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Local communities including businesses and councils

have stepped up to offer free meals to children in need

this half-term holiday.

The outpouring of support follows last week’s vote in

Parliament against an extension of the free school meals

programme to cover the school holidays until Easter 2021.

The Opposition Day motion had the support of

Manchester United footballer Marcus Rashford following

his intervention earlier this year which resulted in a

Government U-turn over the provision of free school

meals over the summer holidays. 

North East Somerset MP Jacob Rees-Mogg, Kingswood

MP Chris Skidmore and Luke Hall (Thornbury & Yate)

didn’t stray from the Conservative Party line, while East

Bristol MP Kerry McCarthy and her three Bristol

colleagues followed the Labour Party whip. Although the

motion was also supported by the Lib Dem and nationalist

parties, the Government majority ensured it was defeated.

Among the many local businesses that have come forward

to offer free meals for vulnerable children this week is The

Crown Inn in Keynsham. Some people have asked if they

can donate to help cover costs and within just three days

a JustGiving page raised over £1,300.  

Free hot meals for children are also available at Temple

Street Canteen in Keynsham which has extended its

‘suspended coffee’ initiative to include the children’s

menu for customers who wish to help out.

Lyde Green café Coffee at Lyde has teamed up with Lyde

Green Community Association to offer a free packed

lunch meal via an online voucher system. And in Hanham,

George’s Fish & Chips is offering free children’s meals

today (Wednesday) and Thursday from 5pm to 7pm in a

no-strings-attached offer.

The Lodekka pub at Brislington said: “The team love what

Marcus Rashford is attempting to do to support kids from

low income families and we would like to do our bit to

help support anyone who is struggling.” Families needing

a hot meal for their children are urged to get in touch.

B&NES Council and partners held emergency talks on

Monday and Kevin Guy, Cabinet Member for Children’s

Services, said: “We pledged that no hungry child will slip

between the net. The Government allocated funds earlier

this year under the COVID-19 local authority emergency

assistance grant for food and essential supplies, but this

did not cover free school meals. This means that as a

council we have got to find additional funding to pay for

free school meal vouchers to cover the holidays. We are

actively looking at doing this and we will continue to

lobby Government for funding to meet these additional

costs to cover support for the 4,000 children in B&NES

who need our help.”

In South Gloucestershire, 4,212 children are eligible to

receive free school meals. On Monday evening the council

announced that to help keep children at risk of going

hungry fed this week, it had focused its Emergency

Assistance Grant funding to ensure that families in need

have access to food. It is also incorporating some of the

£2m un-ringfenced Government funding received last

week to spend on local priorities. 

Families eligible for free school meals can apply for a

payment card by visiting the One Stop Shops or calling

01454 868009. Successful applicants will receive a card

within 48 hours with £20 for meals for a week for their

children that can be used in main supermarkets and other

retail outlets. The council is also working with local

suppliers, alongside schools, to provide food parcels for

those eligible for free school meals.

Meanwhile Mayor of Bristol Marvin Rees said the city

was stepping up yet again - in partnership with Feeding

Bristol and Fare Share South West - in the absence of

Government support to make sure a food safety net is in

place.

Communities rally to provide free children’s meals
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A 25-year-old Bitton man was jailed last week for three

years and nine months at Bristol Crown Court after

admitting raping a woman following a party.

Michael Stephen Smith, of High Street, Bitton, attempted to

have sex with the victim while she was asleep following a

party on 26th August 2017. The victim woke up and made it

clear she didn’t want to have sex, but Smith went on to rape

her. He was so concerned the victim would report him to the

police that he called first to claim she was harassing him by

making false allegations that he had sexually assaulted her.

In a statement read during the sentencing hearing last

Tuesday, the victim described how she’d been left in a state

of disbelief by the rape and didn’t want to accept what had

happened to her.

She wrote: “Being raped has left me isolated from the world,

like no one understood how I was feeling. I don’t want to

address what happened to me, so I feel more comfortable

putting on a brave face or putting my head in the sand.

“After a little while, I couldn’t forget about it and I eventually

admitted to myself what he’d actually done to me…I then

started to feel a mixture of emotions. I initially felt numb,

like I had no feelings within myself, I just didn’t care about

anything. I then felt ashamed and guilty for allowing it to

happen to myself.”

She added: “I do feel now the criminal justice process is over,

I feel more positive about speaking about this and I will be

seeking support because I cannot continue in the way which

this has impacted on me.”

Investigating officer Carl Spicer said: “As well as calling the

police to claim the victim was making false allegations

against him, Michael Smith also confided to colleagues that

he was concerned the victim would report him. His

colleagues were so concerned at what he’d disclosed, they

also contacted the police.

“We contacted the victim, who confirmed what happened to

her. After being arrested, Smith told officers the sex was

consensual and claimed the conversation he’d had with

colleagues had been ‘misinterpreted’.

“His mobile phone was seized which provided evidence of

his admissions to the offence, as well as unrelated videos

classified as extreme pornography.

“Due to the weight of evidence against him, he admitted one

count of rape and four counts of possessing an extreme

pornographic image at an earlier court hearing.

“We’d like to commend the absolute bravery of the victim

in disclosing to us the awful events of that night, for trusting

us to seek justice for her, and for engaging with the criminal

justice process. Without her unfaltering support, it’s unlikely

that Smith would have appeared before a court for his

offending.

“Investigations such as this are always challenging, but we

welcome the custodial sentence given to Smith and hope this

gives other victims of rape and sexual assault the confidence

to come forward.”

• If you’ve been a victim of sexual abuse, recent or non-

recent, you don’t have to speak to the police. You can self-

refer to The Bridge, a Sexual Assault Referral Centre

available 24/7 365 days a year. You can contact The Bridge

online or call 0117 3426999.

Bitton man jailed for raping
woman after a party Michael Smith



An environmental report about the

potential operations of a controversial

new waste-to-power plant near Keynsham

says it won’t have a major impact on local

roads.

The Resourceful Earth plant at the old Queen

Charlton quarry site at Charlton Field Lane

closed three years ago when administrators

were appointed.

Planning permission was granted in 2014 by

B&NES Council for a renewable energy

anaerobic digester (AD) plant but works to

finalise it weren’t completed and much of the

existing development was not constructed in

accordance with the planning permission.

Last year a company called Resourceful

Earth Anaerobic Ltd submitted new plans to

B&NES for an AD plant to produce biogas

to generate renewable electricity,  increasing

capacity from the approved 25,000 tonnes of

organic material per annum at the site to

92,000 tonnes, and revising the layout and

design of the existing plant.

The plans sparked concerns from residents

and local councillors, including about bad

smells affecting thousands of Keynsham

homes and a surge in traffic, and a campaign

group called POKE (Protect Our Keynsham

Environment) was set up.

In June of this year, the council planning

officer handling the case advised the

developers’ agents that the application

should be withdrawn and resubmitted to

address outstanding matters, including

impact assessments and an environment

statement.

A lengthy environmental scoping report has

now been prepared by consultants Royal

HaskoningDHV for a company by the name

of Resourceful Energy Anaerobic Ltd and

submitted to B&NES.

The document says that the annual average
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‘No highways reason 

Grimsbury Road in Kingswood was closed between the junction with the A420 and

Orchard Vale this week while South Gloucestershire Council moves the ‘Give Way’

markings forward to improve visibility at the junction with the main road.

Junction works

Issues with anti-social behaviour (ASB) at the newly refurbished play park in Chiltern

Close at Warmley were highlighted at the recent meeting of Bitton Parish Council.

There have been reports of more than 30 youths gathering there and there is graffiti on

some of the new play equipment.

The local police beat team and the Anti-Social Behaviour Team at South Gloucestershire

Council are working together to tackle the problem.

ASB problems at play park
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daily traffic (AADT) data has been “more

realistically presented” than in the transport

assessment that was prepared for the

planning application. 

It says day-to-day operations will generate

an AADT of 35 two-way movements - a

reduction on the 56 two-way movements

submitted in the transport assessment, and

within the maximum allowable heavy

commercial vehicle movements established

in the 2014 consent. 

It adds: “However, given that the process of

anaerobic digestion is subject to multiple

variables, it would be preferable to secure a

modest uplift to the maximum allowable

trips conditioned by any consent on this

scheme, to allow for some operational

flexibility at the site.”

With proposed changes to the adjoining

highway network, namely amending the

junction of Charlton Field Lane with

Charlton Road to improve access

arrangements to the site, “it is concluded that

the proposed development does not result in

‘severe’ residual impacts and there is

therefore no highways basis for the reason

why the development should not proceed”.

The report also highlights that

the old quarry area would be

used for landscaping and

ecological enhancements.

Addressing potential odour

impacts, it says they will be

evaluated quantitatively using

atmospheric dispersion

modelling software.

And there is this warning in

the report: “Without the

proposed development, the site

would continue to remain

dormant and economically

unviable as a business. In

addition, issues with run-off

from the existing development

and quarry area would

continue, presenting flooding

hazards and associated road safety issues on

Charlton Road during, or subsequent to,

periods of heavy rainfall. The proposed

development would address these issues.”

This week Kerry Morgan, who chairs POKE,

said: “It is clear that many people share

POKE’s concerns about the possibility of a

noisy industrial AD plant that will create bad

smells, more HGV vehicles, increased dust

and unhealthy spores right across Keynsham

and the surrounding area.” 

POKE says it wants transparency and

openness which can only be achieved by

way of a new planning application: “Trying

to push through an old unlawful application

using a slightly new company name does not

fool anyone. In fact, it raises suspicion that

business self-interest, not public good, is the

true motive. POKE is not prepared to ignore

the harm and environmental damage this

industrial AD plant will cause to Keynsham

and surrounding communities.”

To find out more visit facebook.com/

protectourkeynshamenvironment 

• The report is on the B&NES planning

portal – search for 20/03815/SCOPE.

to turn down new waste power plant’
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The manager of Kings Chase Shopping

Centre says they are doing their best to

ensure social distancing in the precinct.

It follows concerns raised at last Tuesday’s

online Kingswood Community Engagement

Forum when two residents said they can feel

uncomfortable walking through the centre

because of having to navigate around traders,

including the meat wagon, greengrocer and

stalls selling jewellery, bags and hot food.

One of them questioned whether a one-way

system could be introduced as at Yate

Shopping Centre.

After the meeting we raised their concerns

with the new manager of the centre, Pete

Parkinson.

He said that a one-way system is not possible

at Kings Chase as there are two entrances to

the precinct and it would cause more

problems.

He pointed out that with footfall down 48%

on last year because of COVID, there are far

fewer visitors. He said he has received no

complaints about social distancing and

pointed out that not all the stalls are there

every day. There are queuing systems in

shops and advisory signs; meanwhile the

toys and sweet machines have been

removed.

Mr Parkinson added that face coverings are

being worn by 95% of people as they move

around the precinct.

If the security guards see groups gathering,

they ask them to separate, he added. 

‘We’re doing our best
to keep customers safe’

Of the many community-based group

activities to fall victim to COVID-19

restrictions this year, the Good Afternoon

Choir sessions in our local area were

among the hardest hit.

Bath music man Grenville Jones had built

his weekly Good Afternoon Choirs across

the West Country prior to lockdown with

more than 900 singers. These included

Keynsham, Frome, Yeovil, Wells and

North Somerset. 

So he launched his weekly online

rehearsals - via YouTube - alternating

weekly with conductors Ben England,

from Bristol, and Matt Finch, from Bath.

Grenville said: “Hundreds join us each

week and ‘sofa singing’ in your own home

is reaching out and helping many who are

isolated and desperately missing their live

choir singing with their friends. We send

out the music and the YouTube link each

Wednesday.

“We have additional members who have

joined us from across the UK in South

Wales, Tyne and Wear, Dorset,

Hertfordshire, Shrewsbury and

Southampton, as well as Stateside from

Boston to Chicago, and in Canada,

Germany and across Australia.”

The online choir will soon start working

on a Christmas concert with carols for

everyone to sing at home.

“One day we will again start to sing in live

rehearsals but until that time we have to

use the internet options to keep people

together making music,” said Grenville.

Still making music together
despite the pandemic
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Courtney Primary School in

Kingswood will have a new headteacher

next term.

After delaying her retirement to help steer

the school through the challenges

presented by the pandemic, well-respected

head Deborah Wood has finally decided

she will leave in December.

From January, Georgina Scott will take

the helm at Courtney. Currently the

executive headteacher of Moorlands

School Federation (Infant and Junior

School) in Bath, Ms Scott will be

returning to work in Bristol where her

previous posts have included St

Werburghs Primary and Summerhill

Academy in St George.

Courtney Primary School is currently

over-subscribed and has a reputation for

providing a broad education for its pupils.

Ms Scott said: “I am excited about the

new venture and look forward to working

in the local area.”

New head appointed at
Kingswood primary school

A challenge to South Gloucestershire Council’s decision

to refuse planning permission for four houses in the

grounds of a large house in Warmley has been dismissed

by a planning inspector.

After the council threw out the bid to secure outline

planning permission at Ashlands on London Road earlier

this year, the owner appealed to the Secretary of State.

The inspector backed the council’s decision, saying it

would be inappropriate development in the Green Belt

and would significantly harm its openness.

She said it was not a suitable location for housing as it

is outside the settlement boundary and within the

countryside for planning purposes, where new

development is strictly limited.

She added: “The appellant has not forwarded any very

special circumstances and I have found that there are no

other considerations, including the provision of four

houses in an accessible location, that clearly outweigh

the harm I have identified. Consequently, the very

special circumstances necessary to justify the

development do not exist.”

A previous outline application for nine homes on the site

was rejected by the council last year.

Housing appeal

is dismissed

Georgina Scott 



An attempt to ‘call in’ controversial plans for an artificial

grass pitch, spectator stands, fencing and new

floodlighting at the sports ground in Longwell Green, so

that a decision could be made in public by councillors,

was blocked..

Instead the plans for the site, home to Longwell Green Sports

Football Club, were officially approved under delegated

powers on Friday by a South Gloucestershire Council

planning officer. 

There had been a total of 72 objections, with concerns

including the erosion of public open space, back-to-back

bookings on the pitch, noise, more traffic and parking

problems, light pollution and flood risk. There were also 258

comments of support.

After Cllr Keith Burchell, who chairs the council’s

Development Management Committee, decided last week

not to allow the call-in on the grounds that there weren’t

robust enough planning reasons, there was anger and dismay.

Residents of Palmdale Close, whose homes back on to the

Shellards Road sports ground behind Longwell Green

Community Centre, have

been fighting the plans for

the site, which is leased

from the council. They

contacted South Glouces-

tershire councillor Alison

Evans on 12th October after

learning that the scheme

was being recommended for

approval.

Cllr Evans represents the

neighbouring Woodstock ward and also sits on Oldland

Parish Council, which in the summer acknowledged that the

proposals present a great opportunity for the community but

that local concerns needed to be heard and carefully

considered.

In asking for a call-in, she said that residents are very

concerned about the effect the development will have on their

lives and consider the proposals are contrary to council

planning policy: “Also, a similar application was made by

AEK-BOCO in Hanham. The residents there were able to put

their views and arguments to a committee, where they could

be fully and openly scrutinised. I believe that the same level

of democracy should be afforded to the residents of Longwell

Green.”

Her response to Cllr

Burchell’s decision came in

a Labour Group press

release last Wednesday.

However, they were forced

to issue a revised statement

after accusing council

leader Toby Savage, who is

the ward councillor for

Longwell Green, of having

an interest in the

application. 

Labour leader Pat Rooney said: “I wish to make it clear that

Cllr Toby Savage does not have an interest in the application

as we had previously believed. It was the chair of

Development Management who blocked residents from

having their say on the application. I apologise to Cllr Savage

for misrepresenting the situation and have revised our

statement accordingly.”

In the amended statement, Cllr Evans said: “I am very

disappointed that local democracy is being subverted and

local residents have not been able to have their say, even

though South Glos Council’s planning regulations allow

decisions to be ‘called in’ to be heard by our planning

committee. 

“On 12th October I was contacted by residents of Palmdale

Close and asked to call this decision in. They had contacted

their two Conservative ward councillors on South

Gloucestershire Council but had not received the support

they had been looking for and subsequently asked other

councillors to look at the application. 

“I informed Longwell Green councillors Toby Savage and

Christine Price that I had received a request to call in an

application in their ward and that I was inclined to do so as

the residents had a justified reason to have their voices heard.

Two days later I received an email from Cllr Price informing

me that she would call in the decision; however, she was too

late as I had already done this. 

“At the Oldland Parish Council meeting on 20th October Cllr

Savage informed the council that the calling-in of the

Longwell Green football application had been rejected by the

Conservative chair of the committee and that was the end of

the matter. 

“A couple of parish councillors questioned him on this and

stated their incredulity that the referral would not be going

before committee. When I also spoke of my disappointment

and shock that the application would not be looked at by the

committee, Cllr Savage accused me of playing politics, when

all I have been doing is trying to enable local residents to

have their say and play their full part in this decision.”

This week a Conservative Group spokesperson said: “The

position of the Labour Group is sadly laced with party

politics and a well-known general lack of support for any

investment in Longwell Green’s community facilities.

“Any decision to call in an application would be made by the

committee chair in consultation with the lead members for

all other parties, a recent change to our planning committee

system that was approved unanimously by all councillors. It

also requires the member making the request to provide

robust planning reasons to meet a set standard, which it was

concluded in this instance were lacking. 

“This is in part because the application had undergone

significant revision to address the concerns made by those
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According to a legal agreement, the Longwell Green

Memorial Hall and Playing Fields Association trustees are

obliged to have four members of South Gloucestershire

Council on the management association.

The supplemental agreement to the lease was drawn up

on 3rd January 2020. In it, the obligations of the trustees

include that they will “manage and maintain the premises

through a management committee consisting of twelve

members of whom six shall be members of Longwell

Green Memorial Hall and Playing Fields Association, four

shall be members of the council, one shall be a member

of Oldland Parish Council and one shall be a member of

Hanham Abbotts (sic) Parish Council.”

But no members of South Gloucestershire Council – staff

or councillors - have been appointed.

This week a South Gloucestershire Council spokesperson

told us “The lease and supplemental agreement were

signed on 3rd January. We’ve not yet received any request

to provide representatives to serve on the management

committee.”

Hanham Abbots Parish Council this week confirmed it

does not have a representative on the committee

either, and did not know that was a requirement of the

lease. 

Oldland Parish Council confirmed that it is represented on

the committee by Cllr Peter Barrett.

‘Missing members’ of
management committee

Controversy as sports plans are 

Toby Savage
Alison Evans



who responded to the consultation, demonstrating very

clearly that people had their say and had their concerns acted

upon. As with the overwhelming majority of people who

responded to the application, we now look forward to this

significant investment coming to Longwell Green.” 

Cllr Savage said he was pleased that “through negotiation,

sensible compromises have been made by the applicant that

listens to the concerns raised – removing the earth bund,

reducing the size of the fencing alongside conditions that

restrict usage and protect neighbouring residents. On balance,

this will be of significant benefit to Longwell Green.”

He added: “I have accepted an apology from the Labour

Group Leader for incorrect statements made about me in

connection to this application.”

The planning permission allows hours of operation at the

sports ground from 9am until 10pm on weekdays, from 9am

until 8pm on Saturdays and bank holidays, and from 9am to

6pm on Sundays. 

• Funding for the project, including via South Gloucestershire

Councill, is lined up, according to John Gibbs, in whose

name the application was made. He is chairman of Longwell

Green Sports FC Seniors, a trustee of Longwell Green

Memorial Hall and Playing Fields Association and licence

holder of the community centre. 

In a statement in support of the application during the

planning process he said: “The funding will come from

Longwell Green Junior section, Section 106 grants and

various grants from the Football Foundation and football

stadium funding so there will be no money asked of local

ratepayers.”

The council administers Section 106 funding, which comes

from housing developers towards community facilities.
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As we went to print, the group of residents from

Palmdale Close, who have been challenging the plans

and the way South Gloucestershire Council has handled

a range of issues, told us they had still not received a

‘Stage 1’ response (due on 20th October) to the

complaint they lodged with the council on 28th June.

There are three stages to the council’s complaints

procedure, Stage 1 being the first.  If a complainant is

still dissatisfied, they can ask for their complaint to be

escalated to Stage 2. If that still does not resolve the

complaint, it can be escalated to Stage 3 which involves

a panel of three councillors.

If a complainant is still not happy, they can go to the

local government ombudsman.

Residents still waiting for
response to complaint

approved without debate
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LETTERS
No grounds for complaint

over parking penalty
Dear Editor

In reply to ‘A very disgruntled pensioner'

complaining about the ‘parking pariahs' in

Kings Chase Shopping Centre on your

Letters page last week, you may be shocked

to hear that the removal of the barriers,

installation of ANPR cameras and

monitoring by Horizon has been in place

since 2019, not post-lockdown! 

The parking charges were only removed

during lockdown as it was a COVID-19 risk

to have everyone touching the payment

screens, and there is even a huge sign outside

the entrance to the car park stating the

charges due for parking. Whilst I'm not a

huge fan of these car park companies and

some of their methods for recouping money,

I'm afraid you really have no grounds for

complaining about the penalty you received. 

Alan Bell

Cause for celebration
Dear Stephen

In our present situation with the COVID-19

pandemic, it is worth reflecting that it wasn’t

many years ago that the feared polio virus

was also endemic throughout the world,

including the UK.

Younger members of our society may not

even know the name ‘polio’ but those who

were children from the 1940s and ’50s will

remember the concerns over going to

swimming pools for fear of picking it up.

Polio is a paralysing and potentially deadly

disease which tends to infect children and is

spread through contaminated water to attack

the nervous system. This left many children

with weakened limbs and muscles, with

some very severe cases becoming crippled

or needing help to breathe with an ‘iron

lung’.

Cases of polio in the UK fell dramatically

when routine vaccination was introduced in

the mid-1950s. There hasn't been a case of

polio caught in the UK since the mid-1980s.

However, many of the poorer countries in the

world were unable to take advantage of this

life-saving vaccine and the incidence of

paralysis globally was around 350,000 per

annum. Something needed to be done.

A global initiative to eradicate polio was

formed in 1994, being the largest-ever

internationally coordinated public health

effort in history. This initiative was, and is

led by national governments with a number

of partners - World Health Organisation,

Rotary International, the US Centre for

Disease Control and prevention (CDC),

UNICEF, Global Alliance for Vaccines &

Immunisation (Gavi) and the Bill & Melinda

Gates Foundation. Through massive effort of

fundraising and a network of more than 20

million volunteers worldwide, it has been

possible to immunise nearly three billion

children over the past 20 years.

The Rotary International mobilised its world

membership of over 1.2 million to raise

funds and some Rotarians even travelled

abroad to help with the immunisation itself -

just a small drop of vaccine is needed. Rotary

members have contributed more than $2.1bn

and countless hours of their time to help

protect children in 122 countries and

Rotary’s advocacy has played a role in

getting world governments’ support to the

tune of $10bn.

The cause for celebration is that, as of today,

the incidence of polio has declined by 99%,

with only two countries where polio remains

endemic (Afghanistan and Pakistan); on 25th

August this year the continent of Africa was

declared free of polio for the last two years.

It is vital that the work continues to ensure

polio doesn’t return, and thus finally achieve

the goal of complete eradication.

It is indeed satisfying and a privilege to be

part of such a massive achievement where

the small, individual contributions build into

an effective driving force, to make a safer

world. Such is the raison d'être of Rotary

International, but of course, we are indebted

to our loyal community of supporters who

give so generously to all our causes and we

express our grateful thanks to them. 

October 24th was World Polio Day and we

in Keynsham Rotary have again planted

purple crocus corms around the town

(making a total of 20,000 to date), as a

reminder of progress towards polio

eradication. Purple dye is used to mark the

little finger of children who have been

vaccinated! Look out for the crocuses next

spring and enjoy!

We are deeply indebted to our medical and

scientific experts who are developing

vaccines to fight numerous deadly diseases

today, and maybe we should reflect on the

work of Edward Jenner, of Berkeley,

Gloucestershire who in 1796 pioneered the

concept of vaccines for the benefit of all.  

A Dodd, Keynsham Rotary

Living on a budget
Dear Editor

In the light of all the talk about free meals

for children, I feel it is time to look more

closely at the subject of benefits and free

meals for children.

Although now a comfortably-off pensioner,

more than 40 years ago my husband left

leaving me with two young children to bring

up single-handed. Although I quickly

returned to work, the children were still

entitled to free school meals so I am not

speaking from ignorance. Currently for one

child there is £92 per month Child Benefit

plus Universal Credit of £281, so a total of

£373 per month and for two children the

benefits total £666, which is in addition to

the adult benefits, plus housing costs.  

During three months of lockdown, all the

shopping for my husband and I was done by

my family and with plenty of good healthy

food, the total cost was around £150 per

month (thank you Lidl!)  

I fully appreciate that living on benefits must

be challenging and of course some people

fall outside of the system, but we do need to

take a cool look at the facts. I was taught

careful budgeting by my mother and perhaps

this needs revisiting. 

Name & address supplied

Concerns over more lorries

in Keynsham
Dear Editor

Bath & North East Somerset Council are

proposing moving Bath recycling to

Keynsham. The amount of extra lorry

journeys along an already busy A4 will

increase pollution for many residents and in

today's environment is not a sensible move.

The Keynsham councillors need to strongly

resist this move now before it is agreed.

David Whalley 

Editor’s note: The council says it has a
longstanding commitment to redevelop the
current waste site at Midland Road for
housing, and sites in Bath are being
investigated for replacement Household
Waste Recycling Centres. Plans to relocate
the operational services to Pixash Lane in
Keynsham have also been developed over
many years and an Environmental Impact
Assessment scoping report is now being
considered. 

Masking the problem
Dear Editor

From the start of the COVID crisis, I have

followed all of the changing Government

guidelines, however annoying they may be,
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Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard

SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 1st November

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green

(10.30am-4pm) 

Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm) 

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)

Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park 

(9.30am-4.30pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG

(9am-7pm) 

Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH

(10am-4pm)

Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)

Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds

(10am-4pm)

Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway

(11am-5pm)

LETTERS
because I have to believe in the science, and

that it will ultimately prevent unnecessary

further loss of lives. 

Two weeks ago I started working in

Kingswood, travelling on the bus each day,

and have seen so many people get on without

face masks, without being even requested to

do so by the drivers. This is despite a

recorded message being played after every

stop telling passengers that it is the law and

there is a £100 fine for not doing so. 

When I asked the driver why he hadn't said

anything to one young, fit, able-bodied

repeat offender, he shrugged and said it

wasn't up to him and he couldn't force him

to wear one, and it wasn't his job to do so. So

how is this law ever going to be enforced?

He hadn't even mentioned it! I wasn't asking

him to manhandle the culprit off the bus, just

ask why he wasn't wearing one, and remind

him it was the law. Surely, if it is the law, he

could have rightly refused him to travel

anyway. I'd be interested to know why First

Bus isn't supporting the Government on this

and telling drivers to challenge customers as

they board. The same thing is happening in

shops. There are selfish people who refuse to

wear masks and no one in shops will say

anything to them. Yet we all see articles in

the press where people are outraged at being

told that they can't go inside Tesco and Asda

et al because they are in pyjamas, or wearing

a bikini, etc, so why aren't they being refused

for going in without a face mask? Yes, there

are some people who can't wear them due to

health issues, but it's the others who can but

don't, who endanger everyone else. So why

have laws, rules and regulations when no one

will enforce them? Shops are fined for not

enforcing laws on cigarettes, alcohol, knife

sales etc. so how is this different? 

I don't enjoy wearing a restricting mask any

more than those selfish people who refuse to

do so, or following all the restrictions on my

liberty, but I do it because it's the right thing

to do to protect vulnerable people and it

might just help us all get through this

quicker. I just wish that people would think

of others for a change, and not just about

themselves. 

L Vockings

Oldland Common 

Protest suggestion for XR

campaigners
Dear Stephen

I read with interest in last week’s edition of

the vigil undertaken by local members of

Extinction Rebellion outside of the Saltford

surgery of Jacob Rees-Mogg. 

Thankfully this did not cause the disruption

to local businesses as their activities did in

the centre of Bristol a couple of months ago

resulting in the closure of the Clifton

Suspension Bridge.

Having been a member of a local eco group

for over 20 years I am committed to the issue

of climate change and the damage to our

planet but I do think that action groups do

need to appreciate where the UK stands on

this topic. Since being developed in 2002,

the Environmental Performance Index

Report is produced bi-annually, and the 2020

report was published in July. It is a data-

driven summary of the state of sustainability

round the world and was designed to

supplement the environmental targets set in

the United Nations Development Goals and

is produced jointly by Yale and Columbia

universities, two of the most eminent

universities in the world. 

Using 32 performance indicators across 11

issue categories, it ranks 180 countries from

Albania to Zimbabwe on environmental

health and ecosystem vitality. The recent

report lists Denmark as the greenest country

with a score of 82.5, Luxembourg 2nd on

82.3, Switzerland 3rd on 81.5 and the UK

4th on 81.3. The UK was 12th in 2016 and

6th in 2018 which does denote steady

progress. If you consider the population

numbers of the top four countries, UK 68

million, Denmark 6 million, Switzerland 9

million and Luxembourg 630,000 it would

appear that in terms of pollution per head of

population, the UK is not doing too badly.

Of the major economies in the world the

USA is 23rd on 69.3, Russia 58th on 50.5,

China 120th on 37.3 and India 168th on 27.6.

Could I suggest to Extinction Rebellion that

when planning their protests in the future,

instead of causing chaos in the UK and

further damage to our small businesses who

are struggling to survive, they demonstrate

outside the embassies of the four countries

above who are causing far more damage to

our planet than the UK.

Mike Barrow, Keynsham

MP’s statement after climate discussion
Last week we featured the protest in

Saltford by Extinction Rebellion

campaigners and a meeting that activist

Richard Prior had with North East

Somerset MP Jacob Rees-Mogg.

Mr Prior, from Keynsham, asked Mr

Rees-Mogg to back the Climate and

Ecological Emergency Bill, which is

before Parliament, and spoke of his

concerns that the Government's own Bill

does not go far enough.

Mr Prior, who is also a member of

Christian Climate Action, highlighted the

Pope's call for urgent climate action, and

also the problems that farmers in Mr Rees-

Mogg’s constituency are facing because of

a year which has seen the hottest, wettest

and driest months on record. We asked Mr

Rees-Mogg if he wished to respond to the

issues that Mr Prior raised. His office has

given us this statement: “I always

welcome discussions with constituents

and hold regular surgeries for that purpose

and even more importantly to help people

seek redress of grievance. Trying to right

unfairness and maladministration is a

major part of an MP’s role.”

Richard Prior



Tributes have been paid to the Kingswood

community campaigner Sue Hannant, who

died from COVID-19.

Until her death Mrs Hannant, 72, was the chair

of Kingswood Community Engagement

Forum. Her husband Pete has also been a

regular forum attendee.

The forum met for the first time since lockdown

last Tuesday when vice chair the Rev Beverley

Charles said Mrs Hannant had been “passionate

about speaking up for Kingswood people who

did not have a voice”.

Rev Charles, who is the team rector of

Kingswood and Hanham, conducted Mrs

Hannant’s funeral. She said: “Sue was a much-

loved member of our church family and had

welcomed me into her family and friendship

when I arrived in Kingswood two years ago.

“As well as chair of the CEF, she was a patient

representative at Orchard Surgery and our parish

safeguarding officer.”

Rev Charles praised Mrs Hannant’s generosity and

care and said she was always there to offer help and

encouragement, first as a nurse, and later as a school

teacher and also in the local community, giving a

voice to the needs of others: “Sue always stood by

what she believed. She not only gave of her time, but

of herself.”

She added: “Family life with Sue, was very special,

it was full of love and laughter and games and craft

and cooking. She made sure her daughters Liz and

Lucy and her grandchildren made lasting happy

memories.”

The new chair  of the forum is Vicky Robinson, who

is the BS15 COVID-19 Support Group coordinator.

She said she had “big boots to fill” in taking over from

Mrs Hannant.

Tributes to community
campaigner who died
from COVID-19

Crossword
ACROSS
1. Meeting schedule (6)

4. Moneylender (6)

8. District adjoining
a town (6)

10. Source (6)

11. Pale purple (5)

12. Separate (6)

14. Course at
dinner (6)

16. Attire (4)

17. Tall grass (4)

19. Land measure (4)

22. Metallic element (4)

26. Buy back (6)

27. Breed of sheep (6)

28. Essential (5)

29. Light rainfall (6)

30. Unwholesome (6)

31. Over there (6)

32. Stick (6)

DOWN

1. Help (6)

2. Receding (6)

3. Type of window (6)

5. Calm (6)

6. Esteem (6)

7. Park warden (6)

9. Wounding remark (4)

10. Ended (4)

13. Move to music (5)

15. Male voice (5)

18. Reliable (6)

19. Abut (6)

20. Worship (6)

21. Islamic ruler (4)

22. Muslim prayer
leader (4)

23. Charge weapon
again (6)

24. Agile (6)

25. Breed of dog (6)

More than 60 GPs from practices across Bristol, South

Gloucestershire and North Somerset gathered together

virtually for their fifth members’ event.

This is the first time the event was held online and

during the afternoon GPs and Clinical Commissioning

Group colleagues discussed a range of topics including

priorities to get services back up and running following

the coronavirus lockdown when some services were

temporarily paused, including referrals from primary

care to routine services.

Bristol, North Somerset & South Gloucestershire

CCG’s clinical chair Dr Jon Hayes, who is a GP at

Hanham Health, said: “It was great to see so many

colleagues gather together online for this event. We had

lots of good presentations and discussions around

advice and guidance, stroke services, the new 111 First

campaign and improving the health of people with

serious mental illness.”

GPs hold
virtual meeting

Police are investigating a

distraction burglary that

happened in Kingswood earlier

this month and want anyone who

saw what happened to come

forward. 

It happened at about 3.30pm on

Saturday 10th October when a

man knocked on the victim’s door

and said he was there to check the

drains at the rear of the property.

The man led the victim out to

inspect the drains, telling him to

leave the doors open.

After the man left, the victim

returned to the property and saw

the house had been ransacked and

a quantity of cash taken.

It is believed a second person

entered the home through the

open doors while the man talked

to the victim outside about the

drains.

The man who spoke to the victim

is described as mixed race,

approximately 5ft 9in, of average

build and aged about 20-24. He

had short black hair and wore a

white shirt under a sleeveless

jacket. He was also carrying an

A5 notepad.

PC Melissa Kingscott said: “This

appears to be a calculated

burglary with the victim

deliberately distracted by being

led to the back of the property so

someone else could enter the

house.

“We’d like to hear from anyone

who recognises the description of

the man or may have had similar

interactions with someone

claiming to be a tradesperson.

“We would advise people to be

wary if they are approached by

someone offering a service on the

doorstep. Always ask for ID. And

if unsure do not be afraid to say

no and close the door.”

Police ask anyone with CCTV in

the Highview Road area or has

other information that could help

with their nquiries to get in touch.

Report it online or call 101 and

give the reference number

5220230174.

Witnesses sought
after distraction
burglary in Kingswood
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Sue Hannant



A planning inspector has backed South

Gloucestershire Council's decision to

refuse a proposed digital advertising

billboard in Soundwell. 

Earlier this year the council turned down

Poster Property Ltd’s bid for an LED sign to

replace the 6m x 3m advertising poster board

at 169 Soundwell Road, next to the car park

for the Turnpike pub.

The council said it would harm the look of

the area. Several people living nearby had

also raised concerns, including about light

pollution in their homes and that it may

cause a hazardous distraction on a busy

stretch of road.

One local resident commented: “I'm

concerned about how an illuminated

billboard switched on 24/7 will encourage a

sense of' ‘open all hours' along Soundwell

Road and how it could be the beginning of a

change in behaviour during night-time

hours.”

The company appealed the council’s

decision, arguing that the proposal would be

no brighter than the existing un-illuminated

advertisement board and that the digital sign

could also be used to display emergency

messaging and charitable campaigns.

They said the council had not given enough

weight to the fact that advertising had been

at that location for a long time, nor that the

proposed replacement would be better

quality; they also said the council had failed

to give appropriate consideration to the other

illuminated and non-illuminated signs

nearby.

But the planning inspector said: “Whilst I

appreciate that the road is relatively busy, the

illumination and regular changing images

associated with the proposed advertisement

display would appear overtly commercial, at

odds with the more discreet appearance and

smaller scale of existing advertisements in

the area and the residential character of the

street. 

“Even though the illumination of the display

would be reduced at night, and the number

of street lights I saw on my site visit suggests

that the street is relatively well lit during

hours of darkness, there were no other

comparable illuminated advertisements

visible in the area.

“I find that the display would be conspicuous

and intrusive in the street, to the extent that

it would be detrimental to the visual amenity

of this part of Soundwell Road.”

The effect on the flats at The View, on the

opposite side of Soundwell Road, was also

a concern raised in the inspector’s report:

“The scale, level of illumination and

proximity to these flats would mean it would

be prominent and obtrusive from the

windows that face the street. The proposal

would be much more invasive than the

existing signage due to the continually

changing illuminated screen.”

Digital billboard appeal fails
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Four former pupils of the old school in Richmond Road

in Mangotsfield, which was demolished in 2018 to make

way for a new housing estate, have unveiled a sculpture

to commemorate the site’s heritage.

The life-size statue of two pupils is in the grounds of the new

Richmond Grove development, built by Yate-based

developer Cotswold Homes, was created to retain the

memory of the thousands of pupils who attended

Mangotsfield Church of England Infant and Junior School

over the years.

The school closed in 1999 and Mangotsfield C of E Primary

School opened in brand new premises in Church Farm Road

in Emersons Green. The old school’s last inhabitant was the

Education Other Than At School service, which in turn

relocated to Downend. 

Cotswold Homes bought the Richmond Road site from South

Gloucestershire Council and the planning application, which

involved the demolition of the buildings, sparked objections

from some local people; however, council planning officers

felt that any historic significance of the building lay not so

much in its architectural merits but in its historic connections

to the village and its social sentimental value. 

As part of the planning consent, the developer agreed to fund

a piece of art to commemorate the school’s heritage.

Speaking at the ceremony on 12th October, local councillor

Michael Bell said that sadly the mason Tom Whitehead could

not attend because his son was self-isolating due to COVID-

19. Cllr Bell said it was a “fantastic sculpture” and thanked

Liam Rinn, Cotswold Homes’ land director, who also

attended the ceremony, for all his support.

Mr Rinn said they are a local family business, and it was

important that they could give to the local community

something in remembrance of the school that was once on

the site.

Local historian Malcolm Coles was one of the former pupils

attending the ceremony. Educated there from 1942 to 1948,

he said: “The school began in 1876 and I am from a

Mangotsfield family. Three of my grandparents came to this

Sculpture honour’s school 
for more than 120 years

Former pupils from left, Carol Lucas, Jan Peters, Malcolm Coles & Joy Sellick next to Tom Whitehead’s sculpture

Sports day, 1961
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school and both my parents.”

In light of the current pandemic, he said he had been looking

up records and found that the school had closed over the

years for lots of illnesses: “In 1918, when we had that flu

epidemic, the school closed for 21 days, and it closed for

another 21 days in 1922 and 1927 for more flu.”

He said there were also lots of closures in the 19th century

and in the early 1900s for illnesses such as mumps,

diphtheria and typhus: “It just show how our health has been

improved by vaccinations.”

Mr Coles added: “There was another major reason for

closure – and we don’t get it much nowadays – and that was

snow, and it could close for two or three weeks at a time.”

Carol Lucas (nee Thompson) and Jan Peters (nee Garland)

who both attended the school from 1955 to 1961, were at the

unveiling. They are best friends to this day and, in the current

pandemic, are in a support bubble.

Joy Sellick (nee Williamson), who was a pupil at the school

from 1952 to 1957 and whose father was a minister at the

United Reformed Church in Mangotsfield, also attended the

unveiling.

Mrs Lucas said that when they heard the school was closing

they were devastated and she even considered chaining

herself to the railings, but she felt Cotswold Homes had done

a lovely job and that the homes are in keeping with the

village.

She said: “Thank you for funding this wonderful statue. Tom

the mason has done a fantastic job and it brings back

memories of our young school days. Jan and I met when we

started school in 1955 and have been best friends ever since.

We have a lot to thank the school for.”

Mrs Lucas brought along old school photos to the

ceremony which may prompt some readers’

memories. One was taken in front of the old

canteen in 1958. She is seated 4th from the right

on the front row. Jan Garland as she was is second

from the right in the middle row.

The other photo shows the Mangotsfield team

that competed in the Kingswood and

Mangotsfield Inter Junior School Sports on 14th

June 1961.

Clive Heath, who chairs Mangotsfield Residents’

Association and is a community pastor, told the

assembled gathering: “It was not the official

unveiling we wanted, as we are restricted to

numbers. But let us not forget that it was not just the seat of

local learning, it was a Church of England school, following

on from the Dame School, and was part of the heart of the

local community, not just for education but for the promotion

of Christian belief in the area. 

“As Michael said, thank you to Liam of Cotswold Homes for

making this happen; Tom the sculptor, whose artwork is

brilliant but who sadly could not join us; and to the ex-pupils

of years gone by for attending the unveiling.”

• The hunt is still on for the old school bell, photographed in

1976 at the school’s centenary celebrations.

If you know of its whereabouts email Michael Bell at

michael.bell@southglos.gov.uk 

 that served community

Are there any familiar faces from this photo taken in 1958?

The whereabouts of the old bell is a mystery

The new development
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Hanham football Club AEK-BOCO have

won their appeal to change planning

conditions at their home ground, meaning

they can raise the height of a proposed

fence and allow youth and women’s teams

to play under floodlights.

The club appealed to the Secretary of State

because their landlord South Gloucestershire

Council was taking too long to consider the

application for the open space at Greenbank

Road. 

After the appeal was lodged over the

summer, the council’s Spatial Planning

Committee registered support for the plans

but as the appeal process was under way, the

decision rested with the inspector.

When the controversial plans for two

covered 50-seater spectator areas, floodlights

and fencing around the perimeter of the main

pitch were approved, the committee imposed

conditions on the height of the fence and

when the floodlights could be used.

The club subsequently applied for a higher

fence than the 1.2 metres that was approved,

saying there is a requirement for it to be 1.83

metres for the men’s first team to compete in

the Toolstation Western League; they also

asked the council to change the floodlighting

condition as it limited use of the lights to

league matches.

Last week the inspector allowed AEK-

BOCO’s appeal. He said that a higher fence

would not be an “alien addition” but a

lightweight feature through which views

would be possible.

He also accepted that limitation on the

frequency of use of floodlighting would

“diminish the benefit of the facility to the

community as it would prevent wider use of

the football pitch”.

He added: “However, I am also conscious

that there are residential properties within

close proximity to the site and that the effect

on the living conditions of the occupiers of

these properties must be considered.”

The inspector said a condition allowing the

lighting to be utilised for any three nights

during the period of a week, but not for more

than two consecutive nights, would ensure

that there is no unreasonable effect on people

living nearby.

At the time that permission for

improvements to the ground was granted, the

council’s environmental protection officer

acknowledged that complaints from local

residents about noise and disturbance

at the club were likely to continue or increase

as a result of further intensification of the

site.

This week Kim Madan, who lives near the

ground and has been a vocal opponent of the

plans, said: “It’s disappointing that South

Glos Council and the Planning Inspectorate

have chosen to ignore the health, welfare and

privacy of the many residents who live

around the perimeter of Greenbank Road

playing field. As landlords, South Glos have

yet to make their decision to allow

development at the site to proceed but we

assume that is a foregone conclusion. We can

only hope that AEK-BOCO show respect to

residents when their new facilities are in

use.”

Another local resident told The Week In that

the inspector’s report referred to the site as 

a “sports ground” which is a

“misrepresentation” as it is a public open

space used for recreation. 

Football club win their appeal
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Crossman Group, the building

company responsible for the Masters

Church housing development in

Kingswood, has chosen the winner of

its Design a Bug Hotel competition

with the help of biologist and TV

presenter Miranda Krestovnikoff. 

The winning bug hotel plan, designed

by 10-year-old Ellis, of Southville,

features a replica mini church and will

be incorporated into a new park area

being created as part of the

development.

Matthew Halstead, a director at

Crossman Group, said: “We were really

impressed with Ellis’ bug hotel design,

especially with the level of background

research and detail. Ellis has carefully

thought about the needs of the insects

and bugs that will be calling the hotel

home and went to extraordinary lengths

to explain how the hotel should be

constructed.”

Miranda Krestovnikoff said: “Ellis’

design for a bug hotel was incredibly

well researched, thought out and

detailed. She had given careful

consideration to many different species

including solitary bees, lacewings and

woodlice, and used a variety of

different materials to ensure a diversity

of habitats, and therefore species would

benefit from this shelter.  

“She’d even included instructions for

other people to make their own bug

hotel.  I can’t wait to see the finished

result.”

Grand design for bug hotel
impresses TV presenter

Housing association Curo didn’t want COVID-19 to

disrupt its annual conference for residents this year, so,

like so many other organisations, it took the event

online. Last week, a day-long interactive event took

place on Zoom and Facebook so that residents could see

and hear representatives from the housing association

and join sessions which were of particular interest to

them. The conference was also broadcast on YouTube

and has so far been watched more than 1,200 times.

Tom Box, Curo’s resident engagement manager, said:

“We want to hear what our customers are saying and

give them the information they need about our services.

Our annual residents’ conference is an important way for

us to do this and we weren’t going to let COVID-19 stop

this happening.”

Housing association
links up online
with residents

Miranda Krestovnikoff, Matthew Halstead & Ellis
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Avon & Somerset Police have recently been made aware

of a number of thefts from outbuildings in rural and farm

locations, particularly in the Golden Valley and Wick

areas.

They are asking for residents, landowners and animal owners

to be on the lookout for any suspicious vehicles or activity

and report it to 101, or 999 if there is an incident in progress. 

Police are regularly patrolling the area, but say they need the

community to be their eyes and ears when it comes to

suspicious activity in the area. 

The Neighbourhood Police Team will be holding an event

focusing on securing farm and yard property at Wick Village

Hall between 11.30am and 3.30pm on Sunday 8th

November. There will be officers on hand to offer security

advice, security mark horse tack and sign residents up to both

the Horse Watch and Farm Watch schemes.

They ask that if you attend you follow COVID-19 guidelines,

wear a mask and use hand sanitiser. Officers will be making

the event safe and socially distanced. 

If you cannot attend, here are some measures you can take

to significantly minimise the risk of your property being

stolen. 

• External doors should be fitted with a five-lever mortice

lock and, where possible, a deadlock. Fit letterbox

restrictors to prevent thieves accessing locks from outside.

• Fit a gate at the entrance to your property, lock it overnight,

and consider fitting a gate alarm.

• Where possible, use an alarm system and PIR (passive

infrared) sensor or dusk till dawn security lighting around

your yard.

• Keep boundaries in a good state of repair. 

• Where possible, store valuable items in secure buildings

with good quality doors and windows with British Standard

locks. Consider parking a vehicle in front of doors

overnight.

• Make sure all high-value or vulnerable vehicles – such as

quad bikes – are immobilised or kept in a locked building

overnight. 

• Trailers and horseboxes can be stolen and used to steal

other items. Lock them away or use a hitch lock.

• Don’t leave tools outside - they could be used to break in. 

• Consider marking valuable animals.

• Make a note of any distinguishing marks or features on

horses or particularly high-value animals and keep photos

taken in both summer and winter.

• All saddlery should be security marked. You can have your

tack postcoded using a metal punch or engraving tool.

Photograph it and keep a comprehensive list of all your

tack. 

• If you are buying second-hand vehicles, tools or equipment,

make sure the seller owns it. If you suspect something is

stolen, call 101. 

• If you are interested in joining Horse Watch, Farm Watch

or your local Neighbourhood Watch visit

www.avonandsomerset.police.uk

Shut the gate on rural crime
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Situations Vacant Vacancy

to fill?
Advertising in The

Week In is an

effective and low

cost option. 

Call Tracy or

Jodie on

0117 986 0381. 

Avon Wildlife Trust are supporting the Friends of Stockwood Open Space (FOSOS) to

get more volunteers engaged and involved across a range of activities.

Once part of a working farm, the land fell into disuse with the expansion of south east

Bristol and the construction of the housing estates at Stockwood. It was bought by the

council which turned it into a public open space. 

Avon Wildlife Trust took over management in 1981 and the nature reserve, with

meadows, hedgerows, ponds and woodland, is now jointly managed by the council and

the trust.

For details about what volunteering opportunities are available email fosos.sec

@gmail.com 

Get involved at nature reserve

Wellsway Short Mat Bowling Club in

Keynsham has been given COVID-safe

club status by its national governing body

ESMBA and is looking to recruit new

members.

The club says: “We have put in place all the

requirements needed to keep our members

safe whilst playing the great game of short

mat bowls. 

"We are looking to recruit new members to

join us on a Tuesday afternoon from 1pm to

4,30pm, Thursday morning from 9.30am to

noon, or Thursday afternoon from 1pm to

4.30pm at the Scout Hut, Ashton Way. There

is free parking behind the Scout Hut.

“The game is easy to play and will help you

stay fit. It is ideal for those who want to pass

a few hours each week in the company of

friends. All equipment is supplied and a

qualified coach on hand for those new to the

game. We are offering free membership and

free bowling until the end of November.”

For more information call 01225 872780 or

email dave.sawyer@live.co.uk

Bowling club seeks
new members



A special ceremony has been held in Longwell Green to

remember and give thanks for the life of Graham

Downing CBE.

Mr Downing, who received his honour from the Queen for

his commitment to the Royal British Legion, died soon after

the COVID-19 lockdown, and restrictions meant that only a

very small funeral service could be held.

More people were able to attend Friday’s socially distanced

thanksgiving service at All Saints United Church, which was

conducted by the Rev Steve Britton, padre of the Bitton &

Oldland branch of the Legion.

Mr Downing had three sons and two daughters, 13

grandchildren, 17 great-grandchildren and three great-great

grandchildren. Delivering the family’s tribute at Friday’s

service was his son Glenn. Other tributes were paid by

Legion branch president Ken Gibson and the chairman of

Oldland Parish Council Richard Pope. Mr Downing served

as a councillor for many years.

Graham Downing was born in 1931 and joined the Army

Cadets whilst at Moseley Grammar School in the West

Midlands. After leaving school and taking on an electrician’s

apprenticeship, he joined the Territorial Army, rising to the

rank of 2nd Lieutenant. After completing his apprenticeship,

in 1952 he joined the Royal Warwickshire Fusilier regiment

of the regular Army, which in 1968 became the Royal

Regiment of Fusiliers. 

After serving in Korea, Cyprus, Germany, Austria, Egypt,

Hong Kong, Nigeria and Borneo, he left as part of the Army’s

1970 reorganisation at the rank of Company Sergeant Major.

He moved into human resources for his post-Army

employment, working at Enfield Rolling Mills, British

Leyland and Bristol City Council. 

Glenn Downing said that outside of work, his father joined

the Royal British Legion and became a councillor on

Lichfield City Council. He also changed the khaki colours

of the Army for the Air Force blue of the RAF when he

joined the Royal Observer Corps in the late 1970s; he left

when it was disbanded in 1995. 

Throughout his life his father had sought to serve – his

country with the Army and Royal Observer Corps, military

veterans with the Legion, and the local community with his

councillor duties.

In his address, Ken Gibson said that in 1970, while Mr

Downing was still serving in the Army, he joined the local

Royal British Legion branch in Lichfield and first sold

poppies in 1971. On moving to Alrewas, he not only

supported their branch but also became the North Staffs

county chairman and then chairman of the West Midlands

area, which ran from Stoke to Bristol. When he and his wife

Nancy moved to Longwell Green in 1974, he could still

continue his work in the same area. 

In 1992 he became the Legion’s national vice-chairman and

from 1995 to 1998 served as national chairman, representing

the Legion at many national events including the Festival of

Remembrance at the Royal Albert Hall. 

“With Nancy he escorted war widows on pilgrimages to

overseas war cemeteries, including Burma and Thailand,

where they visited the graves of those who died while

building the infamous Burma Railway. He later took small

groups of ex-POWs to Tokyo to ask for some monetary

compensation. His audience with the Emperor and

government officials was successful and the request was

granted. In recognition of his service to

the Royal British Legion, the Queen

appointed Graham a Companion of the

British Empire.”

Mr Downing went on to join the Bitton

& Oldland branch of the Legion and

served as treasurer. In 2000 he was

appointed as the poppy organiser and

organised the annual appeal at Asda in

Longwell Green over the best part of

two decades. He was delighted when

Dawn Harrill, with the support of her

husband Captain George Harrill, from

the TA in Keynsham, stepped forward to continue the work.

In his tribute, Cllr Pope said that Mr Downing joined Oldland

Parish Council in 2003 and was elected as vice chairman in

2007 and 2008, and as chairman in 2009, 2010 and 2011. He

served on all committees and was a keen supporter of youth

activities, instigating the Indy Youth and Youth Academy

projects. He was also the instigator of the memorial garden

at Payne Green in Barrs Court and a founder member of

Banjo Island Community & Sports Association (now The

Batch).

His other roles included being co-ordinator of Oldland

Community Speedwatch.

Cllr Pope, who joined the council in 2015, said Mr Downing

had been an excellent mentor; he said he had a keen sense of

social justice and was direct and forthright with a kind heart

and wicked sense of humour.

The service concluded with the sounding of the Last Post and

Reveille by Mick Perkins, of Oldland Brass. The Bitton &

Oldland branch of the Legion went on to officially launch

their annual Poppy Appeal at the Garden of Remembrance

at Payne Green. Pictured from left are chairman and secretary

of the Legion branch Jeff Dando, RBL president Lt Col Ken

Gibson, standard bearer Rebecca Harrill, Cllr Richard Pope

& the Rev Steve Britton.

• Poppies will be on sale at Asda during the first week of

November.
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Celebrating a life dedicated to service

The play park in Norton Lane in Whitchurch Village has

closed for about six weeks for a major refurbishment.

Following consultation events held last year with

residents, parents and children, the work will include

new play equipment with accessible aspects, a multi-use

games area and a table tennis table.

Funding for the project has been provided through

Section 106 funds from developers, held by Bath &

North East Somerset Council and required to be spent

on play provision within Whitchurch Village.

Play park closure
for refurbishment

Graham Downing CBE



Franklin Owusu-Antwi has been appointed to South

Gloucestershire Council’s Cabinet, taking on the newly

created Public Health & Equality of Opportunity

portfolio.

A councillor since last year’s local elections, he represents

Bradley Stoke North and was previously the Cabinet

Assistant for Community Safety. The portfolio also sees him 

work closely with the voluntary community sector and take

responsibility for the council’s Armed Forces Covenant.

As a former soldier in the British Army, serving in

Afghanistan before being redeployed to the MoD in Abbey

Wood, Cllr Owusu-Antwi has worked as a logistics

consultant since returning to civilian life, advising the likes

of the Ministry of Defence, NATO and the United Nations

on a range of international projects in aid of developing and

newly independent nations. 

Outside of this, he also founded the charity Assistplus, which

supports veterans in the community, and has worked hard to

support BAME communities across South Gloucestershire

and Bristol through a range of outreach initiatives.

He said: “Being given the chance to serve on this

administration is nothing short of a privilege and I am

delighted to begin work on this portfolio. Since the outbreak

of COVID-19, South Gloucestershire Council has had to

adapt with pace to ensure we are best placed to protect our

residents, our communities and our local way of life, and I

am pleased that the emphasised role of Public Health is

enshrined within the new Cabinet position.”
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A new Cadbury Heath trader has applied for a licence to

sell alcohol but the need for it is being called into

question.

The former Martins newsagents at 54 Newton Road is

under new management and called Cadbury Heath

Local. The shop says it wants to sell alcohol to improve

the viability of the business.

South Gloucestershire Council as the licensing authority

has received an application from the shop which wants

to sell alcohol from 6am to 11pm every day. The

application says there will be CCTV, staff will be trained

in the prevention of under-age sales, spirits will be

behind the counter and other alcohol on display will be

in constant view of staff.

Oldland Parish Council’s Planning, Highways &

Environment Committee has resolved to object to the

Cadbury Heath Local licensing application as there are

already several outlets in the area selling alcohol. 

The consultation has now closed and a decision will be

made at a future meeting of South Glos Council’s

Licensing Sub-Committee.

Concerns over
another alcohol outlet
in Cadbury Heath

Council creates new Cabinet role

The Mayor of Bristol has cut the ribbon on City of Bristol

College’s new £500,000 eco-apartments project at its

Brislington Centre. Marvin Rees joined Bristol’s Cabinet

Member for Education & Skills Anna Keen, principal and

chief executive of City of Bristol College Andy Forbes, and

students at the official opening. The three eco-apartments are

complete with two bedrooms, a living space with cooking

and washing facilities and a bathroom. The homes are a joint

project between the college and Bristol City Council, with

the council financing the venture to better support special

educational needs (SEN) students in Bristol. The Brislington

Centre offers week-day accommodation for up to 13 students

with SEN. The centre’s team support the students to develop

skills for independent living, including cleaning, cooking,

washing as well as learning how to budget and use public

transport.

The homes act as a stepping stone for the Brislington Centre

students to live independently in their own living space.

New eco-apartments for SEN students at

City of Bristol’s Brislington Centre

Crossword SolutionSudoku Solutions
2-Hard1-Easy



22                                                                                                                                                                                                                      The Week in • Wednesday 28th October 2020

Service Directory
Home

Maintenance
Book a series

of adverts

and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4.20 per

centimetre (min 5cm)

The more weeks you

book the cheaper

each insertion

becomes

1 week - £21

2 weeks - £18.90

4 wk - £17.85

6 wk - £16.80

8 wk - £15.75

12 wk - £14.70

26 wk - £13.65

52 wk - £12.60

All prices per week

exc VAT

You don't have to book

successive weeks. 

You can choose

fortnightly, monthly 

or specific insertion

dates as long as the

total number of

insertions booked

corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting

at 2 weeks

Garden Services

Garden Services

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Handyman

Locksmiths

Aerials

Architectural

Services

Appliances

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Carpet Cleaning
Electrical

Footcare

Chimney Sweeps

Blinds

Blinds

Computers

Guttering

Home Help

Driveways



The Week in • Wednesday 28th October 2020                                                                                                                                                                                                                      23

Service Directory
Plumbing

Plumbing

Book a series

of adverts

and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4.20 per

centimetre (min 5cm)

The more weeks you

book the cheaper

each insertion

becomes

1 week - £21

2 weeks - £18.90

4 wk - £17.85

6 wk - £16.80

8 wk - £15.75

12 wk - £14.70

26 wk - £13.65

52 wk - £12.60

All prices per week

exc VAT

You don't have to book

successive weeks. 

You can choose

fortnightly, monthly 

or specific insertion

dates as long as the

total number of

insertions booked

corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting

at 2 weeks

Book a series

of adverts

and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4 per

centimetre (min 5cm)

The more weeks you book

the cheaper each insertion

becomes

1 week = £21

2 weeks = £18.90

4 weeks = £17.85

6 weeks = £16.80

8 weeks = £15.75

12 weeks = £14.70

26 weeks = £13.65

52 weeks = £12.60
All prices per week exc VAT

You don't have to book

successive weeks. You can

choose fortnightly, monthly or

specific insertion dates as

long as the total number of

insertions booked

corresponds to the discount

rate.

Similar percentage discounts
apply equally to larger sized

adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting

at 2 weeks

Tree Services

Painting

& Decorating

Roofing

Rubbish 
Clearance
Cheap and fast
We load and clear any 

household, garden, 
garage and shed 

clearance
Free estimates
Fully licensed
85% recycled

Call 0117 9373009
at anytime to book

Telephone

Engineers

Waste Disposal

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Sewing Lessons

D.JAMES DECORATING

36 Years’ Experience

Qualified tradesman

Efficient/Reliable

References Available

07861 898902/

01275 831696

Or visit our website

www.djamesdecorating.com

Oven Cleaning

Plastering

Wanted

Wigs

BOOKS, paper ephemera,
postcards, football programmes,
records, toys etc.
Best prices paid. Phone Rick on
01761 232936



24                                                                                                                                                                                                                      The Week in • Wednesday 28th October 2020




