
Pharmacies in Longwell Green and Kingswood have

joined the COVID-19 vaccine delivery programme as

coronavirus cases continue to fall across our area.

Ellacombe Pharmacy is delivering vaccinations from

Longwell Green Community Centre in Shellards Road

and Billings is running a clinic at its pharmacy in Kings

Chase.

The clinics support the vaccinations taking place at Ashton

Gate, as well as those at GP surgeries, further accelerating

the biggest vaccination programme in the history of the

NHS which as of Monday had seen 9.3 million people in

the UK receiving their first vaccine dose.

People are advised that the option of booking at a

pharmacy will be available through the national booking

letter, but they can still wait to be called by their GP

practice to be vaccinated if that is more convenient.

To assist travel to and from vaccination centres, time

restrictions on the use of concessionary bus passes have

been relaxed which means that passes are valid at all times

up to Friday 26th February in Bath and North East

Somerset, Bristol, South Gloucestershire and North

Somerset.

Meanwhile a new walk-through COVID-19 testing centre

has opened in Keynsham. People with COVID-19

symptoms can now book appointments at the 1st

Keynsham Scouts HQ in Ashton Way.

The new site is situated so it is easily accessible for people

without a car. Those being tested must follow public

health measures, including social distancing. They should

not travel by taxi or public transport and must practise

good personal hygiene and wear a face covering

throughout, including while travelling to and from the

testing centre.

Figures released on Monday by South Gloucestershire

Council for the seven-day period that ended five days

previously showed the COVID-19 infection rate was 261

per 100,000 population – a fall of 25% on the previous

week.

Continued on page 3
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Avon & Somerset Police have this week issued a warning

about the increasing number of reports around scams

asking people to wrongly pay for COVID-19 vaccinations.

Action Fraud recently recorded more than 1,000 reports

nationally of phishing emails and text messages connected

to the vaccine roll-out in just one day.

The scams claim to be from the NHS and ask the recipient

to click on a link to accept or decline an invitation to

receive the vaccine. If they click accept, they are asked to

input personal information and bank card details.

Detective Sergeant Louise Sinclair said: “It is despicable

anyone would seek to capitalise on the COVID-19 vaccine

roll-out in this manner, but regrettably these heartless

fraudsters are preying on people and trying to profiteer

over this deadly virus. 

“The key thing to remember is the jab is free. You will not

need to pay a penny and if you are being asked for

payment or banking details, then it is a scam. You should

not input any personal or financial information, and

contact police if you are unsure.”

Police warning over ‘despicable’ scams

Longwell Green Community Centre
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Police investigating a collision in

Speedwell in which the driver of the

car failed to stop after colliding with

a cyclist have released CCTV footage

of the incident.

The collision happened at around

8.15pm on Wednesday 25th November

on Kingsmead Road.

The cyclist, a woman in her 50s, was

knocked off her bicycle and left lying

in the road with injuries that required

hospital treatment. She has since been

discharged.

Following the collision the driver of the

vehicle – believed to be a light coloured

Peugeot 206 or 207 cc – continued

across the junction into Kingsmead

Walk before turning around, driving

around the cyclist and leaving the scene

in the direction of Meadow Vale Road.

You can see the CCTV footage at

https://tinyurl.com/y3778aje

If you recognise the car or have any

information that could help police with

their investigation, call 101 and give

the call handler the reference

5220266271. Alternatively contact

Crimestoppers 100 per cent

anonymously on 0800 555 111.

Continued from front page
Figures from B&NES Council on Monday for the period

ending 26th January showed the district’s infection rate

had fallen from 295 to 214 per 100,000 population. And

on the same day Bristol reported 288 new cases per

100,000 population using data from January 20th to

26th, which is lower than the previous seven days (385

new cases per 100,000).

England’s infection rate on Monday was 309 new cases

per 100,000. National lockdown restrictions remain in

place which mean everyone must stay at home except

where necessary, for example to shop for basic

necessities, go to work if you can’t reasonably do so

from home, and exercise once per day.

See Letters, page 8

Appeal to find
hit-and-run driver

Community pharmacies
join vaccine roll-out as
COVID-19 cases
continue to fall

Just before the collision

The new testing centre in Keynsham



Following a suspected arson attack at

Pucklechurch Primary School on

Saturday afternoon, money has been

pouring in to a crowdfunding appeal set

up by the PTA to help replace essential

lost equipment.

By Monday over £7,000 had been raised by

more than 200 people via JustGiving.

An Avon Fire & Rescue Service

spokesperson said they got the call to the

Castle Road school at 4.59pm on Saturday. 

“Crews from Yate and Temple attended and

found the fire in a lean-to shed, affecting the

school building. Four firefighters wearing

breathing apparatus used three high pressure

hose reels to extinguish the fire and positive

pressure ventilation fans to clear smoke.

“The cause of the fire is thought to be

deliberate ignition.”

In a message to parents at the weekend,

headteacher Alexandra Capel thanked

everyone for their generosity and offers of

help: “We have to be thankful that no one

was hurt. The fire brigade have been

absolutely amazing along with the police -

we are so lucky to have such amazing

emergency services.”

She said the fire had affected the Year 1

classroom and there was smoke damage in

the rooms around it. 

The school was closed to early years

foundation stage and Key Stage 1 pupils on

Monday for assessment of the damage and

for police to compete their investigations.

South Gloucestershire Council officers were

discussing with the school the potential of

using COVID-safe space elsewhere within

the premises in the hope of getting those

children who are attending school during the

pandemic back in as soon as possible.
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The Regional Mayor has been praised for

his work in getting the West of England

Combined Authority (WECA) up and

running over the last four years but the

authority still faces criticism over its

stance on Bristol Airport’s proposed

expansion.

Tim Bowles chaired a combined meeting of

WECA and the West of England Joint

Committee (which includes North Somerset)

last Friday for what will be the last time if

the next mayoral election still takes place in

May. Having originally declared his

intention to stand for re-election, he

announced last year that he had changed his

mind and would be retiring from politics at

the end of his tenure.

Although not on the agenda for discussion at

last week’s meeting, there were many who

hoped Mr Bowles might change his mind on

the matter of Bristol Airport’s expansion.

Thirty members of the public, local

councillors and representatives from

campaign groups made statements at the

start of the virtual meeting, urging WECA to

join Bath & North East Somerset (B&NES)

and Bristol City councils to oppose plans to

increase passenger capacity at the airport by

20%.

Last year, the airport announced it was to

appeal the decision by North Somerset

Council to refuse planning permission for

the expansion. WECA had originally

supported the plan despite growing

opposition from residents across the region.

In December, Bristol City Council voted to

join B&NES in opposing the expansion,

leaving only South Gloucestershire Council

and the regional authority in favour. At last

week’s meeting however, the mayor did say

that the matter was due to be discussed

further with the leaders of each of the local

councils.

Fossil fuel investments
One item which was on the agenda was the

plan to ‘decarbonise’ transport in the region.

Funding was agreed for a study into the ways

the region can reduce the number of car

journeys, improve uptake of low carbon

vehicles, public transport and active travel as

set out in the Joint Transport Plan adopted

by WECA last spring. There are now only

nine years left to meet the region’s Climate

Emergency Action Plan’s objective of

carbon neutrality.

However, the regional authority faced

criticism for pursuing its Climate Emergency

Action Plan target of carbon neutrality while

at the same time having over £6m invested

with the fund management company

BlackRock. The company has been in the

headlines recently because of its

involvement with fossil fuel producers and

despite announcing over a year ago that it

planned to divest its holding, is still

estimated to hold over $80bn of shares.

Summing up his four years since becoming

the first Regional Mayor, Tim Bowles said

he was proud of the way in which the three

local authorities had worked together to

improve people’s lives in the longer term and

more immediately, to plan for recovery post

COVID. He said over £1bn of additional

funding had been secured during his time as

mayor but warned there was still some way

to go.

The council leaders all echoed the sentiment

and thanked him for his leadership with

South Gloucestershire leader Toby Savage

saying the next elected mayor would benefit

from his efforts. Bristol Mayor Marvin Rees

said that Tim Bowles’ dignity had created a

culture that was important for future

candidates to observe while B&NES leader

Dine Romero said he had reminded

everyone that WECA exists for the good of

the whole region.

Praise for retiring mayor – but
carbon policy under attack

Tim Bowles

There is strong local opposition to the airport expansion

Police say that a resident of Burley Crest

in Mangotsfield discovered a long stick-

like object in their hallway which had been

pushed through the letterbox which they

believe was a ‘fishing’ attempt to reach

some keys that were hung on the wall. 

It occurred between 9pm and 10pm on

Thursday 21st January.

Residents are reminded to ensure nothing

is left in view or in reach of any opening,

such as a window, letterbox or cat flap. 

Keep all unattended doors and windows

locked at all times, and remove any keys,

putting them in a safe place. 

Ensure that all residents in the property

know where the keys are kept in case of

emergency.

If you have any information regarding this

incident contact the police on 101 and

quote reference number 5221015363. 

Alternatively call Crimestoppers

anonymously on 0800 555 111.

‘Fishing’ burglary
attempt in Mangotsfield



A new electric bike shop has opened in

Keynsham. 

With fewer people commuting by car because

of the pandemic, and more of us exploring or

re-discovering ways to be active outdoors,

there has been in a surge in interest in e-bikes,

which are an attractive option because they

make cycling easier. 

Bath E-Bike, signed as E-Bike, is the sister

shop of bicycle shop 73Degrees a few doors

down in Temple Street. Owner Jim Cartridge

says that they were being asked more and more

about e-bikes so decided to branch out, taking

over the old menswear shop Suave Owl which

had relocated.

Whereas 73Degrees caters for the more

‘sporty’ cyclist, E-Bike is aimed at the

everyday person, with a range of electric town

and commuter-style bikes which are easy to

ride and maintain.

“The growing demand for e-bikes as an

alternative mode of transport from the car and

public transport, coupled with the close

proximity to the Bristol & Bath Railway Path,

make Keynsham the ideal town for e-bike

ownership,” says Jim.

“E-bikes are great fun to ride. You still have to

pedal but it’s like going downhill.” 

E-Bike has a good selection of electric bikes in

stock and ready to go, with leading European

brands including Lapierre, Gepida and

Corratec. More are being added daily.

The shop, which also sells e-scooters, is open

during lockdown from Wednesday to Saturday

and you are welcome to browse or make an

appointment to have an informal chat with the

friendly staff and test ride some bikes to find

out the type that best suits your needs.

Various servicing packages are available, using

only branded components, and the staff can

offer advice on care and maintenance as well

as buyback and upgrade options. E-Bike also

works with bike to work schemes to help make

cycling more accessible and affordable.

• Bath E-Bike is at 30 Temple Street,

Keynsham (opposite the old fire station) and is

open Wednesday to Friday from 10am to 5pm

and on Saturdays from 10am to 4pm. Easy

parking is available in Keynsham Civic Centre

car park.

Find out more at https://bathebike.co.uk/ or call

0117 9012556.
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Advertising feature

Electric bike shop opens in Keynsham

One of the vandalised signs

Jim Cartridge
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Residents have been campaigning for

years for a reduced speed limit and traffic

calming measures on narrow and winding

Siston Lane.

Now South Gloucestershire Council is

planning to reduce the speed limit from

40mph to 30mph from near Overscourt

Wood and through the village to Shortwood

Road, as well as to install four speed tables

to make it safer for people walking and

cycling in the area.

The proposed scheme also includes reducing

the national speed limit on Gibbs Lane in the

village to 30mph. 

Traffic volumes on Siston Lane are typically

in excess of 4,000 vehicles per day. The

council says there have been four recorded

injury accidents along the route in the last

five years, although residents have also

witnessed several incidents involving

damage only collisions and near misses with

vulnerable road users, including pedestrians

and horse riders. 

In the consultation the council

says: “Facilities for pedestrians

remain very limited with just a few

short sections of footway

provision - construction of a

continuous footway is impractical

due to the limited available width

of highway verge.”

Siston Parish Council and local

residents have expressed concern

about the safety of vulnerable road

users when motorised traffic and

vulnerable road come into contact

along the lane, often where there is

no footway, or when motorists are

driving at an inappropriate speed for the

conditions. This has been especially

noticeable when nearby routes have been

temporarily closed for essential works –

including Abson Road and the A420 in

Wick.

South Glos Council says that recent traffic

speed survey data suggests it would be

feasible to lower the existing 40mph speed

limit to 30mph to encourage generally

slower traffic flows. Speed cushions

measuring 75mm high are proposed to

further reduce speeds. 

It is hoped that the proposed scheme will be

implemented during the forthcoming

financial year.

The consultation closes on 15th February.

Details are on the council’s website – search

under ‘Consultations’.

If you do not have internet access call 01454

Speed tables and 30mph
limit planned on Siston Lane 

Siston Lane, with Gibbs Lane off to the right



Long wait in the cold

and rain to get jab
Dear Editor    

I read the letter in The Week In (Issue

663) praising the staff at the West View

Surgery in Keynsham. My wife can

witness to that also. She had her

vaccination this morning (Saturday 30th

January) there and did not have to wait

at all. The staff were friendly and helpful

and filled in the form for her. Afterwards

she was able to sit down for 15 minutes

before coming home.

Sadly this is not the case everywhere. I

had my jab too this morning but at

Longwell Green Community Centre. I

arrived 10 minutes early (as advised) for

my 11.35am appointment. I was in a

queue of 32 people waiting outside the

centre for 45 minutes in the really cold,

strong wind and intermittent rain. When

you finally got into the building you

were given the form to fill in, in a room

that was not a lot warmer than outside,

as both doors were left open

(presumably for ventilation) and the

wind blowing in. 

When seen, the jab only took about a

minute but there was nowhere to sit for

the advised 15 minutes so I left at

1.05pm - total time of one hour, 40

minutes. There must be something

wrong in the booking process. Two other

people in the outside queue had the same

time as me.

Derek Brewer, Keynsham

Consider a postal vote

for 2021 elections
Dear Editor    

I realise I have a personal interest, but

this is also an important public

information announcement.

We have the largest set of elections in

recent history coming up on May 6th

(date correct as of 25th January), after

many were postponed last year.

Residents in Stockwood will be voting

for who they want to represent them as

BOTH of their councillors, the Mayor of

Bristol, the West of England Metro

Mayor and Avon & Somerset Police and

Crime Commissioner. 

While voting in person will be made as

safe as possible, you are also able to

request a postal vote (either for just this

election or for all elections after) which

allows you to vote early and without the

extra hassle of queuing on polling day.

Let's ensure everyone is able to take part

in this process as smoothly and safely as

possible. Head to the website of your

local authority to find out how you can

request a postal vote.

Samuel Fox

Labour candidate for Stockwood

Book donated to charity

shop by mistake
Dear Editor    

Some time ago I gave a box of items to

the Age UK shop in Regent Sreet in

Kingswood, to help their funds. By

mistake, I have discovered I included an

autobiography by Bob Wilson, the

retired Arsenal goalkeeper, which

included a signed message to me – Ken

- inside the front cover.

I am desperate for the return of this book

and would be happy to pay a reward.

Can any of your readers please help?

Call me on 0117 9477169 or 0798 268

1578. Many thanks.

Ken Jones

Graffiti clean-up
Dear Editor    

Many thanks to local resident Steve

Brown who has cleaned up the graffiti

on the notice board at Mangotsfield

Railway Station, see pictures.

Litter, fly-tipping, dog mess, and graffiti

are all very visible and are an eyesore in

our local areas. This location in

particular is walked or cycled past every

day by a large number of users of the

Bristol & Bath Railway Path.

I will work together with my local

councillors Ian Boulton and Katie

Cooper, and with South Glos Council,

local people and community groups to

reduce the number of these incidents in

the Staple Hill and Mangotsfield area.

Cllr Michael Bell

Blooming lovely
Dear Editor    

I thought I must write to say a ‘Thank

you’ to the person(s) who planted the

little garden area at what was the Dame

School on the corner of St James Road

and Richmond Road at Mangotsfield.

On my usual lockdown walk I passed it

the other day to see a number of Iris

reticulata in bloom.

They brightened our day and gave a

feeling of hope.

D Davis
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LETTERS

First West of England has announced that Doug

Claringbold has been appointed as Managing Director

for the bus company and will succeed James Freeman

when he retires on 31st March.

Mr Claringbold has enjoyed a long career in commercial

and operational roles in the ground transport sectors.

He will start his induction with First Bus this month and

throughout March will work alongside Mr Freeman to

ensure a smooth transition in readiness to take over on

1st April.

He said: "During these very difficult times the

professionalism of those working within the First West

of England team was evident when I visited Bristol last

year and sampled our customer proposition. 

“I look forward to working with everyone to realise

every opportunity that the recovery will bring, further

supporting our communities, delivering exceptional

service and building on James Freeman’s legacy."

Dave Alexander, First Bus’s divisional director, added:

“James leaves First West of England with our very best

wishes for a long and happy retirement and sincere

thanks for his leadership of the business during the last

six years.”

First West of
England appoints
new MD

Doug Claringbold

Before

After

Avon Wildlife Trust
Keynsham Group online talk

Wildlife of the Dorset Coast
with Ed Drewitt

Friday 12th February at 7.30pm

To join the talk, a donation to Avon Wildlife

Trust is requested

Visit our website:

www.keynshamawt.org/whats-on



SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 7th February

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green

(10.30am-4pm) 

Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm) 

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)

Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park 

(9.30am-4.30pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG

(9am-7pm) 

Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH

(10am-4pm)

Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)

Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds

(10am-4pm)

Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway

(11am-5pm)
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Action is being taken to improve popular

local walking and cycling routes following

an online consultation which asked people

for their concerns and ideas.

With the ongoing coronavirus pandemic

further highlighting the importance to

introduce enhanced space for pedestrians and

cyclists, the active travel consultation was set

up by an Oldland Parish Council steering

group.

The survey featured in The Week In and

drew 228 contributions from residents in

areas including Longwell Green, Cadbury

Heath, Warmley, Oldland Common, Bitton,

North Common, Keynsham and Saltford. 

The majority of comments related to

concerns about the safety of the Keynsham

Road shared path, the general condition of

the Ring Road Path area and the safety and

user friendliness of the increasingly busy

Bristol & Bath Railway Path. 

Other comments received included concerns

about the poor state of road surfaces, such as

potholes; road infrastructure, such as

junctions; on-street/pavement parking; and

overgrown vegetation.

The organisers say that due to the success of

the original Cycling & Walking Steering

Group set up by Oldland Parish Council, it

has been relaunched as the Bristol East

Fringe Cycling & Walking Group. The group

has generated interest and support from other

local town and parish councils, South

Gloucestershire Council and B&NES

Council. 

The group says that progress to date includes

additional vegetation cutback which has

been carried out on Keynsham Road, beyond

normal maintenance, to expose the

maximum width of the shared path, which is

still narrow for a shared path and has a

number of pronounced pinch points. 

Funding has also been obtained from South

Gloucestershire Council and Oldland Parish

Council to implement improvements along

the Ring Road Path, including replacing low,

hazardous concrete bollards with

pedestrian/cyclist friendly bollards plus

enhancing surface markings and safety

barrier visibility.

The organisers say that with “growing

concern” about the safety of the increasingly

busy Railway Path, with a very wide range

of users, a joint parishes approach to

pathway improvements is being developed.

“Recent social media posts reiterated the

need for at least some shared path signage to

promote more considerate behaviour.

Discussions have been initiated with South

Gloucestershire Council to address this

issue.”

The project organisers thank South

Gloucestershire’s StreetCare team for cutting

back vegetation at a number of locations,

including the Ring Road Path, Marsham

Way and on the Digitech to Baden Road

pathway in Warmley.

They say positive responses have also been

received from a number of local schools to

become involved in promoting active travel

and engaging pupils in developing the local

active travel network and environment.

Anybody who has views and ideas can get in

touch by contacting Jon Parker on 0750 484

1569, Steve Skidmore on 0789 632 6737 or

Victoria Hicks on 0117 9615021 or join one

of their future group meetings - details are

available on the Oldland Parish Council

website.

Work gets under way to improve
walking and cycling routes

Vegetation has been cut
back on the shared path

on Keynsham Road

The Railway Path is very
narrow in places, which

can lead to conflict
between users

Potholes are another
area of concernThere is funding for improvements to

the Ring Road Path area

Pavement parking is one
of the issues raised in the

consultation 



A police officer who was confronted in Staple Hill by an

armed man wielding several knives has been given a Chief

Constable’s commendation.

PC Chris Wright was among the first officers on the scene at

the Pleasant House block of flats on the afternoon of Tuesday

16th June last year following reports of a public order

incident.

He saw a man in a communal walkway and due to concerns

for the safety of nearby residents, PC Wright took command

of the situation. He asked his colleagues to ensure residents

went back inside their homes to safety and when the man

rushed down the stairs to confront the police, armed with

three knives, Pc Wright drew his Taser and tried to engage

with him and de-escalate the situation.

Because of the continuing risk posed to officers and the

public and the fact the man continued to walk towards him

aggressively, PC Wright discharged his Taser. Footage from

the police officer’s body camera shows the man writhing in

agony near garages as the officer’s colleagues de-arm and

handcuff him.

David Wilkie, 41, from Brigstocke Road, Bristol, was

arrested and later charged with affray, possession of a bladed

article, common assault and criminal damage, for which he

was jailed for 12 months at Bristol Crown Court at the end

of July.

Chris Wright, who has been an officer for 16 years and has

since been promoted to Sergeant, said: “In all my years of

service, this is the first time I’ve actually thought, ‘I’m in

trouble here’, but we are well trained in how to deal with

scenarios like this, and thankfully the training kicked in.

“I was worried about my colleagues, as none of them were

equipped with Taser and they didn’t have time to flee. I told

them to get back into the car but he came down the stairs too

quickly. Thankfully the Taser worked and nobody was

injured.

“Once it was over it did hit home and it made me reflect on

what happened.

“I’m honoured to receive the commendation. It was nice to

be recognised but I also want to point out that my colleagues

are out there putting themselves in harm’s way every day.”

Chief Constable Andy Marsh said: “This was an incredibly

brave officer who put himself in the line of danger to keep

the public safe.

“Sgt Wright was calm and measured when faced with a

threatening and aggressive armed man and used all of his

training and experience to engage with the suspect, before

using his Taser when all other options had been exhausted.

After the Taser was discharged, he kept talking to the man

and made sure he was given the appropriate after-care.

“He fully deserves this commendation which is in recognition

of his selfless courage in what was clearly an extremely

volatile situation.”

Crossword
ACROSS
2. Disentangle (7)

7. Dappled horse (4)

8. Carbamide (4)

9. Abuses (7)

10. Price (4)

12. Horse's gait (4)

15. Blood ingredient (5)

17. Church officer (6)

18. Distant (6)

19. Harvested (6)

21. Cutting tool (6)

22. Mass meeting (5)

23. Mail (4)

26. Military force (4)

28. ------- Wilberforce,
anti-slavery pioneer (7)

29. Citrus fruit (4)

30. Mountain goat (4)

31. Enterprising (2-5)

DOWN

1. Tramp (4)

2. Single entity (4)

3. Bacon slice (6)

4. Bravery (6)

5. Craving (4)

6. Blocking vote (4)

10. Conceal (5,2)

11. Exceed (7)

13. Cockerel (7)

14. By that means (7)

15. Cut off (5)

16. Clemency (5)

20. Tuberous plant (6)

21. Floodgate (6)

24. Wild party (4)

25. Small branch (4)

26. In the middle of (4)

27. Humble (4)
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Brave police officer commended
after armed incident in Staple Hill

Keynsham transport firm IJ McGill’s plans for a biomass

boiler pallet burner and flue to heat the workshop at their

new HQ at the old Keynsham Paper Mill site have been

approved by B&NES Council.

As one of the largest transport companies in the region

they say they have always had an issue with the disposal

of damaged pallets that can no longer be safely used and

they currently end up in landfill.

McGill say the installation of the boiler will greatly

reduce the amount of waste that has to be removed from

site. They say it is designed to recycle waste wood and

is supported through the Government’s Renewable Heat

Incentive and is approved by Ofgem.

Biomass boiler
plans approved

Chris Wright, left, with Chief Constable Andy Marsh
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At this time of year, most of us are eager

for winter to relinquish its hold over our

lives and for spring to arrive and this year

is no exception to that rule - in fact even

more so in 2021, with the constraints of

lockdown bearing down upon us for many

months. 

However, no matter how dismal things may

sometimes feel, records suggest that recent

springs are occurring about 11 days earlier

than they did a century ago, but the promise

of increasingly warm and bright days ahead

seems a way off following the recent cold

snap and snow we have just experienced.

Meteorologists hail the beginning of spring

on the 1st March but in recent years we have

had snow as late as March and April, and

whilst the local kids might have welcomed

the opportunity for a ‘snow day’, the keen

gardeners amongst us might not have been

quite so pleased,  since drifted snow can

crush delicate new plants, and the weight can

even damage larger conifers or even garden

structures like fences, sheds and greenhouses.

This said, according to Royal Horticultural

Society's (RHS) chief horticultural adviser

Guy Barter, a blanket of snow later in the

year is not always a bad thing, flowering

bulbs can be delayed slightly, prolonging the

flowering period and leading to a more

impressive show as they all bloom together.

You may even be treated to seeing hardy

spring flowers like primulas and anemones

flowering alongside your hellebores and

winter pansies as the late winter blooms are

prolonged.

So, you have provided a bit of extra food for

the winged garden visitors and mother nature

seems to have the borders sussed giving you

an even more colourful garden this spring;

where does this leave the hardscape elements

of the garden? Well if your fence was

groaning under the weight of drifted snow

and struggling to stand against the

accompanying icy winds then you could

consider an alternative that is tougher than

traditional wooden fencing such as

ColourFence. This type of fencing needs very

little aftercare and can stand up to 130mph

gusts leaving you more time to knock the

snow off the roof of the greenhouse!

On the bright side, ‘Astronomical Spring’ is

due a little later in March so maybe we can

hope for some sunshine then. Keep a look out

for bumblebees and butterflies waking from

their winter slumber, frog spawn in ponds

and garden birds collecting nesting materials,

all of which hail sunnier days to come! 

Advertising feature

Spring is on its way – and we
have never needed it more!
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It is understood that Outfit, one of the

anchor stores at the Gallagher Shopping

Park in Longwell Green, is one of the

branches of the troubled Arcadia Group

which will not reopen after lockdown.

The fashion retail empire, owned by Sir

Philip Green, collapsed into

administration in November. COVID-19

is said to have severely impacted sales

across the group. 

All clothing displays have now been

removed from the Longwell Green

store.

Anchor store to remain
closed after lockdown

Keynsham & District Talking Newspaper is still producing weekly recordings despite

the pandemic. 

The mix of local news and magazine items is recorded onto memory sticks and posted

out in yellow wallets using the free Royal Mail special service.

If you or someone you know is interested in receiving regular recordings, call 0117 299

3021.

Talking newspaper
continues recording

Keynsham Town Council says that during

this current period of heavy usage and wet

weather, the grass in local play areas is

becoming very wet and muddy and in

some cases irreparably damaged.

According to the council’s website as we

went to print on Monday, the upper play

area in Memorial Park was still closed

because of slip hazards. The toddlers’ play

area in the lower park was open but there

was a warning about a slip hazard by the

entry gate. Kelston Road Park was said to

be open but with some grassed areas roped

off.

The council said: “We're sure some parents

may be happy for their children to get

muddy, however the town council is

concerned about the slip hazard for both

adults and children - especially elderly

relatives. 

“Whilst the town council will do

everything it can to keep the play areas

open, which will include putting down

sand or roping off areas of grass, there may

be some occasions where a play area will

have to temporarily close until the weather

improves, the grass has a chance to recover

and it is safe to walk on.”

Mud hazard in
town’s play areas

Quartet Community Foundation has

appointed a new chief executive officer. 

Suzanne Rolt joins with over a decade of

experience in charity leadership, having led

St George’s Bristol as director and CEO

since 2006. 

She joins Quartet Community Foundation at

a time when it is on course for another

record-breaking year of grant-making in

Bristol, B&NES, South Gloucestershire and

North Somerset. 

In recognition of her achievements at St

George’s, she was awarded the

ABO/Classical Music Awards UK Concert

Hall Manager of the Year in 2019. In 2020

Suzanne was invited to write a weekly

newspaper diary for The Telegraph, charting

the challenges of running a cultural

organisation during the pandemic.

Suzanne, who joins Quartet in April, said:

“I’ve been privileged to have my dream job,

running one of the country’s finest halls,

meeting the world’s greatest musicians, and

having the best seat in the house for

thousands of brilliant and unforgettable

concerts. Now I have an opportunity to direct

my passion and experience towards leading

Quartet, an organisation dedicated to

improving people’s lives and bringing about

positive change.”

New chief executive at Quartet
Community Foundation

Suzanne Rolt
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Family Announcements

Bereavements

Situations Vacant

Police are appealing for information

following a burglary that took place

overnight on Saturday 9th

January/Sunday 10th January at a

home in Chestnut Road in Downend.

Offenders forced entry via a rear door

between 10.30pm and 7am and took

various items including bank cards and

a set of car keys, which were then used

to steal the victims’ vehicle.

The bank cards were subsequently used

in the hours following the burglary in

fraudulent transactions at various

Bristol shops.

Officers have conducted door-to-door

inquiries and patrols have been

increased in the local area. The victims

have been issued with crime prevention

advice.

Police have also released these CCTV

images of three men who officers

would like to speak to in connection

with this incident and are appealing for

the public’s help to identify them.

If you can help, call 101 and give the

call handler the reference number

5221006038.

You can contact the independent

charity Crimestoppers anonymously on

0800 555 111.

CCTV images released
following burglary A man was seen on CCTV breaking into a car parked at

The Hawthornes in Staple Hill on Thursday 21st January

at approximately 2.05am.

A debit card and an iPad were among the items stolen. The

debit card was used numerous times before it was

cancelled.

Police remind drivers to ensure they leave nothing in their

vehicles, especially wallets, purses and handbags.

If you have any information regarding this incident

contact the police on 101 or Crimestoppers anonymously

on 0800 555 111.

Car break-in
caught on CCTV

A campaign has been started to improve soundproofing

for residents who live close to the A4174 Ring Road.

Letters are going out to residents in the area about a

petition that councillors Liz and Sam Bromiley and MP

Chris Skidmore have launched to try to reduce noise

pollution from the busy dual carriageway.

They say they will also be writing to the Chief Constable

to request further speed enforcement on this section of the

A4174 which will hopefully reduce the levels of noise and

the air pollution that residents face.

The petition is on the MP’s website

www.chrisskidmore.com 

Campaign to reduce
ring road noise 

Pub’s plans for temporary bar in car park
Pub chain Young’s has submitted a licensing application

to South Gloucestershire Council for a temporary bar in

part of the car park of The Chequers pub at Hanham Mills.

Young’s is looking for a full variation of the licence to

allow the sale of alcohol (on and off) from 10am to 11pm,

seven days a week.

It says a temporary bar would probably only be used

during pleasant weather and occasionally the pub might

hold events in this area, such as a beer festival or farmers’

market, where both food and alcohol could be sold via

stalls.

The company says that the licensing of the area as a whole

would allow these temporary bars in such a scenario

without the need to apply for temporary event

notices. 

There is no application for late-night refreshment or

regulated entertainment and the application stresses that

the area is not residential.

Anyone who wishes to comment on the licensing

application has until 15th February.

In 2018 a planning application by the pub to put up a

single-storey building to use as a burger shack was turned

down by the council on the grounds that it would be

inappropriate development in the Green Belt and flood

zone, and that it would cause significant harm to Hanham

Abbots Conservation Area.

The proposed site was hardstanding used for outdoor

dining to the front of the pub.
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Service Directory

Home

Maintenance

Home

Maintenance

Garden Services

Garden Services

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting at

2 weeks

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
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Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting at

2 weeks

Aerials Appliances

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381
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0117 986 0381

Blinds

Crossword SolutionSudoku Solutions

4 2 8 1 5 3 9 6 7
9 3 7 6 8 2 5 4 1
1 6 5 7 9 4 8 3 2
7 8 9 4 2 6 1 5 3
5 4 6 3 1 8 7 2 9
3 1 2 5 7 9 4 8 6
6 7 4 9 3 5 2 1 8
8 5 1 2 6 7 3 9 4
2 9 3 8 4 1 6 7 5

2-Hard1-Easy

Electrical

Architectural

Services

Boiler

Service/Repairs

Chimney Sweeps

Computers
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Service Directory
Plumbing

Plumbing

Book a series

of adverts

and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4.20 per

centimetre (min 5cm)

The more weeks you

book the cheaper

each insertion

becomes

1 week - £21

2 weeks - £18.90

4 wk - £17.85

6 wk - £16.80

8 wk - £15.75

12 wk - £14.70

26 wk - £13.65

52 wk - £12.60

All prices per week

exc VAT

You don't have to book

successive weeks. 

You can choose

fortnightly, monthly 

or specific insertion

dates as long as the

total number of

insertions booked

corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting

at 2 weeks
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52 wk - £12.60

All prices per week

exc VAT

You don't have to book

successive weeks. 

You can choose

fortnightly, monthly 

or specific insertion

dates as long as the

total number of

insertions booked

corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting

at 2 weeks

Tree Services

Wanted

Locksmiths

Roofing

Rubbish 
Clearance
Cheap and fast
We load and clear any 

household, garden, 
garage and shed 

clearance
Free estimates
Fully licensed
85% recycled

Call 0117 9373009
at anytime to bookDEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Telephone

Engineers

Waste Disposal

Wigs

Painting

& Decorating

Home Help Sewing Lessons
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