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Schools hit by coronavirus outbreaks
The Oasis Academy John Williams in Hengrove was
closed to all Year 7 students last Wednesday after a
confirmed case of COVID-19.
Two pupils at Two Mile Hill Primary School have also tested
positive and there is a confirmed case at Kings’ Forest
Primary School in Kingswood.
The Oasis Academy John Williams remains open to students
in Years 8, 9, 10 and 11 and parents of pupils in those years
are advised that providing their child remains well, they can
continue to attend school as normal.
Principal Victoria Boomer-Clark told parents: “As you
know, we have put extensive measures in place to ensure
that our students and staff are as safe as possible as we have
welcomed our young people back to school.
“This is an isolated individual case in the Year 7 bubble, so
please don’t be alarmed, but it is a reminder that we all need
to remain vigilant, both in school and in the wider
community.

Also in this
week’s issue

“We are continuing to monitor the situation and are working
closely with Public Health England.”
The children in the Year 7 bubble must self-isolate until
Monday 21st September and should return to school on
Tuesday 22nd September, providing they are symptom-free.
Last Thursday South Gloucestershire Council said it was
working closely with Public Health England South West to
support staff working at Kings’ Forest Primary School
following a single confirmed case of COVID-19 in Year 1.
Following advice from Public Health England and the
school’s own risk assessment, the class bubble affected has
been told to self-isolate for 14 days. The parents/carers of
27 pupils in the Year 1 class group have been informed that
their child must be kept home and to isolate for two weeks
as a precautionary measure as they are deemed to have been
in close contact with the confirmed case. The rest of the
school is remaining open and extra cleaning was being
carried out.
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Mike Wade, Deputy Director of Health Protection for Public
Health England South West, has advised that testing for
those children isolating is only required if they develop
symptoms of COVID-19.
Sara Blackmore, Director of Public Health at South
Gloucestershire Council, said: “The school had good
infection control procedures in place which will have helped
minimise any potential spread but this should be a reminder
to all that COVID-19 has not gone away and it is everyone’s
responsibility to do the right thing: keep your distance from
others, wear a face covering, unless you are exempt, in all
shops, indoor venues and on public transport, and wash your
hands with soap and water often and for at least 20 seconds.”
Ross Newman, executive headteacher of the Forest Hill
Partnership of Kings’ Forest Primary School and Staple Hill
Primary Schools, said: “Although we have a confirmed case
of COVID-19, we are pleased that the child is not feeling
Continued on page 2
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Schools hit by coronavirus outbreaks
Continued from page 1
unwell. I would like to thank parents and children for their
support and understanding in this challenging and disruptive
time.”
Meanwhile at Two Mile Hill Primary on the Kingsway,
headteacher Owen Knowles wrote to parents last Wednesday
to say that two children in the school community have tested
positive for COVID 19.
“We are continuing to monitor the situation and are working
closely with Public Health England and Bristol City
Council.”
Children who are in the same bubble as the students with the
confirmed cases must stay at home until Monday 21st
September.

The rest of the school remains open and, providing their child
remains well, parents can continue to send them as normal.

Another drive-in testing unit opens in B&NES
A second drive-in COVID-19 mobile testing unit opened
in B&NES on Friday.The unit at Odd Down Park & Ride
is in addition to the temporary mobile testing unit at
Paulton Rovers Football Club car park which has been
extended again and is now scheduled to be available until
next Monday (21st September).The council’s public health
team has arranged the additional unit to give more people
better access to local testing.
The Department of Health and Social Care has reported an
increase in demand for testing and says the service is
currently very busy. It is asking anyone who tries to book
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a test and is unable to do so, or who is offered a location or
time which is not convenient, to wait a few hours and then
try again.
Both units are part of the COVID-19 National Testing
Programme and anyone who thinks they may have
coronavirus symptoms can book a test by visiting
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19getting-tested. People without internet access can dial 119.
Residents attending both units for test should arrive by car
and not use public transport. The postcode for Paulton
Football Club is BS39 7RF and for Odd Down is BA2 8PA.

COVID-19 closes
Keynsham pub
for four days
The Ship Inn in
Temple Street in
Keynsham closed its
doors immediately
last Thursday after
being informed by a
customer who was at
the pub the previous
Saturday night that
they had tested
positive for COVID19.
On their Facebook
page staff wrote: “We will be closing the pub
immediately to hopefully reduce the spread.
“We will be having all staff tested and the whole
premises will be professionally sanitised for Monday.
“We highly recommend anyone that was attendant at the
Ship Inn on Saturday night and has now got symptoms
should go be tested as well. If you don't have symptoms
we recommend keeping alert.
“Currently this is an isolated account and hopefully it
was not spread more.”
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Plans for Block D at The Chocolate
Quarter are lodged with council
St Monica Trust has now submitted plans
for the final stage of its development at
The Chocolate Quarter in Keynsham to
B&NES Council.
It follows a public consultation last month
when people were invited to have their say
about the proposed addition of 44 assisted
living apartments in a new five-storey
building on the unused ground between
Somerdale Pavilion and Block C, which
houses offices and St Augustine’s Surgery.

The original Block D was in virtually the
same location as the proposed replacement
but was demolished as part of the wider site
clearance of redundant Cadbury’s factory
buildings at Somerdale in February 2014.
The original proposals as part of the Taylor
Wimpey masterplan were for a block of
apartments on the site, similar in style and
form to those already now constructed along
Trajectus Way, with the option of a retail unit
at the ground-floor level.

How the proposed new D Block would look

The site is currently unused

Following the acquisition of the site by St
Monica Trust, a variety of proposals were
looked at, culminating in the proposal for a
further block containing assisted living
apartments, purpose-designed for those who
would have a higher level of dependency
than those who may otherwise purchase an
apartment within the main care village
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(Blocks A and B). The new Block D
apartments will be available to lease or buy
and will all have balconies. A private
residents’ lounge is proposed on the ground
floor. There will also be a communal outdoor
area for the whole community to enjoy.
The planning reference number on B&NES
Council’s website is 20/03152/FUL.
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Owners fined thousands over
eyesore Kingswood building
The owners of the former Linden Hotel in
Kingswood have been fined more than
£14,000 and ordered to pay £667 in costs
at Bristol Magistrates’ Court for failing to
ensure the exterior of the building was
properly maintained.
M B Estate, of Station Road in
Shirehampton, were prosecuted for failing to
comply with a Section 215 notice issued by
South Gloucestershire Council as the poor
external appearance of the building was
having a detrimental impact on the local
area.
The notice required that the external
appearance of the building be improved by
repairing all boarded-up windows and doors,
as well as making repairs to the exterior

render, the front canopy and repainting the
building.
The owners were previously found guilty of
the same offence on 20th November 2019
which resulted in a £1,000 fine.
South Gloucestershire Council’s Cabinet
Member for Planning, Transport & Strategic
Environment, Steve Reade, said: “This
successful prosecution and significant fine
demonstrates that we will not tolerate
buildings being left in an unsafe and
unsightly condition which can have a
detrimental impact on an entire community.
It is important to the council how people feel
about their local area when out and about,
and that we tackle eyesore properties that can
drag the rest of the area down.
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“The owners were provided with
ample opportunity to make the
necessary repairs and bring the
exterior of the building up to the
minimum required standard, but
still failed to do so. I am pleased
that the courts have handed down
such a hefty fine which I hope
acts as a deterrent to others.
“Our
future
vision
for
Kingswood is ambitious and we
are committed to revitalising the
area as a cultural hub with an
array of retail, residential,
business and leisure options
through the Love Our High
Streets project, and our Future
High Streets Fund bid.”
Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore welcomed
the successful prosecution. He said: “Local
residents deserve to be proud of where they
live and those in our community who
The old factory building on Bath Road

actively avoid their responsibilities and are
complicit in bringing down the area around

them should be held accountable.”
Anyone who has concerns over the poor
external appearance of a building within
South Gloucestershire can report it by calling
01454
868004,
or
by
visiting
https://beta.southglos.gov.uk/report-aplanning-breach/
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Tireless community champion dies
Ann Coales, a resident of Oldland
Common since 1974, passed away on
Thursday 3rd September.
Ann was known to many in the village and

surrounding area for her tireless community
work and the great support she gave to
others. She was particularly committed to
working with children and will be

remembered by many for her involvement in
local schools and community groups.
Over her active life, she ran the mothers and
toddlers group from the church hall, served
as chair of governors at both St Anne’s
Primary School and Sir Bernard Lovell
School, and was an active member of the
PTA at both schools.
Ann was involved with some of the youngest
members of the community through
weighing babies at the local surgery and
helping at Oldland Playgroup, as well as
supporting older people in the area by
delivering library books to the housebound
and cooking meals for the elderly.
She was president of Bitton WI for four
years. She served as both a parish councillor
and magistrate and was determined to make

her community a better place to live in. One
of her lasting achievements was as a founder
of the East Bristol branch of the Chernobyl
Children’s Lifeline, a local charity which
hosts children each summer from Belarus.
Many readers will have seen Ann out
walking or supporting events in the local
area with her husband, Roger, their three
children who grew up in the village and the
grandchildren who brought her great
happiness.
The funeral will be a private family occasion
(due to COVID restrictions). The family
have asked for donations in Ann’s memory
to go to St Peter’s Hospice and say that they
have been overwhelmed by the many
expressions of sympathy and kindness they
have received.

Virtual meeting in fight against racism
This picture from 2016 shows Ann Coales, right and
her husband Roger with Marina Harodnaya and her
daughter Victoria. Marina first stayed with the Coales
aged 12 for a respite holiday with the Chernobyl
Children’s Life Line charity
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Staple Hill Community Action Against
Racism will be holding their first general
meeting on Sunday 20th September from
7pm to 8pm.

Due to COVID rules it will be conducted
over Zoom. For information on how to
take part search for the group on
Facebook.
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Siston couple are jailed
over drug offences
A man and woman from Siston are starting jail terms

September).

after admitting drug-dealing offences.

Both had previously admitted being concerned in supplying

Ashley Hawkins, 32, and Rebecca Withey, 26, were given

cocaine, MDMA and ketamine between November 2015 and

prison terms at Bristol Crown Court last Tuesday (8th

May of this year.
Hawkins also admitted possessing a stun gun and a knuckle
duster. He was jailed for seven years and two months while
Withey was given a two-year prison term.
Hawkins’ younger brother Alexander, 26, of Emersons
Green, admitted possessing criminal property. He was given
an 18-month community order with 150 hours’ unpaid work
requirement.
DC Laurence Castle said: “Ashley Hawkins established a
drug-dealing operation over several years, targeting

Ashley Hawkins

university students.

Rebecca Withey
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“He had no hesitation in involving those close to him in his

recovery of thousands of pounds worth of drugs and cash by

enterprise, and paid no regard to the harm illegal drugs cause

officers from Operation Remedy and Bristol Investigations

in the community.

and demonstrates that we will tenaciously pursue those who

“He was prepared to carry dangerous and prohibited weapons

choose to deal drugs in our community.”

with him in order to continue his offending and blatantly

Proceeds of Crime Act hearings will now take place to seek

advertised his services on social media.

confiscation of cash and valuables the pair obtained through

“This was a complex investigation which resulted in the

their illegal activities.
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Have your say on the future
of Hanham High Street
South Gloucestershire Council is conducting a survey
asking people to help shape how Hanham High Street will
look, feel and work in the years to come.
The council is currently running a campaign encouraging
people to shop in Hanham to help it thrive, which has been
promoted in the media including The Week In.
The survey says: “We know that local high streets have faced
significant challenges for many years and the COVID-19
pandemic has not helped the situation, with trading

Scotland Lane closure
Scotland Lane, the back route which connects
Stockwood Lane to the Brislington Park & Ride, is
scheduled to be closed from 19th to 26th October for
road reconstruction work.
It is hoped that this will resolve the problems of cars
damaging their wheels when they go to the side of the
lane. The work will not overlap with the roadworks
being carried out on Stockwood Hill by BANES
Council which are scheduled to finish by 7th October.
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remaining difficult.
“We are looking at how we can
support our high streets thrive, and are
interested in your views on how we
can support Hanham High Street now
and in the future.”
People are asked to use three words
to describe what’s good about
Hanham High Street, what’s not good
and what would you’d like it to be
like.
It asks how often you visit the High
Street and how you get there; whether
you visit the library and community
centre and how often; and whether
additional free car parking would make you more likely to
use High Street businesses.The survey asks how important
it is to improve features, such as more trees, plants or green
space; more cycle parking; better paving; designated cycle
lanes, and a reduction in traffic. And it also asks how
important the addition of new facilities in Hanham would be,

such as outside seating; a wider range of shops; co-working
space; creative workshop space; access to a car share scheme,
and historical and art installations.
To have your say do an internet search for ‘Hanham Future
High Street Survey’.
It takes about five minutes to complete and the deadline for
submission is Wednesday 30th September.
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LETTERS
Another dissatisfied Virgin
Media customer
Dear Editor
In response to the letter from John P Walker
in Issue 644, we had similar issues with
Virgin Media when we attempted to inform
them that we were moving house to an area
not served by them. We found it impossible
to get anyone to accept responsibility for
cancelling our contract.
Like Mr Walker, we were passed from team
to team and went round and round in circles.

practice for expanding the possible theories
we might hold about an event, or something
that is challenging us. It requires that we
come up with six possible theories of what’s
going on, and as we do, we expand the data
we are conscious of. Six ways to think about
what we might call a problem. Thus we are
less likely to move forward precipitously and
dangerously.
Michael Armstrong
Longwell Green

someone else.

Disposable face coverings
seem to be just that!

Meanwhile, we cancelled our direct debit,

Dear Editor

moved house and continued to receive bills

No doubt other readers have noticed the large

which began to include penalties for non-

number of disposable face coverings which

payment.

seem to litter our streets since the guidelines

In desperation, we Googled the contact

were introduced requiring them to be worn

details for the CEO and emailed him. Within

inside shops.

a couple of days, we had an apologetic phone

It does seem that these people, no

call, our contract was cancelled and we were

doubt objecting to the requirement in the

told we owed nothing. I suggest Mr Walker

first place, simply think it is fine to

does the same and wish him luck.

simply ‘dispose’ of them once they are

We certainly won't be using Virgin Media

outside.

again.

Whereas other public-spirited citizens may

Debbie Higgins

feel inclined to pick up other items of litter

Keynsham

and place them in the bin (which is often

Each team said we needed to speak to

Road improvement
scheme includes
new lighting
B&NES Council has approved plans to
improve the private access road between
Chandag Junior and Infant schools and
add lighting to make it safer for
pedestrians.
The road pictured, which is in a poor
condition, will be resurfaced, the speed
bump reinstated and the pavement re-laid
along with flush kerbing which will allow
delivery lorries to straddle the pavement
without damaging the kerbing.

The pedestrian path will be painted in a
contrasting colour to differentiate it from
the road, and signs will be installed to
confirm it is a shared vehicular and
pedestrian route.
There is currently no lighting in the access
road or pavement area. The eight new
four-metre lighting columns and LED
lights will be switched off by 10pm so as
not to cause significant harm to people
living nearby.

located a few steps away), clearly handling

Following the rules

a disposed-of face mask is another matter

Dear Editor

altogether.

Whilst I was looking up the Government’s

No doubt, the same attitude of ‘it’s someone

rule of six on the internet I discovered this

else’s problem not mine’ that results in

link - https://www.judysorumbrown.com/r

discarded cigarette packets and dogs’ mess

ule-of-six - which I thought might be of

littering our streets, now applies to people

interest to readers.

wearing face coverings. Keep a look out for

It's in respect of the Native American Rule

anyone with a mask, walking a dog and

of Six, which I thought to be as hopeful and

smoking a cigarette!!

as clear are the Government?!

Name and address supplied.

The Rule of Six
The Rule of Six is a Native American
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Get careers advice
A Back to Work Fair is being held at Lyde
Green Community Centre on Monday
(21st September) from noon to 4pm.
There will be advice for anyone who is
looking for work, a change of career or
who owns a small business
The event’s partners are Future Bright,

Sovereign, Community Learning & Skills
Service, Community Fund and West of
England Works.
The event will be adhering to social
distancing requirements and people will
need to wear a mask in the communal
areas of the centre.
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Reports of children sent home
are ‘inaccurate’, says school
Broadlands Academy in Keynsham has been lambasted

of unpolished shoes, but I have submitted for an adjournment

in the House of Commons by Bristol East MP Kerry

debate and seeing as the Leader of the House wouldn’t be

McCarthy over its alleged handling of uniform

able to speak in that debate, I’d be quite willing to speak on

infringements.

his behalf and I hope he shares my horror at the fact that these

There were reports circulating last week that as many as 70

are children that have missed out on months of education;

Broadlands pupils had been sent home on their first day back

they have had a really tough time and they are now being

for not wearing the correct uniform.

denied the right to go to school.”

However the school, which is part of the Academies

She asked if Westminster Hall is likely to resume sittings

Enterprise Trust (AET), this week said that inaccurate stories

soon so that she stands a better chance of getting a debate.

were circulating, and no children had been sent home,

Mr Rees-Mogg has been self-isolating as one of his children

although a relatively small number had received half-day

showed COVID-19 symptoms. Standing in for him last

exclusions for “defiance and rudeness”.

Thursday, Acting Leader of the House Stuart Andrew said

is particularly important.

Addressing the Commons on Thursday, Ms McCarthy said:

that he didn’t have personal knowledge of the issue so

“There have been a number of inaccurate stories focusing on

“Many children from my constituency of Bristol East attend

couldn’t make specific comments about it, but he agreed that

the uniform policy at the academy, with it misreported that

Broadlands Academy, which is in the Leader of the House’s

“it is absolutely important that all children get back to school.

70 children were sent home for having the wrong uniform.

(Jacob Rees-Mogg) constituency.

It’s imperative that they do, that’s why it’s been a big priority

No students have been sent home for incorrect uniform;

“This week 70 pupils there have been denied their right to

of this Government and we are ensuring that it happens.

however a relatively small number of students did receive

education because of minor infringements of uniform policy;

“I can confirm that we are doing everything we can to ensure

half-day exclusions for defiance and rudeness.

for example a logo missing because the shop simply didn’t

that Westminster Hall debates are up and running again next

“The uniform policy in the academy has not changed but is

have those items in stock, or shoes that couldn’t be polished.

month.”

being enforced. The academy has been mindful of the

“Now I suspect that the Leader of the House thinks that every

New headteacher Louise Hamilton recently joined

challenges families have faced during lockdown, and where

child ought to turn out every day as if they were on their way

Broadlands, having been a senior leader in Wiltshire for the

students have been unable to obtain uniform from suppliers,

to Eton, and I can’t begin to imagine his horror at the thought

last eight years. She took over from James Hall, who had

they have been issued with uniform passes. Parents who may

been there since 2017.

have bought uniform which is not permitted have been

A spokesperson for Broadlands told The Week In: “Mrs

financially supported in acquiring the correct uniform.

Hamilton has taken a strong stance on behaviour and

“When making every decision, the academy has considered

uniform, embedding disruption-free learning in the academy

the potential impact on students’ mental health. Creating a

and the impact in the first week has been excellent. Parents,

calm and purposeful learning environment is essential for all

staff and students have commented on the positive effect this

students so that they can focus on their learning. AET and

has had on learning and the sense of calm and focus in

Broadlands are proud of the way we supported the students

lessons. Given the disruption due to the pandemic, ensuring

academically and emotionally during lockdown and are keen

that learning takes place in a calm and ordered environment

to continue this work at the start of the new term.”

Kerry McCarthy

Louise Hamilton

Sudoku
1-Easy

SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 20th September

2 -Hard

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green
(10.30am-4pm)
Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm)
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)
Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park
(9.30am-4.30pm)
Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH
(10am-4pm)
Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)
Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds
(10am-4pm)
Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway
(11am-5pm)

The Week in • Wednesday 16th September 2020

9

Developer to sell five-acre plot after losing appeal
A developer who has repeatedly failed to get planning
permission to build houses in woodland in Bitton is
putting the site up for sale, along with the field behind it.
There is a guide price of £90,000 for the five-acre acre parcel
of land, which fronts Bath Road and has vehicular access
from Kings Square. It falls within both the Green Belt and
Bitton Conservation Area.
Jim Hawtin has tried for years to develop the woodland site
but his plans have always been met with strong local
opposition and been rejected by South Gloucestershire
Council.
The larger land holding has also previously been submitted
(unsuccessfully) in response to South Gloucestershire
Council’s call for sites.
Mr Hawtin went to the Secretary of State after being refused
planning permission last November for his most recent
proposals for two large detached houses. In July (Issue 637)

we reported that he had lost his
appeal.
The developer had argued that a
number of changes had taken place
which made it appropriate to submit
a fresh application, including a
number of appeal decisions
confirming the interpretation of
infilling in villages in the Green Belt.
He had argued that the dark and
unkempt woodland site makes it an
easy target for trespassers and
effectively cuts the village in two.
But the council had refused
permission, saying the plans did not
constitute infill development, nor fall
within the limited categories of
development considered appropriate
An aerial view of the site that is being auctioned
within the Green Belt; it also said that
the loss of green and undeveloped land would harm the the Green Belt in years to come and finding exceptional
circumstances to release land for local housing needs.
conservation area and nearby listed buildings.
The inspector appointed to determine the appeal dismissed The adviser also highlights the possibility of the land being
it, saying the proposed development would cause harm to the used for camping. He says permanent facilities may not
Green Belt; that the site makes a significant and positive comply with Green Belt regulations but facilities for outdoor
contribution to the character and appearance of the sport would: “The main thing is preservation of openness.”
conservation area; and that it wouldn’t be an acceptable The plot is listed by Hollis Morgan for a live online auction
on Wednesday 14th October.
location for new housing.
The auction particulars talk about the site’s planning history
and prospective buyers are advised that they must make their
own investigations with regards future consent.
The larger land holding’s ‘hope value’ is also highlighted,
with a planning adviser saying that it would obviously be in
relation to the council undertaking a “lower-level review” of

Crossword

ACROSS

DOWN

1. Treadle (anag.) (7)

1. Gangway (5)

5. Hickory nut (5)

2. White heron (5)

8. Frozen water (3)

3. Frustrates (7)

Cars keyed
There have been several recent incidents of cars being
keyed in the Mangotsfield area.
Residents have reported damage to vehicles parked in
Royal Road, Burley Grove, Brook Road and Mendip
Crescent.
People are asked to call the police on 101 if they have
any information.

9. Writes carelessly (7) 4. Neglect (6)
10. Approaches (5)

5. Small coins (5)

11. Organic compound 6. Episode (7)
(5)
7. Coming into being (7)
13. Ceremonial staff (7) 12. Glide on snow (3)
15. Affectedly dainty (4) 14. Yield (4)
17. Flowering shrub (6) 16. Unit of power (4)
19. Timber decay (3,3) 17. Shakespearean
tragedy (7)
22. You (arch.) (4)
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24. Card game (7)

18. Minor detail (7)

26. Confined (5)

20. Recuperate (7)

29. Come in (5)

21. Singleton (3)

30. Deflect (7)

23. Poor (4-2)

31. Flightless bird (3)

25. Tiny scrap (5)

32. Hidden stock (5)

27. Minor abrasion (5)

33. Augur (7)

28. Fearful expectation (5)
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‘School Street’ scheme is halted for rethink
South Gloucestershire Council has halted controversial
plans to close the road outside Barley Close Primary
School in Mangotsfield at peak times.
The ‘School Street’ scheme aims to maintain social
distancing and continue to encourage safe access, as well as
improve air quality, with a proposed 50-minute closure in the
morning and for one hour in the afternoon.
School Streets involve signs and retractable bollards, and
residents as well as parents have to avoid entering and
leaving during the timed closures. School staff maintain
access for emergency vehicles during the closure periods
each day.
But the consultation held over the summer highlighted a

Thefts in Keynsham
Tools were stolen from a carport on The Mead,
Keynsham, between 10pm on Monday 7th September
and 6am on Tuesday 8th.
CCTV shows the offenders in the rear garden, meaning
they would have had to climb the fence.
And someone broke into a garden shed in Alcina Way,
Keynsham, and stole a pushbike between 10am on
Friday 4th September and 8am on Saturday 5th.
If you have any information regarding these incidents
contact the police on 101. Alternatively you can call
Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111.

potential issue with access to a large
number of properties with back lane
access off Barley Close.
Although 86% of respondents agreed
that there is a parking problem in Barley
Close during school pick-up and drop-off
times, the majority (63%) felt the School
Street would make parking issues near
the school worse; only 14% said it would
make it better and 23% didn’t know;
92% of respondents disagreed with the
School Street becoming permanent in the
future.
The council says it has a number of
suggested ways forward, including
changing hours and a permit scheme, but
rather than rush something through, it
has postponed the scheme to discuss the
best way forward.
In a letter to those who took part in the
consultation and to local residents, the council says that a
decision has been made to temporarily delay the scheme until
October half-term.
“Having received a number of concerns, it would be
appropriate to undertake a full review of the comments
received to ensure that residents aren’t significantly impacted
by the short road closure periods but to also ensure that the
scheme can still be introduced in the near future. Please rest

Barley Close

assured that all interested parties will be kept informed of
any future decisions that are to be made for this particular
‘School Street’ scheme.”
The council has gone ahead with Experimental Traffic Orders
(ETOs) for School Streets outside King’s Oak Academy in
Brook Road in Kingswood and Abbotswood Primary in
Kelston Close in Yate.
People have the opportunity to submit feedback during the
trials’ six-month consultation periods.

Advertising feature

Empire of India reopens after expansion
Lovers of authentic Indian food will be pleased to hear
that one of the area’s most popular and friendly curry
houses has reopened following a major expansion.
Empire of India in Queens Road, Keynsham, has been run
by the Miah family since 2012. Over the summer they
secured planning permission to take over the shop next
door, which had been empty for some time, and have
knocked through to create a large dining area in the same
stylish, contemporary décor.
Alom Miah explains that although the business has been
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open for the safe collection of takeaways, the building work
meant that the restaurant wasn’t ready to take part in the
Government’s Eat Out to Help out scheme during August.
“However, we want people to know that we are now open
for eating in, not just for takeaways, and we are serving the
same great food,” Alom tells The Week In.
“And there’s lots of space for social distancing. We have
strict COVID-19 safety measures in place in line with
Government guidelines.”
The restaurant, which scores highly in TripAdvisor
reviews, and has 4 stars in food and hygiene, serves cuisine
using the freshest ingredients to create some of the most

exquisite dishes from
India and Bangladesh.
The chefs have years of
experience in the Indian
restaurant industry, and
pride themselves on
really knowing what
makes Indian and
Bengal food stand out.
The sumptuous menu
caters for all tastes, and
vegans and people with
gluten-free diets are
well catered for.
Customers are welcome to bring along their own alcohol
to drink at the restaurant.
There is a 20% discount for takeaways; you can order and
pay online or over the phone and have it ready for
collection.
• Empire of India is at 63-65 Queens Road, Keynsham, and
is open daily (apart from Mondays) from 5pm to 10.30pm.
To book a table or to find out more visit
empireofindia.com/ or call 0117 9866181 or 0117 3290300.
There is a big free car park in front of the restaurant.
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Church’s virtual
fete raises more
than £4,400
Public support for
proposed zebra crossing
A public consultation has backed plans to
install a zebra crossing on a speed table on
Lower Hanham Road, south of the
junction with Mount Hill Road.
The speed table is part of a scheme which
includes high friction surfacing on the
approach to the crossing to improve stopping
for vehicles heading downhill. Belisha
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beacons are proposed on each side of the
crossing. Funding has become available to
carry out the scheme which will be legally
advertised. Pictured from left are Hanham
councillors Brenda Langley, Jason Pearce
and June Bamford, who have been
campaigning for improved safety measures
including on Lower Hanham Road.

With Bitton’s popular church fete –
usually a major money-spinner - cancelled
this year because of COVID-19, the
organisers were still keen to do something
to raise funds and keep the community
spirit going.
The fete committee decided in June that it
wouldn’t be possible to safely run the fete,
which had been scheduled for Saturday
29th August, because of the need for
social distancing.
So instead they hoped they could still raise
a significant sum for St Mary’s Church by

staging various events over the bank
holiday weekend, including a raffle prize
draw, a photographic competition and by
encouraging people to hold small socially
distanced cream tea parties, with hosts
inviting guests to pay a suggested
donation of £5 each towards church funds.
Sales of a St Mary’s Christmas card,
featuring the stained glass Christmas
window in the church, were also added to
the virtual fete’s takings. The organisers
announced that the total amount raised
was £4,438.

Keep in touch, let us know what you think, send
us your news www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Changes to planning laws will
remove democratic scrutiny
The Hanham and District Greenbelt Conservation
Society (HDGCS) has issued a damning response to the
Government’s proposed shake-up of the planning system.
Rather than leading to better homes being delivered faster,
the society warns the proposals will “do little to enhance the
planning process and will result in the removal of the
democratic scrutiny that has served the community well”.
As we reported in Issue 640 (12th August), the recently
published ‘Planning for the Future’ White Paper proposes a
radical alternative to current planning laws which the
Government claims are holding back house-building in the
country. Instead of planning applications being considered
by local councils and open to public scrutiny, the proposed
new legislation would divide the country into three ‘zones’
– land suitable for growth, renewable areas and protected
land.
The only decisions influenced locally would be on a design
template for buildings in the first two of those categories. As
long as developers met those criteria, they could effectively
do what they liked.
But the society argues that there would be significant
upheaval with “gigantic ‘Local Plan consultation’ and
probable legal challenges to establish the zoning of these
classifications within communities. However, once adopted
there would appear be little opportunity for local involvement
or deviation.”
Describing the White Paper as “80+ pages of guff, illustrated
with images of housing and communities designed by
leading architectural practices,” they echo the sentiments of
the Local Government Association that it is not the planning
rules which are holding back new housing, but the developers
themselves. With around 90% of all planning applications
successful, there are still one million houses with approval
but yet to be built.
In response to the assertion that the new law will streamline
the planning process, the society counters that “the
consultation process necessary to establish the categories
(land suitable for growth, renewable areas and protected
land), will either be as tedious and inconclusive as the failed
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West of England Combined Authority
Joint Spatial Plan (JSP), or forced
through without meaningful public
approval. Once established, the new
proposals will not only ‘cut red tape’
but remove several layers of local
scrutiny.”
Two more of the aims set out in the
White
Paper
appear
almost
contradictory
and
ultimately
concerning to a society devoted to the
conservation of the Green Belt.
Planning for the Future promises to
“make more land available for development, with nationally
binding requirements for Local Planning Authorities to
deliver”.
Already, another White Paper - ‘Changes to the Current
Planning System’ - is proposing to replace the standard
method of setting local housing requirements with a new one
which will require local authorities to find even more new
homes each year. One firm of consultants has broken down
the figures in that White Paper, comparing each council’s
target to what’s in its current Local Plan. In B&NES it would
mean a further housing increase of 68% while in Bristol and
South Gloucestershire it is as much as 88%.
“Where will ‘more land’ be made available?” ask HDCGS.
“By building on more of our green spaces and Green Belt!”
And as for that protection for the Green Belt, which the
White Paper actually refers to as “valued green spaces”, the
society sounds a note of caution: “On initial reading, it would
appear that existing Green Belt areas would remain
protected, but we are concerned about the word ‘valued’ as
it begs the question ‘who is it that will be deciding the value’
of the green spaces? Certainly not the local residents, nor
their parish councils! We are concerned that under these
proposals, the development of green spaces, would not be
able to be resisted.”
The Planning for the Future White Paper also aspires to build
“beautiful homes with communities at the heart of the new

Hanham Hall

planning system”. The prospect of the new, fast-track
planning system delivering ‘beautiful homes’ is dismissed as
‘nonsense’ by the society, claiming the current system
welcomes, not impedes, the development of quality buildings
in well-designed communities; and if any evidence was
needed to support that statement, you don’t have to go far.
HDGCS points to Hanham Hall for evidence of what the
current planning system can produce, but also warns that the
homes built under the new proposals are more likely to be
“general, mundane housing developments, driven purely by
profit margins”.
The Hanham and District Greenbelt Conservation Society is
currently preparing its response to both White Papers. The
deadline for Planning for the Future is 29th October and
Changes to the Current Planning System is 1st October.
Members of the public are also invited to respond to the
questions proposed in the White Papers and the simplest way
is to read and respond on the Government websites:
www.gov.uk/government/consultations/planning-for-thefuture
or
www.gov.uk/government/consultations/changes-to-thecurrent-planning-system
PDF versions of both documents can also be found on our
website. Go to www.theweekin.co.uk and search under
Latest News.
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Sudoku Solutions
1-Easy

Crossword Solution

2-Hard

Service Directory
Aerials

Architectural
Services

Carpet Cleaning

Electrical

Garden Services

Home
Maintenance

Chimney Sweeps
Blinds
Appliances

Handyman

Driveways

Garden Services

Home Help

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks
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Service Directory
Home
Maintenance

Painting
& Decorating

Plumbing

Roofing

Tree Services

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more
Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

Locksmiths

Telephone
Engineers

+ VAT
per insert
Wanted
BOOKS, paper ephemera,
postcards, football programmes,
records, toys etc.
Best prices paid. Phone Rick on
01761 232936

Rubbish
Clearance
Cheap and fast
Oven Cleaning

Tree Services
Plumbing

We load and clear any
household, garden,
garage and shed
clearance
Free estimates
Fully licensed
85% recycled

Call 0117 9373009
at anytime to book

An advert
like this costs
Roofing

+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
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per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks

The more weeks you
each insertion
becomes

1 week - £21
2 weeks - £18.90
4 wk - £17.85
6 wk - £16.80
8 wk - £15.75
12 wk - £14.70
26 wk - £13.65
52 wk - £12.60
All prices per week
exc VAT

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

+ VAT
DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

centimetre (min 5cm)

You don't have to book
successive weeks.
You can choose
fortnightly, monthly
or specific insertion
dates as long as the
total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

£21.00

Adverts cost £4.20 per

book the cheaper

Waste Disposal

Plastering

Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
15

16

The Week in • Wednesday 16th September 2020

