
Parking restrictions in some parts of South

Gloucestershire are not legally enforceable, we can reveal.

People living near Bridge Road Industrial Estate in

Kingswood have been complaining for years that waiting

restrictions are not being enforced, despite repeated claims

by the council that the problem of “discrepancies” is being

sorted out.

But we understand that the problem is much wider, with

at least 20 areas of South Gloucestershire affected.

The recent Community Engagement Forum meeting for

the area heard that the council’s parking enforcement team

is getting through the backlog and it is hoped there will

be action soon at Bridge Road.

The Week In has seen correspondence to a local resident

from January 2017 in which a council traffic engineer

acknowledges some discrepancies between the written

legal Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) and the road signs

and road markings: “This does mean that we are unable

to carry out enforcement at this location at this time. South

Gloucestershire Council are currently working on a

scheme to correct these discrepancies so that parking

enforcement can be resumed in Bridge Road. The

remedial work has been included in the Rodway Parking

Review and will be carried out on completion of the TRO

process.”

The engineer advised that the legal process is “lengthy”
so could not confirm a completion date. 

Then a year later, in January 2018, in response to the

resident chasing the council to find out what was

happening, he was told: “As you were advised last year,

there are some discrepancies between the TRO and the

existing road signs and road markings. This means that

the council is still unable to carry out parking enforcement

at this location at this time.” 

The letter said that Bridge Road was part of an imminent

waiting restriction review of the Rodway area: “If the

decision is made to go ahead, it is anticipated that the

scheme will be implemented between June and August

2018.”

But in October 2018, the council responded to another

letter, thanking the resident for his continued patience and

saying the review scheme was not yet complete: “Once

the appropriate signs and road markings are in place, we

will inform our colleagues in Parking Services who will

then be a position to commence enforcement of

restrictions in Bridge Road. 

“I can confirm that the council’s Parking Services team

issue the Penalty Charge Notices associated with loading

and waiting restrictions contraventions only when the

correct road markings and signage are in place.”
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Continued from page 1
The local resident says he has continued to

press the council and has raised the issue

with local councillors and at public

meetings. 

After the recent forum he told us that up to

seven cars park on a bend in Bridge Road,

blocking the view, and some are there all

day. 

“The gripe from residents is that near-miss

accidents are being caused by these vehicles.

Bridge Road is a walk to school route for 130

pupils twice a day. The council has shunned

every effort through three sets of councillors

to make any attempts to get things right. I

hope now we will get some action.”

Speaking at the forum, Cllr Kim Scudamore,

who represents residents in the New

Cheltenham ward, explained: “The issue is

about the fact that some of the parking

restrictions are not actually enforced by

the council and in fact there were quite

a lot of areas around South Gloucestershire

where for various reasons the council

weren’t actually able to enforce the

restrictions.

“The good news is that the majority of those

have now been sorted out and they can

actually enforce appropriate restrictions.

There are still a few that need to be done and

these are often where the actual road

markings don’t coincide with the traffic

order or with the signage that has gone up,

and the backlog of getting that sorted out.”

He understood that the problem in Bridge

Road is that some of the road markings don’t

match the signage and the traffic order:

“That’s being looked at now. Parking

enforcement are trying to sort it out; there

will be engineers to see whether the

markings can be corrected. There is

hopefully some action taking place.”

We asked the council to respond to the

enforcement problems and why in particular

it has taken so long to sort out the situation

at Bridge Road.

A spokesperson told us that the

implementation of road markings in some

areas, including Bridge Road, can only be

carried out during dry weather and on a

Sunday, when businesses are closed and the

roads are relatively clear.

They added: “The work schedule has also

been affected more recently by the

requirement to redeploy some of our staff in

the emergency response to COVID-19.”
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Plans to build five more detached

houses in the grounds of the former

Carpenters Arms pub in Wick have

been submitted to South

Gloucestershire Council.

In Issue 634 last July we reported that

developer Chewton Keynsham Ltd had

been granted permission to build three

four-bedroom houses next to the

‘Carps’ and turn the boarded-up pub

into a three-bed house with a garden

and parking at the rear, retaining a

small part for a micro-pub with a one-

bedroom staff flat. 

Locals had concerns that a pub on such

a small scale would not be

economically viable. Other concerns

were raised over parking, road safety,

the height of the houses and the lack of

greenery but the plans were approved.

Now the developer has put in a

planning application for “phase 2” of

the redevelopment at Church Road,

involving a further five houses on land

at the rear of the site with access via the

phase 1 site currently under

construction. 

Two detached three-bed houses and

three detached four-bed houses are

proposed and the developer says there

will be “ample parking” and the

development will have no detrimental

impact on neighbours.

The planning reference is P21/00712/F.
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A 50-year-old man appeared in court in Scotland this

week charged with murdering a missing South

Gloucestershire mother and one of her children.

Police attended a property in Dundee around 3.20pm last

Friday as part of an inquiry into the disappearance of

Bennylyn Burke, 25, and her two children. 

They were reported missing to Avon & Somerset Police on

Monday 1st March. She was reportedly last been seen at her

home, believed to be in the Kingswood area, on Wednesday

17th February.

Andrew Innes, who was arrested by police last Friday,

appeared at Dundee Sheriff Court on Monday, accused of

bludgeoning the young mother to death and also murdering

her two-year-old daughter Jellica by unknown means at his

Troon Avenue home some time between 17th February and

5th March.

He was remanded in custody and is expected to make a

second court appearance next week.

Police say that Bennylyn’s second child has been traced and

is being supported by police.

Forensics officers were this week continuing to search the

property in Troon Avenue. Detective Superintendent Graeme

Mackie, of Police Scotland’s Major Investigation Team, has

urged anyone with any information to come forward.

He said Bennylyn’s next of kin were being supported by

colleagues from Avon & Somerset Police: “Our thoughts are

with her family and friends at this very difficult time.”
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Man, 50, charged with murdering
Kingswood mum and daughter

Housing association Bromford has now submitted a

planning application to South Gloucestershire Council to

demolish 22 “low quality” homes and a block of 10

garages in Cadbury Heath and build 39 new homes.

We first revealed Bromford’s regeneration scheme in

January (Issue 661).

Twenty of the existing homes in Hampton Close and

Newton Road were let as social rented homes and the

customers living in these properties have all been

rehoused. The neighbouring Earlstone Crescent garage

block, which is in a poor state of repair, is part of the

project. Two homes are planned on the site.

The proposed new properties are eight one-bedroom flats,

15 two-bed houses, 14 three-bed houses and two four-bed

houses. Bromford say the site will be redeveloped to

deliver 100% affordable housing. 

A total of 78 parking spaces are shown in the plans, plus

landscaping. The planning reference is P21/00546/F.

39 new homes for Cadbury Heath
Bennylyn Burke



Half of the old Warmley Golf Course

is being earmarked for potential

development.

South Gloucestershire Council has just

published the outcome of its most

recent Call for Sites exercise to identify

land that could be considered for future

growth and development – and part of

the old golf course, along with the

adjoining Suez recycling and recovery

depot at Cowhorn Hill, is one of five

sites that the council owns or part-owns
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Part of Warmley Golf Course  

Part of Warmley Golf Course is identified for development

Police say there was an attempt to force entry to a home

on Warwick Road in Keynsham between 2.30pm and

10.30pm on Tuesday 2nd March. Someone tried to prise

the glass out of the back door, causing damage to the

frame. 

No entry was made, possibly because the dog started

barking.

And there was an attempt to steal a motorbike from

Orchid Drive in the town during the night of Tuesday

2nd March. The bike was moved around the corner and

damage to the ignition was caused in an attempt to

hotwire it. The top box was removed. 

Meanwhile someone damaged the lock to a garden shed

at Tamworth Road in an attempt to force entry. It is

unsure exactly when it happened but it was noticed on

Friday 26th February.

Police say sheds, garages and other outbuildings

continue to be popular targets for criminals in the area

and urge people to take additional preventative steps if

possible. 

If you have any information regarding any of these

incidents contact the police on 101. Alternatively call

Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111.

Recent crimes
in Keynsham



and has put forward for

consideration. The future use of all

five sites is “to be confirmed”.

Two of the sites involve third-party

land – one being part of the old golf

course described as “Land at

Brereton Way (including Cowhorn

Hill Depot) Tower Road South” and

the other is Frampton End Farm at

Frampton Cotterell.

The former golf course, particularly

well-used by dog walkers, runs

from near Brereton Way in Cadbury

Heath down to the depot. It is next

to Cadbury Heath Skate Park and

the allotment site run by Oldland

Parish Council.

The Week In has previously

reported on South Gloucestershire

Council’s hopes of relocating the

waste vehicles at Cowhorn Hill to

the Carsons Road waste and

recycling centre at Mangotsfield.

The old civic buildings at the

Cowhorn Hill site were demolished

last year. 

The old civic buildings at the

Cowhorn Hill site were demolished

last year. The additional three

council-owned sites being

submitted are Leigh farms I and II

at Pucklechurch, land at Berrows

Mead in Rangeworthy and land at

York Gardens in Winterbourne.

The council is in the process of

preparing a new Local Plan for the

district, which will direct housing

growth and identify areas where

land can be allocated for business

growth, as well as the transport and

infrastructure needed for new

development.

It says that by proactively putting

the five sites forward, it will be able

to influence what is done with the

land, rather than have the market

lead, which could result in

speculative development.

Meanwhile all the sites submitted

for potential development have

been processed and added to an

interactive map on the council’s

website – https://maps.southglos.

gov.uk/Map/Map.aspx?mapName=

CFS_MAP_01

Under Government planning rules,

sites can be proposed by anyone,

including the landowner or a

prospective developer, and being on

the online map does not

automatically mean a site will be

taken forward, or that planning

permission will be granted.

The council says all the sites will be

assessed and considered against

priorities for the new Local Plan

and the council’s objectives for

achieving net zero carbon by 2030.

Any which might be suitable will be

publicly consulted on.

Like they did during the Call for

Sites in 2018, developers are

putting forward Green Belt sites for

development, including parts of

Hanham (including the Hanham

Hills), a large swathe of land to the

north of Warmley, land at

Shortwood and Bridgeyate, fields

off Barry Road in Oldland Common

and land to the west of

Pucklechurch.

A large chunk of Green Belt land at

Bitton is on the map this time,

showing fields around Springwater

Farm for possible housing while the

nearby site of the derelict

greenhouses at Brewery Hill is

listed for potential “residential,

community, retail, sports /open

space”.
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earmarked by council for development 

The old greenhouses site at Bitton 
Picture credit: Carolyn Russell

Have developers got their eyes on land near you?



Dumping ground claim is

not true 
Dear Editor    

I refer to the article (on the Letters page) in

Issue 668 entitled ‘Keynsham becoming a

dumping ground’. It would seem fair and

reasonable to expect that articles posted here

are based on the correct facts. 

Firstly the tragic incident referred to at

Avonmouth was nothing to do with gas from

waste food reprocessing. 

The unfortunate accident involved the

process that deals with human waste

(sewage) therefore it is not correct to imply

any similar safety risk from the proposed

process at Charlton Road. 

The writer also states that this and the other

proposed expansion of the site in Pixash

Lane will result in Keynsham becoming a

dumping ground for waste. This is also

incorrect as both sites will be processing

waste that is then used or sent elsewhere with

the intention of minimising the amount of

waste going to landfill. Not only is this costly

to the taxpayer and the environment but

more landfill presents a real eyesore on the

landscape. 

In my view technologies and facilities that

make good use of our waste should be

encouraged as this has a beneficial impact on

the environment and the consequential

effects on climate change, I hope that

B&NES Council will look favourably at

what is proposed because recycling is one

way of reducing the future depletion of

natural resources.

However, I would agree that proper

provision for safe vehicle access is critical

and I would hope that B&NES will demand

this as part of their review. For those like-

minded individuals, the consultation on the

site at Charlton Road is available on the

B&NES website.

Brian Withyman

Keynsham

We’re facing the total loss

of our Green Belt land 
Dear Editor    

The Green Belt surrounding and within

Keynsham is not safe in the Government or

B&NES Council's hands. In about 10 years’

time we would be hard pushed to find any

left in our area.

The latest piece of Green Belt which the

council wish to get their hands on with a

view to building 1,500 homes is in North

Keynsham. This is in addition to all the other

pieces of Green Belt that have been lost

recently. There have been developments at

the top end of Charlton Road, Hygge Park,

Woodland View. Then there is land at

Withies Green and near Minsmere Road that

has been safeguarded for future

development. 

Why is there so much house-building going

on in Keynsham?  We have already had

enough and any new houses could be built

elsewhere within B&NES. There are plenty

of brownfield sites and derelict buildings that

could be developed.

The piece of land at North Keynsham that

they wish to purchase looks as though it goes

right down to the River Avon and is also

Grade I farmland for the growing of crops.

We import far too much food in the UK and

should be growing more of our own to offset

carbon. It does not make sense to import

food when we could be growing our own. 

Why the council should want to build so

close to the river which in winter regularly

floods due to climate change is beyond me.

In fact one of the fields on the right side of

Broadmead Lane is constantly under water

in wintertime. B&NES Council have

declared a climate emergency, yet they want

to build another road and increase car usage

due to new houses in this area. They should

know that more roads create more traffic.  

As I say, the Green Belt is not safe and it will

not be too long before we are joined up with

Saltford and Bristol without any Green Belt.

Irene Pearce

Keynsham

Take wildlife habitat

destroyers to task 
Dear Editor    

Ms Freeman’s letter in The Week In (3rd

March) regarding the massacre of hedges at

Webbs Heath reminded me of the last time I

passed there and saw this appalling sight. 

Though it looks disgraceful I am more

concerned with the effect on birds and

nesting, insects and small mammals to whom

hedges are necessary, which through this

butchery have either been killed or

misplaced.  

Such desecration of wildlife habitat should

never be allowed to happen, whether this

was authorised by the council or a private

venture, and huge fines should ensue to

ensure this doesn’t happen in the future. 

During the last South Glos Council meeting

I attended councillors were taken to task over

their failure to comply with obligatory tree

planting throughout the county. The council

should pay more attention to the

environment and not allow butchers to

destroy it. 

Anne Gale

People with diabetes urged

to get vaccine 
Dear Editor    

Diabetes UK is urging people with diabetes

across the South West to take up the

coronavirus vaccine when offered it.

People with diabetes have been

disproportionately affected by the pandemic

and have a higher risk of becoming seriously

ill if they develop coronavirus. If you have

diabetes, the best way to protect yourself

against coronavirus is to avoid contact with

the virus and get vaccinated.

With all adults with diabetes now being

offered the vaccine, it’s incredibly important

to take up your invitation – to help keep

yourself, your family, and your community

safe.

The vaccines being offered are safe and will

save lives, but if you have any concerns or

would like more information, call Diabetes

UK’s Helpline on 0345 123 2399 or visit

diabetes.org.uk

Phaedra Perry

Regional Head, Diabetes UK South West

Proud of our community’s

response to pandemic 
Dear Editor    

Around this time last year, I first started

putting a call out for volunteers to help

support those who were shielding. Many

Stockwood residents came forward, helping

to deliver leaflets which offered help in the

form of shopping, prescription collection,

and telephone befriending to every house in

Stockwood. 

I think it's fair to say that none of us at that

time knew how things would develop, but I

am proud of the work that all the volunteers

of the Stockwood Community Response

Team have done. 

Together, we have responded to over 300

requests for help, with many more regular

shopping trips added on top of that. 

With the end potentially in sight, let's

continue to work together to protect our

communities. 

Sam Fox

Labour councillor candidate for

Stockwood

Power station would be a

retrograde step 
Dear Editor    

If there is one single issue that will test

B&NES Council’s commitment to climate
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change, then it must surely be the proposed

power station at Queen Charlton. 

Let us be clear from the start, this is not clean

renewable energy but a plant that will pump

thousands of tons of carbon dioxide into the

atmosphere via the combustion of methane

gas. 

If we add to this the emissions from the tens

of thousands of lorry movements required to

feed this beast, it won’t be long before

B&NES has the worst carbon footprint in the

region, and who benefits? Those who profit

from this venture will not pay the full cost;

we all will, particularly the people of

Keynsham, and for a generation to come.

Given that the installation of gas boilers is to

be banned from 2030, this project is a

retrograde step.

So let us all hope that our councillors will

stick to their commitment and put a stop to

this environmental madness.

J Fear 

Keynsham

A Mother’s Day gift that

will change lives 
Dear Editor    

This Mother’s Day, school feeding charity

Mary’s Meals would like to pay tribute to

incredible women around the world.

From the mums in the UK whose food has

nourished us throughout our childhoods,

including those who volunteer and fundraise

for Mary’s Meals, to the women who cook

and serve our daily meals for children in

some of the world’s poorest countries, we

celebrate them all. 

Mary’s Meals feeds more than 1.6 million

hungry children in 19 countries every school

day. 

That’s why I am asking your readers to send

a Mary’s Meals gift card to the special

women in their lives this Mother’s Day. For

just £15.90, it will feed a hungry child every

day for an entire school year.

And because the childhood meals our

mothers made often stay with us, reminding

us of being nurtured and loved, we have

included a favourite childhood recipe from

TV presenter Lorraine Kelly with each gift

card.  

Please visit marysmeals.org.uk/mothersday

to purchase your gift card or digital gift.

I know I’d love it if my three lovely children

gave me this special present for Mother’s

Day.

Gillian McMahon

Director of Supporter Engagement &

Income, Mary’s Meals

Life is not fair 
Dear Editor    

I write this on Friday morning after watching

the national news on BBC and Sky where the

main topic of conversation has been the 1%

pay rise offer to the NHS staff. 

It's not fair, says Sir Keir Starmer,

conveniently not saying what percentage he

would award. The same comment from the

Royal College of Nursing as they ask for a

ridiculous 12.5% increase. But a percentage

increase of any amount would not be fair as

the salary of a NHS Trust Executive would

increase by £46 a week, a senior consultant

by £21 and a band one cleaner by £3 and that

is based on a 1% increase. 

At a time when saving people’s lives in

hospitals is all about working as a team, that

is grossly unfair. If any financial reward is to

be given to NHS staff, surely it must be by

way of a lump sum payment of the same

amount to all. 

But life under the pandemic has not been

fair. As at mid-February 11.2 million people

have been furloughed, with many more

being allowed to work from home, whilst

others, mainly frontline staff in both the

public and private sector, have had travel to

work. 

My younger son has journeyed to

Southmead Hospital where he helps with

colleagues to care for those with COVID,

whilst my elder son travels to the centre of

Bristol to help find accommodation for the

homeless and get them off the street, both of

them running the risk of contracting the

virus. Life has not been fair to them. Since

the start of the lockdowns, some 750,000

people have lost their jobs in the private

sector whereas to my knowledge none have

been shed in the public sector. That has not

been fair.

At an individual level, who at the start of the

pandemic can forget the television interview

with the critical care nurse who at the end of

a long shift stopped at her local supermarket

to buy the basics, only to find the shelves had

been emptied by the selfish people who had

shopped before her. Life to that nurse was

unfair. My wife and I are almost at the end

of 12 months of isolation, when with others

of our peer group we have been unable to

visit the homes of our families or for them to

visit us and exchange hugs with one another.

That has not been fair and yet we still see

some people who think that the clear

instructions that have been issued by both

national and local government, do not apply

to them.

As we emerge from the lockdown, thanks

very much to the amazing vaccine roll-out,

we will find that the world has changed and

that there is much unfairness, but we will

need tolerance and understanding to work

together to correct this unfairness that will

have resulted.

Mike Barrow

Write to us

The Week In is independent of any political

or commercial interest.   We aim to produce

a balanced and accurate view of local news

and welcome comments from our readers. 

Normally, we will publish letters in full but

reserve the right to shorten or clarify the

contents or to refuse publication. Please try

to keep letters under 300 words and supply

your full name and address for reasons of

authentication.  Only the name and district

where you live will be reproduced.

Anonymity is possible under certain

circumstances. 

Copy can be sent by post or, preferably, e-
mail and should arrive at our offices no
later than 9.00am on the Monday of each
week. E-mail to:admin@theweekin.co.uk

SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 14th March

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green

(10.30am-4pm) 

Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm) 

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)

Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park 

(9.30am-4.30pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG

(9am-7pm) 

Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH

(10am-4pm)

Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)

Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds

(10am-4pm)

Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway

(11am-5pm)
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The team who look after

Saltford’s historic brass

mill say that a tree in the

grounds is damaging the

building and they have

applied for permission to

chop it down.

The mill next to the River

Avon at The Shallows dates

from the 1720s and is

Grade II* listed and a

Scheduled Monument.

It is the only surviving

building still with a furnace

and working water wheel that remains from

a group of 18th century mills making copper

and brass goods in the Avon Valley between

Bristol and Bath.

The mill is leased to Bath & North East

Somerset Council by a private owner.

Saltford Brass Mill Project is a voluntary

organisation which works with the council

and the owner to open it to the public,

monitor its condition and report any serious

maintenance problems.

Tony Coverdale, chair of the Saltford Brass

Mill Project, said: “Approval is sought to cut

down and remove an ash tree from the

grounds of Saltford Brass Mill plus the

removal of other vegetation which is

threatening the monument.

“The ash tree is self-seeded, growing out of

the mill’s tail-race leat wall, the roots of

which are partly in the river and partly within

the leat wall. The tree, which is not part of

the monument, has already caused damage to

the leat walls and there is concern that should

the tree fall, it will do further damage. Other

vegetation is also causing damage to the leat

walls.”

Conservation work will be needed to repair

the damage.

The application to remove the ash is pending

consideration by B&NES Council.

The mill is currently closed to visitors

because of COVID-19.

Crossword
ACROSS
1. Table ball game (9)

6. Mongrel (3)

8. Ground (7)

9. Sprinkle (5)

10. Chance (4)

11. Female fowl (3)

13. Travel by ship (4)

14. Paved terrace (5)

16. Roof timber (6)

18. Ornamental tuft (6)

19. Isolated (5)

21. Not any (4)

22. Bishop's
diocese (3)

23. Subdue (4)

27. Grilled bread (5)

28. Prehistoric
period (4,3)

30. Female sheep (3)

31. Arctic creature (5,4)

DOWN

1. Flying mammal (3)

2. Song-like (5)

3. ---- the Terrible (4)

4. Milk curdling
substance (6)

5. Waistband (4)

6. Dead body (7)

7. Regal colour (5,4)

10. Opera glass (9)

11. Stringed
instruments (5)

12. Saltpetre (5)

14. Podded vegetable (3)

15. Cereal (3)

17. Trumpet flourish (7)

20. Antenna (6)

24. Alert (5)

25. Pace (4)

26. Rain heavily (4)

29. Stray (3)
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Tree is putting
historic mill at risk

A skatepark project called The

Boarding School is taking off in

Staple Hill.

Throughout lockdown, the YOU

Foundation, which operates out of

the old primary school on Page

Road known as the YouF Centre,

has been offering young people

support, information and advice

through detached youth work

sessions.

Youth worker and keen

skateboarder Rob Sharp says they

have encountered lots of young

people who have taken up

skateboarding to pass the time and learn a

new hobby.

“Many young people reported to us that

skateparks felt like intimidating spaces

where lots of the obstacles were too big

and not easily accessible to beginners.

Working with young people through

consultations and socially distanced

'Ramps & Rails' sessions at Page Park,

we've designed a park that should offer

young skaters a safe, inclusive and most

importantly dry place to skate, practise

their skills and learn new tricks.

“We've called it The Boarding School as

we want to take a holistic approach,

offering skateboard coaching but also

other activities like art and cooking, etc.”

The charity has been able to secure some

funding for the new indoors skate school

at the YouF Centre that’s accessible to

skaters just starting out, and equipment

that allows those more confident to work

things out.

There is a large hall that’s hired out to

different groups so the ramps will have to

be set up and packed away after the

sessions.

Sessions will be bookable very soon via

www.staplehillyouth.wixsite.com/website

South Gloucestershire

Council has granted prior

approval for a developer to

turn a four-storey industrial

building in Warmley into

flats. Woodstock Homes

intend to change the use of

the Kier offices at the Old

Mill in Chapel Lane into 19

one-bed apartments. 

Vehicle access to the site is

from Chapel Lane and is

shared with three other units.

The proposed parking is in

accordance with council

parking standards so

overspill parking onto the

local roads is said to be very

unlikely. Nineteen cycle

spaces plus two for visitors

are also proposed.

New skate project
in Staple Hill

Apartments
scheme at Old
Mill approved

Rob Sharp
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An enforcement case has been pending

after Keynsham Conservative Club ripped

out windows at its Grade II listed premises

in the High Street without getting consent

and replaced them with plastic double-

glazing.

After B&NES Council refused a

retrospective listed building application to

keep the uPVC windows, the social club put

in plans last year to replace them with

bespoke, double-glazed, timber sash

windows in keeping with the Georgian

building, which is in the town’s Conservation

Area. The planning committee was expected

to finally approve the application at its

meeting today (Wednesday).

The club has explained that following

criticism about the west end of the High

Street being “drab and uninspiring”, and after

being inspired by the Old Bank pub next

door, which had painted its façade blue, it

decided to paint its building blue too. The

club said old pictures of Keynsham showed

the club as blue so it was keen to return the

front to its original colour.

It was while the painting was being carried

out that a contractor pointed out that the

windows on the top floor were ageing badly,

so the club swiftly replaced them with plastic

ones, overlooking the need for approval. 

The council has said the windows may have

been the originals and it is “regrettable” that

they were removed without the benefit of

appropriate permissions and a condition

survey or significance assessment. It said the

use of uPVC windows is “inappropriate” on

a listed building, as endorsed by national

planning advice and guidance from Historic

England and other conservation bodies.

Among the planning case documents is an

email from a council planning officer who

says the applications for retrospective

planning permission and listed building

consent “have to go to our development

management committee as they have been

submitted on behalf of a political party and

therefore do not benefit from delegated

decision-making”.

The District Constitutional Club, aligned to

the Conservative Party, opened in the

building in 1905. An email from the club to

the council last year says: “We think the

whole charade is politically motivated,

because we are ‘The Conservative Club’.”

The club has stressed it is not affiliated to the

Conservative Party which is why it has

changed its name to Club 22 although for

ease of management still trades as Keynsham

& District Conservative Club.

The unauthorised windows are still in situ

with an enforcement case pending. The

application going before councillors today

recommends the solution of proposed timber

sash windows which will be made using the

ground-floor ones as templates. Although

they are replacements themselves, they have

traditional detailing as corroborated by

historical photos. 

• Ironically the Grade II listed Old Bank is

facing enforcement action over its decision

to paint the top half of the façade blue

without realising the change required listed

building consent.

Originally believed to be a 19th century

coaching house, the building then became a

bank and was later converted to a pub.

Pub owner Western Inns has now put in an

application for listed building consent to

restore the top half to an off-white smooth

paint “that befits the criteria laid out in the

paint and finishes for historic shop fronts”. 

The planning reference number is

21/00206/LBA.

Grade II listed venues get the blues
over enforcement action

Conservative Club

The Old Bank
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Vandalised sculpture

removed from Railway Path

Spring cleaning in

Mangotsfield and Staple Hill
Volunteers jointed recent litter picks in the

Staple Hill and Mangotsfield ward organised

by local councillors Michael Bell, Ian

Boulton and Katie Cooper.

The photo shows the collection around the

Burley Grove area of Mangotsfield where

Cllr Bell said windblown litter had

accumulated over a length of time and

where household items had also been

dumped.

The other collection was around the Portland

Street area of Staple Hill.

The landmark sculpture of pencils on the

Bristol and Bath Railway Path near Warmley

has been targeted by vandals. 

South Gloucestershire Council removed the

sculpture last Tuesday as it is no longer safe.

A section of the path was closed while a 

team carried out the work.

The sculpture, officially called Sentinels 1,

had been there since 1993 and is one of

several public artworks along the route.

Concern has been voiced that it might now

be scrapped. The council said: “We will need

to see how bad the damage is, assess if it is

possible to repair and reinstall it and whether

funding is available.”
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After last summer’s influx of thousands of visitors to

Saltford’s beauty spots, B&NES Council ordered a

temporary parking suspension on Mead Lane and The

Shallows.

Now the council is planning to introduce permanent Traffic

Regulation Orders (TROs) that would see no parking at any

time along lengths of the two lanes.

No parking between 10am and 5pm on part of The Shallows

is also proposed, along with a permit holder zone on some

lengths of that road.

Saltford parish councillors last week backed the proposals,

saying they are “essential” to address long-standing safety

and access concerns which occur regularly during busy

periods.

“These concerns have since considerably alleviated from

July/August 2020 following the implementation of the

Temporary Traffic Orders by B&NES Council, which have

proved highly successful. 

“Additionally, the proposals will protect the amenity value

of the Saltford riverbank for residents and visitors whilst also

helping to reduce incidents of damage to the riverbank and

breaking up of the roadside edge itself in Mead Lane from

vehicles attempting to park partly on the riverbank. The

riverbank’s structure is not designed to accept vehicle

parking.

“The residents’ parking scheme element is supported to

maintain and improve parking access for residents without

off-road parking, viewed as required due to the high number

of vehicle-using visitors to The Shallows.”

The deadline for comments is 25th March.

Permanent parking restrictions
proposed for Saltford’s riverside areas

Lockdown restrictions are being cautiously eased from

this week as pupils go back to school, supported by

regular rapid lateral flow tests for students and staff. 

There is also a move towards more social mixing – from

Monday you can now meet one other person socially

outside, for example for a coffee or picnic. 

There are three new rapid COVID-19 test sites in

B&NES for key workers and people unable to work from

home who do not have any coronavirus symptoms.

On Monday one opened at the Masonic Hall in

Keynsham with another opening at the Centurion Hotel

in Midsomer Norton today (Wednesday).

A rapid test site also opened at the Apex Hotel in Bath

last week. All sites are open 7am to 7pm, Monday to

Saturday. Bookings can be made at

www.bathnes.gov.uk/rapidtest

Meanwhile Longwell Green Leisure Centre is this week

the site of a mobile testing unit for people with

coronavirus symptoms. To book a test visit

https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test or call 119.

Latest weekly figures from B&NES Council on Monday

showed the coronavirus case rate had fallen from 45 to

32 per 100,000 population. In South Glos the most up-

to-date figures showed a rate of 49.5 cases per 100,000

population – a fall of 40% on the previous week. Bristol’s

figures showed a weekly drop from 95 cases per 100,000

population to 63.

More testing as COVID-19
cases continue to fall 

Public Notice

Situations Vacant

Mead Lane

The Shallows

Keynsham Masonic Hall
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Service Directory
Home

Maintenance

Home

Maintenance

Garden Services

Garden Services

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting at

2 weeks

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting at

2 weeks

Aerials Appliances

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Blinds

Crossword SolutionSudoku Solutions
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7 8 9 4 2 6 1 5 3
5 4 6 3 1 8 7 2 9
3 1 2 5 7 9 4 8 6
6 7 4 9 3 5 2 1 8
8 5 1 2 6 7 3 9 4
2 9 3 8 4 1 6 7 5

2-Hard1-Easy

Architectural

Services

Chimney Sweeps

Driveways
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Service Directory
Plumbing Book a series

of adverts

and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4.20 per

centimetre (min 5cm)

The more weeks you

book the cheaper

each insertion

becomes

1 week - £21

2 weeks - £18.90

4 wk - £17.85

6 wk - £16.80

8 wk - £15.75

12 wk - £14.70

26 wk - £13.65

52 wk - £12.60

All prices per week

exc VAT

You don't have to book

successive weeks. 

You can choose

fortnightly, monthly 

or specific insertion

dates as long as the

total number of

insertions booked

corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting

at 2 weeks

Book a series

of adverts

and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4.20 per

centimetre (min 5cm)

The more weeks you

book the cheaper

each insertion

becomes

1 week - £21

2 weeks - £18.90

4 wk - £17.85

6 wk - £16.80

8 wk - £15.75

12 wk - £14.70

26 wk - £13.65

52 wk - £12.60

All prices per week

exc VAT

You don't have to book

successive weeks. 

You can choose

fortnightly, monthly 

or specific insertion

dates as long as the

total number of

insertions booked

corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting

at 2 weeks

Tree Services

Tree Services

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting at

2 weeks
An advert

like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting at

2 weeks

Locksmiths

Roofing

Rubbish 
Clearance
Cheap and fast
We load and clear any 

household, garden, 
garage and shed 

clearance
Free estimates
Fully licensed
85% recycled

Call 0117 9373009
at anytime to book

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Telephone

Engineers

Waste DisposalTHE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Wigs

Painting

& Decorating

Plumbing
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