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A-level students praised for their resilience
Local students whose studies were interrupted by the
pandemic were praised for their resilience as they
received their A-level results last week.
With exams cancelled, almost 40 cent of grades in England
were lowered from teachers' predictions, data from exam
regulator Ofqual revealed.
On Monday afternoon came a massive Government U-turn,
with the announcement that students would after all be able
to use teacher-assessed grades for their A-levels - and the
GCSE results which are due out tomorrow - instead of the
controversial Ofqual algorithm.
Both Ofqual and Education Secretary Gavin Williamson
apologised for the distress caused.
Kevin Guy, Cabinet member for Children’s Services at Bath
and North East Somerset Council, said: “This has been an
incredibly challenging year for A-level students, a year like
no other. Not only have they been denied the opportunity to

sit their summer exams, they’ve also missed out on major
educational milestones as a result of the pandemic. Parents,
carers, students and schools deserve enormous credit for the
way they have coped with the situation.
“I would like to congratulate all students on their
achievements and I know many students will be going on to
the next steps of their future with optimism.
“For those whose results aren’t what you expected please
don’t panic or worry, there are lots of options available to
you. Take advantage of the wealth of advice and support
available – your school or college will be able to signpost
you to the most appropriate service for your needs.”
South Gloucestershire Council said it was delighted with the
achievements of students in what have been very different
circumstances because of COVID-19, and said all schools
have highlighted some special achievements and success for
individual students, with many not only progressing to their

St Brendan’s

first choice university places, but also into employment and
apprenticeships.
Erica Williams, Cabinet Member for Schools, Skills &
Employment, said: “Our thanks go out to all pupils and
school staff for their hard work and dedication to achieve
these results this year in what have been extraordinary
circumstances.”
And Anna Keen, who is Bristol City Council’s Cabinet lead
for Education & Skills, told students: “This has not been an
easy year, but you should be proud of what you have
achieved and look forward to your next steps in education,
employment or training with your new qualifications.”
St Brendan’s Sixth Form College at Brislington has the
largest cohort of A-level students in the region and 760 young
people received their results last Thursday. The majority
have progressed onto their chosen destinations in spite of this
year’s challenges. More than 400 students have secured their
university courses, including three who will be taking up
their places to study medicine and another three who have
accepted their Oxbridge offers.
Continued on page 2
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A-level students praised for their resilience
Continued from page 1
Popular degree choices for the class of 2020 are Law,
Criminology, Psychology and Business.
15% of students have secured apprenticeships in many
different fields including accounting, law, business and
engineering.
Marian Curran, principal at St Brendan’s said. “Whilst there
is some concern about the validity of a number of results
across the country, no one can underestimate the quality of
the students who are leaving us today. Together, our staff and
students should take satisfaction in a job well done.”
Wellsway Multi Academy Trust (WMAT) said its schools
have seen improved results in A-levels and vocational
equivalents, with a number of young people achieving
outstanding outcomes. Three students from Wellsway School
in Keynsham have secured Oxbridge places - Megan
Sullivan and Andrew Dubois at Cambridge and Nathan
Coltart at Oxford.
WMAT’s Sir Bernard Lovell Academy in Oldland Common
reported that overall results increased significantly in
comparison with 2019. And IKB Academy in Keynsham, the
trust’s specialist science, technology, engineering and maths
centre, reported excellent results in STEM subjects for a
fourth successive year.
The trust’s director of education Gary Schlick said: “We are
extremely proud of the way Year 13 students at all our
schools have coped with the extraordinary circumstances of
recent months.
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Appeal after
woman suffers
head injuries
in attack
Police have launched an appeal for witnesses and

Megan Sullivan from Wellsway School,
who is off to Cambridge

“Despite the national uncertainty in the process of
determining and awarding A-level and equivalent grades this
year, we are delighted with the students' results and pleased
that almost all have been awarded grades that have enabled
them to successfully progress.”
Downend School, which is run by Castle School Education
Trust said, it was “immensely proud” of its A-level students
and the results they have received are testament to their hard
work over the last two years. “They have shown
commitment, dedication and more recently great strength of
character and resilience during these unprecedented times.
“We are pleased that the results they have received will allow
them to progress onto the apprenticeship and degree courses
of their choice; all of our Year 13 students have been able to
take up their first or second place university choices or
planned apprenticeships.”

information after a woman suffered head injuries in an
assault in Cecil Road in Kingswood back in May.
The woman, who is in her 40s, was punched to the
ground by a man who then walked away. She needed
hospital treatment for cuts to the back of her head and
her face and also suffered bruising.
Police say they have taken a number of statements and
followed up several lines of inquiry since the attack,
which happened at about 11pm on Friday 8th May, but
still need any potential witnesses to come forward.
They hope the date of the incident being the VE Day
Bank Holiday will jog potential witnesses’ memories.
If you saw the assault or have any other information
which could help the investigation, call 101, quoting
reference 5220100413.

The Week in • Wednesday 19th August 2020

Sabotage attempts
reported on
Railway Path
People are being urged to be alert when using the Bristol
& Bath Railway Path after reports of tree trunks and
debris being placed across it at night near the old
Mangotsfield Station.
One cyclist reported that he came flying off his bike at
9pm on Saturday as someone had placed four trunks
across the path. He said no major damage was done but
he didn’t see in time to react and avoid the blockage.
The incident has been reported to the police and the
reference number is RAC-QYXAP.
This and similar incidents have been flagged up on
Facebook.
One person said that while out for an evening run at the
end of last week along the same stretch, someone had
laid a large amount of debris and most of an old tree
across the path, blocking it entirely.
He stopped and as he started clearing it he saw a young
boy in a black hoodie run away.
Someone also shared a report of three boys aged about
12 or 13 recently seen placing wooden pallets and tree
trunks on the road at nearby Rodway Hill.

Appeal after housing
scheme is refused
Following South Gloucestershire Council’s refusal to
grant outline planning permission for homes in the
grounds of a large Victorian property on London Road
in Warmley, the applicant has lodged an appeal with the
Secretary of State.
The bid to build four houses in the grounds of Ashlands
was rejected by the council in April. A previous outline
application for nine homes on the site was rejected last
year summer.
Both schemes were refused on the grounds that it would
amount to inappropriate development in the Green Belt
and not within a defined settlement.

The charred fly-tip at Brewery Hill

Fears over fly-tipping
on private land
There is an increasing problem with
fly-tipping and litter in the lanes
around the Bitton and Golden Valley
area.
Rubbish, including builders’ waste,
furniture, household items and plastic
bags with food packaging in, are
regularly being found illegally dumped
by the roadside and in hedgerows. As
it’s public land, South Gloucestershire
Council can remove it, but it is not
responsible for fly-tipping on private
land.
One of the largest recent fly-tips has
been in the layby at the bottom of
Brewery Hill. It was first reported to
the council on Monday 27th July and
the van-load of waste – which appeared
to include clothing and children’s items
- remained there for 16 days before the
council finally collected it on Tuesday
11th August.
It was torched the night before it was

collected, prompting a call-out from
Avon Fire & Rescue.
Historically the council has promptly
cleared fly-tipping in the layby and
even put up a No Fly Tipping sign
there.
However, the council said it had come
to light that the layby, which is next to
old nurseries with derelict greenhouses,
is privately owned.
The council said it had cleared the
waste on this occasion while liaising
with the landowner regarding the future
maintenance of this layby.
Writing on Facebook one concerned
local resident asked: “If this is now
deemed private land, how many other
such gateways and passing places will
be next?”
Another wrote: “Thanks to whoever
dumped their rubbish outside my
gateway yesterday afternoon. Second
time in a matter of weeks that this has

happened. Never seen so much rubbish
dumped in the lanes in the last few
months.”
A truck-load of waste has also been flytipped in a field near Beach.
Local councillor Erica Williams said
that Brewery Hill, Golden Valley Lane
and Marshfield Lane are hotspots for
fly-tippers and has asked the council’s
StreetCare team to keep an eye on these
areas.
• Meanwhile Oldland Parish Council
heard last week that there has been a
problem in recent months with flytipping and litter in the park area at
Barrs Court Moat. Rubbish has also
been dumped in the moat.
Because
of
lockdown,
the
MOATivation group of volunteers who
help to look after the site have not been
active there. The council has reported
it as a hotspot to South Gloucestershire
Council’s StreetCare team.

Shed burgled
Someone entered the rear garden of a home in Court
Farm Road in Longwell Green, via a side alleyway
during the night of Saturday 8th August. The padlock
was then forced from the shed door and a lawnmower
stolen.
Police recommend that residents restrict access to their
gardens whenever possible. Lock any access gates and
put away any tools that could help a potential burglar.
If you have any information regarding this incident
contact the police on 101. Alternatively call
Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111.
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The speed cushions have now been replaced

Unlawfully steep speed cushions are replaced
South Gloucestershire Council has had to
replace the speed cushions which were only

laid on Richmond Road in Mangotsfield
earlier this summer after admitting that the
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Barrs Court, Bitton, Brislington,
Cadbury Heath, Compton Dando,
Corston, Downend, Emersons Green,
Fishponds, Hanham, Hillfields,
Keynsham, Kingswood, Longwell
Green, Mangotsfield, Marksbury,
North Common, Oldland Common,
Pucklechurch, Saltford, Staple Hill,
Stockwood, St George, Warmley,
Whitchurch, Wick, Willsbridge.

ramps were too steep. In communication
with local councillor Michael Bell, a council
officer apologised and admitted that when
the road had been resurfaced and the speed
cushions replaced “we made a mistake on
site with regards to the lead-on and lead-off
ramp gradients of the speed cushions”.
A surfacing supervisor is said to have
interpreted the drawing incorrectly and “got

in a muddle”.
The officer told Cllr Bell: “The steepness of
the ramps made them very effective at
slowing down traffic, as they were really
quite severe. I drove over them in my car and
there was a really big thump unless you were
doing a snail’s pace. The cushions though
could not be left in place as they were
effectively unlawful.”
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Redevelopment scheme sparks traffic,
parking and heritage loss concerns
Objections have been pouring in after plans were
unveiled to turn The Old Flowerpot Inn in Kingswood
into a 125-space children’s day nursery with four new
homes at the rear accessed from Station Court.
Concerns about the new housing and proposed nursery,
which would have 30 full-time staff, include the impact on
traffic, parking and the loss of yet another Kingswood pub.
Comments posted on South Gloucestershire Council’s
planning portal include: “This is an exceptionally busy main
route through Kingswood, I live very close to this site and
trying to get out at the junctions along this stretch is already
extremely dangerous. The garage opposite, when having cars
delivered, parks the transporter on the main road directly
outside the pub, blocking the road. The increased traffic that
this would create with the number of vacancies they are
offering for children is ridiculous.”
Another said: “The Flowerpot has been my local for 30 years
and to think this area is in danger of losing yet another pub
is frankly outrageous. So many pubs in the vicinity of
Kingswood have been lost over the last decade … We cannot
afford to lose another pub (which is a two-bar establishment,
very rare nowadays) from our locality, especially one which
holds such an iconic and affectionate place in the history of
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Kingswood. Also, it is a
totally unsuitable place for
a day nursery. A very busy
road and inadequate parking
would prove chaotic at
delivery and picking up
times.”
Study of the accident
records on the A420 within
100 metres either side of the
site access within the last
five years shows that there
have been three injuryrecorded
accidents,
including one fatality in
2017, although none relate
directly to the pub site
access.
The council’s transport department has commented:
“Notwithstanding the fact that the site is in a sustainable
location, given the large scale of the proposal, it is felt
necessary to take steps in order to manage the parking
situation at this location and in order to maintain road safety.

The applicant would be required to make sufficient funds
available to the council in order to implement the necessary
Traffic Regulation Order for a waiting restriction at this
location.”
Council planners are due to make a decision this autumn.
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Trade union demo in Keynsham
over job cuts at British Airways
A protest has taken place in Keynsham in a bid to

take-off slots and that more than

encourage local MP Jacob Rees-Mogg to support British

240 have so far signed the pledge.

Airways staff who are facing potential job losses and

Unite is targeting constituencies

changes to their contracts.

around the country where MPs

A small number of BA staff held a socially distanced protest

have not yet shown their support.

in the town last Tuesday to highlight the company’s ‘fire and

The

rehire’ policy and to call on the North East Somerset MP to

which is moving to cut 12,000

sign a pledge calling for Government action.

jobs, says it has to adapt to

Unite the Union says that MPs from across the political

survive the coronavirus pandemic

divide are backing the call for a review of BA’s landing and

but Unite says it is being used as

Attempted
garage break-in
At some point between Friday 7th August and 10.45am
on Sunday 9th August, someone tried to break into a
garage at The Labbott in Keynsham, causing damage to
the lock in the process.
If you have any information regarding this incident call
the police on 101. Alternatively call Crimestoppers on
0800 555 111.
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Heathrow-based

airline,

an excuse to rehire staff with
lesser benefits and conditions.
“BA is taking tax-payers money
through the ‘furlough’ scheme as
well as accessing hundreds of
millions via loans. However, instead of using this money as

He said the turnout for the protest in Keynsham was smaller

was intended – to protect jobs - they appear to be intent on

than expected: “We understand fears of retribution kept

slashing employment.”

people away. Ten staff came along, some with their families.”

A Unite officer told us: “We attempted to contact Jacob Rees-

He added: “Public support Is excellent in the constituency as

Mogg, asking him to offer support to BA staff by signing the

well as everywhere around the UK.”

pledge as other MPs and councillors have; he did not make

The Week In has asked Mr Rees-Mogg if he intends to sign

a response.”

the pledge.
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Plans to create more
safe spaces outside
busy primary school
Plans to make it easier and safer for pupils

existing school keep clear markings.

and parents to move around outside The

The other permanent proposal is to increase

Park Primary School in Kingswood have

the width of the footway outside the old library

been drawn up.

on the High Street in the layby while

Following measures introduced because of the

maintaining a disabled bay.

COVID-19 situation, South Gloucestershire

It is also proposed to install a mass barrier in

Council is now planning to make them

the layby of Orchard Road to allow additional

permanent and to improve the footways

footway space.

around the school at its various entrances.

The proposals are available to see in the

People are being invited to have their say on

Consultations section of South Gloucestershire

the proposals which affect Hollow Road, High

Council’s website. To have your views taken

Street and Orchard Road. They all border the

into account, there is an online questionnaire

school which has more than 500 pupils.

to complete by Monday 24th August. If you do

The scheme involves widening the footway by

not have access to the internet and wish to

one metre opposite the entrance on Hollow

receive a paper copy of the information and

Road. This will involve the relocation of

questionnaire, call 01454 863958.

Hollow Road

Advertising feature

New salon is turning heads in Keynsham
A stylish and friendly new salon has opened in Keynsham.
Head to Toe is in a prime location at the top of Bath Hill in
the premises formerly known as Studio 9 Hair Design. The
small and bijou salon has undergone a complete makeover.
Co-owner Pam Garrie says that the opening was delayed
due to the lockdown, but the salon is now open and already
taking its first customers.
Head to Toe is headed up by manager Jade Watson who is
highly trained and has worked in salons in and around
Bristol including Clifton and Yate. The salon offers all
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hairdressing services, from a quick trim to a complete restyle with colouring, along with hair extensions for which
Jade is soon to complete her course.
Top-end products are to be used in the salon, with Head to
Toe just becoming a stockist of milk_shake professional
hair products.
The milk_shake brand’s philosophy is simple - “use the
power and the beauty of nature to achieve gorgeous hair
for all occasions.”
At the rear of the salon is a beauty room where Pam's
daughter Daisy will be
offering an acrylic nails
service. Daisy's artistic
designs will give your nails a
whole new edge to them.
As well as Head to Toe’s 20%
introductory offer - see the
voucher on this page - there
will be a permanent discount
for senior citizens of 15% on
Tuesdays and Wednesdays,
while students benefit from a
10% discount.
There will be a socially
distanced official opening of
the salon this Saturday (22nd
August).
Head to Toe is operating
Jade Watson
under COVID-19 safety

protocols and procedures including staff wearing visors.
Pam and partner Dave also run Scrumptious Sweets in
Keynsham High Street.
Head to Toe is at 9a Bath Hill, Keynsham. To book an
appointment call 0117 403 3705.
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LETTERS
Latest twist in station
redevelopment saga

Make votes matter

Dear Stephen

Saturday August 22nd marks a day of action organised by ‘Make

Regular readers of your paper will know that the redevelopment

Votes Matter’, which campaigns for electoral reform and

of Keynsham police station site has taken several twists and

proportional representation. Many people will be unconcerned

turns over the past 18 months. However, I was surprised and

by this but the facts below may be of interest.

disappointed to learn that the planning inspector has just decided

This is taken from the Huffington Post, 4/12/2019:

in favour of the developers Hawkfield Homes who had appealed

“Nearly 14 million voters are in seats that have not changed

against the refusal of B&NES Planning Committee in December

party hands since the Second World War, according to new

2018 to build 26 flats on this site.

research by the Electoral Reform Society.

Readers may remember that this controversial development was

Taking into account equivalent predecessor seats, some seats

opposed not only by Keynsham Town Council but many

have not changed party hands since the early years of Queen

individual local residents and even various reports by B&NES

Victoria’s reign – yes, in the first half of the 1800s.

Council’s own departments.

Some seats have not changed party hands since the 19th century,

Dear Editor

with Conservative Hugo Swire’s equivalent seat won from the
Whigs in 1835. The Conservatives won now-Independent Sir

Tabernacle
trustees view
repair work
Members of the Whitfield Tabernacle Trust were able to
access their 18th century Grade I listed building last
week to examine the urgent works that have been
completed as the first step to bringing the building in
Park Road in Kingswood back into community use.
The work, that included the securing of window spaces
with new lintels, was necessary to prevent further
deterioration, and to make the building safe for the
stabilisation work that is expected to start later in the
year.

Oliver Letwin’s seat in 1857, while Theresa May and Chris
Grayling’s seats have been held by the Tories since 1874.”
If you live in one of these safe seats, your vote is effectively
irrelevant. Under proportional representation if your first choice
doesn’t count, your second is used. No need for tactical voting
or electoral pacts. This replaces battleground seats which decide
an election by a much fairer system where everybody can feel
their vote matters. This is vital if ordinary people are to feel
listened to and engage with our democratic process.
Finally every state in Europe and most of the rest of the world
However, during lockdown, Hawkfield Homes then succeeded

use proportional representation of some kind, and their leaders

in gaining planning permission to build nine large houses on this

are forced to compromise and work with all parties instead of

same site and just a week ago a large sign appeared at the site

ignoring them, leading to consensus politics instead of

advertising nine houses “coming soon”.

confrontation.

So, we who live adjacent to this site are now wondering exactly

Geoff Hardman

what will be built here.
Hazel Pow

Joined-up thinking?
Dear Sir

Write to us
The Week In is independent of any political or commercial interest.
We aim to produce a balanced and accurate view of local news and
welcome comments from our readers. Normally, we will publish

As far as I can work out from reading The Week In (I haven’t

letters in full but reserve the right to shorten or clarify the contents

perused the plans) the A4 between Saltford and Keynsham is

or to refuse publication. Please try to keep letters under 300 words

likely to have as well as Hygge Park, a farm shop, 200 more new

and supply your full name and address for reasons of authentication.

houses and a “commercial premises”.

Only the name and district where you live will be reproduced.

Why don’t we just re-name the two towns as Saltsham or

Anonymity is possible under certain circumstances.

Keynford and join them up completely – or is that in fact the

Copy can be sent by post or, preferably, e-mail and should
arrive at our offices no later than 9.00am on the Monday of
each week. E-mail to:admin@theweekin.co.uk

masterplan?
Mrs L Owen
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Trustees Pat Rooney, Martin Farmer, Anthony
Hick & April Begley at the Whitfield Tabernacle

The works are being funded by the West of England
Combined Authority (WECA) through its ‘Love Our
High Streets’ fund, and are the first repairs to be carried
out on the fabric of the building since the trust acquired
the building in 2019.
Chair of the Tabernacle trustees the Rev Anthony Hick
said: “Although the ultimate aim of our trust is to
develop the tabernacle as a useful community building,
our first priority has always been to save the building
from further deterioration. The urgent work completed
in July is an important first phase in saving this
significant part of Kingswood’s history.”
The building, which dates from 1741, is widely regarded
as the birthplace of the Methodist movement.
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Fears that street closures could
make parking near schools worse
There are fears that a ban on vehicles outside two schools

At King’s Oak 69% of those who responded to the survey

in Kingswood and Mangotsfield at drop-off and pick-up

disagreed with the scheme as a whole; 12% supported it and

times will make parking in the vicinity worse,

19% stated they didn’t know.

consultation results reveal.

Asked if they think there is a parking problem in Brook Road

South Gloucestershire Council launched surveys on 23rd

during school drop-off/pick-up times, 50% said there was,

July to find out what people think about the proposed

37% that there wasn’t and 13% didn’t know.

Experimental Traffic Orders (ETOs) which start next month

In response to being asked how the scheme will affect the

outside King’s Oak Academy in Brook Road and Barley

parking situation in the vicinity of the school, 75% said it

Close Primary School. There is also a third trial which will

will make it worse; 12% said it would make it better and 13%

be starting at Abbotswood Primary in Kelston Close in Yate.

didn’t know. Of the parents who responded, the majority

The ‘School Street’ proposals aim to maintain social

(56%) said they would not be encouraged to use alternative

distancing and continue to encourage safe access, as well as

active travel methods such as walking or cycling, to travel to

improve air quality. The schemes involve signs and

school with their children because of the School Street; 13%

retractable bollards, and residents as well as parents will have

said yes and 31% didn’t know.

to avoid entering and leaving during the timed closures.

The majority - 75% - disagreed with the scheme becoming

The three consultations began after the schools had broken

permanent in the future.

up for summer and closed on 6th August; they did not,

Meanwhile the feedback report for the Barley Close scheme

perhaps unsurprisingly, draw a huge amount of responses.

noted that no parents with children at the school responded.

However, the feedback shows a negative reaction to both the

The majority of people who did respond (64%) disagreed

Barley Close and King’s Oak schemes; in contrast, the

with the scheme as a whole; 18% supported it and 18% said

Abbotswood scheme is welcomed.

they didn’t know. Most people (86%) agreed that there is a

The council is pressing ahead with the ETOs which will see

parking problem in Barley Close during school pick-up and

walked to school when in fact only the final part of their

the roads become ‘pedestrian and cycle’ zones from 1st

drop-off times with 14% saying they didn’t know.

journey to school involves walking.”

September to 31st July during term time only.

The majority (63%) felt the School Street will make parking

And a respondent to the Barley Close survey warned: “If this

The public will have the opportunity to submit feedback

issues in the vicinity of the school worse; 14% said it will

proposal goes ahead all that will happen is that Barley Close

during the trials’ six-month consultation periods.

make it better and 23% didn’t know.

will become a more dangerous road. People will park on the

At Barley Close the ban affects traffic from 8.30am to

And 92% of respondents disagreed with the School Street

grass verges at the end, park in front of the bollards, or drive

9.20am and 2.30pm to 3.30pm, Monday to Friday. At King’s

becoming permanent in the future.

over the grass verge to enter Barley Close. Royal Road is

Oak it will be in force from 8.25am to 8.50am and 3pm to

Comments from respondents in the King’s Oak survey

already dangerous enough with the amount of people parked

3.30pm on weekdays. At Kelston Close it will run from 8:30

included: “The traffic will be pushed to neighbouring roads

there, they are usually double parked and that road will now

to 9am and 2.45 to 3:30pm, Monday to Friday.

where the social distancing and air quality will worsen…

get worse as you are pushing the problem elsewhere.”

School staff will maintain access for emergency vehicles

children being driven to school will be dropped off and

The full survey results on the three schools can be seen on

during the closure periods each day.

picked up in nearby roads but will be perceived as having

the council’s website – search under closed consultations.

Sudoku
1-Easy

Barley Close
Barley Close

Brook Road

SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 23rd August

2 -Hard

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green
(10.30am-4pm)
Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm)
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)
Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park
(9.30am-4.30pm)
Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH
(10am-4pm)
Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)
Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds
(10am-4pm)
Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway
(11am-5pm)
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Fire drama in
school grounds
A fire which engulfed fir trees
at King’s Oak Academy in
Kingswood in the early hours
of last Wednesday saw flames
leaping higher than a nearby
property.
It is believed that the blaze in
the field on the corner of
Deanery Road and Tenniscourt
Road, involving a wood pile
where trees had recently been
felled, was started deliberately.
Laura Carter, who lives next
door, posted this image on
Facebook
and
said:
“Thankfully no one was hurt.
The good sense of a passing car
ensured the fire brigade were
on the scene very quickly. The
same car/cars of lads also
knocked on our door and
several other doors ensuring everyone vacated their property.
“Let’s hope the rest of the wood in the school field is
removed ASAP.”
The fire was reportedly just metres from a gas main.
Blue Watch from nearby Kingswood fire station attended the
blaze. One truck was sent initially, then another for support

Crossword

Norville welcomes new
patients after Stockwood
practice closes

for water supply.
The hydrant on the site was reportedly full of mud and had
to be dug out to get the key and bar kit to find the thread to
connect, just in time to stop the fire spreading to nearby
homes as the fire trucks were running out of water.
The fire was then quickly brought under control.

ACROSS

DOWN

1. Widespread

2. Sly look (4)

outbreak (8)

3. Dreary (6)

6. Stratagem (4)

4. Accident (6)

8. Be in debt (3)

5. Price (4)

9. Endures (8)

6. Depends (6)

10. Burden (4)

7. Rocked sideways (6)

12. American parrot (5) 11. Brusque (5)
14. Cut off (5)
17. Cure (4)
18. Fence of stakes (8)
20. Withdraws (8)
24. Sieve (4)
25. Attribute (5)
26. Relieved (5)
29. Heroic tale (4)
30. Assumed (8)
31. Rim (3)
32. Projecting knob (4)
33. Giving in (8)

12. Mediterranean
island (5)
13. Sweat (anag.) (5)
14. Half a dozen (3)
15. Legitimate (5)
16. Right-hand page (5)
19. Moist (3)
21. Wandering (6)
22. Bawdy (6)
23. Try out (6)
24. Moment (6)
27. Catch sight of (4)
28. Stitched (4)
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A team of opticians in Keynsham are looking forward to
welcoming new patients from a practice in Stockwood
which closed in July.
Patients at Simon Goldsmith Opticians, on Hollway
Road, can now receive their eye care at Norville
Opticians on Keynsham High Street.
Following Simon Goldsmith’s retirement, all patient
records from the practice have been securely transferred
to the Norville practice.
Norville has a heritage dating back over 120 years, whilst
Simon Goldsmith Opticians established an excellent
clinical reputation.
Beth Bracey FBDO, manager of Norville Opticians in
Keynsham, said: “We are delighted that we will now be
seeing the patients from Simon Goldsmith Opticians, and
we will do our upmost to continue to provide the
committed care that patients have always received from
Simon’s team.
“We are looking forward to welcoming some new faces,
and we can guarantee they will receive a warm welcome
from all of us.”
Simon Goldsmith said: “The priority in these situations
is to ensure that patients continue to receive the highest
levels of care and service, which we have always done
our best to provide.
“I’m very glad, therefore, that our patients will be
accommodated at Norville Opticians only a short
distance away in Keynsham, and I have no doubts that
they will be in safe hands.”

Football club
celebrate grant award
Oldland Abbotonians FC have received a £500 grant
from the Football Association to help them adapt their
facilities to life after lockdown. With plans announced
last month for a phased return of community football
later this year, the cash from the FA Foundation’s Club
Preparation Fund will help the club, which play in the
Toolstation Western League, prepare their facilities to
meet the new social distancing and hygiene
requirements. Oldland Abbotonians’ assistant manager
Steve Cains said: “This is a small donation but it will
help us with the ongoing costs and it will be a great help
in this time when we have no income.”
The Week in • Wednesday 19th August 2020

Keynsham keen to adopt ‘I love local’ campaign
Keynsham is keen to adopt an ‘I love local’ campaign like
the one that has launched this month in Widcombe in
Bath, according to Bath & North East Somerset Council.
‘I love local’ has been devised by the council together with
partners Visit Bath, Bath BID (Business Improvement
District) and Invest in Bath to support retail businesses and
promote the message that it’s safe to go back to high streets
across the district. Flags, signs and banners have gone up in
shops all over Widcombe. Council leader Dine Romero, who
was at the launch, said: “Every one of us has a local corner
shop, local baker, charity or coffee shop that we need to
support. This is such a positive way to champion the
independent businesses in our city and local centres which
have all been affected by the lockdown.
“We have already had other local centres want to take part
and champion their own high streets so we hope this will
spread across Bath and North East Somerset.
“At the same time as encouraging shopping locally it is
important to continue to underline that we should all continue
to be sensible, to social distance, wear a mask when required,
and to sanitise hands as we explore what our high streets have
to offer.”
As well as Keynsham, Chelsea Road and Milsom Street in
Bath are said to be keen to launch their own campaign, and
work is under way for it to launch in Bear Flat.
Flags will go up at each #ilovelocal location and items
including facemasks and tote bags bearing the area’s

branding will be available for people to buy. A local ‘pod’
team will be formed in each ‘I love local’ area to co-ordinate
traders and encourage the community to get involved.
The campaign is funded by the European Regional
Development Fund through the Reopening the High Streets
Safely
Fund.
For
more
information
visit:

www.ilovelocal.info
• The daytime closure to traffic of part of Keynsham High
Street to aid social distancing looks set to remain until 13th
January next year.
The High Street is closed from its junction with Charlton
Road to Bath Hill from 9am to 5pm seven days a week.

Advertising Feature

New nursery is on
course for success
A new day nursery and pre-school
opens on 1st September in the
former clubhouse at Shortwood
Lodge Golf Course, which closed
last summer.
After years of working for a large
regional chain of nurseries as an
office manager, local mum and
nanny Viv Osborne was inspired to
open her own nursery, which is
called Butterflies, offering a more
personal touch and flexible sessions.
Viv, from Longwell Green, took
Viv Osborne
over the building in April and has
converted it into a nursery which
converted the building into a modern, light,
enjoys a beautiful setting with amazing spacious, fully air-conditioned nursery.”
learning opportunities for children right on Butterflies offers all-year round private
the doorstep.
sessions, taking children from three months
Viv says that taking on a new venture as to five years, along with fully funded termCOVID was coming into effect was a very time only sessions for Nursery Education
stressful time: “However, with the help of Grant and two-year funded children.
local tradesmen and help from my family Visit www.butterfliesbristol.co.uk to find out
and friends, we worked tirelessly and more.
The Week in • Wednesday 19th August 2020
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Have your say on the future of Brislington Meadows
People are being asked to have their say on plans to build

community facilities, and the design team are currently

a contractor to demolish the building. This is likely to happen

around 300 homes at the 10-hectare Brislington Meadows

running a community engagement exercise asking for “ideas,

during September and they say disruption and disturbance to

site.

issues, aspirations or questions”.

local residents will be minimised.

The site has been earmarked by Bristol City Council for

A “high quality” development is proposed on the site,

The community engagement exercise ends on Friday 28th

development for some years. Homes England, which has

including affordable housing. Some queries have already

August. The draft masterplan will be published for

responsibility for accelerating new residential development,

been raised over the future of the former Brislington police

consultation next month and a planning application is

bought it in March to bring forward plans for new homes and

station, and very shortly Homes England will be appointing

expected to be lodged with Bristol City Council in January,
with a decision by next July.
If approved Homes England will look to appoint a developer

More council staff may
be based in Keynsham

next November and work could start by October 2022.
Find out more at www.brislingtonmeadows.co.uk

Situations
Vacant

More Bath & North East Somerset Council staff may be

Family
Announcements
Bereavements

based in Keynsham following the authority’s decision to rent
out some of its office space in central Bath.
Buoyed by the ease with which many staff have adapted to
working from home during the pandemic, the council is now
offering the upper four floors of Lewis House in Manvers
Street for commercial rent.
The University of Bath has already agreed a 12-month lease
on two of the floors. Council-based staff who worked there
previously have now had their ‘base’ moved to Keynsham
Civic Centre but with the flexibility to work from home.
Leader of B&NES Council Dine Romero said: “Prior to

“Lockdown has shown we can work flexibly, including from

COVID-19, we said we wanted to significantly reduce our

home where that makes sense. This year-long lease

office accommodation costs, given the financial pressures we

arrangement with the University of Bath gains us vital

were under even then.

income from this building whilst maintaining service levels.”
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Keynsham
supermarket to
become a SPAR

The ceremony at the war memorial in Mangotsfield

Services held to mark the
75th anniversary of VJ Day

The Avon Gold Premier supermarket in Queens Road in
Keynsham is to become a new SPAR store.
Expanding Wessex Retail plans to renovate and rebrand
it and introduce a variety of product ranges, promotions,
and a larger hot food offering.
Previous owners Tony and Alisson Mallaban, who had
the business since 1997, decided to sell it as they wanted
to retire. Tony said: “In the 23 years that we have owned
the supermarket, it has grown into a thriving, wellsupported, local business offering a wide range of goods
and services. The time was right for a new owner to bring
fresh ideas to the business and we are looking forward
to our well-earned retirement.”
Jamie Williams, retail business agent at Christie & Co,
said Avon Gold is the third store purchased by this client
in the South West this year. “The retail market is
continuing to remain robust and is likely to improve in
the second half of 2020.”

Among the events held to mark the 75th anniversary of
VJ Day were services of remembrance in Staple Hill,
Mangotsfield and Bitton.
Victory over Japan Day on 15th August 1945 ultimately
brought an end to the Second World War.
Services held at the war memorials in Mangotsfield and
Staple Hill were filmed in advance and edited so that people
could watch them virtually on Saturday.
Among those taking part in the ceremony by the war
memorial in Page Park in Staple Hill were Ian Campbell,
chairman of Staple Hill & District Royal British Legion;

Wreaths laid at the war memorial in Page Park

branch president and local councillor Ian Boulton; Jeanette
Ware, who chairs the Women’s Section, and Madeleine Bills

and community pastor Clive Heath; ward councillor Michael

from the Women’s Section who is also the local town crier.

Bell, who is also the residents’ association’s treasurer; and

Toby Savage, the leader of South Gloucestershire Council,

the secretary of the residents’ association Chris Amos.

was among those who laid a wreath.

You can watch both films at staplehillrbl.org.uk

The Last Post and Reveille were sounded by Euton Peters,

Also on Saturday morning, a commemoration service was

from the Kris Nock Big Band, and a piper also played.

held at Bitton war memorial in St Mary's Churchyard,

Attending the Mangotsfield service of remembrance and

organised by the Bitton & Oldland Branch of the Royal

commemoration were the Rev Teresa Taylor, of St James’

British Legion.

Church; the chairman of Mangotsfield Residents’ Association

Following a welcome from branch president Ken Gibson, the
short service, which was attended by
about 25 people, was conducted by
branch padre the Rev Steve Britton.
Branch chairman Jeff Dando led the
Act of Remembrance and Mick
Perkins, of Oldland Brass, sounded
the Last Post; Sgt Rebecca Harrill of
the RAF Air Cadets lowered the
branch standard.
Following the two-minute silence,
Reveille was sounded and before a

From left, Legion president Ken Gibson, bugler Mick Perkins, the Rev Steve
Britton, RBL branch chairman Jeff Dando, standard bearer Sgt Rebecca Harrill &
Captain George Harrill of the Royal Army Medical Corps. Picture: Dawn Harrill
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final blessing, Jeff Dando recited the
Kohima Epitaph.
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Sudoku Solutions
1-Easy

Crossword Solution

2-Hard

Service Directory
Aerials

Architectural
Services

Blinds

Driveways

Carpet Cleaning

Fencing

Garage Doors

Garden Services

Garden Services

Handyman

Appliances

Blinds

Chimney Sweeps
An advert
like this costs

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks
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Service Directory
Home
Maintenance

Painting
& Decorating

Plumbing

Roofing

Tree Services

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more
Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT
per insert

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

Adverts cost £4.20 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you

Wanted
An advert
like this costs

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

£21.00
+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Telephone
Engineers

Locksmiths
Plumbing

BOOKS, paper ephemera,
postcards, football programmes,
records, toys etc.
Best prices paid. Phone Rick on
01761 232936

Waste Disposal

Oven Cleaning

£21.00
+ VAT

Rubbish
Clearance

per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM
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becomes

1 week - £21
2 weeks - £18.90
4 wk - £17.85
8 wk - £15.75
12 wk - £14.70

Cheap and fast

26 wk - £13.65

We load and clear any
household, garden,
garage and shed
clearance
Free estimates
Fully licensed
85% recycled

52 wk - £12.60

at anytime to book

Tree Services

each insertion

6 wk - £16.80

Call 0117 9373009

An advert
like this costs

book the cheaper

All prices per week
exc VAT
You don't have to book
successive weeks.
You can choose
fortnightly, monthly
or specific insertion
dates as long as the
total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.
Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
15
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