhere I always had a yearning to revisit.

The narrow walkway brought us out to

Ashley Hill Overbridge with its unusual sign

and birds’ nest construction on the top.

Here we turned left to walk down Ashley

Hill. In between the once grand houses we

could see the splendour of the countryside

across St Werburghs and beyond. At the

bottom of Ashley Hill we turned left into

Sevier Street and York Street. To our right the

tall chimney stack of the old Brooks Cleaners

& Dye Works remains, a symbol of a long-

lost past when Brooks was a place that

provided employment for thousands of

Bristolians. Now it is a housing estate with

the stack a nod to its industrial heritage.

Passing a real ale brewery to our left and

coming to a main road junction, we

continued straight ahead.   

From here it is a straight road, and mainly

street walking. It passes St Werburghs School

to your right in James Street and then on

towards Glenfrome Road. Passing under the

tunnel and up the road, Eastgate hoves in to

view. Turn right here and once again you are

in an inner city shopping complex. Unless

you try, who would know what gems lie off

the busiest and noisiest of highways?

Christine Rogers
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Hidden gems in the middle of Bristol

Gaudi-style buildings

Allotments at the city farmThe cockerel
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Situations Vacant

Police have been contacted

by a cat owner from

Mangotsfield who said their

pet was injured after being

shot with a crossbow

between 12.30pm on

Wednesday 28th April and

6.15am the following day. 

The cat was taken to a vet

and sadly died. 

Police ask anyone with

information that could assist

their inquiries to call 101 and

give the reference number

5221092158.

There have been other

reports on social media

recently of cats being

targeted including one in

Shortwood in which a pet

was blinded. Youths were

said to have been seen with

air rifles on the nearby

cyclepath.

Reports
of cat
cruelty

Problems with parking on

Cock Road in Kingswood

are being exacerbated by the

conversion of the old

Methodist church into flats,

local councillor Alison

Evans told Oldland Parish

Council’s meeting last

Thursday.

The parish council had been

against the conversion plans,

sharing local residents’

concerns over the busy road,

access safety and the on-

street parking congestion

that already existed.

In Issue 646 last September

we reported that the plans to

turn the old church into six

flats had been approved by

South Gloucestershire

Council, even though the

proposed parking fell short

of its minimum standards by

three spaces.

Parking
problems
near church
conversion
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Service Directory
Home

Maintenance

Garden ServicesAerials Appliances

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Blinds

Crossword SolutionSudoku Solutions

4 2 8 1 5 3 9 6 7
9 3 7 6 8 2 5 4 1
1 6 5 7 9 4 8 3 2
7 8 9 4 2 6 1 5 3
5 4 6 3 1 8 7 2 9
3 1 2 5 7 9 4 8 6
6 7 4 9 3 5 2 1 8
8 5 1 2 6 7 3 9 4
2 9 3 8 4 1 6 7 5

2-Hard1-Easy

Carpet Cleaning

Electrical

Computers

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting at

2 weeks

Boiler Service

Chimney Sweeps
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Service Directory
Plumbing Book a series

of adverts

and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4.20 per

centimetre (min 5cm)

The more weeks you

book the cheaper

each insertion

becomes

1 week - £21

2 weeks - £18.90

4 wk - £17.85

6 wk - £16.80

8 wk - £15.75

12 wk - £14.70

26 wk - £13.65

52 wk - £12.60

All prices per week

exc VAT

You don't have to book

successive weeks. 

You can choose

fortnightly, monthly 

or specific insertion

dates as long as the

total number of

insertions booked

corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting

at 2 weeks

Book a series

of adverts

and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4.20 per

centimetre (min 5cm)

The more weeks you

book the cheaper

each insertion

becomes

1 week - £21

2 weeks - £18.90

4 wk - £17.85

6 wk - £16.80

8 wk - £15.75

12 wk - £14.70

26 wk - £13.65

52 wk - £12.60

All prices per week

exc VAT

You don't have to book

successive weeks. 

You can choose

fortnightly, monthly 

or specific insertion

dates as long as the

total number of

insertions booked

corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting

at 2 weeks

Tree Services

Tree Services

Rubbish 
Clearance

Cheap and fast
We load and clear any 

household, garden, garage 
and shed clearance

Free estimates
Fully licensed
85% recycled

Call 0117 9373009
at anytime to book

Locksmiths

Roofing

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Telephone

Engineers

Waste Disposal

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Handyman

Wigs

Home Help
Sewing Lessons

Oven Cleaning
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