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More police patrols are being carried out along with other

measures in response to mounting public concerns about

recent attacks, thefts and anti-social behaviour on and

near the Bristol & Bath Railway Path.

In the latest incident police received a report at around

5.30pm on Monday 7th December that a woman had been

stabbed four times in the leg whilst out running alone on the

Railway Path behind Brook Road. 

Police later clarified that the attack took place on a path that

runs parallel with the A4174 ring road, just up from Firework

Close, which links up with the Railway Path.

The woman needed hospital treatment. A 14-year-old boy

was arrested on suspicion of wounding with intent. 

An appeal for information resulted in a number of witness

reports which led to the arrest. Police say the boy has been

released under investigation and inquiries are ongoing.

Anyone with any further information is asked to call 101,

quoting crime reference number 5220275007.

The stretch of the Railway Path through Fishponds,

Mangotsfield and Staple Hill has been an area of particular

concern recently and as we reported last week, a 13-year-old

boy was arrested on 1st December on suspicion of sexual

assault following reports of a male harassing women. He was

later released on bail.

Police say a problem-solving plan has now been put in place

and they are working with local councils and Sustrans who

look after the Railway Path which is part of the National

Cycle Network. 

Measures include targeted high visibility patrols and days of

action, bike marking days and an increased emphasis on

information sharing between the Bristol East and South

Gloucestershire neighbourhood policing teams.

Neighbourhood Inspector Clive Summerill urged people to

report incidents and pledged that all will be thoroughly

investigated. His comments have been echoed by Staple Hill

and Mangotsfield councillor Ian Boulton who posted on

Facebook: “By reporting all incidents, the police can target

their limited resources to where there is a need. The police

can only deal with issues if they are made aware of them.

Please report your experience to the police before posting on

social media - that way you can share your crime reference

number and we can help the police to build up a picture of

what is going on in our neighbourhood.”

Cllr Boulton also urged parents to make sure they know their

children and their friends are somewhere safe and secure,

rather than wandering the streets.

Petition

Meanwhile an e-petition was started last week on South

Gloucestershire Council’s website calling for lighting to be

installed along dark stretches of the Railway Path.

Already signed by more than 130 people, it says there have

been far too many attacks on innocent people using the pitch-

black path to hide undetected and hurt people. 

The petition says more lighting will make it much harder for

suspicious characters to go unnoticed and residents can feel

safer using the track in the dark.

Police step up patrols on the Railway Path
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The first West of England Mayor has been “invisible”

and his successor needs to do more to raise the region’s

profile.

That’s according to Liberal Democrat councillors who were

speaking during an update on regional issues at last

Wednesday’s South Gloucestershire Council meeting.

As we reported in Issue 656, Tim Bowles will retire when

his term in office leading the West of England Combined

Authority (WECA) ends next year. The Conservative

politician has said he wants to pursue other interests.

James Arrowsmith (Stoke Park & Cheswick) said Mayor

Bowles’ announcement “should be the biggest news locally

because of the position he takes”. 

“However, this has gone somewhat under the radar. I think

that is simply due to the fact of his invisibility as well and

his general lack of action… the overwhelming response of

residents is ‘Who? What does he do? What’s WECA?’”

Cllr Arrowsmith said that other combined authority leaders

in the country have made a “big splash” for their areas: “It is

really important that the next Metro Mayor does the same for

us because we are getting left behind.”

Yate councillor Mike Drew asked South Gloucestershire

Council’s Conservative leader Toby Savage, who is also

WECA’s Deputy Mayor, whether he knew if Mr Bowles’

“invisibility” was the reason he was not encouraged to stand

again.

Cllr Savage did not respond to that specific question, instead

saying he wanted to put on record his thanks on behalf of

South Glos Council for Tim Bowles’ service as first regional

mayor: “It was a difficult job to do, setting up an organisation

from scratch and bringing together the local authorities, but

we are on a positive path.” 

Wishing him well, Cllr Savage added that Mr Bowles’

leadership and the many initiatives South Glos has been able

to benefit from because it is a member of WECA have

resolved issues that have been talked about for years and

years, such as the restoration of the Whitfield Tabernacle in

Kingswood and Yate Park & Ride, which is due to open in

March, as well as newer programmes and projects including

the completion of the rail bridge replacement at Gypsy Patch

Lane. 

As yet there has been no announcement on who the

Conservatives will choose to defend the seat. Two former

MPs - Dan Norris and Stephen Williams – are standing for

Labour and the Lib Dems respectively.

The Week in • Wednesday 16th December 2020                                                                                                                                                                                                                    3

‘Next Metro Mayor needs
to raise region’s profile’

Tim Bowles



Keynsham Civic Centre is to undergo an

internal redesign and become the

principal office location for Bath & North

East Somerset (B&NES) Council.

Confirmation of the plan and the timetable

was given at last week’s B&NES Cabinet

meeting as part of a review of the council’s

property portfolio. Described as the “jewel

in the council’s crown” there are in fact

1,200 properties across the district with an

asset value in excess of £1/2bn. 

These are split between commercial

properties, including several retail sites in

central Bath, which generate income for the

council, and the operational estate –

buildings it owns or rents to carry out council

services. The pandemic has impacted on

both estates but in different ways and

B&NES is now taking action to ensure it

achieves best value from them.

COVID-19 has already had a significant

impact on commercial properties this year.

Between April and October, income dropped

by £6.6m and the proportion of properties

standing empty almost doubled. A firm of

property consultants has been engaged to

carry out an audit of the commercial

portfolio with a view to creating a more

coherent strategy for the future. 

However, Richard Samuels, the Cabinet

member responsible for resources, was quick

to head off potential criticism by insisting

this did not mean selling off the family silver.

Instead, the consultants are being tasked with

“repositioning” the estate and one

example the council is keen to

explore is the conversion of

redundant retail space to residential

use. By increasing levels of city

centre living this would also aid

delivery of the council’s Climate

Emergency response. A draft report

from the consultants Montagu

Evans is expected by the end of the

year and a full report will be considered by

the council in the first quarter of 2021.

When the first lockdown was imposed in

March, 1,200 staff moved to homeworking

and this has had a significant impact on the

council’s office requirements. It has already

led to some council office space in central

Bath being leased to external organisations

and offices at the Guildhall and Keynsham

Civic Centre have been reconfigured for

socially-distanced working. 

The plan now is for a continued reduction in

office space in Bath and for the Market Walk

complex to be permanently redesigned. The

new layout will both increase overall

capacity in Keynsham and meet the needs of

a new and post-COVID method of working

for the staff.

The council sees a situation where staff will

adopt what it calls a “blended” approach to

work patterns, with teams working from

home for part of the week and attending the

office on certain days. As with the plans for

the commercial property portfolio, an initial

design for the Keynsham building is

anticipated for the end of this month with the

new working arrangements for staff agreed

in the first half of next year.
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South Gloucestershire Council’s planning

department has received notification of the

intention to demolish two locally listed

houses in North Common because they are

unsafe. 

An application to build nine homes on the

site of 74 and 76 Poplar Road has also

been lodged. 

Plans to demolish two houses

A pilot programme to test students who

are not showing any symptoms for

COVID-19 is under way in South

Gloucestershire.

The council is working closely with

South Gloucestershire & Stroud College

on the first phase of targeted community

testing as part of efforts to identify cases

and break the chain of transmission

which can take place when individuals

are unaware they may be carrying the

illness.

It is part of measures to help South

Gloucestershire move out of the Tier 3

Very High alert level. The Government

was due to review the tiers today

(Wednesday) two weeks after the system

was brought in following the end of

lockdown.

Lateral flow testing takes a sample of

saliva. Results are known in less than 30

minutes. If someone receives a positive

lateral flow test result, they will need to

self-isolate and arrange for a

confirmatory swab test to be completed

via the national Department of Health and

Social Care testing programme.

Further community testing will be rolled

out to target key groups and locations

across South Gloucestershire.

The council has also launched a local

contact tracing service which builds upon

a pilot undertaken during October which

complements the national Test and Trace

service.

South Gloucestershire Council leader

Toby Savage said that coupled with the

news about the vaccine, it feels like there

is cause for optimism, “even as we must

remain vigilant and continue to follow the

guidance that is there to keep us all safe”.

• Free asymptomatic tests were also

offered to students at the Frenchay

campus of the University of the West of

England (UWE) to support the

Government’s initiative to encourage

students to travel during the travel

window of 3rd to 9th December. 

Tests will also be offered as they return

to their studies in January. 

Rapid community
testing under way
in South Glos
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Concerns about Bath MP’s campaign to permanently

redirect heavy freight traffic away from the city and

along the A420 through Wick and Warmley instead were

raised at South Gloucestershire Council’s meeting last

week.

As we highlighted in our last issue, Wera Hobhouse has been

accused of ignoring the Climate Emergency outside of her

own constituency as she fights to preserve the Grade II*

listed Cleveland Bridge, which links the north and south of

the city. 

A temporary 18-tonne weight limit was put in place earlier

this year and the bridge will be closed for part of next year

for urgent repairs. The Lib Dem MP is calling for the

Government to consent to a permanent 18-tonne weight limit

once work is completed. 

She has raised the matter in Parliament and is running a

petition calling for the Government to bring forward urgent

work to adopt the A350 corridor as the main route from the

south coast to the M4, removing the A36 and A46 from the

primary road network, and directing A4 Bristol-bound traffic

to the A420. 

At Wednesday’s South Gloucestershire Council meeting,

Conservative Elizabeth Bromiley, who is concerned about

the impact of traffic being diverted through her own Parkwall

& Warmley ward, asked the South Glos Lib Dem group

leader Claire Young if she supported the Bath MP’s

campaign.

Cllr Young responded: “There will be a three-month period

in 2021 when the bridge will be closed and all east-west

traffic is likely to have to use the A420 or other alternative

routes. We understand the MP for Bath’s desire to explore

alternative routes for HGVs to facilitate making the 18

tonnes’ limit on Cleveland Bridge permanent and note that

rerouting HGV traffic via the A420 is likely to see similar

amounts of traffic as residents see with the current re-

routing.”

She said she understands that South Gloucestershire Council

was consulted in advance of the introduction of the weight

limit and that the streetworks team agreed the alternative

route for HGVS: “We also understand that the impact so far

has been minimal.”

However, Ben Stokes, deputy leader of the Conservative-

controlled council, whose Boyd Valley ward includes Wick,

spoke about the frustrations caused by Bath’s MP’s campaign

to divert traffic through rural South Gloucestershire “with

this increased traffic on unsuitable roads impacting on our

clean air strategy and Climate Emergency goals”.

He said he had been lobbied by concerned residents including

in Wick and Upton Cheyney and it highlighted the need to

work things out collectively “beyond political boundaries”.

See Letters, page 8

Redirected traffic ‘will impact on clean
air and Climate Emergency goals’

Ben Stokes



A senior fire officer highlighted three

accident blackspots for people to beware

of when he addressed the recent Boyd

Valley Community Engagement Forum.

Rod King, who is based at Kingswood Fire

Station, was speaking at the recent virtual

meeting of the forum, organised by South

Gloucestershire Council to give residents the

chance to raise any concerns and to find out

what is happening in their community.

Mr King highlighted the “particularly nasty”

interchange at the top of Tog Hill, along with

Bath Road which stretches from Wick past

Tracy Park Golf and Country Hotel and up

to Battlefields. 

He said both are accident blackspots where

over the years Avon Fire & Rescue have

attended bad accidents.

The officer also flagged up the Westerleigh

Road near Westerleigh Crematorium where

there was a fatal collision in July.

He asked people to bear these sites in mind

when looking at how to make things safer

for the public, particularly with the advent of

the winter period when roads will start to get

icy.
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Fire officer flags up accident blackspots

Bath Road at Wick Tog Hill

Westerleigh Road



Read The Highway Code!
Dear Editor

Simon Buck in Letters Issue 656 suggested

that if pedestrians wore light or reflective

clothing it would reduce the chances of being

hit by a cyclist at night. 

He did not blame pedestrians for any near-

miss or accident, nor did he say that cyclists

had priority, he was making the point that if

you can be seen then others have a greater

chance of avoiding you. I was disappointed

to read the response published in Issue 657

by Hugh Burchard that ignored the point

about clothing and asserted that it is the

cyclist’s responsibility to be able to stop in

the distance illuminated by their lights. 

Turning this issue into another round in the

perennial cyclists v pedestrians battle

detracts from the real message which is that

all users, on foot or wheels, share

responsibility for safety on the Railway Path.

The Highway Code says that light or

reflective clothing should be worn by

pedestrians (Rule 3) and cyclists (Rule 59).

Cycling on dark paths is not fun but is a

necessity for some and cycle lights are

required to make cyclists visible (Rule 60).

As such they are not designed to fully

illuminate the way ahead though it is a very

important secondary function on unlit roads

and paths. 

The vast majority of cyclists are mindful of

the design limitations of their lights and the

vulnerability of themselves, and of others, on

the Railway Path and travel at speeds that

keep the risk of collision at a low level.

However, it is obvious that seeing a hazard

earlier gives more time to react and reduces

the risk of a collision whatever the speed of

the cyclist. So please, read The Highway

Code because it applies to all road users,

don't try to put all the safety responsibility

on others and accept that the responsibility

for the safety of yourself and of those around

you on the Railway Path is shared by all -

including you!

Martyn Maw

Grow a kinder community

this ‘Twixtmas’!
Dear Editor

Can we end the worst year in living memory

on a high by celebrating kindness?

We are looking to transform the typically

dull days of the festive period, the five days

between the Christmas and New Year

holidays known as ‘Twixtmas’ into a

celebration of growing kindness - the

positive gem that emerged in our

communities during 2020.

It is about celebrating the best things on life

- unsung heroes, relationships, community

spirit and unexpected acts of kindness.

You can do your bit, taking practical steps to

make your world better including:

• Celebrating the unsung heroes or friends in

your life

• Being kind to yourself - reflecting on and

respecting the good things you discovered

about yourself in 2020

• Helping the environment

• Supporting your local community

• Being fitter, healthier and more purposeful

in the year ahead

The five-day Twixtmas break is a prime

opportunity to do something positive, where

we don't have the excuse of ‘don’t have the

time’.

For all its miseries and pain, this year also

demonstrated the immense potential and

power of people coming together for the

common good. Please do your bit to grow

kindness during the Twixtmas break.

Celebrate #TwixtmasKindness and do visit

our website www.twixtmas.com for further

details.

Andy Green

Director, Grow Social Capital

Tea towel fundraiser
Dear Editor

Please may we, through your newspaper

thank those people who have supported us in

our ‘tea towel’ project to raise funds for St

John’s Church in Keynsham.  

Also to bring the project to the notice of

others who may not yet have heard about it.

This year, with its very mixed memories, is

the 750th anniversary of the foundation of St

John the Baptist Church. A number of events

had been planned throughout the year but

unfortunately had to be postponed.

We did however proceed with a celebratory

tea towel. Printed in racing green on light

cream premium cotton, it depicts St John’s

Church together with some of its features,

alongside the four other churches within the

parish. The tea towels cost £5 each and we

operate a call and collect system by phoning

us on 01179 862755. Please hurry if you

want to catch the Christmas posting times!

Christine & Edmund Prideaux

Time to scrap superfluous

bureaucracy
Dear Sir

As the pandemic continues to blight our

lives, with the economy in meltdown and

huge tax rises on the horizon, you would

expect local authorities to offer concessions

to reduce bloated bureaucracy. No hope!

Local government has a long history of

‘empire building’. Take housing, for

example. Before the 1983 Compulsory

Competitive Tendering Act came into force,

Bristol City Council’s housing department

wasted millions employing unnecessary

staff. Dotted throughout the city were

numerous area housing offices (colloquially

called rent offices) housing maintenance

depots and sub depots. These centres were

staffed by an army of managers, council

officers, foremen and charge hands.

Excessive management left tenants with a

new deal. Small wonder thousands opted to

buy their homes through Margaret

Thatcher’s Right to Buy scheme.

Although the city council has reduced its

administration considerably in recent years,

a questionable tier of hierarchy still exists.

Does this city really need 70 councillors –

two for each ward? And is it necessary to

have two mayors – one ceremonial and one

political? The cost to taxpayers of running

these two offices is several hundred thousand

pounds each year.

The latest example of ‘empire building’ was

the appointment of a Metro Mayor. To what

extent this nondescript mayoral functionary

has made a difference to the everyday lives

of ‘Joe public’ remains a mystery. What a

waste of public funds!

That’s why, when local council elections are

held next year, I will be voting for any

candidate who is campaigning to abolish the

post of city and regional mayor. Eliminating

superfluous bureaucracy should be the focus

of aspiring and incumbent councillors alike.

Philip Gannaway, Keynsham

Seems that rules don’t

apply to the elite
Dear Sir

I notice in your Issue 655 that fines for not

paying COVID fixed penalty notices topped

£100k. I do agree that people do pay fines if

they break the lockdown but it is very unfair

when Dominic Cummings has not paid a fine

or gone to court when he breaks the rules.

It looks like there is one rule for us and one

for the elite.

Name & address supplied

Anger at council’s ‘selfish’

transport policy
Dear Becky

The headline ‘Row after Bath MP calls for

HGVs to be diverted through South Glos’ is

long overdue and should come as no surprise

to South Glos as councillors and council

meetings have had their attention drawn

many times to B&NES Council’s ‘ABB

Transport Policy’ (Anywhere But Bath).

The recent Cleveland Bridge 18-tonne

weight restriction is a repeat of a 2012

B&NES proposal that included de-trunking

the A36: this was opposed by the Highways

Agency, Somerset and Wiltshire councils,

but NOT South Glos Council.

Whether or not South Glos was consulted is

not public knowledge. The recent proposal

by the Bath MP to adopt the A350 as the

main route from the south coast to the M4,

removing the A36 and A46 from the primary

road network, and directing A4 traffic to the

A420 is an outrageous national attempt to

further B&NES ABB Policy.  

To add insult, there is pressure that the 18-

tonne weight limit for Cleveland Bridge

should remain in force after repair and

reinforcement work that was paid for by the

Highways Agency. South Glos Council has

been excluded many times from

consultations. It was excluded when B&NES

produced the Waterscape Study, a blue skies

investigation that overlapped South Glos

jurisdiction and ignored flood risk. Wessex

Water had insisted on including a proposal

for a river crossing to its treatment works

from the A431, this became active in 2019

and South Glos was again informed by

residents that this would have a major impact
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on road traffic. Once again South Glos

Council and the public were

specifically excluded from consultation

on the Environmental Impact

Assessment for a scoping study

produced by consultants acting for

Wessex: this claimed it would be a

24/365 flood-free dry route which is

completely untrue, Swineford

experiences regular flooding that closes

the A431.  Following direct objections,

Wessex dropped the proposal and

agreed to investigate 12 alternative

routes from the A4, all of which are

now deemed unsuitable, and a planning

application for a river crossing from the

A431 is likely in early 2021.  

The map of the Bath Clean Air Zone to

be introduced in March 2021 just

emphasises that B&NES is determined

to isolate Bath from the transport

network, regardless of the effect

elsewhere. A vast amount of money

was spent constructing the A46 down

to Batheaston roundabout; what was

omitted was a link to the A36 that is the

root cause of the current problem.

B&NES once suggested an alternative

route for southbound traffic via

Bradford on Avon that resulted in 44-

tonne HGVs going down the steep hill

into the town and across the 13th

century Grade I listed multi-arched

bridge. This was only stopped after

active public protest.  

Some serious representations are long

overdue from South Glos, possibly

aided by representations from other

councils whose residents and transport

budgets would be adversely affected by

the B&NES proposals. B&NES needs

to be told quite emphatically that

residents elsewhere will not tolerate

increased exhaust emissions and PM2.5

particles from HGV diesel traffic due to

their selfish policy. It would also be

nice to hear what, if anything, our own

MP contributed to the debate in

Parliament that was introduced by the

Bath MP. 

Alan Aldous, Swineford

Seeking answers over

lengthy bridge closure
Dear Stephen

I am glad that Cllr Wait has raised

concerns about the pedestrian bridge in

Keynsham Park which has been closed

for over a year (Issue 657).

I have signed the online petition urging

B&NES Council to repair this bridge

but would like some answers from the

council over the long delay. It has been

a matter of inconvenience to me and

many others who use the park,

especially in these difficult times when

we have all been encouraged to take

more exercise. Several months ago I

saw two men in high-vis jackets and

climbing gear approaching the bridge

so I inquired what they were doing.

They told me they’d been asked to do a

full survey so what has happened to this

survey? 

I can only guess that B&NES doesn’t

want to spend money on repairing this

bridge in Keynsham, whereas it is

spending a large amount consolidating

waste and recycling facilities in

Keynsham (Issue 657). The sale of the

Midland Road site in Bath  is likely to

be very lucrative so surely a little of this

could be spared for the bridge.

Hazel Powe, Keynsham

Plea to residents to

dispose of masks safely 
Dear Sir

Through your paper Keynsham

Wombles would like to request all our

Keynsham residents to please be more

careful where they dispose of their face

masks and also their litter.

Along just one side of Somerdale Road

alone seven discarded face masks were

picked up in one visit, and that is in

addition to the now ‘normal’ food

wrappings, fast food containers, bottles

and cans that we Wombles are, sadly,

used to. I have seen face masks lying in

our High Street, Station Road, Bath

Hill, etc. and also in our lovely park.

Wombles are volunteers who try to help

keep our local environments clean, but

we do need the help and assistance of

our residents as well. Please dispose of

litter in the many litter bins around

Keynsham or take it home for disposal

or recycling as appropriate.

Please dispose of face masks

hygienically. Fold them up, place them

in a bag, and put them in your domestic

black waste bin.

Fred Womble, Keynsham
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Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard

SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 20th December

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green

(10.30am-4pm) 

Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm) 

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)

Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park 

(9.30am-4.30pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG

(9am-7pm) 

Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH

(10am-4pm)

Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)

Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds

(10am-4pm)

Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway

(11am-5pm)

LETTERS

The family of a 22-year-old man who died from diabetes

are devastated after vandals poured white paint over his

headstone.

The damage happened at Westerleigh Crematorium

between 5pm on Thursday 26th and 5am on Friday 27th

November.

Investigating officer PC Kyle Maywood said: “This is

an abhorrent crime which has left the family of Liam

Scarman absolutely distraught. To commit an act of

criminal damage like this is unthinkable.

“As well as the damage caused by the paint, a distasteful

note was also left on the back of the headstone, which

has caused additional grief to Liam’s parents, who are

still coming to terms with the tragic loss of their son

three years ago.

“There will be people out there that know who’s

responsible and I’d urge them to do the right thing and

come forward. The neighbourhood team are carrying out

a number of inquiries, including reviewing CCTV from

around the area, but we also need the public’s help.”

If you have information on who was responsible or saw

or heard anything which could assist the police, call 101

and give the call handler the reference number

5220267420.

Family devastated after

vandals pour paint on

22-year-old’s headstone



Crossword
ACROSS
1. Coffee-flavoured

liqueur (3,5)

5. Chinese idol (4)

9. Constituent (7)

10. Mindless (5)

11. Impromptu (2,3)

13. Refusal (6)

15. Belief (5)

17. African river (4)

19. Curve (3)

20. Vow (4)

21. Grassy surface (5)

23. Fame (6)

24. Raising agent (5)

28. Requirements (5)

29. Care for (7)

30. Whirlpool (4)

31. Indefatigable (8)

DOWN

1. Long journey (4)

2. In advance (5)

3. Type of acid (6)

4. Jot (4)

6. Musical instrument (7)

7. Furtive (8)

8. Firmly attached (5)

12. Muscular strength (5)

13. Condemn (5)

14. Bewitch (8)

16. Epoch (3)

18. Flax product (7)

21. Rustling sound (5)

22. Edict (6)

25. Food dressing (5)

26. Against (4)

27. Optical device (4)

Foodbanks in the area have welcomed recent financial

donations to help families in crisis this winter. 

At their recent meeting Hanham Parish Council agreed a

£5,000 donation to Kingwood Foodbank, which operates out

of Bourne Christian Centre in Waters Road in Kingswood,

and is part of the Trussell Trust’s East Bristol Foodbank.

And on Friday Hanham Business & Community Partnership

members handed over a cheque for £1,500 to Peter Shears,

who leads Kingswood Foodbank.

Chair Bernard Jackson said that because of COVID-19, the

partnership had not held its usual summer and Christmas fairs

so instead had decided to use funds to help local people in

need.  Welcoming the donation, Mr Shears said: “As of the

end of November we’d fed more than twice as many people

this year as we had last year. December is always our busiest

month so I dread to think what our final figures for this year

are going to be.”

He said that everyone who uses the foodbank in December

will be given the option of a special festive box with items

including a Christmas pudding, mince pies, chocolates,

stuffing and cranberry sauce. Avon Fire & Rescue will be

delivering the boxes on behalf of the foodbank. 

Margaret Berry from the partnership also handed over a

cheque for £100 to Christchurch Pre-School manager Marie

Smith and committee chair Michelle Kingston who said it

would go towards outdoor activities.

Meanwhile the social events committee of Kingswood

Labour Party, which in recent years has organised jumble

sales, plant sales, garden parties, craft fairs and open mic

nights to bring the community together, has donated £1,000

to the foodbank that serves Cadbury Heath. Chair of the

committee Linda Gates said: “We decided it would be

appropriate at this time of great need, when many families

are suffering the devastation of the pandemic, to donate most

of our funds to the Juice Foodbank at Cadbury Heath, the

area which has been the focus of much of our social activity.”

She said members are also supporting Juice, Kingswood

Foodbank and Resound Foodbank at Mangotsfield with

donations of groceries and Christmas hampers. A separate

crowdfunding appeal started by two branch members this

month has also raised more than £1,000 to support the three

foodbanks over Christmas.

Linda added: “We would like to thank Janice Suffolk and her

staff at Juice foodbank, Peter and staff at Kingswood

Foodbank and the staff at Resound Foodbank for their

amazing work all through the pandemic. They are true

heroes.” 

Keynsham Foodbank, which is part of the Trussell Trust and

serves Keynsham, Saltford, nearby villages and the Chew

Valley, is also gearing up for a very busy Christmas. 

Foodbank chairman and coordinator Alan Hale said the

foodbank has worked extremely hard during the pandemic

and since 1st April have supported more than 1,600 people

in food crisis. He said the decision has been made to continue

beyond Christmas with a delivery-only model, in line with

COVID guidance, in partnership with Keynsham & District

Dial-A-Ride.

Helping those facing food crisis this winter
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From left, Mat Knight, from Hanham Business & Community
Partnership, Marie Smith & Michelle Kingston from the pre-

school, Margaret Berry from the partnership, Peter Shears from
Kingswood Foodbank & partnership chair Bernard Jackson

More purple crocuses will be visible around Keynsham

next spring as members of Keynsham Rotary have

just planted two more batches of corms, bringing

the total number to more than 22,000 over the last few

years. 

The latest plant-ins were at Medway Drive and Avon Mill

Lane to celebrate the progress towards the eradication of

polio and at the same time, brighten up the environment. 

Purple dye, hence the purple crocus, is used to colour the

little fingers of children who have received the polio

vaccine and this is particularly significant as the Rotary

Club is anticipating the worldwide eradication of polio

within the next year or so, following an unprecedented

effort to raise funds and see the job completed. 

The club says: “History shows us the efficacy of these

vaccines in saving thousands of people, if not millions,

from either crippling disease or an untimely death. 

“We applaud and are grateful for the incredible work of

the NHS staff and the medical and scientific professionals

who have contributed so much to our protection and

wellbeing during this pandemic. Let’s get this COVID

disease beaten and get vaccinated.”

More crocuses planted as symbol of polio campaign



A landscaping project to improve the

appearance of Bromford flats in Hanham

has been completed.

Work to improve the communal outdoor

space at Hollyguest House began earlier in

the year but was put on hold due to the

coronavirus lockdown. 

Bromford has invested £190,000 to

transform the outdoor space at the block of

flats to add new paving, lawn and plants and

trees, as well as replacing customers’ old

storage sheds with modern timber and steel

ones with living green roofs.

Project manager John Potter said: “The work

at Hollyguest has been a pilot and will

influence the improvements we make to the

outside space at other blocks of flats. It has

completely transformed the area and all the

customers I’ve spoken to have been full of

praise for the much-needed makeover.

“Although it’s taken a little longer to

complete due to the lockdown earlier in the

year, we’re really pleased with the finished

appearance and believe that providing

customers with an attractive communal

space will allow them to thrive.”

Landscaping project
transforms Hanham flats

Keynsham Mencap’s clubs have experienced

a significant reduction in income as they

have been closed during the pandemic, but

the charity made a commitment to its

community to remain connected and has

been providing alternative activities for

members to enjoy. 

With COVID restrictions still in place, there

won’t be an opportunity to hold a fundraising

event so instead the charity has launched an

online Christmas appeal to try recoup some

of the money lost due to club closures.  

The Keynsham Mencap Christmas Appeal

runs through to this Saturday (19th

December), culminating with a virtual raffle,

poetry reading and online Christmas concert

performed by the Music Man Project. 

You can find out more on the Keynsham

Mencap Facebook page and at

www.keynshammencap.org.uk 

Donations can be made to the appeal through

www.easydonate.org/SNOW 

Alternatively text SNOW to 70970 to donate

£5 or SNOW to 70191 to donate £10.

Mencap Christmas appeal 
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Family Notce

‘Wonky roundabout’ petition
is presented to council
A petition calling for safety improvements

to the ‘wonky’ roundabout where Craven

Way, Tower Lane, Wraxall Road and

Birkdale meet in Warmley was presented

to South Gloucestershire Council last

week. The petition, which was signed by

57 people, was led by local councillor

Elizabeth Bromiley and inspired by the

works that are being carried out on the

nearby A4174 ring road roundabout which

is being converted into a fully signal-

controlled throughabout to increase

capacity and reduce congestion.

Cllr Bromiley said it has highlighted how

dangerous the smaller junction is,

particularly to cyclists and motorcyclists,

and wants to see measures to improve

safety on the approach to the junction, such

as improved signage to better prepare

motorists.

Cllr Elizabeth Bromiley by the roundabout 
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A woman from Longwell Green has written a practical

guide to positive mental health, drawing on her own

experiences of dealing with trauma and tragedy.

Clare Davis, who has worked as a corporate trainer for over

two decades, grew up on the outskirts of Sydney in Australia.

She moved to the UK in 1995 for work and in 2001 moved

to Mangotsfield with her young family. However, in 2007

they went to live in Australia after her brother Chris died

aged 35 from a brain tumour.

Then in the space of a fortnight in 2008, Clare’s house burnt

down, her four-year-old child went missing for five long

hours, sparking a major police and helicopter search before

he was found unharmed, and she was diagnosed with skin

cancer which could have proved fatal if left untreated for

much longer.

These events tested the mum-of-four’s resilience to the core.

Clare said: “I had felt like I was being attacked on all sides,

but these events were a wake-up call about what really

matters in life.

“This included looking after my own emotional wellbeing so

I could better face challenges.”

Two years later her GP father died suddenly from a heart

condition and the family decided to return to the UK and

settled in Longwell Green.

In 2013 Clare set up Nova Associates to help firms build

healthy relationships and teams. She now offers mental

health training to spot the signs of ill-health, have

conversations about mental health concerns and take positive

action using preventative measures.

She runs free mental health chats on YouTube and Podcast

to raise awareness of difficult topics such as anxiety and

suicide: “We all need to work on our emotional fitness as it

doesn’t come naturally and it’s not wise to leave it until hard

times to test it out.”

Clare, who has found that a lot of schools and companies

have been requesting more training and talks since the

pandemic, has written a book called Emotional Fitness: A-Z

for Positive Mental Health.

For more information visit

https://www.novaassociates.co.uk/mental-health-book

Author shines a light on
positive mental health

Clare Davis
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Lockdown and some fine spring and summer weather had at least one positive – more time to catch up on

some reading on the balcony!  A lot of those books are now gracing phone box libraries in the area in the

hope that others can enjoy them as much as I mostly did. Here are reviews of just three very different titles

which may prove a good read or a present this Christmas.

Stephen Rodgers

Books for your Christmas list

The End of October, by Lawrence Wright
When American author Lawrence Wright penned this thriller,

he could not possibly have known the backdrop against

which its launch would take place.

The book was first published in hardback at the beginning of

this year – just when the world was about to be gripped by

spread of a coronavirus. You see, Wright, better known as a

non-fiction author, had chosen as the subject of only his

second novel, a global pandemic and its consequences as it

ravages civilised society.

The End of October has already been described by reviewers

as ‘eerily prescient’. Certainly the predictions of a second

wave turned out to be accurate and the author’s experience

in factual writing weaves accounts of previous pandemics

into the plot as well as scientific explanation of pathogens

and how they work.

But the End of October is a story, thankfully. Wright

introduces geo-political intrigue into the plot which might

stretch even the most ‘Trumpist’ imagination together with

dystopian scenarios beyond anything we have witnessed so

far in our actual nightmare. The result is compulsive, if at

times uncomfortable. The story follows a World Health

Organisation doctor who is sent to investigate a mysterious

outbreak in an Indonesian internment camp. When the

infection trail leads to the hajj at Mecca, the consequences

probably don’t need further explanation.

I first read The End of October in early March, at a time when

few in this country were aware of the potential consequences.

It’s now just been published in paperback and given the

events of the last nine months some may find it a difficult

read. If you are able to detach from any personal experience

and read this book as a ‘what if’ thriller, you will be both

gripped and better informed about the dreadful events which

have clouded so much of 2020.

• The End of October is published in paperback by Black

Swan and available on Kindle.

Keynsham & Saltford 1945-2020
If you want to go to the complete opposite of the scale from

The End of October, then you can stay close to home with

this latest publication from the Keynsham & Saltford Local

History Society.

Seventy-five years may seem like a lot to cram into just 170

or so pages, but this anthology of recollections, edited by the

society chairman Richard Dyson is a fascinating and simply

illustrated snapshot of the changes which have occurred in

the area over that time.

The book is divided into different themes, starting with a

chronological account of the major event or events in almost

each of those 75 years. 

Biopics of some of Keynsham and Saltford’s most famous

personalities take us from George Ashton to Judd Trump by

way of Horace Batchelor. Some are famous names around

which much of the area’s 20th century history has been

formed. Others, particularly contemporary ones, I must

confess to being blissfully unaware. 

The changing faces of retail, sport, education and religion

are also presented in an array of photos which some readers

will remember like yesterday and younger ones may struggle

to recognise today.

• Keynsham & Saltford 1945-2020 is published by Bristol

Books - www.bristolbooks.org - at £15. Copies are also

available from the history society on 0117 9864453.

Trio, by William Boyd
I have cheated a little with this one. Trio was not one of those

books I devoured on sunny afternoons earlier in the year. It

has only just been released but is the latest offering of one

my all-time favourite authors.

William Boyd is a novelist, short story writer, playwright and

screenwriter who never seems to tread the same ground

twice. He has a gift for weaving fiction around historical fact

in such a way that it becomes impossible to separate the two.

In his book Any Human Heart, published in 2002, his main

character is born in 1900 and dies in the 1990s, allowing

Boyd to give us a potted history of the major events in each

decade of the 20th century. 

While I admit to a preference for spy thrillers and have

several Le Carré thrillers under my belt, it was Boyd’s

wartime classic Restless which first piqued my interest

almost 15 years ago. Now the historical background to Trio

resonates for another reason. It is set in 1968, a year when as

a teenager I have memories of the Vietnam War, the Paris

riots and the assassinations of Martin Luther King and Robert

Kennedy – but perhaps I was too young to fully appreciate

the potential consequences of that turbulent time. It is against

this backdrop that Boyd (who is actually of a similar age to

me) has pitched his three main characters. I will go no further

with spoilers, except to say that Trio draws you into a wholly

fictional world of relationships while always reminding you

through the history, that it may well have been true.

• Trio is published (hardback and Kindle) by Viking (part of

Penguin Random House)
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Service Directory
Home

Maintenance

Garden Services

Garden Services

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting at

2 weeks

Handyman

Aerials Appliances

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Carpet Cleaning

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Blinds

Crossword SolutionSudoku Solutions
2-Hard1-Easy

Electrical

Boiler

Service/Repairs

Computers

Dog Walking

Guttering
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Service Directory
Home

Maintenance

Plumbing

Plumbing

Book a series

of adverts

and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4.20 per

centimetre (min 5cm)

The more weeks you

book the cheaper

each insertion

becomes

1 week - £21

2 weeks - £18.90

4 wk - £17.85

6 wk - £16.80

8 wk - £15.75

12 wk - £14.70

26 wk - £13.65

52 wk - £12.60

All prices per week

exc VAT

You don't have to book

successive weeks. 

You can choose

fortnightly, monthly 

or specific insertion

dates as long as the

total number of

insertions booked

corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting

at 2 weeks

Book a series

of adverts

and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4.20 per

centimetre (min 5cm)

The more weeks you

book the cheaper

each insertion

becomes

1 week - £21

2 weeks - £18.90

4 wk - £17.85

6 wk - £16.80

8 wk - £15.75

12 wk - £14.70

26 wk - £13.65

52 wk - £12.60

All prices per week

exc VAT

You don't have to book

successive weeks. 

You can choose

fortnightly, monthly 

or specific insertion

dates as long as the

total number of

insertions booked

corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting

at 2 weeks

Tree Services

Wanted

Locksmiths

Roofing

Rubbish 
Clearance
Cheap and fast
We load and clear any 

household, garden, 
garage and shed 

clearance
Free estimates
Fully licensed
85% recycled

Call 0117 9373009
at anytime to book

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Telephone

Engineers
Waste Disposal

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Wigs

Home Help

Sewing Lessons
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