
Campaigners against a proposed 5G mast at

Broadlands Academy in Keynsham have been

handing out hundreds of leaflets around the town

highlighting their concerns including the potential

impact on health.

The flyers distributed by members of the group Action

Against 5G have alerted people living near the campus

in St Francis Road who knew nothing about the

proposal.

There is already a 4G mast in the grounds of the school.

Children’s nursery Broadlands Bears is also based on

the campus but we understand it closed last week.

One resident, Ali, who lives opposite the school, told

The Week In that the neighbours she has spoken to had

also been in the dark about the proposed mast upgrade

as there had been no notification from B&NES Council

to residents, nor any notices placed on lamp posts. 

Vodafone and Telefonica UK Ltd (O2) are behind the

planning application to replace the 15-metre mast (17.9

metres to the top of the antennas) with one measuring

20 metres at the top of the six antennas; there would

also be a microwave dish, remote radio units and new

equipment within the existing cabin.

Ali said she was angry and appalled at the “sneaky”

way it appeared the process was being handled and had

spoken to an officer in the council’s planning

department last week who told her that no residents had

been consulted as there was no one living within the

planning application’s boundary to consult.

Following her intervention, the council says it has now

sent letters to properties fronting the school along

Broadlands Avenue and St

Francis Road, as well as

properties with gardens

adjoining the north and

west edges of the school

boundary, to notify them

of the planning

application.  

The consultation deadline

has also been extended

until 21st May to give

people the chance to have

their say.

Continued on page 3
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Neighbourhood police teams have been carrying out

targeted patrols after officers seized knives and other

weapons in Mangotsfield. 

Police were called to St James Place at about 4.20pm last

Wednesday (28th April) by witnesses reporting seeing three

teenage boys armed with a large knife. 

Specialist firearms units were on the scene within minutes

and four boys were arrested for affray. 

One, aged 15, was also arrested on suspicion of possessing

an offensive weapon in public and possession of cannabis.

The other three, aged 15 and 16, were also arrested on

suspicion of possessing a knife in public. 

One of them, aged 16, was further arrested on suspicion of

possessing an electrical incapacitation device. 

Officers seized a number of knives and other weapons from

a nearby address. All four boys were later released on police

bail pending further inquiries. 

A police spokesperson said: “The investigation continues. If

you witnessed the incident or have any dash cam or smart

doorbell footage which could help, please call 101 quoting

reference 5221091761. 

“Alternatively ring the independent charity Crimestoppers

100 per cent anonymously on 0800 555 111.”

Police say that despite the headlines, carrying a knife is not

the norm - but it's still something they take very seriously. 

Find out what officers are doing to tackle knife crime on the

Avon & Somerset website.

Anyone concerned that someone they care for carries a knife

is urged to talk to them and encourage them to surrender it.

There are permanent knife surrender bins at police buildings

in Staple Hill, Kingswood, Keynsham, Patchway, The

Bridewell in Bristol, Radstock, Weston and Bridgwater.

Last week saw Avon & Somerset Police taking part in

Operation Sceptre, a national week of action against knife

crime, and there were temporary surrender bins at police sites

in Trinity Road and Broadbury Road in Bristol, as well as

Bath, Frome and Wells.

As part of Operation Sceptre, officers took part in targeted,

intelligence led operations, to help reduce the number of

knives on the streets. 

The police say they educate young people about the dangers

of carrying a knife through school visits, workshops,

engagement activities and initiatives.

St. James Place

Police seize knives and other
weapons and arrest four teenagers

Police are appealing for witnesses and information

following a burglary on Norton Lane in Whitchurch

between 5pm and 5.30pm on Sunday 25th April.

A 21 plate silver Ford Transit van was driven dangerously

away from the scene, narrowly missing two cyclists on

Norton Lane.

The van has since been reported stolen.

Police are particularly keen on speaking to anyone with

dash cam footage which captured the van.

Anyone who can help with the inquiry is asked to call 101

and provide the call handler with the reference

5221088882.

Narrow miss for cyclists after burglars flee the scene



Continued from page 1
Ali, who believes there are better places for a mast not

near people and particularly hundreds of pupils, said she

had been told by the headteacher Louise Hamilton that the

school is not happy that its badge had been used on Action

Against 5G’s flyer as the mast does not belong to

Broadlands and isn’t to do with the school, which would

remain “neutral” on a community issue such as this.

Action Against 5G is a national group supported by a team

of lawyers headed by leading barrister Michael Mansfield

QC. The group started legal proceedings in the High Court

in March, challenging what they say is the Government’s

failure to take sufficient notice of clearly identified health

and safety risks of wireless radiation and the increased

exposure from the rollout of 5G.

The Government supports the rollout and follows the

International Commission on Non-Ionizing Radiation

Protection’s guidance which states that 5G is safe. The

campaigners stress that they are not opposed to

technology but are opposed to untested technology.

The campaigners say there are health and environmental

concerns over the location of a 5G mast at Broadlands,

that it would be “ugly” and out of proportion in the school

and surrounding residential area, and would also increase

carbon emissions.

They also question the need for it, arguing that fibre optic

solutions are much more efficient for the internet.

Sarah Greensides from Keynsham, who wrote to The

Week In to highlight her concerns about 5G in July 2019

(Issue 585), is one of those

campaigning against the mast.

She joined the Stop 5G Bath

Facebook group to connect

with others and share research,

and also set up the Stop 5G

Keynsham group on Facebook

in 2019 to be a focus for local

concerns. She said that anyone

wishing to object to the

planning application must

include reasons other than

concerns about the effect on

health as the council must

determine applications on

planning grounds only. 

‘Appropriate location’
In their planing application, the phone giants say the

choice of installing new antennas on a new mast to replace

the existing structure at Broadlands is “appropriate” as

there is already a mast there and the location would

minimise the visual impact.

They say they recognise that the growth in mobile

communication has led, in some cases, to public concern

about perceived health effects of mobile technology, in

particular about siting masts close to local communities. 

“Quite naturally, the public seeks reassurance that masts

are not in any way harmful or dangerous. We are

committed to providing the latest independent peer-

reviewed research findings, information, advice and

guidance from national and international agencies on

radiofrequency (RF) electromagnetic fields.”

They say radio base stations are designed and built so that

the public are not exposed to radio frequency fields above

the guidelines set by the International Commission on

Non-Ionizing Radiation Protection (ICNIRP). “In fact,

radio base stations operate at low power and emit levels

of radiofrequency fields many times lower than the

ICNIRP general public guidelines.”

The applicants add that a pre-consultation letter outlining

the site proposal was sent via email to Broadlands

Academy and Broadlands Bears nursery on 24th March

as well as to local councillors and MP Jacob Rees-Mogg.

The planning application was submitted to B&NES

Council on 12th April, at which time the applicants say

they had received no comments from those they had

consulted.

The mast planning application (21/01785/FUL) was due

to be discussed at last

night’s meeting (Tuesday)

of Keynsham Town

Council’s planning and

development committee.

Action Against 5G, who are

due to deliver more flyers

this week, are organising a

virtual meeting tomorrow evening (Thursday) which

parents and residents are invited to join. People are asked

to email BATHFORSAFETECH@GMAIL.com for the

link to join.

The Week In has asked Broadlands Academy if it wishes

to respond to the health and environmental concerns.
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Anger and concern over proposed
5G mast at Keynsham school

Solar scheme
withdrawn
Broadlands Academy in Keynsham has withdrawn 

a planning application it had lodged with B&NES 

Council which sought prior approval to install solar PV 

panels on the roofs of three buildings.



Developers have lost another appeal to

build houses in the grounds of the Fleur

de Lis pub in Pucklechurch.

A previous attempt to demolish the single-

storey extension and build nine homes was

refused by South Gloucestershire Council in

February 2020 on the grounds of poor

planning and design, the impact on the

nearby Grade I listed St Thomas à Becket

Church, the impact on Pucklechurch

Conservation Area, and that there was not

enough information to assess the impact of

the loss of parking on the pub. A planning

inspector upheld the council’s decision last

August after the Brislington-based UKS

Group appealed.

The developers then went to appeal again as

the council was taking too long to make a

decision on a resubmitted application for

nine houses and the demolition of the single-

storey rear extension.

The scheme was slightly amended before the

appeal was lodged, including some design

changes and a reduction from nine proposed

houses to eight. But the planning inspector

has now said that the proposal would cause

significant harm to the character and

appearance of the Pucklechurch

Conservation Area and in particular the

identity of its commercial core. It would also

harm the setting of the Grade I listed church.

There was a “realistic possibility” that the

proposal would result in an overspill of

parking onto Shortwood Road which would

have a harmful effect on road safety, the

inspector ruled.

The developers have two more planning

applications that have yet to be determined

by the council. One is to demolish the

extension and build six homes. Those plans

were submitted last November.

Plans were also submitted last September to

change the use of the pub to a house but were

withdrawn a couple of months later. 

Then in January of this year an application

was submitted to change the use to a

house and convert the toilet block into a

micropub. 

This spring South Gloucestershire

Council’s StreetCare teams have collected

a massive 1,117 tonnes of litter and dog

waste, including 400 bags of litter (3.5

tonnes) from along the A4174 Ring Road

alone. The council thanks all the groups

and individuals who help by litter picking

in their communities: “You help to reduce

pollution in our waterways and protect

your local wildlife as well as keeping your

streets clean.”

• How satisfied are with the StreetCare

department? The council wants to hear

your views. See page 20.
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Spring clean sees 1,117
tonnes of rubbish collected

South Gloucestershire Council is

reminding drivers that while work is

taking place at the Wraxall Road

roundabout, the speed limit on the A4174

Ring Road in the area is 30mph. 

The speed limit has been reduced for the

safety of people through the area and the

people working on the scheme. 

Work began last August to convert the

existing roundabout into a fully signal

controlled ‘through-about’, a roundabout

with straight ahead traffic lanes running

through the centre. 

It will be the first of its kind in South

Gloucestershire. The 13-month project

aims to help reduce congestion and cope

with the predicted increased traffic flows

on the ring road in the future.

It also aims to reduce the number of

collisions at the roundabout and improve

safety for all road users, as well as

improving air quality and reducing

congestion on the approaches.

Works include widening all approaches

to the roundabout to three lanes of

traffic, installing new traffic signals

on the approaches and in the

throughabout, creating three lanes of

traffic in each direction through the

roundabout. 

Some vegetation on verges is being

removed to make way for the extra lanes.

‘Stick to the 30mph limit’

Pub developers lose another appeal
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The Friends of Magpie Bottom have contacted The Week

in to highlight some anti-social behaviour taking place at

the nature reserve.

Magpie Bottom runs along the Stradbrook from the A431

west of Hanham towards Kingswood. The Friends maintain

the site for the community.

The Friends tell us: “Recently we had new ducklings on the

pond. People are not following signs asking them to keep

their dogs out of that bit of water.

“Also, due to the number of people feeding the ducks there

are a few rats. Someone is mixing poison with bird seed and

placing this on edge of pond. This is harmful for dogs,

children, the ducklings, the protected water voles, field mice,

the sparrow hawk and other animals in the food chain.”

The add that the rat problem is being addressed responsibly

by the landowner.

The Friends have maintained the reserve throughout the

pandemic. Enovert are helping fund some work in the reserve

and Tesco are providing a bench this month. Meanwhile the

Co-op Local Community Fund, through the Hanham store,

is raising money to repair some paths.  

Last year the John James Bristol Foundation provided two

extra benches.

Anti-social behaviour at nature reserve
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Funding totalling almost £400,000 has been give out by

South Gloucestershire Council to community groups and

businesses to help local high streets to recover following

the pandemic and to support them to thrive into the

future.

Funding for the ‘Help us Thrive’ grant has enabled the

council to support each of the eight high streets - Kingswood,

Staple Hill, Hanham, Downend, Thornbury, Yate, Chipping

Sodbury and Filton - by funding projects aimed at

diversifying and introducing new technologies to help the

high streets evolve and embrace new ways of working. 

The grants will also support the growth of existing

employment opportunities, support local communities

helping themselves and encourage social inclusion whilst

supporting a range of community initiatives and independent

and small businesses.

The one-off grant was available for community groups who

could apply for funding up to £20,000; new businesses who

could apply for up to £10,000 and existing businesses who

could apply up to £5,000. Applications over £5,000 required

evidence of investment in kind, or match funding.

Applications opened in January 2021, and 201 were received

in total. Following a selection process, 63 applications were

approved, totalling £399,824. Each of the

unsuccessful applications will be directed to

alternative funding sources if possible or applicable.

Successful applications include the YOU

Foundation in Staple Hill for ‘The Boarding

School’, a new, indoor skateboard school which can

operate throughout the year and will help children

to feel part of a group. There has been significant

growth in skateboarding in recent years, so this

project is looking to build on that success. Parents

will have an opportunity to shop in Staple Hill while

their children are at the skate school, helping the

local area thrive. 

Another successful application was from SSAFA Bristol &

South Gloucestershire (Kingswood) for the opening of a

veterans’ hub and charity shop which will provide a place

for them to socialise, volunteer, and will highlight

Kingswood High Street to a whole new social group. 

SSAFA supports veterans and their families when in need,

and also links with other veteran charities across the country.

Veterans can also learn new skills as they reintegrate into

civilian society.   

A number of the successful applications will be subject to a

conditional or phased payment offer for them to achieve the

necessary priorities, such as the requirement to find premises

or licensing/planning requirements. Should these recipients

not be successful in meeting the conditions of their grant

offer, the money will be recycled, and a further offer made

to applications that were not successful on this occasion.

Other successful applications include:

• Kingswood: Share Bristol CIC.

• Hanham: Community Dance Show and the Eclectic store.

• Staple Hill: Bean Tree Café (square artwork) and Wild

Yeast Bakery (a new business).

• Downend: Forage and Mokka Lounge (new businesses).

£400k handed out to help high
streets in South Glos flourish

The next open virtual meeting of the

Hanham & Longwell Green Community

Engagement Forum (CEF) will take place

at 7pm on Monday (10th May).

Meanwhile the Bitton, Oldland, North

Common & Siston CEF is on Wednesday

(12th May) starting at 2pm.

The meetings are a chance for residents to

raise any concerns and find out what is

happening in their community.

Local councillors, along with

representatives from other organisations

including the police and Avon Fire &

Rescue, attend CEF meetings and there

are also public health updates.

If you wish to attend one of the meetings,

email communityengagement@southglos.

gov.uk or call 01454 865057.

Community meetings

A group of councillors are scrutinising the

Education, Health & Care Plan (EHCP)

service provided by South Gloucestershire

Council for children with special

educational needs and disabilities

(SEND).

They want to understand the experience of

parents and carers, and the information

they collect will be used to help improve

the process.

The Scrutiny Commission are working

with South Glos Parents & Carers, the

independent local parent carer forum, who

are managing the survey.

Visit https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/

SGC_EHCna_AR

The survey’s closing date is Friday 14th

May .

Families asked to
share their experiences

Kingswood High Street 
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A fireman from Keynsham is this month taking on a

280-mile challenge in full fire kit in aid of Prostate

Cancer UK, a charity close to his heart.

Based at Bath fire station, watch manager Rich Wheeler

will be putting his fitness to the test as he prepares to run

to and from work throughout May while donning his full

fire kit including leggings, tunic and helmet. 

He is hoping to complete a total of 32 runs across the 16

day and night shifts, averaging 70 miles per week totalling

an impressive 280 miles. 

Staff from across Avon Fire & Rescue Service, including

Rich’s White Watch, will be supporting him by

running and cycling alongside him to provide

encouragement.  

Motivated by his father’s recent diagnosis, Rich hopes that

by taking on the challenge, it will raise awareness of the

vital work the charity does through research, support and

campaigning to break the stigma of prostate cancer, and

to remind men to recognise the symptoms and visit their

GP if they have any concerns.

Rich said: “After my dad’s recent diagnosis, I wanted to

do something to raise awareness of the charity who’ve

supported my family through this challenging time. I

wanted to raise awareness for prostate cancer because

it’s still not spoken about enough.

“Throughout the years, my dad has supported me

through some of my most difficult times, it’s now my

time to support him through his treatment and

radiotherapy, and by helping to fundraise for this

fantastic charity.

“Over the past year charities including Prostate Cancer

UK have really struggled, and with no government

funding, the charity relies solely on donations from

people like us to be able to continue its fantastic work

into fighting prostate cancer on every front - through

research, support, information and campaigning.

“The charity needs our support now, more than ever.

I’m hoping by taking on the challenge it will raise

awareness of the charity and whatever donation I

receive however big or small will help.”

If you see Rich running along the A4 Bath Road

between Keynsham and Bath this month, give him a

beep to show your support!

If you would like to sponsor his ‘Kick Cancer in the

Balls’ fundraiser, you can donate at

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Rich-wheeler4

Firefighter takes on 280-mile challenge
in full kit for charity 

Advertising feature
New Mediterranean restaurant
and bar opens in Keynsham
A new restaurant and bar

bringing a taste of the

Mediterranean to Keynsham

launched in time for the bank

holiday weekend.

Europa has opened in the

premises in Market Walk that

were previously occupied by

Pomegranate restaurant, which

closed in February after 13

years in the town.

Europa, serving mainly

authentic Greek and Italian food, is run by

Agim Gjurgjej and his team. Agim has lived

in Keynsham for 10 years and his

background is in the hospitality industry.

The restaurant has undergone a major

refurbishment, including the addition of a

stylish new bar offering an extensive range

of drinks and cocktails.

Europa offers fine dining, lunch, brunch,

tapas, and also a roast on Sundays. The

business opened on Friday to promising

reviews from customers who praised its great

food and service.

It is currently open for outdoor dining and

takeaways. On rainy days, the restaurant will

still be open for takeaway service as usual.

Agim says they are looking forward to

welcoming customers inside the redecorated

restaurant when COVID restrictions are

eased further.

For current opening hours see Europa’s

advert, opposite. Meanwhile you can browse

the full menu of starters, pasta, risotto, fish,

grill and pizzas on Europa’s Facebook page.

Fireman Rich Wheeler pictured during
a previous fundraiser
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The annual Keynsham town meeting last Wednesday was

billed as a chance to find out about plans for Keynsham

and to ‘have your say’, and almost 60 people attended.

However, the virtual meeting was constrained as it was held

in the pre-election known as purdah - so anyone hoping to

find out more about the improvement works that get under

way in Keynsham next week was disappointed.

As we revealed in last week’s issue, vehicles will be banned

from the High Street for the upcoming enhancement works,

with the pavement closed, along with the cycle lane.

Town council chair Andy Wait told the meeting that there are

two significant programmes for Keynsham town centre. The

forthcoming Phase 1 is being carried out by B&NES Council

with funding from the West of England Combined Authority

(WECA). It will focus on the one-way system and involves

public realm improvements. 

Phase 2 is the High Street Heritage Action Zone (HS HAZ)

programme. The High Street has been awarded £1.1m from

Historic England with match funding from Keynsham Town

Council (£40,000) and from B&NES (£100,000).

Cllr Wait explained: “Unfortunately, because we are in

purdah with elections imminent for the WECA Mayor and

the Police & Crime Commissioner for Avon & Somerset

Police, there are certain matters that cannot be discussed as

this is looked upon as using the council’s resources to

advertise one political party or candidate over another. This

means that at this point in time we are unable to discuss or

answer questions on Phase 1.”

He apologised, telling the meeting: “It’s probably frustrating

for you to realise we can’t talk about Phase 1 at this stage,

but it is just as frustrating for me.”

However, he said that Helen Griffiths, project manager for

the second phase, was able to give an introduction to that

programme although she was not able to answer questions:

“During purdah, B&NES would prefer that you send your

questions to Keynsham Town Council, rather than asking

them at this meeting.”

Some of the ideas for Phase 2 have already emerged and

caused some concern, including turning the free car park

behind St John’s Church into a park and the roundabout

outside St John’s into a T-junction, as we featured in Issue

672.

No specifics were mentioned at last week’s meeting,

however.

Ms Griffiths explained that the areas being looked at in the

HS HAZ project are the Upper High Street area, the core

High Street area and the top of Temple Street. She said the

masterplan involves consultants using their expertise to look

at Keynsham from “a different perspective” and that over the

next couple of months, information will be coming out and

people can then contribute their thoughts and ideas. 

She said: “The aims of the programme are to create an

attractive and accessible public realm that responds to the

historic environment and character of the conservation area

and engages people to view Keynsham as a destination of

choice for shopping, services and leisure.”

She said there are six themes of the masterplan: ‘greener’

areas; support for ‘day-to evening’ economies; enhancing and

preserving the character of the High Street; improving streets

and public spaces, creating a varied mix of pocket parks and

spaces that allow play and sport and other social uses;

supporting Keynsham’s culture and events by creating

flexible spaces; and better connectivity and accessibility

which will prioritise active travel but also cater for people

with accessibility needs.

People can send any questions and comments to the town

council at townclerk@keynsham-tc.gov.uk and the answers

will be posted there in due course, as well as on a new HS

HAZ website that is being set up.

Frustration as pre-election rules
limit discussion at public meeting

Traffic congestion in Keynsham was one of the issues

raised at the annual town meeting.

A resident highlighted the “huge increase” of new builds

in the area which has contributed to the problem, saying:

“There just doesn’t seem to be any let-up with the

traffic, especially at school times and peak hours

through the day.”

Chair of the town council Andy Wait said he had always

been surprised at how congested the town gets at about

8.30am and 3pm: “I just wonder if it’s possible to save

some of those journeys to make life a bit better because

we need to change to some extent the way we work.”

He added: “There will no road infrastructure

improvements until such times as we have even more

new houses,” adding that this was a regional decision.

Spotlight on town’s
traffic congestion 

Work starts in Keynsham next week
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A Blue Badge holder told last week’s annual Keynsham

town meeting that the current closure of the High Street

to traffic during the day because of social distancing to

support pedestrians has made it “impossible” for him to

shop there.

He said: “The municipal car park is too far away for me to

walk and the disabled bays are often full.”

Chair of the council Andy Wait said that originally the High

Street had been closed for social distancing between 9am and

5pm but on the basis of comments from people with

disabilities, it had been changed from 10am to 4pm and some

bays by HSBC had been changed to allow disabled parking.

“If I had my way, I’d make all the bays in the High Street

disabled,” he said, adding that at least the change had given

two hours a day for people with ability difficulties to get into

the High Street.

The town clerk said it was promising that the High Street

Heritage Action Zone project is looking at accessibility

improvements and said B&NES Council is already

considering putting in additional disabled bays in Temple
Street.

Another resident told the meeting that the town centre

improvement ideas were laudable: “But it lacks one

completely fundamental basic thing which I know is causing

a lot of people to stress and it is deterring people from using

the High Street and is inhibiting the level of footfall you can

expect for the shops, and that is the absence of a public

toilet.”

He said many people arrive in Keynsham at Ashton Way car

park where the public toilet block has been shut for some

years. Cllr Wait said that public toilets are a B&NES Council

issue but he shared the resident’s frustration and said that he

had introduced a toilet scheme in which four town centre

businesses – Temple Street Canteen, The Ship, Grounded and

Café Dahlia - allow people to use their toilets.

Need for better accessibility and
public toilets flagged up

Alongside the heritage programme, Keynsham is one of

the few towns in England to be chosen to take part in the

National Cultural Programme this summer and is being

twinned with another historic market town - Bedford.

The programme is led by Historic England in partnership

with Arts Council England and the National Lottery

Heritage Fund and will feature new digital and physical

artworks.

Historic England will unofficially 'twin' towns and

contemporary artists will be creating artworks which

connect high streets. Artists Ellie Shipman and Katy

Hawkins will be working to explore the history of

Keynsham and Bedford, 120 miles away as part of the

Twin Towns project. Originally this was going to be

through creative signage installations, but this week Ellie

told us: “The project is going down a slightly different

route and won't use the road traffic signs any more but will

rather be a series of prompt cards developed with

community groups, then mapping workshops and

culminating in creating banners together.”

Artists draw inspiration from Keynsham & Bedford 

The boarded-up public toilets at Ashton Way
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Fears over new plague of

plastic rain   
Dear Editor    

Whilst the Week In publication is dedicated for

local distribution there are exceptional issues

that reach out to the nation and the world that

need to be dealt with now, and this is one of

them.

The following is extracted from the Daily Mail

publication of 19th April 2021 by Geoffrey

Lean.

“It’s the latest terrifying evidence of the damage

unchecked pollution is doing to the planet -

microplastics are literally  pouring from the

sky… Trillions of tiny particles of the material,

called microplastics, now contaminate every

crevice of the earth, from the highest mountains

to the deepest marine trenches.

“They are increasingly being found in birds,

insects, mammals and sea life, in the food

we eat, the water we drink, and the air we

breathe. 

And they end up in us too. They have even

recently been found in human placentas.”

His report also says: “And according to a study

published in the journal Environment Science &

Technology, people may be consuming some

50,000 microscopic particles a year in food and

drink. And we can add another 24,000 or so

breathed in from the air.”

The remainder of the article by Geoffrey Lean

contains more information of extreme concern.

I have written to The Honourable Jacob-Rees

Mogg MP, asking him to help by raising the

matter in the House of Commons

We the public must do all we can to reduce the

use of plastic.

Brian T Jenkins

Keynsham

Spend the £25m for

Kingswood wisely   
Dear Editor    

The Kingswood Voice in an article in February

2021 reported the £25m bonanza to follow on

the £10m from WECA (Love Our High Streets)

given in 2018 for Kingswood.

However South Gloucestershire Council say it

(2018) was only £3m for Kingswood and then

spent £268k on:

1). Appointment of a senior urban designer to

lead the masterplan for Kingswood centre.

2). Submission of a Heritage Action Zone

business case for the Whitfield Tabernacle.

3). Development of a National Lottery business

case for Kingswood Park.

4) & For the high street, an eco-sweeper and

solar-powered compaction bins.

Then another £682k on Whitfield Tabernacle.

The next £25m is to include buying up property

and commercial premises, currently vacant (just

when everyone else seems to be wanting to

leave?)

Remember what the council have previously

done to the biggest area of paved public open

space in the high street shopping centre, where

there was space for the community, including a

very large Christmas tree, lighting and lifting the

area.

Now in its place we have a new building for a

Boswells café (although plenty of suitable retail

spaces surround it, e.g., Costa and Greggs) and

right next to it is a large van selling meat parked

on the paved pedestrian area, restricting access

on the main thoroughfare and needing to

squeeze and filter through the gap (despite

COVID risks!)

Let’s trust that the £25m will be actually well

spent, with the most physically impacting the

Kingwood high street and centre

Alex

Kingswood

Mandate for change?   
Dear Editor    

In 2016 South Gloucestershire Council set up a

Direct Debit mandate for the Garden Waste

Service. In 2020 this easy method of payment

was terminated. 

I therefore paid by debit card on the telephone

in April 2020. In April this year I was informed

by the council that I could not pay by debit card

and the only method of payment was to renew

the subscription by setting up a new online

account. I attempted to do this but my email

address was rejected, successive verification

codes were rejected and new passwords were

rejected. 

Having wasted several hours getting nowhere, I

telephoned the council and was told that Direct

Debit payment would be accepted and within

minutes I received a receipt.

I am aware that I made the mistake of paying in

April 2020. 

The result was that my bin would not be

collected this May unless I paid on time.

However, if I had not paid in April 2020 my

subscription would have been extended until

August 2020.

Why does South Gloucestershire Council not

reintroduce the simple Direct Debit mandate

system which worked so well for four years?                                 

Name supplied

Help us uncover ancient

house’s history   
Dear Becky    

Mangotsfield has a long history and Rodway

Hill House must be amongst the oldest homes

in this area of South Gloucestershire still being

lived in.

Local residents would welcome any readers’

information on its past.

Cllr Michael Bell

Tel: 07875 631817

LETTERS

More than 300 wearable tech

wristbands have been given out by

Avon & Somerset Police since

February alone to safeguard people

living with dementia. 

The initiative was first launched last

September in collaboration with the Senior

Citizen Liaison Team charity and Avon

Fire & Rescue Service. In February, an

additional 2,000 wristbands were made

available thanks to funding from Bristol

Dementia Action Alliance Charity, Senior

Citizen Liaison Team, Wessex Water,

Bristol Water and Western Power

Distribution.

Using Near Field Communication (NFC)

technology, the wristband stores essential

information about the wearer, including

their name and details of next of kin. 

This information can be used by

emergency services, health professionals

or community members to get the wearer

back to safety should they be found whilst

lost or confused. 

There are still plenty of wristbands

available to the public and care homes free

of charge. To apply for one, visit the

Dementia Safeguarding Scheme (also

known as the Herbert Protocol) at

http://ow.ly/Ap3O50EzQop

How tech wristbands are helping

to keep dementia sufferers safe
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SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 9th May

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green

(10.30am-4pm) 

Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm) 

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)

Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park 

(9.30am-4.30pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG

(9am-7pm) 

Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH

(10am-4pm)

Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)

Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds

(10am-4pm)

Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway

(11am-5pm)

Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard

There are fears that potential noise and smells from the

giant food waste plant being proposed on the outskirts of

Keynsham won’t be scrutinised by B&NES Council when

it decides whether to grant planning permission. 

The concerns have been raised by the town planning

consultancy employed by campaign group POKE (Protect

Our Keynsham Environment).

As we reported in Issue 675, the team has already submitted

a detailed objection to the council about the anaerobic

digestion plant which will produce gas and electricity for

injection into the local grid networks.

But now the director of Earlsfield Town Planning Rob Duff

has written again to highlight POKE’s concerns that the

environmental impacts might not be considered or examined

in enough detail to lawfully determine it.

He said: “Members of POKE are concerned that the council’s

environmental health officer (EHO) seems to be deferring

consideration of environmental matters to the Environment

Agency (EA) whereas the EA is advising that they cannot

comment on such matters until an environmental permit

application is made. No such application has been made. 

“The LPA, EA and the EHO seems to have unreasonably

misunderstood their liabilities and duty of care to residents.”

The letter continues: “Members of POKE are concerned

about the impact from noise, odour and air quality resultant

from the development and these matters seemingly will not

be professionally assessed and thus considered in the

determination for planning permission.”

He urges B&NES to get professional assessment of the

development and not to “in my opinion unlawfully, rely upon

a future permit application to the EA as an excuse not to fulfil

its lawful function as an LPA and consider all material

considerations prior to determining the submitted

application”.

Legal warning to council
over food waste plant plan

Here are the locations in our area where you can expect to

see police mobile speed cameras this week. 

South Gloucestershire:

At Sweets Road in Kingswood; on the A431 Bath Road at

Swineford; in Upton Cheyney at Marshfield Lane and

Brewery Hill; in Oldland Common on the A4175; in

Longwell Green on Court Farm Road, Ellacombe Road

and Shellards Road; in Hanham on Abbots Road and

Whittucks Road; in Staple Hill on Gloucester Road; in

Downend on the A4017 Bromley Heath Road and North

Street, at Cleeve Hill and on the A432 Badminton Road;

on the A4174 ring road near Junction 1 of the M32; in

Wick on Milford Avenue; at Tower Lane in Warmley and

at Mill Lane at North Common.

Bath & North East Somerset: 

In Keynsham at Queens Road, Rock Road, Albert Road,

Bristol Road, Coronation Avenue and the B3116

Wellsway; in Saltford on Manor Road, Grange Road and

Norman Road; on the A37 at Pensford; on the A431 at

Kelston.

Bristol:

On the A4 Bath Road at Hicks Gate; in Hengrove on

Petherton Road, Great Hayles Road, A37 Wells Road,

A4174 Hengrove Way, Tarnock Avenue, Hengrove Lane,

Hengrove Way and Cadogan Road; in Brislington on the

A4 Brislington Hill, Talbot Road, Allison Road, A4174

Callington Road, Wick Road, Hungerford Road and

School Road. In Fishponds on Thicket Avenue and the

A432 Fishponds Road; in St George on the A420 Bell Hill

Road/Two Mile Hill Road, Hillside Road, the A431 Air

Balloon Road/Nags Head Hill, the Kingsway, Plummers

Hill and Blackswarth Road; at Argyle Road at Mayfield

Park; on Forest Road in Hillfields; in Whitehall on

Whitehall Road and Whitehall Avenue; in Whitchurch on

Hazelbury Road, Ridgeway Lane and Whitchurch Lane;

in Stockwood on Ladman Road, Sturminster Road and

Stockwood Lane.

Mobile speed camera locations

The Resourceful Earth site



Crossword
ACROSS
1. Run away (7)

5. Foundation (5)

8. Anger (3)

9. Relapse (7)

10. Fruit (5)

11. Eye infections (5)

13. Draw in (7)

15. Currency (4)

17. Football (6)

19. Tumult (6)

22. Female child (4)

24. Cotton fabric (7)

26. Deal out (5)

29. Stinks (5)

30. Showing sorrow (7)

31. Poem (3)

32. Indian province (5)

33. Arm exercise (5-2)

DOWN

1. Wall hanging (5)

2. Waterlogged (5)

3. Supervise (7)

4. Exclude (6)

5. Animal (5)

6. Female voice (7)

7. Refuge (7)

12. Also (3)

14. Extended journey (4)

16. Exhort (4)

17. Spanish drink (7)

18. Tell all (7)

20. Appease (7)

21. Fuss (3)

23. Part of foot (6)

25. Surrey racecourse (5)

27. Raises (5)

28. Spring flower (5)

With warmer weather on the horizon, Avon Fire &

Rescue Service is supporting a national campaign urging

local people to ‘Be Water Aware’.

As the sun shines and temperatures rise, people may be

tempted to take a swim or cool off in rivers, lakes or weirs,

so the National Fire Chiefs Council has been running a

campaign in the past week, urging people not to be

complacent when spending time in and around water.

The campaign raises awareness of the risk of accidental

drowning and is part of a national strategy which aims to cut

water-related deaths by 50 per cent by 2026. 

Drowning is amongst the leading causes of accidental death

- 223 people accidentally drowned in the UK in 2019 and

44% of these people just happened to be near water and had

no intention of entering the water and 82% of these fatalities

were male; 33% of accidental drownings involved drink

and/or drugs. 

As the first lockdown was lifted and restrictions eased last

year, many people headed to coastal and inland water to

spend time outdoors especially as this was coupled with some

fantastic weather. As lockdown restrictions lift this year it is

anticipated that people will again look to spend time near

water, with many people also enjoying staycations.

Following simple advice will help reduce the number of

accidental drownings and the many more injuries following

water-related incidents.

• Never swim alone, you never know when you may need

help.

• Alcohol impairs your judgement and your ability to swim,

if you’ve consumed alcohol, don’t enter the water.

• Be aware of rip tides and currents – they are almost

impossible to swim against.

• Actively supervise children in and around the water.

• Never enter the water to try to rescue someone, call 999 and

ask for the fire service if inland and the Coastguard if you are

at the coast.

If you do find yourself unexpectedly in the water, don’t panic,

extend your arms and legs and float on your back. Remember,

Float to Live.

Meghann Elvin, children and young persons manager in the

Risk Reduction Team at Avon Fire & Rescue Service, said:

“When the weather is nice, we all know that our local

beaches, rivers and lakes become very busy with people

looking to relax or cool off in the water.

“We want to make sure that people can enjoy themselves

safely when relaxing in and around the water, which is why

we’re asking people to be water aware.

“By sharing these safety tips, we hope to reduce the number

of preventable drownings and make sure people can enjoy

themselves and remain safe.”

Water safety advice as the weather warms up

The River Avon at Saltford is popular with swimmers

12                                                                                                                                                                                                                              The Week in • Wednesday 5th May 2021

Keynsham Life Saving Club will start

COVID-secure training this coming

Sunday (9th May), offering new and

existing members the opportunity to

complete the Royal Life Saving

Society’s Water Smart Award ready

for summer.

You’ll learn essential water safety

skills, including how to spot hazards

and stay safe in open water. You will

also learn how to react if you see

someone in difficulty in the water,

and how to rescue them safely. You’ll

get to sample some competition

events, learn communication skills,

and use specialised rescue equipment

such as torpedo buoys, throw-bags

and paddle boards.

The sessions will start in the familiar

surroundings of the swimming pool,

then there will be the chance to put

skills into practice in a controlled

open-water environment on the River

Avon, guided and supported by expert

instructors.

For more details visit www.klsc.co.uk 

Keynsham Life Saving Club gets ready for summer

Keynsham Life Saving Club
instructor Andy Hill jumps into
the water to rescue a simulated
casualty
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Play Streets are set to make a comeback in Bristol from May.

The city council has reopened applications for Play Streets

and says that following the past year, it’s a great way to bring

neighbours back together and give children a play-filled

summer to remember.

A Temporary Play Street Order lets residents close a street to

traffic so children can play. You can apply to shut your street

as often as once a week for up to three hours.

You need to apply at least six weeks before the first playing

out session.

Residents must be allowed access by vehicle at all times and

arrangements need to be made to get barriers and signs in

place.

To apply visit www.bristol.gov.uk/streets-travel/playing-out

The Playing Out website has more information on how to

organise events at https://playingout.net/

Playing in the
street returns

St Anne’s House in Brislington is a new creative and

community hub launching this summer.

Bricks, which works with Bristol’s creative, local and social

enterprise communities, is taking on two floors of St Anne’s

House to test ideas for how a creative community hub can

work.

St Anne’s House will support communities to come together

in the wake of COVID-19, providing space for community

activities and meetings; exhibition and project space for

creative projects; workspace for ‘Work Near Home’ (office

and desk space rental); and artist studios

Find out more at https://www.bricksbristol.org/projects/st-

annes/

New creative and
community hub

South Gloucestershire Council’s Road Safety Team

joined Avon & Somerset Police recently to carry out

safety checks on commercial vehicles. 

Overall, 53 vehicles were checked and safety issues

were found with 40 of them - that's 75%.

Some of the issues found in the crackdown held at The

Mall included illegal tyres, overweight vehicles, non-

functional lights and a trailer without a breakaway cable

or lights connected.

Many of these problems affect stopping distances,

reduce control over the vehicle or make it hard for other

road users to anticipate their manoeuvres with the

potential to cause serious accidents. 

Spot checks
highlight
safety issues
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I would like to give a massive thank

you to all the volunteers who have

supported the community during this

pandemic. 

We have a number of volunteers who

have supported the vulnerable and self-

isolating during this challenging time.

During this time we have also had a

major refurbishment of our play park,

more details below.

Nick Kirk, Chairman of

Whitchurch Village Council.

We would also like to thank Sue and

Richard Dean of The Music Box for

providing the community with local

groceries during the pandemic, they

have been a real asset to the village.

The Community Page

Whitchurch Village Council

How to contact your Village Council:

Mrs Sue Dyer, Whitchurch Village Council

Telephone 01275 839873

Or email

info@whitchurchvillagecouncil.co.uk

Next week’s Community Page – 
Siston Parish Council

The 26th March 2021 saw the opening of our newly

refurbished play park. The previous equipment was

becoming outdated and expensive to maintain. 

With money received from Section 106 funds we were able

to totally revamp the play area with an addition of a Multi

use games area, table tennis table and cycle rack. After

consulting with residents our focus was on maximum play

value, inclusivity and to benefit the whole of the local

community.

We are encouraging visitors to walk and cycle as car parking

at the site is limited and time restricted. If you must drive

please ensure you park safely and if the park is busy consider

visiting at quieter time.

Despite challenges of the pandemic and adverse weather the

finished results have provided very popular with users and

lots of positive feedback has been received.

Refurbished play park

New councillor
We are delighted to announce that Joseph Fox has been

co-opted onto the Village Council. He is one of the

youngest councillors to join the team. We look forward

to him adding a new dimension to our work in the

village.

Litter picking
Our usual litter picking events had to be cancelled,

however residents have been using their daily exercise

time to collect litter and improve the environment, our

thanks to these residents.
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Keynsham-based radio station KTCRfm has received

funding from train operator GWR to make a series of

programmes based around its network and the search is

now on to find would-be presenters.

Out and About Railway Broadcasting is an initiative by the

radio station to teach interview, outside broadcast recording,

editing and production skills together with opportunities to

access the region by train.

As part of GWR’s franchise agreement with the Department

for Transport, the train operator is committed to supporting

schools, colleges, community and other not-for-profit

organisations by aiding a number of initiatives. 

Now as the rail network begins to return to more normal

operations this summer as the country emerges from

lockdown, the plan is to produce a series of 30-minute

broadcasts on day trip destinations which can be reached by

train from Keynsham railway

station. In some respects, this would

be an audio version of the hugely

popular TV series ‘Great Railway

Journeys’ fronted by Michael Portillo. But the plan is that

these programmes will be produced and presented by local

people from different walks of life and with no previous

experience of broadcasting. There is no requirement to wear

bright coloured jackets either!

The presenters, once selected, will be trained and mentored

in the different recording and editing skills required to

produce a programme and the shows will be broadcast later

this year on KTCRfm. The aim of the initiative is to give local

people the opportunity to become involved with a new

activity which can bring social benefits and even provide

employment skills.

The GWR rail network extends across a wide area and trains

connect Keynsham with destinations on the south coast as

well as in Gloucestershire, Worcestershire and South Wales.

GWR’s community manager Emma Morris said: “We have a

specific pot of money designed to help support schools,

colleges and community or other not-for-profit organisations.

“There are areas of significant social deprivation in the

Keynsham area and KTCRfm already provides a valuable

service. This initiative will further target those areas and the

broadcasts will hopefully prove really successful.”

If you think you would like to be involved in the project and

perhaps become a future Michael Portillo, then email

ktcrfm@gmail.com with a few words about yourself and an

idea of what destination on the GWR network you would like

to feature.

Could you be the next Michael Portillo?
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Plans to build two bungalows on land at

Bridgeyate which is the subject of

enforcement action have been refused.

The applicant suggested the land next to The

Hollybush pub on Bath Road is in a

sustainable location and that the plans would

bring a derelict “brownfield” site into

residential use. 

The site currently has no ecological or

economical benefit and is contaminated with

Japanese Knotweed, they added.

But South Gloucestershire Council planners

planners said the site is within the Green Belt

and the proposal does not fall within the

limited categories of development usually

considered appropriate. 

They said it would result in significant harm

to the openness of the Green Belt and encroach

into the open countryside. A previous

application for four houses on the site was

refused two years ago on the same grounds.

The enforcement action relates to the use of

the land for open-air storage of construction

materials, machinery, and for the stationing of

two caravans. In 2017 the council refused an

application for a Certificate of Existing Lawful

Use which claimed that the land had been used

for storage purposes for more than 10 years. 

Council officers say that during a recent site

visit it appears that there was still some

unlawful use taking place at the site. An

enforcement notice is in place on the land,

which map evidence suggests has been

undeveloped since the 1830s.

Council rejects housing on enforcement notice land

Van break-in attempt
There was an attempt to break into a van parked on

Chewton Road in Chewton Keynsham between 9pm on

Monday 26th April and 9.30am on Tuesday 27th.

The door lock was drilled but no entry was made and

nothing was stolen. If you have any information

regarding this incident contact the police on 101 or

Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111.

Criminal damage to cars
A car parked on James Road in Staple Hill was damaged

when someone threw a brick through the driver’s side

window between 9pm on Thursday 22nd April and

10.50am on Friday 23rd April. Police say there was no

attempt to enter the vehicle and another car at the

location was also damaged in the same way. If you have

any information about this criminal damage call the

police on 101 or Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.

New date for Armed Forces Day

The organisers of the annual South Gloucestershire

Armed Forces Day have moved this year’s event that

was due to take place on Saturday 19th June to Saturday

21st August which they hope will be a safer month in

terms of COVID-19. Staple Hill and Kingswood have

hosted the day on previous occasions and this year it will

be the turn of Chipping Sodbury.

Everyone is invited to the event which sees veterans,

marching bands, Army and Air Cadets, members of the

Scouting movement and military vehicles taking part.

Diocese ditches fossil
fuel investments
The Diocese of Bristol, which in November 2019

declared a climate emergency and became the first in the

UK to commit to reach net zero carbon emissions by

2030, last week announced it is ditching fossil fuel

companies and committing to its investments that remain

free of holdings in coal, oil and gas in future. The Rt Rev

Vivienne Faull, Bishop of Bristol, said: “In taking

seriously our response to the climate emergency, I’m

pleased to be able to share that the Diocesan Board of

Finance has made this commitment to disinvest from

fossil fuels.”

The organisers of the Bath Half Marathon announced last

week that this year’s event has been postponed until 13th

March 2022 due to COVID restrictions for large-scale

events plus planned infrastructure projects on the highways

network in the city.

The largest charity fundraising event in the South West had

been due to take place on 5th September but with just over

four months to go, Running High Events said they still did

not have clarification from the Government on key factors,

such as whether social distancing would be required,

whether spectators would be permitted and whether

participants would be required to provide certification of

COVID status.

“We also feel that the restrictions that are likely to remain

on large-scale public events this year will change the

community character of our event and prevent us from

delivering the Bath Half Marathon in the way our runners

expect.

“Furthermore, following consultation with B&NES

Council, we have also been informed that access to

the highways for the event will be compromised by a

number of infrastructure projects planned this autumn,

including the unavoidable repairs to Cleveland Bridge,

which were postponed in 2020, and which is a key part of

the diversion route around the city during the event road

closures.

“We are particularly disappointed for the thousands

of local runners who regularly take part in the Bath

Half Marathon, and for the impact this postponement

will have on our 80 local charity partners and local

voluntary groups as well as our national charity partners

who will lose out on critical fundraising at this challenging

time.”

Bath Half Marathon is postponed until 2022
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KTCRfm has reached the halfway point in its

serialisation of the new radio soap Greenborne and

Episode Six begins with Sandra and Chloe picking up the

pieces, quite literally, after someone put a brick through

their shop window.

As the community rallies

round to help the couple,

questions are asked as to

who would do such a thing

and why. Could it really be

a reaction in this day and

age to a gay relationship?

Greenborne may still be a village but it’s firmly rooted in the

21st century. Could it not be a commercial rival – after all

Chloe did upset those other coffee truck owners when she

unwittingly stole their patch. As to who, well someone was

seen running off, but they were too far away to be recognised.

Or were they? Sandra knows more than she is letting on, at

least until she catches up with Lewis from the pub.

And Lewis was the reason twin sister Daisy was in trouble

with the police. Although she had yet to pass her driving test,

she agreed to rescue Lewis and his pal Jeet from a drunken

night out – and promptly had a scrape with Chloe’s car. Chloe

reported it to the police, Daisy received a caution and Lewis

was angry. Hearing his confession, Sandra is happy to let the

matter drop as long as Lewis stumps up the cash for the new

window. Matters become even more complicated by Jeet.

Lewis had already mistaken the signals that Jeet had feelings

for him, but in fact it is his sister Daisy who he wants. When

he plucks up the courage to ask her out, she can’t get away

because she is helping out in the post office. So she calls in

the favour from her brother and Lewis stands in behind the

counter while she slips off with her ‘mysterious’ hot date.

Tania and Matt begin to question whether they made the right

decision to leave inner city life behind and take over the

village post office last year. Matt hasn’t been pulling his

weight and the figures don’t look good. But a heart to heart

amidst the birdsong on the village green reminds them why

they want to give the children a better start in life than the

one they had. The harmony is shattered however when they

return to the post office to find £200 missing from the till.

And who was the last person to be working in the shop?

The next episode of Greenborne will be broadcast on

KTCR’s Spoken Word Show on 105.8fm today (Wednesday)

at 2pm and on Sunday at 3pm. Alternatively, listen again at

www.ktcrfm.com

Soap watch
Shop windows and relationships
in pieces in Greenborne

Daisy is played by Luci Fish and Lewis by Finley Pile



18                                                                                                                                                                                                                              The Week in • Wednesday 5th May 2021

Saltford Hall may not have been open to the public much

this past year because of the pandemic but that hasn’t

stopped a great deal of activity taking place behind closed

doors. 

As those doors open to the community again, people will be

welcomed back by some exciting new facilities, most

noticeably the complete refurbishment of the main hall.

Over the last 14 months, Saltford Community Association

(SCA) have invested heavily into the renovations with many

improvements taking place during the

periods of lockdown in 2020/2021. 

All the first floor rooms have been

redecorated, with new ceilings and

LED lighting panels. Equipment in

the main kitchen has been

modernised and the long-awaited

mezzanine balcony in the main hall

has been constructed to accommodate

the sound and lighting control

equipment. 

There have also been updates to the

office computing equipment, unifying

the booking and accounting systems

for a more streamlined process. 

The refurbishment of the main hall is now also complete.

Since the beginning of the year, local firms have been

carrying out the improvements which include the installation

of a new ceiling, with improved thermal insulation, new

overhead LED lighting, a new lighting bar for front of stage,

and a complete redecoration for the first time in more than

25 years. SCA say they are just waiting for new curtains

which are being made nearby.

SCA are delighted with the upgraded facilities and grateful

for the financial support they have received for the different

projects from Government COVID grants, Saltford Parish

Council and the Ibstock Enovert Trust. 

Looking further ahead there are plans including the

construction of a canopy to create covered space for external

seating for catering and other purposes, and improved

facilities for video conferencing.

If you would like to contact Saltford Hall to inquire about

booking the facilities, email office@saltfordhall.co.uk or call

01225 874081.

Newly-refurbished hall prepares
to welcome the community again 

A planning application to turn an agricultural building

in Bitton into holiday accommodation has been

submitted to South Gloucestershire Council.

The application says the site at Phyllishades is “within

the beautifully remote and serene Golden Valley” and

there are many leisure and recreation activities within a

five-mile radius, many of which offer sustainable

transport travel options.

The plan is to convert the storage building into a one-

bed holiday let with cycle store and parking. The

planning reference is P21/02940/F.

Holiday let plan
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Avon & Somerset Police are reminding

the public to be cautious following a

number of recent reports of telephone

fraud received by their control room.

The scam calls involve fraudsters calling

potential victims claiming to be police

officers and giving out a false collar number.

The police say: “In reports we’ve received,

the caller states that they have a person in

custody in possession of their bank cards and

asks for the victim to confirm their bank

details over the phone. 

“Anyone can be a victim of fraud and

telephone scams can be very convincing.

Remember, police will never ask you to hand

over personal banking details or money.

Neither will banks or other legitimate

organisations and agencies.

“If you are unsure if what you’re being told

may be a scam, then hang up the phone – the

person at the other end of the phone will not

be offended by you being cautious if they are

who they claim to be.”

You can call police on 101 to verify an

officer's details or report attempted fraud. 

More information on how to prevent being a

victim of fraud is available on Action Fraud's

website - https://www.actionfraud.police.uk/

Warning over phone scammers
claiming to be police officers 

Dawn Chorus Walks organised by Avon

Wildlife Trust are being held at Stockwood

Open Space and Dundridge Woodland

near Conham Vale later this month.

The Stockwood one is on Monday 24th

May and the Dundridge one the following

day.

People are encouraged to wrap up warm

for the 4am start. Numbers are being

limited at both events. To find out more

and to book email

mywildcity@avonwildifetrust.org.uk

Meanwhile the trust is running an online

tree identification course next Monday

(10th May). To find out more email

learning@avonwildlifetrust.org.uk

Enjoy the dawn chorus



A landlord from Speedwell has been placed under an

overnight curfew in her home and ordered to pay just

under £7,000 in compensation and costs after pleading

guilty to unlawfully evicting her lodger, in a case brought

by Bristol’s Rogue Landlord Unit. 

The landlord Juliet Matorerwa has been ordered to remain in

her home between 8pm and 6am each day for the next three

months after admitting illegally evicting the lodger under the

Protection from Eviction Act 1977, which makes the

harassment and unlawful eviction of a residential occupier a

criminal offence, during the case that was heard at Bristol

Crown Court. 

Ms Matorerwa, of Hollybrook Park, Speedwell, let a spare

room in her home to a lodger on a fixed-term agreement for

six months in 2019. Following a breakdown in their

relationship, the court heard that Ms Matorerwa harassed

the lodger, culminating in her eviction in October 2019

before their contractual agreement came to an end,

leaving the vulnerable and pregnant lodger effectively

homeless. 

After a complaint, Bristol City Council’s Rogue Landlord

Unit opened an investigation into the eviction and brought a

prosecution against Ms Matorerwa. 

Passing sentence, the judge, HHJ Hart, told Ms Matorerwa:

“You behaved in an inappropriate way towards her and

evicted her 11 days prior to the date in which her occupation

was due to end. The way in which it happened was wholly

unacceptable. 

“This case demonstrates that the city council in Bristol will

take people’s housing rights seriously regardless of whether

there is a long-standing tenant or short-term lodger. Such

rights should not be interfered with.” 

Tom Gilchrist, Bristol City Council’s Private Housing

Service manager, said: "The message to all residential

landlords in Bristol is, your lodgers do have rights. You need

to follow the correct legal procedure for any eviction. If not,

our officers will, if appropriate, take enforcement action to

ensure tenants’ rights are upheld.’’

Illegal eviction and harassment of tenants and lodgers are

serious criminal offences.  If you are the victim of an illegal

eviction, contact the Rogue Landlord Unit on 0117 3525010

or visit the page at the Bristol City Council website.
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Public Notice

Landlord’s curfew after lodger unlawfully evicted

A new bereavement support group serving Lyde Green

and Emersons Green started last week.

The STAR Peer Bereavement Support Group (Share,

Talk and Remember) meets on the second and fourth

Thursday of the month from 10am to 11.30am at Lyde

Green Community Centre.

Run by the community for the community, this group

aims to provide support for anyone who has experienced

a loss of any kind or a difficult transition in life.

For more information and to find out how to join contact

Teresa on 01179 093078 or email

revtmt@blueyonder.co.uk

Bereavement
support group
launches St Mary’s Church in Bitton has been awarded a grant

as part of the second round of the Government’s

Culture Recovery Fund.

The National Lottery Heritage Fund and Historic

England have allocated £44mm to more than 470

heritage organisations in the second round of the

Culture Recovery Fund which in total consisted of

nearly £400m in grants and loans to help the culture

and heritage sector reopen and recover. 

St Mary’s, which is a Grade I listed building of

historic importance. has been granted up to £15,700.

Nicola Bennetts, of St Mary’s Church, said: “St

Mary’s aims to be at the heart of the community in

Bitton, as a place of worship and a centre for

community events; we also attract visitors from

further afield to this historic and ancient church. This

grant will help us to reopen this summer and to

continue to tell its rich story.”

The grant will provide a much-needed boost to the

church’s maintenance fund and enable some

improvements to safe opening and communications.

Bitton church wins grant
from Culture Recovery Fund

A temporary resting place put in place in Brislington at the

start of the coronavirus pandemic is now being

decommissioned.

The mortuary, with space for up to 240 bodies, was set up

at the city council’s Sandy Park vehicle depot last March

to cope with an anticipated rise in the numbers of

coronavirus deaths. Work has been under way to dismantle

and remove it in stages, with the remaining containers due

to be removed from the site today (Wednesday).

In a letter to local residents the council said: “Sandy Park

has not been stood up, i.e. actually used as a temporary

resting place since it was installed, and this step to now

remove the facility is positive as we follow the roadmap

out of this pandemic.”

The council thanked local residents for their support and

understanding over the past year.

Temporary resting place
is decommissioned
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Situations Vacant

How satisfied are residents with South

Gloucestershire Council’s StreetCare

department?

The department provides a wide range of

services including waste collections,

maintaining the roads and pavements, street

lighting and winter maintenance.

The council has just launched its StreetCare

Satisfaction Survey 2021 and is inviting

residents to give their feedback. The survey

will take around five to 10 minutes to

complete, and the council says the answers

will help it improve the services it provides.

People are asked a series of questions about

the waste collection service and Sort It

centres; what they think about the state of

local roads, footpaths, pavements and cycle

lanes and about efforts to tackle congestion.

There are also questions about the state of

grass verges, open spaces and parks

including how well the council enforces fly-

tipping.

The survey also asks people how often they

use bus services in South Gloucestershire and

what they think about them as well as about

bus stops and shelters.

You can respond to the survey on the

council’s website. Paper copies of the

consultation survey can also be requested.

Call 01454 868000.

By taking part in the survey you can be

entered into a prize draw to win one of five

£20 shopping vouchers.

The survey closes on 23rd May.

Have your say on how South Glos
Council can improve services

Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore visited

Parkwall Primary School in Cadbury

Heath for the grand opening of its

redeveloped school library.

Mr Skidmore met with head of school

Gary Risdale and pupils who showed him

around their new library and sat down

with him to discuss their favourite books

and authors. 

The youngsters explained how they had

organised the library by genre and tested

him on his knowledge, as well as telling

him about what they would like to be

when they are older.

The MP, who has published several

books on history, was especially pleased

to talk with pupils about the kinds of

books they most love and to answer their

questions. 

The visit ended with him cutting the

ribbon, officially declaring the library

open.

MP opens primary
school’s new library
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Service Directory
Home

Maintenance

Garden ServicesAerials Appliances

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Blinds

Blinds

Crossword SolutionSudoku Solutions

4 2 8 1 5 3 9 6 7
9 3 7 6 8 2 5 4 1
1 6 5 7 9 4 8 3 2
7 8 9 4 2 6 1 5 3
5 4 6 3 1 8 7 2 9
3 1 2 5 7 9 4 8 6
6 7 4 9 3 5 2 1 8
8 5 1 2 6 7 3 9 4
2 9 3 8 4 1 6 7 5

2-Hard1-Easy

Carpet Cleaning
Electrical

Computers

Architectural

Services

Driveways
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Service Directory
Plumbing

Plumbing

Book a series

of adverts

and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4.20 per

centimetre (min 5cm)

The more weeks you

book the cheaper

each insertion

becomes

1 week - £21

2 weeks - £18.90

4 wk - £17.85

6 wk - £16.80

8 wk - £15.75

12 wk - £14.70

26 wk - £13.65

52 wk - £12.60

All prices per week

exc VAT

You don't have to book

successive weeks. 

You can choose

fortnightly, monthly 

or specific insertion

dates as long as the

total number of

insertions booked

corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting

at 2 weeks

Book a series

of adverts

and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4.20 per

centimetre (min 5cm)

The more weeks you

book the cheaper

each insertion

becomes

1 week - £21

2 weeks - £18.90

4 wk - £17.85

6 wk - £16.80

8 wk - £15.75

12 wk - £14.70

26 wk - £13.65

52 wk - £12.60

All prices per week

exc VAT

You don't have to book

successive weeks. 

You can choose

fortnightly, monthly 

or specific insertion

dates as long as the

total number of

insertions booked

corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting

at 2 weeks

Tree Services

Rubbish 
Clearance

Cheap and fast
We load and clear any 

household, garden, garage 
and shed clearance

Free estimates
Fully licensed
85% recycled

Call 0117 9373009
at anytime to book

Locksmiths

Roofing

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Telephone

Engineers
Waste Disposal

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Painting

& Decorating

Handyman

Wigs

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting at

2 weeks

Venue Hire
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