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£90k crowdfunding appeal launched to buy car park
A crowdfunding appeal has been launched in Stockwood
to buy the Harden Road car park.
The car park behind the Hollway Road shops was put up for
sale recently and the owner has now agreed to a community

Also in this
week’s issue

purchase bid.
Earlier this year (Issue 612) we reported that controversial
plans to build four detached houses in the car park had been
refused by Bristol City Council.

Reaction to GCSE
results
. . . pages 4 & 5

Siston Common church
plans refused
. . . page 6

The proposals included off-street parking for the proposed
houses as well as an 11-space parking area. There were 30
objections, including from traders in Hollway Road.
The council rejected the scheme, saying the proposed houses
did not meet minimum internal space standards and that the
applicant, Mr B Pullin, had failed to provide information to
show that the homes would not be unduly affected by noise
and disturbance; he had also failed to provide enough
evidence to show that the scheme would not harm the
viability of the Stockwood Local Centre and there was not
enough evidence to assure planners that the loss of parking
would not have a detrimental impact locally.
The appeal - https://www.gofundme.com/f/buy-hollwayroad-car-park - has a £90,000 target. It has been started by
residents including Sam Fox, who will be standing as a
Labour candidate for Stockwood in the Bristol City Council
elections next year.
He explained “The land is infamous for the potholes and
many attempts to build unsuitable housing, and as a result
local residents have decided to deal with it ourselves and buy
the property so we can improve it and retain it as a
functioning car park.”
He said the car park has long been used by local residents as
access to the local shopping area and also provides a
fundamental role as a service yard for delivery vehicles.
“The state of this car park is not a new issue and there
have been many conversations over a number of years
about how to deal with this, as well as numerous ideas
Continued on page 3

New building for
Somerdale development
. . . page 7

Ghandi’s glasses sell for
£260,000 at auction
. . . page 12
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£90k crowdfunding appeal
launched to buy car park
Continued from page 1
on how to improve the situation of the whole of the
Hollway Road shopping area. Unfortunately none of
these have yet yielded any results, and all the while the
car park continues to deteriorate.”
He added: “Local residents have an opportunity now to
buy this car park and put an end to this issue ourselves.
The landowner has given the community six months to
raise the funds necessary to buy the land.
“Your donations would allow us to not only buy the car
park, but also hopefully fill in the potholes and improve
the condition of the land, as well as sort out issues
regarding insurance.
“Bringing this car park into a suitable condition would
be of a major benefit to our community, as it would not
only support our local businesses by providing access to
our shopping area, but it would also help to keep people
safe, particularly the elderly and people who are visually
impaired who could injure themselves.”
He said the community bid will require a dedicated team
including
people
with
experience
in
crowdfunding/community purchases, as well as those
with experience in land ownership, particularly public
access land, and the legal and insurance issues
surrounding it. If the full amount is not raised all donors
will be refunded.
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B&Q closes after two
staff catch COVID-19
The Longwell Green branch of B&Q was closed for a
deep clean on Monday after two members of staff tested
positive for COVID-19.
Signs outside the warehouse on the Gallagher Retail Park at
Aldermoor Way said it was closed for the remainder of the
day and apologised to customers for any inconvenience. The
signs said that the store would resume trading from 7am on
Tuesday.
On Monday afternoon a B&Q spokesperson told us: "We can

confirm that our Longwell Green store is temporarily closed
following two team members, who have recently been on
shift, receiving a positive COVID-19 test result.
“Closing the store for deep cleaning is a precautionary
measure and goes beyond government advice.”
Meanwhile it was reported at the weekend that 14 members
of staff at a B&Q distribution centre in Swindon had tested
positive for COVID-19.
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Relief as GCSE students earn
Teachers heaped praise on pupils at schools across the
area as they picked up their GCSE results last Thursday.
A Government U-turn meant both A-level and GCSE results
could be based on teachers' estimates, rather than a
controversial Ofqual algorithm. Results were due to be
Wellsway students, here and opposite, celebrate
their results

formally confirmed by exam boards this week.
Since 2018, a new grading system has been in place, with
grades 9 – 1 replacing the old A* - G grades. A grade 7
equates to an A while a 4 reads across to a C. The new grade
9 was designed to reward a very small number of the
exceptionally brightest and best GCSE students across the
country.
Wellsway Multi Academy Trust said its schools are
celebrating some excellent GCSE results in spite of the
impact of COVID-19. The trust’s stable includes Wellsway
School and IKB Academy in Keynsham and Sir Bernard
Lovell Academy (SBL) in Oldland Common.
Director of education Gary Schlick said: “We are delighted
that, after such a challenging few months, our students have
earned grades in line with what we had predicted for them at
the start of the year.
“There have been some outstanding results in each of our
schools. This follows our excellent A-level outcomes, which
are even better than first reported following the decision to
accept centrally assessed grades.”
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Wellsway principal Matthew Woodville said: “Our overall
performance this year has been exceptional. We are
immensely proud of the achievements of all our students and
we look forward to welcoming a record number back to the
sixth form in September.”
SBL principal Dean Anderson said: “Our Year 11 students
have long been identified as a group capable of exceptional
examination performance. It is with a sense of relief therefore
that students have been issued with results which do reflect
the excellence of the cohort of students.
“Full results are not available since some vocational subjects
will have results issued formally later this month. However,
there are strong indications today of students who have truly
met their potential and can now go on to the very best study
routes.
“It will be a huge pleasure to welcome back the vast majority
of the year group into our Post 16 education in September.”
IKB Academy in Keynsham, which specialises in science,
technology, engineering and maths subjects (STEM) reported
that more than 20 per cent of all grades in STEM subjects

Councils congratulate
pupils after exam turmoil
Local councils sent their congratulations to
students picking up their GCSE results last
Thursday after such a difficult school year.
Kevin Guy, Bath & North East Somerset
Cabinet Member for Children’s Services,
said: “I want to take this opportunity to
congratulate the Class of 2020 on all their
achievements and thank them for the
sacrifices they have made over the past few
months.
“Not only were they denied the chance to sit
their final school exams, many missed out on
what is seen as a rite of passage; the last day
of school, the final school photo and school

gap. We will also want to recognise and share

leavers celebrations.”

in the success of our students that will be

South Gloucestershire’s Cabinet Member for

receiving their BTEC results and are hoping

Schools, Skills & Employment, Cllr Erica

that these will be awarded shortly, we

Williams, said: “This has been a particularly

appreciate that this remains an anxious wait

challenging year because of COVID, but we

for some who have yet to receive their

know that our students have worked

results.”

extremely hard to achieve these grades and

And Bristol City Council’s Cabinet lead for

they should be very proud of their individual

Education & Skills, Anna Keen, said: “This

successes. Our thanks go out to all pupils and

has been a tough few months for students,

No material in this publication, nor its associated website (www.theweekin.co.uk) may
be reproduced without the written permission of Keynsham & Saltford Times Ltd. All
rights reserved.

school staff for their hard work and

teachers and schools but today is a

dedication to achieve these excellent results

celebration of perseverance and you should

in these unprecedented times.

be really proud of what you have achieved.”
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“I am particularly pleased to hear some really

• The Exam Results Helpline 0800 100 900

good examples from across our schools and

is open daily from 8am to 10pm until Friday

trusts of where pupils with Special

(28th August) and can provide students and

Educational Needs and those that are

parents with information on appeals and

disadvantaged have closed the attainment
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their predicted grades
were at a grade 7 or above. Principal Danny Wilkinson said:
“We are delighted with our students’ GCSE performance.
Many of them will continue their successful academic
journey with IKB into the sixth form.”
Broadlands Academy in Keynsham, which is part of the
Academies Enterprise Trust, said teachers and leaders had
worked extremely hard to make sure that the grading for
every student is fair and allows them to go onto further
education, employment or training, whatever is the best
option for them.
Overall, the academy reported an improvement in English
and maths combined GCSE results of 8% points at grade 94. Headteacher Louise Hamilton said: “Even though our
students were not able to take their final exams, their results
show the hard work they have put in during their time at
school.”
King’s Oak Academy in Kingswood, which is part of Cabot
Learning Federation (CLF), said: “Our Year 11 students have
worked incredibly hard and their results are a tribute to their
application and perseverance in a challenging year for all
young people.
“Our staff have been delighted to reconnect with their
students today and we are working together with them to
ensure that each individual has successfully secured a place
on a post-16 course that is right for them and their long-term
career aspirations.”
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Other CLF schools have also
been celebrating. John Cabot
Academy in Kingswood said
its GCSE results were
testament to the hard work
and perseverance of students,
and that the support of
family, friends and staff had
allowed them to rise to the
challenges they have faced
during lockdown.
Steve Kneller, principal of
Hanham Woods Academy,
said to celebrate the Year 11
results with the students in
person was fantastic: “We are
so immensely proud of their achievements, which are fully
deserved. I would like to thank all the staff at the academy
for their excellent teaching and support of all our students
throughout their time with us but especially over the last five
months.”
Digitech Studio School at Warmley said that results day was
the first time in the last five months they had seen their Year
11 students, and apprehension had turned to excitement as
they secured their post-16 places. Principal Lis Jolley said:
“We wish them all the best in the next step of their journey.”

Bristol Brunel Academy at Speedwell said that staff felt
incredibly proud of the Year 11 cohort: “It has been a
challenging time but through adversity, our students have
received the grades that reflect their hard work and
dedication.”
And Bristol Metropolitan Academy in Fishponds said
students were celebrating richly deserved results. “In a year
like no other, the GCSE results that the students of Bristol
Metropolitan Academy have achieved are a testament to their
hard work and perseverance.”
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Controversial plans for church
on Siston Common are refused
Controversial plans to build a church at the old farm
shop on top of Siston Common have been refused by
South Gloucestershire Council.
Planners turned down the proposal for the Bridge House
Farm site, saying the overall scale, size and appearance failed
to demonstrate how it would respect, reflect and be inkeeping with the surroundings, given the sensitive nature of
the site. The congregation of the St Thomas Syro Malabar
Catholic Church are currently based at St Joseph’s in
Fishponds. Worshippers want their own church, with a
dedicated focus for worship to maintain their Indian heritage
and promote cultural activities.
The planning application was to demolish the existing

The view from the front of the old farm

commercial building at Bridge House Farm and build a two-

available to the wider community. The farmhouse would be

minimum.

storey church and community hall with a café that would be

kept as a presbytery.

Council planners said the site is in an exposed and highly

There were 247 comments of support for the scheme. Among

visible position. They spoke to the applicant about the

them was The Very Rev Canon Gregory Grant, who is Dean

proposed scale of the development and a compromise was

of East Bristol. He said that there are about 1,000 people

put forward by way of the church being set into the ground

from the Kerala state living in Bristol, and more than 50

by around 2.5 metres. However, the planners felt the result

members of the congregation are nurses working at city

would be “a contrived development that is still not

hospitals and many more in care homes. He said there was a

representative of its surroundings”.

real need for the Keralan culture to be preserved.

They said a simple chapel-like building could be acceptable,

There were also 46 comments of objection to the plans,

but the church said that due to liturgical requirements, a very

raising issues including the size of the proposed building, the

much smaller scale structure would not be suitable.

impact on wildlife, parking problems and the increased

Highway officers did not raise concerns about road safety

danger of the extra traffic to cyclists and pedestrians. The

and were satisfied that speeds on Siston Common are low

church had said that a typical congregation of 200 would be

and that the road up to the site would be adequate, adding

expected at services and as many as 450 worshippers for

that there are footpaths and cycle routes in the area which

occasions such as Christmas. Sixty parking spaces are shown

connect to the application site.

on the plans and the church was proposing minibus pick-ups

Planning permission has previously been granted for eight

for members of the congregation to keep traffic impact to a

homes to be built on the site.

Bridge House Farm

Police warning
over key safety
A home on Hill House Road, which links Staple Hill and
Downend, was entered between 10am and 11pm on
Saturday 15th August. The offender walked through the
unlocked side door and took car keys off the kitchen
counter. A red Toyota Auris was then stolen from the
driveway.
Meanwhile last week it was reported that someone
entered a multi-occupancy home in Overnhill Road in
Downend and stole a DVD player. It is unknown when
this occurred, and police say it is possible that the
offender found or picked up a key as there is no sign of
forced entry and the resident has lost a key.
Police advise people to take care of all house and car
keys and keep them out of sight and reach of any
openings; if you lose a key or find one missing, look to
changing the locks or adding additional security.
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Plans revealed for Block D
at The Chocolate Quarter
St Monica Trust has released plans for the final stage of

The trust is seeking planning permission for the project,

There will also be a communal outdoor area for the whole

its development in Keynsham and is inviting people to

which will be submitted to B&NES Council shortly.

community to enjoy. It will feature a covered garden space

have their say.

The apartments will be available to lease or buy, with many

with two seating areas and entrances linking to Block D and

The wider Chocolate Quarter on the old factory site features

available on an affordable basis. All will benefit from

the Pavilion. This space will tie together the existing green

a care home, retirement apartments, dining and leisure

balconies, complete with glass-finished balustrades. A private

spaces at The Chocolate Quarter, reflecting the same

facilities that are open to the community.

residents’ lounge is proposed on the ground floor.

landscape design.

The final proposed piece is the addition of 44 assisted living

The five-storey building has been designed to reflect the

The development plans can be viewed at www.block-d-

apartments to be built on the currently unused ground

same design principles of the other buildings in the

keynsham.org.uk/ and residents and neighbours are asked to

(formerly known as Block D) between Somerdale Pavilion

development with the brick exterior and zinc-faced

participate in a community consultation by submitting their

and the offices in Block C.

aluminium finish of the original Fry’s factory building.

comments for consideration.

HorseWorld applies
for access track
The charity HorseWorld, which is based at Keynes Farm
in Staunton Lane, Whitchurch, has applied to Bath &
North East Somerset Council to create a track to access
fields and livestock within fields in winter without
causing damage to the land.
The planning application reference is 20/02714/AGRN.

How the new block would look

Advertising feature

Mouth-watering choice keeps the customers sweet
Keynsham’s Scrumptious Sweets shop, which is
approaching its first anniversary on the High Street,
has already become a local favourite.
The store was opened last autumn by Pam Garrie and
David Williams who saw a gap in the market for a
traditional sweet shop and decided to open in a prime
town centre location.
During lockdown the family-run business kept
customers happy by opening limited hours for them
to collect their favourite sweets and by offering local
delivery.
The shop has now fully reopened following
lockdown and customers old and new are flocking to
the store with its inviting window display featuring
a beautiful old-fashioned sweet cart.
There is a mouth-watering selection of sweets,
toffees, fudge, chocolates, cereals and drinks. One
wall is given over entirely to traditional sweets in
old-style jars, including bon-bons, cola cubes,
sherbet pips, barley sugar, pineapple rock, humbugs,
dolly mixture and jelly babies to name just a few.
They are sold in 100g quantities and served in a
paper bag.
Opposite there is also a large section dedicated to

The Week in • Wednesday 26th August 2020

American confectionery loved by the younger
generation, including Jolly Ranchers, Hershey’s, Pop
Tarts and cereals such as Reese’s Puffs and Lucky
Charms.
Scrumptious Sweets uses several suppliers, can take
requests from customers and has been able to source
old-fashioned products including herbal tablets, acid
drops and teacakes.
Scrumptious Sweets also prides itself on offering fair
prices compared to sweet shops in Bristol and Bath,
and caters for all dietary requirements, including
vegetarians, vegans, and for those wanting sugar-free
or gluten-free products.
Wedding carts and party bags are available from
Scrumptious Sweets which also sells a selection of
greetings cards, including a range by Bristol-based
company Cardtastic. Scrumptious Sweets is also
planning to visit local care homes so that residents
can purchase treats that evoke childhood memories,
either for themselves or as treats for their visitors.
Scrumptious Sweets is at 23 High Street, Keynsham.
Call 0117 9864444.
Opening times are Monday to Friday 10am to 4pm
and Saturday 9.30am to 4.30pm.
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LETTERS
Al Gorithm: wanted for
crimes against students
Dear Editor
Al Gorithm: wanted for crimes committed
against young people in exam year 2020.
Known colloquially as ‘algorithm’ and
said to be responsible for this year’s
examinations chaos, there has been no
word from the culprit so far. Only the
impassioned pleas of 'I’m sorry’ from

constituents/ teachers and governors, of
which I’m one, are united that this horror
never visits us again. ‘Equality of
opportunity’ is a right not just for an empty
slogan for use at election time in leaflets
that get thrown away, rather like the
promises some politicians make.
April J Begley (Mrs)
Hanham

those responsible for a debacle that will

Thank you

continue long after exam marks have been

Dear Editor

finally adjusted.

Many people in Keynsham will know

A prime example is a high-flying A*

Stephen Hathway. On a recent visit to the

student I know, deliberately marked down

High Street he lost his keys and his bus

to B. No person is taking responsibility for

pass. I would just like on Stephen’s behalf

this humiliating failure. Where is the

to say a big thank you to the kind person

integrity and accountability so often

who found them and handed them in at the

promised, but like Al, seem missing at this

council offices.

time? And what is the reason for being

Stephen’s mum

sorry? As the full story is being disclosed,
we realise it is for the disgrace it all is.
The underlying story of the social crime

Write to us

committed is being told loud and clear and
if we don’t listen, we will continue to bear
the consequences well into the future. If
there is no equality in the system, then
what does that say about those of us if we
put up with this state of affairs?
That’s the answer, Al Gorithm is not a
malevolent person at all, but an exammarking system that has been deliberately
devised and put in place by people who
won’t, to use a hackneyed phrase, ‘Do the
right thing’. Honour is not just for thieves
as the saying goes (there is honour among
thieves) but for those who need to show us
that they, the perpetrators, do indeed have
‘honour’.
Am I disheartened? No, of course not, the
clamour for simple justice is being made
by

many,

themselves.
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including

the

students

Parents

and

carers/

The Week In is independent of any
political or commercial interest. We aim
to produce a balanced and accurate view
of local news and welcome comments
from our readers. Normally, we will
publish letters in full but reserve the right
to shorten or clarify the contents or to
refuse publication. Please try to keep
letters under 300 words and supply your
full name and address for reasons of
authentication. Only the name and district
where you live will be reproduced.
Anonymity is possible under certain
circumstances.
Copy can be sent by post or, preferably,
e-mail and should arrive at our offices
no later than 9.00am on the Monday of
each week. E-mail
to:admin@theweekin.co.uk

Willowherb Road

Neighbourhood Watch
plan crossing patrol on
school’s first day back
Lyde Green Neighbourhood Watch are
organising crossing patrols on the first
day of term outside the local primary
school.
Local councillors and residents have been
campaigning for action to tackle the issue of
speeding on roads including Willowherb
Road where the school is, and there have
been calls for a crossing.
Lyde Green roads have a 20mph speed limit,
but local people report that many drivers
travel at 30-40mph and some motorists
sometimes top 50mph.
The patrols next Wednesday (2nd
September) will be from 8am to 9.30am and
from 2.30pm to 4pm.

The aim is to slow down the traffic as much
as possible to create a safe environment for
the children. The volunteers taking part will
also be handing out flyers detailing what is
going on and why.
People who want to get involved are asked
to get in touch with Lyde Green
Neighbourhood Watch via their Facebook
message or email info@lydegreenNHW.com
Meanwhile Lyde Green Neighbourhood
Watch will be holding their fourth annual
general meeting on Monday 4th September
from 7pm. It will be online and all residents
are welcome. Details of how to join in will
be available close to the time on the group’s
Facebook page.

Appeal after housing
scheme is refused
Following
South
Gloucestershire
Council’s refusal to grant outline planning
permission for homes in the grounds of a
large Victorian property on London Road
in Warmley, the applicant has lodged an
appeal with the Secretary of State.
The bid to build four houses in the grounds

of Ashlands was rejected by the council in
April. A previous outline application for
nine homes on the site was rejected last
year summer. Both schemes were refused
on the grounds that it would amount to
inappropriate development in the Green
Belt and not within a defined settlement.
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Shop South Glos to help traders
and high streets thrive
Traders and South Gloucestershire Council have joined

hands regularly.

forces in a new campaign to encourage people to stay safe,

The roll-out of the campaign is beginning with Hanham,

shop local and support high streets to rebuild from the

Staple Hill and Thornbury high streets. Traders have invested

coronavirus pandemic.

in measures such as plastic partitions and free facemasks to

‘Help Us Thrive: Shop South Glos’ showcases the best of

ensure customers and staff are safe while they shop. Videos

what high streets across the area have to offer.

featuring the local traders, a social media campaign and

Signs have gone up across the district, welcoming people

special offers and competitions will encourage people to play

back to their high street, and reminding everyone to keep

a part in preserving the heart of their communities.

their distance, wear a face covering in shops and wash their

At the launch on Monday, council leader Toby Savage said:
“For the last few months, communities

Traders in Hanham with council leader Toby Savage
pictured third from right

The campaign launch in Staple Hill

shoppers. These include creating more space for social

and conscientiously to limit the spread

distancing on pavements and roads and relaxing licensing

of the COVID-19. We now ask for your

regulations to make it easier for pubs, cafés and restaurants

support again. These are incredibly

to install outside seating areas.

challenging times for businesses who

George Georgiou, owner of the Butcher’s Hook, Staple Hill,

have done a brilliant job to welcome

said: “We’re encouraging people to come back to the high

shoppers back safely.

street safely and support the local economy. We’ve worked

“Supporting high streets like Hanham,

hard to keep people safe and our customers are being really

Staple Hill and Thornbury will help to

supportive.”

save

can

MatBrook
Knight,
who owns John Wood’s Cycle Repair Centre in
Road

experience a huge range of choice and

Hanham, said: “We’ve got a great range of shops, easily

unique products. Local grocers, cafés,

accessible by public transport or, of course, bicycle. The mix

barbers, gift shops, beauty parlours,

of eateries, gift shops, hairdressers and local facilities, like

florists, pubs, and newsagents, to name

Hanham Library, offers a different experience on every visit.

but a few, all sustain a healthy economy

Our high street is the centre of the community and putting

in South Gloucestershire. Now is the

your money back into the community is important.”

time for residents to get back out onto

You can discover how to support South Gloucestershire’s

our high streets, to do their bit and help

local traders to thrive and meet some of the traders that make

our

the high streets tick at www.southglos.gov.uk/shopsouthglos.

jobs

while

customers

community-based

businesses

thrive.”

The Help Us Thrive: Shop South Glos campaign is funded

Outdoor measures have also been taken

through the Government’s Reopening High Streets Safely

to make the area’s high streets as safe as

Fund which is providing £50m from the European Regional

possible and provide reassurance for

Development Fund (ERDF) to councils across England.

Sudoku
1-Easy

Barley Close

across our area have acted responsibility

SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 30th August

2 -Hard

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green
(10.30am-4pm)
Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm)
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)
Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park
(9.30am-4.30pm)
Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH
(10am-4pm)
Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)
Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds
(10am-4pm)
Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway
(11am-5pm)
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Concerns about poor
state of park’s pond
Concerns about the poor state of the pond
in Felicity Park, next to Siston Common,
have been highlighted.
Readers have contacted us to say the pond,
where there are barriers blocking off a
decked area, appears to have scum on it and
there has been a loss of waterfowl and
wildlife in general.
There is also evidence of vandalism at the
pond, with reeds ripped out and thrown
about.
The pond was created after the building of
the nearby ring road to encourage wildlife.
A spokesperson for South Gloucestershire
Council said: “We are working to improve
public access to the pond at Felicity Park and
we will be replacing the footbridge and
viewing platform, with work due to take
place later this year.”
They added that the recent warm weather

had an impact on the water quality but it is
hoped that the rain will help to improve
matters.
Regarding the vandalism they said: “If
anyone has concerns relating to anti-social
behaviour they can report it to us at
www.southglos.gov.uk/reportit or by calling
01454 868582.”
Meanwhile the Environment Agency has
been alerted to a recent case of pollution of
the Warmley Brook, which feeds into the
pond, in the vicinity of the nearby Anchor
Road area.

Crossword

Time to get a flu vaccine
Flu season is fast approaching and
Hanham Health has been working on its
plans for managing a successful 2020
campaign.
Flu is a highly infectious illness that
spreads rapidly through the coughs and
sneezes of people who are carrying the
virus. Symptoms can hit suddenly and
severely and usually include fever, chills,
headaches and aching muscles. You can
often get a cough and sore throat. Because
flu is caused by a virus and not bacteria,
antibiotics won't treat it.
Anyone can get flu, but it can be more
serious for certain people, such as:
• People aged 65 or over;
• People who have a serious medical
condition;
• Pregnant women;
• Young children.
Therefore the NHS offers free
vaccinations to all those ‘at risk’ patients.
Vaccination is the best way of protecting
yourself and those close to you against
infection by preventing the spread of the
virus.
Further information on the flu virus and
the benefits of receiving a vaccination are
available at www.nhs.uk/conditions/
vaccinations/flu-influenza-vaccine/
The practice, which has surgeries in
Whittucks Road in Hanham and in High
Street, Oldland Common, tells us that flu

ACROSS

DOWN

1. Unconventional (9)

2. Stereotyped phrase (6)

9. Hunting expedition
(6)

3. Newspaper boss (6)

10. Pacific island
state (4)

5. ---- of Skye (4)

11. Light source (4)
12. French engineer (6)
13. Principle (7)

6. Cupboard (7)
7. Young cow (4)
8. Hats, headgear (9)

16. Scorch (4)

13. Blood-sucking insect
(6,3)

17. Auction (4)

14. Simple (4)

18. Play on words (3)

15. Creates (5)

20. Attempt (3)

18. Stance (4)

21. Always (4)

19. Encourage (7)

23. Russian emperor
(4)

22. Neglectful (6)

25. Confidentiality (7)
26. Make certain (6)
29. Cab (4)
30. Single entity (4)
31. Foliage (6)
32. Journal (9)
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4. Bleats (anag.) (6)

23. Emotional shock (6)
24. Energetic (6)
27. Thick slice (4)
28. Relieve (4)

clinic appointments are now live and
ready to book: “Many people believe they
are helping to ease the burden on the
surgery by having their vaccination done
elsewhere, but seasonal vaccinations
generate valuable income on which we
rely. This income enables us to continue
offering the services that we provide and
we encourage you to support your local
GP practice and the NHS.
“Patient safety and convenience is
important to us which is why we are
offering flu vaccination clinics every
weekday and some weekends (from 12th
September), including early morning and
evenings.”
Social distancing is adhered to at all times
and patients are asked to wear a face mask
and all staff wear personal protective
equipment. The most conven-ient way to
book is online at https://www.hanham
health.co.uk/
You need to be registered in advance to
use this service which can be done via the
NHS app. You can also call 01179 352318
after 11am, Tuesday to Friday.
Alternatively, if you have an appointment
at the surgery for another reason, ask the
clinician you are seeing if they are able to
give your vaccination at the same time.
Hanham Health will be running a flu
vaccine campaign in The Week In over
the coming weeks.

Stockwood
Hill closure
announced
Bath and North East Somerset Council will be
introducing a road closure on the entire length of
Stockwood Hill in Keynsham from Monday 7th
September which could last up to a month.
The closure is for drainage improvement works and
resurfacing. The council says the road will only be
restricted as and when traffic signs are in position and
may not be affected for the whole of the period.
The advertised alternative route will be Stockwood Lane
(Keynsham), Stockwood Lane (Whitchurch), Staunton
Lane (Whitchurch), A37 Bristol Road (Whitchurch),
Queen Charlton Lane (Queen Charlton), Woollard Lane
(Whitchurch), Woollard Lane (Publow), Charlton Road
(Queen Charlton), Charlton Road (Keynsham), B3116
High Street (Keynsham), A4175 High Street
(Keynsham), A4175 Bristol Road (Keynsham), Old
Bristol Road (Keynsham), and vice versa.
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Advertising feature

Abbeyfield offers a
safe retirement option
The COVID-19 pandemic has been a difficult time for
many people but with the elderly generation high on the
‘at risk’ scale, Abbeyfield Bristol & Keynsham’s chief
executive Frances Stretton says she has just about started
to breathe again.
With early, preventative action and comprehensive additional
measures in place, the retirement organisation has, to date,
had no coronavirus cases across its five houses and has now
officially opened its doors again to new residents.
She told us: “We always have stringent hygiene and infection
control procedures in place and we significantly increased
measures to reduce the risk of infection across all our houses.
We immediately introduced enhanced cleaning regimes and
social distancing, such as different sittings at mealtimes, or
spreading residents between different rooms to eat, and
insisted on at least three metres’ distance at all times.
“I have to say our staff members have been incredible and
remain absolutely committed to the health and well-being of
our residents. We’re a strong team and I’m so very proud of
everyone.”
She said the hardest thing for residents was not being able to
see their loved ones. “We had to limit visitors to carers, or a
family member or friend acting in the capacity of carer. As
a retirement organisation whose ethos centres around
community, companionship and helping older people remain
independent, having to ask residents to stay in the house
during lockdown was also very difficult. But we had to keep
them as safe and protected as possible, and to support them
during this very worrying time.”
Frances continued: “Team members were amazing when we
couldn’t bring in our usual entertainers or keep fit people,
and they ramped up our activities and fun events to keep
everyone occupied. The good weather helped tremendously
and, as soon as we could, family and friends were able to
visit in the gardens. Residents are now able to welcome
visitors inside the house which is wonderful, and great for

Frances Stretton

morale.”
She said that staff haven’t been able to show potential
residents around the houses since early March so enquiry
levels dropped: “As a result, there are vacancies across most
of our houses, which is an unusual situation for us to be in.
I’m also very aware that there are older people who have
been isolated from their families during the pandemic, and
who might still be struggling to live on their own, and it‘s
concerning to think they might lack the confidence to make
the move to an environment where they will be happier and
more secure.
“I do appreciate families might be concerned about their
loved one moving to a retirement house right now, but I want
people to know that it’s completely safe to join any one of
our Abbeyfield houses and that we have lots of measures in
place to ensure everyone’s safety when a new person comes
to live with us.”
New residents are currently asked to self-isolate for 10 days
in their new apartment but after that, they’ll be able to enjoy
all the benefits of their new Abbeyfield home.
As part of the Safe Hands campaign, Abbeyfield Bristol &
Keynsham is offering all new residents one week free in the
houses in Keynsham, Hanham, Redland, Henleaze and Easter
Compton. Call 0117 973 6997 to find out more or visit
www.abbeyfield-bristol.co.uk

Parents trying to
arrange alternative
school transport
after bus is axed
A group of parents with children at Wellsway School and
IKB Academy in Keynsham have been looking at a
potential alternative to the 432 bus service after it was
cancelled by Stagecoach West.
As we reported in Issue 638 at the end of July, the 432
which carried pupils from Longwell Green, North
Common, Oldland Common and Willsbridge, was axed,
with Stagecoach explaining that since acquiring the
service in 2018, it had been running it on a fully
commercial basis, relying solely on ticket sales to cover
the costs of operation. However, passenger numbers and
revenue had declined, leading to the loss of a
“significant” sum of money each day.
Stagecoach said the issue pre-dated COVID-19 and no
money had been forthcoming to subsidise the service.
The parents trying to arrange an alternative told us last
Friday that nothing was confirmed as yet and they stress
that it is a private hire that they are looking at, not a new
route.
They were hoping to book it this week and said they
would only know the cost per person once they have
definite numbers. The service would be for pupils using
it every day to make it cost effective and would not be
for ad-hoc use.
Any parents interested should contact Mrs Jenkins on
07578 198048 or email jenelainejenkins@gmail.com

Abbeyfield residents
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Gandhi’s glasses go
under the hammer in
Hanham for £260k
A pair of glasses once owned by Mahatma Gandhi sold
for £260,000 at East Bristol Auctions in Hanham Business
Park last Friday.
They had been left in the auction house’s letterbox by a
man from Mangotsfield whose uncle had been given them
by Gandhi himself.
The glasses had been expected to sell for about £15,000.
They were bought through a phone bid from an American
buyer.

Wildlife trust launches
coronavirus appeal

Lee Brankin, left, delivering pizzas to Caring in Bristol

Kingswood store donates
pizzas to charity helping
the homeless in Bristol
Piles of pizzas have been donated to a Bristol
homeless charity which is coordinating the
care of hundreds of people accommodated in
hotels across the city.
Lee Brankin, manager at the Co-operative
store in Two Mile Hill Road in Kingswood,
had a larger than normal delivery of pizzas
in store and wanted to make sure they went
to a good home.
Together with two other Southern Co-op
stores locally, they gathered around 150
pizzas to give to Caring in Bristol which is
helping the homeless in Bristol.
Lee said: "Throughout the pandemic, the
‘Cheers Drive' run by Caring in Bristol, has
been delivering hot food to the homeless
around the city and also leaving them with
12

food to eat the following day for breakfast
and dinner as well.
"We were really pleased to know the pizzas
would be used as part of a packed lunch
which also gets handed out with the hot food
on an evening." Caring in Bristol, formerly
known as Caring at Christmas, was begun in
1987 by members of the Julian Trust charity
in response to the particular gap for homeless
and vulnerable people during Christmas and
the New Year.
It has continued to grow and expand its work
and services now include a large-scale food
provision project, Cheers Drive, the Bristol
Nightstop project and the 365 Shelter. To
find out more visit:www.caringinbristol.
co.uk

Avon Wildlife Trust, which looks after 30
nature reserves cross the West of England
including Willsbridge Valley, has
launched a coronavirus appeal, saying the
pandemic has had a drastic impact on its
finances.
The trust says: “We had so many exciting
plans, projects and events to benefit
wildlife in 2020 which should have been
in full swing throughout spring and
summer. Instead, these have all been
cancelled, postponed or changed because
of the devastating effects of coronavirus.
We had to shut down most of our
operations from April to July and are only
just restarting some of these as lockdown

restrictions are eased.
“This has had a significant impact on the
trust’s finances, with income from
projects, fundraising, sales and services all
being affected. Overall, we estimate that
our income could be down by £1m in this
year alone, resulting in losses of up to
£280,000.”
The trust says it has had to make some
hard decisions, including reducing its staff
team by 20% to ensure that it can continue
its front-line conservation work.
There is an online fundraising appeal at
www.avonwildlifetrust.org.uk/supportus/coronavirus-appeal or you can donate
by telephoning 01179 177270.

House damaged by intruders
Thieves entered a house in Deerswood in
Kingswood between 9.20pm on Thursday
13th August and 6.20am the following
day.
It is believed they got in through an
unlocked back door. A television and
gaming equipment were stolen. Police say
that considerable damage was made

throughout the property.
They advise that all unattended doors and
windows are kept closed and locked at all
times.
If you have any information contact the
police on 101. Alternatively call
Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555
111.

Dancing in Coronation Park
People are invited to take part in a new
outdoor exercise session in Cadbury
Heath
which
begins
tomorrow
(Thursday). Dancing in the Park is
suitable for all ages and is led by a
qualified instructor. Meet by the children’s

play area in Coronation Park at 11am.
Social distancing rules will apply and all
details will be taken for the NHS Track
and Trace service.
For more details contact the Juice
Community Project on 01454 302302.
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Motorbikes threat
to nature reserve
Stockwood Open Space Nature Reserve has in recent months seen a significant increase
in the number of motorbikes using the area, posing a risk for other users as well as the
continuous droning which is having a significant effect on local residents.
Local councillors and campaigners have met with the police and Bristol City Council’s
parks team to discuss the issue and try to find a resolution.
They discussed the need for more police bikes for South Bristol; to provide alternative
locations for the riders; better enforcement and for prosecutions to take place; as well
as better signage so that riders are aware that it is against council bylaws, as well as
dangerous for others.

Share your experiences
of regenerated park
Thanks to Heritage Lottery and other
funding,
a
big
programme
of
improvements, new facilities and activities
has been under way in Page Park in Staple
Hill.
Throughout the life of the restoration and
regeneration projects, the Friends of Page
Park and South Gloucestershire Council are
conducting a series of evaluation surveys and

monitoring activities. A survey is currently
running for people to share their experiences
of Page Park. Questions include how you
travel to get there, what you use the park for,
how satisfied you are with it, whether it feels
safe, what you know of its heritage, and how
often you use the new café or attend
activities in the new building. You can take
part at https://tinyurl.com/y2enjju5
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Situations Vacant

Vacancy to fill?
Advertising in The Week In is an
effective and low cost option.
Call Tracy or Jodie on
0117 986 0381.
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Sudoku Solutions
1-Easy

Crossword Solution

2-Hard

Service Directory
Aerials

Architectural
Services

Carpet Cleaning

Fencing

Garden Services

Guttering

Computers

Handyman
Blinds
Appliances
Garage Doors

Electrical
An advert
like this costs

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks

14

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

£21.00
+ VAT
per insert
DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks
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Service Directory
Home Help

Painting
& Decorating

Plumbing

Roofing

Tree Services

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more
Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs
Sewing Lessons
Home
Maintenance

£21.00
+ VAT

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

per insert
DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

Adverts cost £4.20 per
centimetre (min 5cm)

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

The more weeks you

Waste Disposal

book the cheaper
each insertion

Plumbing

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
Roofing
Telephone
Engineers

Rubbish
Clearance
Cheap and fast
We load and clear any
household, garden,
garage and shed
clearance
Free estimates
Fully licensed
85% recycled

Call 0117 9373009
at anytime to book

becomes

1 week - £21
2 weeks - £18.90
4 wk - £17.85
6 wk - £16.80
8 wk - £15.75
12 wk - £14.70
26 wk - £13.65
52 wk - £12.60
All prices per week
exc VAT
You don't have to book
successive weeks.
You can choose
fortnightly, monthly
or specific insertion
dates as long as the
total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.

An advert
like this costs
Locksmiths

£21.00

Tree Services

+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM
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THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
15
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