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Parts of Bristol without EE coverage for 10 days
People in the Mangotsfield area had been without

they had said it was working when it wasn’t.

EE phone coverage for 10 days on Sunday, with

On Friday he said: “Another day, another broken

concerns being voiced that vulnerable customers

promise by EE; I am not sure what to do about it now.

could be at risk.

People are contracted to EE for a serviceable network;

Local councillors Michael Bell and Ian Boulton, and

these days many people only have mobile phones and

the chairman of Mangotsfield Residents’ Association

so have no real lifeline or contact to the outside world.

Clive Heath, spent last week trying to get answers from

“Because of COVID, many hospital consultations are

EE about why it has been taking so long to sort out the

now being carried via phone. The vulnerable cannot

problem, which it is understood has also affected

contact doctors, friends, family, etc. and nobody can

customers in parts of Staple Hill and Emersons Green.

check on them. This is in fact putting the welfare and

The phone mast, which is alongside Mangotsfield

possibly lives of people in danger. We have many in our

United FC’s ground, has reportedly been undergoing a

community

major upgrade. Mr Heath said he was disgusted at the

communication.”

many excuses that EE had given and the many times
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He added that EE were telling some customers that they
would reduce their bill or offer refunds, but all people
actually want is their network service back as it was.
On Friday Cllr Bell was told by EE that the fault was
showing as having been fixed, but that full and complete
service could take up 72 hours to be resumed, although
it is usually a lot sooner than this.
On Sunday afternoon Mr Heath told us: “At the moment
nothing has changed, still no service in most of
Mangotsfield from EE; it also is affecting some Virgin
users now. It is 10 days now with no definitive answer,
but many people have been told all is working.”
He said he had emailed the chief executive officer of EE
about the problem and was waiting for a reply.
On Friday The Week In asked EE’s press office why it
has been taking so long to sort out the signal problems
and we highlighted the concerns about vulnerable
customers. We were still waiting for a response as we
went to print.
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£30k improvement scheme
due to start at play area
Work began last week on a
major facelift of a tired play
area in Longwell Green.
£30,000 was allocated last
November by South Gloucestershire Council to replace
the ageing equipment at the
Williams Close play area.
The old spiral slide council is
being removing on health and
safety grounds.
The old design is no longer
compliant with current play
area safety standards so an
alternative style has been
selected.
Chris Skidmore, Christine Price and Toby Savage
This new slide tower will be
suitable for children aged from four upwards and will child. He said: “It has changed a lot in the 30 or so years
have some accessible features for children with since then and it’s great to hear that it is to receive another
mobility issues. The council will also improve the rubber round of improvements so it can continue to serve local
families.”
surfacing.
Local MP Chris Skidmore paid a visit to the park with local Nearby Shellards Road play area has also received
councillors Toby Savage and Christine Price and said it significant new funding in the last couple of years as part of
brought back memories as he had played there a lot as a major investment in open spaces by the council.
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Rallying support for replacement
pharmacy at health centre
The LloydsPharmacy branch at Keynsham Health
Centre will be closing at the end of next month, as will
the Brislington store.
Concerns have been raised, including on social media, that
closing the pharmacy next to the largest health facility in
Keynsham, which also has parking access, is a backwards
step.
Keynsham councillor Alan Hale says that a replacement
pharmacy is being sought for the health centre in St Clements
Road and encourages people to show their support by
contacting him by email at alan_hale@bathnes.gov.uk
In July it was being reported locally that the branch in Sandy
Park Road in Brislington was among the pharmacies that the

Deliberate fire
Fire crews from Kingswood were called out to reports
of a rubbish fire at Cowhorn Hill in Oldland Common
last Monday (24th August).
They extinguished the fire which it is believed was
started deliberately in a bin and had spread to a nearby
fence.

The Week in • Wednesday 2nd September 2020

chain would be closing this autumn,
in addition to the dozens of unviable
stores that have already been closed
across the country.
At the time (Issue 638) a
spokesperson for LloydsPharmacy
confirmed that there would be some
more closures across the UK, but they
would not reveal which branches in
our area would be affected.
They told us they were consulting
with staff that would be impacted and
said: “Good business practice
requires us to regularly review our
estate and make appropriate
commercial decisions including
buying and selling pharmacies. These
decisions need to be made because of
changing market dynamics and
increasing
financial
pressures
including the impact of COVID-19,
business rates and changes to
pharmacy funding.”

Lloyds at Keynsham Health Centre
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Schools plan safe return of all pupils
Schools and academies across B&NES,
South Gloucestershire and Bristol were
this week opening their doors after
making a range of changes to make sure
pupils can return safely.
B&NES Council said schools in the district
had made their own arrangements for
managing the school day, but across the

Sara Blackmore

district changes to practices include:
• Staggered start and end times for the school
day;
• Staggered lunch times and break times;
• Making best use of all available entrances
and exits where possible to keep year
groups apart;
• Defining ‘bubbles’ by year group;
• Enhanced cleaning regimes;
• Risk assessments for each school or
academy.
Kevin Guy, Cabinet Member for Children’s
Services, said: “Local schools and academies
have worked incredibly hard to prepare for
the new term and adapt their sites to change
how pupils move around them, to ensure that
any risk of COVID-19 spreading between
pupils is minimised when they return to
school. This has not been a simple task.
Every school site is unique and brings its
own particular challenges.”
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The council has supported schools with their
risk assessments by providing information
on how to reduce the risk of infection,
ensuring schools are aware of how to
manage any cases of COVID-19 and putting
them in touch with services that support the
mental health of staff and pupils.
With the number of people that can be
accommodated on public services reduced
because of social distancing, the council has
been working with transport providers such
as First Bus and Faresaver, as well as
transport authority the West of England
Combined Authority (WECA) and individual
schools, to ensure adequate provision for the
start of term.
South Gloucestershire Council said more
than 100 experts including from health and
education have been working together, with
the involvement of parents and carers, to
plan for a safe return.
A video has been produced, featuring
Cabinet Member for Schools, Skills &
Employment Erica Williams and Director of
Public Health Sara Blackmore, outlining the
plans that have been put in place to help
parents feel confident about their children’s
return to school.
All schools have updated their risk
assessments to welcome children and staff
back safely and each school will have
decided how to group children and will be
following the latest public health guidance
for arranging classrooms and keeping safe
distancing between pupils and staff as much
as possible; thorough hand and respiratory
hygiene will also be observed.
The council says it is confident that, provided
that cases of COVID-19 remain low in the
area, all children will be able to access the
curriculum, catch up on any lost learning and

importantly, socialise and mix safely and
happily once again with their friends.
Schools will be using a range of resources to
explore children’s social and emotional
needs, helping them to reconnect with
learning and each other.
The council is also sharing the Government’s
key messages about how pupils should travel
to school and how to travel safely on school
transport and public transport. They are
encouraged to walk, cycle or scoot to school
where they can.
There is more information at https://beta.
southglos.gov.uk/returning-to-school-inseptember/
Meanwhile Bristol City Council has
launched a new hub of resources to support
parents, carers and children as schools
reopen to all students.
Schools have been provided with guidance
from the Government on the safety measures
they should implement to reduce the risk of
transmission of the virus, which includes
increased handwashing, staggered break
times, and children being separated into
‘bubbles’.
Parents and carers are also encouraged to
plan their journey to and from school with
safety in mind, and to walk or cycle where
possible.
Anna Keen, Cabinet Member for Education
& Skills, said: “We want to reassure parents,
carers and children that it’s perfectly normal
to feel anxious about going back to school,
and that your school is there to support you
through the changes and get everyone back
settled and feeling safe.”
There
is
more
information
at
www.bristol.gov.uk/web/guest/schoolslearning-early-years/coronavirus-back-toschool-guide
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Bus services gear up for the
return to school and work
With the school term starting and the government now
signalling to businesses that it is in fact safe to return to
work, bus travel is likely to increase in the coming weeks.
Local operator First, has three new strategies in place to help
manage the increased demand while still having to limit the
number of passengers on each bus in order to ensure social
distancing. The First Bus app now not only shows the
location of each bus on its route but also the approximate
number of seats available. This includes whether there is any
wheelchair space on the bus. As buses reach their new,
lowered capacity level, the number display on the front
switches to “Bus full due to social distancing.”
The First website also has a new feature using recent data to
show where on a specific route, the busiest bus stops are
located, allowing passengers to plan their journeys and avoid
travelling at peak times. A new website, Bookmybusride.com
continues to be trialled on three routes in the area, including
the Brislington Park and Ride. This allows customers to
secure a space on a specific service up to one week prior to
travel.
James Freeman, Managing Director First West of England,
said: “Throughout COVID-19 we have operated special
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timetables to match passenger numbers, first
during lockdown and more recently as the
country starts to recover. As required by
Government, we continue to work very
closely with the West of England Combined
Authority (WECA) to ensure there are
sufficient levels of service to meet the demand
for travel, with appropriate social distancing.
“As with all bus operators in England, we
have increased our services with financial
support from the Department for Transport.
We are currently operating about 100% of our
pre-COVID-19 mileage, whilst our patronage
is gradually increasing – being at just over
45% of pre-COVID levels. We are constantly monitoring all
routes to ensure that they do not breach the socially-distanced
capacity on each bus.
“We therefore hope additional technical innovation, such as
Bookmybusride.com and Space Checker, will help our
customers plan their journeys more effectively and make the
experience of getting back on board as easy as possible.
“We will continue to work with WECA and the relevant local

authorities, including the education authorities, to ensure that
we can accommodate the growing numbers of bus
passengers, including the returning school children and
students in further and higher education as of next month.
Guidance is updated constantly, and we want to thank all
customers for their ongoing co-operation. We all have a role
to play in following Government’s latest advice and
regulations, to help get the region moving again safely.”
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Circus entourage’s bid to stay in
Kingswood for another two years
Circus

company

YardArts

are

hoping to keep their 15 caravans and
mobile homes and other units on the
Kingswood Foundation Estate for
another two years.
The charity Creative Youth Network,
which runs the site in Britannia Road,
has applied to South Gloucestershire
Council for planning permission for the
two-year extension for the temporary
caravan park on the East Lawn.
The first planning application for a
change of use of the site was made in

very difficult time for many of the

permanent feature for the next two

October 2017 and was approved for

tenants who have been unable to

years.

one year. A second application for a

perform or travel to gigs and hold

The report says that over the last year

further two-year extension was also

workshops.

Creative Youth Network has received

granted.

In June they erected an eight-metre by

no complaints about the caravan park

This latest application is for an

four-metre marquee which has become

from people living nearby. The

extension for a further two years and

a social meeting place in a sheltered

previous year a few complaints were

includes the addition of a marquee that

space, complying with safe distancing

made including about noise and that a

was erected during the coronavirus

protocol.

caravan site would lower property

outbreak.

The current planning approval permits

values.

A report to the planners says that since

occasional use of a marquee but the

The current planning application

the outset of COVID-19, it has been a

company want it to become a

reference is P20/14118/F.
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£40k grant to
help vulnerable
youngsters through
COVID-19
South Gloucestershire Council has secured £40,000 of
funding to help young people aged 10 to 14 to stay active
and occupied through the COVID-19 pandemic, while
connecting them with local organisations that can
support them.
Following a successful bid to the Youth Endowment
Fund, which is an independent charitable trust set up by
the Home Office, the council will be working with
partners including local youth organisations and schools
to provide activities in communities across the district.
The council will be offering young people opportunities
for constructive activities with up to 40 six-week
programmes being developed which could include
sports, bike maintenance, arts and music workshops.
The project will focus on areas of the district where there
may be less on offer for young people with youth centres
and schools not being available due to COVID-19
restrictions, and where anti-social behaviour might be an
issue.
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Unit change of use
paves the way for new
gym in Downend
Plans to change the use of use of a storage
and distribution unit at Downend Business
Park in North Street to leisure use have
been approved by South Gloucestershire
Council.
Unit 1, used by a window supplier and
fitter will become a Fitness Worx gym,
which aims to open with 50 members
initially with the plan of growing to 100
members by the end of the first year.
Downend & Bromley Heath Parish
Council had objected, saying it was
concerned about increased traffic at a busy
location.
However, South Glos transport officers
were satisfied that the change of use would
be unlikely to generate significant number
of additional vehicular trips, saying the

busiest times for gyms tend to be outside
of traditional peak times.
It was felt that the five designated on-site
spaces, together with free visitor/shopper
parking nearby, would be sufficient.
South Glos Council’s environmental
protection team had initial concerns
regarding potential noise disturbance to
nearby residents but after requesting an
acoustic report they had no objection
subject to a condition requiring roller door
and all door and windows at the gym to be
kept closed at all times.
Another condition was attached to any
consent, restricting the use from operating
between the hours of 11pm and 6am
during the week, and 11pm and 7.30am at
weekends.

Grants for good
causes in South Glos

Airport campaigners
stage funeral march
Campaigners against expansion plans at

meaning it would be capable of handling 12

Bristol

million passengers a year.

Airport

staged

a

funeral

procession from Felton Common to the

Critics of the plan claimed that the

airport last Saturday.

environmental consequences would be felt

The event was organised by local members

by people living locally and the damage far

of Extinction Rebellion in protest at the

outweighed the claimed benefits to the

airport owners’ decision to appeal the refusal

region’s economy. North Somerset Council

of its planning application earlier this year.

refused the application in February but last

Bristol Airport is owned by a teachers’

month, the airport announced it would be

pension fund based in Canada and last year

appealing the decision to the Secretary of

submitted plans to increase capacity by 20%,

State.

The second round of South Gloucestershire Council’s Area Wide Grant scheme is now
open for applications.
As a general principle, the maximum level of award will be £3,000, with flexibility for
both exceptional circumstances and budget availability.
Local voluntary, community, social enterprise organisations and town and parish councils
can apply for funding for projects, events and services that benefit the residents of South
Gloucestershire. You can find out more at southglos.gov.uk/AWG
The closing date is 23rd October. The grants helpline is 01454 865865 or you can email
your query to grants@southglos.gov.uk
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LETTERS
Sort the parking in
Hanham
Dear Editor
I would like to appeal to Chris Skidmore,
Toby Savage and the powers that be about
the parking in Hanham. I challenge you to
find a full day parking spot in Hanham.
Please DO something. The streets are full
with cars, the new white lines are for an hour
only - not enough time to do any form of
shopping in the high street, especially with
social distancing and queuing.
There is now a security guard every day
guarding the old Kleeneze factory gates to
stop people parking there. What a waste of

replacement strap would cost around £15

officers operate in such circumstances. There

do to rectify it!

and seemed only to be available online.

are many people, including myself, who are

Additionally, it is really disappointing that so

I then thought that perhaps the shoe repairer

greatly concerned with climate change, but

much faith is placed on technology that is

at Starzecs in Keynsham might possibly be

have no sympathy with the way that

very much in its infancy; that of carbon

able to help as I have found them very

Extinction Rebellion activists selfishly

capture. It is more science fiction than a

helpful over the last 40 years. Within 10

impose their will on others.

reality and certainly we can’t pin any hopes

minutes he had found a spare buckle, fixed

Mike Barrow

on it when, at best, it is many years away
from achieving a solution – that would be far

it to my strap and made no charge!
What wonderful service and I hope that he
and the other traders in Keynsham High
Street continue to be supported, especially in
these difficult times.
Hazel Powe
Keynsham

Open letter to Jacob
Rees-Mogg

too late! In fact, research from Mark Z.
Jacobson at Stanford University, published
in Energy and Environmental Science,

Dear Jacob Rees-Mogg
Thank you for the letter we received from
you earlier this month. We would like to give
you a brief response to the letter.
We are disappointed that you did not respond

now been put across the gates and the car

What about the rights of
others?

park at Laburnum Road is always full.

Dear Stephen

another minister. We hoped that you could

Yet we have a closed community centre with

It is the Bank Holiday weekend and hard-

comment personally on this most important

a perfectly good car park which is empty

pressed business owners in central Bristol

of issues as we assumed that you would have

most days. I have witnessed them put notices

will be looking to generate some income to

something to say on the subject and some

on cars if you dare to park there.

help replace what has been lost during the

solutions.

And what does South Glos Council do? They

last few months.

We also hoped that you might meet with us,

employ at team of marketers to promote the

What are they faced with? Extinction

perhaps via zoom, if sadly you do not

high street with extra bollard cover, a video,

Rebellion activists hell bent on bringing the

know much about this crucially important

some posters and bags!!!

area to a halt by closing Prince's Street

issue.

Why not make the high street one-way and

Bridge plus descending on the dockside and

We were very disappointed to receive such

have chevron parking down one side? Why

driving away on visitors likely to arrive and

a brief response to such an important issue,

not appeal to the community centre, after all

spend their cash. Not content with that, they

which was also untruthful. As surely you

they are paid for by the community. I'm sure

also close down one of Bristol's main tourist

realise the statement that we have cut our

they would be willing to help out during a

attractions, the Clifton Suspension Bridge.

emissions by the amount stated over 30 years

pandemic?

Where are our police when all this is

is false and dangerously complacent; we

Please on behalf of the residents and the

happening? In the words of the senior officer

have simply exported them.

shops, SORT OUT THE PARKING!

on duty by the Suspension Bridge – “we are

We have exported our carbon footprint

A local resident.

here to ensure that peaceful protest can

abroad as our manufacturing base here has

Name and address supplied.

happen.” What about looking after the rights

significantly declined.

of those who are not involved and are not

fossil fuels burnt in transporting imports

Praise for Starzecs

able to go about their legitimate business due

back here are not accounted for, nor the

Dear Stephen

to the behaviour of an uncontrolled

dramatically increasing air travel (although

I was dismayed when the buckle on the strap

minority?

there is a temporary reduction).

of my fitness tracker broke and couldn’t be

I am sure that the average ‘bobby on the

We need to be honest about the problem

found anywhere. I discovered that that a

beat’ must be in despair at the way that senior

before we can assess how much we have to

funds! Now large concrete bollards have
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directly to any of the points that we raised
and that you forwarded a general letter from

Additionally, the

suggests that carbon capture technologies
can cause more harm than good.
We desperately need to come up with some
realistic solutions to reverse the current
trajectory that we are on, such as those we
suggested in our letter. We need to all work
together to come up with some genuine
solutions together! You and the government
clearly do not have the solutions. What can
we, your constituents, do?
The Climate and Ecological Emergency Bill
that Extinction Rebellion are proposing can
change

our

course

—

making

the

Government act with the urgency we need
and involving everyday people in a Citizens’
Assembly that has real bite. We need real
solutions that will change the catastrophic
outcome that scientists are currently
predicting. Please support this bill.
Keynsham Extinction Rebellion
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Concerns about noise and dust
from Keynsham concrete plant
Some residents are voicing concern about

manufacturing plant started operating here,

Concrete had been allowed to build

noise and dust pollution being generated

next door to many private residences, from

two silos at Old Station Yard, we

at the Old Station Yard off Avon Mill Lane

the start of the year, resulting in excessive

noted that they had applied last

in

noise disturbances and dust pollution

December

manufacturing plant opened there.

reaching Avon Mill Lane and down towards

permission which was granted by

A new Facebook group called Action for the

the park - as well as a large increase in

B&NES Council planners in January.

Old Station Yard Keynsham has been started.

industrial vehicles that must travel through

Keynsham Town Council supported

One of the organisers said: “Many residents

Keynsham due to the low railway bridge.”

the application. There were two

have been affected by noise and concrete

In Issue 617 in February, in response to a

objectors at the time who raised

dust

reader’s letter asking how the firm 4

concerns about health risks from

Keynsham

pollution

since

since

a

a

concrete

concrete

for

retrospective

airborne cement dust, noise and the

Support hub receives
7,500 calls from
people across B&NES
North East Somerset MP Jacob ReesMogg paid a visit to the Compassionate
Community Hub at Peasedown St John
last Wednesday to find out how the service
has helped thousands of people across
Bath & North East Somerset during the
coronavirus pandemic.
The telephone hub involves teams from
partners including B&NES Council, the
NHS, Virgin Care, Age UK and the
Citizens Advice Bureau coming together
to work with the B&NES 3rd Sector
Group.

The hub links people in need with
organisations or community volunteers
who can help, as well as providing selfhelp guidance.
So far the hub has taken about 7,500 calls
and more than 2,500 volunteers have
helped complete more than 1,490 tasks.
More than 300 food parcels have been
delivered, more than 700 meds have been
collected for people and more than 60
befriending calls or visits have been made.
The hub’s telephone number is 0300 247
0050.

visual impact of the silos. The
planning officers said that the silos
replaced two old ones and it was not
considered that they would create
airborne pollution.
The Week In has asked 4 Concrete if
they wish to respond to the concerns.

Santa Dash with a difference
This year the Saltford Santa Dash will be
going ahead as a virtual event because of
social distancing.
It was hoped that this festive event would
return bigger and better than ever this year
after taking a break in 2019, but as with
many things in 2020, plans have been
adapted to suit the times we’re living in.
It will still be an event for the whole
family to take part in, bringing the local
community together at Christmas and

Sudoku
1-Easy

raising much-needed funds for local
charities. However, this year it will be a
virtual dash, inviting participants to
complete a chosen route anytime between
Saturday 5th December and Saturday 19th
December. More details about the event,
the local route options and how you can
register, will be announced shortly.
In the meantime, you can contact the
organising team on saltfordsantadash@
gmail.com

SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 6th September

2 -Hard

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green
(10.30am-4pm)
Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm)
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)
Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park
(9.30am-4.30pm)
Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH
(10am-4pm)
Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)
Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds
(10am-4pm)
Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway
(11am-5pm)
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‘Cramped’
scheme
Have your say on cycling and
walking plans in Oldland parish for homes behind
pub is refused
Oldland Parish Council has launched a project to
encourage more people to cycle and walk,
particularly for shorter local journeys.
The parish includes Barrs Court, Cadbury Heath,
Longwell Green, Willsbridge and the Wraxall Road
area.
The council says the ongoing pandemic with its
associated movement restrictions and social
distancing requirements, have further highlighted the
importance to introduce enhanced high quality space
for pedestrians and cyclists.
It says: “The Government and local authorities,
including the West of England Combined Authority,
have recently launched campaigns and funding
schemes to promote and support cycling and walking.
“Working with local partners, Oldland Parish Council
wants to take full advantage of this opportunity to
make positive and practical changes to improve the
existing cycle/walking network in the area.”
The parish council has launched an online
consultation exercise to see where people feel
improvements are required to make cycling and
walking safer, attractive and more convenient,
including links to surrounding areas. This could range
from reporting overgrown vegetation to suggesting
more major changes to road junctions or crossings.
The council says: “Your thoughts and observations
are really important and will help to shape and deliver
this project for the whole community.”
This consultation uses a community engagement

Plans to build four three-storey semi-detached houses behind the vacant
Old Flowerpot Inn on Kingswood High Street have been given the
thumbs-down.
South Gloucestershire Council received 25 letters of objection from
local residents, who raised concerns including safety and parking,
noise, loss of privacy and overdevelopment.
The plans showed the three-bedroom houses would have access from
neighbouring Station Court.
Council planners said that the number of houses proposed for the small
site was “overly ambitious” and would result in a cramped
development. The amount and quality of outside space for the houses
was described as “sub-standard” and the officers said that homes
nearby would be affected by overlooking and loss of privacy.
The plans were also rejected due to the detrimental impact on road
safety and on-street parking due to the lack of parking spaces.
The council has yet to make a decision on plans to turn the pub itself
into a 125-space children’s day nursery.
website supplied by Commonplace, which has been
used by many other organisations including Bristol
City Council and Bath & North East Somerset
Council. Comments can be submitted using the easyto-use interactive map at https://oldlandactive
travel.commonplace.is/
The closing date for comments is 23rd October.
For anyone who is not online or unable to access the
consultation, contact Steve Skidmore on 07896
326737; Cllr Jon Parker on 07504 841569; or
Victoria Hicks on 0117 9615021.

Crossword
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Volunteers sought to monitor
speeds in Stockwood
A scheme is being set up in Stockwood for local volunteers to
monitor traffic speeds. The aim is to gather data which can then be
used as evidence when asking for traffic calming measures or
crossings on busy roads in the area. Volunteers will undergo
training. Anyone interested can find out more by searching on
Facebook for Stockwood Community Speedwatch.

Takeaway plans approved
ACROSS

DOWN

1. Cautious (7)

1. Client (8)

8. Arsenal (7)

2. Jewish leader (5)

9. Append (7)

3. Plant life (5)

10. Laid bare (7)

4. Covered carriage (6)

11. Pacific island (7)

5. Prayer ending (4)

14. Not at home (3)

6. Natural clock (7)

16. Door fastener (4)

7. Tudor composer (4)

18. Satisfy (4)

12. Small metal spike (4)

19. Egg-shaped (4)

13. Predatory canine (4)

20. Barrier (4)

15. Roman garment (4)

21. Sub-tropical fruit
(3)

16. Icy rain (4)

23. Inflatable rubber
bag (7)

18. Skill, expertise (7)

South Gloucestershire Council has approved plans to
turn the former Taylors Estate Agents unit at The Village
in Emersons Green into a cafe/restaurant with a
takeaway, and to install an extraction flue system.

17. Sumptuous (8)

26. Supervise (7)

22. European
peninsula (6)

28. Be aware of (7)

24. Tropical vine (5)

29. African spear (7)

25. Express an opinion (5)

30. Educational
institution (7)

26. Spoken (4)
27. Wise person (4)

Keep in touch, let us know what
you think, send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Beware
unscrupulous
traders trying
to scam you
Residents across Bath and North East Somerset are being
warned to beware of unscrupulous traders trying to scam
them out of money.
The council’s Trading Standards team says it has recently
seen an upsurge in the number of complaints from people
who have been telephoned and offered loft insulation.
The caller often claims they have been asked to carry out
a free inspection as the householder’s previous installer
had used faulty products or ceased trading. Following
their inspection, the trader will then claim expensive
work that needs to be carried out when it is not necessary.
The trader will often take a deposit and never return, or
may install a thin roll of inadequate insulation or provide
an ineffective spray treatment.
Cllr Paul Crossley, Cabinet Member for Community
Services, said: “Unfortunately, it appears some
unscrupulous traders are trying to recover their loss of
income during lockdown by scamming residents. Some
of these traders are known to Trading Standards and
subject to ongoing investigation. They can be charming
and polite and particularly prey on elderly and vulnerable
residents who are less likely to be able to check their lofts
and agree to the work. Our advice is to always say no to
these callers and report them.”
In the wider area there has been an increase in rogue ‘tree
specialists’ targeting elderly people with leaflets offering
‘special discounts for OAPs.’ People are advised to not
enter into any contract without carrying out research and
not to part with any money before work is completed.
Traders can be reported to the Citizens Advice Consumer
Service by calling 0808 223 1133 or visiting
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/consumer/get-morehelp/if-you-need-more-help-about-a-consumer-issue/
If residents need loft insulation, the National Insulation
Association has a list of approved installers at
https://www.nia-uk.org/nia-members/installers/
For other Trading Standards-approved businesses visit:
https://www.buywithconfidence.gov.uk/
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The show goes on for
Record Store Day
As with so many other events this year, Record Store Day
2020 looked a little different.
Originally scheduled for April, this is traditionally the day of
the year to celebrate the 200+ independent record stores
around the country with special vinyl releases on exclusive
sale and special events and guest appearances taking place.
The re-scheduled Saturday 29th August was still a big event
for Longwell Records in Keynsham and although much of

the usual entertainment had to be shelved, there was still a
healthy queue outside the Temple Street store at 7am to snap
up the special offers.
Owner Iain Aitchison said that many outlets were only
operating online special sales this year but he felt it was
important to keep Longwell Records accessible to its support
base which has remained loyal through a difficult few
months.

Iain Aitchison (he’s
the one on the left!).

The queue at 7am

11

New benches honour well-known Warmley people
Two new benches honouring well-known
local people have been installed near the
old signal box in Warmley.
The one in the community garden is in
memory of William Coltman, from Stanley
Road, who passed away last November. He
was a founder member of Warmley Signal
Box and Community Garden Group.
Group member Ros Pyle said: “When the
community action group ‘Save Our Green
Spaces’ (SOGS) disbanded in 2008 after a
leading a successful campaign to protect the
Green Belt in East Bristol from mass housing
development, a small group of like-minded
people joined together to try to work to make
a difference to our local community and its
natural and industrial heritage. William
formed part of that group along with Jacquie
Stephens, Maureen Jackson, Steve and Sue
Reade, Ros Pyle and others.
“William was passionate about the
commons and their wildlife and could often
be seen cycling and walking around the
parish. He always ensured the bird feeders in
the Community Garden were filled and, that

there was water in the trough for the birds
and, also the dogs being walked along the
Railway Path.
“William took an active part in many of the
community events that we have held at the
Signal Box, including the 95th birthday
celebration when a number of the group
dressed in Edwardian costume. William was
a very generous man who gave his time
willingly and enjoyed the company of people
in general. We will all miss him a great deal
but we all share many happy memories.”
There is a brass plaque in the shape of a bird
in memory of William on the bench.
Siston Parish Council supplied the bench and
also another one next to the Railway Path
which replaces an old one which was
removed as it had been in a poor state.
The old bench had been a favourite resting
spot for Beryl Holder, who will be known to
many people as she was a local Scout leader.
In 2012 she received the Chief Scout’s 40
Years’ Service Award.
Beryl used to walk into Warmley to get her
pension and do her shopping and the bench

Beryl Holder, pictured with her grandson when she was a Scout leader

Warmley Signal Box and Community Garden Group member Ros Pyle, left with her
mother Barbara, who is a supporter of the group, on William’s bench

had been her halfway resting point. When it
was removed and not replaced, she couldn't
do that anymore. So a new bench has been
installed with her in mind by Warmley
Signal Box and Community Garden Group’s
chief gardener Hugh Evans and supporter
Mike Burt. It includes a plaque to Beryl and
it is hoped that she will soon be able to enjoy
it again.
Warmley Signal Box and Community
Garden Group, which have a Facebook page,
welcome new volunteers. They meet on the
morning of the last Friday of the month, all
year round, weather permitting.
The Signal Box reopened after lockdown last
month thanks to dedicated volunteers. It is
open most Saturdays from 2pm to 4pm. All
recommended COVID controls are in place

and people are invited along to find out more
about the history of the local Grade II listed
landmark.

William Coltman

Mike Burt & Hugh Evans installed Beryl’s bench
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Enforcement planned
at speeding hotspot
There are plans to tackle speeding on Park Road in Staple Hill.
Local councillor Ian Boulton said that for some months local residents have been
actively reporting incidents to ensure the police are aware of the scale and impact of
the problem, and data has now been collated which supports their concerns.
Speeds have been shown to be high for the 20mph speed limit and Avon & Somerset
Police’s Speed Enforcement Unit are now looking at suitable locations for parking an
enforcement vehicle.
In addition they have recently approved a new Community SpeedWatch site on Park
Road which it is hoped will be up and running with local residents soon.

Vandals torch memorial
bench at football ground
Vandals set fire to a memorial bench at
Cadbury
Heath
Football
Club’s
Springfield ground on Friday night.
The bench commemorated Terry Green, the
club’s general manager and vice chairman,
who collapsed and died while working at the
ground in March 2016.
At the time the club’s president Terry
Mitchell said that that 70-year-old Mr Green,
who lived in Mangotsfield, had been a huge

Situations Vacant

part of the club for almost 20 years.
The arson attack has been widely
condemned, with the club itself calling the
perpetrators “scum”.
Other local football clubs immediately came
forward with offers to help fund a
replacement bench and a Just Giving page
set up over the weekend had raised over
£1,100 by the time we went to print. Any
surplus funds would be donated to charity.
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Sudoku Solutions
1-Easy

Crossword Solution

2-Hard

Service Directory
Aerials

Architectural
Services

Carpet Cleaning

Electrical

Cleaning

Garage Doors

Garden Services

Handyman

Home
Maintenance

Blinds
Appliances

An advert
like this costs
Driveways

Garden Services

£21.00
+ VAT

An advert
like this costs

£21.00

per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks

+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks
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DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM
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Service Directory
Home
Maintenance

Painting
& Decorating

Plumbing

Roofing

Tree Services

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more
Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT
per insert
Wanted
BOOKS, paper ephemera,
postcards, football programmes,
records, toys etc.
Best prices paid. Phone Rick on
01761 232936

An advert
like this costs

£21.00

Waste Disposal

+ VAT
per insert

Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

Adverts cost £4.20 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper
each insertion

Plastering

Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Telephone
Engineers

Locksmiths

Rubbish
Clearance
Cheap and fast
We load and clear any
household, garden,
garage and shed
clearance
Free estimates
Fully licensed
85% recycled

Call 0117 9373009
at anytime to book

Plumbing

becomes

1 week - £21
2 weeks - £18.90
4 wk - £17.85
6 wk - £16.80
8 wk - £15.75
12 wk - £14.70
26 wk - £13.65
52 wk - £12.60
All prices per week
exc VAT

Oven Cleaning

You don't have to book
successive weeks.
You can choose
fortnightly, monthly
or specific insertion
dates as long as the
total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.

Tree Services
An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks
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THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
15
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