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Dog owners have trespassed on a school playing field

after vandals broke part of the perimeter fence that’s

meant to keep them out. 

There have also been reports of signs defaced and padlocks

superglued by people unhappy that they are being kept out

of the field, which is shared by Redfield Edge Primary

School and Sir Bernard Lovell Academy (SBL) in Oldland

Common.

The fence went up in the summer to allow for the approved

diversion of the public footpath that used to cross it. 

The path now goes around the edge but it was agreed that

the field could remain open to allow the public to access it

outside of school hours although with a strict ban on dog

walking because of ongoing problems with owners not

picking up mess.

As the ban on dogs was being flouted, the gates have

remained closed to the public since 2nd November.

However, access was gained on the night of Saturday 7th

November and school staff found dog mess and fireworks

on the field the following day.

In a statement, Redfield Edge and SBL said they are

extremely grateful for the support of the majority of people

in the community since the field was fenced off and the ban

on dog walking introduced. 

“It was very disappointing, therefore, to find that vandals

had struck overnight on November 7th/8th, putting the

safety of children and young people from both Redfield

Edge Primary School and Sir Bernard Lovell at risk.

“A fence panel had been removed and scratches on the

posts indicated that tools had been used. Remnants of

fireworks were found and there was evidence that a number

of dog walkers had been on the field on Sunday morning.

“This followed previous criminal damage including signs

being defaced and padlocks superglued.

“The fence has been fixed temporarily and permanent repairs

will take place as soon as possible. The safeguarding of our

young people is paramount.

Continued on page 3

Trespassers on school playing field
after vandals break down fence

The fence panel has been temporarily fixed 
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The Park Primary School in Kingswood has been hit

by more cases of COVID-19.

This week a South Gloucestershire Council spokesperson

said that there was a confirmed positive case in Year 5 on

Sunday, resulting in two Year 5 classes and four staff now

having to self-isolate.

It follows a statement from the council last week

confirming that a member of staff at the school had tested

positive for COVID-19 on 4th November. Two other

members of staff and 90 pupils in Year 1 were identified

as close contacts and advised to self-isolate. 

The council was also informed on 8th November of an

unconnected case in Year 2, with a further 90 pupils

advised to self-isolate.

As we have previously reported, a member of staff tested

positive on 27th October following which 30 Reception

pupils and three members of staff identified as close

contacts had to self-isolate until 9th November.

About 400 students in Years 10 and 11 were asked to stay

home from Wellsway School n Keynsham last Thursday

following a small fire in the Lansdown building on the

campus.

The fire was spotted by a staff member at about 7.30am

and extinguished without the need to call emergency

services. It is believed to have been caused by an electrical

fault in a light fitting, which caused a ceiling tile to catch

light.

Principal Matthew Woodville said the fire had been caught

early and the electrical circuit isolated, but it had been

necessary to shut the school to the two year groups while

the electrics and safety of the building were fully checked.

He said: “We will reopen to Years 10 and 11 when we are

satisfied there is no risk to students and staff. Years 7 to 9

are not affected, as they do not use the Lansdown building,

and classes for Years 12 and 13 have been moved to

another part of the school.

“My thanks to all staff who have worked hard today to

ensure this incident has the least possible negative impact

on our students.” 

Years 10 and 11 were able to return to school as planned

on Friday.
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More primary pupils
forced to self-isolate

400 students miss school
after fire at Wellsway

GP practices are preparing to deliver the COVID-19

vaccine when it becomes available.

This week Hanham Health announced they will be

working with their Primary Care Network partner

practices - Kingswood Health Centre, Close Farm

Surgery and Cadbury Heath Healthcare - to vaccinate

patients as soon as possible.

“In order for us to continue providing care for patients

we are looking at venues away from our practices where

we can set up a vaccination centre within our local area.

“We will be working on this programme very intensively

over the coming weeks and will provide information via

our social media page, our website, and via texts to

patients as soon as we have it.

“The current guidance is that the Government will write

to patients to inform them of when they will become

eligible for their vaccination as it will be released in

phases - please don't contact us prior to this to arrange

an appointment.”

“As a result of the levels of planning required to support

this programme and during the delivery of the vaccines

some of our services may be affected by capacity.”

Four GP practices
planning COVID-19
vaccination centre 

Continued from page 1
“We would like to thank the residents who reported these

incidents and who have given messages of support, and

we would encourage our neighbours to continue to

report any acts of anti-social behaviour at the site.

“Both schools are aware that this field has been used by

the community for many years and we remain

committed to establishing a safe way for the public to

have access to the site outside school hours.

“We have set up a working party and would welcome

expressions of interest from anyone interested in

becoming a volunteer warden or otherwise supporting

public access to the playing field.”

People can contact Lisa Robinson, headteacher at

Redfield Edge, or Tim Howes, chief operating officer at

Wellsway Multi Academy Trust which runs SBL.

Trespassers on
school playing field 

The gates were locked after dog walkers
flouted the ban



Plans to build up to nine homes at the

former Whitegate Nurseries on

Stockwood Hill in Keynsham have been

unveiled.

Bath & North East Somerset Council has

received a ‘permission in principle’ planning

application from Mase Construction Ltd for

land at the former garden centre and plant

nursery.

The application says the proposed residential

development takes account of the “sensitive”

location of the site, which is in the Green

Belt.

Access would be via the existing access from

Stockwood Hill. The road around the site

would be one-way, operating in a clockwise

direction.

A courtyard development is proposed and the

homes, which would have three or four

bedrooms, would have “high sustainability

credentials” including flat roofs in a sedum

or green roof finish.

In August 2018 (Issue 536) we reported

that Whitegate Nurseries had closed after

64 years. The garden centre was started

by David Morris on a large plot of land

on Stockwood Hill that his father had

bought. 

He turned it into a flourishing nursery but

said that having been hit by £10,000-a-year

business rates by B&NES Council and

competition from big retailers like B&Q and

supermarkets, where shoppers can pick up

plants when they do their weekly shop, he

was having to wind up the business, although

he and wife would continue to run their B&B

on the site.

The planning reference is 20/04138/PIP.
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Concern that the Motocross track at Durley Hill in

Keynsham is being used more than is permitted was

raised at the recent Hanham Abbots Parish Council

meeting.

Some councillors are being troubled by racetrack noise

coming from across the river. 

The parish council understands that the track can only

be used 28 days per year but it is believed that is being

violated, whether by people using it without the

landowner’s permission or by organised events.

The clerk has agreed to report the concern to South

Gloucestershire Council’s environmental protection

team to ask them to investigate. 

Call for
Motocross site
noise investigation

Whitchurch Local History Society now

has stocks of the reprints of ‘Memories –

Volumes 1 and 2’ which were first

published in 1980 and 1997.

Each book contains a collection of local

people’s memories of life in Whitchurch

in the middle years of the 20th century,

with some accompanying illustrations.

They are A4 size and printed on good

quality paper.

They are on sale at £5 each (cash) at The

Music Box Shop/village shop on the main

road through Whitchurch Village or by

contacting the society’s secretary Geoff

Gardiner on 01275 830869 or by email at

geoff@thegardiners.org.uk

The last few copies of last year’s Volume

3 are also available at £5 each.

No arrangements have yet been made to

resume the normal programme of

meetings and talks at the United

Reformed Church.

Memories of Whitchurch Village

Keep in touch, let us know what you

think, send us your news

www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Residents in Oldland parish are being encouraged to

identify areas where there are problems with pavement

parking - and put forward possible solutions.

Among the areas in the parish where there are pavement

parking problems is Banjo Island in Cadbury Heath, Edna

Stinchcombe told the council’s recent Planning, Highways

& Environment Committee meeting.

Bruce Ryland floated the idea of creating a proper car park

for between 20 and 30 vehicles around the edge of Banjo

Island.

The parish covers Cadbury Heath, Barrs Court, Stone Hill,

part of Longwell Green and part of Warmley as well as

Woodstock and Mount Hill.

Jon Parker, who chairs the committee,

also encouraged people to take part in

the Government consultation to assess

the problem nationally which began in

August and ends on Sunday (22nd

November).

The Government is proposing three

options:

1. Improving the Traffic Regulation

Order process, under which local

authorities can already prohibit

pavement parking.

2. A legislative change to allow local

authorities with civil parking

enforcement powers to enforce

against ‘unnecessary obstruction of

the pavement’.

3. A legislative change to introduce a London-style pavement

parking prohibition throughout England.

Search ‘Pavement parking: options for change’ at

www.gov.uk/

• Meanwhile Saltford Parish Council has flagged up

problems with pavement parking: “It is of particular concern

currently as it is leading to pedestrians to use the road to

maintain social distancing.

“Parking on pavements also hinders pedestrians being able

to pass the vehicles safely, especially the elderly, those with

pushchairs, wheelchair users, and those with visual

impairments.”

The council has highlighted in particular problems around

Manor Road, where many families use the pavements to drop

off or collect children from school and nursery.

“The police have requested that residents contact the police

at the time of pavement parking occurring on 101 so that a

member of the team can attend and deal with the situation.”

Spotlight on pavement parking

Banjo Island
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A licence for a fourth outlet to sell

alcohol in the centre of Cadbury Heath

has been granted despite concerns

about the impact it could have on crime

and disorder.

The Cadbury Heath Local store at 54

Newton Road, which has opened in the old

Martins newsagents, becomes the third

off-licence in the shopping area, while The

Lamb pub is also just a few metres away.

The lease has been taken by Amitkumar

Patel who applied to South

Gloucestershire Council as the licensing

authority to sell alcohol from 6am to 11pm

every day.

One resident who lives very close to the

store told last Tuesday’s virtual meeting of

the Licensing Sub-Committee that there

are already problems outside the

convenience shop around the corner,

namely with youths hanging out and

dealing drugs, and feared that the same

problems would arise outside the new

store.

He added that there have been violent

crimes at the Co-op store, citing break-ins,

staff being threatened, and knife crime. He

said the prospect of another outlet selling

alcohol is “so disheartening”.

Oldland Parish Council had also objected,

fearing that more available alcohol could

lead to an increase in anti-social behaviour

and inappropriate social gathering,

particularly in and around Banjo Island.

Parish councillors also voiced concern

about the litter and mess that would be

created.

Sub-committee member Michael Bell

asked whether Mr Patel would be prepared

to set an example and not sell high alcohol

content drinks.

His agent Mr Leahy said that such a

limitation had been introduced in Stokes

Croft in Bristol which was made a

Cumulative Impact Area following a lot of

street drinking and investigation by all the

authorities who had come together to

create the policy. He stressed it is for the

police or local authority to bring forward

such a condition based on evidence, and

that did not apply to the application being

heard.

Mr Leahy argued that Cadbury Heath

Local would not add to the amount of

alcohol being sold in the area but would

rather be a redistribution of the market. He

said that  under the Licensing Act a need

for a licence does not have to be proved,

the sub-committee just has to be satisfied

that the premises will not impact

negatively on the four licensing objectives

- prevention of crime and disorder, public

safety, prevention of public nuisance and

protection of children from harm.

He emphasised that no objections had been

made by the police or other responsible

authorities to Mr Patel’s application, and

that a number of conditions had been

agreed with Trading Standards. 

He said that the addition of alcohol sales

is necessary to ensure that Mr Patel can

compete with other local businesses, and

that he lives above the premises with his

family. 

And he advised that Mr Patel would be

willing to restrict the amount of alcohol to

no more than 30% of the floor area and to

accept an earlier closing time of 9.30pm

for alcohol sales on a Sunday to mitigate

some of the concerns raised.

Chair of the sub-committee June Bamford

said members had to go by the fact that the

police had raised no objections: “It’s a

shame we have to wait until there are

possibly problems before anything can be

done. Let’s hope if we grant the licence,

there aren’t.”

Subsequently agreeing to the licence after

a discussion in private, the sub-committee

noted in their decision notice that no

objections had been made by the

responsible authorities, including the

police, and took into account Home Office

guidance that licensing committees should

look to the police as the main source of

advice in regard to crime and disorder.

The sub-committee felt that conditions,

including an earlier finish time for alcohol

sales on a Sunday, would mitigate

objections raised. Other conditions include

CCTV, that spirits are located behind the

counter and all other alcohol on display is

not obscured from the constant view of

staff, who will be trained in the prevention

of under-age sales.

Mr Patel must also ensure that adequate

measures are in place to remove any

customers’ litter. Deliveries of alcohol will

Another off-licence granted
despite crime and disorder fears

The Co-op

The other convenience shop that
sells alcohol

The new Cadbury Heath Local store



World War Two veteran Kenneth Turner from

Keynsham passed away on Monday 9th November.

He was chairman of the Bristol Normandy Veterans’

Association, who meet in Warmley, and will be greatly

missed, said his friend and fellow member Robin

Aitchison.

“He was a lovely man and passionate supporter for the

veterans,” said Robin.

Ken arrived with the 7th Royal Tank Regiment at

Normandy a number of days after D-Day to carry out

daring reconnaissance missions behind enemy lines.

Robin said: “They were high risk and the men frequently

came under fire. For Ken, who was a Lance Corporal, his

war in France came to an end when a German bomber

disguised as an Allied plane made a direct hit on his and

his two comrades’ tank.”

Robin recalled Ken saying: “The bomb blew my tank to

smithereens – my two crew members were killed. How

the hell I escaped with only injuries I will never know.”

Shrapnel in Ken’s back was removed by medics before he

was flown for care to a hospital in Cardiff, but a metal nut

which lodged itself in his neck was only removed 20 years

ago after an X-ray revealed its location. He displayed it

in a box at home as a reminder of the war and two men in

his tank team who did not survive the blast.

The event had a life-changing outcome for Ken, who had

originally lied about his age when he joined the Army at

just 16. While he was in hospital, a group of women from

a nearby munitions factory organised a party for the

wounded soldiers. Ken said that the German pilot had

done him a favour because that’s when he met his wife-

to-be Betty.

After recovering from his injuries, Ken continued his

military service in Italy until the Germans surrendered.

He was demobbed and married Betty, the couple going on

to have a son, Paul, and daughter, Carole. 

Robin recalled Ken’s words about the importance of

remembering those who died in the war: “It must be a

lesson to ensure it never happens again.”
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Thieves entered the back garden of a property in

Lockingwell Road in Keynsham between 3am and

3.30am on Sunday 8th November and forced the up and

over door of the garage in order to steal alcohol and soft

drinks.

If you have any information regarding this incident

contact the police on 101 or call Crimestoppers

anonymously on 0800 555 111.

Garage burgled

World War Two veteran from Keynsham dies

Kenneth Turner 
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LETTERS
My family’s poverty
Dear Editor

Re the letter on genuine poverty in Issue 652,

in the 1930s my father walked from Swansea

to Birmingham, Bristol and Southampton

looking for work. He was a carpenter and

found work on the new ocean liners. He died

in 1937, three months before I was born. My

mum already had three other children.

She moved back to her home town of Bristol

and was a great cook on the days there was

money for food. When there wasn’t she

would grate some beef suet into a cup of

milk. We went to bed with a hot brick

wrapped in paper with coats on the bed to

keep us warm. Talking of coats, my mum

would buy an adult coat at a jumble sale, take

it apart and turn it inside out to make a coat

for one of us.

When I was five, I spent two years in

Frenchay Sanatorium. My sisters were in the

Downend Homes as our mum was in

hospital with TB.

I think we all knew about poverty. If help is

to be given, Home Economics should be on

the school curriculum and budgeting and

cooking classes given to the people caring

for the children.

Name & address supplied

Cooking on a budget
Dear Becky

I worked as a kitchen assistant in a school

and it was hard work. We were all ready for

a break when the holidays came round.

It is not rocket science to peel some potatoes

(they are cheap to buy); you can make a

cottage pie, sausage and mash, eggs and

chips (make your own) and potato wedges.

These are cheap meals.

I was brought up during the war when there

was rationing but Mum was a good manager

and we always had good meals. There were

four children and two adults. We were well-

fed on the little we had.

When do the kitchen staff have a break.

Kathryn Davis, Bristol

Distinction between

climate breakdown and

the EPI
Dear Stephen

In response to Mike Barrow's letter last

week, it is important to make a clear

distinction between climate breakdown and

environmental performance. 

Extinction Rebellion and other campaigning

organisations are concerned with imminent

climate breakdown caused by an increase in

greenhouse gases. 

These greenhouse gases are released as a

result of the agriculture, manufacture and

transport policies of affluent countries, the

UK being one of the worst offenders. As K

Gadsden quite rightly pointed out, the UK is

in 124th position when it comes to

greenhouse gas emissions per head of

population.

This is very different from the

Environmental Performance Index (EPI),

which combines many factors, most of

which have little or nothing to do with

climate breakdown. 

The environmental performance here refers

to how well the UK provides a good living

environment for its population. For various

historical reasons, the UK is always going to

come out well on this index, but at a cost to

the global climate - take for example the fact

that the UK is ranked 125th for its growth

rate in carbon dioxide emissions from land

cover.

However, there is also much to celebrate:

Bristol was the first council in the UK to

declare a Climate Emergency, with

Westminster following to become the first

Government to acknowledge the global

climate emergency. 

In addition there is a Climate and Ecological

Bill going through Parliament which I hope

our local MPs will support. We know what

needs to be done, history will judge us badly

if we do nothing.

Names & address supplied

Cookery lessons are on the

curriculum
Dear Editor

J White writes (Issue 653) that the answer to

families struggling to live on a budget is

cookery classes in school, which he/she

asserts is “not taught these days”.

How many schools has J White been into

lately? I teach at a secondary school in Bath

where all students will have basic cookery

lessons in the lower school, and Food &

Nutrition is offered as an option at GCSE.

I can't of course speak for all schools, but I

believe most offer a similar curriculum to

ours. I do wish people would not make

sweeping generalisations with no evidence.

Anne Carrington

Bridgeyate

Single file please
Dear Stephen

I think the simple slogan ‘Single file’ might

help us to maintain social distancing. It is

generally easy to do this when in Keynsham

High Street which is now closed to traffic

during most of the day.  

However, in other place it’s not always so

easy, e.g. on paths within Keynsham Park as

well as narrow pavements. I usually stand

back when I see two or even three people

walking towards me across a path but

although some get the message, others don’t

seem to understand that if they move into

single file we can then pass safely.  

Whenever possible I now avoid walking

along the Bath Hill pavements close to

school start or finish times as unfortunately

the youngsters seem to have no concept of

social distancing despite having outbreaks of

coronavirus at the school. I’m sorry to pick

on the youngsters but they generally don’t

seem to have a clue and yesterday I was

sworn at for suggesting one girl move behind

another so we could pass safely. 

With a COVID vaccine soon to be

distributed, I think that many think that now

we don’t need to be so careful but the

infection and death rates are still worryingly

high and meanwhile we should all remain

vigilant. So, it’s Single file please!

Hazel Powe

The recent protest over free school
meals has sparked much debate
The recent protest over free school
meals has sparked much debate
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Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard

SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 22nd November

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green

(10.30am-4pm) 

Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm) 

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)

Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park 

(9.30am-4.30pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG

(9am-7pm) 

Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH

(10am-4pm)

Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)

Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds

(10am-4pm)

Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway

(11am-5pm)

As winter approaches and autumn rains fall, visitors to

Troopers Hill Local Nature Reserve in St George will not

need to pick their way across a muddy field this year.

Friends of Troopers Hill are celebrating the construction of

a new path which makes access between the nature reserve

and the nearby play area much easier for everyone, especially

those with mobility issues.

The project was made possible thanks to a £25,000 grant

from Enovert Community Trust and a further £15,000 from

Ibstock Enovert Trust. Together with an allocation of

Community Infrastructure Levy funding by local councillors,

the grants paid for improvements to an access track as well

as the new path, something that was welcomed by local

resident and wheelchair user Lizzy Horn.

She said: “The new path is amazing, it has made so much

difference to how

comfortable it is in my

wheelchair, so smooth,

and also it has made it

so much quieter. I just

wanted to say a

massive thank you to

all involved.”

The construction of the

path was the final part

of the £120,000 Ways

to Nature project,

which has also brought

other improvements to

Troopers Hill,

including new fencing

on Troopers Hill Road.

Rob Acton-Campbell,

from the Friends of

Troopers Hill, said:

“We are delighted that

the new path has now

been completed and is

allowing much easier access to this spectacular wildlife spot.

During the autumn and winter months, heavy rainfall has

always made accessing the nature reserve difficult, as the

field and paths become very muddy. The delays due to the

wet weather in the early spring, followed by COVID, were

frustrating, but the end result has made the effort worthwhile.

I remember last year seeing a couple struggling to get their

children’s buggy through the mud, thankfully that will not

happen this year.”

The path and the track, together with other sections of path

constructed in previous projects, means that there is now a

complete loop around Troopers Hill Field, which has created

new opportunities for residents of all ages to exercise in their

local green space.

Susan Acton-Campbell, chair of Friends of Troopers Hill,

said: “We would like to thank our local councillors and both

Enovert Community Trust and Ibstock Enovert Trust for the

funding that allowed this project to happen."

And Fabian Breckels, local councillor for St George Troopers

Hill, who  championed the project when funding was first

being discussed in 2018, said: “The project is an excellent

example of the council working with local residents through

a local group and using the limited funds available to the

council as seed money to attract additional funding.”

A small socially distanced ceremony to inaugurate the new

path was held recently when Lizzy Horn unveiled plaques

acknowledging the work of Friends of Troopers Hill and the

contributions of the funders. Friends of Troopers Hill hope

to organise a larger celebration event next year once

pandemic restrictions are lifted.

The improvements at Troopers Hill are the latest in a number

of projects that both Enovert Community Trust and Ibstock

Enovert Trust have supported in the local area in recent years.

The grants were provided through the Landfill Communities

Fund (LCF), an innovative tax credit scheme that enables

landfill operators to contribute money to a wide range of

community and environmental projects in the vicinity of

landfill sites.

No longer stuck in the mud at Troopers Hill

From left, Susan & Rob Acton- Campbell, Susy Feltham
from the council’s parks service, Lizzy Horn, & Angela
Haymonds representing Enovert Community Trust &
Ibstock Enovert Trust

The plaques



Although people are being asked to stay at

home to lessen the impact of COVID-19,

household isolation does not apply if

victims need to leave their home to protect

themselves or their family against

domestic violence. 

As with the first lockdown, restrictions do

not mean they have to stay in a dangerous

environment or relationship, says Avon &

Somerset’s Police & Crime Commissioner

Sue Mountstevens.

She said: “I fear that victims and survivors

think that restrictions mean they cannot leave

their house and, therefore, the dangerous

environment they find themselves in. This is

not the case. Please know that you are not

alone; come forward and seek help either by

speaking to a local support service or by

calling the police.”

Ms Mountstevens and the Office of the

Police and Crime Commissioner (OPCC)

continue to work alongside local

commissioned services to ensure providers

can still deliver advocacy, emotional and

psychological support. Support is being

delivered remotely via phone, webchat and

video chat, and their helplines remain active

for those who want to access support.

Victims can access help whether they

choose to report the crime to the police or

not, no matter how long ago the incident took

place.

Avon & Somerset Police are also

encouraging communities to look out

for one another and know the signs of

domestic abuse which can happen to anyone,

in all types of relationships, regardless of

race, ethnic or religious group, class,

disability, sexuality, lifestyle, nationality or

age.

Anyone in an abusive relationship, or who

suspects someone they know to be in an

abusive relationship, is urged to call 101. If

you or someone else you know is in

immediate danger call 999. 

If you can’t speak, call 999 and dial 55, this

will alert the operator who will put you

straight through to the police. If you aren’t

comfortable talking to the police, you will be

encouraged to speak to a specialist service in

your area.

For more information about organisations

and services for domestic abuse victims visit

www.thisisnotanexcuse.org

Abuse victims assured
they can leave home
to access help

Crossword
ACROSS
1. Foyer (9)

9. Inside (6)

10. Eager (4)

11. Pine, yearn (4)

12. Ditch (6)

13. Tardy (7)

16. Soon (4)

17. Pulls behind (4)

18. Furrow (3)

20. Consumed (3)

21. Assist (4)

23. Applaud (4)

25. In no place (7)

26. Fringing (6)

29. Compass point (4)

30. Weaving frame (4)

31. Restricts (6)

32. Surgical
procedure (9)

DOWN

2. Cricket team (6)

3. Metal container (3,3)

4. Dance form (6)

5. Wound dressing (4)

6. Occupy completely (7)

7. Robe (4)

8. Model (9)

13. Trifle (9)

14. Feel affection (4)

15. Twelve (5)

18. Irritate (4)

19. Montage (anag.) (7)

22. Walk unsteadily (6)

23. Swiss house (6)

24. Melodic recitative
(mus.) (6)

27. Sport (4)

28. Pant (4)

Willsbridge Mill Community

Refresh has received £11,400

from the Culture Recovery Fund.

The latest round of grants to help

cultural and heritage

organisations weather the impact

of coronavirus saw 70% awarded

outside London. 

For the last six years Willsbridge

Mill Community Refresh

(WMCR), has managed the

South Gloucestershire Council-

owned Grade II listed mill

buildings, including the café, after taking

over the lease from Avon Wildlife Trust,

which still maintains the surrounding

valley. 

WMCR has welcomed the grant and was

meeting this week to discuss how it can be

used.

Government awards heritage

grant to Willsbridge Mill

Christ Church in Downend is planning a

Christmas Trail in the days before 25th

December. 

Those taking part will be searching for

Nativity characters hiding in shop window

displays.

The trail will lead people to Christ Church,

off Downend Road, to see the crib scene

from Monday 21st to Thursday 24th

December from 10am to 11am and 2pm to

3pm. 

A trail map will be available from local

shops, from the church’s Facebook page or

to download from the website at

christchurchdownend.com

People will be asked to observe COVID-

safe guidelines for shopping areas and

inside the church. 

Christmas trail in Downend
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A former sports coach at Juice Community Project in

Cadbury Heath has become one of the newest DJs on

Radio 1.

Mollie Finn, who worked for six months in 2018 with

young people on Juice’s Fit and Fed programme, is one

of five new faces joining the radio station in a bid to

keep it relevant to teenagers.

They were among more than 1,000 aspiring DJs who

entered a talent search and will take turns presenting a

new Early Breakfast show on Friday mornings. 

Mollie, from Stoke Gifford, used to volunteer at

community radio station BCfm in Bristol, co-presenting

the 'One Love Breakfast Show' and the 'Getting Bristol

Home' drive-time show from the end of 2016 to April

2018.

A Bournemouth University media and communications

graduate, she was also a presenter on the student station

Nerve Radio.

New Radio 1 DJ is

former Cadbury Heath

community worker



A renewed drive is under way to get the

remaining walls and platforms at the

former Mangotsfield Station registered as

a listed building.

Michael Bell, who says he raised the issue of

preserving the historic site a few years back,

says there has been a very recent upsurge of

local interest in the station and what can be

achieved there before it all crumbles away,

with possibly a small museum run by

volunteers and helped by grants. 

Mangotsfield Station was on the Midland

Railway route and had extensive facilities

and six platforms.

The actor and playwright Arnold Ridley

(who played Private Godfrey in Dad’s Army)

was once stranded there, and the sound of a

train passing on the eastern side of the

triangle, out of sight, inspired him to write

the play The Ghost Train.

He penned the classic comedy thriller in

1923 and the play has been performed on

Broadway and was made into a film.

The station closed in 1966 when services to

Bath ended as part of the Beeching cuts, and

the line through the station closed in 1969.

The tracks were lifted in 1972.

In the late 1970s the charity Sustrans began

to convert the old railway route from Bristol

to Bath into the Bristol & Bath Railway Path,

which is the oldest part of the National Cycle

Network. 

South Gloucestershire Council’s conser-

vation officer has told Cllr Bell that they are

in the process of reviewing the 1,500+

entries on the existed listed building local

plan prior to publishing a new list next year:

“At this time are unable to process new

additions  but once the audit is complete and

the updated list published, we will then open

up the list for new nominations. 

“In the meantime, the structures are recorded

in the Historic Environment Record and

would still be considered to be ‘non-

designated heritage assets’ which would

factor into any applications for

grants/funding.”

Cllr Bell, who organised a talk in the grounds

of the station a few summers ago, which was

attended by 50 people, says he believes there

is enough enthusiasm, to start on a project,

possibly involving Sustrans. 

He hopes to hold another talk next year as

and when COVID restrictions allow.

He can be contacted at Michael.Bell

@southglos.gov.uk

Campaign to get old railway station ruins listed
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Advertising Feature

Latest accolade for Eclectic Gift Shop
Eclectic Gift Shop in Hanham High Street

has recently been named Bristol's Retailer

of the Year 2020.

Nicola Bartlett, who founded the business

in 2017, scooped the award at the Bristol

Life Awards. The virtual ceremony

celebrated the very best of Bristol

businesses across 22 categories.

Eclectic, which provides an outlet for

small, creative businesses and artists, has

already been nationally recognised as one

of the UK’s best small enterprises by Small

Business Saturday and the Federation of

Small Businesses. 

The shop also featured as a ‘High Street

Star’ in a Visa advertising campaign but

Nicola said that as a Bristolian, there was

something about the Retailer of the Year

award that felt “extra special” as it

celebrates the very best in her hometown.

The judges were very impressed by the

way Nicola has helped to energise the

Hanham High Street community and that

Eclectic was profitable within three

months of opening, as well as by her strong

encouragement of business collaboration.

Although Eclectic’s doors are currently

closed because of COVID restrictions,

you can still buy online at

eclecticgiftshop.co.uk/, making Christmas

shopping easy. Choose from a range of

gifts made in Bristol by 75 independent

artisans. Readers of The Week In can

currently save 10% at Eclectic. 

Nicola Bartlett with her trophy
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As we find ourselves in lockdown again,

the Carers Support Centre, which serves

Bristol and South Gloucestershire,

stresses it is on hand to help.

Freya Jeffries from the Fishponds-based

charity says: “This winter will be a

challenging one, and no one is feeling the

effects of the pandemic more than family

carers. 

“A carer is someone who provides support to

family or friends who could not manage

without their help. 

“Three in five people will be carers at some

point in their lives. They could be caring for

a relative, partner or friend who is ill, frail,

disabled or has mental health or substance

misuse problems. All the care they give is

unpaid.  

“Carers Support Centre is supporting carers

through this dreadful pandemic. The charity

understands how incredibly difficult it is for

carers right now. COVID-19 continues to

have a monumental impact on carers, not

only because of the increased amount of care

that many are having to provide, but because

of the far-reaching effect that this is having

on their relationships, their mental and

physical health, their paid work and their

emotional wellbeing.

“In addition, worrying about the winter is

causing stress and anxiety for carers, many

of whom have had no break from caring for

many months. If you are looking after

someone, you will likely be struggling to

take time for yourself. And winter can be an

especially difficult time. When your time is

already stretched, the shorter, darker days

can make it feel impossible to do something

for yourself. However, it is important to do

things to take care of yourself too.”

Carers Support Centre’s wellbeing team say

that while taking small breaks can’t solve

everything, they can help to lift your mood,

calm a busy mind or distract you from

checking the news too often.

• Have a cup of tea 

• Listen to some music

• Read a magazine 

• Take a hot bath or shower 

• Phone a friend 

• Do a crossword or puzzle 

• Try some relaxation exercises 

• Think about something you are looking

forward to 

Carers Support Centre’s Wellbeing Service

gives carers emotional support and aims to

help you become more resilient. The service

is free and confidential. You can choose

between three telephone services: 

Counselling: a confidential space to talk

with a professional counsellor. 

Mentoring: are you new to caring, or

tackling a new set of challenges? Get advice

and understanding from another carer. 

Befriending: open to anyone who would

like a chat. The Befrienders are available and

eager to connect. 

Call CarersLine on 0117 9652200. Leave a

message with your name and number and

someone from Carers Support Centre will

call you back as soon as they can during

opening hours which are Monday to Friday

10am – 1pm and Monday to Thursday 2pm

– 4pm.

For free help and advice, visit

www.carerssupportcentre.org.uk

Carers Support Centre
shares winter wellbeing tips

B&NES Carers Centre can help anyone

with caring responsibilities for a loved

one, and since the beginning of the

pandemic has talked to many carers from

across the district.

The charity says it knows how hard it has

been for carers – and there around 20,000

in Bath & North East Somerset - to

maintain their own health and wellbeing,

especially during lockdown.

“Many of you have had to provide more

care, because your normal support services

or help from friends and family has been

restricted. We have also heard some

wonderful stories, where neighbours and

the local community have recognised the

importance of your caring responsibility

and have stepped up to provide you with

reassurance and practical support.

“The key thing we heard, is just how

important it is to talk – to offload, to share

your worries and express the many new

challenges you face caring for a loved one

at this time.”

The Support Line - 0800 0388 885 – is

open weekdays from 8.15am to 3pm

for anyone needing help, advice or just to

talk.

The Bath-based centre continues to offer a

weekly mix of online wellbeing activities

and virtual meet-ups and groups for those

who would prefer to use the phone.

Find out more at www.banescarers

centre.org.uk/

It’s good to talk

On Armistice Day,

Christchurch Pre-School in

Hanham remembered those

who have fought or are

currently serving in our

forces.

The children, who success-

fully managed a two-minute

silence, coloured in poppies

and made a beautiful wreath.

They all took templates of

poppies home to decorate to

add to their own windows as

part of their Remembrance

tribute. 

Pre-school’s Remembrance tribute
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An 11th-hour attempt was under way this week to try to

save a landmark tree in Keynsham from being chopped

down.

Some local residents have contacted Bath & North East

Somerset Council’s arboricultural team to try to get a Tree

Preservation Order (TPO) placed on the old sycamore tree

that stands at the front of the BUPA Dental Care practice in

Park Road. With the road due to be closed from 9am to 4pm

on Saturday (21st November) for the tree work to be carried

out, residents contacted The Week In to highlight the

impending loss of the mature tree.

One resident told us: “BUPA say that the tree is being cut

down due to there being electricity wires running through it.

These wires cause no problems at all to the electric supply.

In most areas now the electricity wires run under the ground

so there is no reason why this can’t happen.”

The dental practice, previously known as The Parks Dental

Practice, was taken over earlier this year by BUPA, and major

work is being carried out both inside and outside the building.

The residents who have heard about the work say they want

the community to be able to have their say on the future of

the old tree: “Far too many trees are being cut down to make

way for housing, so trees like this one needs to be protected.” 

We have raised the concerns of the residents with the council

and dental surgery. We also spoke on Monday to ward

councillor Alan Hale who was trying to establish the

situation. He told us: “The loss of any mature tree is sad,

particularly in a residential area.”

Fight to save landmark tree 

Situations Vacant

Planning permission has been granted for a new path on

land next to Shortwood Road which will make it safe for

people to walk, cycle and ride horses in and out of

Pucklechurch.

The 3.5 metre-wide path along the southern side of the

B4465 Shortwood Hill will provide a link to the A4174

ring road and beyond and give youngsters a non-

vehicular route to and from Mangotsfield School. The

land needed is currently used as highway verge, a field

boundary, horse grazing field, and as arable crop

farming. A section of public footpath which crosses an

adjacent field between the B4465 and Siston Lane will

be diverted along the new shared route.

There were more than 20 letters of support for South

Gloucestershire Council’s proposed scheme, saying that

the safety improvements were long overdue and would

be well-used.

Pucklechurch Parish Council said the shared used path

had long been an aspiration for people who live and

work in Pucklechurch, and it had no objection in

principle; however, councillors were concerned about

the potential long-term visual impact on the area because

of the loss of mature trees and hedgerows.

South Glos Council says new hedge and tree planting

will be put in place. 

New safe route to and
from Pucklechurch
is approved
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Service Directory

Garden Services

Garden Services

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting at

2 weeks

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting at

2 weeks

Handyman

Aerials

Appliances

Carpet Cleaning

Boiler

Service/Repairs

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Chimney Sweeps

Blinds

Crossword SolutionSudoku Solutions
2-Hard1-Easy

Computers

Dog Walking
Home Help

Guttering
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Service Directory
Home

Maintenance

Home

Maintenance
Plumbing Book a series

of adverts

and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4.20 per

centimetre (min 5cm)

The more weeks you

book the cheaper

each insertion

becomes

1 week - £21

2 weeks - £18.90

4 wk - £17.85

6 wk - £16.80

8 wk - £15.75

12 wk - £14.70

26 wk - £13.65

52 wk - £12.60

All prices per week

exc VAT

You don't have to book

successive weeks. 

You can choose

fortnightly, monthly 

or specific insertion

dates as long as the

total number of

insertions booked

corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting

at 2 weeks

Book a series

of adverts

and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4 per

centimetre (min 5cm)

The more weeks you book

the cheaper each insertion

becomes

1 week = £21

2 weeks = £18.90

4 weeks = £17.85

6 weeks = £16.80

8 weeks = £15.75

12 weeks = £14.70

26 weeks = £13.65

52 weeks = £12.60
All prices per week exc VAT

You don't have to book

successive weeks. You can

choose fortnightly, monthly or

specific insertion dates as

long as the total number of

insertions booked

corresponds to the discount

rate.

Similar percentage discounts
apply equally to larger sized

adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting

at 2 weeks

Tree Services

Painting

& Decorating

Locksmiths

Roofing

Rubbish 
Clearance
Cheap and fast
We load and clear any 

household, garden, 
garage and shed 

clearance
Free estimates
Fully licensed
85% recycled

Call 0117 9373009
at anytime to book

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Telephone

Engineers

Waste Disposal

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Wigs

Sewing Lessons
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