THE WEEK IN
East Bristol & North East Somerset

14th April 2021

Issue 674

FREE

Read by more than 40,000 people each week

Eligibility questions for new council leader
The person likely to become the next
leader of Bath & North East Somerset
Council may not even have been
eligible to stand for election to the
council in 2019, it has emerged.
Last week, it was announced that Dine
Romero, who has been leader since the
Liberal Democrats gained control of the
council two years ago, had stood down
suddenly. Her council leader duties are
being handled by deputy Richard Samuel
until the next annual meeting of the
council in May, but Cllr Romero’s
position as leader of the Liberal Democrat
group has already been taken on by
colleague and Cabinet Member for
Children’s Services Kevin Guy. He will
also be the party’s nomination as council
leader next month.
But now questions are being asked about
whether Cllr Guy should even have been
able to stand for election to represent the
Bathavon North ward at the 2019 council
elections. Having lived and worked in the
Midlands, he provided an address on his
nomination papers for a caravan at New
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Leaf Farm in Bathampton. To be able to
stand as a candidate in a local government
election, candidates must meet one of
four residential qualifications:
• Be registered as a local government
elector in the authority in which you wish
to stand from the day of nomination
onwards.
• Occupied a premises as owner or tenant
in the local authority area during 12
months before the day of nomination.
• The main or only place of work during
the 12 months prior to nomination must
be in the local authority area.
• Lived in the area during the whole of the
12 months before the day of the election.
Cllr Guy worked in higher education at
Stourbridge College until it closed in
2019. It is understood he has since
worked at nearby Halesowen College
where he is listed as one of the teachers
delivering modules of a Higher National
Diploma course in Public Services. He
was also a Labour councillor on Telford
and Wrekin Council and in August 2018
he ‘crossed the floor’ to join the Liberal
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Democrats, ending Labour’s control of
the council as a result.
New Leaf Farm in Bathampton belongs
to his husband’s father Ken Horler.
Planning permission was granted in
January 2009 to convert redundant farm
buildings
into
holiday
rental
accommodation. A three-year temporary
approval was also given for a cabin to be
sited for the use of a full-time agricultural
worker. Permission to make the approval
permanent was refused in 2011 and again
in 2012. In refusing the latter, the B&NES
Council case officer at the time reported
that the “temporary accommodation is
now unauthorised and subject to
enforcement investigation”. Furthermore,
the report stated that the accommodation
“appears to be presently occupied mainly
by the applicant’s son (Cllr Guy’s
husband Steve Horler) who runs the
enterprises at New Leaf Farm”.
The ‘caravan’ was deleted from the
council tax valuation list in September
2014. A property is normally deleted from
a valuation list if it is demolished.
However, the address remained on the
electoral role with one registered
occupant (Steve Horler) until 2018 when
Kevin Guy’s name also appeared.
But it appears neither Kevin Guy nor
Steve Horler actually live in the caravan
at New Leaf Farm but at an address in
Bradford-on-Avon which is in the
neighbouring local authority of Wiltshire.
In a press statement issued by Bath and
North East Somerset Liberal Democrats
last week which confirmed Kevin Guy’s
appointment as party leader, it was stated

Support for old Brislington
railway path plan
. . . page 7

Kevin Guy

that he worked as a director of New Leaf
Farm Ltd. While New Leaf Farm in
Bathampton has had rental holiday
cottages for a number of years, the
company New Leaf Farm Ltd was created
just over three months ago. Its
shareholders are listed as Kevin Guy,
Steve Horler and Mr Horler’s family via
a holding company. In the documents
filed at Companies House, Kevin Guy’s
occupation is listed as ‘councillor’.
It does not follow automatically that the
place where a person pays council tax is
also where they are registered to vote.
Regardless of where Kevin Guy had been
living and working, the fact remains that
he was added to the electoral role at New
Leaf Farm in 2018.
Continued on page 3
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make way for Lidl in
Hanham . . . page 11
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Eligibility questions for new council leader
Continued from page 1
Candidates in local elections do not have to meet all four
of the residential criteria listed on page 1, just one of them.
But now questions are being asked about whether he did
actually live there during the year prior to the 2019
elections and if not, did Cllr Guy commit fraud by
claiming so? Kevin Guy married Steve Horler in Bath in
2018, at which time he was still working for Stourbridge
College. Steve Horler meanwhile is registered at an
address in Bradford-on-Avon which is not within Bath &
North East Somerset. In a further twist, it would appear
that Kevin Guy’s name was, removed from the electoral
register at New Leaf Farm from 1st April this year (see
the story below).
It is a criminal offence to make a false statement on your
nomination papers. In 2019 the Electoral Commission
investigated almost 600 cases of alleged electoral fraud,
360 of which related to local elections. Only four cases
actually led to convictions and two individuals accepted
police cautions. One candidate in South Wales found to

New Leaf Farm (courtesy of Google Earth)

have fraudulently completed nomination papers but was
not elected, received a suspended jail sentence. Another

in Norfolk who was elected was forced to stand down and
received a £3,300 fine.

Allegations were raised with the Guildhall
As a councillor for Bathavon North, Kevin Guy has not

election but was ignored. However, in an email in January

Authority elections.

featured in the pages of The Week In other than in the

this year Mr Godfrey told them that he was satisfied that

“The Council is satisfied that Kevin Guy lived in the Bath

context of his Cabinet role responsible for children’s

the legal department had acted correctly in dealing with

& North East Somerset area for the period 28 March 2018

services.

the complaint.

to the date of the election on 6 May 2019.”

It is only his elevation to leader of the Liberal Democrat

However, he also wrote: “In light of the allegations raised

Cllr Guy receives an annual allowance of £8,212 as an

group on B&NES Council and his impending nomination

by you, that Mr Guy is not resident, I have instructed the

elected a councillor.

to lead the council that has brought the story of his

Electoral Services Manager to conduct a review. If the

His role as Cabinet Member for Children’s Services

eligibility as a councillor to the fore.

review concludes that Mr Guy is not resident in the area,

entitles him to a further £20,019 and as leader of the

That does not mean it is a new story, however. The Week

then his details must be removed from the register.”

Liberal Democrat group on the council he also qualifies

In has seen correspondence between residents and B&NES

Then in March Mr Godfrey confirmed that the review had

for additional allowances. If his appointment is ratified at

Council’s Chief Executive Will Godfrey which suggests

been completed and as a result Kevin Guy would be

next month’s annual meeting, his allowance as leader will

the matter has been known about at the Bath Guildhall

removed from the electoral role as a resident of New Leaf

increase to £33,337.

since before the election.

Farm with effect from 1st April. However, he continued:

We asked Bath & North East Somerset Liberal Democrats

One person wrote to the Chief Executive claiming they

“Kevin Guy has provided evidence that he was resident in

to clarify Kevin Guy’s connection with Halesowen College

raised concerns about Kevin Guy’s eligibility to stand with

the Council’s area for the 12-month period prior to

and whether he currently resides within the authority. As

the council’s legal department at B&NES before the

submitting his Nomination Form for the 2019 Local

yet we have had no response.
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Residents pay
their respects
to the Duke
of Edinburgh
Flags have been flying at
half-mast
on
council
buildings and churches as a
mark of respect following
the death last Friday of the
Duke of Edinburgh, whose
funeral is on Saturday.
Space has been set aside
in local parks for people to
lay floral tributes if they
wish, including Keynsham
Memorial Park, Kingswood
Park and Page Park in Staple

THE WEEK IN
Barrs Court, Bitton, Brislington,
Cadbury Heath, Compton Dando,
Corston, Downend, Emersons Green,
Fishponds, Hanham, Hillfields,
Keynsham, Kingswood, Longwell
Green, Mangotsfield, Marksbury,
North Common, Oldland Common,
Pucklechurch, Saltford, Staple Hill,
Stockwood, St George, Warmley,
Whitchurch, Wick, Willsbridge.

Hill. People have been leaving
messages in an online book of
condolence
on
South
Gloucestershire
Council’s
website. Saltford Parish
Council has provided a book
of condolence for residents to
sign in a COVID-secure
setting at Saltford Hall.
In lieu of flowers Buckingham
Palace says people may
consider donating to one of the
charities Prince Philip was
associated with.
The Duke of Edinburgh's
ceremonial funeral will take
place at St George’s Chapel
at Windsor Castle at 3pm on
Saturday. There will be a
national minute's silence at
that time.

The flag at half-mast at St Mary’s Church in Bitton
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Waste concerns from boats
moored up for months
Concerns have been raised about waste, including

wastewater is being disposed of along the river.

sewage, from some visiting boats that have been allowed

Cllr Chrissie Cushing said she had people swimming in

to stay indefinitely at Hanham Mills during the

wetsuits down past the weir and was concerned that they

pandemic.

could get ill: “Those boats were there before COVID. In the

Hanham Abbots Parish Council clerk Claire Dolman told last

meantime some child could get blinded by faeces in their

Tuesday’s meeting that she had been contacted by a local

eye.”

resident worried about how household waste and foul

Chair of the council Steve Hicks said that grey water (such
as from sinks) could be legally emptied into the river but not

Easter raffle boost for
Warmley Wheelers

sewage. He pointed out that the boat movement suspension
was being lifted as of Monday (12th April) as part of the
roadmap out of lockdown and that he had spoken to the area

Keynsham Lions donated a 2kg Easter egg to Warmley

manager of the Canal & River Trust which is appointing

Wheelers to help them raise money for the upkeep of

“data spotters”, in conjunction with landlords of the two pubs

their fleet of special bikes which provide people who

at Hanham Mills, to keep tabs on how long boats are moored

have health conditions and supported needs the

in the area so they can be moved on if necessary.

opportunity to cycle.

There are official visitor moorings where boats are allowed

The raffle was supported by Warmley Waiting Room

to stay for up to 48 hours.

Café and Tea Gardens whose staff sold the tickets. The

The clerk said she had already spoken to the waste manager

£631 raised will be used to help fund the ongoing

at South Gloucestershire Council and would also contact the

maintenance and repair of the bikes which is a

council officer who had been involved in enforcement action

She will also report concerns about foul water being emptied

significant annual cost.

some years ago at Hanham Mills to move boats on.

to the Canal & River Trust.
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There are health concerns about people swimming
near the weir
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Concerns that part of allocated
retail centre could become housing
There are fears that a parcel of land in Lyde Green that

return it for more housing.

is earmarked as part of the new estate’s local retail centre

Lyde Green has already lost the second local retail centre that

could end up becoming more housing.

was included in the master plan for the new estate.

Residents have been posting their concerns on social media

Instead a co-located 420-place primary and 900-place

that the untidy plot opposite the Sainsbury’s Local store, on

secondary school at Honeysuckle Road received planning

the corner of Thistle Close and Willowherb Road, is not

permission last month on land that was earmarked for the

being actively marketed and that the consortium of Lyde

second local centre.

Green developers will ask South Gloucestershire Council to

The school site had to be relocated westwards due to the need
to preserve a 70-metre exclusion zone next to a gas pipeline
on the eastern edge of the site.
A council planning report said there was “no alternative but

The new school site

for the school site to be relocated into the area indicated for

The vacant plot near the Sainsbury’s Local
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the local centre”.

A health centre was included in the master plan for Lyde

The report added that there is no requirement in the outline

Green but instead, funding was given to Emersons Green

consent for the second local centre, it having been left to

Medical Centre to allow it to expand and make

market forces, and pointed out that the existing local centre,

improvements to accommodate Lyde Green residents.

which provides retail and other facilities, still has scope to

When complete Lyde Green, which is being built on some

expand.

240 acres of green land, will have around 3,000 homes.

Recent suggestions by members of the community for what

The Week In has asked consultants Gardiner and Theobold,

they’d like to see on the vacant site opposite Sainsbury’s

on behalf of Emersons Green Urban Village Ltd, if they wish

Local include the need for improved health and GP

to respond to the concerns raised by local residents about the

provision. Other ideas include a pharmacy, Post Office,

future of the vacant plot of land. They have not yet

dentist, vet, a takeaway and hairdressing salon.

responded.
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Widespread support for plans to turn
old railway line into active travel route
Plans to turn the disused railway running under the
Bath Road at Brislington into a temporary path for
pedestrians and cyclists, pending plans for a
controversial link road, are being widely supported.
The route from Sandy Park Road to Talbot Road has been
unused and abandoned for more than 20 years. Prior to
that it was used it as a car and coach park for the
Brethren’s Meeting Hall.
Over the years it has been the city council’s intention to
use this corridor to extend the Whitchurch Greenway to
the River Avon, in conjunction with the Callington Link
Road scheme.
The charity Greenways and Cycleroutes has now put in
a planning application for the ‘Tramway Project’ working
in conjunction with the organisation Meanwhile Creative,
which is proposing a local workspace based on shipping
container units. Meanwhile Creative plans to develop the
path from Sandy Park Road to the Lodekka pub, whilst
Greenways and Cycleroutes plans to put in place the
remainder of the way southwards towards Tesco at
Callington Road. The planning application submitted to
the council covers this southern section.
Greenways and Cycleroutes, which recently constructed
the Ashton Park ‘missing link’ walking and cycling path,
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is also working with local community groups to deliver
the Tramway Project, pending any future road
development. Although the project is being developed
locally and is only interim, it would link the Whitchurch
Way to the riverside paths and so would be an integral
part of Bristol’s green network of paths for pedestrians
and cyclists.
If approved, the permissive path will be held under
licence from the various landowners along the route. The
licences will initially be for three years and then roll on
year by year until the corridor is required for the link
road.
The other planning application for the temporary use of
the site for a shipping container development has yet to
be submitted but is key as Meanwhile Creative will be
paying for the active travel route.
Objectors to the proposed new link road say it will not
solve congestion but will simply encourage more people
to make more journeys by car, thereby increasing traffic,
congestion and pollution.
Scores of people across the wider Bristol area have sent
letters of support for the Tramway Project to the council.
To find out more, the planning reference is 21/00894/F.
The council is due to make a decision by 10th May.
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Developer’s
new plans for
15 ‘affordable’
homes in the
Green Belt
A developer is trying again to win
permission for 15 homes on a “disused
field” at Abson Road, close to the
Pucklechurch border, after losing a
planning appeal.
However, the resubmitted scheme appears to
presume the inclusion of land belonging to a
neighbour who has written to South
Gloucestershire Council to say they are
firmly against it.
The previous application for 15 self-build
homes – six of them “affordable” - by
Yorkshire-based Skye Property Group Ltd
was refused by the council last August. At
the time planners said that the very special
circumstances needed to justify a new
housing development in the Green Belt had
not been proven, and that the site is not
within a defined settlement.
Access was not determined as part of the
outline application, but it was indicated that
it would be from Abson Road. Concern was
raised by a council transport officer at the

time that there would not be adequate
visibility. An appeal was made to the
Secretary of State to try to over-ride the
council’s decision but the planning inspector,
although acknowledging an unmet demand
in the district for self-build homes, agreed
that the very special circumstances needed to
justify the development did not exist.
The developer says the latest plans are for 15
homes, all “affordable”, and some self-build,
and that there is a demand for such plots. The
application includes widening the proposed
access and shows the homes will have solar
panels, air source heat pumps and electric car
charging points. But the neighbour says they
have been approached by a representative
directly involved in the planning application,
offering to buy their entrance and driveway,
along with the half an acre of land they own
at neighbouring Hillcrest Forge, to create a
safer entrance to the proposed housing
development.
In their objection to the council the

Phone giants lose
5G mast appeal
A planning inspector has agreed that South
Gloucestershire Council was right to refuse
permission for phone giants EE and H3G to
put up a 20-metre high 5G mast in
Mangotsfield.
The council refused planning permission for
the replacement of the 14.7-metre high
column mast at the junction of Blackhorse
Road and Westerleigh Road to update digital
coverage.
The phone firms appealed and an inspector
was appointed. The inspector said it would
have a greater visual impact on neighbouring
8

homes and the harm to the character and
appearance of the street and outweighs the
public benefits of the proposed mast.
“Alternative locations have not been
explored due to this mast replacing the
existing mast at the junction.
“However, given the harm, I would need to
be convinced that there are not more suitable,
discreet sites available which could
accommodate the necessary 20m mast
without adversely impacting on the character
and appearance of the area,” the inspector
said.
The Week in • Wednesday 14th April 2021

neighbour says: “We completely reject such
a plan. And completely reject the whole
planning application on the grounds of the
vast amount of traffic moving in and out of
the proposed site, and the very cheap
properties they propose to self-build, which
could take ages to complete without any
regulations to style or appearance.”
Another local resident has objected, saying
the land separates the two ancient parishes of
Pucklechurch and Wick & Abson, and allows
for a distinct division to be made. She says
there seems to no real change in the proposal
and it is still a “massive development in a
tiny rural setting” and that building work

would be “haphazard” and could continue
for years, causing great disturbance.
She says there has already recently been a
significant increase of affordable housing in
the Pucklechurch area and flags up drainage
problems on the site, and that the traffic
survey in February 2020 was conducted on
only one day outside of commuting hours
and did not provide a realistic snapshot of the
true speeds.
She says that the 40mph speed limit and the
fact that the entrance is at the brow of the hill
makes it “a very dangerous proposal”.
The deadline for comments is 23rd April.
The planning reference is P21/01865/O.

Pubs of Keynsham
In the middle of the 19th century there
were 65 pubs in Keynsham. In 1928 there
were 31 licensed premises and today there
are 11, four of which are listed buildings.
This information is provided by
Keynsham resident Derek Cumner and
forms part of a book he has just produced
– ‘Pubs of Keynsham – some gone, none
forgotten’. Derek has lived in the town
since 1954 and spent 30 years working at
Cadbury’s. He is also well known in
amateur football circles.
The book is Alan’s personal recollections
of pubs he knew or has researched from
the early 1950s when his father used to
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visit the Lamb and Lark and the Wingrove
to his own favourite watering holes at the
New Inn and the Old Bank.
Pubs are listed in alphabetical order with
items of historical research or Derek’s
own observations and recollections. He
freely admits that some names or dates
may be incorrect due to the passage of
time but this is very much his personal
take on the subject.
That said, there are copies available to
purchase for anyone who shares Derek’s
interest and you can find out more by
contacting him at derekcumner@yahoo.
co.uk
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LETTERS
Waste of time and money
Dear Editor
I agree with Sheila Crocombe (Letters, Issue
673) in that B&NES Council do not take
note of the people they consult but should.

But saying this, would it not be a waste of
time and money to bother consulting with
Keynsham residents, and local councillors
who themselves are just as guilty of
consulting and then doing exactly what they
have already planned, after wasting time and
money.
B Charles

Beware ‘mission creep’ at
power plant
Dear Sir
In reference to Dan Norris’ letter in last
week’s edition concerning the proposed
anaerobic digester plant outside Keynsham,
there are clearly two issues which need to
addressed by B&NES Council.
The first, if what Mr Norris says is correct –
that the buildings which are there and put up
before the previous company went bust, are
unlawful and need to be pulled down. The
second, that the process of anaerobic
digestion only appears to be cost effective at
an industrial scale. If that is the case then the
site in Queen Charlton is wholly

10

inappropriate for the sort of infrastructure
which is needed to support such an
operation.
A couple of weeks ago, you printed an article
saying the Campaign for the Protection of
Rural England had also come out against the
plans at Queen Charlton. They referred to
‘farm-based’ operations where food waste
can be converted to energy for ‘localised’
projects like heating or driving pumps. I
believe First Bus has or is planning a similar
type of operation at its Bristol depot to fuel
its new bus fleet.
These are two examples of where anaerobic
digestion can play a part in reducing our
dependence on fossil fuels. An industrial
estate in the middle of the Green Belt fed by
over 20,000 fossil fuel burning lorries is not.
As Mr Norris said in his letter, B&NES must
be wary of ‘mission creep’ when assessing
the current plan.
A concerned resident

Oldland has no direct
service to Southmead
Dear Editor
Re the article about the No 17 bus in last
week’s paper, it is rather concerning that Cllr
Katie Cooper thinks that this bus serves the
residents of Oldland Common.
Oldland Common was promised a direct bus
to Southmead when they shut Frenchay
Hospital, but this was taken away shortly
after. Since then, to get to Southmead
Hospital means two buses, and has done so
for a few years now. A few years ago it took
me a five-hour round trip to get to
Southmead Hospital for a 20-minute
appointment, due to the unreliable four buses
I had to take.
In the past 20 years the bus services for
Oldland have been cut further and further;
we now have no direct bus to the shops at

Longwell Green, none to any hospital, none
to the doctors’ surgery in Hanham (very
difficult when Oldland Surgery was closed
for months to most patients last year) only a
half-hourly service to Bristol, and a very
unreliable hourly service to Bath and
Keynsham.
It makes life difficult if you cannot drive and
cuts some people off from vital amenities, as
well as jobs. Yet at every level of
government, we are told how they want us
to be greener, use cars less, they want people
back in work, etc. If people like Cllr Cooper,
who is supposed to represent us ordinary
folk, doesn't know what is happening in her
own area, what hope does it give the rest of
us for any future improvements?
Leisa Vockings

Helping to reduce our
carbon footprint
Dear Stephen
Keynsham Methodist Church already has
two Eco Congregation Awards and has
signed up for the current Eco Church
scheme. We were therefore delighted to hear
about Life Cycle UK, a charity that works in

local communities to encourage and enable
cycling, by providing free secure cycle
stands.
On-site car parking can be difficult to
provide but it is so much easier to provide
on-site cycle parking. Installing cycle
parking is a great way to enable those who
use our premises to unlock the health and
environmental benefits of cycling. As a
result of funding provided by Bath and North
East Somerset Council, we now have two
stands in place at both our premises in
Charlton Road and Queens Road, each one
capable of having two cycles securely
attached to it.
We look forward to those who enter our
premises making good use of these stands,
thus reducing our carbon footprint. More
cycling means fewer cars on the road and
less air pollution.
Mike Barrow

Write to us
The Week In is independent of any political
or commercial interest. We aim to produce
a balanced and accurate view of local news
and welcome comments from our readers.
Normally, we will publish letters in full but
reserve the right to shorten or clarify the
contents or to refuse publication. Please try
to keep letters under 300 words and supply
your full name and address for reasons of
authentication. Only the name and district
where you live will be reproduced.
Anonymity is possible under certain
circumstances.
Copy can be sent by post or, preferably, email and should arrive at our offices no
later than 9.00am on the Monday of each
week. E-mail to:admin@theweekin.co.uk
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Consultation to tackle
poor quality private rented
housing in Brislington
Bristol City Council has launched a consultation on its
plans to introduce licensing requirements to improve
rented properties in Brislington West, Bedminster and
Horfield. Licensing can be applied to specific areas of
the city where evidence suggests there is poor quality
private rented housing. Following the success of the
licensing schemes in other parts of the city, including St
George West, the council is looking to further improve
both the accommodation, conditions and management
practices in privately rented and multiple occupied
properties in these three wards.
Helen Godwin, Cabinet Member for Children, Family
& Homes, said: “While we know that the majority of
landlords offer good quality homes and have positive
relationships with their tenants, these additional
measures will allow us to take action where this is not
the case.
“But before we make any decisions on further licensing,
we need to hear from you. If you live in or around the
areas where additional licensing is being considered,
then please do take the time to fill out the consultation.”
Licensing places conditions on the landlord/agent to
ensure that minimum property standards are met and
that good management practice is delivered. Where
landlords do not meet the required condition standards,
enforcement action may follow.
A 10-week public consultation is under way with local
residents, tenants and landlords in these areas. It closes
on 26th May. People can find out more and have their
say by filling in a survey available online at
www.bristol.gov.uk/propertylicensing2021
Alternative formats or paper copies of the information
can

be

requested

private.housing@bristol.gov.uk

by
or

emailing
calling

9222474.

0117

Old bank to be knocked down
as next-door Lidl store expands
The old NatWest bank in Hanham is to be demolished to
make way for an expansion of the neighbouring Lidl
store.
The bank in the High Street closed in the summer of 2018
despite a local campaign to keep it open. It has been vacant
since then.
Now Lidl has been granted planning permission to demolish
the bank and build a front and rear extension of its existing
store to provide an additional 388sq m of floorspace,
including a bigger sales area, a new entrance lobby, a bakery
and freezer and warehouse areas.
The extensions will mean alterations to the customer car
park.
The bank site will be used for parking. The result of the
redevelopment will leave the supermarket with 60 customer
parking spaces, a loss of 14 on what is currently provided,
but that was deemed acceptable by South Gloucestershire
Council.

Sudoku
1-Easy

The main entrance will also be widened, and additional
trolley storage added.
There was just one objection to the plans, from a local
resident who said there was no justification to enlarge the
store which would impact on neighbours.
A large Lidl opened last autumn just down the road at
Aldermoor Way in Longwell Green on the site of the former
Homebase store.

14 conifers can be felled
South Gloucestershire Council has raised no objection
to plans to fell 14 conifer trees in the Pucklechurch
Conservation Area.
The council said the trees at 21 Parkfield Road are of
low quality and are sparse so their removal would not
harm the conservation area.
There are plans to replace the trees with a neater hedge.

SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 18th April

2 -Hard

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green
(10.30am-4pm)
Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm)
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)
Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park
(9.30am-4.30pm)
Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH
(10am-4pm)
Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)
Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds
(10am-4pm)
Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway
(11am-5pm)
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‘Essential’ plans to free up space
for Year 7 pupils this September
There are plans to put a temporary 12-classroom sixthform block in the grounds of John Cabot Academy in
Kingswood to free up teaching space at other schools to
cope with the increase in Year 7 pupils in Bristol from
September.
There is a demographic rise in the number of students starting
secondary school in September 2021, 2022 and 2023 across
Bristol. To support the city council with the need for
additional pupil places from this coming September, the
Cabot Learning Federation (CLF), which runs several schools
locally, plans to relocate the majority of sixth form students
from Bristol Brunel Academy in Speedwell to the proposed
two-storey classroom block at John Cabot Academy (JCA)
just over a mile away.
This will increase the existing number of post 16 students at

JCA by approximately 100, giving a total of 400. This is a
temporary step as there are long-terms plans for a CLF sixthform centre on the old Speedwell Fire Station site, next to
Bristol Brunel Academy.
CLF says the move this September is “essential” to provide
sufficient space for the Bristol 2021 Year 7 intake. CLF is
offering approximately 138 additional places to Year 7s at
Bristol Brunel Academy, Bristol Metropolitan Academy in
Fishponds, John Cabot Academy and City Academy Bristol
in Redfield. This would make a significant contribution to
the shortfall.
The temporary block, which includes a staffroom, would be
in place for the next three to five years as CLF works to
realise its vision for a permanent building in Speedwell.
But the plan now hinges on South Gloucestershire Council

granting planning permission for the temporary structure. The
council is due to make a decision by 29th June. The planning
reference is P21/02178/F.

New secondary school hit by delays
Parents have been campaigning for years for a new

for the 1,600-place secondary school but it could be

be 2024. Over the last two years, at least 25 sites for

secondary school in east Bristol to address a shortage of

overturned because of Environment Agency concerns about

potential temporary accommodation for the new school

Year 7 places.

flooding. The government has intervened to ‘call in’ the

have been looked at and feasibility studies conducted on

The Oasis Temple Quarter School was originally expected

planning consent and the decision now rests with the

those that seemed most promising about a 2021 opening

to open in 2018 as part of the major Silverthorne Lane

Secretary of State for Housing, Communities & Local

date. However, none proved viable.

regeneration of former industrial land in Lawrence Hill but

Government. A public inquiry is scheduled to begin next

Temporary accommodation for September 2022 is being

it has been hit by planning delays.

month. The delays mean the earliest possible opening date

explored, subject to planning permission being upheld for

Bristol City Council finally granted permission last summer

for the new school if planning permission is upheld would

the permanent site of the new school.

Crossword

ACROSS

DOWN

1. Gleams (8)

2. Come to earth (4)

6. Location (4)

3. Coin money (6)

8. Haunch (3)

4. Mass flight (6)

9. Cover for a letter (8)

5. Son of Noah (4)

10. Hire (4)

6. Leap (6)

12. Nasal cavity (5)

7. Ball game (6)

14. Caper (5)

11. Wild rose (5)

17. Competition (4)

12. Exclusive report (5)

18. Torpid (8)

13. Slumber (5)

20. Perfume spray (8)

14. Mature (3)

24. Fasten securely (4) 15. Periods (5)
25. More mature (5)

16. Calcium carbonate (5)

26. Low-cut shoes (5)

19. Coniferous tree (3)

29. Statutes (4)

21. Violent outburst (6)

30. Glandular
disease (8)

22. Paltry (6)

31. Caustic solution (3)

23. Flexible rhythm
(mus.) (6)

32. Gainsay (4)

24. Orb (6)

33. EU country (8)

27. ---- of March (4)
28. Abominable
snowman (4)

12

The Week in • Wednesday 14th April 2021

Illness forces Bitton’s Olympian
swimmer out of Tokyo Games
Olympic swimmer Siobhan-Marie O’Connor from Bitton
has spoken of her “heartbreak” that she is not going to be
competing in this year’s Tokyo Games.
Siobhan-Marie, who began her swimming career with
Keynsham Swimming Club, has competed in two Olympic
Games, winning silver at Rio in 2016. She has also won
medals in European, Commonwealth and World
championships.
Ahead of this week’s Olympic trials, she said that some
people would have noticed that her name was not amongst
the list of confirmed entries.
“As many of you know, throughout my career I’ve struggled
with ulcerative-colitis, a chronic illness that can make training
and competing really difficult and very unpredictable.
“Since the last few months of 2020, I have been unable to

train for a consistent and sustained period. Despite my very
best efforts to do so, and all that I have done to help facilitate
this, unfortunately things had not gone the way I had hoped
and anticipated.”
She said that sadly she was not in a position to compete at
the British Swimming Championships this week.
“I’m absolutely heartbroken but so grateful for the support
of my close family and friends during what has been a really
tough time.
“I would like to take some time to get well and decide what
my next steps will be. I wish the very best to all competing
swimmers.”
Siobhan-Marie’s exceptional achievements are recognised by
a plaque at Bitton Station commissioned by the parish
council.

Proposed extension at Tesco Express
Plans have been submitted to South Gloucestershire Council for a single-storey side extension to the Tesco Express at
Soundwell Road in Kingswood and to put up a 2.4 metre fence and gate and remove the existing canopy.
The planning reference is P21/00858/F.

The Week in • Wednesday 14th April 2021
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The Community Page

Downend & Bromley Heath Parish Council

NEW PAVILION AT KING
GEORGE V PLAYING FIELDS
Downend & Bromley Heath Parish Council would

I am thrilled that the lockdown
restrictions are gradually being
lifted, enabling us all to get back
to some form of normality at long
last. That said, we must remain
vigilant and cautious in the months

like to thank local people for actively engaging in

ahead. I would like to extend a

our recent consultation about the design of the

huge ‘Thank You’ to The Week In

Councillor Janet Biggin,
Chairman

proposed new pavilion at Badminton Road & King

for allowing us to give you a little insight of what is going on

George V Playing Fields. There appears to be

throughout Downend & Bromley Heath …….

widespread support for the project and some very
constructive ideas have been received about how the

CCTV IN DOWNEND

facilities can be improved for both users and
neighbouring residents. D&BH Parish Council has
carefully

considered

all

suggestions

and

reservations put forward and the planning

community as a whole and hopes that the investment in the

application has now been submitted. The Parish Council

new pavilion, and the wider park, will further enhance one

wants to ensure that the pavilion becomes an asset to the

of Downend's most loved open green spaces.

Parish champions
Each year, Downend & Bromley Heath Parish Council

Downend Community History & Arts Project, Downend Men

presents awards to our Parish Champions. These awards are

in Sheds, Downend & Bromley Heath in Bloom to name but

to recognise and applaud the valuable work carried out by an

a few.

individual or organisation in the community of Downend &

• Prestige Grounds – Brad

Bromley Heath. The recipients of the awards this year are:-

and

• John Honeywell – John,

provided

a Downend resident, is

support in getting the

retiring as race director

sports pitches and playing

of the Frenchay 10K

fields at King George V,

Charity Road Race. 2020

Badminton

would have been the 40th

Bromley Heath to an excellent standard over recent years.

anniversary of the event,

Brad’s attention to detail, professionalism and understanding

which is all about giving back to the community and bringing

of what we require has been outstanding. We are very proud

people together to enjoy the day.

of Brad – a well deserved

• Nick Smith, Downend

award.

School

–

has

• Tracey Lush – Tracey is

worked

at

Downend

a Lollipop Lady working

School since 1996 and

with the staff and children

became the education

at Bromley Heath Infant

representative for the

& Junior Schools, in

Arts Council Bristol and

addition to being a lunchtime supervisor and supporting the

South West giving a voice to schools at the heart of our

breakfast / tea clubs. Tracey fulfils such an important role

communities’ cultural sector. He has worked with the

within our community.

Nick

DOWNEND
& BROMLEY
HEATH IN BLOOM
Due to lockdown restrictions in 2020, we were unable to see the

his

team

have

incredible

Road

and

Due to higher levels of anti-social behaviour around
Downend High Street and the surrounding areas over
several years, Downend & Bromley Heath Parish
Council agreed to fund the installation costs of CCTV,
with three cameras at key locations along the main High
Street. The images from each camera will be transmitted
to the Bristol Operations Centre for monitoring purposes.
South Gloucestershire Council has agreed to fund the
ongoing maintenance and monitoring costs of this
project. After a public consultation, it is anticipated that
work will be completed during July.

Spring clean of bus shelters
All of the Parish Council maintained bus shelters have
the glass cleaned on a monthly basis. Annually, they
have a ‘spring clean’ of the metalwork and roofs etc. In
an attempt to keep the shelters in the best possible
condition, each shelter now displays contact information
for the Parish Council in order that any vandalism can
be reported and removed without delay.

DOWNEND HIGH STREET
South Gloucestershire Council has allocated an
additional £120K support on top of the recently launched
£400K ‘Help us Thrive’ grant, from which Downend will
directly benefit. On SGC’s website is a 5-minute survey
– please take part to influence how Downend will look,
feel and work in the years to come. https://consultations.
southglos.gov.uk/connect.ti/DownendHighSt/consul
tationHome

Downend & Bromley Parish Council
If you wish to get in touch with Downend & Bromley
Heath Parish Council, please contact the Clerk to the
Council, Angela Hocking, tel: 0117 9567001; email:
clerk@dbparishcouncil.co.uk; website:
www.dbhparishcouncil.uk

usual floral displays throughout Downend & Bromley Heath.
However, we will be keeping our fingers crossed in May / June that
Downend & Bromley Heath will look blooming again!
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High-profile Mayors help London &
Manchester outshine the West of England
With voters in Bristol, South Gloucestershire and

Somerset should join the West of England Combined

B&NES deciding who the next West of England Metro

Authority (WECA), convinced that such a move would help

Mayor will be on 6th May, a majority of 400 businesses

to strengthen the economic prosperity of the region overall.

surveyed say the high profiles enjoyed by the Mayors of

And 80% of respondents indicated that the next West of

London and Greater Manchester far outshine our region.

England Mayor should play a leading role in driving

Business West, which promotes the interests of the business

development towards net zero, as well as championing a

community and conducted the pre-election survey, says the

green recovery as we build back following COVID.

findings raise concerns regarding our region’s ability to

Other priorities highlighted by the business community,

compete for political attention and encourage inward

which are detailed in Business West’s Manifesto for

investment from within the UK and overseas.

Business, include transport and digital infrastructure,

Business West is calling on the successful candidate on 6th

employment and skills prospects, affordable housing and

May to step up and strengthen the West of England’s profile

strategic planning for sustainable land use.

to help win much-needed investment from government and

Taken together, the points highlighted in the manifesto spell

the private sector to improve the lives of everyday voters.

out the vital importance of the business challenge to the four

The role of Mayor of the West of England was created in

candidates standing and will be debated with them at a

2017. The survey shows that 70% of businesses feel that the

special business and economy focused hustings event held

West of England, where Conservative Tim Bowles is not

in association with the Centre for Cities on 28th April.

seeking re-election, is being upstaged by other devolved

James Durie, Chief Executive of West of England Initiative

regions with directly elected mayors.

at Business West, said: “On behalf of the business

“Business awareness and recognition of the role and

community I’d like to recognise the progress in establishing

interests in Westminster and to encourage inward investment

postholder needs to markedly improve – our survey indicated

WECA in the region over the last four years. This has made

from within the UK and overseas, championing the strengths

that awareness of the current West of England Mayor was

our local governance more joined up on vital issues like

that the Bristol and Bath city region offers.

significantly lower compared to metro mayors in other

transport, planning and skills, after many years of disjointed

“Business also wants a Mayor that is focused on unlocking

regions, such as Andy Burnham, Mayor of Greater

political relationships across our area.

areas that hold the region’s growth back and who can deliver

Manchester, and Sadiq Khan, Mayor of London. Awareness,

“We are calling upon the next West of England Mayor to

against their urgent needs, from skills and employment to

recognition and understanding of the role will only improve

build upon these foundations to accelerate and unlock the

housing and employment land.”

through outreach into and working with the business

delivery of clean and inclusive growth and prosperity.

Read the Manifesto for Business at https://www.business

community.”

“As highlighted by the survey, business wants the next

west.co.uk/resources/west-england-mayor-manifesto-

Meanwhile 64% of businesses in the survey think that North

Mayor to confidently and assertively represent the region’s

business

James Durie

Candidates announced for May elections
Across our region on 6th May there will be elections to

• Robert Clarke - Reform UK

choose a new West of England Mayor and a new Police &

• Sean Donnelly – Independent

Crime Commissioner (PCC), while in Bristol there will be

• Dr Caroline Gooch – Liberal Democrats

local elections for the 34 wards and a ballot for a Bristol

• Sandy Hore-Ruthven – Green Party

Mayor. The candidates standing in the various elections have

• John Langley – Independent

now been published.

• Marvin Rees – Labour Party

Residents in Bath & North East Somerset, Bristol and South

• Oska Shaw

Gloucestershire will be able to vote for the Regional Mayor

• Alastair Watson – The Conservative Party.

of the West of England Combined Authority (WECA),

The names of those standing to become councillors and

leading the development of regional business, skills, housing

represent the city’s 34 wards are available on the council’s

and transport and the pandemic recovery plan for the region.

website.

The list of candidates standing to become Regional Mayor

Meanwhile the candidates to become the next Avon and

are Dan Norris for the Labour Party, Jerome Thomas for the

Somerset PCC are Cleo Lake (Green), Kerry Barker

Green Party, Samuel Williams for the Conservative Party and

(Labour), Mark Shelford (Conservative), Heather Shearer

Stephen Williams for the Liberal Democrats.

(Lib Dem) and John Smith (Independent).

The list of Bristol Mayor candidates includes nine names

Information booklets about candidates standing in the

whilst 293 candidates will stand in the local council election,

elections will be sent to homes. You must be on the electoral

only the second time that all 70 councillors will be elected

register to vote and the deadline to register is midnight on

on the same day.

Monday 19th April. It takes just a few minutes to apply

Those standing in the Bristol Mayoral election are:

online at gov.uk/register-to-vote

• Tom Baldwin - Trade Unionist and Socialist Coalition

Voters can cast their ballot in person, by post or by proxy.
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Soap talk

Lives become entwined in Greenborne
With KTCRfm observing broadcast protocol following
the death of the Duke of Edinburgh, normal programme
output was suspended until Monday of this week.
One of the many consequences is that listeners may not have
been able to catch up on the latest events in Greenborne, the
radio soap being broadcast by community radio stations
across the country. The weekly instalments form part of
KTCR’s Spoken Word Show which airs first on a Monday
and is then repeated on Wednesday and Sunday afternoons.
If you did miss out on Episode 3, then you should know how
the lives of the many characters in the village are beginning
to become entwined. Village life often revolves around the
pub and in Greenborne that seems to be the case at the Fox

and Dragon.
Landlord Alan has not only retained his former policeman’s
investigative skills but also his jealous instinct as he begins
to trail his wife Bev as she goes about her business in the
village. The trail leads him to the home of the charismatic
‘incomer’ – Iranian artist Farhad.
Meanwhile Alan and Bev’s twins are embarked on their own
dubious activities. Son Lewis comes to the aid of budding
DJ and garage mechanic Jeet, thanks to a cash-bulging wallet
belonging to an Emirati that he claims to have found.
And his sister Daisy has her own problems with Chloe, the
new partner of hairdresser Sandra. The two were involved in
a bump in their cars, the only problem being Daisy’s lack of
insurance – or even a driving licence for that matter.
And via Chloe, we are linked back to the hairdressing saloncum-coffee shop that she runs with Sandra. COVID
lockdowns have severely affected their earnings over the last
12 months and they have fallen behind with the rent. This
week’s show ends with the landlord turning up to demand
the back rent. But the landlord is no faceless or absentee
property owner – Sandra discovers that the rent she doesn’t
have is due to her former school headmistress and mother of
her best friend Lisa, the infamous Evie Lejeune.
Tune in to 105.8fm for more today (Wednesday) at 2pm or
on Sunday at 3pm. Monday’s Spoken Word show is also
available on Listen Again at www.ktcrfm.com
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Evie Lejeune is played by Louise Jameson

Staggered reopening
for community centre
Longwell Green Community Centre says that as
lockdown eases, it will be seeing the return of a few
activities in May, including meetings by a local stroke
group, but it will not be opening fully until September.
The bars remain closed until further notice.
However, the centre is being used as a clinic for COVID19 vaccinations and the pre-school that meets there
remains open.
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Wedding venue proposed in
historic walled garden
The owners of Tracy Park Golf and
Country Hotel in Wick are seeking listed
building consent to repair the historic
walled garden on the site and build a new
120-guest wedding venue.
They say this is a step towards ensuring the
resort’s future (as we featured in Issue 656
last December), providing income that
would help the viability of the business and
provide essential new jobs to an industry
decimated by the pandemic.
Tracy Park employed 53 members of staff
prior to the first lockdown in March 2020.
With no realistic hopes of turning the
fortunes of the business around, and to
protect the future of the company, most of
the hotel staff were made redundant at the
end of last summer, prior to the ending of the
furlough scheme last October.
In our interview, general manager Greg
Shaw spoke about the £18m plans to turn
Tracy Park into a bespoke tourist and leisure
destination, firstly with a new wedding
venue and then a new golf clubhouse,
followed by a 100-bed hotel with a gym and
spa. The hotel currently has 42 bedrooms.
The 240-acre estate, which is in the Green
Belt and Cotswolds Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty, has two championship 18hole golf courses but the current clubhouse
is just a temporary cabin.
Weddings and other events are held in the
Grade II listed manor house but the building,
which dates from the 17th century, needs

major work. It also has limitations including
a small kitchen, while the room used for
wedding receptions is on the first floor, to
which there is no lift.
Listed building consent is being sought to
repair the listed garden wall and bothy and
create a wedding venue with formal gardens.
The walled garden is in a poor condition,
with parts already collapsed. A permanent
building would be erected on the site of a
previously permitted marquee. The design is
intended to create a contemporary building,
but with a nod to the type of traditional glass
houses which were a characteristic feature of
walled gardens attached to country houses.
The wedding venue would hold up to 85
weddings a year, plus an additional 10
functions.
A report to South Gloucestershire Council in
support of the proposed development says:
“In respect of Green Belt policy, it is
accepted that the development would
amount to inappropriate development.
Notwithstanding this position, very special
circumstances have been put forward to
demonstrate that the development as
proposed would outweigh the harm by
reason of inappropriateness.
“These include the repair of the walled
garden and bothy and the restoration of the
formal gardens within. Further, the proposed
glazed structure is an appropriate form of
development within the walled garden and in
keeping with the site’s historic context.

How the new wedding venue would look

“In addition, the development would offer
significant benefits to the economic viability
of the site which will see the long-term
enhancement, maintenance and use of the
site. There is also the wider economic
benefits for the immediate area, which
includes
increased
employment
opportunities.”
With the current limited facilities, Tracy Park
has 33 weddings currently booked between
next month and March 2022.
The report to planners also says that there are
currently only 400 golf members, largely due
to the clubhouse consisting of a portable
cabin housing “tired changing rooms and a
very small, inadequate members’ bar and

kitchen”. A new clubhouse could see
membership grow to 750 members.
It adds: “Unless the infrastructure does
change, the business will ultimately close at
some point. The addition of a new wedding
/ function room and golf clubhouse will drive
demand from new golf members and
wedding/function bookers, giving the
business a much-needed boost and additional
jobs in the process.
“With good road links, location and
impressive setting, this proposal is
considered the start of a masterplan which
will ultimately position Tracy Park as one of
the finest four-star hotel and leisure
complexes in the county.”

Offices To Let

The historic walled garden
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Road closures
to prevent
short cuts
South Gloucestershire Council says that

access to Westerleigh Road via Henfield

the major housing development works

Road whilst the Coxgrove Hill closure will

under way in the Lyde Green area are

prevent

having a major impact on the road

Pucklechurch.

network, with the result that restrictions

The scheme has been designed to allow

are required to prevent these roads being

access to the properties between the two

adversely affected by vehicles from the

closures to be serviced via the new

new developments using them as short

development.

cuts.

The closures will not be implemented until

As a result, two road closures for vehicles are

the new routes are available and will not

proposed on Henfield Road and Coxgrove

apply to pedal cyclists.

Hill.

To find out more look on the council’s

The Henfield Road closure will prevent

website under ‘Consultations’. Comments

vehicles from the new development gaining

are invited by 1st May.

access

to

the

B4465

via

Keep in touch, let us know what you think,
send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Back in business as lockdown eases
Non-essential shops, hair and beauty salons, gyms and

than 20 shop windows and the theme is ‘Staple Hill

outdoor hospitality and attractions reopened on Monday

Welcomes You’.

in a major step to easing COVID-19 restrictions.

Trader Tina Lewis, from The Beauty Spot, said: “Our traders

Weather wise the week got off to a good start, with customers

are really excited about this project and hope it will make

able to enjoy the sunshine over a drink or meal in pub gardens

shoppers smile as they pass by. It will be a unique experience

and outside cafés and restaurants.

to watch the artists in action and a beautiful sight when

Libraries have also reopened in South Gloucestershire, Bath

finished. We have all struggled this past year. We want to

& North East Somerset and Bristol with safety measures in

show our local customers we missed them.”

place.

Meanwhile there was good news in Keynsham and Emersons

In Staple Hill an art initiative from the Chamber of Trade is

Green where the Peacocks stores, which previously had

enticing shoppers back to a high street hit hard by lockdown.

‘Closing down’ signs in their windows, were among the

Well-known Bristol artists are this week doodling in more

shops reopening. It follows the rescue of the collapsed
fashion chain from administration.
The rule of six or two households when meeting outdoors
remains and people are still asked to work from home if they
can.
• The most recent available data as we went to print this week
showed South Gloucestershire had 18.6 COVID-19 cases per
100,000 population, down 42% on the previous seven-day
period.
The latest data for Bristol showed a rate of 16 cases per

Keynsham’s only high street fashion store has
been rescued from administration
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100,000, down from 44, while the most recent figures for

Jayde Perkin is one of the Bristol artists helping to bring
shoppers back to Staple Hill

B&NES showed an increase - up to 14 cases per 100,000

symptoms. Home test kits can be ordered for delivery at

compared to 10.

https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-

Everyone in England is now encouraged to take a free rapid

tests or find your local pick-up site at https://maps.test-and-

COVID test twice a week, including those without

trace.nhs.uk/

19

Spotlight on
cycle security
There was a good turnout at Page Park in Staple Hill on
Saturday where cyclists queued up to have their bikes
security marked by the local police team.
There have been regular thefts recently in the area and
the police recommend this marking to all cyclists.
Contact your local neighbourhood team to find out more.

Have your say
on village play
improvements
Pucklechurch Parish Council is seeking the views of
residents to help shape future play area provision for
children up to primary school age.
There is a questionnaire on the council’s website http://pucklechurchparishcouncil.weebly.com
People can send in photos of ideas from other play areas,
and children are encouraged to send in drawings of what
they want to see to parish.council@pucklechurch.org by
23rd April.
The data will be used to inform the council’s play area
strategy and will contribute to the specifications for new
equipment at the Eagle Crescent play area which is
available through developer contributions.
Further information is available from the parish council
clerk by calling 07525 842095.

Craft sale
St James’ Church at Mangotsfield will be holding a craft
and table-top sale on Saturday (17th April) from 10am
to 1pm at the church hall in Richmond Road.
All COVID rules will apply.
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New homes would
be ‘a pure mass of
oppressive development’
Plans for a backland development of nine four-bed houses
in Longwell Green have been strongly criticised by parish
councillors.
As we reported in Issue 670 last month, six neighbours at
Stonehill, which is on the main A431, have put forward their
gardens for housing.
The plans submitted to South Gloucestershire Council
involve demolishing No 40 to create an access to a detached
house and eight three-storey semi-detached houses that
would be built in the rear gardens.
The plans have been prepared by architects on behalf of the
owner of No 40 and the owners of numbers 38, 42, 44, 46
and 48.
All have extensive rear gardens and around 40% of each plot
would be included in the development. A total of 20 vehicles
and 22 cycle spaces are proposed.
A resident from nearby Hillcroft Close, who says she would
be severely affected, spoke about her concerns at Hanham
Abbots Parish Council’s meeting last Tuesday. She told
councillors that one of the proposed houses would be less
than 10 metres from her property, directly overlooking the
side of her home, and that two of the other houses would
overlook the rear.

She spoke about the total loss of privacy this would cause:
“We feel we will be completely enclosed by a pure mass of
oppressive development.”
The parish council agreed with her concerns, saying: “The
proposed development would result in an unacceptable
negative impact on the existing neighbouring houses due to
the proposed dwellings having a dominant and overbearing
effect, resulting in loss of privacy. Eight of the proposed
dwellings have three floors which will overlook neighbouring
gardens.”
In their objection councillors added that the houses appear to
be cramped, lack outdoor space and that there is insufficient
parking.
They also raised concerns over traffic on the A431, saying
access to the site would be difficult at peak times due to the
nearby traffic lights. They said the traffic survey carried out
at the beginning of December 2020 during lockdown is not
representative of normal flow and would like to see a further
traffic survey now that traffic levels are returning to normal.
They also questioned what plans are in place to cope with
construction traffic.
The decision rests with South Gloucestershire Council which
is due to make a decision on the plans by early May.

Stonehill

Community farm
opens its doors

June reopening
for museum

Grimsbury Community Farm in Kingswood was
reopening daily to visitors as of this week after being
closed during lockdown.
Family groups of over 10 people or organised visits, such
as by a playgroup, need to book in advance.

Kingswood Heritage Museum has announced that it will
not be reopening until 1st June.
It will be open then on Tuesday, Saturday and Sunday
afternoons and says that face masks and social distancing
will be mandatory.
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Mixed use approved for
vacant main road site
A planning application to change the use of warehouse
buildings on Bath Road in Bitton has been approved by
South Gloucestershire Council.
The site was occupied by Unity Tyre Co Ltd as a storage
and distribution depot for tyres from the 1980s until
October 2018 when it ceased trading, blaming punitive tariffs
by the Chinese government which made it impossible to
compete.
The site owners said in their application that given the
condition of the premises and access to the motorway
network via congested urban roads, there is little if any
demand for the premises by a single storage user.

They felt that the only prospect for the site remaining in
commercial use is through subdivision into smaller units and
changing it to a mixed use of business, general industrial and
storage and distribution.
Bitton Parish Council supported neighbours’ requests for
reasonable operating times in what is a residential area.
The council approved the proposed alterations with several
conditions, including that there are no external works or
deliveries between 11.30pm and 6am; nor at any time on
Sundays, bank or public holidays.
Before the first occupation, an acoustic barrier must be put
up to protect neighbouring residents.

Council to fund BMX
track refurbishment
Oldland Parish Council has agreed to fully fund the
refurbishment of the BMX Pump Track in Longwell
Green and has appointed Architrail Velosolutions UK to
undertake the revamp.
The work will result in bringing back the height of the
jumps and surfacing the track with Tarmac to create a
smoother ride suitable for wider use. The project cost is
£11,249. Work is planned to get underway in mid-May
and people can keep up to date with progress on the
Longwell Green BMX Facebook page.

Situations Vacant

Trustees Needed
South Gloucestershire Youth Housing (SGYH) is a small
charity based in and around Kingswood offering
supportive living for young people aged from 16years.
The Main of our Trustees are from the Yate and Chipping
Sodbury area, as we have always had strong connections
with that area of South Gloucestershire. We are looking
for willing people who can offer a few hours a month to
join us and help move the charity forward. We are looking
for people from many walks in life including those who
have knowledge of Accounting, Housing and
Employment law.
If you are interested in joining us or would like further
information please contact The Charities Team CoOrdinator
E- Mail Mandy070263@gmail.com

Chief Constable to stand down
Avon & Somerset’s Chief Constable Andy Marsh has
confirmed he will not be seeking to extend his contract
when it expires at the start of July.
He said it had been the “honour of a lifetime” to lead a
force he first joined as a new recruit in 1987.
He went on to take both operational and detective roles up
to the role of Chief Superintendent and BCU (Basic
Command Unit) Commander, first for South Bristol and
then Somerset East.
He then served as Assistant Chief Constable at Wiltshire
Police and then Avon & Somerset Police, before being
appointed Deputy Chief Constable and then Chief
Constable at Hampshire Police, before taking on the Chief
Constable role at Avon and Somerset Police in February
2016.
He was awarded the Queen’s Police Medal in 2018, the
same year he was recognised by Women of the Future in
its list of 50 ‘Kind Leaders’.
CC Marsh said: “To leave a force I first joined in 1987 has
been a difficult decision to make, but I feel it is the right
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time for me to embark on a new challenge and for another
person to take the helm and continue on the journey to
make Avon & Somerset Police the outstanding force it
deserves to be.”
Sue Mountstevens, the current Police & Crime
Commissioner, said: “Andy Marsh has been an
outstanding Chief and has led his team, with courage,
through some particularly challenging times for policing including austerity and the COVID-19 pandemic.”
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Crossword Solution

2-Hard
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Service Directory
Aerials

Appliances

Blinds

Boiler Service

Electrical

Garden Services

Garden Services

Handyman

Home
Maintenance

Carpet Cleaning

Computers

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM
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Service Directory
Home
Maintenance

Home Help

Plumbing

Roofing

Tree Services

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more
Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Locksmiths

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Sewing Lessons

We load and clear any
household, garden,
garage and shed
clearance
Free estimates
Fully licensed
85% recycled

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you book
the cheaper each insertion
becomes

Rubbish
Clearance

Call 0117 9373009

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

at anytime to book

+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

Adverts cost £4.20 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper
each insertion
becomes

1 week - £21
2 weeks - £18.90
4 wk - £17.85

Telephone
Engineers

6 wk - £16.80
8 wk - £15.75

Oven Cleaning

12 wk - £14.70
26 wk - £13.65

1 week = £21
2 weeks = £18.90
4 weeks = £17.85
6 weeks = £16.80
8 weeks = £15.75
12 weeks = £14.70
26 weeks = £13.65
52 weeks = £12.60

52 wk - £12.60
All prices per week
exc VAT

Wigs
Tree Services

All prices per week exc VAT
You don't have to book
successive weeks. You can
choose fortnightly, monthly or
specific insertion dates as
long as the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the discount
rate.

£21.00

Cheap and fast

Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

+ VAT

Waste Disposal

Painting
& Decorating

Similar percentage discounts
apply equally to larger sized
adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

You don't have to book
successive weeks.
You can choose
fortnightly, monthly
or specific insertion
dates as long as the
total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.
Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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