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Vaccine arrives but ‘stay at home’ message not working
As we were going to print with this week’s edition, local
surgeries were receiving notification of deliveries of the
Oxford AstraZeneca vaccine and preparations were also
being made to invite the first patients for vaccination.
Monday also saw Prime Minister Boris Johnson in Bristol
for the opening of a mass vaccination centre at Ashton Gate
Stadium, one of seven centres nationwide deployed to help
the Government achieve its aim of vaccinating everyone in
the four priority tiers by mid-February. These are: care home
residents and their carers; the over-80s and frontline health
workers; those over 75; and the over-70s and clinically
vulnerable. Estimates are that the total number of people in
those four groups is between 13 and 14 million.
News of the arrival of the AstraZeneca vaccine came just as
concern was rising over when people would be called for
their injections. Earlier distribution of supplies of the PfizerBioNtech vaccine had not been as widespread due its storage
conditions and limited shelf life.
Meanwhile, infection rates continue to rise at rates far in
excess of those seen during the previous peak in the
pandemic last April. In the most recently available figures
produced for Bath & North East Somerset, there were just
short of 700 new cases in the previous seven days. While still
below the national average, the infection rate rose from 233
per 100,000 to 359. Both figures represent a 54% increase.
Bristol’s Director of Public Health, Christina Gray, has
warned that the city is at its most critical point in the
pandemic with more than 1,900 new positive cases and an

Also in this
week’s issue

infection rate of 419 per 100,000.
In South Gloucestershire a further 1,055 positive cases were
reported in the week ending 9th January.
In an unprecedented move on Monday, England’s Chief
Medical Officer Prof Chris Whitty toured the national media
outlets pleading with the public to take this lockdown
seriously and avoid unnecessary contact. He told the BBC
that everyone should be doing their level best to avoid
contact with people from outside their household. On the
BBC Radio 4’s Today programme he said: “There’s a very

high chance that if you meet someone unnecessarily, they
will have COVID.”
The lockdown rules introduced last week restrict the reasons
for leaving your home to essential work, shopping for
necessities, education, worship and exercise (once a day).
Police incredibly had to intervene to prevent a rave taking
place at Oldbury Court in Fishponds on Saturday evening
(below) while local beauty spots were reported to be very
busy over the weekend.
See also Letters page 8

Police prevent illegal rave
Despite the warnings to stay at home and consequences of
social mixing with the new COVID variant, Avon
and Somerset Police reported that they had intervened
to prevent another unlicensed music event at the
weekend.
Units were deployed to Oldbury Court in Fishponds at
about 8.30pm on Saturday evening following intelligence
that the area was being targeted for a possible unauthorised
event.
A significant number of people arriving in the area by car
and on foot were spoken to by officers. Thirty-eight fixed
penalty notices for breaches of COVID regulations were
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issued, while around 30 minors were given advice by
officers.
A 19-year-old man was arrested on suspicion of
conspiracy to cause a public nuisance, in connection with
reports that a ‘Bristol Freerave’ was being advertised on
social media at an undisclosed location. He has since been
released under investigation.
A further arrest was made in connection with a drink
driving offence and a vehicle was seized for having no
insurance. Police also attended Eastville Park and Lodge
Causeway following reports that events were being set up.
However, no unauthorised gatherings were found.
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Dog owners urged to follow Concerns and
the rules at nature reserve
New signs have been installed at
Willsbridge Mill, telling people with
dogs which parts of the nature reserve
they can and cannot explore.
Willsbridge Mill Community Refresh
(WMCR), which looks after the site, says
there were a few incidents last year that
put dogs and people in danger, so ask that
visitors follow the rules.
As we reported in Issue 659, concerns
about dogs running loose and owners not
picking up mess were raised as part of a
visitor survey run by WMCR.
WMCR says there are designated offlead, on-lead and no dogs areas. Pets
need to be kept on a lead in the car park
area and around the mill and café to ensure their safety from
moving cars.
“Please also be aware that we are a nature reserve, trying
to encourage wildlife to thrive, and dogs can disrupt this, if
allowed to run freely.”
Meanwhile the latest planning application by WMCR is to
turn part of the woodland into a forest school.
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The scheme submitted to South Gloucestershire Council for
approval includes an outside classroom made from timber
with seating, new access paths, a bridge, badger watching
platform, mud kitchen and compostable toilet.
WMCR recently received a £11,400 heritage grant from the
Government which it plans to spend on creating the forest
school.

There are calls for action to try to lessen the impact of
the new 24-hour Asda filling station in Longwell Green
for people living nearby.
Asda was granted permission by South Gloucestershire
Council last year to knock down the old six-pump driveto-pay filling station at Craven Way and replace it with a
fully automated eight-pump (16 filling positions) station,
along with new car washing facilities.
The new facility, which opened in November, includes a
solid feature wall measuring 13 metres wide by 5.2 metres
high opposite some homes which nearby residents are
unhappy about, along with intrusive lighting at night,
increased noise and the potential for anti-social behaviour.
Oldland Parish Council, which had objected to the
proposals for the new filling station, is now trying to see
if anything can be done to improve the situation for
residents. The parish council had initially raised concerns,
including about the lighting and that a more open layout
might increase incidents of anti-social behaviour already
occurring in the main car park.
It had asked for the application to be ‘called in’ so that
South Gloucestershire’s development management
committee could determine the plans, rather than
delegating the decision to the planning officer. However,
the parish council minutes show that “due to the COVID
crisis the ‘calling in’ had not happened.”
The plans were subsequently granted, with the planning
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complaints over new 24-hour filling station
officer not considering that the solid wall would have an
overbearing impact on the nearest residential properties
(20 metres away) in Craven Way and Craven Close.
Parish council clerk Victoria Hicks said she has contacted
South Gloucestershire’s planning enforcement team on
behalf of local residents who have been in touch but as
there has been no actual breach of the permissions granted,
no action can be taken.
Jon Parker, the parish council’s Planning, Highways &
Environment Committee chairman, has now produced a
detailed report of the case to date with anecdotal evidence
from neighbours, and it is hoped that some remedial action
can be taken to mitigate the impact of the new filling
station.
Speaking at last Thursday’s committee meeting he said:
“The key thing now is hopefully one of the ward
councillors will fully engage and at least try to
negotiate some discussion with Asda about what can be
improved.”
Mrs Hicks told the meeting that the report has been sent
to Toby Savage and Christine Price, who represent
Longwell Green on South Gloucestershire Council, and
that Cllr Savage has passed it to planning officers for
investigation.
She said: “The residents feel very much that they have
pretty much lost their voice in the planning process, so I
think the parish council has allayed their concerns.”
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As it was

The feature wall of the new filling station
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River dramas in Keynsham and Saltford
Emergency services were called out to
Broadmead Lane in Keynsham on the
night of Sunday 3rd January after a
car left the road and ended up in the
River Avon.
There were initially fears that someone
might be stuck in the vehicle, but
everyone had managed to get out before
Avon Fire & Rescue crews from four
stations, including White Watch from
Hicks Gate, arrived.
Rescue lines were used to lift the vehicle
from the water.
Meanwhile White Watch and their
colleagues from Bedminster and Bath
fire stations were called out to Saltford
on New Year’s Day where a boat was
totally submerged in the river.
Fortunately there was no one on board,
as confirmed by a neighbouring boat
resident.

The car in the river

THE WEEK IN
Barrs Court, Bitton, Brislington,
Cadbury Heath, Compton Dando,
Corston, Downend, Emersons Green,
Fishponds, Hanham, Hillfields,
Keynsham, Kingswood, Longwell
Green, Mangotsfield, Marksbury,
North Common, Oldland Common,
Pucklechurch, Saltford, Staple Hill,
Stockwood, St George, Warmley,
Whitchurch, Wick, Willsbridge.
16,000 copies are distributed through
retail outlets, libraries, pubs,
community centres each week.
Verified pick-up rate of 97%.
Publisher
The Week In Community Ltd, 8 Temple Court, Keynsham. BS31 1HA
0117 986 0381
www.theweekin.co.uk
ISSN: 2052-9767
Managing Editor
News Editor
Contributors

Stephen Rodgers admin@theweekin.co.uk
Becky Feather 07403 273967
Christine Rogers

Advertising

Jodie Deason and Tracy Broderick
0117 986 0381
sales.theweekin@gmail.com
@theweekineditor

No material in this publication, nor its associated website (www.theweekin.co.uk) may
be reproduced without the written permission of The Week In. All rights reserved.
The Week In is regulated by IMPRESS: The Independent Monitor for the
Press CIC. As such, we adhere to the IMPRESS complaints procedure. A
copy of this procedure can be found on our website or can be sent upon
written request to the address above.
4

The submerged boat

Whitfield trustees
welcome Government
support for Kingswood
The Whitfield Tabernacle
Trust, which has been
working to secure the
future of the Grade I listed
building in Kingswood,
has
welcomed
the
Government’s provisional
offer of more than £12m
for the regeneration of the
town centre.
Last week we reported
that Kingswood is one of
72 high streets across
England that will benefit
from the Future High
Streets Fund.
This week members of the Whitfield
Tabernacle Trust said they were pleased to
hear Communities Secretary Robert Jenrick’s
announcement of a provisional offer of
£12.6m to South Gloucestershire Council in
response to the £18.2m bid to transform the
centre of Kingswood.
Chair of the trustees Anthony Hick said: “We
don’t yet know the details of how this
funding will be allocated to the various
elements of the Kingswood bid, but we are
hopeful that the funding will allow for

further development of the Whitfield
Tabernacle.
“Trustees and council officers have always
seen the restoration and development of the
tabernacle as a key contribution to preserving
and celebrating the history and significance
of Kingswood.
“Our vision is to restore the tabernacle as a
building that serves the whole Kingswood
community, just as it did when John Cennick
built it in 1741 with money raised by
renowned preacher George Whitefield from
the Kingswood miners.”

The Week in • Wednesday 13th January 2021

39 new homes proposed in Cadbury
Heath regeneration project
Housing association Bromford is due to
submit a planning application this month
to demolish 22 homes in Cadbury Heath
as well as a nearby block of garages as
part of a regeneration project to create 39
new affordable homes.
Bromford says it has supported customers to
move out of their homes in Hampton Close
and Newton Road and into alternative homes
“which better suit their needs”.
Screens have been fitted to empty properties
and security fencing has also been put up.
The neighbouring Earlstone Crescent garage
site is part of the regeneration project.

Bromford, which has some 40,000 homes
spread across Central and South West
England, has a regeneration programme to
replace some of its non-traditional
properties. It says: “Generally these homes
were built after the Second World War as a
quick solution to the housing shortage. They
were not built with a conventional brick or
timber frame structure, but over the years
have deteriorated in quality and have
become increasingly expensive to heat, as
well as suffering from issues such as damp
and draughts.”
Charlotte Conelly, manager for the Cadbury

The garage site in Earlstone Crescent

The Week in • Wednesday 13th January 2021

Some of the houses in Hampton Close

Heath regeneration project, attended a recent
meeting of Oldland Parish Council to discuss
the scheme and to get members’ views ahead
of an application being submitted to South
Gloucestershire Council. The proposed new
homes would consist of one-bedroom flats
and two, three and four-bedroom houses
with parking and landscaping.
The parish council has broadly welcomed
the regeneration project but has raised
several matters to be considered, including

the impact of the loss of the garages, which
are seen as a community asset. The council
also said the higher density of development
may be regarded as over-development and
called for new green initiatives as part of the
scheme, such as heat pumps, solar panels
and vehicle charging points.
Parish councillors also highlighted security
and site safety during the development
phase, saying some anti-social behaviour has
already occurred.
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Side roads to close in next phase of
Warmley roundabout conversion
Work to convert the Wraxall Road roundabout at
Warmley into South Gloucestershire’s first throughabout
- a roundabout with lanes of traffic through the middle is set to move into the next phase next week.
The £6.9m project has been funded by the West of England
Combined Authority and Local Enterprise Partnership. The
improvements aim to reduce traffic congestion and increase
capacity at the busy junction on the A4174 Avon Ring Road.
Work so far has included the construction of the new
carriageway through the existing roundabout, the removal of
the existing central reservations and the construction of the
new road layout on some of the approaches to the
roundabout.
Construction for the next phase is due to start from Monday
18th January and will focus on the side approach roads of
Wraxall Road and Tower Lane.
Work will involve the removal of vegetation and the existing
kerbs, the installation of new surface water drainage systems,
the widening of the road and the installation of traffic signal
infrastructure. Landscaping plans are also being developed
for when construction work is complete.
The 42 bus service will be diverted as a result of the closures.
From Cock Road it will go via Grimsbury Road, the A420,
Tower Road North, Tower Lane and Craven Way, where it

will resume its usual route to Cadbury Heath and Cherry
Gardens.
To enable this next phase of work it will be necessary to close
both Tower Lane and Wraxall Road to all traffic in both
directions at the roundabout. These closures will be in place
from Monday 18th January for approximately eight weeks.
This will mean that traffic will not be able to access or exit
the Wraxall Road roundabout from either road. The
roundabout will become a straight through road only.
From Monday 15th March Tower Lane northbound only
(towards the roundabout) will need to remain closed for
approximately eight weeks to enable further work along this
stretch of road. It is hoped this work will be completed by
the beginning of May.
The road closures will need to remain in place 24 hours a
day for safety reasons. Signed diversion routes will be in
operation via Grimsbury Road to the north and Tower Road
North to the south.
The council has apologised in advance for any inconvenience
that may be caused and says its teams are working hard to
minimise any disruption.
Construction is due to complete in autumn 2021. The project
will also provide some £20,000 of investment in cycleway
and footway improvements.

Work on the throughabout

Short story competition
for the over-90s
A short story writing competition
exclusively for the over-90s has been
launched by the wonderfully named
organisation Grow Old Disgracefully.
The organisation, which attempts to
provide stimulating and dynamic
activities for older people, has partnered
with the National Activity Providers
Association to challenge nonagenarians
and centenarians, inviting them to write
a short story with a maximum of 500
words, under the theme of childhood
memories.
The winning story will be showcased on
the Grow Old Disgracefully website and
will receive £200 and a tree of their
choice to be planted near their home. A
similar prize will be given to the best
entry from someone living in a care

facility.
The judging panel includes actress
Virginia McKenna, author Lauren St
John
and
broadcaster
Nicholas
Owen. The competition runs until 31st
January.
To enter or find out more visit
www.growolddisgracefully.co.uk/compet
ition

Keep in touch, let us know what you think, send
us your news www.facebook.com/theweekin
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A pub truly at the hub of the community
“It’s a good feeling to be helping the community,” says
David Yeomans, landlord of The Crown Inn in
Keynsham.
The publican’s generous spirit has been evident since he
heard three years ago that Keynsham Foodbank was running
short of donations and started to offer free meals to struggling
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families.
Then, when we went into lockdown last spring, David
stepped up again, setting up a shop at the pub selling vital
supplies to the community for collection or delivery.
Krackers Discount business, based in the garage at the pub
on Bristol Road, has grown and during the first lockdown
was making as many as 1,200 deliveries of groceries,
toiletries and other items each week across not just
Keynsham but the Bristol and Bath area.
The success of Krackers saw David take on three members
of staff to help run the new business, and with the latest
lockdown under way, they have increased stock of items,
with thousands more products added in recent days.
People are urged to support the business to keep it going.
Customers can order online at www.krackersdiscount.com
or over the phone on 01179 149075 for next-day delivery,
which is free when you spend £25 or more.
Meanwhile David is also continuing to offer free meals for
those in need, an initiative which earned praise last autumn
from Marcus Rashford as part of the Manchester United
footballer’s campaign to extend free school meals during the
holidays. From Monday (11th January) the Crown is offering
school lunches on weekdays from noon to 2pm. There is a
choice of three hot meals available (including one vegetarian
and one gluten-free), free for those who need a bit of extra
help, or a donation from those that can. There is no need to
pre-book.
Anyone who would like to help The Crown fund the school

lunches scheme can either drop in money in an envelope
when they’re passing or donate online via the Fundsurfer link
at https://www.fundsurfer.com/crowdfund/the-crown-innkeynsham-school-lunches
The target is to raise £1,000.
The pub also has a new takeaway menu available from
Wednesday to Saturday from 5pm to 10pm, with Sunday
roasts from noon to 4pm. You can order food by calling the
pub or via Uber Eats.
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LETTERS
available each week.

was booked at the same time.

between the start and the end of the week.

Of course I am pleased that at last we do

Contrary to a change of arrangements

In the first lockdown last March, the ring

have several vaccines against this dreadful

subsequently

road was almost deserted.

disease but do feel that the initial

Government at short notice, and without

If there are only three reasons why people

distribution has been chaotic.

thinking of the practical consequences, our

should leave their homes (and one of those

Hazel Powe

local health centre decided not to

is exercise!) there must be a lot of people

Keynsham

implement retrospectively the change in

who are either shopping at a supermarket

time between initial and second injection

which is not the closest to their home or

for those patients who had already been

several more people are unable to work

been abandoned.

Volunteer to help with
vaccine roll-out

booked for the second injection. To do so

from home and must be travelling to their

On 6th January a GP in Dursley was

Dear Editor

would have meant much additional work

place of work at 11am on a Saturday!

speaking on BBC Points West of having

Once again I am immensely proud of my

for the staff to cancel and rearrange these

If 50,000 new cases and 1,000 deaths a day

completed the vaccination of 1,000 elderly

community. Local volunteers have stepped

second appointments, and to arrange for

is not a strong enough deterrent, what is?

patients whereas I have not been able to

up to help out with the local vaccine roll-

other patients to have their first injection in

Come on people, take this thing seriously.

find one single person over 80 in

out, offering their time as car park stewards.

the released appointments slots. It would

A frustrated van driver

Keynsham who has yet been vaccinated.

This effort has enabled 1,150 to be

also probably result in a waste of vaccine

(Name and address supplied)

We have a relative in Devon who had his

vaccinated at the Stockwood Medical

doses due to the short life span of the

second jab a week ago and hear of other

Centre as of Wednesday 13th January, with

vaccine once it has been removed from its

friends and family in Kingswood, Combe

many more appointments over the next two

very low storage temperature.

Down in Bath, Somerset, Herts, etc. having

weeks. If you wish to help out with your

I have every confidence that these health

been vaccinated. I do not wish to be at the

local

to

centres will provide the same excellent

front of any queue but my husband of 92 is

nhsvolunteerresponders.org.uk to offer a

service using the Oxford vaccine now it is

still waiting patiently.

few hours of your time. We can beat this if

released for general use, and it will be

I have just heard that a couple of elderly

we continue to work together.

simpler to arrange as it does not require

people in Keynsham have now been invited

Samuel Fox

extreme low temperature storage.

to go to the Ashton Gate Centre for

Volunteer coordinator, Stockwood

All the staff at our local health centres

vaccination. This is quite ridiculous as it is

Community Response Team

should be very pleased at the successful

Concern over vaccine
distribution
Dear Editor
It was good to read in last week’s issue of
Mike Barrow’s positive experience in
getting a COVID test done.
If only this was true of the COVID
vaccination programme as I feel that the
elderly residents of Keynsham have so far

a difficult place for the elderly to access and

vaccine

roll-out,

head

announced

by

the

Charity’s appeal for a
bookkeeper
Dear Stephen
Like most charities, Keynsham & District
Mencap have been having a tough time
during this pandemic; we have had to close
all 10 clubs we run for people with learning
disabilities but have kept in close touch

way they have planned and implemented a

with all our members to help their
wellbeing. We have done this and
continued to pay our club leaders and other

younger population. Surely the over-80s in

Excellent service from
health centre staff

Keynsham, who total 1,500, should be

Dear Sir

offered the vaccination locally. I have twice

Being over 80 and in the first group to have

contacted our MP Mr Rees Mogg but

the vaccination against COVID, I would

replies from his assistant have not been

like to record the excellent way this has

helpful.

been organised by Hanham Health Centre

Stay at home means stay
at home

I do realise that vaccination on this scale is

and the other local health centres who are

Dear Sir

consider giving us a similar service. We do

a challenge but there have been months to

working together to provide this service.

As a delivery driver, I have to take extra

all the preparatory work but need someone

prepare. By my calculations if there were

They have obviously been planning this for

measures when doing my job, to protect me

to see it through with HMRC. We hope that

just five nurses/medics in Keynsham then

a while. It was only very soon after the

as much as the relatively few people I

with the help of The Week In, someone will

a total of 400 per day could be vaccinated

vaccine became available before Christmas

actually come into contact with. I also

get in touch. Anyone with the relevant

so the over-80s could be vaccinated within

that I was contacted and at short notice

spend a lot of time on the ring road between

experience who is interested in helping a

a week and then the total population of

asked to attend Kingswood Health Centre

the M32 and A4 Bath Road.

local charity can contact me on 07854

16,000 potentially within 40 days. I realise

where the injections were being given. The

What really shocks me is the amount of

940816 or email russell@keynshammen

that there needs to be a supply of the

arrangements here were well organised to

traffic there is still on this road. Even

cap.org.uk

vaccine available but we are told that 2.5

maximise the throughput of patients. The

though lockdown started last Wednesday,

Russell Pocock

million doses of the AstraZeneca will be

follow-up appointment for the second dose

you would hardly notice any difference

Treasurer, Keynsham & District Mencap

more suitable for mass vaccination of the

complex operation in difficult and uncertain
circumstances.

staff.
We have been fortunate in the past five to

Pam Kemp

six years that our monthly payroll has been

Longwell Green

run by a bookkeeper in Keynsham, who has
done this for us free of charge. However, he
is retiring at the end of March and we need
to find a reliable bookkeeper who would

Bid to identify witness following robbery
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Police are this week appealing for a specific witness to a

The victim remembers an elderly man present at the scene

The second was described as Asian, about 5ft 10in, again

robbery on the Bristol & Bath Railway Path to come

who shouted at the three young suspects. Police say they

mid to late teens and wearing black trousers, a black jacket

forward.

have not been able to identify him so far.

and a black balaclava.

A 15-year-old boy had his red and silver Giant Boulder

The first suspect was described as Asian, about 5ft 8in, of

The third was described as black, 5ft 7in, of a similar age

mountain bike stolen during a robbery near the back of the

slim build and in his mid to late teens. He wore a black

and wearing black trousers and a black jacket.

Rajani superstore on the Fishponds Trading Estate at

jacket with the hood up, black Adidas tracksuit bottoms

If you can help, call 101 and give the call handler the

around 5pm on Wednesday 25th November.

with three white lines on the legs, and a black balaclava.

reference number 5220266132.
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A decade since chocolate
production ended in Keynsham
Today – 13th January – marks 10 years since the last bar

preparations were made and then lines manufacturing

of chocolate was produced at the Cadbury factory in

products carrying both the Fry and Cadbury names were shut

Keynsham.

down in a phased programme. Mini Eggs were first to finish

The very first edition of The Week In back in 2008 carried a

in February 2010, Turkish Delight followed in May 2010 and

story about the proposed closure which threatened hundreds

Crunchie at the end of November 2010, with other products

of jobs. We went on to cover stories about the fight to keep

leaving Somerdale in between these dates.

it open, the takeover by Kraft in 2010 and confirmation that

“By the end of 2010, only Double Decker was being made

the site would close in 2011 with production switched to

on site and on 13th January 2011 at 3.30pm - exactly 10 years

Poland.

ago today - the last chocolate bar to be made at Somerdale

Taylor Wimpey has gone on to build hundreds of homes on

was packed, signalling the end of 87 years of chocolate

the wider Somerdale site, with St Monica Trust regenerating

manufacturing in Keynsham.

the factory buildings.

“Double Decker making was on the 3rd floor of C Block.

The site’s archivist Hugh Evans worked at the factory for

The bars, once covered in chocolate, travelled on an elevated

“Once the last wrapping machine was turned off, it left an

more than 35 years. During his time there he saw the sign

conveyor to 4th floor packing to be wrapped and boxed (St

eerie silence. There were a number of ‘last bars’ collected as

change from Fry’s to Cadbury’s in 1981 and in 2003 the

Monica re-numbered the floors so in the C Block office

souvenirs and one employee collected the ‘last box’ from the

company dropped the ‘s’ and became Cadbury.

block, this equates to 2nd and 3rd floor of C Block

conveyor, although it was hard to determine which was the

Recalls Hugh: “In October 2007, Cadbury announced that

respectively).

real last bar! This was an emotional time for all who were

Somerdale was to close. Over the next three years,

“In 1978, Double Decker was the last Somerdale

there and afterwards the factory manager held a small

manufactured bar to be successfully

gathering in the canteen to thank everyone for their efforts

launched (who remembers Welcome,

and professionalism in what were undoubtedly difficult

Fuse or Zousse?) so maybe it was fitting

times.

that it was the very last bar to be made

“In 2007 there were 550 employees on site and by the last

at Somerdale as well.

bar, this had reduced to 200. Most of these left in April,

“Many employees who were still on site

leaving about 20 to continue with the closure process. By

followed the bars from making end to

August 2011 there were two Cadbury employees on site.

packing and as the bars went through the

“The keys to the factory were ceremonially handed over to

process, the machines were turned off in

Taylor Wimpey in April 2012. The final employee left in

turn. 4C had three wrapping machines

December 2015, having overseen the move of the Fry Club

operating on the day, each one capable

to the new Somerdale Pavilion in August of that year.”

of wrapping 350-400 bars a minute, the

• 2021 also marks the 100th anniversary of the start of the

whole plant producing in total between

Somerdale project by JS Fry – look out for more on this later

850 and 950 bars a minute.

in the year.

The last batch coming off the production line 10 years ago today

Sudoku
1-Easy

Hugh Evans, who was the site’s hygiene
manager, pictured at work circa 1980

SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 17th January

2 -Hard

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green
(10.30am-4pm)
Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm)
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)
Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park
(9.30am-4.30pm)
Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH
(10am-4pm)
Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)
Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds
(10am-4pm)
Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway
(11am-5pm)
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Controversial housing redevelopment
plans are withdrawn
A developer has withdrawn controversial plans to knock
down a crumbling Victorian building at North Common
and put up nine houses on the site.
Locals and South Gloucestershire Council’s conservation
officer were unhappy about the plans by Winterbourne-based
Group Land Development Ltd for 74 and 76 Poplar Road.
The site lies between the Bristol and Bath Railway Path and
the old Dramway, which was once used for carrying coal and
is now a footpath.
One objector said that many local residents remember the
building fondly as an ironmongery and oil delivery shop run
by the owner who had lived there throughout his life: “It is a
beautiful old building which is much admired by the local
community and is in keeping with the old Dramway which
runs alongside it.”
Another local resident said the Haymonds store served the
area for years and is “intrinsic” to local history.
The developer’s architect had argued that doing up the houses
was not sustainable and that they would not be missed. Eight
three-bed homes and a two-bed house in a traditional railway
cottage-style were being proposed on the site, using the
existing access. The architect’s report said the redevelopment
would be efficient use of a brownfield site.
However, the council’s conservation officer Ian Gething was
critical of the proposals. He said: “In an area that is of mixed
character, with many pseudo-Victorian modern houses, the
demolition of a genuine Victorian building will have an
adverse impact on the local streetscape and character of the
area.”
He said that historically, the building appears to have been a

Crossword

pair of homes either side of a
shop, and that most of the
shopfront is still there: “It is a
building that, prior to its
deterioration, made a positive
contribution to the traditional
character and appearance of
the local area, this being part
of the reason for its inclusion
in the local list.”
Mr Gething said the proposed
development “fails to meet
the requirements of high
quality design that mitigates
the loss of character and
distinctiveness resulting from
the demolition of the existing
building”. He described the
layout as “cramped and
contrived”, criticising the
proximity of some of the
houses to the Dramway, especially one where the corner of
the building “practically touches the boundary line”. He also
called the proposed frontage parking “unsightly”.
The conservation officer added that ideally, the council
would want to see a scheme of restoration of the building and
a “modest” amount of new, sympathetic development in the
grounds.
Local residents and Bitton Parish Council had also raised
concern about an increase in traffic accessing the site which

ACROSS

DOWN

1. Magnificent (8)

1. Magnitude (4)

5. Bludgeon (4)

2. Depart (5)

is on a one-way system where there is already a weak bridge.
Two months after lodging the planning application, the
developer asked South Gloucestershire Council to determine
whether prior approval would be required to knock down the
building, saying they wanted to begin demolition work on
1st January on the grounds that the building is unsafe.
But the council decided that prior approval would be required
and refused to grant it. A few days later, just before
Christmas, the developer withdrew the plans.

9. Very enthusiastic (7) 3. Secluded retreats (5)
10. Interior (5)

4. Mad (6)

11. Diving bird (3)

6. Line of descent (7)

12. Famous admiral (6) 7. Hair ornament (8)
15. Very angry (5)

8. Two-piece swimsuit (6)

17. Slender (4)

13. Garland (3)

19. Elk (6)

14. Savoury dish (4)

22. Halve (6)

16. Nazi emblem (8)

24. Small loaf (4)

18. Competent (4)

26. Breathe noisily (5)

20. Defend, shield (7)

27. Charge with air (6)

21. Boy soprano (6)

30. Swampy ground (3) 23. Ocean (3)
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32. Perfect (5)

25. Shallow lake (6)

33. Disgusting (7)

28. Readjust (5)

34. Poker stake (4)

29. Topic (5)

35. Object of
abhorrence (8)

31. ---- Lynn, singer (4)
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Controversy over plans to rip out
hedgerow around superstores
There are plans to remove the
hedgerow around the B&Q and
Currys PC World site in Longwell
Green.
The plans have been submitted by BNP
Paribas Real Estate who manage the
Gallagher Retail Park at Aldermoor
Way.
In their application to South
Gloucestershire Council, they say the aim
is to tidy up the site and prevent rubbish
from accumulating in the shrubs:
“Currently, the collection of rubbish and
litter is expensive to maintain.
Additionally, by removing the hedgerow
and replacing it with a timber rail fence,
it would try and control where people
walk, stopping them from walking
through the hedgerow as a shortcut to
access the main road and other retail
units.”
But Oldland Parish Council has objected
to the landscaping changes, saying the

loss of vegetation would have a
detrimental effect on the way the site
looks: “At a time when the parish council
is promoting a green agenda, the loss of
such an extensive tract of greenery is to
be avoided, particularly in light of the
increased traffic pollution from the access
roads.
“The
developer
must
accept
responsibility for adequately maintaining
the site and if a fence is required to deter
pedestrian access, it should be located
inside the vegetation.”
• Meanwhile new drive-through
restaurants are proposed as part of a
major planned redevelopment of land off
Marsham Way in Longwell Green.
The area currently includes warehousing.
There is no planning application as yet
but South Gloucestershire Council is
being asked whether it considers an
Environmental Impact Assessment for
the site will be needed.

Residents encouraged
to plant more trees
Keynsham Town Council’s environment

it means that our initial planting schedule

and sustainability group is urging

has been put back by a few months.

residents to plant more trees – beginning

“But one straightforward initiative is to

with their own gardens.

encourage us all to plant trees at our own

The council has taken up an initiative to

properties.

plant trees around the town and after

“Not only does it assist with ‘carbon

previous engagement events with local

capture’ but it can also advantage house

groups and residents, has a lengthy list of

prices with leafier suburbs, let alone

potential sites to work on.

encouraging greater wildlife and just

But, as environment and sustainability

looking downright beautiful for a

committee member Dave Biddleston

relatively low maintenance.”

explains, that’s the easy bit: “As well as

The simplest thing to do is to visit the

planning permission, you also have to take

Woodland Trust website and click on

into consideration planning regulations,

‘Plant trees’ (www.woodlandtrust.org.

soil type, potential cabling and other

uk/plant-trees/advice). There is plenty of

hazards

for

jargon-free and practical information on

environmental changes that may no longer

and

even

planning

choosing the correct species for your

suit traditional trees.

needs and land. You can even buy your

“Added to that the fact that so many things

tree directly from them with delivery free

have been delayed due to coronavirus and

of charge.

Keep in touch, let us know what you think, send
us your news www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Downend curry house is named
region’s best takeaway
A takeaway in Downend which has delivered free meals

Community Hero award.

to key workers and homeless people during lockdown has

He said: “This is a proud moment for our team and our

won a regional award for its achievements in the industry.

customers, who voted for us. We have worked hard over the

Rajastan Royal has been named Takeaway of the Year in the

COVID-19 period and it’s great to get such recognition.”

West of England region in the national 10th annual Asian

Organised by the Asian Catering Federation, the awards

Curry Awards, celebrating innovative vision and exceptional

cover a range of national cuisines, including Chinese,

food.

Bangladeshi, Indian, Thai and Middle Eastern. The winners

The honours also recognised those who worked hard to help

were announced during a live online ceremony.

their local community during COVID-19 and Naseem

Naseem, who lives in Fishponds, and whose parents ran

Talukdar, who heads the Rajastan Royal, also picked up a

Indian restaurant Rupali in Kingswood, is a project manager

12

Naseem Talukdar

Bus service changes in response to lockdown

for charity Plastic Pollution Awareness and Action Projects,

In response to the introduction of the national lockdown,
bus operator First West of England has adjusted some its
services to reflect the reduced customer demand across the
region, especially for school, college and university
services.
It is expected that many of these service alterations will
be for the duration of the lockdown period, but all services
remain under constant review.
Key changes include a reduction in the frequency of the
Brislington Park & Ride service from Monday to Friday.

industry.

Service 36s (City Centre – Brislington), which operates
journeys exclusively for school and college students, is
suspended as is Service SB1, which operates journeys
exclusively for St Brendan’s Sixth Form College.
There is a reduction in frequency of Service 21
(Newbridge Park & Ride), with journeys running every
30 minutes, rather than every 15 minutes.
There is also a reduction in the frequency of Service 31
(Lansdown Park & Ride), with journeys running every 30
minutes, rather than every 15 minutes.

which looks at alternatives to single-use plastic in the food
He led the Food 4 NHS Project involving teams from
takeaways and restaurants across Bristol and during the first
lockdown they delivered thousands of hot meals to frontline
workers doing long shifts.
Naseem, who has also received a High Sheriff’s Award from
the Lord Lieutenant of Bristol in recognition of his
contribution to the city, also campaigns for greater support
for homeless people and has organised the provision of hot
meals and essentials for people living on the street.
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Snowman hunt winners
claim their prize
The overall winners of the Kingswood
Business Association’s
December
Snowman Hunt were the Glanville family
from Kingswood. Everyone who found
the 20 decorated snowmen hidden in the
windows of Kingswood businesses could
claim a small prize immediately; but all

the winners were then entered into a draw
to win a family hamper. Aaron and Karen
Glanville said how much their children
Theo and Ayla enjoyed looking for the
snowmen during a shopping trip to
Kingswood, and the whole family were
delighted with their prize.

Block of flats
approved on former
hoardings site
South Gloucestershire Council has
granted planning permission for a threestorey block of seven apartments, with
parking for seven cars and a communal
garden, on the corner of Soundwell Road
and Ingleside Road in Kingswood.
The land, which has previously been used for
advertising hoardings, is on the boundary
between South Gloucestershire and Bristol.
Part of two parking spaces fall on the Bristol
side.
During the course of the application by
Whitehorse Homes Ltd, the proposal was
reduced from eight to seven flats and design
amendments were also submitted at the

request of the council’s planning officer.
The officer felt the building has been kept to
a reasonable overall height with an
appropriate separation distance between
surrounding properties so it would not have
an overbearing impact.
Some concern was raised by local residents
about highway safety at the junction, but the
council’s highways officer said there would
be sufficient visibility at both proposed
access points.
There will be area of hardstanding for
parking with access from Ingleside Road,
plus a single parking space accessed via
Soundwell Road.

Family Announcements
Bereavements
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Sudoku Solutions
1-Easy

Crossword Solution

2-Hard

Service Directory
Aerials

Architectural
Services

An advert
like this costs

Garden Services

Handyman

Home
Maintenance

£21.00
+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks

Electrical
Home
Maintenance

Appliances

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks

Blinds
DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
14

Garden Services

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

An advert
like this costs

per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

£21.00
+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks
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Service Directory
Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Locksmiths

Plumbing

+ VAT
per insert

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more
Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks

An advert
like this costs

An advert
like this costs

+ VAT

Wanted

£21.00

Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

£21.00

An advert
like this costs

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Oven Cleaning

£21.00
Waste Disposal

+ VAT

per insert

per insert

Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

Telephone
Engineers

Adverts cost £4.20 per

Cheap and fast

centimetre (min 5cm)

We load and clear any
household, garden,
garage and shed
clearance
Free estimates
Fully licensed
85% recycled

The more weeks you
book the cheaper
each insertion
becomes

1 week - £21
2 weeks - £18.90
4 wk - £17.85
6 wk - £16.80
8 wk - £15.75
12 wk - £14.70
26 wk - £13.65
52 wk - £12.60

Rubbish
Clearance

Painting
& Decorating
D.JAMES DECORATING
36 Years’ Experience
Qualified tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902/
01275 831696
Or visit our website
www.djamesdecorating.com

Call 0117 9373009
at anytime to book

Adverts cost £4.20 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper
each insertion
becomes

1 week - £21
2 weeks - £18.90
4 wk - £17.85
6 wk - £16.80

Roofing

8 wk - £15.75

Tree Services

12 wk - £14.70
26 wk - £13.65
52 wk - £12.60

Plumbing

All prices per week
exc VAT

All prices per week
exc VAT

You don't have to book
successive weeks.
You can choose
fortnightly, monthly
or specific insertion
dates as long as the
total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.

You don't have to book
successive weeks.
You can choose
fortnightly, monthly
or specific insertion
dates as long as the
total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.
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+ VAT
per insert
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multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks
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