
Issue 659FREE

THE WEEK IN
East Bristol & North East Somerset

Read by more than 40,000 people each week
23rd December 2020

Unexploded World War

One shell found in

Kingswood  . . .  page 3

Improved links between

Emersons Green and

Lyde Green  . . .  page 4

Bill Bailey wins

Strictly Come

Dancing . . .  page 7

Conservatives choose

Metro Mayor candidate    

. . .  page 13

Also in this
week’s issue

South Gloucestershire Council has written to Health

Secretary Matt Hancock asking him to explain why the

district is stuck under stricter COVID measures in Tier

3 when it shares the same health and social care systems

as neighbouring areas which have dropped to Tier 2.

Both Bristol and North Somerset dropped down to join

B&NES in Tier 2 when the new tier allocations came into

force on Saturday. 

In his letter, South Gloucestershire Council leader Toby

Savage said: “The decision to isolate South Gloucestershire

in such a way, without a clear, transparent and understandable

logic, has not been understood in the local area (or more

widely), and seriously risks the credibility of the national

system, restrictions, and our work at a local level to reduce

the levels of the virus. 

“This is especially so given the numbers and direction of

travel in neighbouring authorities, such as Bristol and

Gloucestershire, and the significant pressure our local health

and social care systems remain in, which are fed by the wider

economic and travel to work geography (not just South

Gloucestershire).”

He added: “Our primary point is not around South

Gloucestershire being in Tier 3, but rather the differential

treatment of South Gloucestershire to other areas given the

local context, and significant issues that arise from this. 

Continued on page 2

Frustration and anger over decision
to keep South Glos in Tier 3

One of the areas where there is currently a spike in

coronavirus cases is Kingswood, particularly among

schoolchildren.

With figures for Kingswood North East showing a rate

of 282.6 cases per 100,000 – compared with the South

Gloucestershire average of 153.3 - a letter was sent to

all parents and carers with children in Kingswood

schools before they broke up last week.

Written by South Gloucestershire Council’s director of

public health Sara Blackmore and Chris Sivers, director

of children, adults and health, it urges families to follow

the guidance and help keep Kingswood safe.

Meanwhile volunteers from the COVID-19 BS15

Support Hanham and Kingswood group have begun

distributing thousands of information leaflets from the

council’s public health department in 'hotspot areas'.

Spike in cases in Kingswood

This is the last edition of The Week In for 2020. The

office is closed to personal callers but we will still be

monitoring phone calls and responding to emails.

We’ll be back in print on Wednesday 6th January 2021.

Wishing you a Merry
Christmas and a
Happy New Year
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Continued from page 1
“South Gloucestershire’s figures have reduced significantly

over recent weeks and remain below the all-England average.

Whilst we have seen a small and steady increase over recent

days, this is in line with much of the South West and the rest

of the country. Much of the South Gloucestershire caseload

in recent weeks has been attributed to school-age children

and working age adults. 

“Of most note however, is the numbers in relation to the over-

60s, which poses a much greater risk to the wider health

system. The latest data in this regard is that South

Gloucestershire remains significantly below neighbouring

areas, with our case detection rate being 84 per 100,000,

compared to 135 in Bristol to our south and 155 in

Gloucestershire to our north.”

Mr Savage said South Gloucestershire shares a health system

with Bristol and North Somerset, and in fact the three main

acute hospitals sit within the other two local authority

boundaries: “The current health system is under significant

pressure; however, we understand the majority of COVID-

related beds are currently taken up by non-South

Gloucestershire residents.”

He added: “We have families that live across the road from

each other that are now in different tiers, local supermarkets

that are in different tiers, hospitality establishments on the

same road or immediate vicinity in different tiers, travel to

work and cross-border issues for local schools, and public

transport that is integrated across tier boundaries. This is

already leading to community cohesion issues and increasing

levels of frustration and anger.”

Meanwhile Sara Blackmore, director of public health at the

council, said that when the Government decided to keep

South Glos in Tier 3, the Bristol rate of new COVID cases

was still declining (by 5.3 per cent from seven days prior),

whereas the South Gloucestershire rate had risen by 17 per

cent over the same time. 

“We now also have consistently higher rates than Bristol for

cases in children and adolescents. 

“Following the decision being announced (on Thursday),

among people aged 10-14 in South Gloucestershire the rate

was 282 per 100,000, while for Bristol that was 109 per

100,000). In adults aged 35-39 in South Gloucestershire the

rate was 279 per 100,000 and for Bristol that rate was 143

per 100,000.

“We know that high rates of transmission in these ages soon

leads to higher rates in older adults and more severe disease

and, sadly, deaths. It is these trends that we need to reverse

in order to make South Gloucestershire safer and get out of

Tier 3.”

She added: “Our local public health team monitor local

infection rates daily and target action to prevent and manage

outbreaks based on this data.”

Frustration and anger over decision
to keep South Glos in Tier 3

Toby Savage



Local vaccination centres run by GPs

have opened as the roll-out of the

biggest immunisation programme in

NHS history gets under way.

GPs and other primary care staff have

been working round the clock to ensure

those most at risk are able to receive the

COVID-19 vaccine first, with four sites

starting to vaccinate in South

Gloucestershire, Bristol and North

Somerset. A phased roll-out will

continue into the new year.

Practices have been working together

in groups called Primary Care

Networks to provide the vaccine.

People aged 80 and over, as well as

care home workers, will be the first to

be invited to get the jab.

The sites administering vaccinations

last week as part of the Wave 1 GP-led

programme include Kingswood Health

Centre. People over 80 who are most at

risk from COVID-19 are the priority,

based on advice from the national

independent Joint Committee on

Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI).

Local GP and member of the clinical

team responsible for the Bristol, North

Somerset and South Gloucestershire

COVID-19 vaccination programme, Dr

Neil Kerfoot, has been vaccinating

people at Kingswood Health Centre.

He said: “We are really excited to be

able to start vaccinating local residents

to help protect them against

coronavirus. We are asking everyone to

be patient and not to contact their

surgery in relation to vaccination - we

will contact you when we are ready to

book you in.

"To be in this position is testament to

our incredible workforce - they have

pulled out all the stops to ensure we are

able to start vaccinating. This includes

identifying suitable sites and putting in

place strong processes to meet the

logistical challenges of a programme of

this size and scale.”

Sara Blackmore, director of public

health at South Gloucestershire

Council, said: “This is fantastic

progress, and it has been a real

partnership effort. It is still vital that we

keep following the guidance: Hands,

Face, Space; to protect ourselves, our

family, friends, neighbours and our

whole community. While there will be

vaccine for everyone who needs it, the

scale of the task means it is going to

take some time, and we need to stay

mindful of the threat of the virus and do

everything we can to limit spread.”

Due to limited early supply of the

vaccine, the Wave 1 sites have been

selected on the basis of geography, the

number of over-80s in the local

population and operational readiness.

More local sites will be announced in

the coming weeks.

Meanwhile the roll-out has also started

in Bath & North East Somerset.

Council leader Dine Romero said:

“Local people can show their support

for the operation by waiting to be

contacted with instructions of how to

receive the vaccine, while continuing to

observe the current social distancing

guidance.

“The physical process of giving the

vaccine will be a marathon and not a

sprint, with vaccinations taking place

over the next few months.”
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GPs begin roll-out of
COVID-19 vaccine 

Police were called to The Crown Inn pub on Bristol

Road in Keynsham on Saturday afternoon following a

disturbance in the car park involving a number of

people.

Two boys aged 15 and 16 sustained stab wounds and

were taken to hospital. Their injuries were not believed

to be life-threatening. Both were arrested.

Police said they were called to the scene at around

4.40pm. Detective Inspector Will Thorpe said: “We’re

really keen to hear from anyone who was at the pub, or

in the area and may have seen people involved in this

disorder.

“We’d like to reassure members of the public our

neighbourhood team is fully aware of what happened

and officers will be conducting additional patrols in the

area as a precautionary measure.”

Witnesses can call 101 and give the call handler the

reference number 5220284170.

Police appeal for
witnesses after
stabbings in car park 

Bomb disposal experts carried out a controlled explosion

on Sunday after Avon & Somerset Police were called to

an address in Kingswood at around 1pm regarding a

suspected World War One shell.

A police spokesperson said: “The item was removed and

a controlled explosion took place at about 5pm on

Rodway Common.  A cordon was put in place while that

operation took place.”

Controlled explosion
of ‘WW1 shell’ 

Kingswood Health Centre



A Winter Walk light show has been set up

outside St Anne’s Church in Oldland

Common. 

Assistant curate the Rev Mark Nam said:

“We’ve received lots of positive feedback

from the community. Some families have

made a point of walking past the church to

enjoy it. We also have Christmas music

playing, some displays for people to have

their photos taken next to, and a lit-up

Nativity scene. 

“The trees are also illuminated, and we’ve

laid lights down to create a path through the

graveyard. It will be up every night until

Christmas Day.”

Dan Dodd from Enlightened, a lighting,

audio, staging and video solutions company,

is the architect behind the display.
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Avon & Somerset Police and Crime

Commissioner (PCC) Sue Mountstevens

has launched a survey seeking people’s

views on an increase in the policing part

of the council tax.

The Home Office grant has been frozen

for next year but the Government has

announced that PCCs can raise the

policing part of the council tax next April

by 6.6%, equivalent to £15 per year for

an average band D household.

A £15 increase, approximately £1.25 per

month, would mean additional

investment could be made in the police

service to tackle the crimes which affect

victims the most. If the policing part of

the council tax is not increased, Avon &

Somerset Police would have to make

significant savings which would result in

a reduction of services.

PCC Sue Mountstevens said: “The

pandemic has had a huge economic

impact on our communities and has

affected many people’s finances; the

decision to raise the policing part of the

council tax will not be taken lightly. I

want to make sure everyone has the

opportunity to share their opinion before

I make this difficult decision.”  

Last year, the Government gave PCCs the

flexibility to raise the policing part of the

council tax by £10 per year (for an

average band D household). Local people

who completed last year’s survey

supported this increase, which has gone

towards recruiting 75 police investigators

who will focus on improving outcomes

for victims.

Have your say on
police funding

Walking in a winter wonderland

Police are appealing for witnesses and information after

a woman was inappropriately touched in Keynsham.

A man slapped the victim’s bottom as she walked along

a path between Charlton Road and Ashton Way car park.

The incident happened between 5.30pm and 5.45pm on

Saturday 28th November.

The man is described as white, aged in his 20s, of

medium build with brown hair and a short beard. He

wore a grey hooded top.

Anyone who witnessed the incident or who recognises

the description of the man is asked to call 101 and

provide the call handler with the reference 5220270531.

You can alternatively contact the independent charity

Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111.

Appeal after
woman is
assaulted
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A new £6.5m project to improve

pedestrian and cycling routes between

Emersons Green and Lyde Green has

been announced. 

The Linking the Greens project will also

look to promote cultural links between the

two areas via a public art programme which

will be an opportunity for people to get

involved in their local area. 

Pedestrian and cycling infrastructure

improvements will include the refurbishment

of the Newlands Bridge over the A4174

Avon Ring Road, a new and improved

shared-use path from Lyde Green across to

Emersons Green Retail Park via the existing

footbridge, a new footpath into the Lyde

Green residential area, construction of new

steps at the northern end of the bridge and a

new cycle/pedestrian corridor next to the

Emersons Green skatepark.

The project will also involve safety

improvements in the wider area, such as the

completion of the B4465 Pucklechurch to

ring road shared-use path, a new traffic

calming scheme on the Sainsbury’s access

road and new lighting on the ring road

cycleway.

It is hoped that improving pedestrian and

cycling facilities will encourage more people

to consider active travel options for local

journeys.

The work is being funded via developer

contributions, South Gloucestershire Council

and the West of England Local Enterprise

Partnership through the Local Growth and

Getting Building funds, administered by the

West of England Combined Authority.

While the improvements are being carried

out on the Newlands Bridge, a single lane

closure in both directions will be required on

the ring road beneath the bridge. 

This will reduce the carriageway to one

lane in each direction. These lane closures

will begin on Monday 11th January and last

for approximately four weeks, 24 hours a

day.

To install the lane closures, the ring road will

be closed in both directions between Lyde

Green roundabout and the Rosary

roundabout from 8pm on Sunday 10th

January to 6am on Monday 11th January.

Work on the bridge will be daytime only,

Monday to Saturday.

Meanwhile South Gloucestershire Council

says it will share details of the public art

programme next year.

New links planned between Lyde
Green and Emersons Green
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Controversial plans to create another

fishing lake and increase the number of

caravans at a campsite at Bitton are being

recommended for approval by South

Gloucestershire Council planning officers.

However, the proposals for Boyd Valley

Lake have been called in by the ward

councillors and it has been agreed that the

council’s Development Management

Committee will make the decision on

whether or not to grant permission.

A field to the north of the site at Boyd Valley

Lake already has permission, granted

retrospectively in 2019, for up to 20 touring

caravan/camping pitches; the remainder has

a licence from the Freedom Camping Club

for 30 tents. 

The application lodged by site owner Peter

Roberts (as we reported in Issue 635) is for

an additional 15 caravan pitches, plus

consent for another five pitches near the

existing lower pond for ‘glamping’ in timber

pods and lodge-style permanent caravans. 

Another coarse fishing pond is proposed on

the 25-acre site but plans for extended toilet

facilities and a new sewage treatment plant

near the site entrance on Golden Valley Lane

have been dropped.

There have been 99 objections and 91 letters

or emails in favour of the plans. Objectors

says it is inappropriate development in the

Green Belt and are concerned about the

additional caravans and motorhomes that

will be generated in single-track lanes in the

area.

They are also worried that there will be

increased and uncontrolled noise; an impact

on neighbours’ privacy and harm to the site’s

ecology; and that another lake will make

flooding in the area worse. 

However, council planning officers do not

consider that the development would harm

the Green Belt while other council

departments have raised no objections in

terms of conservation, landscaping, ecology

and environmental protection.

In a report highways officers say the

proposals would not generate enough traffic

to have a significant impact on the local

highway network. And with the nearest

residential properties at least 90 metres away,

the report says it is not considered that the

level of noise created would have an

unacceptable adverse impact on people

living nearby. There has been no objection

from the council’s environmental health

team. 

The lead local flood authority has not raised

any objections either.

The application will be decided at the

council’s Development Management

Committee meeting on 21st January.

Approval recommended for more
caravans and fishing at valley site

Boyd Valley Lake



A developer has lost his appeal to build on

land in Keynsham which locals say has

been used as a recreational space for

years.

The site next to 6 Glebe Walk is described by

B&NES Council as “Amenity Green”.

Earlier this year the planning committee

went against the advice of a planning officer

and rejected the proposal for a pair of three-

bed semi-detached houses.

The officer felt there was no legal protection

in place for the green space, and said that the

proposed plot sizes were larger than others

nearby. However, the committee voted seven

to one against the plans, citing reasons which

included overdevelopment, harm to the

living standards of the future occupiers and

neighbours because of loss of light and

overbearing impact, plus the loss of an open

green space. 

Applicant Matthew Davies’ appeal to the

Secretary of State included revised plans

with minor changes to internal layouts, as

well as to windows in response to

overlooking concerns. It highlighted that the

land has always been privately owned and

any use has been without consent: “The

landowner will be fencing off the land to

restrict any unauthorised access if this appeal

were unsuccessful.”

Rejecting the appeal, the inspector said the

green space would be almost entirely lost

through the proposed development: “This

would remove an important breathing space

in an otherwise densely developed area. The

area would subsequently feel cramped, and

the relief provided by a sense of space and

openness lost.”

The inspector said the development would be

“overbearing” on the occupants of No 7

Glebe Walk and that the proposed removal

of two verges for hardstanding for five

parking spaces would reduce the

attractiveness of the area.
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Developer loses
appeal to build on
‘recreational space’

A home in Central Avenue in Hanham,

was broken into between midnight and

5am on Tuesday 8th December. 

It is thought that the offender used a

broom from an outbuilding to knock the

key out of the lock on the rear door, and

then reached through the cat flap to

retrieve it and unlock the door from the

outside. 

A search of some ground-floor rooms

was made and car keys were taken and

used to steal a Jeep, which was later

found abandoned.

Meanwhile someone forced the back

door to enter a home on Samuel White

Road in Hanham between 11.30pm on

Monday 7th December and 4am on

Tuesday 8th. Some items from the hall

were grabbed. The stolen property was

dumped a few doors away. 

If you have any information regarding

these incidents contact the police on 101.

Alternatively call Crimestoppers

anonymously on 0800 555 111.

Break-ins in Hanham

Comedian, musician, and actor Bill

Bailey, who grew up in Keynsham, has

been crowned winner of this year's BBC

Strictly Come Dancing competition,

becoming the oldest celebrity to lift the

glitterball trophy.

The 55-year-old was partnered with Oti

Mabuse, the first Strictly dancer to win

two years in a row.

Bill, who used to live on Wellsway where

his GP father had his practice, beat

EastEnders’ actress Maisie Smith and

singer HRVY in Saturday's grand final. 

On being announced as the winner, he

said: "It feels surreal, it feels

extraordinary, it feels wonderful.”

Keynsham’s Bill Bailey
crowned winner of Strictly

There are temporary traffic lights on the

junction of Cullysgate Lane with the A420

at the bottom of Tog Hill which will be in

place until January.

South Gloucestershire Council says it is

carrying out essential drainage works to

resolve flooding issues which cause a road

safety hazard.

Roadworks at flood-hit junction

Glebe Walk

Picture credit: BBC



Crime committed?
Dear Editor

Last Saturday I witnessed a man trying to

steal alcohol and food from the Sainsbury’s

Local store in Keynsham.

I was surprised that the manager told him

they would not be calling the police but that

he was never to visit the shop again. What

sort of message does that send out to both

the attempted thief or any of his associates? 

Bizarrely, I was able to take a photograph

of him while he then unchained his bike (I

assume it was his) from the rack outside

before departing. Obviously he was not

planning on making a quick getaway!

Please publish my photo as a warning to

other traders in the town who have enough

to deal with at the moment without this.

Name and address supplied

Unfortunately, as your picture does not
show any crime being committed, we are
not able to publish it - Ed

Metro Mayor role is vital

to our future
Dear Editor

Phillip Gannaway's letter to The Week In

(Issue 658) reminds us that local people

have little awareness of the West of

England Metro Mayor. This is

understandable given the current Metro

Mayor’s low profile. Most people don’t

know this role exists, and if they do, they

are often mystified as to what the Metro

Mayor does.

The Metro Mayor has huge potential to

improve the lives of almost a million

people right across B&NES, South

Gloucestershire and Bristol, with a massive

budget (approx. £1billion).

Up north, in places like Manchester, people

know the name of their high profile Metro

Mayor (Andy Burnham) and they realise

this key leadership role impacts hugely on

their daily lives in areas like jobs, skills,

housing, transport and the environment. 

This is vital to empower people so that we

don’t just survive serious challenges like

COVID, but so that we all go on to thrive

and prosper in what will be tough years

ahead.

I know from 13 years as an MP

representing communities across North

East Somerset and South Gloucestershire

that a key leadership role makes a huge and

positive difference. I’m keen to hear from

The Week In readers about their priorities,

as they consider what we might achieve

together in the vital policy areas mentioned

above (dan@votedan.uk).

I wish all The Week In readers a safe and

restful Christmas.

Dan Norris

Labour Metro Mayor candidate for The

West of England

Poppy Appeal update
Dear Becky

Many thanks to all who supported the

Poppy Appeal in this difficult year. The

total raised by the Bitton & Oldland Branch

of the Royal British Legion to date is

£7,909.14. 

While this is only one-third of what we aim

for in a normal year it was a magnificent

effort in the face of all the restrictions we

and our supporters faced. 

We are hopeful that in addition many will

have responded to the Legion’s appeal for

online gifts as we seek to meet the calls for

help from veterans and their dependants.  

Dawn Harrill

Poppy Appeal organiser 

Bitton & Oldland Branch of the Royal

British Legion

Well done to councils for

A431 improvements
Dear Editor

Further to my letter in Issue 655 last month

regarding the dangerous and unsafe

footpath on the A431, B&NES Council, not

before time, have made an excellent job of

clearing this path and cutting back the

hedge making it safe to use again. Well

done and thank you.

Also, thanks to South Glos Council for

resurfacing this road through Swineford.

Work that has long been needed.

Chris Payne

Those ignoring the rules

have kept us in Tier 3
Dear Stephen

Would you please pass on my thanks to all

those individuals whose mindless disregard

for the health of both themselves and others

has ensured that South Glos remains

trapped in Tier 3 for at least two more

weeks?

If I may make a prediction, it will be these

self-same people who, over the Christmas

‘relaxation’ period, by ignoring the rules

and abandoning common sense, will also

be making their contribution to the

inevitable rise in infection rates,

hospitalisation and subsequent deaths in the

New Year. 

Mike Openshaw

Hanham

Letter of thanks from

Warmley Wheelers
Dear Becky

It has been a trying year but we have

managed to continue provide cycling for

people with health conditions, and-or

supported needs as best we could. In

achieving this, I think it is right and proper

that I should acknowledge the help we have

received in allowing, maintaining and

developing our provision.

So a big thanks to the following:

Milestones Trust senior management team

and the South Gloucestershire Council’s

Community Open Spaces staff for being so

supportive in allowing us to reopen when

we did; to James and Kate Lindsay and all

the staff at Warmley Waiting Room Café

and Tea Gardens who continue to provide

us with free refreshments and for their

donation; to the local businesses who

support our work in a variety of ways –

Jewson, Keystone, N3 Display Graphics

and Zipp Cycles; and to the many

individuals who have provided help over

the year when needed.

Development does continue, despite such

circumstances, so thanks also to the

council’s Bikeability and Access teams for

the Learn To Ride, Return To Ride and Dr

Bike initiatives. 

Lastly, and perhaps most importantly, a

sincere thank you to all the very special

people who use our centre independently,

or with their support staff.  Your ongoing

support in such challenging times makes

the work we do so worthwhile.

Andy Underdown

Project coordinator, Warmley Wheelers

Write to us

The Week In is independent of any political

or commercial interest.   We aim to produce

a balanced and accurate view of local news

and welcome comments from our readers. 

Normally, we will publish letters in full but

reserve the right to shorten or clarify the

contents or to refuse publication. Please try

to keep letters under 300 words and supply

your full name and address for reasons of

authentication.  Only the name and district

where you live will be reproduced.

Anonymity is possible under certain

circumstances. 

Copy can be sent by post or, preferably,
e-mail and should arrive at our offices
no later than 9.00am on the Monday of
each week. E-mail
to:admin@theweekin.co.uk

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 

0117 986 0381
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Andy Underdown

Dawn Harrill
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Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard

Chemists

See page 13 for a list of pharmacies open

during the Christmas and New Year

holiday period.

Paris Lake

Gina Paradise

Two youngsters from Corston were winners in Curo

Housing’s Christmas card design competition.

14-year-old Gina Paradise won the 10 to 16 years age

category, while 18-month old Paris Lake had the best

entry in the section for children aged up to four. 

Kassidy White from Twerton was the winner of the

artists aged five to nine.

Gina’s design was used on the official Curo Christmas

card which was being delivered to more than 2,000 Curo

residents living in sheltered housing schemes this

Christmas along with a festive goodie bag.

Several people from Bristol have been charged in relation

to an incident in Kingswood on Monday 14th December

in which a Hengrove man received gunshot and stab

wound injuries.

Officers were called to Baxter Close, just off the A420 Hill

Street, shortly before 2pm following a disturbance. A short

time later, a 26-year-old man presented at hospital with

multiple injuries. He has since been released.

Detectives from the Major Crime Investigation Team have

been leading the investigation, carrying out house-to-house

inquiries and examining a range of digital material, including

CCTV from the area.

To date those charged in relation to last week’s incident are:

• Steven Tomlinson, 32, from Henbury, who has been

charged with possession of an offensive weapon in a public

place. He appeared at Bristol Magistrates’ Court on Friday

and was remanded to appear at Bristol Crown Court on

Friday 15th January.

• Andre Williams, 31 and from Fishponds, was due to appear

at Bristol Magistrates’ Court on Monday (21st December)

charged with violent disorder. 

• 31-year-old Tyree Sutherland, from Easton, was also due

to appear before the same court that day charged with

assisting an offender. 

The 26-year-old, Shaquille Thompson, from Hengrove, was

also due to appear before Bristol magistrates on Monday after

being charged with a robbery in Bristol four days before the

Kingswood incident.

Three other people arrested in connection with the

Kingswood investigation have been released on bail. Police

say inquiries continue. 

Detective Chief Inspector James Riccio said: “While we

believe this is an isolated incident, we appreciate the worry

this may cause the community. Incidents involving firearms

are thankfully extremely rare in Avon and Somerset but

should anyone feel concerned, I’d encourage them to speak

to their local neighbourhood team.”

Young artists’ designs

bring Christmas cheerMen in court after
firearm incident



Crossword
ACROSS
1. Fibrous tissue (8)

5. Sediment (4)

7. Disconcert (9)

9. Keep secret (4)

10. Mess (4)

11. Takes flight (5)

14. Heartbeat (5)

15. Bury (5)

16. Carries (5)

17. Bailiff (5)

18. Saying (5)

19. Speak slowly (5)

22. Expel (4)

24. Small US coin (4)

26. Lawyer (9)

27. Smear (4)

28. Course of study (8)

DOWN

1. Scottish lake (4)

2. Highest point (4)

3. Electronic message
(1-4)

4. Number in trio (5)

5. Rich and juicy (4)

6. Carpenter's framework
(8)

7. Alpine plant (9)

8. Brine (4,5)

11. Celebrated (5)

12. Additional (5)

13. Sails (anag.) (5)

14. Forgiven (8)

20. Wrecked buildings (5)

21. Spin around (5)

23. Grave (4)

24. Fizzy drink (4)

25. Hence (4)

Visitors to Willsbridge Mill have

revealed what they like, don’t like

and think could be improved.

A survey was held earlier this year by

WiIlsbridge Mill Community Refresh

(WMCR), who oversee the work to

restore the Grade II listed buildings and

surrounding gardens.

For the last six years they have been

working towards the long-term

sustainability of the heritage site which

is owned by South Gloucestershire

Council and previously run by Avon

Wildlife Trust. The trust still maintain

Willsbridge Valley.

A total of 80 people took part in the

survey, just under 30% from Longwell

Green and just under 20% from

Oldland Common, with the rest coming

from the wider Bristol area as far away

as Portishead.

Most respondents say they walk

(62.5%) to the site with 33.8% coming

by car and a small number by bus or

bike. 

Asked why they visit, the vast majority

say it’s to appreciate the nature reserve

(74.7%) while 27.8% visit to walk the

dog, 51.9% to eat or drink at the café

and 45.6% to take children to the pond

or stream.

Comments about what people enjoy

at the heritage site include the

peace and tranquillity, the woods,

stream and wildlife, while concerns

raised include dogs running loose and

owners not picking up mess, and about

cyclists including a few travelling at

speed.

There were also some comments about

the reserve looking too manicured and

pleas to not overdevelop or

commercialise the site. 

Respondents were divided on whether

there should be a new car park. Last

year controversial plans to turn part of

the woodland into a 20-space visitor

car park with a new vehicular access

from Willsbridge Hill were approved

by the council.

You can read the results in full at 

https:/ /willsbridgemill .com/wp-

conten t /up loads /WMCR_2020-

Survey-Results.pdf

Willsbridge Mill
community survey results
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Siston Parish Council is

to buy a bench and

plaque to commemo-rate

the years of voluntary

service that John Hunt

gave to the parish

He died at his Warmley

home in September just

three days after resigning

from the council. At their meeting last Thursday

councillors agreed to fund the bench and plaque from

Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) funds.

Mr Hunt also previously served on Avon County

Council, representing the Mount Hill ward, and on South

Gloucestershire Council as member for the Woodstock

ward.

Bench will honour
well-known councillor

There is to be an appeal against South Gloucestershire

Council’s refusal of planning permission for a church at

the old farm shop site on top of Siston Common.

The congregation of the St Thomas Syro Malabar

Catholic Church, currently based at St Joseph’s in

Fishponds, want their own church, with a dedicated

focus for worship to maintain their Indian heritage.

The plans involve demolishing the existing commercial

building at Bridge House Farm and building a two-

storey church and community hall with a café, keeping

the farmhouse as a presbytery.

The proposal was turned down in the summer with

planners saying the overall scale, size and appearance

would be out of keeping with the surroundings. 

Council planners said a simple chapel-like building

could be acceptable, but the church said that due to

liturgical requirements, a very much smaller scale

structure would not be suitable.

At their meeting last Thursday, Siston parish councillors

were told that a planning appeal is being prepared.

Appeal expected
after church plans
were rejected



Police say that high visibility patrols will continue on the

Bristol & Bath Railway Path into the Christmas period

and beyond.

Officers from Bristol East, South Gloucestershire and

Operation Remedy have been carrying out targeted patrols

in response to a number of incidences of anti-social

behaviour, sexual assault, theft and assault.

As we reported last week, two teenagers were arrested for

sexual assault and assault.

Chief Inspector Paul Wigginton said: “We are committed to

ensuring the Bristol & Bath Railway Path is safe for all to

use, and would like to assure the public that offences of this

nature will not be tolerated.

“We are working closely with partner agencies to consider

how the path can be made safer in the short and longer term.”

He said there has been a marked reduction in incidences in

recent days: “However, we remain concerned about a

number of distraction robberies on the path, in which mainly

lone men have been targeted after offenders have placed

obstacles on the path to slow down joggers and cyclists.

“Targeted patrols will be continuing over the coming weeks

in an effort to apprehend offenders and we’re asking

members of the public to remain vigilant.

“If you do experience or witness crime and/or anti-social

behaviour on the path, our key message is always to report

this to us as soon as possible on 101, or 999 in an emergency,

so that we can investigate.

“Don’t rely on social media as a way of sharing information

with us.”

High-profile police patrols
on Railway Path to continue
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An online map has been created showing the locations

of hundreds of Christmas-themed decorations

throughout South Gloucestershire and Bristol.

The ‘Christmas Displays in Bristol and South Glos’ map

is live on Facebook with more than 400 locations

already, including window, outdoor and light displays. 

All lit up for Christmas

Members of churches in Hanham have been busy

knitting characters in the Nativity story which are now

hiding in shops on Hanham High Street as part of a fun

Christmas trail called Follow the Star for people of all

ages to enjoy as well as support their local High Street.

For more information visit

www.followthestarhanham.org/

Christmas trail in Hanham
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Norville Opticians in

Keynsham High Street has

become the first practice in

the country to install one of

the new hands-free, arm-pull

handles at its branch.

The AV Arm Pull Handle has

been designed by entrepreneur

Jeff Cox whose business is

based in New World Business

Centre in Warmley. The handle

is robust and fitted in a couple

of minutes with an Allen key,

transforming the pull handle

door into one that’s easily opened with

an arm.

Hands are a significant transmitter of viruses

and the hands-free handle adds a critical

barrier of protection from transferring

viruses such as COVID-19 and flu, as well

as from bacteria and other germs.

Norville practice manager Beth Bracey said:

“The handle is ideal for us – we are a busy

high street practice operating a COVID-safe

practice and our staff are now the only ones

who touch the door.

“We wear PPE aprons and gloves when

interacting with customers and now we can

open the door to admit customers for their

appointments with our arms. This adds an

extra layer of safety to the process for our

customers and staff.” 

The Norville Group of practices in the South

West was acquired by the Hakim Group

during the summer and this month the

Keynsham practice led by Beth won Hakim’s

‘Best Newcomer’ award.

For more details about the AV Arm Pull

Handle visit www.handsfreehandle.co.uk 

Revolutionary handle makes
opticians’ practice even safer 

Public Notice

Situations Vacant

Police were called to Memorial Park in Keynsham on

Thursday morning after a man was seriously injured

following a fall. 

He was pronounced dead at the scene by paramedics.

An Avon & Somerset police spokesperson said the cause

of death was not believed to be suspicious and their

inquiries were continuing on behalf of the coroner.

Sudden death
in Keynsham

Police have issued CCTV footage of

two men they want to identify in

connection with a distraction burglary

attempt at the home of an 81-year-old

in the Manor Road area of Saltford at

just after 5pm on Wednesday 2nd

December. 

He spoke to them through the door

but didn’t let them in. One was is in

his 20s and had an Irish accent. He

wore a turquoise ski hat with dark

blue hoops around it and orange

gloves. The second wore a dark

hooded top and similar gloves and

grey trousers. Call 101 and give the

reference number 5220274786.

Distraction burglary attempt in Saltford

Lib Dem councillors and supporters in

Keynsham and Saltford held a Christmas

tree sale in support of the local foodbank. 

The festive fundraiser took place on

Saturday mornings at The Crown Inn.

Around 40 trees were sold, raising a grand

total of £515, including some donations

from local residents. Keynsham councillor

Andy Wait said: “After a very difficult

year, the people of Keynsham and Saltford

have been very generous in supporting

those in the community with such a basic

need this Christmas. 

“It is still hard to believe that in such a rich

and prosperous country, there are working

people supporting the most vulnerable in

our communities who need to go to

foodbanks to survive.

“I’d like to thank my colleague Cllr Hal

MacFie for generously donating the trees

and also to thank local residents for

supporting this important cause.”

Christmas trees sold in
support of foodbank

Keep in touch, let us know what

you think, send us your news

www.facebook.com/theweekin

Beth Bracey demonstrates the handle

Hal MacFie, left, & Andy Wait
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Conservatives select new
regional mayor candidate
Conservative Samuel Williams, who had

been campaigning to become the next

Mayor of Bristol, has now been selected by

his party to stand as the West of England’s

Metro Mayor instead.

Current Regional Mayor Tory Tim Bowles

announced last month that he would be

retiring when his term in office leading the

West of England Combined Authority

(WECA) comes to an end in May.

Mr Williams announced his candidacy on

social media on Friday, tweeting: “I have

accepted the enormous honour of becoming

the @Conservatives candidate for the West

of England. I am standing to serve our region

and secure the future that we all want. I am

the fresh voice with a fresh vision for a

region in which we can all thrive.”

Mr Williams lives in south Bristol and runs

a communications consultancy and an ethical

business network.

He will be up against Labour’s Dan

Norris and Lib Dem candidate Stephen

Williams.

Here are the opening hours for local

pharmacies over the Christmas and New

Year period, including Sundays.

Many pharmacies are open as usual on

Saturday 26th December as the public

holiday for Boxing Day this year is on

Monday 28th December. 

For more information visit
https://www.england.nhs.uk/south/info-
professional/pharm-info/pharmacy-
opening-hours/

Christmas Day (Friday 25th December)

Keynsham Pharmacy, Station Road (10am-

noon); Chandag Road Pharmacy,

Keynsham (3pm-5pm); Jhoots Pharmacy,

Pool Road, Kingswood (3pm-5pm)

Boxing Day (Saturday 26th December)

Stockwood Pharmacy, Hollway Road

(7am-9pm); Asda Pharmacy, Craven Way,

Longwell Green (7am–10pm); Asda

Pharmacy, Oatlands Avenue, Whitchurch

(7am-10pm) Lloyds Pharmacy,

Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green (7am-9pm);

Boots, Aldermoor Way, Longwell Green

(8am-11.59pm); Tesco Pharmacy,

Callington Road, Brislington (8.30am-

6pm); Billings, Kings Chase Shopping

Centre, Kingswood (8.30am-5.30pm); Well

Pharmacy, Kingswood Health Centre (9am-

1pm); Oldland Common Pharmacy, High

Street (9am-1pm); Lloyds Pharmacy, The

Willow Surgery, Downend (9am-1pm);

Ideal Pharmacy, Warmley High Street

(9am-1pm); Cleeve Wood Pharmacy,

Downend (9am-1pm); Hengrove Pharmacy,

Hengrove Lane (9am-1pm); Lloyds

Pharmacy, Church Road, Redfield (9am-

noon & 2pm-5.30pm); Well Pharmacy, St

George Health Centre, Bellevue Road

(9am-1pm); Air Balloon Pharmacy, St

George (9am-1pm); Lloyds Pharmacy,

Whitchurch Health Centre, (9am-12.30pm

& 2pm-5pm); Lloyds Pharmacy, Hollway

Road, Stockwood (9am-1pm); Morrisons

Pharmacy, Fishponds Road (9am-4pm);

Boots, Staple Hill High Street (9am-

3.30pm); Boots Pharmacy, Emersons Green

(9am-4.30pm); Boots, Kings Chase

Shopping Centre, Kingswood (9am-3pm);

Boots, School Road, Cadbury Heath (9am-

1pm); Boots, Keynsham High Street (9am-

5.30pm); Keynsham Pharmacy, Station

Road (9am-8pm); Lloyds Pharmacy,

Keynsham High Street (9am-5.30pm); Well

Pharmacy, Lodge Causeway (9.30am-

noon); Lloyds Pharmacy, Fishponds Road

(9.30am-noon & 5pm-5.30pm)

Sunday 27th December

Stockwood Pharmacy, Hollway Road

(9am-7pm); Lloyds Pharmacy, Sainsbury’s,

Emersons Green (9.30am-4.30pm);

Keynsham Pharmacy, Station Road (10am-

4pm); Asda Pharmacy, Longwell Green

(10am–4pm); Asda Pharmacy, Whitchurch

(10am-4pm); Morrisons Pharmacy,

Fishponds Road (10am-4pm); Tesco

Pharmacy, Brislington (10am-4pm); Boots,

Emersons Green (10.30am–4.30pm);

Boots, Longwell Green (10.30am-4.30pm)

Boxing Day (Substitute Bank Holiday -

Monday 28th December)

Boots, Kings Chase Shopping Centre,

Kingswood (8am-4pm); Tesco Pharmacy,

Brislington (9am-1pm); Boots, Longwell

Green (9am-5pm); Asda Pharmacy,

Longwell Green (9am – 6pm); Asda

Pharmacy, Whitchurch (9am-6pm); Lloyds

Pharmacy, Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green

(10am-4pm); Morrisons Pharmacy,

Fishponds Road (10am-4pm); Boots,

Emersons Green (10am–5pm)

Keynsham Pharmacy, Station Road (10am-

noon & 5pm-7pm)

New Year’s Day (Friday 1st January)

Lloyds Pharmacy, Sainsbury’s, Emersons

Green (10am-4pm); Boots, Kings Chase

Shopping Centre, Kingswood (10am-4pm)

Morrisons Pharmacy, Fishponds Road

(10am-4pm); Asda Pharmacy, Longwell

Green (10am–5pm); Boots, Emersons

Green (10am–5pm); Boots, Longwell

Green (10am-5pm); Asda Pharmacy,

Whitchurch (10am-5pm); Keynsham

Pharmacy, Station Road (10am-noon &

5pm-7pm)

Sunday January 3

Stockwood Pharmacy, Hollway Road

(9am-7pm); Lloyds Pharmacy, Sainsbury’s,

Emersons Green (9.30am-4.30pm);

Keynsham Pharmacy, Station Road (10am-

4pm); Asda Pharmacy, Whitchurch (10am-

4pm); Morrisons Pharmacy, Fishponds

Road (10am-4pm); Tesco Pharmacy,

Brislington (10am-4pm); Asda Pharmacy,

Longwell Green (10am–4pm); Boots,

Emersons Green (10.30am–4.30pm);

Boots, Longwell Green (10.30am-4.30pm)

Pharmacy opening times over

Christmas & the New Year

Family

Announcements

Bereavement

Someone attempted to force entry to a

garage on Park Road in Keynsham,

between 4.30pm on Monday 7th

December and 8.20am the following day. 

A spade was used in the attempt, which

was left propped up on the garage wall. It

is possible that this had been taken from a

neighbour’s garden shed as the door to this

was left open. If you have any information

about this incident contact the police on

101 or call Crimestoppers anonymously on

0800 555 111.

Spade used in garage
break-in attempt

Samuel Williams



14                                                                                                                                                                                                                  The Week in • Wednesday 23rd December 2020

Service Directory

Home

Maintenance

Home

Maintenance

Garden Services

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting at

2 weeks

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting at

2 weeks

HandymanAerials Appliances

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Carpet Cleaning

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Blinds

Crossword SolutionSudoku Solutions
2-Hard1-Easy

Electrical

Architectural

Services
Driveways
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Service Directory
Plumbing

Plumbing

Book a series

of adverts

and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4.20 per

centimetre (min 5cm)

The more weeks you

book the cheaper

each insertion

becomes

1 week - £21

2 weeks - £18.90

4 wk - £17.85

6 wk - £16.80

8 wk - £15.75

12 wk - £14.70

26 wk - £13.65

52 wk - £12.60

All prices per week

exc VAT

You don't have to book

successive weeks. 

You can choose

fortnightly, monthly 

or specific insertion

dates as long as the

total number of

insertions booked

corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting

at 2 weeks

Book a series

of adverts

and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4.20 per

centimetre (min 5cm)

The more weeks you

book the cheaper

each insertion

becomes

1 week - £21

2 weeks - £18.90

4 wk - £17.85

6 wk - £16.80

8 wk - £15.75

12 wk - £14.70

26 wk - £13.65

52 wk - £12.60

All prices per week

exc VAT

You don't have to book

successive weeks. 

You can choose

fortnightly, monthly 

or specific insertion

dates as long as the

total number of

insertions booked

corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting

at 2 weeks

Tree Services

Wanted

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting at

2 weeks

Locksmiths

Roofing

Rubbish 
Clearance
Cheap and fast
We load and clear any 

household, garden, 
garage and shed 

clearance
Free estimates
Fully licensed
85% recycled

Call 0117 9373009
at anytime to book

Telephone

Engineers

Waste Disposal

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Wigs

Oven Cleaning

Wanted

BOOKS, paper ephemera,
postcards, football programmes,
records, toys etc.
Best prices paid. Phone Rick on
01761 232936

Painting

& Decorating
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