
A new planning application for a waste-to-power plant

near Keynsham has been submitted to B&NES

Council.

The former Resourceful Earth plant at the old Queen

Charlton quarry site in Charlton Field Lane closed in

October 2017 when administrators were appointed.

Planning permission had been granted in 2014 for a

renewable energy anaerobic digester (AD) plant but it

wasn’t completed nor built in accordance with the

approved plans.

Then in 2019 a company called Resourceful Earth

Anaerobic Ltd (REAL) submitted new plans to produce

biogas to generate renewable electricity, increasing

capacity from the approved 25,000 tonnes of organic

material per annum to 92,000 tonnes.

The plans immediately sparked concerns including about

odours and an increase in traffic, and campaign group

POKE - Protect Our Keynsham Environment – was

formed. 

Last June the council advised the developer to withdraw

the application and resubmit it with impact assessments

and an environment statement. The developer has now

come back, saying: “REAL remains committed to involve

the community and understands the concerns. This is a

new planning application and previous comments from

the public have been considered.”

The AD facility would produce gas and electricity for

local grid networks and REAL also proposes to restore

local ecology in the old quarry.

A report by its engineering consultants says

that with the UK’s legally-binding target to be

carbon neutral by 2050, extracting energy

from waste that would ordinarily go to landfill

is key: “The REAL project will not only

support national needs but will benefit the

local community as well. The AD plant will

offer employment opportunities for the

neighbouring area and will support farmers to

provide another revenue stream with contracts

to help feed the AD plant.”

The report says that following a detailed

assessment of the various planning and environmental

considerations, on balance the limited harm is outweighed

by the opportunities. 

It says there is a lack of other suitable sites for renewable

energy development within the region, the proposals

would have a limited impact on the Green Belt, there

would also be a limited traffic impact and the site is well

located in relation to sources of waste. It adds that there

would be ecological, landscape and visual improvements

to the quarry, plus the creation of local jobs.

The total annual number of trips connected with the site

is predicted to be 10,637 vehicles in and 10,637 out.

Opening hours would be 6am to 6pm including Sundays

and bank holidays.

Construction work would begin in July and last for 12

months, plus another six months to allow for overrun of

on-site snagging, quarry remediation and planting.

Construction vehicles would come via the A37, turning

onto Queen Charlton Lane then right onto Woollard Lane.

Construction vehicles would then turn left onto Charlton

Road and right into Charlton Field Lane to the application

site. Construction vehicles leaving would do so via the

established access route.

No construction HGVs would be allowed to travel east on

Charlton Road due to weight restrictions in Keynsham.

Consultation concerns
Last week we reported on a new campaign to improve

safety on Charlton Road. The campaign has won the

support of POKE, whose chair Kerry Morgan says

REAL’s plans would have a huge impact on quality of life,

especially those who use the roads/lanes for walking,

cycling, horse riding and jogging.

She has asked the council to extend the 27th March

consultation deadline until May, saying there are extensive

documents to go through and POKE is going to get

technical experts to study them. 

She added: “We are also in a national lockdown which

will make it exceedingly difficult to engage with the local

community who are interested in this application.”

Another local resident has called for people living within

two miles of the site to be consulted. 

But the council says the deadline cannot be extended as

the target date for determination is 11th May and it would

risk an appeal by the applicant if does not meet that

deadline; however, it says any comments after the

deadline will be taken into account if they are received

before the council determines the scheme.

B&NES says that a number of notices about the plans will

be displayed around the application site and at the

entrance to the new residential developments on Charlton

Road: “It is not the intention to notify the approximately

4,000 residential properties within a 2.km radius of the

site. The display of multiple site notices in accessible

locations (even with current movement restrictions) will

allow members of the public to be notified of the

application.”

• The application reference is 21/00419/EFUL. 
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A South Gloucestershire pub was trading for two years

without a premises licence after the tenant was declared

bankrupt, it has emerged.

A new licence to a new proprietor of the Crown & Horseshoe

in North Street, Oldland Common, was issued at last

Tuesday’s meeting of South Gloucestershire Council’s

Licensing Sub-Committee.

The meeting heard that the previous licence lapsed in

September 2018 but neither pub company the EI Group, nor

the council as licensing authority, were made aware of the

situation. It came to light during a routine check.

Council licensing officer Dave Calloway told the meeting

that there had been movement on the licence in terms of a

transfer just before last Christmas. He said: “I checked

Companies House and various other registers and found

there had been a bankruptcy declared previously and an IVA

(Individual Voluntary Arrangement) made. That had the

effect of lapsing the licence but that would have been several

years ago. 

“We weren’t aware of that because we hadn’t been told. A

licence that’s lapsed can be reinstated with 28 days if it’s

applied for. That was never done. We never knew about it so

in effect that’s why it’s a new licence application today

because there is no licence.”

The previous tenant left last summer. In a report to the sub-

committee, the new designated premises supervisor is named

as Ross Dicks.

Alex Green, from EI Group’s agents Gosschalks, told the

meeting that the chain had between 4,000 and 5,000 public

houses, and the vast majority are tenanted: “This means

independent people operate the pubs. They usually operate

under a lease agreement of sorts. This would mean that the

premises licence would be in their name. 

“Unbeknown to my clients, back in 2018 the tenant at the

time entered into an IVA. This does, as we’ve heard, trigger

a lapsing of the premises licence. It also should have

triggered communication between the tenant and EI Group.

That would have meant that the premises licence would have

been transferred out of their name into another name and we

wouldn’t have been sat here today. 

“Nobody was aware of this until the end of last year. When

we were made aware of it, it was very clear what needed to

happen and my clients submitted virtually immediately an

application for a virtually identical premises licence,

basically just to have the pub reopen again in exactly the

same way as it has been for many years.”

The sub-committee heard that there were no objections to a

new licence from any of the responsible authorities,

including the police. 

However, there was an objection from a local resident who

said the pub is surrounded by homes and is “not a suitable

location” for such an establishment. The objector said the

area had been “a much more pleasant and peaceful place” to

live during lockdown when the pub has been closed: “We

have also been spared the foul language and arguments that

often take place, especially at the front of the pub when it is

open.”

Mr Green told the sub-committee: “We have one local

resident objector who doesn’t believe that this old, long-

standing public house should remain. Respectfully this is not

a review hearing. I invite the committee to grant the

application and give the community their pub back or when

the lockdown is finally lifted hopefully.”

The sub-committee agreed to the application, with some

additional conditions agreed with Trading Standards.

This week the council told The Week In: “Data protection

legislation means that we are not permitted to share

information on any action against the previous tenant.”

Pub traded for two years without a licence

A shed roof was damaged in an attempted theft in Burley

Grove in Mangotsfield on the evening of Wednesday 3rd

February.

A neighbour saw the offender and shouted at him and he

made off. He was last seen in Stanbridge Road. He is

described as being of medium build and was wearing a

black puffed jacket with blue beading. 

If you have any information regarding this incident contact

the police on 101 or Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800

555 111.

Would-be thief flees after being disturbed



Saltford Golf Club, which

had been allowing walkers

on to the course during

lockdown, has suspended

access.

In a message to Saltford

residents last Tuesday club

chairman David Diamond

said: “Due to the adverse

weather conditions and

heavy footfall, our greens

maintenance team will be

repairing the damage and

preparing the course in

readiness for members to

resume playing golf at the

beginning of March. 

“Therefore please be

advised that in the interest of

safety and with immediate

effect, Saltford Golf Club

is suspending all public

access to walkers on the

course. 

“We hope that you have

enjoyed the beauty of our

golf course during these

difficult and unprecedented

times.”
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Saltford Golf Club suspends public access

Police officers were granted more time by magistrates

last Monday (8th February) to interview a 25-year-old

man they had arrested on suspicion of murder following

a stabbing at a house in Kennard Road in Kingswood the

previous day.

The man has since been released under investigation.

A forensic post-mortem examination has confirmed that

the cause of the victim’s death was a single stab wound.

He was 24 and from Bristol but has not yet been named

by police.

Anyone with information about this incident who hasn’t

yet spoken with the police is asked to call 101 and give

the call handler the reference number 5221026964.

Police investigation
into stabbing
death continues 



The Week in • Wednesday 17th Februaryy 2021                                                                                                                                                                                                                    5

Approximately 30,500 COVID-19 tests have been carried

out or returned in the first week of the community surge

programme in Bristol and South Gloucestershire which

began on 7th February.

Of this total, some 14,000 tests were taken at mobile testing

units and around 16,500 tests were collected from Collect

and Drop sites and returned.

However, as of Monday, more than 10,000 tests had not yet

been returned to Collect and Drop sites and people are being

urged to do so.

People living or working in one of 24 specific postcodes have

until Sunday (21st February) to get a test as part of an

investigation to establish the prevalence of a change in the

variant of the COVID-19 virus first found in Kent, which has

been located in parts of Bristol and South Gloucestershire. It

is classed as a “variant of concern”.

More information about the community surge testing

programme and a list of the postcodes eligible for testing is

available on the Bristol City Council and South

Gloucestershire Council websites and we featured them in

last week’s issue. An additional Collect and Drop site will

open in Pucklechurch Community Centre this weekend.

While there is no evidence that the new strain is within

neighbouring B&NES the advice from health chiefs is to

continue to follow the stay at home advice and to act like

you’ve got the virus.

As infection rates continue to fall, the vaccination

programme for people aged 65 to 69 and those who are

clinically vulnerable against COVID has begun this week.

Meanwhile the over-70s and clinically extremely vulnerable

who have not yet been vaccinated against COVID-19 are

being asked to contact the NHS directly to book an

appointment. Until now, the NHS has asked people to wait

until they are contacted to help ensure that the most

vulnerable are protected first – and that remains the case for

most people.

Huge response to community testing
as vaccine roll-out continues 

A 28-year-old Hengrove man was

jailed for seven years at Bristol Crown

Court on Monday for punching a man

to death in Stockwood Road last year

over a £25 debt.

Mitchell Thorpe, of Great Hayles Road,

admitted manslaughter. He struck Craig

Parker, 45, in the face with a single

punch on 25th March. Mr Parker died

of his injuries on Tuesday 7th April.

Police discovered text messages

between the pair over the unpaid debt.

They also spoke to witnesses who had

heard Thorpe make threats over the

money he was owed.

Thorpe’s partner, Sophie George, 24,

admitted one charge of perverting the

course of justice. She had claimed

Thorpe was at home the night Mr

Parker was attacked. She received a

nine-month suspended sentence and

was ordered to do 70 hours’ unpaid

work.

In a statement to the court Mr Parker’s

family said that Thorpe “destroyed all

our lives that night”.

Man jailed after fatal punch 

Mitchell Thorpe



Every year South Gloucestershire

Council spends several weeks,

usually over the summer, clearing

rubbish from along the A4174

Ring Road as well as cleaning out

gullies, grass cutting and road

sweeping.

For the second year in a row, the

council says it needs to carry out an

additional schedule to clear the ring

road because of the huge amount of

rubbish and litter that’s accumulated. 

There will be lane closures on different

sections of both sides of the

carriageway, starting with the section

between Hicks Gate and Marsham Way

in Longwell Green.

The project was due to begin yesterday

(Tuesday) and is expected to run until

Friday 12th March. The council

apologises for the closures that will

cause disruption and delays.

It urges people: “Do not throw rubbish

from your vehicle - take it home and

put it in your bin or recycling

containers.

“It's never OK to litter; it harms

wildlife and livestock, pollutes the

environment and can cause accidents

on our roads.” 
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Litter picking under way
along the Ring Road 

A woman has been arrested in connection with the

stabbing of a 17-year-old boy in Fishponds last Friday.

He sustained a number of stab wounds at about 8pm

while in the Ridgeway Road area. Paramedics attended

and he was taken to hospital where his condition this

week was said to remain stable.

On Monday Avon & Somerset Police said: “An 18-year-

old woman has been arrested on suspicion of conspiracy

to murder. She remains in custody at this time.

“Inquiries are ongoing and we are continuing with

additional reassurance patrols.”

Officers, supported by the police helicopter, conducted a

thorough search of the area after Friday’s incident and

further inquiries, including reviewing CCTV footage,

were carried out over the weekend.

A man arrested on Friday night was later released from

custody without charge.

DI Roger Doxsey, of the Major Crime Investigations

Team, has thanked the witnesses who have spoken with

them so far. 

Anyone with information who has yet to speak with

police is asked to call 101 and give the reference number

5221031520. Alternatively, call Crimestoppers

anonymously on 0800 555 111.

Woman held on
suspicion of
conspiracy to murder
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Bristol Rovers Supporters Junior

Football Club are trying again to win

an alcohol licence at the ground next

to Kingswood Leisure Centre in

Soundwell that they lease from South

Gloucestershire Council.

The council’s Licensing Sub-

Committee refused an application last

August by two votes to one, citing

public nuisance and parking concerns,

as well as insufficient security

measures in place for storing alcohol in

the pavilion at the ground.

The club had applied to sell alcohol

for consumption on and off the

premises from 6pm to 9pm Monday to

Friday and from noon to 10pm at

weekends. They said they needed more

revenue and the COVID emergency

had resulted in a substantial loss of

income. 

Now another application for a premises

licence starting from 1st May has been

lodged with the council by Nicholas

Hammond from the club.

The proposed times are 6pm to 8pm on

Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays,

6pm to 9pm on Fridays, noon to 9pm

on Saturdays and noon to 6pm on

Sundays.

The application includes a long list of

conditions they intend to operate under,

including that management and staff

would take all necessary steps to ensure

that the premises don’t cause or

contribute to crime and disorder in the

area. There would be a ‘Challenge 25’

policy and high value items would be

stored securely. 

Anyone wishing to find out more about

the application and have their views

taken into account can find out more on

the council’s website – search under

‘Consultations’. The deadline for

comments is 8th March.

Club tries again for
alcohol licence 

Caffè Nero at the Gallagher Shopping Park in Longwell

Green closed its doors for the last time last Tuesday amid

rumours that Starbucks is to take over the premises. 

In a statement Starbucks told The Week In: “We are

always looking for new locations and opportunities to

bring the Starbucks Experience to customers in the UK,

but at this time we have no updates to share about plans

at Longwell Green.”

Nero’s, which had been operating a takeaway service

during lockdown, put up a note to customers, saying the

café was closing after five years “due to circumstances

beyond our control”.

Old Caffè Nero to
become Starbucks?

Saltford Parish Council is welcoming

nominations for its 2021 Community

Awards. 

After a year where so many have stepped

forward to help the community, there is

even more desire to see those who

have contributed the chance to be

recognised. 

This year the parish council has doubled

the number of award categories to reflect

the outstanding efforts of those in Saltford

who have offered help and support during

the COVID-19 pandemic.

Awards recognise individuals and groups

that have made and are making a positive

contribution to Saltford life, and who show

leadership, initiative or commitment in the

local community. 

Categories are:

• Young Person of the Year in Saltford

Award

• Young Person of the Year in Saltford

Award – COVID-19 response

• Volunteer Team of the Year in Saltford

Award

• Volunteer Team of the Year in Saltford

Award – COVID-19 response

• Saltford – Achievement Award

• Saltford – Achievement Award –

COVID-19 response

• Business in the Community Award 

• Business in the Community Award –

COVID-19 response

Anyone can nominate an individual, group

or business for a Community Award.

Criteria information and nomination forms

are available at www.saltfordparish

council.gov.uk 

The last date to submit a nomination form

is Friday 5th March.

The council hopes to combine the

postponed 2020 awards with 2021’s

Community Awards ceremony on Friday

21st May at Saltford Hall (pending

regulations). More information will be

shared nearer the time.

Celebrating those who
go above and beyond
for their community



Filton & Bradley Stoke MP Jack Lopresti says he has

been contacted by constituents upset about the bracing

and planned removal of unstable headstones at

Mangotsfield Cemetery by South Gloucestershire

Council.

A notice has been attached to some of the graves advising

the family that the memorial has been braced and that they

should contact the cemetery office by the end of January to

make arrangements for the masonry to be made safe or the

headstone will be removed and stored for a maximum of 12

months.

Mr Lopresti said: “Because of lockdown, people might not

be visiting relatives and loved ones buried there so may not

be aware of the situation.” 

He encouraged people who think a particular plot may be

affected to contact the council or his office.

The cemetery off Westerleigh Road was established in 1880.

It is the oldest of the cemeteries maintained by the council.

This week a council spokesperson said: “We have recently

undertaken a phase of routine safety checks of the masonry

at Mangotsfield Cemetery. This currently refers to those

graves within ‘Section G’ where we discovered that a few of

the memorials require remedial work to ensure their stability

and make them safe. 

“Where we have up-to-date records, we have been in contact

with the deed holders to discuss the repairs. Unfortunately,

in some instances, the deed holders may have moved and we

are not aware of their new contact details. For those

memorials we have placed a notification and contact request

on the grave.

“As this took place before the latest lockdown was

announced, we will be extending the period of time for

families to get in touch with us. We ask that only the grave

deed holder contacts us, as we are only able to discuss or

agree any actions with the named individual on the grave

lease.”

Call 01454 865831 or email Cemeteries@southglos.gov.uk

8                                                                                                                                                                                                                       The Week in • Wednesday 17th February 2021

Lockdown means families may not know
about plans to remove unsafe gravestones



SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 21st February

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green

(10.30am-4pm) 

Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm) 

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)

Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park 

(9.30am-4.30pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG

(9am-7pm) 

Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH

(10am-4pm)

Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)

Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds

(10am-4pm)

Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway

(11am-5pm)
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Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard

Plans to change the use of a former pub

car park to holiday accommodation have

been lodged with South Gloucestershire

Council.

The proposal would see five shepherd’s huts

sited towards the back of the site next to No

70 Willsbridge Hill. Parking for five cars is

also proposed.

After the Queens Head pub on the hill closed

and permission was granted to turn it into a

house, the car park continued to be used for

parking until the site was sold off in 2018.

The application has been submitted by AMJ

Property Developments Ltd, the same

developer whose previous plans for three

houses on the site were rejected last year.

At the time, council planners acknowledged

the site was untidy and detracted from the

neighbouring Grade II listed terrace but said

that did not justify “three large, incongruous

buildings” against a terraced hillside which

is a designated Regionally Important

Geological Site. 

They also said the proposed housing was

outside of the defined settlement boundary

and that the very special circumstances

needed to allow development in the Green

Belt hadn’t been shown. They had concerns

over the access from the A431 and called the

proposed “cramped and contrived”. The

council’s public rights of way officer also

highlighted that two footpaths run through

the site and there was insufficient

information about the proposed new routes.

AMJ Property Developments’ agents say that

their latest scheme for shepherd’s huts

(planning reference P21/00434/F) does not

constitute development as the huts meet the

legal definition of a caravan, so the proposal

is for the change of use of the land. 

They argue that the new use would have no

greater impact on the openness of the Green

Belt, and as recreational use would be

appropriate development. They also say that

the huts would not overlook gardens and that

any potential for noise and disturbance could

be addressed through a site management

plan.

The deadline for comments is 10th March

and already both letters of support and

objection have been lodged with the council.

One objector’s concerns include the lack of

information on the exact size of each hut, and

whether they have bathrooms; she says that

two of the huts overlook the private garden

of No 70 and that there is no provision for

running water, or removal of foul sewage.

She adds that the site plan is inaccurate as it

shows the footpath adjacent to No 70 when

there are in fact two footpaths and one runs

through one of the huts.

The council’s ecology officer has raised

concern about the lack of ecological

information submitted about the site. Bitton

Parish Council has also lodged an objection. 

Comments of support include one saying it

would be a perfect way to improve the site

whilst protecting the local ecological

environment, adding that it would

complement nearby Willsbridge Mill for

tourist visits. 

Another says: “Whilst I'm not directly local

to the area, I often walk my dog behind the

site and have seen this looking neglected for

some time. I believe the shepherd huts would

be a welcomed addition for the area and

benefit the likes of the fishermen who fish in

the nearby Keynsham locks.”

Plans to use former pub car
park for holiday accommodation

There are closures and diversions on parts

of the Bristol & Bath Railway Path this

week and next week.

The work forms part of Sustrans' One

Path: BS5 project on the busy 1.5 mile

stretch between Clay Bottom and

Trinity Street and includes removing 19

trees whose locations are a concern to

physical safety and accessibility, and

planting 250 new trees to reduce the

ecological impact.

While Sustrans carries out the project

works, Bristol City Council will be

removing several dead and decaying trees

and doing essential pruning.

The tree works are being carried out prior

to a major redevelopment programme

starting this summer.

Railway Path closures and diversions



Electric vehicle owners in South

Gloucestershire are now able to charge

their vehicles at the Bristol and Bath

Science Park in Emersons Green.

The council has installed an electric vehicle

(EV) charging hub, complete with a solar

canopy, as part of the Revive vehicle

charging network.

Delivered as part of the Go Ultra Low West

(GULW) project, the new charging hub

supports the council’s climate ambitions by

offering cheaper, cleaner and greener fuel at

a convenient location for local commuters,

commercial vehicles, those travelling on

longer journeys and visitors to the area. To

use the charge points, users can sign up at

www.revivecharging.net

The hub features 12 charging bays hosting

six EV charge points - five rapid (50kW) and

one fast (7-22kW). The hub also includes a

ground-mounted solar canopy that covers the

charging bays. Cabinet Member for

Regeneration, Environment & Strategic

Infrastructure Steve Reade said: “South

Gloucestershire Council has recognised the

important role it plays in supporting growth

in electric vehicles in our region and this new

charging hub is a great starting point.

“As electric vehicles become more and more

popular, we will continue to explore options

for further public charging locations across

the region.”

Crossword ACROSS
1. Disapproval (9)

9. Cherry red (6)

10. Passport
endorsement (4)

11. Apartment (4)

12. Fall back (6)

13. Mythical sea

creature (7)

16. Notion (4)

17. Lump (4)

18. Forbid (3)

20. Edge (3)

21. Crosspiece (4)

23. Woody plant (4)

25. Rescuer (7)

26. Gossamer (6)

29. District (4)

30. Front of vessel (4)

31. Holy (6)

32. Recuperated (9)

DOWN

2. Destroyed (6)

3. Emotional shock (6)

4. Box for dead body (6)

5. Wound mark (4)

6. Measured (7)

7. Freshwater fish (4)

8. Below (9)

13. Miniature universe (9)

14. Measure of paper
quantity (4)

15. Rolling hills (5)

18. Ballpoint pen (4)

19. Frozen food store (7)

22. Summerhouse (6)

23. Drink regularly (6)

24. Continent (6)

27. Stream (4)

28. Foreshadow (4)
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Flagship EV charging
hub opens at Bristol
and Bath Science Park

Steve Reade

There are plans to turn an industrial

building in Warmley into flats. 

Woodstock Homes have given South

Gloucestershire Council prior notification

of their intention to change the use of the

Kier offices at The Old Mill in Chapel

Lane into 19 one-bed apartments.

The property, which is over four floors,

has recently been for sale with an

£800,000 price tag.

Vehicle access to the site is from Chapel

Lane and is shared with three other units.

A report prepared by Cotswold Transport

Planning for Woodstock Homes says the

site is a sustainable location within a

residential area and near a range of

services and amenities, including a good

level of bus services. 

It also says the proposed parking for the

apartments is in accordance with council

parking standards so overspill parking

onto the local roads is very unlikely.

Nineteen cycle spaces plus two for visitors

are also proposed for the new homes.

Plans to turn former
mill into 19 apartments 
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The majority of people who responded to a

council consultation about putting double

yellow lines around the Thistle Close area in

Lyde Green to stop “obstructive and

inappropriate parking” on junctions and

narrow sections were in support of the

proposals.

Parking and access issues stem from the

development of the new Sainsbury’s

Local. South Gloucestershire Council says

that the parking restrictions will improve

access to the store, as well as local homes,

and make it safer for residents and traffic in

general.

In total 23 individuals and organisations

responded to the consultation; 52% agreed

with the amount of waiting restrictions

proposed while 39% would have liked the

proposals to be even more restrictive;

5% said they should be less restrictive and

4% did not feel there should be any

restrictions. The proposals are now with the

council’s legal section to arrange official

advertisement.

Meanwhile the council says that following

the consultation, there have been various

requests for additional schemes in this area

and advises that a highways investigation

request form is filled out. 

Each suggested scheme requires the support

of at least one local ward member or a parish

councillor on behalf of a parish council. In

unparished areas, only the support of the

South Glos ward member is required. Once

submitted, requests would be assessed for

viability.

Support for double
yellow lines

Keep in touch, let us know what you think,

send us your news

www.facebook.com/theweekin 
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As a congregation’s bid to build their own church at the

old Bridge House Farm on top of Siston Common goes to

appeal, two local councillors who initially backed the

plans have withdrawn their support.

In another twist, the priest of the St Thomas Syro Malabar

Catholic Church, Father Paul Vettikattu, has also submitted

a separate detailed application to South Gloucestershire

Council to demolish all the buildings on the site of the old

Turner’s farm shop and build eight houses. 

The principle of housing has already been established after

outline planning permission for the same number of homes

was approved in 2018 following an application by R C

Turner & Partners.

The congregation, currently based at St Joseph’s in

Fishponds, have said they want their own church to maintain

their Indian heritage; the plans involve demolishing the

commercial building at Bridge House Farm and building a

two-storey church and community hall with a café, keeping

the farmhouse as a presbytery. Parking for 60 cars is also

proposed.

South Gloucestershire Council received more than 240

comments of support for the church’s plans and over 40

objections, including from Siston Parish Council. As well as

traffic concerns, objectors were worried about the detrimental

effect on wildlife and the environment from pollution, and

the noise and disturbance for people living in the area, which

is an ancient common.

Planning officers refused the scheme last summer on the

grounds that the overall scale, size and appearance would be

out of keeping, given the sensitive nature of the site.

However, they didn’t have traffic concerns. The planners

advised that a simple chapel-like building could be

acceptable, but the church felt that wouldn’t be suitable.

Ward councillors Sam and Elizabeth Bromiley say that when

the planning application for a church was originally

submitted in October 2019, they had received just one letter

asking them to object and six from local people in support,

but that it has since transpired that some people living nearby

were not notified by the council of the proposals.

Sam Bromiley has apologised, saying had he known at the

time that there was an oversight in notifying residents, he

would have done more to consult local people. He said he

had raised concerns with the church about the access road

and the number of cars, but as the council’s transport officer

had not objected, his own objection carried little weight.

Consequently the two councillors, who represent the

Parkwall & Warmley ward, supported the plans.

They have now written withdrawn their support and have

contacted Cllr Kim Scudamore and Cllr Sandie Davis, who

represent neighbouring New Cheltenham, asking them to

sign a joint letter to the Planning Inspectorate setting out local

residents’ concerns.

However, Cllr Scudamore said he and Cllr Davis are not

planning to sign it, although they have sympathy with some

of the points raised. Cllr Scudamore said this week:

“Although the former Turner’s site is not in our ward, we

accept that it would have an impact on our residents that live

around the common. When this application was first being

considered, we decided not to support it because we felt the

traffic implications for residents outweighed the advantage

of having this site developed. We were surprised that South

Gloucestershire Council planners rejected the application on

the basis of concerns regarding the design of the proposed

church, although they did not think the traffic issues posed a

significant problem.”

He added: “We did not expect the church to appeal the

council’s decision, as we advised them that South

Gloucestershire Council rarely loses a planning appeal. We

also declined their request to provide a supporting statement

in the event that they decided to appeal. However, in recent

months we have come round to the view that the advantages

of having the church on the former Turner’s site might

outweigh the disadvantages. If left as an empty cottage and

abandoned and unattractive industrial buildings, we are likely

to see more issues of anti-social behaviour and litter. We

would prefer a smaller scale development, but the church’s

proposal will provide new facilities for the local community,

and a sufficient presence to act as a deterrent to those who

currently misuse the common.”

As part of the appeal case, the church’s agents claim the

council’s reason for refusal is “relatively vague”: “It does not

make clear what specific elements of the design concerns the

council, but instead makes only a mere assertion regarding

the overall size, scale, massing and appearance. Further, the

refusal reason refers to the ‘sensitive nature of the site’, not

specifying what is sensitive.”

They say it is important to point out that weekday Mass is

attended by no more than 20 to 30 people while large

gatherings – up to 450 people - would only likely take place

during special celebration periods.

The church plans to run a park-and-ride scheme as well as

two options for park-and-walk schemes – one at the nearby

Kingsmeadow@Made Forever centre and an option to drop

people off at Siston Hill for a walk via the bridge over the

ring road. It is also stressed that the congregation has a large

proportion of members who cycle. 

The appeal decision will rest with an inspector appointed by

the Secretary of State.

Ongoing saga over church’s bid to
develop land on Siston Common

The homeless are often regarded by some as wayward,

lazy and irresponsible at best and at worst are blamed for

making themselves homeless.

Yet, as David Onamade, the author of Sorrow, Tears and

Blood, found, through first-hand experience, none of the

descriptions above fit any of the homeless he met while

living on the streets of Bristol and Bath.

Sorrow, Tears and Blood is a book of 63 poems about

homelessness in Britain of today. It is a book that

scotches popular belief that homelessness is a life choice.

As a character also demands from a protagonist in the

poem There But Not There, “Do you really think that

anyone with a choice will choose to live” the life of a

homeless?

Sorrow, Tears & Blood will be available to purchase

from 12th March on Arkbound.com

Sorrow, Tears and Blood
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The large majority of people who responded to a council

consultation about introducing a 20mph speed limit and

laying five speed tables on Acacia Road in Staple Hill

were in favour.

South Gloucestershire Council carried out the consultation

at the end of last year after a petition started by local

councillor Ian Boulton called for a review of traffic calming

measures following some serious accidents. 

The reduced speed limit is proposed between the junction

with Staple Hill High Street and the Bristol/South

Gloucestershire boundary, 35 metres north of Marshfield

Road. Between January 2014 and May 2019, there were

six collisions resulting in injury that were reported to

police. Four involved “vulnerable” road users - three

pedestrians and one cyclist - which resulted in three serious

casualties. 

Comments from those who responded to the consultation

included: “We've lived on Acacia Road for over six years,

and during this time the road has increasingly become more

dangerous for vulnerable road users and pedestrians, due to

the volume and speed of motor vehicle users.”

Another local resident: “I've been complaining annually

about the speeds on Acacia Road since my first son was born

in October 2015. Speedometers have been put up twice since

and we've seen speeds of up to 44mph regularly. I only wish

that something preventative was done sooner, rather than

waiting for more accidents to occur. Better late than never

though.”

The scheme will now be legally advertised and it is

anticipated that it will be brought in during the forthcoming

financial year. A 30mph limit on the slip road is also

proposed.

Support for safety
improvements on
dangerous road

Plans have been drawn up to reduce the speed of traffic

where the A4174 Ring Road cycle path crosses the slip

road into the Holiday Inn at Hambrook at an acute angle.

Cyclists travelling west on the path have to look behind

them over their right shoulder as they cross the slip road,

which makes it difficult to see approaching vehicles and

judge their speed. 

Representations have been made by local cycling groups

to South Gloucestershire Council to address this issue by

constructing a speed table, and the council says it now

has the funding to do that.

Making Ring Road

route safer for cyclists

A study carried out by UWE Bristol researchers has

found that exposure to green spaces and nature can

benefit the mental health of young people.

Researchers at the university reviewed a wide range of

scientific studies and spoke to young people with

experiences of anxiety and depression to explore the role

that green spaces have for people aged 14 to 24 living in

urban settings.

It is estimated that one in five young adults in the UK

have symptoms of depression or anxiety.

The study, which was funded by the Wellcome Trust,

suggested that being in green spaces created “effortless

mindfulness”, allowing young people to have a break

from the distractions of modern life, such as noise, traffic

and social media, which are known to increase feelings

of anger and anxiety. 

Researchers found that stress and anxiety levels among

young people are reduced by between 14% to 19% after

a 15-minute walk in an urban park compared with a street

with traffic, and the positive impact on wellbeing was

greater and longer lasting when time was spent in larger

green spaces outside of cities. 

Urban nature

supports young

people's mental health

Family Announcements

Bereavements

Acacia Road
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Service Directory
Plumbing Book a series

of adverts

and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4.20 per

centimetre (min 5cm)

The more weeks you

book the cheaper

each insertion

becomes

1 week - £21

2 weeks - £18.90

4 wk - £17.85

6 wk - £16.80

8 wk - £15.75

12 wk - £14.70

26 wk - £13.65

52 wk - £12.60

All prices per week

exc VAT
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fortnightly, monthly 

or specific insertion

dates as long as the

total number of

insertions booked

corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.
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Tree Services

Tree Services

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting at
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Locksmiths

House Share

Roofing

Rubbish 
Clearance
Cheap and fast
We load and clear any 

household, garden, 
garage and shed 

clearance
Free estimates
Fully licensed
85% recycled

Call 0117 9373009
at anytime to book
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