
The next leader of Bath & North East

Somerset Council has vowed not to be

distracted from delivering his party’s

promises to voters by personal attacks

from anonymous sources.

Kevin Guy, who has succeeded Dine

Romero as leader of the Liberal

Democrats group, will be nominated to

take over her role as council leader at next

month’s annual meeting. Last week, The

Week In published a story that questions

were still being asked about his

residential eligibility when he first stood

for election to B&NES Council in 2019.

But Cllr Guy has hit back, stating that

questions about his residency

qualification in the district had already

been dealt with and claiming the latest

accusations are personal and malicious.

He has also countered allegations that he

still works for a further education college

in the West Midlands. 

Cllr Guy last week issued the following

statement:

He said: “These questions were

completely cleared up two years ago to

the full satisfaction of the electoral

authorities and the police after I invited

them to investigate the matter. It is a sad

fact of modern life that a few people feel

free to libel innocent individuals by

repeating the same lies while hiding

behind false names.

“The simple fact is that I was eligible to

stand for election and I remain the

legitimate councillor for Bathavon North

ward.

“I will not allow untrue and malicious

attacks on me to distract the Liberal

Democrats from delivering on our

promises to the voters of B&NES.

“I have no idea who is behind this

malicious campaign against me or why

they are doing it. But whoever they are,

they will not stop me from doing my job

of representing the people who elected

me and delivering on our manifesto. 

“We will succeed in living up to our

promises despite the massive damage that

the Covid pandemic has done to the

Council’s finances. B&NES is in much

better shape than most councils because

the Liberal Democrats moved very

quickly last summer to limit the effect of

the pandemic and protect local services.”

The Week In article did not accuse Cllr

Guy of electoral fraud although

allegations of this nature have appeared

on other ‘political’ websites. We did

however report that there were still

questions being asked, despite B&NES

Council’s investigation which concluded

that no rules had been broken.

The role of council leader should be open

to full scrutiny and in the light of

questions which were still being asked in

the public domain, we asked two

questions of the Liberal Democrat party

on 9th and 10th April – these concerned

his involvement with a college based in

the Midlands and his current place of

residence. Up to the point of publishing

last week’s paper, we had received no

response. 

Since publication, we have had contact to

the party and been given details of Cllr

Guy’s place of residence between 2018

and today. In respect of his work at

Halesowen College, he told us he has not

physically worked at the college since

November 2019 and his official leaving

date was May 2020. He also stated that he

currently had “zero connection” with the

college.

The Week In has also been shown Cllr

Guy’s P45 which confirms the leaving

date.
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Parents and local residents are calling on South

Gloucestershire Council to improve safety outside

Christ Church Junior School in Downend over fears

that a serious accident is waiting to happen.

Following temporary COVID-19 measures introduced

outside to widen the pavement to give more space for

pupils and parents, the council will make them permanent

this summer. But people who took part in a consultation

say more needs to be done to make the area around the

school safer.

The proposed £100,000 scheme is to widen the footway

along Pendennis Road and Shrubbery Road to three

metres between the existing crossing south of the school

entrance and the crossing by Christchurch Avenue. Both

will be upgraded with tactile paving to help the visually

impaired. The existing refuge island will be relocated as

part of the works and widened. The scheme will also

involve relocating existing road markings. 

But the consultation into the

council’s plans highlighted the need

for better crossing facilities and

action to both tackle the “ridiculous”

parking and to slow vehicles that

don’t stick to the 20mph limit.

One parent and childminder who

regularly takes up to six children

from the infant school to the junior

school, said: “I am very aware of the

challenges of this journey. It is my

opinion that the proposal to widen

the island is good but does not do

enough to tackle the main safety

challenges which are the corner and

the speed of the traffic. 

“The 20mph speed limit is largely ignored so a speed

camera would be a good idea. Ultimately, as a lollypop

lady has not been employed, a

pedestrian crossing is the safest way for

children to cross this busy and

dangerous road en masse. Even a zebra

crossing with lights would help alert

drivers to crossing children. Please

reconsider your plans as it is only a

matter of time before the near misses

regularly witnessed turn into a more

serious incident. 

“My journey is very stressful and

unpleasant because of the dangers and

I beg you to please do more to help us

keep the children safe.”

Another person who responded to the consultation said:

“The proposed pedestrian improvements do nothing to

help children with crossing the road safely. In my opinion

there needs to be speed breakers placed on this road.

Drivers also need to be alerted at both ends of the road

that children could be crossing.”

Another parent also warned the council that the changes

are nowhere near good enough: “We have no crossing

patrol person as you have struggled to fill the position

since the last person quit. Even though drivers are aware

that they are approaching a school, people still drive very

dangerously and unfortunately some parents also think

that the yellow lines/double yellows don’t apply to them

and park ridiculously, putting children in danger. What we

desperately need is to make this safer is a zebra crossing.”

In response the council says: “As the proposals are not a

road safety scheme there is insufficient funding and there

has not been the necessary investigation required to make

safety upgrades as part of the proposed scheme.

“However, given the response to this consultation, all

comments will be passed on to the South Gloucestershire

Council Assess & Decide team who will consider the

viability of the suggestions as a separate scheme.”

The council says although there are no plans to change the

existing parking restrictions as part of this work, waiting

restrictions in this area are currently under review. It also

says that speeding and other forms of dangerous driving

are matters for the police.
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‘Please do more to help us keep the children safe’

The most recent available data as we went to print this

week showed an increase in the COVID-19 rate in South

Gloucestershire with 21.4 cases per 100,000 population,

up 15% on the previous seven-day period.

The latest data for Bristol also showed a slightly higher

rate of 23 new cases per 100,000, up from 17 in the

previous seven-day period. The most recent figures for

B&NES showed a drop from 15 cases per 100,000 to 10.

As part of the roadmap out of lockdown, everyone is now

encouraged to take a free rapid COVID test twice a week,

including those without symptoms. Home test kits can be

ordered for delivery at https://www.gov.uk/order-

coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests or find your local

pick-up site at https://maps.test-and-trace.nhs.uk/

Latest COVID-19 figures

New Leaf Farm (courtesy of Google Earth)



Police were called to the Co-

op store in Cadbury Heath

last Thursday morning after

a robbery.

They say a member of the

public contacted police

shortly before 7.30am to

report that a man had carried

out a robbery at the shop in

School Road.

Police have not said what

was stolen but a 36-year-old

man has since been arrested

and released under

investigation.

Anyone with information

about what happened is

asked to call 101 and give

reference number

5221080070.

Avon Fire & Rescue Service has invested in new drone

technology to assist in responding to fires, searching for

missing people and supporting larger scale rescues.

Two new drones will be used to improve crews’ response

to incidents including large fires, traffic collisions and

major incidents. Rescues from heights and on water will

also benefit from a new vantage point gained by using

drones.

Drone footage, with thermal and advanced imagery, will

be streamed securely to incident commanders, on the

ground and remotely, to inform effective decision making

at the scene. The drones can be deployed into high risk

environments and improve firefighter safety by

identifying key risks and reduce deployment of

firefighters into dangerous situations.
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Drones help firefighters

respond to incidents Avon Fire & Rescue crews were called out to

Willsbridge Mill on Saturday morning to assist

ambulance colleagues reach a woman who had fallen

down a steep embankment towards the brook.

Firefighters from Hicks Gate, Temple and Southmead

stations attended the scene and put in place a rescue

plan to secure the woman, returning her to safety via a

flat footpath.

She was then passed into the care of ambulance

colleagues.

Rescue drama at Willsbridge Mill

Robbery at the Co-op

Keep in touch, let us know what

you think, send us your news

www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Plans announced last month to improve

Warmley’s infamous ‘wonky’ roundabout

have been branded a “waste of money” by

parish councillors.

Oldland Parish Council has been keen to see

improvements to the roundabout where

Craven Way, Tower Lane, Wraxall Road and

Birkdale meet, and backed a petition calling

for safety improvements.

The campaign was led by councillors

Elizabeth and Sam Bromiley who represent

the Parkwall & Warmley ward on South

Gloucestershire Council. When the funding

was announced last month for high friction

surfacing, they said they were “delighted”

that the council had listened to local

residents.

But last Thursday the parish council’s

planning, highways and environment

committee meeting raised concerns that the

£15,000 is being allocated to high friction

surfacing on the approaches to the

roundabout, rather than on it.

Cllr Bruce Ryland told the meeting: “What

we proposed as a council, and what we

thought was going to be happening, was that

they were going to surface the roundabout

with the high friction surface. We thought

that would be great.

“It turns out now they are not going to do

that. They are going to put high friction

surface down on the approach roads which

we think is pointless, a complete waste of

money.

“I think they have completely missed the

point. The whole point of having the high

friction on the roundabout itself was because

of the camber. When you are going around,

especially on two wheels, it’s so easy to fall

off. It’s a nightmare. 

“If they do what they are suggesting, it’s a

waste of money and I hate to see money

wasted.”

He said the £15,000 would be better spent on

speed tables.

Chair of the committee Cllr Jon Palmer said

that South Gloucestershire’s traffic

management engineer Chris Harris had

himself suggested speed tables or the

equivalent on approaches: “I don’t think I

heard anybody actually even talk about high

friction surface on the approaches. It seems

to me like a missed opportunity really.”

The committee unanimously agreed to tell

the ward councillors that the proposals are

not an adequate or effective solution to the

skid risk on the roundabout because  of the

adverse camber.

The committee also asked that speed

reduction measures are considered,

particularly on the approach from Tower

Lane.

Plans to improve Warmley’s ‘wonky’
roundabout come under fire
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The Brislington Meadows site, which has been

earmarked for around 300 homes, will now be kept as a

local green space as part of Bristol City Council’s plan to

tackle the ecological emergency, it was announced on

Friday.

Mayor Marvin Rees, who is standing again at next month’s

local elections, said: “We need to build homes, we’ve got a

housing crisis, but we also need to make sure that we serve

our city’s needs in the face of climate and ecological

emergencies.

“But this is a site that has been increasingly focused on as

an area of real importance to nature and so we need to protect

it. Our focus is on brownfield sites and we are going to keep

Brislington Meadows safe for nature.”

The 10-hectare site has been earmarked by Bristol City

Council for development for years. Homes England, which

has responsibility for accelerating new residential

development, bought it in March 2020 to bring forward plans

for new homes and community facilities, and we reported in

Issue 641 last August that people were being asked to have

their say. 

Ian Barrett, chief executive of Avon Wildlife Trust, has

welcomed the announcement, saying: “Brislington Meadows

is an important habitat for wildlife, which provides vital

access to nature for local people. 

“As the city’s ecological emergency declaration shows, there

is an urgent need to make space for nature to halt and reverse

wildlife declines that are undermining the life support

systems on which we all depend. The trust welcomes all

commitments to protect habitats and green space for the

benefit of people and wildlife.”

Brislington Meadows will be kept ‘safe for nature’

Countryside charity CPRE Avon and Bristol has joined

with leading environmental organisations including the

Woodland Trust, National Trust, RSPB and Avon Wildlife

Trust to call on the next West of England Mayor to

prioritise a future that is rich in nature for the benefit of

everyone. They say many people have felt the benefit of

regular contact with local green spaces and countryside

during this difficult year.

“Our joint manifesto outlines how we can secure nature’s

recovery, putting green infrastructure at the heart of

planning, improving health and wellbeing, and put the

West of England at the forefront of leading a green

recovery.

“This manifesto has been sent to all the local candidates,

and we have also had online meetings with all four main

candidates.”

The organisations held an online hustings event earlier this

week for the West of England Mayoral candidates and the

Bristol Mayoral hustings is on Tuesday 27th April. Read

the manifesto at tinyurl.com/k9s4uhvw

Charities highlight importance
of a green recovery
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Plans for two illuminated signs outside a

proposed tattoo parlour in part of

Keynsham’s conservation area have been

criticised by the town council as being out

of keeping.

Savannah Studios has been operating from

premises next to the Baptist Church in

Keynsham High Street for the last seven

years but has now applied to B&NES

Council to relocate to the shop formerly the

Hotcha takeaway at 44A Temple Street.

Although the town council has supported the

change of use of the shop unit, it says that the

proposed fascia sign is totally inappropriate

when work is currently being done in

conjunction with Historic England to

produce a design guide for shopfronts in the

town.

Cllr Clive Fricker commented: “Here we

have a sign that is grossly large and it’s

illuminated, totally inappropriate for Temple

Street. It needs to be far more discreet.” 

He added that it “looks more like Las Vegas”

than Keynsham.

Cllr Deb Cooper said: “Given that B&NES

Council and Historic England have put

together a design document and we are

trying to make funds available for people to

follow the design guide, this would be crazy

to let this through.”

Cllr Fricker acknowledged that the applicant

was probably not aware of the wider context

of the project to improve the look of the

town.

The council has officially responded to

B&NES Council, saying the signs are at

odds with the work being done to achieve

continuity of shop fascia signage: “It is

suggested that a more discreet hand-painted

sign would be more appropriate in the

conservation area.”

B&NES is due to make the decision on the

change of use application by the end of this

month and the separate application for an

illuminated fascia sign and illuminated

projecting sign by mid-May.

‘Las Vegas’ style signage out of
keeping with conservation area

Shadow Chancellor of the Exchequer

Anneliese Dodds was a visitor to

Keynsham at the weekend.

She came to support Dan Norris, the

Labour Party candidate in the West of

England Regional Mayor election next

month. Before setting off to do some

canvassing around The Chocolate Quarter,

she visited Keynsham High Street which

is now closed to through traffic during the

day for social distancing measures. The

reopening of non-essential retail outlets,

combined with the school holidays and

fine weather, had seen a return to the High

Street for many in the previous week and

the pedestrianisation used to full effect.

Ms Dodds said she believed high streets

can still have a thriving future as places to

socialise, live and work as well as shop

and wants to see a more level playing field

between bricks and mortar and internet-

based retailers.

The election for West of England Regional

Mayor takes place on 6th May. The three

other candidates standing are Samuel

Williams (Conservative), Jerome Thomas

(Green Party) and Stephen Williams

(Liberal Democrat).

Shadow Chancellor in town

Anneliese Dodds & Dan Norris

How the fascia sign would look
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The five-metre high acoustic fencing already in place at

the controversial concrete factory in Keynsham is not

making any noticeable difference, say neighbours.

Mike May, speaking on behalf of local residents at

Keynsham Town Council’s meeting last Monday, said it had

been well over a year since 4Concrete was informed that the

noise of its operations at Old Station Yard off Avon Mill Lane

exceeded all acceptable legal limits and that mitigation was

required if operations were to continue. 

Last November 4Concrete was granted permission by

B&NES to extend its Monday-Friday working hours, starting

at 6.30am instead of 7.30am and finishing at 6.30pm rather

than 5.30pm, but only if two new acoustic barriers to reduce

noise and dust prove effective.

As work had not started, B&NES gave notice to the firm in

January to complete the barriers within four months. Work

on the fencing has since started - but not to the agreed

specification. 

Permission was granted for a 3.5-metre high fence on a part

of the yard boundary and another six metres high

surrounding the parking area opposite the entrance.  But, as

we reported in Issue 673, the firm recently submitted a

revised, part-retrospective planning application for acoustic

fencing.

The latest plan is for three fences – two five metres high and

one 5.5m metres high. The five-metre fences have already

been erected. A 3m x 3m door with acoustic sealing would

be incorporated within the 5.5m fence to allow staff cars to

be parked in the car park opposite the site entrance.

4Concrete’s agent says the new proposals will be equally

effective and significantly reduce the cost. 

The application includes a site management plan setting out

procedures that will be in place “to ensure that activities at

the site between 6.30am and 6.30pm do not cause any

harmful impact on amenity”.

But Mr May told the town council’s meeting that since the

five-metre high fencing had been erected “we have yet to

experience any perceivable benefit which in itself is

extremely worrying”.

He said that the three-metre gap in the new wall, pictured,

will allow soundwaves to directly affect all receptors. “The

proposed movement of the other wall further north by about

20 metres takes away an area currently used as a wait zone

for the cement lorries while queuing for the silos. Are these

lorries now going to be using the highway, further increasing

the existing traffic hold-ups?”

He added that moving the barrier 20 metres would also allow

noise to “drop” into adjacent properties.

Mr May said that 4Concrete claims it can’t afford the original

barrier plan “because of COVID and Brexit” and because of

problems with an overhead power line. 

“It is also stated that their required financial investment has

not been issued because the condition to re-test the

effectiveness of the barrier after one year is not acceptable

to investors. Why, we ask? Is it because no one has any

confidence that it will do the job? Given the complete lack

of regard for both the planning process and residents

demonstrated to date, the withdrawal of the one-year

condition must not be allowed. 

“This is a ploy to shift responsibility from 4Concrete to

ensure they continue to operate within legal noise limits to

the residents to prove otherwise after a year. 

“Surely if 4Concrete are operating legally there should be no

problem?”

The town council said it shares residents’ concerns about the

revised plans and urged B&NES to review and agree that the

current Class B2 (general industrial) assumption of the site

“is completely inappropriate for this conservation area setting

next to a large residential community and close to the town

centre”. 

“It has become dangerous, noisy, air polluting, there has been

a significant increase in traffic movement which is totally

unacceptable.”

The town council added that it is clear that the company is

not abiding by the existing hours of work permitted.

As we have previously reported B&NES has come under fire

for its handling of the planning application for 4Concrete’s

operations, which were permitted in January 2020. The Local

Government Ombudsman is looking into the case. 

Noise barrier isn’t working, say
residents living near concrete factory

Two fences have already been erected, with another planned opposite
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Concern has been raised that Asda in

Longwell Green did not have a staff duty

first aider when a young woman collapsed

in the store.

Linda Rolfe, who is a first aid instructor,

contacted The Week in to say that she was in

the supermarket as a customer in the early

evening of Wednesday 7th April when there

was a call over the tannoy for a first aider to

go to Aisle 5.

Ms Rolfe, who says she had only popped

into the store to buy a birthday card, rushed

to see if she could do anything to help and

says she was shocked that no designated first

aider from Asda turned up, although a

member of staff did call an ambulance. 

Ms Rolfe says she felt compelled to stay with

the casualty – an 18-year-old woman who

had been shopping with her mother – until

the ambulance arrived in case her condition

deteriorated and she needed further

assistance. It is believed she had fainted, and

the first aid instructor was concerned that she

may have banged her head.

The ambulance took over an hour to arrive.

It is understood that the young woman spent

more than a week in hospital.

Ms Rolfe says that she had later spoken to

Asda’s duty manager who had heard the call

on the tannoy but not realised that there was

no first aider on duty to respond.

She asked for Asda’s general manager to call
her the following day to discuss what had

happened but when she received no response

Ms Rolfe contacted the Health & Safety

Executive and was told it was a matter for

South Gloucestershire Council which she

duly contacted. She hopes that by reporting

it, it will prevent a similar situation arising

again - with a potentially more serious

outcome. 

This week a South Gloucestershire Council

spokesperson told us: “Our environmental

health team were notified of the incident and

have been in contact with Asda to investigate

further.”

An Asda spokesperson told us: “We are very

pleased to hear that the customer who

became unwell is now back home and we

wish them a speedy recovery. Our customers

can be assured that there will always be a

number of colleagues at our Longwell Green

store who are trained in how to respond

should a customer become unwell. Our

colleagues ensured the customer was

promptly attended to and an ambulance

called and although we are yet to receive

contact from South Gloucestershire Council,

we will work with them to answer any

questions they may have.’’

Concern raised over lack of first aid care in Asda

A St George woman appeared before

Bristol magistrates on Saturday charged in

connection with damage to a headstone at

Westerleigh Crematorium last November. 

White paint was poured over the

headstone of 22-year-old Liam Scarman

and unpleasant notes left for the family,

causing great distress. Simona Julius, 25,

was charged with criminal damage, two

counts of malicious communications and

one of harassment. She is now on

conditional bail.

Woman charged over
headstone damage
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New ‘Road to Nowhere’   
Dear Editor    

On the east side of the large Lyde Green

housing development, South Glos planners

have decided to create a road that goes

nowhere, and near where it joins the existing

Henfield Road, they intend to close Henfield

Road to through traffic. See ‘Road closures

to prevent short cuts’ in the last edition of

The Week In. The effect of the closure of

Henfield Road on many local residents

appears to have been completely ignored.

Looking at the detail of the two published

proposed Prohibition of Driving Orders

(PDOs) which relate to this matter it shows

that Elderflower Drive, a partly-built road

which will connect the Lyde Green estate to

Henfield Road just south of where the M4

crosses Henfield Road, will be completed.

Then all vehicles will be prevented from

driving under the M4 at Henfield Road and

also prevented from driving under the bridge

under the cycle track at the bottom of

Coxgrove Hill, itself being a continuation of

Henfield Road towards Pucklechurch. 

Thus people in Lyde Green will be able to

travel along Elderflower Road to Henfield

Road, where all they can do is return to Lyde

Green as there is no other exit point between

the two road closures. So Elderlower Drive

becomes the ‘Road to Nowhere’ for the

inhabitants of Lyde Green.

In addition, but not mentioned in the PDOs,

is the adverse effect road closures will

impose on other local road users. Obviously

for the few properties between the road

closure points at the M4 bridge and the

bridge at Coxgrove Hill, the residents will

have to travel into Lyde Green via

Elderflower Road to go anywhere, which in

some situations is a diversion in excess of

4km. Many other local road users will be

similarly affected. To fully understand this,

it is important to know that from the bottom

of Coxgrove Hill, the only other place to

access to the public road network, apart from

going along Henfield Road, is on the north-

west edge of Pucklechurch at Parkfield

Road. Along this route, there are several

dead end roads with properties, the biggest

collection of which are at Parkfield Rank. All

of these residents who are on or connected

to the Coxgrove Hill to Pucklechurch route

will have to divert to a new route to avoid the

road closures which in some cases is several

kilometres longer. The obvious simple and

much cheaper solution is not to complete the

Elderflower to Henfield Road junction. This

will satisfy the stated aim of the PDOs which

is to prevent traffic from Lyde Green using

unsuitable roads but will not inconvenience

existing local road users.

Ken Kemp

Youth club suggestion for

old fire station   
Dear Editor    

Surely the most obvious and beneficial use

for Keynsham’s old fire station would be a

youth club. The town has a lot of people and

not many facilities for them. The town has

sometimes suffered from anti-social

behaviour with some youngsters so a new,

centrally located meeting place would be

ideal. An informal setting, perhaps with

volunteer parents to help out, would be great

for energetic, bored youngsters. ‘The Devil

makes work for idle hands …’

Warren Tombs, Keynsham

LETTERS

B&NES Council has granted planning

permission and listed building consent for

Kelston Park House to become a high-end

country hotel which will become part of

the award-winning Andrew Brownsword

Hotels chain which also includes The

Priory in Bath.

The plans involve the change of use of the

Grade II* listed mansion from tenanted

offices to a 30-bedroom hotel with a

restaurant/bar and events venue. The works

include a new conservatory within the Grade

II listed walled garden and a new car park to

the west of the main building.

The house, which sits in extensive grounds

designed by the famous gardener Capability

Brown. became redundant as a private home

in the mid- 20th century and then became a

retreat. It was then converted to offices for

the headquarters of greetings card company

Andrew Brownsword in the 1990s and had a

major overhaul, with restoration works

carried out and the creation of a new

extension that infilled the service wing inner

courtyard. 

Since the HQ left the premises in the early

2000s, the building has remained as small

offices let out by the management company.

A document in support of the planning

application says the change of use to a hotel

is driven by the fact that the existing office

use fails to provide the income required for

the sensitive upkeep of such an historically

significant listed building and its gardens.

“The natural progression for the use of

Kelston Park is to convert it into a high-end

country hotel, for which it is eminently

suitable; this could provide sufficient

revenue to sustain, maintain and improve the

estate, thus securing the future conservation

of this significant heritage asset.”

It continues: “The main house, although

sensitively refurbished and extended during

the 1990s, would greatly benefit from the

further work proposed in this application.

This includes the removal of potentially

damaging basement damp proofing, and

extensive stone and roof repairs. The

separately listed walled garden requires

repair, it is currently barren and unused. 

“It is the applicants’ intention to bring

that garden back to life and for it to

function as an integral part of the hotel

experience.”

Kelston Park House to
become luxury hotel

An aerial view of Kelston Park
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SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 25th April

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green

(10.30am-4pm) 

Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm) 

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)

Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park 

(9.30am-4.30pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG

(9am-7pm) 

Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH

(10am-4pm)

Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)

Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds

(10am-4pm)

Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway

(11am-5pm)

Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard

A petition has been started calling on South

Gloucestershire Council to carry out an urgent traffic

review of Park Road in Staple Hill where many drivers

do not stick to the 20mph limit.

In response to a noticeable number of vehicles exceeding the

speed limit on Park Road in recent years, residents have been

working in partnership with Avon & Somerset Police to

conduct regular Community Speed Watch sessions since

August 2020. They say they now have large amounts of

speed data.

Resident Dan Masters, who started the petition last week,

said: “Based on 59 hours of recordings showing an average

of 350 vehicles per daytime hour, it would be fair to assume

that well over 1,000 vehicles per day are speeding on Park

Road.

“Our road is a residential street which also serves the

increasingly popular Page Park. Page Park is home to

numerous activities for vulnerable visitors including the

elderly, disabled and young children with play areas and a

nursery school. 

“We therefore request an urgent traffic calming review for
the whole of Park Road to help encourage adherence to, and

enforce, the existing speed limits.”

The e-petition is called Park Road Traffic Calming Measures

and is on the council’s website.

‘More than 1,000 vehicles are
speeding each day on our road’

Grimsbury Community Farm in Kingswood welcomed

around 1,400 visitors on the first day it reopened after

lockdown last Tuesday in line with the COVID-19

roadmap for easing restrictions.

The farm is open Tuesday to Sunday from 9am to 5pm

(last entry at 4.30pm). On Mondays the park, pond and

café are open.

CCTV caught someone smashing the side window of a

vehicle parked on Alexander Road in Keynsham at

approximately 1.30am last Friday (16th April). A quantity

of cash was stolen.

Police remind drivers to ensure they leave nothing in their

vehicles, especially cash, wallets and purses. If a thief finds

any valuables it may encourage them to commit other

offences. 

If you have any information regarding this incident contact

the police on 101 and quote reference number

5221080985. Alternatively call Crimestoppers

anonymously on 0800 555 111.

Farm welcomes 1,400
visitors on its first day Thief caught on CCTV



Crossword ACROSS
1. Disapproval (9)

9. Cherry red (6)

10. Passport
endorsement (4)

11. Apartment (4)

12. Fall back (6)

13. Mythical sea
creature (7)

16. Notion (4)

17. Lump (4)

18. Forbid (3)

20. Edge (3)

21. Crosspiece (4)

23. Woody plant (4)

25. Rescuer (7)

26. Gossamer (6)

29. District (4)

30. Front of vessel (4)

31. Holy (6)

32. Recuperated (9)

DOWN

2. Destroyed (6)

3. Emotional shock (6)

4. Box for dead body (6)

5. Wound mark (4)

6. Measured (7)

7. Freshwater fish (4)

8. Below (9)

13. Miniature universe (9)

14. Measure of paper
quantity (4)

15. Rolling hills (5)

18. Ballpoint pen (4)

19. Frozen food store (7)

22. Summerhouse (6)

23. Drink regularly (6)

24. Continent (6)

27. Stream (4)

28. Foreshadow (4)

The countryside charity CPRE has lodged

a formal objection to a proposed increase

in floodlighting hours at Stockwood Vale

Golf Course.

Use of floodlighting on the driving range at

the club in Stockwood Lane is currently

limited by condition until 8pm on weekdays

and 6pm on weekends. An extension until

9pm on weekdays and 9pm on weekends and

bank holidays is being proposed, as we

reported in Issue 672.

Applicant Family Golf Centres Ltd, which

has made the application to B&NES Council,

says it has never been made aware of any

complaints about the use of floodlighting.

But Nigel Long from the Avonside branch of

the CPRE, says: “The online records do not

give details of the original reasoning for

imposing the time condition on the original

application in 1996. This was presumably to

prevent disturbance to local residents and a

general adverse impact on the Green Belt.

“The council has already indicated in its

Placemaking Plan the need to take account of

the potential harmful effects of lighting.

“These policies are to be modified in the

revisions to Local Plans but we imagine that

they will be clarified and strengthened, rather

than weakened, given increasing concern

about light pollution.

“CPRE has recently been trying to publicise

the harmful effects of light pollution on the

countryside. One effect is to prevent viewing

of the night sky which we have been

promoting, with other environmental and

science bodies, under a Starry Skies banner.

“It is also becoming better known how light

pollution is having an adverse effect on the

behaviour of wildlife, including birds, bats

and moths. Furthermore, poor lighting

creates a general undesirable nightglow

which we understand can, in this case, be

seen from a long distance away across the

valley. This is not prevented by subsequent

growth of trees and shrubs, as indicated in the

applicant’s letter.”

Keynsham Town Council has also lodged an

objection, citing the adverse effect on

wildlife including bats, moths and birds, and

that the lighting creates a general

“nightglow” that is visual across the valley.

B&NES Council is due to make a decision

on the club’s application hours by 7th May.

Charity cites ‘Starry Skies’ campaign
as it objects to increased floodlighting 
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If you or a loved one has suffered a stroke,

you can register for a free monthly drop-

in session to learn more about how to

manage life.

The charity Bristol After Stroke and the

Bristol Health Partners Stroke Health

Integration Team are hosting a series of

information and discussion sessions for

people who have had strokes, their

families, friends, and carers.

The first Zoom session takes place on

Thursday 29th April and will provide

information on common stroke

medication. The virtual sessions will run

monthly (apart from August) on the last

Thursday of the month between 12.30pm

and 1.30pm. 

To sign up and to have your say on topics

that you would like to be discussed visit

https://tinyurl.com/26wrvyb6

Support after a stroke



The Week in • Wednesday 21st April 2021                                                                                                                                                                                                                            13

A year on from the first national

lockdown, Bath Record Office is renewing

its appeal to residents and businesses from

across Bath and North East Somerset to

help document life in the pandemic.

The ‘Corona Captured’ project aims to record

the extraordinary times we are living through

and the impact that COVID-19 has had on

individuals and communities to provide

valuable information for future generations.

The Record Office has already received

hundreds of photos and videos, sketches,

cartoons and diaries, but is keen to expand

the collection.

Paul Crossley, Cabinet Member for

Community Services, said: “Over the past

year life changed for all of us and it’s really

important that we record this unique period

for posterity. 

“People can submit items to show how any

area of their personal life or life in their

community has been affected by COVID-19,

including photos, videos, personal accounts,

drawings or even songs. The submissions

will help to form an archive of this unique

period and will be of great interest to

historians, researchers and students in

generations to come.” 

Anyone who lives, works or studies in

Bath and North East Somerset can take

part. Digital content such as videos,

photographs, documents or sound recordings

can be uploaded directly to the council’s

website.

Diaries, photographs and sketches can be

deposited at the Record Office and people are

asked to make an appointment.

To see some of the submissions received so

far visit https://www.batharchives.co.uk/

corona-captured-gallery

Documenting life
during the pandemic

Since the pandemic, more people than

ever are providing crucial care at home.

After a year of reduced services and

shielding though, many carers are

suffering from increased stress, isolation

and health issues of their own.

The Carers Support Centre is a Fishponds-

based charity serving Bristol and South

Gloucestershire and runs a range of free

courses and training events for carers. The

aim is to give them better coping

strategies.

Since the COVID crisis, the charity has

moved its training online. There is a

variety of sessions from ‘Caring and

understanding dementia’ and ‘Living with

loss and change’ to healthy eating and

sleep workshops. 

Carers have told the charity that the

training has a major impact, giving them

confidence and enabling them to regain a

sense of control over their lives.

To find out about upcoming courses and

workshops for carers, visit

www.carerssupportcentre.org.uk or call

the CarersLine on 0117 9652200.

Free courses and
training for carers
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B&NES Council says it has screened

Wessex Water’s proposals for a new road

bridge across the River Avon to its

Saltford water recycling centre and

decided that there would be no major

environmental impact. 

It came to the same decision in 2019 when

Wessex Water was preparing a similar

planning application. Then, like now, it has

been decided that a full environmental

impact assessment (EIA) is not needed, even

though it is acknowledged that there would

be impacts including on the Cotswolds Area

of Outstanding Natural Beauty and the loss

of prime agricultural land. 

Wessex Water ended up dropping its original

bridge plan to consider alternative options.

However, last year it said it was going back

to the bridge option as none of the others

were suitable to provide the access needed to

carry out major work to increase capacity at

Mead Lane and to provide for the site’s long-

term operational ability. Alternative routes

explored included a new 1.6 km road to

connect to the A4 from Pixash Lane, but

Wessex said that would have a significant

impact on the Avon Valley, result in much

greater loss of Green Belt land and have a

high impact on ecology.

Wessex says that current access along Mead

Lane is increasingly difficult because of

parked cars, a low bridge and flooding.

The proposed 400-metre access road

includes a bridge to connect the north-

eastern corner of the water recycling centre

with the A431 just south of Swineford. The

bridge would incorporate a footway and

there would be a link to the River Avon Trail.

Earthworks would be constructed to grade

the road to bridge level.

The river is the boundary between B&NES

and South Gloucestershire; as such half the

bridge and the section of road between the

bridge and the A431 would be in South

Gloucestershire, which is the part that falls

within the Cotswolds AONB.

B&NES Council says the development

would “unquestionably” have a landscape

and visual impact but planting would reduce

and soften the development. It has ruled that

that the landscape and visual impact would

not be significant in EIA terms.

Regarding flooding, the report from B&NES

says: “The proposed embankments have the

potential to displace flood water; accordingly

compensatory flood water storage is to be

integral to the development. The

embankments also have the potential to

obstruct flood flows; the scheme therefore

includes significant culverts beneath the

carriageway. 

“The scheme has evidently been designed in

such a manner that flood risk impact will be

minimised. The flood risk impact of the

development is therefore unlikely to be

significant in EIA terms.”

The report says that the development would

remove traffic from Saltford Conservation

Area – “a positive impact in both highway

and heritage terms”. It adds: “The

construction phase will clearly result in

increased traffic volumes but this will be for

‘No significant environmental impacts 

There would be a new junction on the A431 on the outskirts of Swineford
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a temporary period only. Once operational,

the road and bridge will not increase traffic

volume/flow but move it from Saltford to the

A431. There will be no highway impacts

which are deemed significant in EIA terms.”

B&NES also says that in terms of habitat

loss, the impact wouldn’t be significant and

there would be the opportunity for

biodiversity improvements. The proposal

would involve the loss of one hectare of

‘Best & Most Versatile Agricultural Land’,

but that is not considered a significant one in

EIA terms.

“It is concluded… that whilst the

development will have a number of impacts

that will need to be carefully considered,

none of these impacts (individually or taken

together as a whole) will be significant in

EIA terms; this includes in cumulation with

the impacts of the ongoing expansion of the

water recycling centre.” 

Since the bridge plan was first mooted,

people in the Bitton and Swineford area,

including Bitton Village Residents’

Association, have been highlighting their

concerns about the extra heavy traffic that

would be pushed on to the A431, the fact that

the A431 floods, and that Bitton, like

Saltford, is a conservation area,

Feedback welcomed
Wessex Water has been welcoming views

from residents, stakeholders or organisations

as it finalises proposals for the bridge

scheme. The impact it could have on the

Longwell Green area was discussed at

Oldland Parish Council’s planning,

highways and environment committee last

week.

The committee noted that during the

construction phase and to a lesser extent, on-

going, there would likely be increased HGV

traffic through Longwell Green. It agreed to

comment once a full planning application is

submitted, when the exact extent of the

impact would be known. 

However, Cllr Bruce Ryland told the

meeting that if it is purely water works

vehicles using the bridge, there wouldn’t be

a great deal of extra traffic. And Cllr Carol

Strange said: “If you look at the alternatives

it’s almost a cut and dried case. It’s simpler

to come across to the A431. We would have

to look at the amount of traffic but it is the

most sensible option, surely.”

Meanwhile Saltford Environment Group has

told Wessex Water that on environmental

grounds it “strongly prefers” the proposed

bridge route over alternative proposals

involving lengthy road construction through

Saltford's Green Belt to connect with the A4,

particularly as those proposals keep Green

Belt loss to a minimum.

The group says it is also pleased that the

package will include wildlife habitat

enhancement.

Wessex Water says its pre-planning

consultation period has now ended after five

weeks: “We’d like to thank everyone who

has submitted feedback.” A formal planning

application will be made in the coming

months.

 from new road bridge’ says B&NES

Saltford is a conservation area and has some narrow roads
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Vital structural repairs which will mean the closure of

Cleveland Bridge in Bath and divert traffic through our

area had been due to start in mid-April but have been

delayed.

When the closure now starts in the week beginning 31st May,

through traffic heading west or south, as well as HGVs

travelling west, will be diverted from the A46 along the A420

through Wick and Warmley, along the A4174 ring road to

Hicks Gate and then onto the A4 through Keynsham and

Saltford.

Cleveland Bridge, which is Grade II* listed, is a crucial link

in the strategic road network between the A46 and the A36.

There has already been a temporary 18-tonne weight limit

for the last year.

Bath & North East Somerset Council had hoped work could

start in April due to the urgency of the repairs, and blamed

the delay on the need to obtain various technical approvals

and consent.

Preparatory works on the bridge will now begin on 4th May

with traffic reduced to one lane and signals in place while

scaffolding is erected ahead of the start of the £3.8m scheme

which will involve the bridge being closed and diversion

routes in place for motorists. Pedestrians and cyclists will

still be able to cross it. 

The diversions for Bath city centre routes during the closure

as well as outer diversions can be viewed on the council’s

Cleveland Bridge renovation project webpage.

It is expected that the bridge will be closed to vehicles for 12

weeks, but the council says a timeline can’t be confirmed

until the bridge is fully inspected following its closure.

B&NES Council says it has liaised with South

Gloucestershire Council, Wiltshire Council and Highways

England to agree strategic diversions suitable for all vehicles

to the east and west of Bath for those travelling from the M4

and Warminster directions.

As we have previously reported, Bath’s MP is pressing for a

permanent ban on heavy lorries using the bridge and there

are concerns in South Gloucestershire that the temporary

diversion for the bridge repairs may turn into a permanent

closure.

Cleveland Bridge repairs delayed by several weeks

Cleveland Bridge

How the diversion will affect our area

The Friends of Page Park say that to complete their five-

year long Heritage Lottery project, the final work will be

the installation of a celebration bench made from Purbeck

and Caithness stone.

The horse-shaped bench will be engraved with words and

other decorations including leaves and wildlife footprints.

It will be installed near the path at the back of the tennis

pavilion, where at the moment there are two large mounds

of earth.

Visitors sitting on it will be able to scan the whole park

and view the improvements and restoration work.

To the rear of the bench the area will be landscaped with a

selection of wildflowers, shrubs and small trees.

Meanwhile work has started on a project to repair and

redecorate the bandstand. 

Last week the Friends said they had to purchase more

plants for the Sensory Garden as so many had been

trampled on and damaged. “It's a great shame that the

garden is being treated this way and while we are spending

our funds on these replacements it will limit our funding

for future projects and improvements,” said Steph Purser,

vice chair of the Friends.

The more astute Keynsham residents

will have realised that something is

missing from the local soundscape in

addition to the current reduction in

traffic noise. 

St John the Baptist’s church clock is

not chiming the hours. The auto

winding mechanism has broken and is

beyond repair so will need to be

replaced. 

The church is working on raising the

funds to achieve this.

In the meantime, if you have ever

wondered why churches have clocks,

what happens in the ringing room and

why there is a weather vane, and

would like to discover the answers

and pose any other related questions

you may have, there is a free Zoom

talk on Monday (26th April) starting

at 7pm which will last about one hour.

If you would like to attend email John

Lye on johnlye33@btinternet.com to

obtain the Zoom link that you will

need on the day to join.

Later in the year (COVID-19

regulations permitting) the church

hopes to organise tower tours. 

Celebration bench will complete five-year project

Why isn’t church clock chiming the hours?
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There is so much about Greenborne that sounds familiar.

The trails for the radio soap currently broadcast weekly

on KTCR.fm say it could be anywhere in the country but

I do wonder sometimes just where the writers get their

inspiration.

The community radio station pops up regularly throughout

the programmes but in Episode Four we hear about plans for

the Greenborne Music Festival. Last year’s event had to be

cancelled due to COVID-19 but plans are well advanced for

the next one. 

And we were warned beforehand about Evie Lejeune and her

ability to wreak havoc in the village following her return

from pandemic extended exile in the States. Episode Three

ended revealing herself as the absentee landlord of the

hairdressing salon-cum-café run by one of her former pupils

and her daughter’s best friend, and now she wants the back

rent paying. 

This week’s instalment begins with Evie discovering her

usual role in organising the festival has been usurped during

her absence but ends with another revelation. While it was

assumed the Fox and Dragon was now a pub owned by the

community, it turns out that some shareholders are bigger

than others – and guess who’s the biggest shareholder of all!

And landlord Alan confronts the mysterious Iranian artist

Farhad after spotting wife Bev going into his house. Farhad

assures him it’s not what he thinks and warns Alan not to

confront Bev just yet if he doesn’t want to spoil a nice

surprise. But does Alan really get it?

There are so many other sub plots wound into each week’s

15-minute visit to Greenborne and as the story unfolds, we

hear how almost every life in the village is entwined with

another. The series may be about an imagined life just after

lockdown, but it was both inspired by the pandemic and

produced in order to give hope to those working in the

entertainment industry who have suffered as a result of it.

Tune into 105.8fm for the next instalment today (Wednesday)

at 2pm and on Sunday at 3pm. Greenborne features in

KTCR’s Spoken Word Show which is available on the Listen

Again feature at www.ktcrfm.com

Soap watch
We were warned about Evie Lejeune

A further planning application has been made for the Kier

offices at the Old Mill in Warmley for which South

Gloucestershire Council recently granted prior approval

for conversion to 19 one-bed flats.

Woodstock Homes have now applied to build a two-storey

extension at the back of the landmark building in Chapel

Lane to form an additional flat and an enlarged flat. 

The extension would go on top of an existing two-storey

extension, taking it up to four storeys.

The application says the proposed works will allow a

better configuration of the flats.

The property, which dates from around 1907, was

originally a corn mill. It is locally listed as a heritage asset.

The planning reference is P21/01255/F.

New extension plans for Old Mill
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The Week In is much more than just a

local newspaper. 

Over the last 12 years we have made a

difference to people’s lives. Whether alerting

them to planned developments in their

neighbourhood or holding local authority to

account, The Week In has become a

publication that people not only read but pay

attention to.

In recent weeks, we have been thanked for

publicising two separate situations which

locals have struggled to make their council

take seriously for a number of years. Both

appeared to have been resolved within days

of The Week In bringing them to the public’s

attention.

Elsewhere, residents have written to thank

The Week In for highlighting the way their

quality of life has suffered because of a

planning decision the local council had

hitherto been reluctant to discuss with them.

Another wrote to praise our standards of

journalism while reporting the sometimes

harrowing events of the last 12 months of

living with COVID-19. They said: ‘Thank

you for keeping us sane.” Then, in response

to another recent ‘holding to account’ story,

we simply received an email to say: “The

world needs people like you to keep it

honest!”

Well, perhaps we can’t really help the world

but our local community, certainly.

The Week In Community

Making a difference 

This year, The Week In became a

community benefit society which means

it is no longer owned by shareholders but

by its members. By joining The Week In

Community and paying an annual

subscription of £36 you can not only help

the financial sustainability of the

publication but be part of its ownership.

But that is not all that is changing. This

current series of ‘Community Page’

features is a pilot for the future. So far, we

have been giving local parish councils and

volunteer groups the opportunity of telling

you about the work they do. The next step

is to involve more people in the

community in producing content for The

Week In. We have a couple of

announcements to make on this subject in

the coming weeks but behind all of our

forthcoming initiatives is the belief that a

community that is proud of itself is a

happy community. More to the point, and

this is a sentiment echoed in the many

reports we read each week, a community

without a voice becomes an isolated

community that feels abandoned.

To become a member of The Week In

Community, either complete the form

below or sign up on line at

www.theweekin.co.uk

With you in a community

Next week’s community page –
Hanham Parish Council

Shadow Chancellor Anneliese Dodds was

in the area recently as part of the

campaign for the local council and

mayoral elections in May. When we met

her in Keynsham she had some very

forthright views about the future of our

high streets but we also took the

opportunity to press for her views on the

future for local newspapers.

She told us: “Local newspapers are critical

to our communities. We have seen the

value of local news and high-quality

reporting which holds officials and

corporations to account. But I am

concerned at also seeing a lot of pressure

on local media. 

“We need to preserve it. Once it’s gone,

it’s gone. We can say we are sorry, but it’s

too late.”

The pressure Anneliese Dodds is referring

to has not only seen the disappearance of

265 local newspapers since 2005 but 33 of

those closures coming in the 18 months up

to August 2020. And the full impact of

COVID on the newspaper industry is yet

to be seen. The reasons are fairly obvious.

The evolution, not only of news

consumption but advertising, to digital

platforms and the dilution of truly local

independent traders on our high streets.

The Week In has been protected to a large

degree from the loss of advertising

revenue to online, the larger ‘regional’

papers bearing  the brunt of that. But the

loss of traditional local businesses in the

area has had an effect. Accurate and

impartial journalism cannot simply be

‘copied and pasted’ from a social media

post. It requires time and experience as

well as costing money. That is one reason

why the decision was made to change the

way we do business in the future.

We need to preserve
our local media

Anneliese Dodds
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There are plans to pave over green land to extend the

nursery car park at Warmley Park School to create

another 23 spaces.

South Gloucestershire Council says that many staff at the

school at Tower Road North currently park in an off-site

overflow car park to the south but that full usage of it by the

school cannot be relied upon. 

As a result of the pandemic, the council says that no face-to-

face public consultation has been able to take place prior to

the planning application being lodged but a flyer providing

a plan of the proposals and a brief explanation was hand

delivered to nearby homes in February. 

Just one consultation response was received from a local

resident who objected, saying the council should not build

on the green land. They said the existing school car park to

the south is sufficient, and there is also on-street parking

within walking distance. The resident also felt the car park

would encourage more people to drive, causing a rise in CO2

emissions.

The council says the aim is to provide the maximum number

of parking spaces on the site whilst limiting impact on

neighbouring residential properties.

A planning report says there will be no increase in vehicle

movements to and from the school as the staff who would

use the new section would be relocating from the overflow

car park.

The scheme includes lighting, boundary fencing and

landscaping. The work would be carried out in the school

summer holiday.

The planning reference is P21/02121/R3F.

New car park proposed on
green land at Warmley school

Following calls for action by people living near the new

24-hour Asda filling station in Longwell Green to try to

lessen its impact, a meeting is being arranged to see if

anything can be done.

Asda was granted permission by South Gloucestershire

Council last year to knock down the old six-pump drive-

to-pay filling station at Craven Way and replace it with a

fully automated eight-pump (16 filling positions) station,

plus new car washing facilities. 

The new facility, which opened last November, includes

an imposing solid feature wall measuring 13 metres wide

by 5.2 metres high which is directly opposite homes.

At last week’s Oldland Parish Council meeting the clerk

said she was trying to set up a meeting with Asda, local

ward councillors, residents and representatives of the

parish council. 

Talks to discuss impact of new filling station

Police are appealing for witnesses to an assault on Airport

Road in the Whitchurch area on Thursday 1st April

between 5pm and 6pm.

The victim, a man in his 40s, was walking along the road

between Parsons Paddock and Salcombe Road when he

was attacked by a group of three or four men who are

described as white, aged in their 20s and wearing

tracksuits.

He was punched and kicked a number of times, causing

significant injuries which required hospital treatment. He

has since been discharged.

Following the assault, the victim was given assistance by

two women who were passing. Police believe they may be

key witnesses and are keen to trace them.

They would also like to hear from anyone else who may

have witnessed the incident.

If you can help call 101, quoting crime reference number

5221072418.

Appeal after man is beaten up

Public Notices
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The campaign group fighting plans for a waste processing

plant in the Green Belt near Keynsham says it would be

one of the largest facilities of its kind in the country.

Consultants employed by POKE (Protect Our Keynsham

Environment) have now formally objected to Resourceful

Earth Anaerobic Ltd’s plans to process crops and food waste

to produce biogas to generate renewable electricity. The plans

would increase capacity from the approved 25,000 tonnes of

organic material per annum to 92,000 tonnes.

POKE says the smells will affect thousands of Keynsham

homes and lead to a surge in traffic.

The anaerobic digestor (AD facility) at the former Queen

Charlton Quarry in Charlton Field Lane would produce gas

and electricity for local grid networks. Resourceful Earth

Anaerobic Ltd (REAL) also proposes to restore local ecology

in the old quarry.

Works on the former AD site were never completed, nor was

it built in accordance with the permission granted. It closed

in October 2017 when administrators were appointed. 

The report from POKE’s consultants says that REAL’s odour

management plan is seriously flawed and that during the

busiest periods, the facility could generate 186 HGV

movements per day – one every four minutes either arriving

or leaving the site.

“The applicants make no effort to identify very special

circumstances to justify the scale of the proposed

development other than to refer to the previous

unimplemented and far smaller proposal was in 2014 justified

by a lack of AD provision in the West of England or nearby.

The position today is materially different.” 

The consultants’ report calls on B&NES Council to take

“prompt and decisive enforcement action” to secure the

removal of all the unauthorised development and the

restoration of the land to open countryside.

Meanwhile Cllr Alan Hale, who represents Keynsham South

on B&NES Council, and Cllr Paul May, who is the ward

member for Publow & Whitchurch, are calling for the plans

to be refused, citing the detrimental effects the plant will have

on the local community.

Cllr Hale said: “While we welcome the drive towards

producing renewable energy, we do not believe it should

come at the detriment of the local community in Keynsham

and in nearby wards.

“If the anaerobic digestor is built, HGV traffic going to and

from the plant would have to come along Woollard Lane and

into Charlton Road. 

“Anyone who is familiar with Woollard Lane will know

that it’s in no way suitable for a constant flow of HGVs,

especially if they are meeting each other at narrow sections

of the road.

“In so doing, they could seriously damage the quality of life,

and physical and mental health, of people who live nearby.

Road safety would also become a major issue, with increased

levels of HGV traffic in an area where people regularly walk

and ride horses.”

Cllr May said: “This Green Belt development will mean that

residents who live nearby will be directly affected by noise

and smell pollution, and an increase in HGV traffic.

“Hundreds of new homes have been built less than a mile

from the proposed development site and it’s deeply unfair that

the occupants should have to live with this plant on their

doorsteps.

“There are more appropriate locations for a development of

this nature, ones that will not impact the Green Belt and local

communities in the same way.”

The application will be brought before B&NES Council’s

planning committee in due course.

Stepping up the fight to stop
giant waste-to-power plant

The former AD site closed in 2017

Cllr Alan Hale & Cllr Paul May at the proposed development site



Avon Valley Railway has announced that its heritage

trains will be running again from 1st May. 

Volunteers at the railway in Bitton have been busy preparing

the station and carriages over the last few weeks, ready to

welcome passengers back once more. 

Four trains will depart each day at 11am, 12.30pm, 2pm and

3.30pm. Advance booking is recommended to guarantee seats

and can be purchased in advance from the railway’s website

www.avonvalleyrailway.org. Services will be hauled by

diesel locomotives on Saturdays and steam on Sundays and

mid-week. 

The latest timetable can also be found on the website. To keep

customers safe, the railway will be seating each family group

in separate compartments or tables away from other family

groups. 

The volunteers will also be undertaking more regular

cleaning of train doors, handles, windows and seats before

you board and there will be hand sanitiser available. 

Mark Simmons, the railway’s commercial and business

manager, said: “We’re really glad to be able to re-start our

train services. The last 12 months have been incredibly

challenging for us as a charity as our income has been very

significantly reduced. Our station café has been open offering

a limited takeaway menu and we hope to build on this over

the coming months. But re-starting our train services is a real

milestone and we hope to welcome regular and new

passengers to the station this year. 

“Most importantly though, despite the need for the various

safety measures, we just want you to have an enjoyable visit

and share in a true heritage experience.”

In Issue 673 we reported that Avon Valley Railway has

received a grant of £97,400 from the Government’s Culture

Recovery Fund to help it recover and reopen.

The award will enable the railway’s staff and volunteers to

undertake vital repair and maintenance works delayed by the

downturn in trade during the pandemic. The funds will also

help to ensure the railway’s longer-term sustainability.
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Situations Vacant

Here are the locations in our area where you can expect

to see police mobile speed cameras this week. 

Bath & North East Somerset: 

In Keynsham on Queens Road, Courtney Road, Charlton

Road, Charlton Park, Chandag Road and the B3116

Wellsway; in Saltford on the A4 and Norman Road; on

the A37 Pensford Hill; on the A39 at Farmborough and

Marksbury.

Bristol:

In Hengrove on the A37 Wells Road, A4174 Hengrove

Way and Petherton Road; in Brislington on the A4174

Callington Road and Wick Road; in Fishponds on

Snowdon Road and on the A432 Fishponds Road; in St

George on the Kingsway and Beaufort Road; in

Whitchurch on Fortfield Road, Whitchurch Lane and

Hazelbury Road; also on Stockwood Lane.

South Gloucestershire:

On the A420 at Wick and Warmley; on Mill Lane at

North Common; on Tower Road South in Warmley; on

the A431 Bath Road at Swineford; in Hanham on Mount

Hill Road and Abbots Road; in Kingswood on Tennis

Court Road, Hanham Road and Court Road; on the

B4465 at Shortwood and on Feltham Road in

Pucklechurch; also at St Annes Drive in Oldland

Common.

Mobile speed
camera locations

Heritage trains will be back on track from 1st May
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Service Directory
Home

Maintenance

Garden Services

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting at

2 weeks

Aerials Appliances

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Blinds

Crossword SolutionSudoku Solutions

4 2 8 1 5 3 9 6 7
9 3 7 6 8 2 5 4 1
1 6 5 7 9 4 8 3 2
7 8 9 4 2 6 1 5 3
5 4 6 3 1 8 7 2 9
3 1 2 5 7 9 4 8 6
6 7 4 9 3 5 2 1 8
8 5 1 2 6 7 3 9 4
2 9 3 8 4 1 6 7 5

2-Hard1-Easy

Carpet Cleaning Handyman

Electrical

Architectural

Services

Driveways
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Service Directory
Home

Maintenance

Plumbing Book a series

of adverts

and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4.20 per

centimetre (min 5cm)

The more weeks you

book the cheaper

each insertion

becomes

1 week - £21

2 weeks - £18.90

4 wk - £17.85

6 wk - £16.80

8 wk - £15.75

12 wk - £14.70

26 wk - £13.65

52 wk - £12.60

All prices per week

exc VAT

You don't have to book

successive weeks. 

You can choose

fortnightly, monthly 

or specific insertion

dates as long as the

total number of

insertions booked

corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting

at 2 weeks

Book a series

of adverts

and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4.20 per

centimetre (min 5cm)

The more weeks you

book the cheaper

each insertion

becomes

1 week - £21

2 weeks - £18.90

4 wk - £17.85

6 wk - £16.80

8 wk - £15.75

12 wk - £14.70

26 wk - £13.65

52 wk - £12.60

All prices per week

exc VAT

You don't have to book

successive weeks. 

You can choose

fortnightly, monthly 

or specific insertion

dates as long as the

total number of

insertions booked

corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting

at 2 weeks

Tree Services

Tree Services

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting at

2 weeks

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting at

2 weeks

Rubbish 
Clearance

Cheap and fast
We load and clear any 

household, garden, garage 
and shed clearance

Free estimates
Fully licensed
85% recycled

Call 0117 9373009
at anytime to book

Locksmiths

Roofing

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Telephone

Engineers

Waste Disposal

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Painting

& Decorating

Wigs
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