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Hundreds of pupils self-isolating after COVID-19 cases
Hundreds of pupils at Wellsway School in
Keynsham are self-isolating after a small number of
confirmed cases of coronavirus affecting three year
groups and staff.
On Friday parents of sixth-form students (Years 12 and
13) were alerted by Wellsway Multi Academy Trust of
a single confirmed case and that their children must
isolate for 14 days.
On Saturday Year 11 pupils were also told to self-isolate
for two weeks. And on Sunday the parents of some
students in Year 10 received the same message.
Updating parents on Sunday, Wellsway’s principal
Matthew Woodville said: “I am writing to inform you
that we have now had positive COVID-19 cases in three
year groups.
“Each of these cases is different; we have followed
guidance from the Department for Education based on
the specific details of each case, which has resulted in
different actions for each year group affected.
“As a result of this guidance, some students in Year 10
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have been asked to self-isolate until Wednesday 28th
October; all students in Year 11 have been asked to selfisolate until 30th October, and all students in Year 12
and 13 have been asked to self-isolate until 27th
October.”
A statement released late on Monday via Bath & North
East Somerset Council said: “Wellsway School has a
small number of confirmed COVID-19 cases in both
students and staff. Following advice from Public Health
England and B&NES Council, the school has identified
all known school contacts and informed them that they
must self-isolate for 14 days. The school is following
the national guidance for schools including providing
staff and pupils with guidance on social distancing and
hygiene to limit spread.
“The affected students and year groups are now
isolating and have been set work to complete remotely.
“Term resumes for students on Tuesday 3rd November.
Those self-isolating will have completed their isolation
periods before Term 2 begins and will therefore return
to school on Tuesday 3rd November. The school will
undergo additional deep cleaning.”
Mr Woodville said: “We are supporting all those
affected and are continuing to review all our processes
to make our school as safe as possible for staff and
pupils.”
Dr Bruce Laurence, Director for Public Health at the
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council, added: “We are working with the school to
manage the situation for the pupils, staff and wider
community. We collectively must take all the right steps
to break the chain of transmission to slow down the
spread of COVID-19. Of course, one of the most
important reasons to limit any increase in cases is so
that we can keep our children in school as much as
possible and avoid further disruption to their
education.”
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Extinction Rebellion hold wake in Saltford
outside MP’s constituency surgery
Extinction Rebellion campaigners held a two-hour silent
vigil in Saltford on Saturday “as a wake for the dying
planet”.
The small group of members were dressed in black, some
carrying placards and others a coffin. They marched slowly
along Wedmore Road to Saltford Hall where North East
Somerset MP Jacob Rees-Mogg was due to hold a surgery
for constituents.
The MP, who is also Leader of the House of Commons, saw
the protest when he arrived by car. One of the constituents
he had an appointment with was Rich Prior from Keynsham,
who is an Extinction Rebellion (XR) and Christian Climate
Action activist.
Mr Prior, who led the protest march slowly banging a drum,
had arranged to meet him saying: “We are tired of waiting
for answers to the points we’ve raised in our letters to him.
It’s clear this critical subject is not high on his agenda. He
just doesn’t understand the urgency. The world is already
seeing the effects of climate change, sooner than scientists
had predicted.”
At his meeting with the MP, Mr Prior asked him to back the
Climate and Ecological Emergency Bill which is now before
Parliament. Mr Prior also highlighted the Pope’s call for
urgent climate action to Mr Rees-Mogg, who is a committed

Vicki Youdan & daughter Cassidy
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Catholic, and spoke to him about the problems that local
farmers are facing in a year which has seen the hottest,
wettest and driest months on record.
Mr Prior said that Mr Rees-Mogg was polite and listened to
what he had to say but seemed “complacent”. The MP said
that he would not be backing the CEE Bill as the Government
has its own Climate Bill. Mr Prior said the MP also told him
that we are doing better than some other countries in tackling
climate change and that he speaks to the National Farmers’
Union about issues.
Mr Prior said the Government’s own Bill does not go far
enough and that because of our contribution to the Industrial
Revolution, our carbon footprint is the second worst of
anywhere in the world and the UK has a “debt” to repay for
its past emissions.
Mr Prior said: “Mr Rees-Mogg doesn’t seem to grasp the
enormity of the problem facing us. He must be aware that
local farmers, his constituents, are already having to adapt to
expecting lower yields and changing the crops they grow due
to extremes of weather. Wheat harvests are down a
staggering 40% this year.”
Among those taking part in the demonstration was Vicki
Youdan from Keynsham and her four-year-old daughter
Cassidy.
She said she was taking part for her daughter’s sake: “I want
to leave a legacy of doing what I can peacefully and with
respect for the political process.”
She hoped Mr Rees-Mogg would find time to examine the
Bill which has cross-party support from 70 MPs.

Climate change campaigners outside Salford Hall

What is the CEE Bill?
On 2nd September, Green Party MP Caroline Lucas
tabled the Climate and Ecological Emergency Bill in
Parliament, calling on the Government to take
immediate and radical action to address the climate
emergency.
Put together with the contributions of experts, the Bill
has gained support from MPs from seven political
parties. One of the co-sponsors is Bath’s Lib Dem MP
Wera Hobhouse.
The Bill aims to provide a framework for the UK to
meet its commitments to the UN 2015 Paris Climate
Agreement, which calls on countries to limit global
warming to 1.5ºC above pre-industrial levels.
As part of this framework, the Government is being
asked to take real action to protect and restore the UK’s
biodiversity and slash carbon emissions, with an
emergency Citizens’ Assembly set up to guide action.

The protest march
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Red Lion
plans finally
win approval
Plans to turn part of the Red Lion site in Staple Hill into
housing to ensure the future of the 19th century pub have
finally been approved.
Two proposals failed to impress South Gloucestershire
Council and pub owners Premium Abodes went to appeal.
In Issue 617 in March we reported that the inspector
appointed by the Secretary of State had turned down the
appeal. In response to the inspector’s findings, a new
proposal with the scale of works greatly reduced was
submitted to the council and that has now found favour.
Existing extensions and ancillary outbuildings will be
demolished and a hip-to gable extension installed so the
existing first-floor flat can be turned into two flats.
A part-single, part-two-storey side extension will be built to
form additional pub floorspace and seven flats, with
landscaping.
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Land sells for £118,000
A five-acre plot of land in Bitton, part of which has seen failed development attempts,
sold at auction last Wednesday for £118,000. There was a guide price of £90,000 for the
land, which fronts Bath Road and has vehicular access from Kings Square. It is within
both the Green Belt and Bitton Conservation Area.
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Playing field gates to be locked
after dog owners ignore ban
The ban on dogs on a school playing field in
Oldland Common is being ignored by some
owners, leading to a decision to lock the gates
to the community from next month.
In the summer the playing field shared by
Redfield Edge Primary School and Sir Bernard
Lovell Academy was fenced off to allow for the
approved diversion around the perimeter of the
field of public footpath that previously crossed it.
It is officially a school playing field, but has been
used for play, ball games and dog walking for
decades. However, there have been ongoing
issues with dog mess and rubbish left by people
using it.
This week Lisa Robinson, the headteacher of
Redfield Edge Primary School, told us: “It was
agreed at the beginning of the summer that the
field would remain open throughout the school
holidays and then into the autumn term to allow
public access outside of school hours.
“Unfortunately, the schools have continued to
have issues with dogs fouling on the field and dog
owners using the space, although dog use is not
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permitted. Vandalism of the signs put up to
inform the public regarding ‘No dogs allowed’
has also taken place, which is very disappointing.
“It has now been agreed that the school gates will
remain closed from Monday 2nd November and
only opened to allow parents to access at dropoff and collection times.
“In the meantime, both Redfield Edge and Sir
Bernard Lovell Academy, along with
representatives from the local council and
community, will continue to discuss planned
community access and the private hiring of the
playing field for sports clubs/community activity
projects.
“We would encourage members of the
community who wish to be involved in any
consultation to contact either school to register
their interest. We will update the local community
on any decisions made moving forward.”
Meanwhile disgust at the dog mess around the
path at St Anne’s School in Oldland and near St
Barnabas School at Warmley has been a topic of
discussion on social media in the past week.
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Holiday let owners lose their appeal on noise
An inspector has upheld the decision of B&NES Council

As we have previously reported, people living near Selwood

unlikely to occur as regularly as with a commercial let: “The

to refuse planning permission for holiday lettings at a

Manor have highlighted problems with noise and anti-social

evidence received supports that this has occurred in the past.

Saltford house because of the impact on neighbours.

behaviour from raucous parties with outside facilities

Such noise would significantly harm the living conditions of

The owners lodged an appeal after the council refused to

including a sauna and hot tub.

neighbours, particularly in the summer months if windows

grant retrospective permission for Selwood Manor to be used

The Selwoods, who own the Bath Road property, lodged a

are open at night, when occupants would be trying to sleep.”

for Airbnb guests.

planning application in January for a mixed use of house and

The inspector’s report said that measures proposed in a noise

The inspector appointed by the Secretary of State announced

commercial holiday let, but in April the council refused it on

impact assessment to discourage excessive noise “can only

the decision on Friday, saying the economic benefit of guests

the grounds that it would create noise and disturbance to a

be deterrents, they cannot prevent it”.

to the local economy does not outweigh the harm to living

level that would cause “significant harm” to people living

“Further conditions proposed include the appellant being

conditions of neighbours.

nearby. The environmental protection team at the council

readily contactable in the event of a complaint, it is unclear

received at least seven complaints about noisy

what action they may take to resolve issues and once

guests.

disturbance has occurred, it is too late for those disturbed.

The inspector said: “The proposed change of use

The appellant also proposes that local charities could benefit

would provide commercial holiday letting

from the noise deposit being donated following any proven

accommodation for large groups of up to 16

complaints of noise, however this would be unlikely to offset

guests. The property has previously been leased as

the harm felt by those that have endured it. Such conditions

proposed, largely on weekends, to differing

would not prevent the identified harm occurring, likewise

groups, including hen parties and families, seeking

they would be largely unenforceable.”

to celebrate special occasions, and short breaks.

The inspector was dismissive of the idea of a temporary

Although welcomed on arrival by the appellant, it

permission to test the proposal’s acceptability: “I am of the

would not appear that any physical presence is

view that given the property has been used for some time for

maintained by the owners on site during the

such letting, its effect in planning terms has had sufficient

guests’ stay.”

time to be considered by the council. It is also unclear how

Whilst acknowledging that noise from celebration

any temporary permission trial would be monitored or

and socialising can occur from any private

subsequently appraised.”

residential property, the inspector said it would be

The inspector acknowledged the letters of support received

Selwood Manor
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grounds
highlighting that the business would continue to support the
local economy: “However, this economic benefit does not in
my view outweigh the harm to living conditions of

Tributes as community
pub announces closure

neighbours associated with the proposal.”
Selwood Manor now appears to have been removed from the
Airbnb website.

Second Airbnb
property in village
The owners of Selwood Manor also run another Airbnb
in Saltford.
Selwood Farm in Norman Road was previously known
as Beechwood House. The owners stress on the Airbnb
website that it is a residential area “so please respect our
neighbours and do not play any music or make noise
outside after 10pm”.
The 100 reviews show it is very popular with guests.
Residents have remarked on groups of same-sex visitors
arriving and departing the property with no evidence of
social distancing or health safety measures being
observed.
B&NES Council’s planning portal shows that no
planning application has been submitted for holiday let
use for the property.
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The Downend Tavern on Downend Road has announced
it is closing.
The announcement was made on Facebook last week by
Irene who runs the pub.
She said: “It is with a very sad and heavy heart that I write
this post. Due to the present climate and situation that we are
all in, the Downend Tavern will finally close its doors and
cease trading on Sunday 1st November.”
Until then opening hours are Friday 2pm to 10pm and
Saturday and Sunday noon to 10pm.
She continued: “I would like to thank all our patrons for their
loyalty and love they have shown towards me and my staff.
“Please feel free to come in and drink all my beer and clear
my cellar (as you do each and every week!) and I’m sure as
the Downend draws its final breath, we will toast the health,
wealth and friendship of all that have entered.”
Dozens of people have responded with dismay to the
announcement, including the chairman of Mangotsfield
Residents’ Association, Clive Heath, who is also a local
pastor. He said: “A real shame and so sad to hear it, a great
and welcoming place and music venue lost.”
Another person commented: “Another proper community
pub going, the death of a great tradition.”
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LETTERS
Travel consultation
deadline is extended
Dear Becky

Thank you.

management there when they removed the

Jon Parker

barriers and its attendant ticket system and

Oldland Parish Council

waived the parking fees at the start of the
‘lockdown’. I previously visited just a couple

On behalf of Oldland Parish Council I wish
to thank all those who have contributed to

Keeping Stockwood safe

the

Dear Editor

Oldland

Active

Travel

online

Local residents have been working together

These inputs have provided extremely

to form a Neighbourhood Watch scheme for

valuable views and more importantly

the whole of the Stockwood ward, aiming to

suggestions on how we could improve the

connect local people to help keep our

local

community safe.

network.

All

comments have been logged and will be

We are aware that other schemes exist within

followed up with our local partners to

this area, but our hope is that this scheme

explore

will support those who don't have a scheme

opportunities

to

implement

improvements wherever possible.

on their road, as well as help link existing

Two areas that received most comments

schemes

were the general condition of the ring road

information sharing.

path and safety concerns about the A4175

The first meeting of the newly formed group

Keynsham Road shared path. Please be

will be held on Thursday 22nd October at

assured that both these issues are being

6pm, via Zoom. Residents can join using the

actively pursued with the aim to deliver

details below.

effective improvements and it is good to

Meeting ID: 774 5740 4172

report that cut-back of vegetation has already

Passcode: Stockwood

taken place at both these locations, although

We appreciate that not everyone will be able

it is fully recognised that more significant

to attend digitally, but this is the best option

changes are needed to address the Keynsham

to keep within the guidelines and ensure

Road shared path safety concerns.

participant safety.

News of further improvements at these and

Sam Fox

other locations will be posted on the Oldland

Labour Party candidate for Stockwood

Active Travel consultation website -

Ward

together

to

enable

better

https://oldlandactivetravel.commonplace.is/
- and in the Cycle & Walking section of

My most recent visit was on Tuesday 6th
October and I always use the uncovered area.

consultation.

walking/cycling

of weeks ago when parking was still free.

keep this momentum going.

So you can imagine my surprise to receive a

Our store colleagues have been working

parking ‘ticket’ just 48 hours later in the sum

tirelessly to protect customers during the

of £85!

pandemic. Despite their hard work, violence

It would seem that, in reimposing parking

and threats have become part of the job -

charges, the management has employed a

they do not deserve this.

partner in crime in the shape of Horizon

As a regional, independent co-operative,

Parking, who, for the unwary, have now

we’ve been tackling crime from every angle

replaced the barrier/ticket system with

- causes, prevention, reporting and justice.

ANPR cameras but have not posted any

Although there have been some positive

notices at either entrance or exit warning of

steps forward, more needs to be done.

the new system.

Please consider writing to your MP, signing

As I had no reason to walk through the

the national petition or viewing the film we

precinct on that occasion as my business was

put together of our colleagues’ experiences.

further down the High Street, it would

This is a hard-hitting video we felt was

appear that my 22-minute visit is a costly

essential to highlight the severity of the

one. I could pay as little as a generously

issue. Information on all of these actions can

discounted £51 by paying within 14 days.

be found at https://coop.ly/2GmP0MB

No one would risk not paying the very

If we all play our part and we all work

reasonable previous parking fees if they were

together, then we can stop this wave of

made

violence

introduction of the fees.

which

has

been

getting

of

the

re-

I have seen no advance publicity locally and

We need politicians, police and the rest of

a phone call to the Management Office (0117

society to remember these crimes are not

9608596) is only manned by an answering

victimless. They affect real people.

machine which is obviously programmed to

Mark Smith

ignore

Chief Executive, Southern Co-op

information.

As we are continuing to obtain valuable data
and suggestions, together with establishing a

Dear Editor

communications network through the news

In September, we joined 22 of the UK’s

feed, it has been decided to extend the

major retailers and associations in publishing

Warning to users of
shopping centre

deadline for comments to the end of

an open letter in The Sunday Times to the

Dear Editor

December 2020.

Prime Minister calling for more effective

Although not residing in Kingswood, I am a

So please keep the comments coming and

legal protection for our colleagues from an

fairly frequent user of the businesses in

continue to spread the word about this

ever-rising tide of abuse, threats and

Kings Chase Shopping Centre and High

consultation so we can obtain the most

violence.

Street.

representative community view.

We now need your readers’ direct support to

I was pleased at the initiative shown by the

8

aware

progressively worse over the last few years.

We need your readers’
direct support

Oldland Parish Council website.

sufficiently

messages

and

requests

for

I abhor the practices of these parking pariahs
and fear that, if the shopping centre is trying
to recoup losses on parking fees during the
last few months, this may well backfire as I
believe the lack of barriers may lure other
unsuspecting visitors into this trap so, please,
be warned.
A very disgruntled pensioner
Name & address supplied
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Fishponds trio sentenced after officers Retail back-up
seize firearms imported from USA
plan for Fishponds
An international operation led by
Avon & Somerset Police has
successfully prevented three viable
firearms and ammunition from
ending up on the streets of the UK.
As a result of intelligence received,
officers were able to mount an
operation to disrupt an organised crime
group which had arranged for firearms
to be imported into the UK from the
USA.
Three brand-new Taurus handguns
were bought in Atlanta, Georgia, and
concealed in Bluetooth speakers,
before being posted to addresses
in Fishponds and in Hackney in
London.
As a result of the UK police operation,
officers in Miami were able to
intercept a package containing 330
rounds of ammunition, also hidden in
a speaker, before it could be exported.
Five men have now been sentenced at
Bristol Crown Court for their
involvement in the illegal importation
of firearms and been sentenced to a
combined total of more than 50 years.
Alcot Flemming, 44, Kenville Hall, 30,
and Busiso Benjamin, 30, all admitted
two counts of conspiring to supply a
firearm, while Rhafeek Morson, 29,
admitted one count. Nico Lacroix, 23,
admitted a charge of encouraging or
assisting the commission of an offence.
Hall also admitted a charge of
conspiring to possess ammunition.
In court last week Judge James Patrick

said each of the 330 bullets seized "had
the capacity to kill or maim" and the
weapons and ammo were destined for
the hands of criminals.
Det Chief Insp Simon Dewfall said:
“This was an organised criminal group
working on both sides of the Atlantic
to bring illegal firearms into the UK.
These firearms, which were brand new
and unused, would almost certainly
have fallen into the hands of those
wishing to cause harm to others.
“The crime group used social media
chat groups to co-ordinate their illicit
enterprise and evidence showed they
spent November 2019 arranging for
the firearms to be bought in Atlanta
and posted to the UK.
“On Thursday 21st November, a parcel
containing a Bluetooth speaker was
delivered to Kenville Hall’s home
address in Fishponds, and signed for
by Nico Lacroix, who believed it be a
delivery of imported cannabis. The
package actually contained a 9mm
Taurus self-loading pistol hidden
inside the speaker. A second package
was delivered to a property in
Hackney, London, which also
contained two firearms hidden within
a speaker – a 9mm Taurus self-loading
pistol and a Taurus .40 calibre selfloading pistol. This package was
picked up by Hall the following day,
who transported them to Bristol where
they were to be sold.
“During our investigation we

recovered a video on an encrypted
social media platform on Hall’s mobile
phone in which he’d filmed himself
holding the weapons.
“This a chilling video being used to
advertise the weapons for sale to his
criminal associates, but they were
intercepted by Avon & Somerset police
officers and the group members were
arrested during a series of armed
operations.
“We’d like to thank the National Crime
Agency for their invaluable support as
well as our colleagues in the USA, who
successfully stopped ammunition
destined for the UK from leaving
Miami on 2nd December 2019. This
was a prime example of a co-ordinated
international policing response to
dismantle a well-organised criminal
network.”
• Kenville Hall, 30, of Frampton
Crescent, Fishponds, was sentenced
to 17 years and two months in jail.
• Nico Lacroix, 23, also of Frampton
Crescent, was sentenced to four
months' imprisonment, suspended for
two years.
• Busiso Benjamin, 30, of Gorse Hill
in Fishponds, was sentenced to 12
years.
• Alcot Flemming, 44, of Quarry Lane
in Lawrence Weston, was sentenced
to 10 years and five months.
• Rhafeek Morson, 29, of Stanway
Court in Hackney, received a
sentence of 11 years and five months.

Sudoku
1-Easy

bingo hall
With the entertainment industry suffering from severe
economic uncertainty because of COVID-19, plans
have been submitted to Bristol City Council to change
the use of the bingo hall on Fishponds Road.
Buzz Bingo at 663 - 665 Fishponds Road has been
closed since March due to the pandemic. The bid is to
secure planning permission for retail use should the
need arise to secure alternative use.
The application says that there is no existing prospective
operator, but being within the defined Fishponds town
centre, retail use is “wholly appropriate”.
“Retail use would strengthen the vitality and viability
of the centre as a whole in shopping terms, either with
food or non-food provision.”
The application says that all parking, servicing and
deliveries can be accommodated within the existing
layout and with the new loading doors that are
proposed. The planning reference is 20/04204/F.

Cam Valley Arts
Trail goes online
Due to COVID-19, this year’s Cam Valley Arts Trail
will be taking place online rather than in local village
halls and studios.
It will be hosted over nine days, from 31st October to
8th November, rather than just one weekend.
More than 30 artists will be showcasing and selling their
original artworks. They include painters, silversmiths,
potters, glass artists, photographers, sculptors,
enamellers and more.
Visit www.camvalleyartstrail.co.uk to find out more.

SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 25th October

2 -Hard

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green
(10.30am-4pm)
Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm)
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)
Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park
(9.30am-4.30pm)
Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH
(10am-4pm)
Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)
Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds
(10am-4pm)
Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway
(11am-5pm)

The Week in • Wednesday 21st October 2020

9

Police highlight school
run law-breakers
Police recently caught two parents committing serious
driving offences while on the school run in Mangotsfield.
Beat manager Neal Scarborough told a virtual public meeting
last Tuesday that officers were at Barley Close Primary
School to educate parents about bringing their children on
illegal e-scooters when a woman drove past to drop her
children off.
“She didn’t have a seatbelt on and her six-month-old child
was in a child seat and that wasn’t secured either,” he told
the Community Engagement Forum for Staple Hill,
Mangotsfield & New Cheltenham.
The driver was stopped and after various checks the police
discovered that she didn’t have any insurance. The vehicle
was seized for the insurance offence and the driver was fined
on the spot for the two seatbelt offences.
PC Scarborough continued: “Just as we had finished dealing
with that, a man came driving up the road and parked on the
yellow zig-zag lines right under a sign that says ‘No
stopping’.”
The officer highlighted the road markings and the sign to the
driver and asked him to pull up further down the road so that
he could speak to him. The man then drove off but PC
Scarborough, who had his body camera on, was able to
identify him and establish that he was a disqualified driver
who had taken the vehicle without the owner’s consent to
drop his children at school.
PC Scarborough said the man was due to be interviewed for
disqualified driving, driving without insurance, failing to stop
for the police, and taking a vehicle without the owner’s
consent. He said: “There are some people that don’t give a

Crossword

monkey’s about the law and are pushing their luck and we
are doing our best to stop these people, have them taken off
the road.” He hoped that a regular police presence would
provide reassurance to people who walk to school. “We are
trying to do something about the lazy parents wanting to park
outside the school.”
• In Issue 645 we reported that South Gloucestershire Council
had halted controversial plans to close the road outside
Barley Close Primary School at peak times to maintain social
distancing and continue to encourage safe access, as well as
improve air quality.
The ‘School Street’ consultation held over the summer
highlighted a potential issue with access to a large number
of properties with back lane access off Barley Close.
The council said it was postponing the scheme until after
half-term to discuss the best way forward.
Last week it said that having had the opportunity to review
and consider comments received, along with liaising with the
school, it has been agreed not to proceed with introducing a
School Street scheme at Barley Close.

ACROSS

DOWN

1. Fits of temper (8)

2. Shrub (6)

8. Turning force (6)

3. Thin paper (6)

9. Church service (4)

4. Overturns (6)

10. Knight's title (3)

5. Pace (6)

11. Away from the
coast (6)

6. Gambol (6)

12. Located (8)

12. Move along swiftly (4)

15. Stroke (6)

13. Threesome (4)

16. Engraved (6)

14. Requests (4)

20. Sleep lightly (6)

17. Cloth strip (4)

24. Orchard fruits (6)

18. Opening (4)

27. Respectful (8)

19. Powder (4)

28. Arrow case (6)

21. Russian currency (6)

29. Girl's name (3)

22. Winged monster (6)

30. Inflamed
swelling (4)

23. Misprints (6)

31. Red wine (6)
32. Short narrative (8)

10

7. Subtlety (6)

24. Seek retribution (6)
25. Examined deeply (6)
26. Join the military (6)

New through road
begins to take shape
Work on creating a new carriageway through the
existing Wraxall Road roundabout on the A4174 ring
road is now well under way.
The scheme to create a fully signal-controlled
‘throughabout’ at the junction to increase capacity and
reduce congestion is costing almost £6m. Work started
in August and is expected to last until next September.
Drainage works under the new carriageway are almost
complete and work has started on constructing the lower
levels of the road.
Other work on site includes the removal of the existing
central reservations and the construction of the new road
layout on some of the approaches to the roundabout.
Narrow lanes have been installed at the roundabout and
a temporary speed limit of 30mph introduced.
Some of the work taking place requires lane closures To
limit disruption, this work is being carried out overnight
when there is less traffic on the roads. During the
overnight works, the carriageway in both directions of
the A4174 is reduced to one lane between Deanery
Road roundabout and Marsham Way roundabout.
The overnight work is set to continue Monday to Friday,
between 8pm and 6am, until Friday 18th December. The
council says it will continue to keep the community up
to date.

Marking Remembrance
Sunday in Keynsham
This year’s Remembrance Sunday event in Keynsham
will be a scaled-back event due to the pandemic.
Instead of a full Remembrance Parade on Sunday 8th
November, there is to be a small church service in St
John’s Church and the usual proceedings at the
Keynsham Memorial Park Gates for 30 key invited
guests.
However, to make the event accessible and to avoid
gatherings on the High Street, the whole proceedings,
from 9.45am to 11.10am, will be broadcast live via
YouTube for people to watch at home on either their
Smart TV, computer, iPad or phone.
The link will be https://youtu.be/-5d5rXb84bA
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Newly-laid yellow
lines being flouted

Developer appeals after council
refuses 9 homes next to Hygge Park
Developer Churnmead, which was refused
planning permission to build nine houses
on an overgrown site off the A4 next to
Hygge Park in Keynsham earlier this year,
has appealed to the Secretary of State.
Land Parcel 8108 lies between the new
development being built by Crest Nicholson,
and Harding Place.
The Bristol-based developer wants to build
five four-bed detached houses and four threebed semis with contemporary design to
complement Hygge Park, through which
access is proposed.
Bath & North East Somerset Council
rejected the proposal in April, saying it
would not provide the required 30%
affordable housing provision and the
developer had not agreed to provide the full
financial contributions for primary school
accommodation proportionate to the
expected number of pupils generated by the
development.
B&NES also said that whilst agreed in
principle, the application failed to secure

financial contributions towards parks and
open spaces provisions and replacement tree
planting.
In the appeal papers the developer argues
that that the council should not be seeking a
contribution towards affordable housing due
to the proposed development being only nine
units, which is below the national small sites
threshold. It says the proposed estate is a
standalone development, not a later phased
development of Hygge Park.
Churnmead says it doesn’t object to making
a financial contribution towards education
proportionate to the proposed development
but that the total build cost of the new school
at Hygge Park (£4.2m) “has never been
evidenced or justified by the council and
therefore agreement could not be reached at
the time of determination of the planning
application”. Similarly the appellant wants
further evidence from the council of the land
contribution costs.
The appeal will be decided by a planning
inspector appointed by the Secretary of State.
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New double yellow lines in Bitton parish
are being ignored.
Restrictions have been introduced
throughout the parish following a public
consultation.
At last week’s parish council meeting, the
issue was highlighted of people parking on
the yellow lines in the A4175 access road
by Keynsham Marina.
And residents in Bitton village have
spoken to the police and South
Gloucestershire Council’s parking services
department about vehicles which continue
to be parked at the junction of Church
Road and the A431, and on the pavement
on the corner of Church Road and Edwin
Short Close, even though there are now
yellow lines in place.
The lines were introduced following a
five-year campaign by local people to
tackle parking problems, particularly
involving vehicles that are not road legal.

This van parked on double yellow lines
in Bitton has no MoT or road tax

South Gloucestershire Council enforces
traffic regulations but the police say they
can give a ticket for obstruction where a
vehicle is parked on the corner obstructing
the view on to the main road, making it
dangerous. They have confirmed that
several tickets have already been issued to
drivers who have ignored the restrictions
on the corner of Church Road and the busy
main road.
There have also been reports of some
drivers ignoring the yellow lines that have
been laid outside Bitton Rec.

Yellow lines have been
laid near the marina
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Cross-party support in South Glos for
motion opposing planning reforms
South Gloucestershire Council has
unanimously passed a motion opposing
the Government’s proposed major
changes to the planning system.
Liberal Democrat councillors proposed a
motion for last Wednesday night’s full
council meeting and asked the Conservative
and Labour parties to support it.
Following negotiations, the Tories and
Labour councillors agreed to back a revised

version of the motion proposed by Cllr Jayne
Stansfield, Lib Dem Lead Member on the
Development Management Committee,
calling on the council to make
representations to the Government’s
consultation on its ‘Planning for the Future’
White Paper.
Cllr Stansfield described the proposals as “a
serious threat to a democratic and transparent
planning system” and asked that the council
raises
concerns
with
central
Government.
She said: “I would
question many of
the
assumptions
made in this White
Paper – there is the
idea that councils
are reluctant to
grant
planning
permission,
but
here in South Glos
we grant 93% of

planning applications. According to the
Local Government Association there are
over one million houses with planning
permission which have not been built.
“I am very concerned that the Government
appears to be proposing tearing up so many
safeguards contained within the current
planning system.
“These proposals remove most of the power
of local councils to decide what gets built in
their area, they remove the power of the
public to have a say on what happens near
them, they will massively reduce the amount
of affordable housing and vital infrastructure
that gets built, and they pay little attention to
the Climate Emergency. It is difficult to see
anything in these proposals which deserves
to be supported.”
The motion was seconded by Cllr Steve
Reade (Conservative) and Cllr Sam Scott

(Labour).
Cllr Reade said the country faces a housing
crisis but questioned whether the planning
process is the problem and encouraged the
Government to go back to the drawing board
following the feedback from local authorities
to make sure changes are introduced to
benefit everyone.
He said he understood the Government’s
intention to help the housing sector’s
recovery, adding that while the reforms
contain positive steps, including pressure for
new developments to be ‘beautiful’, the
proposals don’t quite achieve the holistic
view that is needed.
Cllr Scott said he welcomed the inclusion of
Labour’s addition to the motion that “the
proposals in their current state do not do
enough to deliver affordable housing to those
most in need”.

Public transport survey
for wheelchair users
A study is being carried out into the
accessibility of the West of England’s
public transport provision for wheelchair
users.
South Gloucestershire Disability Equality
Network is encouraging wheelchair users
who live in either Bristol, South
Gloucestershire, Bath and North East
Somerset or North Somerset to take part
in the survey being conducted under the
auspices of the University of the West of
England. Many disabled people rely upon
and frequently use public transport but

also experience a number of difficulties or
barriers in accessing it. Focusing on
wheelchair users in particular, the study
aims to identify and understand the
barriers currently faced by this specific
group in accessing public transport in
Bristol and the surrounding area.
This study also delves into the solutions
that could be, or have been, put in place to
mitigate against the barriers faced by
wheelchair users in accessing public
transport.
Visit https://tinyurl.com/y4zteck7

Situations Vacant
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Family offer £200 reward for safe
return of beloved Bengal cat
A Keynsham family whose Bengal cat has been missing
for a month are offering a £200 reward for his safe
return.
Three-year-old Alfie, who has very distinctive markings, has
been missing from his home opposite Keynsham Rugby Club
since Tuesday 22nd September.
His owner Claire Toms told The Week In that local inquiries
to date have not generated any confirmed sightings of Alfie,
who has been known to beg for food at The Crown pub.
She said: “One new very promising line of inquiry has come
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forward - a short, older lady with long grey hair was
overheard in the local Tesco store asking staff about cat litter
and indicated she had a Bengal cat that she had taken in after
she had been feeding him regularly. Enquiries are ongoing
to identify this lady.
“We would appeal to anyone who has a relative, friend or
neighbour who they think may have recently acquired such
a cat to please contact us in confidence. He is very vocal so
may have been heard if not seen.
“Of course should this lady be reading and now realise he
wasn’t stray and the upset it is causing, please
either make contact or make good his return
to The Redwoods area next to The Crown,
rather than have him simply be put out lost and
confused after potentially being kept in so
long.”
Alfie is neutered and has been microchipped.
He is described as very friendly and his sister
cat has been pining for his return, as have
Claire’s stepdaughters.
If you can help reunite Alfie with his family
call Claire on 07939 249455 or alternatively
contact The Week In on 0117 9860381.
The family have paid for this appeal.
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Sudoku Solutions
1-Easy

Crossword Solution

2-Hard

Service Directory
Aerials

Architectural
Services

Carpet Cleaning

Electrical

Garden Services

Chimney Sweeps

Guttering

Handyman

Blinds
Appliances

An advert
like this costs

Computers

Garden Services

£21.00

Home Help

+ VAT
An advert
like this costs

£21.00

per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks

+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks
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DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

The Week in • Wednesday 21st October 2020

Service Directory
Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Home
Maintenance

Painting
& Decorating

Plumbing

Tree Services

D.JAMES DECORATING
36 Years’ Experience
Qualified tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902/
01275 831696
Or visit our website
www.djamesdecorating.com

Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs

Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs

Plumbing

£21.00

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

£21.00

+ VAT

+ VAT

per insert

per insert

Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

Sewing Lessons

Adverts cost £4.20 per

Adverts cost £4.20 per

centimetre (min 5cm)

centimetre (min 5cm)

The more weeks you

The more weeks you

book the cheaper

book the cheaper

each insertion

each insertion

becomes

becomes

1 week - £21

Waste Disposal

2 weeks - £18.90

2 weeks - £18.90

Rubbish
Clearance

4 wk - £17.85
6 wk - £16.80
8 wk - £15.75
12 wk - £14.70

Roofing
Locksmiths

26 wk - £13.65
52 wk - £12.60
All prices per week
exc VAT
You don't have to book
successive weeks.
You can choose
fortnightly, monthly
or specific insertion
dates as long as the
total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.

1 week - £21

8 wk - £15.75

We load and clear any
household, garden,
garage and shed
clearance
Free estimates
Fully licensed
85% recycled

12 wk - £14.70

at anytime to book

Telephone
Engineers

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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6 wk - £16.80

Cheap and fast

Call 0117 9373009

Painting
& Decorating

4 wk - £17.85

26 wk - £13.65
52 wk - £12.60
All prices per week
exc VAT
You don't have to book
successive weeks.
You can choose
fortnightly, monthly
or specific insertion
dates as long as the
total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.
Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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