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New lockdown restrictions as COVID cases soar
With tighter restrictions coming into force this week to slow

He said: “The next few months will be difficult but as a council

pandemic, with people encouraged to mark Remembrance Day

the rapidly rising spread of COVID-19, local councils have

we have learned lessons from what happened earlier in the

and Armistice Day at home.

plans in place to keep services going and support residents

year. We will be in a better position to help support residents,

Staple Hill & District Royal British Legion branch have pre-

and businesses.

businesses and wider communities to get through this difficult

recorded Remembrance services for Sunday. The virtual

Under the new rules, which start tomorrow (Thursday) and run

winter period.” He highlighted a clear desire to keep as many

service for Staple Hill will be broadcast at 10.50am at

until Wednesday 2nd December, gyms and non-essential shops

local services running as possible where safe to do so.

www.StapleHillRBL.org.uk and the Mangotsfield one at noon

must close, along with pubs and restaurants, although they can

B&NES Council responded to the lockdown announcement by

at the same link.

provide takeaway and delivery services. Schools, colleges and

highlighting the challenges the area faces in reducing the

In Kingswood and Hanham people are invited to lay a wreath

universities stay open and people are encouraged to work from

infection rate. Council leader Dine Romero said: “For the first

or cross at the war memorials, if they observe social distancing.

home if possible.As of Sunday 1st November, the reported rate

time the rate of infection in B&NES is higher than the national

A wreath-laying ceremony is scheduled to take place at

of infection in South Gloucestershire was 250 per 100,000

average with 234.77 cases per 100,000 recorded. Crucially we

Keynsham Memorial Park for invited guests on Sunday

people locally, with 715 new cases confirmed in the previous

are now seeing infections across all age groups. More than ever

morning, livestreamed at https://youtu.be/mm9x2dpAvvw

seven days. The England rate is 225 per 100,000 people and

it is vital we all play our part to stop this rapid rise and protect

The Remembrance Day service and parade in Longwell Green

the South West rate 142.

the NHS and to save lives.”

is also not taking place. Instead in the days running up to

Council leader Toby Savage said that prior to the Prime

The council has committed to supporting the most vulnerable

Armistice Day a member of the United Church community will

Minister’s announcement, the council was in the process of

and to keeping public and staff safe, whilst maintaining

say prayers and offer a moment of silence next to a poppy-

applying to Government to request an elevation to Tier 2

services wherever possible.

covered cross outside.

restrictions as figures had been worsening “very significantly”.

Bristol Mayor Marvin Rees said that despite the city having

At the time of going to print, the Bitton & Oldland branch of

firm plans in place to support residents, concerns are mounting

the Legion said the Act of Remembrance at the war memorial

that the four-week lockdown might be extended. The council

at St Mary's Church on Sunday had not been cancelled but they

has calculated that for every four weeks of lockdown, there

are awaiting further guidance.

will be a £44.3m shortfall in Government funding to ensure

There will however be a virtual Remembrance service to watch

businesses, self-employed people, the community and

at www.stmarysbitton.org.uk/

voluntary sector and vulnerable people are fully supported.

Nationally the Legion says that with many of its volunteers

He said he’d written to the Government prior to the Prime

falling into vulnerable categories, it has not been safe for them

Minister’s announcement, suggesting the city should go to Tier

all to take part this year so boxes of poppies have not been

2 which would have less of an economic impact.

delivered to every outlet that has supported the Poppy Appeal
in the past. However, poppy merchandise has been available

Remembrance events
Even before this latest lockdown, organisers had been scaling
back forthcoming Remembrance events because of the
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Four pupils and two staff members
at Broadlands have COVID-19
Not all students have been able to return to Broadlands

“Our cleaning team has undertaken a deep clean of the

Academy in Keynsham after the half-term break

whole school site over the half-term break, and our robust

because four students plus two members of staff have

daily cleaning schedule will continue in earnest.

tested positive for coronavirus.

“In the meantime, all self-isolating pupils will be able to

This week a spokesperson for the school in St Francis

access their normal lessons virtually whilst they are at

Road said: “Only one staff member and one student could

home, so that they can continue their learning if they feel

have been contagious in the final two days of term; the

well enough to do so.

other four developed symptoms towards the end of the

“The safety of our pupils and staff is our number one

half-term week and were not therefore contagious while

priority and we have written to parents to inform them and

at school.

to reassure them of our processes and practices.”

“In line with the Department for Education and Public

The school did not confirm how many pupils or members

Health England’s guidance, anyone who has been in close

of staff were having to isolate.

contact with the identified pupil or staff member is now
self-isolating and will return to school on 9th November.

Event cancelled
The police event focusing on securing farm and yard
property which had been due to take place at Wick
Village Hall this Sunday (8th November), as featured in
last week’s issue, has been cancelled because of the new
lockdown restrictions.

The Week in • Wednesday 4th November 2020

Broadlands Academy

Coronavirus case at
Kingswood school
The Park Primary School in Kingswood wrote to parents
during half-term to say that there was a single confirmed
case of COVID-19 within the school.
The school in Hollow Road has more than 500 pupils,
making it one of the largest primaries in South
Gloucestershire
The letter says: “We have followed Public Health
England (PHE) guidance and are working closely with
PHE and South Gloucestershire Council’s public health
and education teams. In line with this guidance we have
taken the decision to close Reception Red class for 14
days. All children and staff from this bubble group are
isolating at home.”
This week a South Gloucestershire Council
spokesperson said it was notified that a member of staff
at the school had tested positive for COVID-19 on 27th
October: “Thirty pupils and three members of staff have
been identified as close contacts and will self-isolate
until 9th November."
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Plans for eight flats
Plans to build eight one-bed flats on land at the rear of
96 High Street in Staple Hill have been lodged with
South Gloucestershire Council.
The outline scheme involves demolishing four existing
outbuildings and part of the single-storey extension
which are rented by a car repair garage.
Eight new car parking spaces are proposed. The plans
include a one-way traffic flow through the site. The
entrance off the High Street would be retained but traffic
flow control barriers would be installed to prevent
vehicles exiting onto the High Street. Instead the exit
would be from the rear onto Soundwell Road.
The applicant is Mr M Wallis and the planning reference
is P20/19896/O.

Keep in touch, let us know what
you think, send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Two new stores open
in Longwell Green
A new Lidl and a Smyths toy superstore opened in Longwell Green last week.
The new stores are in the refurbished Homebase Clearance store at Aldermoor Way, which
closed in 2018.
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New team set up to tackle
COVID-19 breaches
Avon & Somerset Police have set up a
dedicated COVID-19 team to attend
reports of breaches of the emergency
regulations.
It has been created from the extra funding
provided by the Government, dedicated to
the force’s COVID-19 response.
The intention of the team is to provide
reassurance to those communities who
adhere to the regulations, but also to help
enforce when individuals flout the rules and
place their communities at greater risk of the
virus. The team was launched last Monday
and will be reacting quickly to incidents
which present a threat to public health.
Assistant Chief Constable Nikki Watson
said: “We are fortunate the number of
COVID-19 cases in the South West are not
as high as some other parts of the UK, but
they are rising and we cannot afford to be
complacent.

“The national lockdown in March and April
meant demand for non-COVID police
matters dropped and it freed up resourcing
for us to have more officers out on the
streets, working with our communities to

pandemic and by offering officers
overtime. Approximately £680,000 has been
granted to the force to fund the COVID
team. The money will also be used to fund
electric bikes for those officers when on

situation and are playing their part by
complying with the restrictions. We want to
continue working with our communities over
what is likely to be a testing few months for
everyone.”

help defeat the virus.
“However, the situation is different six
months on, as demand for police attendance
has increased to pre-lockdown levels.
Officers have responded magnificently but
combining traditional policing priorities with
additional COVID-19 work is a challenge
for forces across the country.
“By creating this dedicated team, it will
enable those officers to concentrate on
dealing with reports coming in and
proactively police areas where problems
have previously occurred.”
The team is being resourced through
additional Government funding for
police forces to tackle the COVID-19

patrol and additional police cars in a
distinctive livery.
ACC Watson said: “Our approach to policing
COVID-19 breaches and issuing fines will
not change. This team will continue to use
our 4Es strategy to engage, explain and
encourage people to following the guidance
and adhere to the legislation when out and
about.
“Enforcement remains our last resort,
however we’re six months into this
pandemic now and officers will issue fixed
penalty notices when people refuse to
comply or blatantly breach the regulations.
“We’re grateful the overwhelming majority
of people recognise the seriousness of the

A total of 33,525 reports of regulation
breaches have been recorded since the start
of the pandemic with 423 fixed penalty
notices issued by officers.
Response and neighbourhood officers will
continue to enforce COVID-19 rules where
necessary. Police and local councils will
continue to coordinate enforcement action
depending who has the most appropriate
power to deal with the breach.
Ongoing COVID-19 breaches can be
reported to the police on 101. Information
about previous issues can be provided
through the online COVID form at
https://www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/rep
ort/breach-of-covid-19-restrictions/
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Constituents stage empty plates protest outside
Empty plates conveying messages to Kingswood MP
Chris Skidmore, who voted against extending free school
meals over the school holidays, were left outside his
constituency office in Hanham on Friday.
The lunchtime event was organised by constituents Jess
Sharratt and Kate Reed who also encouraged people to bring
along non-perishable food items to be distributed to food
banks in the constituency.
A total of 322 Conservative MPs voted against the
Opposition Day motion last month. Comments on the plates
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left outside Mr Skidmore’s High Street office included:
“Dear Chris, no child in Bristol should go hungry in Bristol
in 2020. It’s a disgrace.”
Another said: “We are standing together and helping every
child eat but we haven’t and won’t forget what you’ve done.”
“Subsidize MPs good. Starve the children! What kind of
country is this?” was another of the messages.
Jess Sharratt, from Kingswood, who is a former teacher, said:
“We decided to do this because we are just so angry at the
recent vote to deny support for children with their free school

meals through half term and Christmas.
“We are living through a global pandemic, so many people
have lost their jobs, and it seems like a fundamental need that
is not being met. Feeding our children doesn’t seem like a
controversial thing to ask for. It is a choice that the
Government have made.”
Co-organiser Kate Reed, who is a teacher at Oasis Academy
in Brislington, said: “We’ve got a huge deprivation level
there with nearly 50% of the students who are entitled to free
school meals.
“I am the eldest of six children from a single parent family,
living in social housing until I went to university, and I was
a recipient of free school meals all my life. I know how that
was for my Mum to have to make ends meet when the
holidays were in place.
“I couldn’t believe it when they voted against free school
meals for people who don’t really have a voice, so I thought
it was really important that we spoke out for them.”
Also attending the protest was Suzanne Williams, from
Mangotsfield, who is also a teacher in Bristol. She said the
reason she was attending was that about 10 years ago her
children had free school meals for quite a while. She said she
feels for families struggling in the pandemic and added: “I
know that if you actually help people you get a lot back. I
was helped by the state all those years ago and now I’m a
full-time teacher, I pay tax and I’m giving back, but I
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MP’s office
couldn’t have managed without the help.”
The organisers say they informed Mr Skidmore they would
be coming but he had told them he couldn’t make it.
We have asked him if he wishes to respond to the protest.
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Why I voted against free schools meals motion
MP Luke Hall took to Facebook last
Thursday to explain to his constituents
why he didn’t support the free schools
meal motion in Parliament.
The Conservative who represents the
Thornbury & Yate constituency,
which includes Pucklechurch and
Wick, said that instead he “supported
a different system of providing
support to vulnerable children and
families, which I believe is much
more effective”.
He said: “Free school meals are
intended to support children while
they are learning and 99 per cent of
schools are now back open. During
the holidays, families must have a
robust safety net, which can help them
cope with the extra pressures of
coronavirus. At the start of the
pandemic, key benefits were boosted
by over £1,000 per year for 12
months, part of a £9.3bn increase to
the welfare safety net.
“Councils have also been given £63m
to help those families most in need,

including supplying food if that is
appropriate, and where appropriate,
providing support above and beyond
the level of free school meals. South
Gloucestershire Council received
£210,924.38, to help vulnerable
families with food, meals and
essentials.”
He added that the council was using
Government funding to work with
community-based organisations and
local school leaders to offer support
for families over half-term, which was
a much more targeted measure.
Mr Hall said Government is also
strengthening welfare support to
provide the right safety net for those
who need it the most. And he urged
anybody concerned about whether
they are getting the right level of
support to contact him.
There was a mixed response to his
statement. Former South Glos Tory
councillor Rob Creer said he agreed
with the MP: “Involving local
councils to tailor response is the right

Luke Hall

thing to do, however the Government
has dropped the ball on how to
articulate the situation and as such I
don’t blame people for feeling angry
at the way this has been handled.”
Another constituent told Mr Hall: “At
the end of the day you can't have been
blind to the mood of the nation. You
represent us the people. The people
are not happy with how you all
voted.”
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LETTERS
Praise for kind
supermarket staff

Support for climate
campaigners

Dear Editor

Dear Editor

I would like to thank all the staff at

I fully support the local members of

Sainsbury’s in Kings Chase Shopping Centre

Extinction Rebellion who sought Jacob Rees-

in Kingswood for their support, patience and

Mogg’s support for the Climate and

kindness over the last nine months.

Ecological Emergency Bill.

I know that the NHS has been very busy and

I was also interested to read the report

working hard since the COVID virus.

highlighted in last week Letters page. The

However, all the retail staff have also worked

Environmental Performance Index Report

relentlessly to help the general public day in,

paints a damning picture of the UK’s poor

day out. Once again, a huge thank you from a

record on combating climate breakdown. Out

very grateful customer.

of 180 countries, the UK is 143 (and falling)

Teresa Morris

on biodiversity; 117 (and falling) for tree loss,

from the top of Bath Hill towards Barclays at

feels the need to help, they should give them

the height of the day.

vouchers for specific foods like bread, milk,

Apart from that one incident, it was nice to

fruit, etc. so they can't use them for fags and

feel safe and relaxed while doing my

scratch cards, and run some classes in schools

shopping. For those who simply associate the

or as free adult education about budgeting and

closure with a downturn in trade, there is a far

cooking as they don't seem to be able to do

more obvious explanation which sadly has no

either. But I expect that would be against their

quick solution. If making the high street a

human rights or something ridiculous.

more attractive place to visit was the reason

I do realise that there are genuine cases of real

for removing traffic, then last week it certainly

poverty, but the vast majority do not fall into

worked.

this category, and throwing money at this

D. Jones

problem won't solve it. Nor will it solve the
problem of child obesity.
Name & address supplied

and 124 out of 180 for greenhouse gases per

Only a few cases are
genuine poverty

Concern for Stockwood

head of population. Not only that, this doesn’t

Dear Editor

Dear Editor

take into account the UK”s true carbon

I wholeheartedly agree with last week's letter

We don’t want Bath’s
waste in Keynsham

Regarding the letter in Issue 650 – Keeping

footprint as a further half of the sources comes

about the current hoo-ha about free meals for

Dear Editor

Stockwood Safe, by Sam Fox. We have lived

from international travel and from the carbon

kids during school holidays. As usual, people

I agree with recent comments in The Week In

in Stockwood for over 60 years, the best area

produced to make goods which are then

have jumped on the bandwagon in defence of

(Letters, Issue 651) that additional A4 traffic

in Bristol. There is nothing better than

imported into the UK and used here.

these ‘poor hungry children in poverty’ and

created by lorries in the vicinity of the current

enjoying the panorama looking out over the

Kingswood Climate Action Group is a local

put the blame solely on the Government.

B&NES

city on a nice day. There was a time that

group that is once again hoping to plant tree

Firstly, if our benefits system is so terrible,

unacceptable, especially with the new housing

people were kind, reliable and trustworthy. It

saplings in the local area this coming winter.

why are people always trying to get to the UK

developments in the area. I believe that waste

was safe for children and you could walk

Anyone interested in helping to reverse tree

by any means necessary (and illegally) to get

should be managed and processed where it is

freely. But today, people seem to have an

loss,

to the promised land of benefits, where the

generated so it remains visible to those who

attitude problem. People have moved in to

action@gmail.com

streets are paved with gold?

generate the waste, in their own back yard.

their own bubble and just think about

K Gadsden

Secondly, if you choose to have children, why

So, what is the real motivation behind making

do you expect the rest of us to pay for them

this move? Maybe it’s the profit from the sale

please

email

kingswoodclimate

themselves. It’s a job sometimes to walk on

recycling

centre

will

be

the pavement because of a car parked or a

Keynsham High Street

through our taxes? You already get Child

of the land for development, and to remove

lorry blocking an entrance. Then you get the

Dear Editor

Benefit as a minimum, plus all those other

the nuisance site from Bath and the adjacent

bikers riding up and down the hills. When you

With a damp and miserable half-term holiday,

benefits outlined in the previous letter if you

newly

say something, all you get is a load of mouth

it did appear last week that Keynsham High

are in need. Thirdly, all these families manage

apartments and luxurious homes. The

which really shows their upbringing. Then

Street was busy last week – almost back to the

to find the money for top-notch mobile phones

developers must be very thankful to Bath &

there are the people who don’t care about the

levels before lockdown.

with contracts, Sky TV, all the latest gadgets,

North East Somerset Council for finally

rubbish they leave behind – beer cans, crisp

And what a pleasure it was to see everyone -

and probably buy cigarettes, alcohol, and

getting rid of this carbuncle on the Riverside.

packets and even babies’ nappies.

children and families – spreading out to use

gamble, as well as affording holidays, but

I await the Environmental Impact Report and

the whole of the space available to them with

somehow can't find a few quid to make their

Impact Assessment with interest. Meanwhile

not leave your door open. These people do not

the street pedestrianised during the day.

kids a sandwich and give them a piece of fruit

Keynsham no doubt will then pick up all the

deserve being up here. The volunteers who

There is still work to be done. It is clear from

for lunch; no, they don't know how to or care

Bath waste and rubbish and the associated

comments in your pages that disabled drivers

to budget. So it isn't poverty at all. I see them

issues of noise, traffic, pollution and on-street

recognition for the good job they do.

are not aware of the spaces that have been

all in Greggs buying the kids unhealthy

parking of employees for the next 40 years.

I still love Stockwood but it is not the same as

created for their vehicles outside Fear Hall.

lunches (and throwing the bags on the floor)

Come on councillors, stand up for our town.

And it was a bit of a surprise to witness the

then ignoring the kids whilst they puff away,

Find a more suitable site in Bath.

bank security van using the bus gate to turn

staring at their mobiles. If the Government

John Kiely

Damaging benches, setting fires and you dare

clear up after these people need more

it was. The irresponsible people are to blame.
K Bradshaw
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Overnight resurfacing work on A431
The A431 Bath Road at Swineford will be
closed to traffic overnight next week for
long-awaited resurfacing works.
South Gloucestershire Council says the
work, which will involve removing the
existing surface, will create a significant
amount of noise.
The work will be carried out from 8pm to
6am from Monday 9th to Saturday 14th
November.
A signed diversion will be in place while the
road is closed and the council says it will
make every effort to ensure access to
properties is available where possible.

South Glos Council launches consultation on 2021/22 budget
South Gloucestershire residents, council tax and business rate
payers are being invited to have their say on the council’s
budget and council tax for 2021/22.
The council expects to spend in the region of £689m in the
next financial year on areas including schools, refuse
collection, street cleaning, planning, social care and road
maintenance. This budget is based on an assumed central
Government contribution of £77.5m towards general services
and £244.8m specifically for schools.
At this stage in the budget-setting process, the level of
funding to be made available through the Comprehensive
Spending Review is not yet known and major changes
planned to the Local Government Finance System in 2021/22
have been delayed due to the pandemic.
As such, the council says it has made sensible assumptions
based on the information available now, whilst taking into
account the current impact of COVID-19 being felt on
council tax and business rates.
The council is proposing to repeat last year’s council tax

increase of 1.99 per cent to help cover increased costs in
providing services, coupled with an adult social care precept
of 2 per cent should Government allow this flexibility to
continue in 2021/22.
It is anticipated that these changes will mean an increase of
approximately £61.78 per year in overall council tax bills
(equivalent to £5.13 per month) for a Band D household.
The council says: “By the end of 2021/22, we will have made
cumulative savings of over £100m in annual spending
through a range of efficiency measures. Wherever possible,
this work has prioritised protecting frontline services from
spending reductions, while delivering better value for money
to residents. Based on this approach, we are continuing to
implement a Transformation and Savings Programme to help
us meet the budget challenges ahead.”
It adds that even with the assumption that the full savings
plan is achieved, there is still a predicted budget gap
amounting to £22.5m by 2022/23: “This means that work is
ongoing to identify further potential savings in order to

Sudoku
1-Easy

balance the books and we continue to make the case to
Government for additional funding for areas of our work
where demand and costs of delivering those services
continues to rise significantly.”

How to have your say
People can share their views in the following ways:
• By email at consultation@southglos.gov.uk
• By completing a consultation survey, available to
complete online or download from the council website
at www.southglos.gov.uk/budget
• By writing to Freepost RTXL-YJXJ-BXEX, South
Gloucestershire Council, Corporate Research &
Consultation Team, Council offices, Badminton Road,
Yate, Bristol, BS37 5AF
• By calling 01454 868154
The consultation closes on 3rd January 2021.

SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 8th November

2 -Hard

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green
(10.30am-4pm)
Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm)
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)
Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park
(9.30am-4.30pm)
Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH
(10am-4pm)
Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)
Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds
(10am-4pm)
Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway
(11am-5pm)

The Week in • Wednesday 4th November 2020

9

Full steam ahead as heritage railway wins wrangle
Avon Valley Heritage Railway Trust has been told it can
continue to fire up steam locomotives on public open days
from 6am after winning a certificate of lawfulness.
The heritage railway at Bitton had been told by an
enforcement officer at South Gloucestershire Council that
there had been complaints and it was breaching a planning
condition by tending to locomotives early in the morning.
On operating days, volunteer staff arrive before 6am to begin
preparation of the locomotives and undertake other
preparatory tasks at the station, which take around three
hours. After receiving declarations received from several
volunteers demonstrating that for a period in excess of at least

Crossword

25 years, staff arrive at the station on operating days and
prepare locomotives before 6am, the council acknowledged:
“Sufficient evidence has been submitted to prove that, on the
balance of probability, the applicant has been in continuous
breach of the condition for a period of 10 years or more and

enough steam by 10am, is not a breach of the existing
permission.”
And Siston Parish Council had said it was “disappointed” to
learn that a planning officer viewed an earlier planning
condition as prohibiting all site operations before 9am,

is therefore immune from enforcement action.”
Bitton Parish Council had supported the railway’s
application, saying: “For over 30 years the AVR has not
opened up to the public till 9am nor have trains run before
10am. Attendance on site by a handful of volunteers at 6am
to light the fire in the steam engine, in order that the
temperature in the boiler rises enough so that it provides

whereas they know essential firing up of steam locomotives
had taken place on permitted days for over 30 years without
any sort of complaints: “It is felt that any enforced change to
the long-established process of firing up these engines could
seriously impact on this highly valued leisure amenity and
tourist attraction which, like the nearby Kingswood Heritage
Museum, is viewed as being a major asset to people of South
Gloucestershire.”
AVR also had the support of the two councillors who
represent Bitton on South Gloucestershire Council, Erica
Williams and Paul Hughes.
The railway had warned that if the engine crew could no
longer carry out tasks from around 6am, it would mean a
reduction in the number of train trips it could run, which
would significantly affect the financial viability of the
operation.

ACROSS

DOWN

2. Topic (7)

1. Female horse (4)

7. Anger (4)

2. Chair (4)

8. US state (4)

3. Reserved (6)

9. Loving (7)

4. Wears away (6)

10. Religious order (4)

5. Fling (4)

12. Hotpot (4)

6. Long (4)

15. German
composer (5)

10. Extend (7)

17. Bellowed (6)

13. Hard work (7)

18. Fodder (6)

14. Garlands (7)

19. Uproar (6)

15. Open country (5)

21. Geometric line (6)

16. Mature (5)

22. Fiend (5)

20. Great fear (6)

23. Belonging to a
woman (4)

21. Soft metallic
element (6)

26. Aid to the poor (4)

24. Nervous (4)

28. Sooner (7)

25. Ooze (4)

29. Fever (4)

26. Waterless (4)

30. Graven image (4)

27. Open to debate (4)

31. Egyptian
monument (7)
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11. Sweet talker (7)

Christmas present appeal
The Salvation Army in Staple Hill have launched their
Christmas present appeal.
They say: “Last Christmas the community of Staple Hill
and beyond got really behind this, so much so that we
were able to deliver over 500 new Christmas toys to
children in the locality - children and families who
would otherwise have had nothing to open at Christmas.
“We are again in partnership with South Glos Social
Services and the need is greater than ever. We have
several obvious challenges to overcome this year but we
are determined.”
The deadline for donations is Monday 7th December.
Find out more at https://www.staplehillsa.uk/ or call
0117 9569733.
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Rental e-scooters
scheme starts in
Bristol and Bath
E-scooters are now available to hire in
Bath and Bristol as part of a trial led by
the West of England Combined Authority
(WECA).
West of England Mayor Tim Bowles and
Dine Romero, leader of Bath & North East
Somerset Council, along with Voi
Technology, the UK’s leading e-scooter
operator, launched the new regional scheme
at Bath’s Royal Crescent last week.
Over the next 12 months, residents and
visitors will be able to hire an e-scooter for
their commute to work or for travelling
around the cities. The new carbon-neutral escooters will also take pressure off public
transport, helping people travel in a sociallydistant manner and leaving their cars behind.
Voi will create more than 60 jobs in the
region during the trial, which is being led by
WECA in partnership with local councils.
The trial will be extended to South
Gloucestershire.
Mr Bowles said: “With social distancing in
place on public transport, our e-scooter trial
is a chance for us to try a new, low carbon
way to get our region moving, particularly
up and down the big hills we have both in
Bristol and Bath.”
Initially, there will be 100 Voi scooters
available in Bristol and 50 available to hire
in Bath with more set to be introduced over
time. E-scooters will be available to unlock
for £1 and cost 20p per minute. There is also
a variety of subscriptions available, as well
as discounted passes for students, key
workers, and those on low incomes. To ride
a Voi e-scooter, a user must have a
provisional driving licence and be aged at
least 18 .Riders can download the Voi app for
free in the Apple App Store or Google Play.

Dine Romero said: “We are committed to
reducing dependence on cars by encouraging
the use of low-carbon, convenient ways to
travel in our towns and city. Many short
journeys which could often be made on foot
or by bike are usually made by car, so the
availability of other options will help people
make small changes to the way they travel.”
Marvin Rees, the Mayor of Bristol, said: “Escooters are a great way to travel and will
provide a low-emission option in Bristol,
alongside our improvements to buses and
walking and cycling routes across the city
and plans for a mass transit system. These
options are more important than ever during
the pandemic with reduced capacity on
public transport and will contribute to a more
sustainable and connected future for Bristol.”
South Gloucestershire Council’s Cabinet
Member for Regeneration, Environment &
Strategic Infrastructure, Steve Reade, said:
“It’s great to see the West of England escooter trial officially launched and I look
forward to the trial extending into South
Gloucestershire.
“It’s exciting to see innovative technologies,
such as this, offering people alternatives to
driving.”
WECA and Voi will continue to work closely
with groups representing vulnerable road
users – including the RNIB, Age UK and
Disabilities Move UK - to ensure the needs
of vulnerable groups are carefully considered
during the trial.
Scooters will feature copper tape on the
handlebars, which reduces the risk of
contamination by viruses and bacteria. All
scooters will be disinfected every 24 hours,
and Voi will provide COVID-19 advice and
information via the app.

Events firm lands permission
to use Boeing 727 as office
An events company has been granted
planning permission to put a redundant
Boeing 727 next to its premises on an
industrial estate in Brislington.
Pytch Ltd, based at 21-23 Bonville Road,
will use the fuselage as extra office space
and as a meeting room.
Extending off from the two spaces at
either end of the fuselage are two storage
areas, one at the front of the plane, which
is more open, and the second at the rear,
providing a kitchenette and toilets.
Bristol City Council’s planning officer

said: “By its very nature it would be a
large, imposing and incongruous
development.
“However, the surrounds are dominated
by large industrial sheds and therefore the
site is capable of accommodating the
fuselage without resulting in harm to the
character and appearance of the area.”
The plane will be transported in a single
piece on its journey to Bonville Road. It
will go on top of shipping containers
which are already on the site and are used
for storage.

Six weeks of roadworks
in Mangotsfield
Roadworks were due to begin this week at
the junction of Cossham Street and
Elmleigh Road in Mangotsfield.
A raised table is being installed and South
Gloucestershire Council says the project
is scheduled to take six weeks.
Elmleigh Road at the Cossham Street end
only will be closed during the works; the
council says rear access to Elmleigh
Avenue properties will be maintained
except for one day towards the end of the

scheme which affected residents will be
notified of closer to the time.
During the closure of Elmleigh Road,
residents will be able to access the area
either from the Richmond Road end
which will remain open or from Oaklands
Road. There will be a road closure on
Cossham Street for one day at the end the
six weeks. Shuttle signals will be in
operation on Cossham Street for the rest
of the works.

Foodbank says thank you
to Sainsbury’s shoppers

From left: Lucy Yu of Voi Technology, Tim Bowles & Dine Romero
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Customers at Sainsbury’s Emersons Green
store have donated over five tonnes of
food items so far this year to the Resound
Foodbank. The donation drop-off point at
the store accounted for 36% of all
donations received by the Mangotsfieldbased foodbank between January and

October. The joint coordinators, Claire
and Steve, have thanked all those who
have helped and stress that with Christmas
coming and more restrictions on
movement, the role that Sainsbury’s has
played so far will become even more
important in the coming weeks.
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Youths spark ASB and
social distancing concerns
Concerns have been raised about youths
gathering near the bench at the rear of
Ferndale Avenue, next to Longwell Green
Community Centre.
Oldland Parish Council, which installed the
bench earlier this year at the request of
residents, says it is concerned about reports of
anti-social behaviour (ASB) and about blatant
disregard for social distancing.
The bench has been there for about six months
and there were no issues over the summer. But
the council received complaints from residents
via Cllr Christine Price, who represents
Longwell Green on South Gloucestershire
Council, about youths congregating there.
Police recently dispersed a group noisy who
were causing a nuisance and dropping litter, as
well as being in serious breach of social
distancing guidelines.
South Glos Council’s Anti-Social Behaviour
Team has also been involved and the question
of asking the parish council to remove the
bench has been raised. The parish council says
this would be a last resort.
• Independent of the ASB issues, an outreach
project has been set up between the parish
council and Creative Youth Network (CYN) in
and around the basketball court area at the rear
of the community centre. However, with new
lockdown restrictions, CYN said it would be
letting young people know the changes it would
be making to activities and sessions.

Teenagers flee after attempted break-in
Three teenage boys were disturbed as they tried to
gain entry to a garage in Abbots Avenue in
Hanham at approximately 11.30pm on Thursday 22nd
October.
They damaged the tiles and felt of the roof as they made a
hole in it before running off in the direction of Whittucks
Road.
Meanwhile a shed on Woodyleaze Drive in Hanham was
broken into between midnight and 9am on Wednesday

28th October. The offenders made a hole in the roof to
check the contents before forcing the door and stealing a
Giant Defy 2 pushbike.
The shed next door was also broken into due the same time
span, most likely by the same culprits. A burgundy Raleigh
Racer touring bicycle was stolen.
If you have any information regarding any of these
incidents contact the police on 101. Alternatively call
Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111.

Christmas lights appeal
The Friends of Hollway Road Shops in Stockwood are
looking to put up Christmas lights around the shopping
area and have started an appeal.
“After this year, we believe that keeping our community
spirit strong is vital, and so we hope that this display will
bring some joy to people in Stockwood.
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“The funds will be used to purchase Christmas lights, and
we will work with local shops and residents to display
them.” So far over £100 has been raised of the £150 target
on GoFundMe. There are also collection buckets in local
shops including Mario’s Café, Stockwood Post Office,
Bavetta Jones Barbers and L&S Discounts Ltd.
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Spotlight on Kingswood
Park during pandemic

From left, councillors Rachael Hunt, Brenda Langley & June Bamford

Hanham play area reopens
after £90,000 makeover
A children’s play area in Hanham has
reopened after a major refurbishment.
Greenbank Road Play Area has been
completely redesigned, supported by a public
consultation with residents last year.
Alongside improvements to the layout and
access, the play equipment is almost entirely
brand new and there is a new solid rubber
floor.
The £90,000 upgrade has been funded by
South Gloucestershire Council, including
through developer contributions, and also
includes a new picnic bench and open space
outside the play area, as well as landscaping.
As part of its planning permission for the
Abbotswood development in Greenbank

Road, Bellway Homes agreed to contribute
funding to local public open spaces,
including towards outdoor sports facilities at
Greenbank Road playing field and local play
area provision.
Local councillors June Bamford, Brenda
Langley and Jason Pearce have thanked all
members of the community who gave their
input into the designs through the
consultation.
Cllr Rachael Hunt, South Glos Cabinet
Member for Communities & Local Place,
said: “It is fantastic to see campaigning by
Hanham’s councillors come to fruition,
particularly in a way that will benefit so
many young people.”

South Gloucestershire Council
and the Friends of Kingswood
Park are applying for a National
Lottery Heritage Fund grant
which, if approved, will be used
to restore and regenerate
Kingswood Park but COVID-19
has meant the application has
been deferred to 2021.
The council and Friends say that
to ensure their application is up
to date they want to know what
Kingswood Park has meant to
people during lockdown and
social distancing restrictions.
In a new survey, people who use the park are asked the main reasons for visiting it during
the pandemic and whether they have been using it more or less than before.
The survey also asks to what extent people rate Kingswood Park as important to their
wellbeing and quality of life.
You can complete the survey at https://bit.ly/2IYg8lI
The closing date is 31st December.

Situations Vacant

Plans to turn empty shop into a flat
South Gloucestershire Council has received
prior notification of plans to turn a former
convenience store in a rank of shops in
Kingswood into a flat.
The application from Mr J Gentry says the
premises at 135 Station Road is not in a key
shopping area and has been available for rent

for more than a year with no interest.
He adds that there are a number of shops
within the rank which adequately serve the
community.
The planning reference is P20/21041/PNRR.
The deadline for comments is Friday 20th
November.

Festival committee’s AGM
The Mangotsfield Festival Committee are
inviting people to take part in the annual
general meeting which will be held online.
The committee had to cancel this year’s
event in June because of the pandemic and
set a provisional date of 12th June for the
2021 festival.

The committee are looking for supporters
and anyone interested is asked to join the
AGM on Tuesday 17th November at 8pm by
Zoom. To find out how to take part email
chair@mangotsfieldfestival.co.uk
You can also find out more by visiting
www.facebook.com/mangofest/

The Week in • Wednesday 4th November 2020

13

Sudoku Solutions
1-Easy

Crossword Solution

2-Hard

Service Directory
Aerials

Architectural
Services

Carpet Cleaning

Dog Walking

Garden Services

Chimney Sweeps

Guttering

Handyman
Electrical

Blinds

Appliances

Home Help

Computers

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
14

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM
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Service Directory
Home
Maintenance

Locksmiths

Plumbing

Sewing Lessons

Telephone
Engineers

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more
Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs

£21.00

Roofing

Painting
& Decorating

+ VAT
Waste Disposal

D.JAMES DECORATING
36 Years’ Experience
Qualified tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902/
01275 831696
Or visit our website
www.djamesdecorating.com

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

Rubbish
Clearance

Adverts cost £4.20 per

Cheap and fast

centimetre (min 5cm)

We load and clear any
household, garden,
garage and shed
clearance
Free estimates
Fully licensed
85% recycled

Call 0117 9373009
at anytime to book

The more weeks you
book the cheaper
each insertion
becomes

1 week - £21
2 weeks - £18.90
4 wk - £17.85
6 wk - £16.80
8 wk - £15.75

Tree Services

12 wk - £14.70
Plumbing

26 wk - £13.65
52 wk - £12.60
All prices per week
exc VAT

An advert
like this costs
DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

£21.00
+ VAT
per insert

An advert
like this costs

Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks

£21.00
+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks
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THE WEEK IN
adverts
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0117 986 0381

Wigs

You don't have to book
successive weeks.
You can choose
fortnightly, monthly
or specific insertion
dates as long as the
total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.
Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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