
The COVID-19 vaccine roll-out is being stepped up this

week, with people aged 70 and over, as well as those listed

as clinically extremely vulnerable, starting to be invited

for their jabs.

It comes as hundreds of people are now severely unwell with

the coronavirus in local hospitals, which health chiefs say is

only likely to get worse until the full effects of lockdown kick

in.

All GP-led, community-based coronavirus vaccination sites

in Bath and North East Somerset, Swindon and Wiltshire

have now opened their doors and are administering

vaccinations initially to the over-80s, high risk and vulnerable

NHS and care staff in B&NES. 

In Keynsham the three GP practices – St Augustine’s, which

has a branch in Saltford, West View Surgery and Temple

House - are working together to run vaccine clinics from the

West View site in Park Road.

And three more primary care network sites in Bristol -

Fishponds Family Practice, Lodgeside Surgery in Kingswood

and Knowle West Healthy Living Centre - began their clinics

on Saturday, meaning that all 19 GP sites in the Bristol, North

Somerset and South Gloucestershire (BNSSG) Clinical

Commissioning Group area are now vaccinating patients

against the virus. 

The centres are working alongside the mega vaccination

centre at Ashton Gate and hubs at Southmead Hospital,

Bristol Royal Infirmary and Weston General to ensure the

priority groups are vaccinated as soon as possible. GP

practice sites are also supporting with the vaccination of

frontline health and care staff.

Following increased COVID-19 pressures on the Royal

United Hospital in Bath, health chiefs have taken the

“difficult decision” to postpone some elective operations. As

of Friday, there were 116 patients receiving care for COVID-

19, compared with 62 a week prior.

Minor Injuries Units (MIUs) in Paulton and Trowbridge

closed temporarily from Monday to release frontline clinical

staff to care for the rising number of COVID patients, said

Bath & North East Somerset, Swindon and Wiltshire Clinical

Commissioning Group.

Patients with minor injuries are asked instead to visit the

NHS 111 online or telephone service for advice.

In the BNSSG area, clinical lead Dr Geeta Iyer said:

“Hundreds of people, young and old, are now severely

unwell with COVID-19 in our local hospitals’ wards and

intensive care units – and this is only likely to worsen until

the full effects of the lockdown kick in.

“Like the rest of the country, our services and staff are now

under intense strain and across our entire health and care

system, we’re doing everything we can to keep caring for

those with the most urgent and critical conditions.”

She said senior nursing staff have begun triaging people

arriving at Emergency Departments and redirecting them to

more alternatives, such as Minor Injuries Units and GP

practices if appropriate.

“Our message to the local population is clear: if you are in

need of care, the NHS is here for you – but we all have a

responsibility to protect it by using services appropriately and

doing our bit to reduce transmission of the virus.”

The MIUs in Yate, Hengrove and Clevedon remain open.  

• South Glos residents are now able to get rapid COVID-19

tests as the council extends its community testing. Critical

workers and volunteers in roles which bring them into

contact with the community are being prioritised.  

Rapid testing finds people who have COVID-19 who are not

symptomatic so they can then isolate and prevent the virus

from spreading. The first site launched at Bradley Stoke

Leisure Centre on Monday. To pre-book visit

https://beta.southglos.gov.uk/book-rapid-flow-test/

Another site is expected to open in Kingswood next week.

See also page 10
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Vaccine roll-out is ramped up as hundreds
battle the virus in our local hospitals

South Gloucestershire Council has supported

enforcement action against two licensed

premises found to be operating during COVID

restrictions which require them to close. 

The council said that working with the police,

fines have been issued to individuals managing

the White Swan in Downend and Ye Olde Inn

in Westerleigh after complaints were received

that people were drinking inside both pubs. 

In both cases, the designated premises

supervisor was handed a fixed penalty notice

and have since been asked to vacate the

premises. The licence holders for both premises

have been working with the council which says no further

action will be taken.

To report a breach of the regulations by a business email

FoodandHealth@south glos.gov.uk or call 01454 868001.

To report gatherings of lots of people go online at

http://orlo.uk/rl5vm or call the police on 101.

Publicans fined for breaching
COVID restrictions
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Plans to turn an historic building in the middle of Bitton’s

new housing estate into a 35-desk employment hub with

just three allocated parking spaces are being

recommended for approval by council officers, despite 79

objections from local residents.

Concerns raised include the lack of parking, increased

congestion, loss of community use, traffic pollution and

pedestrian safety, particularly as it is near a play area.

With such a high number of objections, the councillors who

represent Bitton on South Gloucestershire Council last week

‘called in’ the proposals so that members of the Development

Management Committee make the decision, rather than

delegating it to the planning officer.

The former factory canteen building in Champion Road,

along with a nearby gatehouse, were considered to be of local

importance and so preserved when the rest of the redundant

Golden Valley Mill site was bulldozed to make way for the

Linden Homes’ estate.

As part of the redevelopment, the council granted planning

permission in 2015 for commercial/community use for the

canteen and there was an assumption that it would become a

pre-school. However, it has remained empty. 

The new plans to turn it into offices involve adding a first

floor and creating an extra doorway at the rear to make use

of the garden area. As well as space for 35 desks, the plans

include meeting rooms and kitchen space. 

There are three parking spaces to the rear of the building.

The brief travel plan drawn up by Brislington-based MPDS

for applicant Lee Bignell says: “There will be cycle storage

for 10 bikes; staff will be encouraged to cycle to work using

the local cycle network. Also there will be a car share set up

to reduce the number of vehicles locally. Linden Homes have

provided many visitors’ spaces around the building if needed.

There are also bus stops along Bath Road with routes to and

from Bath and Bristol.”

Local residents have pointed out that Bitton has a poor bus

service and that the village suffers from inadequate parking.

The parish council has added its objection, saying that not

enough parking spaces are being provided.

In their objection, one resident highlights that the Somerdale

development in Keynsham “has suffered dramatically with

workers parking in the streets surrounding the old chocolate

factory, tensions between residents and the companies are at

a point of being irreconcilable and are negatively affecting

property value”.

Another says: “When buying our homes, we were told

this building was going to be used for the community

like a village hall type thing, not offices. Also can't

see much demand for this either now due to COVID and

office space not being used much now as people are tending

to work from home now as a default based on government

guidance.”

However, South Gloucestershire Council’s transport officer

says the proposed parking is considered acceptable and in

terms of travel sustainability, the transportation development

control team is satisfied that the local area has “acceptable

travel options including bus stops within close proximity to

the site. The site is also within a short walking distance to

some shops and amenity”.

The provision of 10 cycle spaces is considered in line with

the council’s sustainability policy.

The council’s conservation officer says that in principle any

proposal that sees the historically important building brought

back into use should be supported. 

No date has yet been set for the Development Management

Committee to consider the application.

Employment hub plans tipped for
approval despite parking fears

Two men were arrested in Fishponds last Friday in

connection with an investigation into plans to hold an

unlicensed music event in Bristol.  

Officers successfully prevented the event from taking place

in Oldbury Court, Fishponds, on the evening of Saturday

9th January after it was advertised on social media at an

undisclosed location.  At the time, a 19-year-old man was

arrested on suspicion of conspiracy to cause a public

nuisance. He has since been released under investigation.

A total of 38 people were also given fixed penalty notices

for breaches of COVID-19 regulations.

Last Friday morning officers carried out an intelligence-

led warrant under the Police and Criminal Evidence Act at

a house in Fishponds. Two men, aged 19 and 21, were

arrested on suspicion of conspiracy to cause a public

nuisance and sound system/audio equipment was seized.

Both were also arrested on suspicion of handling stolen

goods and the 19-year-old was further arrested on suspicion

of possessing cannabis with intent to supply.

Both have been released on bail while inquiries continue.

The condition of bail includes a curfew.

Investigating officer PC Paul Sell said: “This inquiry

continues at pace and we’ll follow up on all lines of inquiry

to ensure those responsible for attempting to hold an

unlicensed music event in Bristol are identified and brought

to justice. 

“If the event had gone ahead, it would have been a blatant

breach of COVID-19 regulations in place to stop a deadly

virus from spreading even faster and further in our

communities.”

More arrests as unlicensed music
event investigation continues

The old canteen in Champion Road



The new development at refurbished

Glenavon Farm will be known as Flourish

Foodhall & Kitchen when it opens later

this year.

The restored farm buildings on the A4

between the Broadmead Roundabout at

Keynsham and Saltford is a project of the

company Cotswold Fayre and is scheduled

to open this spring. 

Recruitment has started for up to 40 jobs

which will be created once the site is fully

operational. Paul Castle, managing director,

at Flourish Foodhall & Kitchen says: “We

have lots of exciting plans to make Flourish

a healthy contributor to the local community,

our team and the planet. We want to make all

our customers feel great when visiting

Flourish and leave with a smile on their

face.

“Working with local farmer, Adam

Stratton, the construction programme is

well under way and we anticipate opening

our doors in the spring.”

The site will also have electric car

charging points and in addition to selling

locally-sourced, quality foods there are

also plans to work with ‘Too Good to Go’

– an app that allows consumers to

purchase and collect food which would

otherwise go to waste. For more

information visit: www.flourishatglen

avon.co.uk
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There have been reports from across South

Gloucestershire of streetlights flashing on

and off repeatedly. Last week the council

said: “We can confirm that the problem

with streetlights is also occurring in other

areas of the UK. We are investigating the

issue and are in contact with the company

that manages the infrastructure.”

As we went to print there was still no

update.

Investigation into
flashing streetlights

New food outlet is set to Flourish
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B&NES Council is to look into whether it would be

feasible for the Army to build a pre-fabricated Bailey

bridge as a temporary solution for pedestrians to cross

the River Chew in Keynsham’s Memorial Park.

The current footbridge over the weir has been closed since

October 2019 when B&NES Council declared it unsafe

because beams had decayed. Barriers were put up at both

sides of the bridge and alternative routes for pedestrians were

signposted. 

At the time council leader Dine Romero said the bridge

would be closed until further notice while its condition was

fully investigated, and a decision taken on the next steps. 

Last month Andy Wait, one of the six councillors

representing Keynsham on B&NES, said that despite their

best efforts, no progress had been made, so a petition was

started, calling on the council to repair the footbridge as its

ongoing closure is inconvenient to a great many people who

would normally use it for commuting and exercise. 

The petition was signed by hundreds of people and last week

the councillors held a meeting with the B&NES officer and

Cabinet members responsible for the bridge.

Cllr Wait said: “The first statement from the officer was to

apologise for the delay which he said was unacceptable. He

went on to say that in December, consulting

engineers used ropes to inspect the under sides

of the bridge. They deemed that the best

solution was a new bridge. The officer believes

that funding is available to complete the work,

by the end of the year. 

“One councillor suggested that a Bailey bridge

could be built as a temporary solution by the

Army. The officer is going to investigate this

suggestion.”

Cllr Wait thanked everyone who signed the

petition: “Clearly, we have got things moving,

slowly, in the right direction. We will keep

pressing until the job is finished.”

Bailey bridge idea as crossing
over the Chew remains closed

South Gloucestershire Council says that a small section of

the access road to the retail park off the Emerson

Way roundabout in Emersons Green will be closed from

8pm to 6am for two weeks from next Monday (25th

January) while a speed table is installed and improvements

made to the crossing area.

The segregated footway and cycleway will also be closed

while the council creates a shared use path.

Road closure for safety work



A businessman has won his appeal after being refused

planning permission to remove trees and a hedgerow to

create a new access road in Siston Conservation Area.

Gary Marshall’s application to South Gloucestershire

Council was in connection with his existing agricultural

business at Court Farm, which is the grounds of Grade I

listed Siston Court.

Mr Marshall, who is director of a company called Greentrees

Surfacing Ltd, sought planning permission for a new access

off Siston Lane to join an existing un-made track running

through a field. 

His application said the existing access was not ideal for

large agricultural vehicles which “have a harmful effect on

the residential character of the access both in terms of

causing harm to the amenities of the residential properties

and congestion”. But the council refused permission because

of the impact that removing trees and hedgerow from the

Siston Lane boundary would have on Siston Conservation

Area and the Elizabethan manor house as its heart. The

council’s planning officer pointed out that the existing access

has been serving the agricultural business appropriately for

many years and no evidence had been put forward to explain

why this was no longer the case. 

Siston parish councillors had also raised concerns about the

impact of a new access along a “narrow, busy and fast section

of Siston Lane”.

Mr Marshall appealed to the Secretary of State in a bid to

overturn the council’s decision and now a Government

inspector appointed to the case has agreed that the proposal

wouldn’t affect the appearance of the conservation area nor

the setting of the listed buildings.

The inspector, Liam Page, said: “The amount of hedgerow

removal would be minimal, and in considering that

agricultural accesses are an integral part of the rural

landscape, I cannot conclude that it would harm the

fundamental appearance of the conservation area, which is

predicated in part on its rural character. 

“There is an existing access track and substantial break in

the hedgerow opposite, and at various other points along the

route, such as opposite the principal entrance of Siston Court

itself.”
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Government inspector over-rules council
and allows new access in conservation area

Siston Lane
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Local community radio station KTCRfm

celebrates its first anniversary this week.

The station went live on 24th January 2020

but official launch plans were soon thrown

off course by the COVID-19 lockdown. The

emphasis changed to keeping the local

community up to date with public health

messages and advice on assistance available

to residents locally. The first Good Morning

programme was broadcast on 13th March

and it has continued six days a week ever

since.

But KTCRfm was soon achieving its original

aims of providing locally-made and local

interest programmes covering a wide gamut

of subjects, from music to sport and drama.

Because of the pandemic, the KTCR studios

at No 1 The Park have not been used as

much as was originally intended, with many

of the contributors having to find ways of

recording and editing their regular shows at

home. 

Although based in Keynsham, the 105.8fm

signal extends well across ‘the border’ into

South Gloucestershire as well as to the outer

reaches of Bath and the Chew Valley. With

streaming also available on the website

www.ktcr.fm, programmes have attracted

listeners from as far away as Australia, the

United States and India.

Happy 1st birthday
to KTCRfm



Thank you to everyone

who helped me
Dear Stephen    

I would like to say thank you via The

Week In to Gill and James in Yate

Precinct who helped me to the Walk-In

Centre for my appointment on Saturday

2nd January.

I only had a vague idea of where the

centre was and was barely able to walk.

They grabbed an arm each to lead me

there before James went ahead and

returned with a wheelchair before

pushing me the rest of the way there.

Thanks also to the staff at the centre

who bandaged my legs. 

I am also extremely grateful to the

security staff and the customer services

team at Tesco who both looked after

my shopping and then called for a taxi

to take me home. 

The driver from Premier Taxis was also

very kind, carrying my shopping to the

landing outside my flat.

Thank you all and a Happy New Year.

Helen Chisnall

We’re here to help, say

councillors
Dear Editor    

As we endure the third week of a

national lockdown we must remain

alert and aware of the situation locally.

COVID-19 figures in the BS30/BS15

area remain very high so it is vital we

remain at home, except when there is a

‘reasonable excuse’ to leave.

We know all residents are making

sacrifices to protect the most vulnerable

in our community and hope is just

around the corner with more local

residents being vaccinated each day.

If any local residents are struggling

with food or any other issue whilst

shielding, please get in touch with your

local councillor – we are here to help!

You can also contact the council and

get further information by calling 0800

953 7778, emailing covid.support@

southglos.gov.uk and visiting

www.beta.southglos.gov.uk/ health-

and-social-care/healthservices/covid19/

Cllrs Elizabeth Bromiley & Sam

Bromiley (Parkwall & Warmley

Ward); Cllrs Paul Hughes & Erica

Williams (Bitton & Oldland

Common Ward); Cllrs Christine

Price & Toby Savage (Longwell

Green Ward); Cllrs June Bamford,

Brenda Langley & Jason Pearce

(Hanham Ward)

Write to us

The Week In is independent of any political

or commercial interest.   We aim to produce

a balanced and accurate view of local news

and welcome comments from our readers.

Normally, we will publish letters in full but

reserve the right to shorten or clarify the

contents or to refuse publication. Please try

to keep letters under 300 words and supply

your full name and address for reasons of

authentication.  Only the name and district

where you live will be reproduced.

Anonymity is possible under certain

circumstances. 

Copy can be sent by post or, preferably, e-
mail and should arrive at our offices no
later than 9.00am on the Monday of each
week.  E-mail to:admin@theweekin.co.uk

8                                                                                                                                                                                                                        The Week in • Wednesday 20th January 2021

LETTERS

Someone broke into a garage on Park Road in

Keynsham between 7pm on Monday 11th January and

3am the next day.

A grey single-geared Giant pushbike with a yellow

saddle was stolen, while other high value items were

ignored.

Anyone with information is asked to contact the police

on 101 or Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111.

Thief targets
pushbike

A man was rescued by firefighters from a blazing flat in

Lyde Green last Wednesday morning.

Crews from Kingswood and Hicks Gate fire station were

mobilised to reports of a fire in a first-floor flat in

Willowherb Road at 6.22am.

A high pressure hose reel was used to extinguish the fire

and the man was handed over to awaiting ambulance

crews.

The cause of the blaze is thought to be accidental.

Man rescued
from blazing flat



SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 24th January

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green

(10.30am-4pm) 

Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm) 

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)

Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park 

(9.30am-4.30pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG

(9am-7pm) 

Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH

(10am-4pm)

Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)

Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds

(10am-4pm)

Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway

(11am-5pm)
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Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard

A developer who appealed to the Secretary of

State after being refused planning permission

for 15 self-build homes in the Green Belt near

Pucklechurch has lost his challenge.

Adrian Sykes, of Yorkshire-based Skye Property

Group, had lodged an outline planning application

with South Gloucestershire Council for the site

next to the telephone exchange off Abson Road,

but his plans were rejected last August.

In refusing the scheme the council said Mr Sykes

hadn’t shown that the very special circumstances

needed to justify a new housing development in

the Green Belt and that the site is not within a

defined settlement.

Mr Sykes, who was planning “an executive quality

development of self-build residential dwellings

with the requisite number of affordable self-

builds” appealed to try to over-ride the council’s

decision. 

Now the planning inspector appointed to the case,

Martin Allen, has agreed with the council. The

inspector acknowledged that there is an unmet

demand within the council’s area for self-build

homes but looking at the case as a whole, he

considered that the very special circumstances

needed to justify the development do not exist.

Mr Sykes also lodged an application for costs

against the council, saying it had not worked with

him in a positive and proactive manner, and that

refusal on Green Belt grounds was

“unreasonable”.

But the inspector said that nothing convinced him

that the council was unreasonable in its refusal of

the planning application.

Developer loses appeal
over self-build homes
in the Green Belt

Fishponds fly-tipper
prosecuted for dumping
waste in South Glos

The next virtual meeting of the Hanham &

Longwell Green Community Engagement

Forum is on Monday 25th January from 7pm to

8.30pm.

The forum, organised by South Gloucestershire

Council, is a chance for local people to find out

what is happening in the area and receive public

health updates.

Representatives from the neighbourhood police

beat team, Avon Fire & Rescue Service and local

councillors will be attending the online meeting.

To find out how to get involved email

communityengagement@southglos.gov.uk or

call 01454 868113.

Chance to discuss
neighbourhood matters

A woman from Fishponds has been

ordered to pay £214 in fines and

costs after being prosecuted for

dumping waste at a site in South

Gloucestershire.

Aniela Popescu, 31, of Kimberley

Road, was prosecuted by South

Gloucestershire Council’s

environmental enforcement team

after a number of black bin bags

containing household waste,

including used nappies, were

discovered and cleared from a

gateway on Trench Lane in

Winterbourne last March.

Paperwork found in the waste related

to Popescu’s home address in Bristol.

Environmental enforcement officers

visited her and interviewed her under

caution. She identified the waste as

hers and admitted responsibility for

the fly-tip. 

She stated that she’d had an excess

of household waste which she’d

dumped on her way to work.

Appearing at Bristol Magistrates’

Court last Monday (11th January),

Popescu pleaded guilty to the illegal

disposal of waste and was fined £80,

along with £100 in costs and a victim

surcharge of £34.

South Gloucestershire Council’s

Cabinet Member for Communities & 

Local Place Rachael Hunt said: “Our

zero-tolerance approach to fly-

tipping in South Gloucestershire

means that anyone who fly-tips here

is up to five times more likely to be

prosecuted than anywhere else in the

country. 

“Our award-winning environmental

enforcement team has a 100 per cent

record of securing successful

prosecutions for this type of offence,

so if you fail in your duty of care and

allow rubbish to be fly-tipped in

South Gloucestershire, you can

expect to be caught and brought

before the courts.”

Residents who see illegal fly-tipping

are encouraged to report it at

www.southglos.gov.uk/flytipping or

emailing streetcare@southglos.gov.

uk or by contacting the StreetCare

helpdesk on 01454 868000.



Two phone giants have appealed after being refused

planning permission for a 5G mast in Mangotsfield,

saying the location “could not be more suitable”.

South Gloucestershire Council refused to grant planning

permission to replace the 14.7-metre high column mast at the

junction of Blackhorse Road and Westerleigh Road with a

20-metre high one, along with seven cabinets to update digital

coverage for residents and businesses in the area.

Telecommunications firms EE (UK) Ltd and H3G (UK) Ltd

are now going down the appeal route

to the Secretary of State via their

agents Maxema to try to get

permission for the 5G mast which

would also be shared by the

Emergency Services Network.

The council’s reasons for refusal were

that the mast “by virtue of its siting,

height, bulk and design, would be

detrimental to the visual and

residential amenity of the surrounding

area and properties”.  It also said the applicant had not

submitted enough information to show that no alternative

options or sites are available in the area.

In his report the council planning officer said: “The mast, at

20 metres high, would be a very imposing structure upon and

within the area. The mast would tower above the nearby

residential properties immediately adjacent. It would have a

negative impact upon the visual amenity of the locality. The

mast would be directly visible from gardens and windows of

nearby properties.”

Emersons Green Town Council also objected, saying the

height would have a negative effect and there may be

potential health implications for nearby residents and nursery

school. There were several letters of objection from local

residents who also cited concern about the potential impact

of such a high mast on road visibility and property prices.

There was one letter in favour, supporting the greater

connectivity that the mast would bring.

In their appeal statement the agents say the existing site is on

highways land close to existing tall streetlights and telegraph

poles. The replacement site is “in close proximity” to the

current mast, which would be removed.

The agents say that the site is already considered as

appropriate for a mast as South Gloucestershire Council

raised no objection to the original installation back in

September 2006.

The report adds: “The location of the proposal could not be

more suitable given the uses that surround the site and that

there is no scope for negative residential amenity to consider

as a factor (over or above that currently experienced).”

In relation to perceived potential health risks associated with

the installation of the proposal, the report says that

“documentation has been provided to confirm compliance

with the International Commission on Non-Ionizing

Radiation Protection (ICNIRP) and as such these concerns

cannot be considered in the determination of this

application”.

It says the need for the pole to be a minimum of 20 metres

high is “essential” to enable local provision and clear

surrounding buildings and trees, as well as to clear ICNIRP

guidelines. A planning inspector will be appointed to

determine the appeal.

Crossword ACROSS
1. Greek hero (8)

8. Oil-carrying vessel
(6)

9. Knock against (4)

10. Neither (3)

11. Foreign (6)

12. Courageous (8)

15. Fresh (6)

16. Emblem (6)

20. Thinly scattered (6)

24. Braids (6)

27. Extremely serious
(8)

28. Seller (6)

29. Old unit of length
(3)

30. Gemstone (4)

31. Entrance (6)

32. Wizard (8)

DOWN

2. Selected (6)

3. Buries (6)

4. Touched down (6)

5. Accent (6)

6. Communicate (6)

7. North American country
(6)

12. Ado (4)

13. Atmosphere (4)

14. In smaller quantity (4)

17. Ivy League university
(4)

18. Dash (4)

19. Deprivation (4)

21. Deliver a sermon (6)

22. Steering mechanism
(6)

23. Departure (6)

24. Column (6)

25. Reluctant (6)

26. Fall (6)

Households will soon be asked to take part in Census

2021, which will give a snapshot of modern society.

The census is a once-in-a-decade survey that gives us the

most accurate estimate of all the people and households

in England and Wales. It has been carried out every

decade since 1801, with the exception of 1941.

It will be the first run predominantly online, with

households receiving a letter with a unique access code,

allowing them to complete the questionnaire on their

computers, phones or tablets.

Census Day will be on 21st March but households across

the country will receive letters with online codes

allowing them to take part from early March. 

Results will be available within 12 months, although

personal records will be locked away for 100 years, kept

safe for future generations. 

For more information, visit census.gov.uk 

Census 2021 will
provide a snapshot
of modern society

The continued effort to stop the spread of COVID-19 saw

the launch of local contact tracing by B&NES Council’s

public protection team yesterday (Tuesday).

The service will support and complement the national

Test & Trace system and ensure people who’ve tested

positive know they need to isolate, share their close

contacts.

People who Test & Trace have been unable to contact

within 24 hours will be referred to the public protection

team who will contact the person by text to notify them

that they will soon receive a phone call; three attempts

will be made to contact them by phone over 24 hours. If

contact isn’t made, the council will send a letter and

questionnaire, asking them to contact an officer.

The new system will also ensure anyone who needs

support from the Community Wellbeing Hub (0300 247

0050) or may be eligible for the £500 self-isolation

support payment are aware of the help available to them.

Local contact tracing

begins in B&NES  
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Phone giants appeal against refusal of 5G mast

The current mast is 14.7 metres high 



Vodafone and its partner operator 02 are

trying again to get permission to upgrade

the phone mast near Wick Road Library in

Brislington.

Last September plans for a 20-metre high mast

to replace the current 15-metre mast were

refused by Bristol City Council.

As we reported in Issue 646, the council said

the height, combined with its “unacceptable”

siting in a dense residential area, on the brow

of a hill and open junction, would result in “an

incongruous and highly prominent structure”

that would harm the area.

A report prepared as part of the new

application (planning reference 20/06175/F)

says the council’s concerns have been taken on

board “and this area looked at again and the

result is that the upgrade of this existing site is

still the best option in the area to provide the

required 5G coverage … in particular the

design of the proposal has changed since it

was originally presented at this previously

refused application whereby the height has

been reduced from 20 metres to 17.5 metres”.

The old 15-metre high mast with its six

antennas and associated cabinets would be

removed and the new one 2.5 metres higher

would house two sets of three antennas,

stacked one above the other and mounted at

the top. At ground level there would be two

equipment cabinets and a meter.

To show that the site is “actually the only

option in this very difficult search area” the

phone giants say 26 options were discounted.

On the list they supplied are locations

including the roof of Holywell Primary School

in Wick Road, Wick Road Garage and the roof

of St Cuthbert’s Church in Sandy Park Road.

A report to the council says the radio base

stations are designed and built so that the

public are not exposed to radio frequency

fields above guidelines set by the International

Commission on Non-Ionizing Radiation

Protection.

People have until 3rd February to comment on

the plans.

Second attempt to put 5G mast
near library
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The current mast in Allison Road
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Since schools were partially closed by the Government earlier this

month, St Barnabas Primary at North Common has been working hard

to stay in touch with its pupils and keeping the school community spirit

alive.

As part of this, a Rainbow Star Trail has been created. The idea is that

the children make rainbow-coloured stars to display in their homes or

around the community to link everyone together and make people smile

as they go on their daily walk. 

St Barnabas Church and Bitton Parish Council are also supporting the

trail which began this week. 

Rainbow Trail links
school community
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Family Announcements

Bereavement

Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Probation has published

its report on South Gloucestershire’s ‘Outstanding’ youth

offending team (YOT).

The rating, which followed an inspection last September, was

announced by the council’s Cabinet Member for Children &

Young People Sam Bromiley in October (Issue 649) but the

detailed findings and areas for development have only been

released this month. The multi-agency team work with young

people aged 10 to 17 to prevent youth crime, reduce re-

offending and ensure that justice is dealt with quickly

Members include a police officer, social workers, probation

officers and health and education staff, in addition to a

number of volunteers. They work closely with partners in

social care, housing and preventative services and there is a

strong focus on prevention. The new Young People’s Support

(YPS) team sit alongside the YOT.

Because of COVID-19, the inspection was carried out

remotely, with cases analysed off-site and interviews

conducted by video conference. It concluded that the YOT

is performing to a high standard in all three key inspection

areas - organisational delivery, court and out-of-court

disposals.

The Inspectorate praised the work undertaken by the YOT

with children sentenced by the courts – citing their ability to

assess children’s individual needs, their risk to the public and

their work with family members.

South Gloucestershire youth
offending team rated ‘Outstanding’
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Service Directory

Home

Maintenance

Home

Maintenance

Garden Services

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting at

2 weeks

HandymanAerials Appliances

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Blinds

Crossword Solution
A C H I L L E S I M

H N A T A N K E R
J O L T N O R F X

S E D E X O T I C
F E A R L E S S R C
U N U S E D S Y M B O L
S R S A R O
S P A R S E P L A I T S

R U G R I E V O U S
V E N D O R L E M

A D E L L R U B Y
A C C E S S A S L

H R S O R C E R E R

Sudoku Solutions

4 2 8 1 5 3 9 6 7
9 3 7 6 8 2 5 4 1
1 6 5 7 9 4 8 3 2
7 8 9 4 2 6 1 5 3
5 4 6 3 1 8 7 2 9
3 1 2 5 7 9 4 8 6
6 7 4 9 3 5 2 1 8
8 5 1 2 6 7 3 9 4
2 9 3 8 4 1 6 7 5

9 7 5 6 4 2 3 8 1
6 4 8 1 3 7 2 9 5
3 1 2 8 9 5 7 6 4
7 2 6 4 8 1 5 3 9
4 3 1 5 7 9 6 2 8
8 5 9 3 2 6 1 4 7
2 6 7 9 5 8 4 1 3
5 8 4 2 1 3 9 7 6
1 9 3 7 6 4 8 5 2

2-Hard1-Easy

Electrical

Architectural

Services

Boiler

Service/Repairs

Chimney Sweeps

Computers
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Service Directory
Plumbing

Plumbing

Book a series

of adverts

and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4.20 per

centimetre (min 5cm)

The more weeks you

book the cheaper

each insertion

becomes

1 week - £21

2 weeks - £18.90

4 wk - £17.85

6 wk - £16.80

8 wk - £15.75

12 wk - £14.70

26 wk - £13.65

52 wk - £12.60

All prices per week

exc VAT

You don't have to book

successive weeks. 

You can choose

fortnightly, monthly 

or specific insertion

dates as long as the

total number of

insertions booked

corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting

at 2 weeks

Book a series

of adverts

and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4.20 per

centimetre (min 5cm)

The more weeks you

book the cheaper

each insertion

becomes

1 week - £21

2 weeks - £18.90

4 wk - £17.85

6 wk - £16.80

8 wk - £15.75

12 wk - £14.70

26 wk - £13.65

52 wk - £12.60

All prices per week

exc VAT

You don't have to book

successive weeks. 

You can choose

fortnightly, monthly 

or specific insertion

dates as long as the

total number of

insertions booked

corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting

at 2 weeks

Tree Services

Wanted

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting at

2 weeks

Locksmiths

Roofing Rubbish 
Clearance
Cheap and fast
We load and clear any 

household, garden, 
garage and shed 

clearance
Free estimates
Fully licensed
85% recycled

Call 0117 9373009
at anytime to book

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Telephone

Engineers

Waste Disposal

Wigs

Painting

& Decorating

D.JAMES DECORATING

36 Years’ Experience

Qualified tradesman

Efficient/Reliable

References Available

07861 898902/

01275 831696

Or visit our website

www.djamesdecorating.com

Sewing LessonsHome Help



16                                                                                                                                                                                                                      The Week in • Wednesday 20th January 2021




