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South Gloucestershire and Bristol

have been placed under the toughest

Tier 3 COVID restrictions aimed at

reducing the spread of the virus while

people in neighbouring B&NES have

more freedom in Tier 2.

With the ending of the national

lockdown at 12.01am today

(Wednesday), almost four weeks after it

was introduced, all essential and non-

essential retail are open, but there are

restrictions on socialising and the

hospitality sector.

North Somerset is also in Tier 3, which

is very high alert, so you must not meet

with people you do not live with, or who

are not in your support bubble, indoors

or in gardens. In outdoor places, such as

parks, beaches, the countryside or public

gardens, you must not meet in a group of

more than six people.

Hospitality venues are closed except for

takeaway, drive-through or deliveries. 

In Tier 2 - high alert - there should be no

mixing of households indoors apart from

support bubbles, with the rule of six

applying outdoors. Pubs and bars must

stay closed unless they are operating as

restaurants.

The Government, which says it will

review the tiers on 16th December, has

also said that between 23rd and 27th

December everyone will be allowed to

form an exclusive ‘Christmas bubble’

composed of people from no more than

three households and can travel between

tiers and UK nations for the purposes of

meeting our Christmas bubble.

Bristol’s Mayor Marvin Rees has warned

that for every moment the city is in Tier

3, the hospitality sector will be damaged.

The city council has forecast that Tier 3

will cost the council £2.8m per month

due to a shortfall in Government funding

to support businesses and vulnerable

people 

He said: “We can all help move to a tier

with fewer restrictions if we work

together and follow the guidance. Until

we get the numbers down people will

continue getting very ill, hospitals will

be under pressure, and people’s jobs and

businesses will be impacted. We must

protect people’s lives and protect

people’s livelihoods. Please do all you

can to protect Bristol.”

South Gloucestershire Council’s director

of public health, Sara Blackmore, said:

"Thanks to the hard work, sacrifices and

the care people have shown for the wider

community, the number of new cases we

are seeing in South Gloucestershire is

slowly reducing. However, the numbers

of new cases are still too high and the

health system under too much pressure

for us to relax and so we have been

placed in Tier 3.”

She added: “While this tier will allow for

some easing of the restrictions imposed

under the last national lockdown period,

which I know you will welcome, it is

still absolutely vital that we follow the

new rules and restrictions that apply.

Continued on page 3

South Glos & Bristol in Tier 3 while
B&NES avoids toughest curbs

Sara Blackmore

Marvin Rees
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Continued from page 1
“Although we are now seeing slightly

fewer new cases every day than we

were a couple of weeks ago, there are

still significantly more new cases

recorded every single day in South

Gloucestershire than in the spring.

There are more people requiring

hospital treatment and more people

needing to self-isolate.”

B&NES Council leader Dine Romero

said “Although falling, our case

numbers remain high, putting pressure

on our own Royal United Hospital. If

we don’t follow the Tier 2 rules to the

letter, the numbers could rise again. 

“We recognise that Bristol, North

Somerset and South Gloucestershire

are in Tier 3 and that residents travel

across this area, particularly for work.

We must avoid travel to or overnight

stays in Tier 3 areas other than where

necessary, such as for work, education,

youth services, to receive medical

treatment, or because of caring

responsibilities. We can travel through

a Tier 3 area as a part of a longer

journey.”

• More guidance can be found at

www.gov.uk/guidance/ local-

restriction-tiers-what-you-need-to-

know#high-alert
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South Glos & Bristol in Tier 3 while
B&NES avoids toughest curbs

There are mounting concerns over

the number of crimes being carried

out on the Bristol & Bath Railway

Path, particularly in the

Mangotsfield, Staple Hill and

Fishponds area.

A document which highlights there

have been more than 25 incidents over

the last year, including knife violence,

armed robbery, theft, sexual assault and

intimidation, has been posted this week

on the Bristol Cyclists Facebook page

by path user Duncan Edwards. Many of

the reports have been since September

and he has also written an open letter to

the Mayor of Bristol Marvin Rees,

saying that many people are scared to

use the popular route. Most but not all

the incidents were reported to the

police. 

Meanwhile on Friday the councillors

for Staple Hill, Mangotsfield and New

Cheltenham said they had spoken with

a local police beat manager about crime

on the path who said that in the

previous two weeks there had been

nine reported incidents along the whole

length of it, from Easton through to

Bath.

The councillors urge people to not just

post concerns on social media but to

always report all incidents of

suspicious, anti-social or criminal

behaviour by calling 101, except in an

emergency or if a crime is in progress

when you should phone 999. 

Quote the crime reference AS-

20201116-0268. 

The councillors have been told that

police are planning additional measures

alongside the daily patrols that are

already conducted along the path.

Spotlight on crimes on
Bristol & Bath Railway Path

With health and care

services stretched by the

second wave of the

pandemic and rising non-

COVID pressures,

people are being urged to

do everything they can to

keep themselves and

their communities safe

from coronavirus.

Dr Jonathan Hayes, a GP

at Hanham Health, who

chairs the Bristol, North

Somerset & South Gloucestershire Clinical

Commissioning Group, said: ‘We know our area has

been hit much harder during the second wave of the

pandemic than the first, and this is putting our health and

care system under considerable strain. 

“Our dedicated staff are working together in new ways

to keep services up and running, and their contribution

continues to be immense. Support from the public is

vital too. The NHS is very much open, but we need

people to use services appropriately. That includes

thinking 111 first for urgent medical care and using our

new 24/7 support line if you have mental health

concerns (0800 0126 549).”

And Dr Andrew Girdher, clinical chair of Bath and

North East Somerset, Swindon & Wiltshire CCG, said:

“Our NHS is managing traditional winter pressures

along with the additional demands of the coronavirus

pandemic, so it’s important we direct people who could

be treated safely in other locations away from our

hospitals, where space has significantly reduced due to

social distancing requirements.”

• People with very serious or life-threatening health

conditions should continue to phone 999. 

Communities urged
to play a key role

Dine Romero

Dr Jonathan Hayes

The Railway Path at Staple Hill



West of England Mayor

Tim Bowles has

announced that after

nearly 20 years of political

service in the West of

England, including four as

the first regional mayor, he

will retire when his term in

office ends next year.

He said: “It has been an

honour and a privilege to

serve the West of England as

a councillor and as the

region’s first Metro Mayor. I

am proud of the track record

of bringing our communities

together so everyone can

benefit from the skilled jobs,

quality of life and new

opportunities our area is

home to. The combined

authority has brought

hundreds of millions of

pounds to the region and

seen major improvements

that benefit every single

person.”

He said he now wanted to

pursue some other interests

and do things which have

had to take a back seat. 

South Gloucestershire

Council leader Toby Savage,

who is also Deputy Mayor

of the West of England

Combined Authority, said

the impact Tim Bowles has

had in building the

combined authority from

scratch and bringing

together local authorities,

both across geographical

and political borders, has set

the region on a positive path.

Thanking him, he said: “It a

great shame that Tim has

decided not to contest the

election next year.”

The Conservatives will now

be looking for a new

contender for Mayor.

Labour have elected former

Wansdyke MP Dan Norris to

stand while the Lib Dems’

candidate is former Bristol

West MP Stephen Williams.
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Lloyds is playing catch-up on its closure

plans for the Hanham and Downend

branches which were delayed because of

the pandemic.

We reported in February on Lloyds Banking

Group’s proposals to close more than 50

branches including Hanham and Downend.

At the time Lloyds said counters at the

Hanham branch were 20% quieter than a

year ago while at the branch in Badminton

Road in Downend they were 18% less busy. 

The Downend branch had been due to close

on 6th May and the Hanham one on 3rd June

but they were kept open because of the

health crisis. In May Lloyds told us: “Our

priority at this time is keeping as many

branches as possible open to provide

essential services, so that customers can

continue to access cash, and ensuring that

those who are vulnerable or in financial

difficulty can speak to colleagues.”

Now Lloyds has announced that the

Downend branch will close on 3rd March

and the Hanham one on 17th March. The

closure will leave Hanham without a bank. 

The Unite union has criticised the decision:

“The pandemic has highlighted the vital role

our local bank branches play in providing an

essential service to the community. These

closures don’t just cut a vital service from

communities but also force customers to

travel further to stand in larger crowds of

customers queuing outside busier branches.”

Customers who use the Hanham branch are

advised that their nearest alternative Lloyds

is in Kingswood while the closest Lloyds to

Downend is in Fishponds Customers can

also use their local Post Office for many

everyday banking transactions.

New closure dates announced for Lloyds branches

Lloyds in Hanham

Lloyds in Downend

The Fishponds branch of Barclays is

closing on Wednesday 9th December. 

Barclays says that the number of counter

transactions has gone down over the last

two years and “only 157 customers use

this branch exclusively for their banking”.

89% of branch customers also use other

ways to do their banking such as online

and by telephone. 

To keep a community focus and to ensure

trade stays in the local area, Barclays says

everyday banking can be done at the Post

Office in Fishponds.

Last week we reported that Barclays in

Keynsham High Street is to close in

February.

Barclays in Fishponds to close
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Communities are gearing up to fight a

renewed threat of huge-scale housing on

fields between the A37 in Whitchurch

Village in B&NES to the edge of the

Windways estate in Whitchurch in

Bristol.

An online public meeting has brought

together people from Whitchurch and

Whitchurch Village and Stockwood, as well

as the South Bristol Wrong Road Group who

are against a £155m “orbital highway” that

would carve through the countryside from

Hicks Gate to Whitchurch Lane.

2,500 homes had been earmarked on local

Green Belt land as part of the West of

England Joint Spatial Plan (JSP) in light of

the 105,000+ new homes that will be needed

in the region by 2036, but last year it was

sent back to the drawing board by inspectors

who said planners couldn’t prove how they

had decided on the 12 main locations for

new housing developments.

Now planners are working on a replacement

– the West of England Spatial Development

Strategy (SDS) - and have said the process

will be evidence-led.

In recent weeks surveyors from house-

builder Taylor Wimpey have been doing

work in some of the fields between

Whitchurch and Whitchurch Village,

reinforcing concerns that the fight is far from

over. Whitchurch Village has already seen a

50% increase in population in recent years

including house-building on the HorseWorld

site, said Cllr Paul May, who represents the

village on B&NES Council. 

Cllr Tim Kent, who represents Whitchurch

& Hengrove on Bristol City Council, told the

meeting that planning permission has

already been secured for 3,000 new homes

in his ward - a 40% increase in housing. 

Jill Britton, from Whitchurch Village Action

Group, said they have been fighting the

threat of development on the Green Belt for

years: “The fear is that Taylor Wimpey only

ever spend money when they’re fairly

confident that they are going to get

something through. We are going to need

every ounce of people’s help over the next

year to prevent this travesty.”

People are being given the chance to have

their voice heard at this early stage of the

planning process. Cllr May said: “We want

to make sure that we get the message over

that the area is not a sustainable area for

large-scale development and that building a

road through Green Belt is not the sensible

thing. The simple fact is that without any

roads the area cannot take significant

development.”

Cllr Kent: “The odds are very strongly on

our side but we’ve got to make sure we

marshal all of our arguments, not

just sit back and hope because at

the same time we do see Taylor

Wimpey spending a lot of money

on surveyors and clearly they

believe they are in with a

chance.”

Urging people to have their say

via the survey before the 14th

December deadline, Cllr Kent

said: “Let’s make sure right from

the start that protecting the Green Belt really

is important to us, that sustainable

development really is important to us, that

climate change really is important to us - and

that we are just not going to accept slapping

up houses all over the fields next to the city.”

The West of England Combined Authority is

preparing the SDS with input from B&NES,

Bristol City and South Glos councils who are

also developing their own Local Plans. 

To take part in the survey visit

www.westofengland-ca.gov.uk/future-of-

the-region/

Paper copies of the survey are available on

request by calling 0117 4286210.
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Green Belt campaigners were given hope

at the meeting that B&NES Council,

which recently declared an ecological

emergency, will not support an orbital

road or unsustainable development. 

The South Bristol Wrong Road Group

was set up in 2018 after local people

learned about the possibility of a road

starting from the A4 at Hicks Gate, going

past Stockwood and crossing Queen

Charlton Lane and Woodland Lane, then

joining up with the A37 just south of

Whitchurch Village and continuing over

fields to Whitchurch Lane. They have

been fighting it ever since. 

The transport plan running alongside the

Spatial Development Strategy includes

the proposed road, most of which would

be in B&NES. 

Tim Ball, B&NES Cabinet Member for

Housing, Planning & Economic

Development, who was invited to the

meeting, said that developers will be

trying to put forward housing sites in the

Whitchurch area, which will be looked at

“correctly and properly”: 

Although he said more housing would be

needed in the area he stressed that all new

development has to be sustainable: “In

B&NES we believe very clearly that

housing should go on strategic corridor or

strategic hubs, not developing roads to

provide housing. The main road corridors

should be taking the housing supply.”

B&NES Council ‘against
new road-building’

Communities unite over
renewed house-building threat



Shedding light on bike

safety issue
Dear Sir/Madam

Re the ‘Warning Bells’ letter is last week’s

issue, the fitting and/or use of bells on bikes

is, I’m afraid, up to the owner/rider.

I used to hesitate myself (thinking it seemed

arrogant) but since reading similar letters

now always ping if there’s going to be a

close-ish pass and frequently get a wave of

thanks. 

Ms Chandler may like to know that an

update to the Highway Code is under

consideration and will (if approved) include

a hierarchy where those who can do greatest

harm will have the greatest responsibility, so

a lorry driver will be legally more

responsible than a car driver at the same

speed, a car driver than a cyclist, and a

cyclist than a pedestrian. Hopefully, and I

write as a sometime driver, sometime cyclist

and sometime pedestrian, road behaviour all

round will improve.

On a similar note, whilst it’s wonderful to see

all types of users on the Railway Path (a

fantastic resource) it would be great if

anyone out in the dark or twilight had some

sort of light or degree of reflective clothing.

I commute into Bristol by bike and with my

own lights pointing at the ground (not into

the eyes of others) don’t have much time to

react if coming across someone in dark

clothing, especially if facing away from me. 

One walker recently came very close to

having 15 stone of rider and bike in his back

at around 20mph, something neither of us

would have enjoyed - many thanks to all the

others who I can see, it’s very much

appreciated.

Simon Buck

Absurd suggestion
Dear Editor

I would not normally reply to letters in

papers but was left in such disbelief by C

Bart's letter in Issue 655 concerning walking

along Bath Hill at busy times. I am not sure

how familiar he/she is with the Wellsway

end of the hill, but the pavements are

extremely narrow, and the road is the very

busy A4. It also comes off quite a sharp bend

at the top.

To even suggest that someone, of whatever

age, steps into the road because

schoolchildren are walking down it, is

absurd. Perhaps C Bart should give it a try!

I actually really dislike social distancing, but

sadly it's the law at the moment and we are

all expected to abide by it, whether children

or families for that matter. The fact that

pupils have been together all day seems to

me even more a reason for having

consideration to others.

I also consider the road closure of the High

Street to be a very sensible idea and hope it

remains so, even when things eventually

return to normal.

Eric, Keynsham resident

We must all be courteous

and respectful
Dear Editor

I felt in need to write in response to C Bart's

letter last week and in support of Hazel

Powe's comments. 

I know that in school students are kept in

bubbles and can mix freely there. Outside

they must adhere to the instructions to all

citizens and in groups of no more than two,

unless they are in a family bubble. Most

schools have had to respond to COVID cases

within bubbles and many year groups sent

home to self-isolate. Most will not have a

severe case (although, sadly I recently read

of a very young boy losing his battle against

it) but they can still pass it on to people,

some of whom may become severely ill. I

have witnessed groups of 30 or 40 coming

like a mob down paths and it is alarming.

I accept that it is not only the young who do

not take these rules seriously, only today I

saw groups of elderly people acting as if we

were not in lockdown. I also do not enjoy

these restrictions and long for the freedom of

meeting as many friends as we like when and

where we like, but we must try to contain

this virus and if everyone followed the

guidance, this can be done more quickly.

Passing people in single file is not a big ask,

it is courteous and respectful. We are fellow

citizens faced with the same ominous

prospect - let us fight it together.

Keith Norton

Lamp posts ‘desecrated’ by

LED light fitting
Dear Editor

Keynsham may not be renowned for its

architectural heritage but it does have a few

treasures to display. 

Surely one of these is the charming Steel

Mills leading off Wellsway to the park and

High Street. The lantern lamp posts look like

something from Narnia and most towns

would kill to have something as attractive as

these. 

What a shock then to see that one of the posts

has been desecrated by having the lantern

replaced by a crude LED light fitting and

another sawn off as if in preparation for

another similar Frankenstein makeover.

Would B&NES Council allow such a

makeover in the city? Why, then, is it

allowed here? 

Charles McLaughlin

Write to us

The Week In is independent of any political

or commercial interest.   We aim to produce

a balanced and accurate view of local news

and welcome comments from our readers. 

Normally, we will publish letters in full but

reserve the right to shorten or clarify the

contents or to refuse publication. Please try

to keep letters under 300 words and supply

your full name and address for reasons of

authentication.  Only the name and district

where you live will be reproduced.

Anonymity is possible under certain

circumstances. 

Copy can be sent by post or, preferably, e-
mail and should arrive at our offices no
later than 9.00am on the Monday of each
week. E-mail to:admin@theweekin.co.uk
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LETTERS

A COVID-safe Winter Windowland Trail is being planned

in Downend and Staple Hill.

The organisers are asking residents to create a festive

window in their home for others to enjoy, such as sparkly

lights, winter scenes and Christmas decorations.

From 19th to 23rd December, families can follow the trail

and enjoy the displays. As Christmas 2020 will be a difficult

one for many, the trail will also raise money for the North

Bristol Foodbank which operates from Mangotsfield as well

as from other areas of South Gloucestershire and North

Bristol. To find out more search on Facebook for ‘Downend

and Staple Hill Winter Windowland Trail’.

Spreading Christmas cheer 
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Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard

SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 6th December

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green

(10.30am-4pm) 

Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm) 

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)

Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park 

(9.30am-4.30pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG

(9am-7pm) 

Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH

(10am-4pm)

Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)

Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds

(10am-4pm)

Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway

(11am-5pm)

Keynsham transport firm IJ McGill are seeking

permission to burn waste pallets at their new HQ at the

old Keynsham Paper Mill site.

As one of the largest transport companies in the South West

they say they have always had an issue with the disposal of

damaged pallets that can no longer be safely used. They

currently end up in landfill.

They have now lodged a planning application with B&NES

Council for a biomass boiler pallet burner and flue that would

be used to heat the workshop on the site that is currently

heated by an oil-fired heating system as there is no gas

service. 

McGill’s say the installation of the boiler will greatly reduce

the amount of waste that has to be removed from site. They

say it is designed to recycle waste wood and is supported

through the Government’s Renewable Heat Incentive and is

approved by Ofgem.

The new flue will not be visible from outside the site

boundary.

The planning reference is 20/04400/FUL.

Transport firm’s plans
to burn waste pallets

The Sanctuary Church in Staple Hill has held its last

service. 

The church opened in 1999 in the vacant cinema at the

crossroads of High Street and Pendennis Road. The hire

of the building, a central meeting hub for the community,

will also no longer be available. Among those who met

there were the St John Ambulance Cadets and keep fit and

parent and toddler groups. 

The church has said it had been a difficult decision to close

but the right one although it did not respond to our query

about for the reason for the closure. Led by Nigel and

Esther Farmer, the Sanctuary was a multi-cultural, non-

denominational church offering contemporary praise and

worship with members of all ages.

Its charitable trust plans to reinvest into local charities and

partners overseas.

Church closes its doors for good

When the second lockdown was announced, it was the

straw that broke the camel’s back for one Keynsham

business at least. At Keith’s Barber Shop, in the

courtyard behind Dalia Cocina, owner Keith James

decided that when we could come out of the restrictions,

he wouldn’t, bringing an end to a 45-year association

with the town. When news of Keith’s retirement was

first posted on the KTCRfm Facebook page, it reached

several thousand people and unleashed a tide of warm

and sincere best wishes from customers. 

Among the comments were: “What a top bloke, you

always left me with a smile on my face after a visit” and

“Keith the legend! Had my hair cut there over 40 years.

What a guy”.

Legendary barber retires



Oldland Abbotonians FC, who play

on the Aitchison Memorial Playing

Fields in Oldland Common, have

submitted plans to South

Gloucestershire Council to transform

their tatty pavilion.

The club say a major overhaul is

necessary to cater for the needs of club

members and visitors. 

Proposed extensions to the north and south

of the pavilion in Castle Road will provide

better and more secure storage areas and

mean the unsightly external storage cabins

can be removed. 

There will be improvements to changing

facilities for players and officials and

additional accessible toilet facilities.

The pavilion is used mainly for football

activities but also for other sports and

community groups.

Oldland Abbotonians play in the Toolstation

Western League Division One. They run

three senior adult sides, under-18s in the

Somerset Floodlit League, a ladies team and

youth section.

In their application the club say that their

overall goal is to achieve the status of

Western League Premier Division and they

would like to install a 4G (artificial) pitch

and “associated facilities” within the next

three years.

The planning reference is P20/21235/F.

Football club’s plans
to transform pavilion

Crossword ACROSS
1. Drinking tube (5)

4. Separate (5,2)

8. Distress severely (7)

9. Fish basket (5)

10. Warhorse (5)

13. Perpetual (7)

17. To and --- (3)

18. Faster (anag.) (6)

19. Sudden violent
wind (6)

20. Before (3)

22. Chatter (7)

25. Destined (5)

28. Tired (5)

29. Give out (7)

30. Landscape (7)

31. Larceny (5)

DOWN

1. Fastens securely (5)

2. Firearm (5)

3. Uncanny (5)

4. Breed of dog (6)

5. Crystal clear (5)

6. Sheet (anag.) (5)

7. Heaps (5)

11. Teacher (5)

12. Perform (5)

14. Facial feature (4)

15. Girl's name (5)

16. Ointment (5)

17. Experience (4)

21. Cure (6)

22. Chessmen (5)

23. Semi-precious
stone (5)

24. Herbaceous plant (5)

25. Banquet (5)

26. Tantalise (5)

27. Lived (5)

Saltford Lawn Tennis Club have

revealed plans for a new clubhouse

to replace their existing building

which they say is no more than a

“glorified garden shed”.

The new single-storey pavilion will

be on the same location as the

existing one in Wedmore Road but

will be larger and will include a

toilet.

The club say the existing building is

very old and in a poor state.

“We have been fortunate to have

experienced a significant recent increase in

membership which has exacerbated the

problem, and the quality of our newly

surfaced courts further highlights the

shortcomings of the old pavilion.”

Up until recently players have used the

toilet facilities in Saltford Hall, but during

the pandemic these have not always been

available.

The decision was taken to add an

accessible unisex toilet to the application

to B&NES Council which will make the

tennis club more self-sufficient.

The planning reference is 20/04404/FUL.

New clubhouse to replace
‘glorified garden shed’

Martin Curtis, managing director of Bath Bus Company,

which runs the A4 Air Decker service, is to retire early next

year. 

After starting his career with Bristol Omnibus Company in

the early 1970s, he moved from Bristol to Weston-super-

Mare, then to the Dorset coast before returning to Bath in

1987 to become regional director of the newly-privatised

Badgerline company. 

After a decade, Martin formed Bath Bus Company and

began open-top tours followed by other local bus services

and then the Bristol Airport Air Decker. The company now

employs more than 100 staff. His replacement is Derek

White. Both men worked together on Bath’s open-top tours

during the Badgerline era, while more recently Mr White

has worked for the UK’s two largest bus groups, having

held posts with both First and Stagecoach, and was head of

operations for athletes, media and the Olympic Committee

for the 2012 London Games.

Mr Curtis said: “I am absolutely delighted Derek has

accepted this role. He is widely experienced but importantly

knows the Bath operations well.”

All change on the Air Decker as MD retires
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EXCLUSIVE

Ambitious £18m plans have been drawn

up to turn Tracy Park Golf and Country

Hotel in Wick into the “stand-out

destination” in South Gloucestershire.

The first phase, expected to be lodged with

the council’s planning department shortly,

involves a new wedding venue in the estate’s

walled garden, along with a new clubhouse

linked to the manor house.

The second phase – a new 100-bed hotel,

gym and spa - will be submitted at a later

date. There are currently 42 hotel bedrooms.

The 240-acre estate in the Green Belt has

two championship 18-hole golf courses but

the current clubhouse is just a portable cabin.

Not having proper facilities has made it

difficult to attract membership. Golf club

members have been shown the plans for the

clubhouse and are said to be supportive and

enthusiastic. 

Weddings and other events are held in the

Grade II listed manor house but the building,

which dates from the 17th century, needs

major work including the roof which is prone

to leaking. The manor also has limitations

including a small outdated kitchen. The

wedding reception room is on the first floor

and there is no lift which gives it very

restricted use.

Tracy Park was losing money before the

pandemic and has not been open since the

first lockdown in March. Thirty weddings

have had to be postponed due to the

pandemic. Golf started up again when

allowed in May but had to stop again in line

with the November lockdown and clubhouse

facilities will remain closed based upon the

new Tier 3 restrictions. 

The Shaw family, who took on Tracy Park

17 months ago, have a history of success in

turning around failing hotel and golf

businesses, including working with East

Hampshire District Council to secure

planning permission for the similar-sized

resort of Old Thorns, just north of the South

Downs National Park and involving a Site of

Special Scientific Interest. Similarly, they

worked alongside Waverley District Council

in obtaining planning for a new hotel

development at Lythe Hill Hotel in Surrey

which incorporated a listed Tudor building

sat within the Green Belt and Area of

Outstanding Natural Beauty.

General manager Greg Shaw says Tracy

Park has great potential to succeed and be a

major resort like St Pierre at Chepstow, or

Bowood Hotel, Spa and Golf Resort at

Calne. The planned development would

create jobs in the construction and hospitality

sectors and bring tourism and economic

benefits to South Gloucestershire. 

The aim is to build the wedding venue and

new clubhouse within 18 months of securing

planning permission, and the hotel within

four to five years. The new facilities would

help fund the refurbishment of the historic

manor house, repair the listed walled garden,

entrance gates and general maintenance and

repair of the site as a whole.

However, there could be planning hurdles to

overcome. The council recently refused

planning permission to build staff

accommodation at the bottom of a former

fairway despite the clear economic

justification for the development. An appeal

to the Planning Inspectorate against that

decision is currently being prepared.

The planning application highlighted how

some of the hotel bedrooms are used for staff

and three off-site staff houses are costing

more than £4,400 per month. The new

accommodation, sleeping 22, would

immediately see a significant cost-saving for

the hotel and increase earning capacity. But

the council’s planning department turned

down the proposal, saying the site is within

the Bristol/Bath Green Belt and the very

special circumstances needed to override the

normal presumption against development

hadn’t been demonstrated. 

The planners had concerns that the location,

scale and design would harm the setting of

listed buildings and the significance of the

parkland, and said that not enough

information had been submitted to assess the

impact on protected species and biodiversity

despite taking nearly a year to determine the

application.

They also commented on Tracy Park’s

financial losses and said a more

comprehensive review of the business is

needed.

In 2016 the council did grant permission for

a new driving range, saying that any harm it

would cause to the Green Belt or the setting

of the listed manor house would be

outweighed by the tourism benefits. 

It approved changing the layout of one of the

two 18-hole courses – the Crown Course –

so that a new 9th hole could be created on

the existing practice ground.

The council said that the new driving range

would be conspicuous and detract from the

setting of the house and walled garden and

affect the character of the parkland but on

balance the harm would be outweighed by

the overall and long-term benefit it would

bring, and that trees and shrubs would soften

the impact. 

At the time the owners said the application

was part of plans to turn Tracy Park into a

bespoke tourist and leisure destination. 

This week the owners said: “Without support

from the local planning authority the long-

term future of Tracy Park rests in the

balance. Without this support the future of

Tracy Park and the economic revival it offers

to the area cannot be achieved. We hope

therefore the council decide to show its

commitment to supporting one of its heritage

assets and considers the impact potentially

provided to employment opportunities and

the economy of the area.”

£18m scheme to turn Tracy Park
into premier tourist destination 
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Greg Shaw

How the new clubhouse would look

The proposed wedding venue
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AJ Mowers has featured in The Week In on a regular

basis over the past few years and we recently managed to

catch Ashley Reid for a quick chat to see how things are

going.

He said: “Since we moved premises from Hanham to

Kingswood late last year we have been extremely busy,

including the first lockdown in the spring. 

“With lots of people spending so much time at home and in

their gardens, we saw a major increase in domestic servicing

and repair work, as well as inquiries about new machines.”

Last summer we reported that AJ Mowers had secured

Approved Dealer status for Bristol and the surrounding area

for two prestigious brands - Hayter and Toro. Over the past

few months, the refurbishment of the showroom at AJ

Mowers’ new premises has been completed and (as you can

see from the photo) it is now a really welcoming space with

a variety of mowers and other equipment on display. In

addition to Hayter and Toro mowers, Ashley has a variety of

Stihl machinery on display along with Oregon accessories.  

The team at AJ Mowers are very happy to chat about your

requirements – they also maintain close links with the other

major manufacturers so no matter what you’re after, the team

will always be able to recommend the right product for you.  

As Ashley says: “Whether you’re looking to make a major

investment in a large ride-on mower or a more modest

investment in a walk-behind mower or hedge cutter, I’m

committed to helping my customers find the right tools for

the job at a great price. Interestingly, we are starting to see a

much greater demand for battery-operated, cordless

machines – the technology has come on so fast and the run

time of the batteries has massively improved. We are

therefore increasing our stock of these items.”

We just had time for a final quick word with Ashley about

looking after your mower over winter: “My key piece of

advice is to store your mower with no fuel left in it – the

majority of non-start and running problems that we get in the

spring are from engines pulling through dirty or stale fuel -

simply leave the mower running until it runs out of fuel.”

So, whether you’re interested in making a new purchase,

need some equipment serviced or repaired, or simply need

to get hold of some parts, then a call to AJ Mowers is

definitely the right place to start – we’re lucky to have such

a knowledgeable business in the local area!

Tel: 0117 960 0173  

Website: www.ajmowers.co.uk   

Email: info@ajmowers.co.uk

Advertising feature

Mowing experts can help
you get the perfect lawn
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There are plans to upgrade access arrangements off New

Walk in Hanham for delivery vehicles, including HGVs,

to enter and exit the service yard of the Sealtech factory,

rather than via Laburnum Road as they do now.

The planning application has been lodged with South

Gloucestershire Council by Homes England who say it is

necessary to secure “safe and continued access” to the

employment site during and after redevelopment of the wider

former Kleeneze site for housing.

They say it’s in keeping with approved plans for the

previously proposed redevelopment of the eastern part of the

site by Tesco. The supermarket giant bought the old factory

site in 2003 and finally got the go-ahead in 2012 for a store

but years went by without work starting. At the end of 2016,

Tesco announced it was scrapping its plans and put the site

up for sale. In 2018 Homes England announced it would be

working with South Gloucestershire Council to bring forward

150 homes, with part of the site retained for employment use. 

The application to change the Sealtech access includes

improvements for pedestrians around the junction from

Memorial Road onto New Walk. However, one local resident

says there has never been a used entrance off New Walk to

the Sealtech site: “New Walk is not designed to have

articulated lorries negotiate the narrow dog-leg pinch and I

am sure homeowners in this location must be horrified to

hear the proposals made by Tesco are being resurfaced.”

The resident highlights that New Walk is a walking route to

Hanham Abbots and Samuel White's schools, and that many

children use the Memorial Road/ New Walk junction to and

from Hanham Woods Academy. 

At their meeting last week Hanham parish councillors also

expressed concerns that parking in New Walk could obstruct

accessibility for large vehicles.

Plans to reroute lorries in Hanham

Jade Galaszia discovered live-in care by chance in January

2017. The previous year, she and her partner had moved

in with her grandmother, whose vascular dementia had

declined. 

“Prior to this we had community carers going in twice a

day, but she was very lonely in the evenings and her mental

wellbeing was suffering,” says Jade. “We lived there for a

year (with our cat who became inseparable from

Grandma!), so she was on her own during the

day but with us when we got home from work. 

“She enjoyed the company but as with many

types of dementia it slowly declined. In

January 2017, she was really struggling and

had begun wandering to the shops, forgetting

how to get home. Her neighbours

would spot her and drive her back.

We knew the safest option was to

have a lot more care through the

day, and due to work commitments,

we couldn’t provide this ourselves. 

“The council organised a six-week

assessment in a care home to

determine if she could return home

or would be safer in a care home.

The care home manager asked us if

we’d considered a live-in carer to

look after Grandma through the day

and be there for emergencies

overnight. We were floored – how

had we never heard of this option?

“This is why I wanted to reach out to The Week In to

highlight this as an option. Grandma lived at home another

year longer than we ever thought possible, thanks to the

wonderful live-in carers until she required nursing care. 

“This experience led me to become manager of a homecare

agency (Alina Homecare – Bristol South) where we also

offer the live-in care service. I really champion this option

to every person I speak to who wants to stay at home

longer and doesn’t want to consider a care home just yet.” 

Advertising feature

Care in the comfort of your own home

Jade and her grandmother

Avon Fire & Rescue crews were called out on Monday

23rd November to reports of a chemical spillage at a

warehouse at Longmead Road in Emersons Green.

Crews from Kingwood, Yate and Patchway found a

container of hydrogen peroxide had split and was

leaking onto the floor area of the warehouse.

Two firefighters wearing breathing apparatus used a

covering jet and high pressure hose reel to dilute the

chemical to a safe solution. The cause of the incident is

thought to be accidental spillage.

Chemical spill

Public Notice

The Laburnum Road entrance

New Walk
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Service Directory
Home

Maintenance

Garden Services

Garden Services
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like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting at

2 weeks
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per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting at

2 weeks
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per insert

Discounts are available for
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Handyman

Aerials Appliances

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Carpet Cleaning

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Chimney Sweeps

Blinds

Crossword SolutionSudoku Solutions
2-Hard1-Easy

Architectural

Services

Computers

Guttering

Home Help
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Service Directory
Home

Maintenance
Plumbing

Plumbing

Book a series
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and save

even more
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perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.
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insertions booked
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Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
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Locksmiths

Roofing

Rubbish 
Clearance
Cheap and fast
We load and clear any 

household, garden, 
garage and shed 

clearance
Free estimates
Fully licensed
85% recycled
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at anytime to book
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