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Safety fears as boats moor up again despite ban
There are concerns in
Saltford about boats
mooring again at Mead
Lane despite the ban that
was
introduced
in
February because of fears
that the riverbank could
collapse.

Also in this
week’s issue

Last autumn documents
came to light showing that
riverbank stabilisation work
carried out 14 years ago was
not designed for moorings.
There were calls for
B&NES Council, which had
permitted moorings and

even encouraged them with
a 2017-2018 mooring trial,
to bring in a ban amid fears
that erosion could cause the
riverbank to collapse and
take some of the road with it.
In January the council’s
Cabinet agreed to remove
moorings in February and
said a structural survey
would be undertaken to help
them decide on repairs and
the long-term use of the
riverbank. That survey has
been commissioned but no
date for it has yet been
announced.

Bristol Rovers Supporters
JFC refused alcohol
licence . . . page 3

Although moorings have not
been reopened, there are
currently several boats tied
up along Mead Lane. The
council’s website says:
“Emergency
COVID
legislation places additional
housing and homelessness
duties on the council. These
duties remain in place until
23rd August. These duties
require the council to not do
anything that could impact
upon an individual’s housing
provision.
“In order to comply with
government
guidance,

Experimental traffic orders
introduced on two Staple
Hill roads . . . page 5

action will not be taken to
move boats on during the
COVID-19 pandemic. This
will remain the case until
23rd August; at this point the
Government will inform
councils of any new or
continuing obligations.”
Saltford Environment Group
says its members and other
local residents are worried
about the unauthorised
moorings: “Quite apart from
damage to the riverbank and
wildlife, there are safety
concerns for both the boaters
themselves and others,

‘Don’t add to A4
gridlock’ pleas
. . . page 9

residents or visitors, that
step onto the riverbank
itself, the stability of which
is now uncertain in several
places.”

Appeal to build 9 homes
behind Pucklechurch pub
. . . page 13

Temporary parking Raising awareness
ban at beauty spot of river safety
is extended
B&NES Council has now
extended the temporary parking
ban on The Shallows in Saltford
for up to 18 months. This is in
line with measures taken on
Mead Lane.
With the easing of lockdown,
visitor numbers to the village’s
beauty spots this summer have
been high and the council has
acted to tackle nuisance parking
and ensure emergency vehicle
access.
B&NES Council enforcement
officers are regularly patrolling
Saltford at least twice a day and
enforcement notices have been
issued.
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The Shallows

With the river in Saltford a
popular destination for visitors,
especially in hot weather like at
the weekend, the parish council is
working to improve awareness of
the risks and dangers of being
around and swimming in the
water.
In 2019, 263 people accidentally
drowned in the UK; 50% just
happened to be near water and had
no intention of entering it, and 87%
of these fatalities were male.
The council has made contact with Avon Fire
& Rescue (AF&RS) and a crew from the
station at Hicks Gate were in Saltford at the
weekend talking to river users near the
marinas to raise awareness of water safety.
Councillors will be discussing longer term
strategies to support water safety awareness
with representatives of Avon Fire & Rescue
and have also recently approached the Bath
River Safety Group and Canal & River Trust

Young people cooling off in the area
earlier this summer

for guidance on improving water safety
awareness.
Meanwhile the parish council reported that
traffic issues, dangerous parking and antisocial behaviour incidents in Saltford at the
weekend seemed reduced compared with
previous spells of hot weather this year.
The council has thanked the police for their
ongoing presence following a request for
frequent patrols.
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Club is denied alcohol licence over
public nuisance and parking concerns
Bristol Rovers Supporters Junior Football
Club have been denied an alcohol licence
at the ground in Soundwell that they
lease from South Gloucestershire Council
over public nuisance and parking
concerns.
Their main site is at Southey Park in
Kingswood but last year the expanding club
also took over the public park and pavilion
next to Kingswood Leisure Centre.
They applied to the council to sell alcohol
for consumption on and off the premises
from 6pm to 9pm Monday to Friday and
from noon to 10pm at weekends.
At their meeting last Wednesday the
council’s Licensing Sub-Committee heard
from club representatives that the pavilion
would not become a public bar but they just
want to offer the same facilities to parents
and visitors as at Southey Park, where they
have had no problems.
The club applied for the licence as they need
more revenue; they are responsible for the
cost of upkeep and maintenance of the

Soundwell site and the COVID emergency
has resulted in a substantial loss of income.
There were no objections from the police,
fire officer, planning, environmental health
and environmental protection, safeguarding
children’s services, trading standards and
public health. But there were 35 objections
from local residents; fears included the
potential for anti-social behaviour in a park
used by families and dog walkers. Residents
were also worried about the impact on traffic
and parking in Church Road, particularly for
pedestrians, as there are already congestion
problems. Noise and litter, including the risk
of broken glass, were also of concern. The
need for a bar at a junior football club was
also called into question.
The club pointed out that 30 of the letters of
objections were identical and said they
would have liked to have had an open
evening for residents but COVID regulations
had prevented this. They wrote to objectors
to try to allay fears, saying they would be
operating under 30 conditions on the licence.
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The club recognised that car parking may be
a local problem but said the application
would have no bearing on congestion.
Alcohol consumption would only be in the
clubhouse and small outside area and there
would be only plastic bottles and cups, no
glass. They said the hours applied for are the
maximum it would ever be used on a given
day but would not be every day, and it wasn’t
in their interest to allow anti-social

behaviour or littering.
However, only one person withdrew their
complaint.
The sub-committee refused the application
by two votes to one, citing public nuisance
and parking concerns, as well as insufficient
security measures in place for storing
alcohol.
The club now has the right to appeal to the
magistrates’ court.
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School uniform
donation appeal
With many families across Bristol struggling financially
in the economic fall-out of the COVID-19 crisis, people
are being encouraged to donate items of good condition
school uniform they no longer need to help others
prepare for the new term.
Donations of unbranded, clean items can be dropped off
in the foyer of City Hall and will be distributed to
families through partners such as Families in Focus
teams, children’s centres, community organisations and
food banks.
The donation point is open between 7am and 7pm,
Monday to Friday until 21st August.
Anyone in need of a uniform should contact their local
ward councillor or email mayor@bristol.gov.uk

Keep in touch, let us know what
you think, send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin

Avon Valley Railway is back on track
Following four months of
lockdown Avon Valley
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Railway at Bitton is
pleased to announce that
its heritage trains are
running again.
Volunteers at the heritage
railway have been busy
preparing the station and
carriages over the last
few weeks, ready to
welcome passengers back
once more.
A revised timetable for
August has been released
with three trains a day at
11.30, 13:15 and 15:00.
Tickets need to be purchased
in advance from the
railway’s website, and to
keep its customers safe, each
family group will be seated
in separate compartments
away from other family

groups.
The volunteers are also
undertaking more regular
cleaning of train doors,
handles, windows and seats
before people board. Initially
services will be dieselhauled but the team are
looking how they can safely

strain on our finances.
“We’ve since been able to
re-open our station buffet
offering a limited takeaway
menu and we hope to build
on this over the coming
months. But re-starting our
train services is a great
achievement and we hope to

re-introduce steam-hauled
services as soon as it is safe
to do so.
Mark
Simmons,
the
railway’s commercial and
business manager said;
“We’re really glad to be able
to re-start our train services.
The last few months have
been incredibly challenging
for us as a charity as our
income stopped overnight
and this put an enormous

welcome regular and new
passengers to the station
over the summer.
“Most importantly though,
despite the need for the
various safety measures, we
just want you to have an
enjoyable visit and share in
a true heritage experience.”
Visit www.avonvalleyrail
way.org to reserve your seats
or
find
out
more
information.

Saltford gets the bunting out again
Following their celebrations to mark the 75th anniversary of VE Day in May, Saltford
villagers will mark the final end of the Second World War on VJ Day this Saturday
(15th August). People are encouraged to decorate their homes in red, white and blue
and enjoy afternoon tea with their neighbours at a social distance.
As before Saltford Community Association will be providing an afternoon tea to
villagers aged over 75+ who would like one. Call the hub on 01225 632216. It will be
delivered shortly before the party start time of 3pm.

A39 resurfacing works
There will be resurfacing work on the A39 around the Two Headed Man junction
towards Marksbury, starting on Saturday 22nd August and taking up to eight weeks.
B&NES Council says there will be some traffic lights during this period and road
closures at quiet times.
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Closure trials on two Staple
Hill roads for up to 18 months
Restrictions introduced on Signal Road and Charnell
Road in Staple Hill at the end of June as a result of the
COVID-19 crisis have been formalised.
Official Experimental Traffic Orders (ETOs) were introduced
on both roads last Friday (7th August). The council says that
with the relaxation of Government lockdown measures, the
changes will help reduce the impact of increased vehicle
traffic and improve the potential benefits to key cycling and
walking routes.

Both Signal Road and Charnell Road are close to an access
to the Bristol & Bath Railway Path. Signal Road is closed 33
metres west from its junction with White Lodge Road while
Charnell Road is closed 20 metres east from its junction with
Teewell Hill. The traffic orders could potentially run for 18
months before being made permanent.
You can respond to questionnaires on the council’s website.
Search under ‘Consultations’. The closing date for comments
is 14th February 2021.

Charnell Road

Bristol’s £91m+ business boost
Since the Government’s business support grant funding

Leisure Grants Fund and the Discretionary Grants Fund

has been available in response to COVID-19 more than

have applied and successfully received grants ranging

£91m has been processed to support local businesses

from £1,000 to £25,000.

across Bristol.

The Discretionary Grants scheme has closed but

More than 7,200 local businesses and organisations have

eligibility criteria and the application form for the Small

been helped.

Business Grants Fund and the Retail, Hospitality and

Over 95% of businesses in Bristol that are eligible for the

Leisure Grants Fund can be found on the council’s

Small Business Grants Fund, the Retail, Hospitality and

website. The deadline is 28th August.
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The Railway Path by Signal Road
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Project to improve city’s transport
system starts with No 2 bus route
Anticipating a growing population,

safe crossing points and attractive

Bristol City Council and West of England

streetscapes;

Combined Authority (WECA) say that
they

are

proposing

significant

improvements to key transport routes

• Reallocation of road space for cyclists and
buses to encourage more active travel;
• and bus infrastructure improvements to

across the city over the next 10 years.

help buses move quickly through the

The first route to be considered for

traffic improving journey times and

improvement goes from Stockwood to

reliability.

Cribbs Causeway (A37/A4018) – where the

By providing a better travelling experience

No 2 bus travels – and people are being

for those using sustainable modes of

asked to have their say.

transport it is hoped that more people may

The route goes from Stockwood along the

choose to make the switch, which will help

A37 through Knowle and Totterdown into

reduce congestion and improve air quality.

the central area calling at Temple Meads. It

People can find out more at a virtual

then heads north along the A4018 and

exhibition with regular live chats. There is

travels into Henleaze, Southmead and

one tomorrow (Thursday) from 2pm to

Henbury,

4pm; Wednesday 19th August (noon to

before

arriving

at

Cribbs

Causeway.

2pm); Monday 24th August (10am to noon);

Improvements to this transport route will

Saturday 29th August (10am to noon) and

focus on pedestrians, cyclists and bus users

Tuesday 1st September (2pm to 4pm).

and will look to achieve:

Find

• Better pedestrian environments providing

info/projects/a37-a4018-transport-corridor

out

more

at

www.travelwest.

Transport corridor priorities
The priority routes for improvements, as seen in the graphic above.
• The 1st priority is the red route: A37 to A4018 route which follows the No 2 bus.
• 2nd priority is the orange route: Hengrove/Hartcliffe on the A38 to Cribbs Causeway
which follows the 75/76.
• 3rd priority is the yellow route: A4.
• 4th priority is the green route: A432 to Emersons Green/Lyde Green which follows
the 48/49.
• 5th priority is the light blue route: Southmead through Eastville to Ashton Vale
(Service 24) and Hengrove through Filwood Park to the Centre which follows the
No 90.
• 6th priority is the dark blue route: M32.
• 7th priority is the purple route: A370 route.
• 8th priority is the pink route: A420 and A4.

Plans for 15 self-build
homes are refused

6

Outline plans for 15 self-build homes

said the site is situated outside the

next to the telephone exchange off Abson

existing urban area and not within a

Road near Pucklechurch have been

defined settlement so in a location where

refused

development

by

South

Gloucestershire

should

be

strictly

Council.

controlled.

The application was made by Adrian

The applicant had also not demonstrated

Sykes, of Yorkshire-based Skye Property

that very special circumstances apply to

Group.

override the normal presumption against

In turning down the plans, the council

development in the Green Belt.
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Editor’s Comment

Planning for what sort of future?
Last week the Government published a White Paper

may sound reassuring, let’s not forget how much land has

entitled ‘Planning for the Future’ which proposes a

been removed from the Green Belt in our area during the last

radical overhaul of the planning system in order to kick-

12 years at the behest of …. the Government planning

start much-needed house building in the country.

inspector.

It is only a White Paper at this stage and while The Week In

Already, the White Paper has been widely criticised, with the

prioritises local issues over national news, this is a local

Royal Institute of British Architects calling it “shameful” in

issue, and one which should concern many.

one TV interview, and the Labour Party hailing it a

Over the last 12 years, planning applications have been at the

“developers’ charter”. But consider this - Housing Minister

heart of much of the news reported in The Week In. Many

Robert Jenrick launched the paper saying: “Our complex

have been contentious, not all have proceeded as planned,

planning system has been a barrier to building homes people

and many would simply have been concluded without a large

need; it takes seven years to agree a local housing plan and

proportion of the public even being aware were it not for the

five years just to get a spade in the ground.”

local newspaper.

But figures produced by the Local Government Association

ensure we realise the Government’s ambition of building

Since the current planning laws were created just after the

(LGA) show that of the 2.5 million houses granted planning

beautiful homes, which includes the necessary infrastructure

Second World War, the system has always been designed so

permission in the last decade, one million of them have yet

and affordable housing.”

that applications are decided at a local level. While they are

to be built. Planning applications have all but doubled since

This story no doubt will continue to unroll, or perhaps

ultimately considered against a council’s Local Plan,

2013, with 90% of them successful.

unravel, as the Planning for the Future White Paper is

planning applications are open to scrutiny by local

In February this year David Renard, LGA housing

scrutinised in the weeks and months to come. But this

residents. If the role of the local media is to inform and hold

spokesman, issued this defence of the planning system: “The

government has thus far been very keen to decentralise and

to account, then the reporting of planning issues has always

planning system is not a barrier to house building. The

send decision-making powers down to those closest to the

been one of the main reasons for the popularity of The Week

number of homes granted planning permission has far

areas they will affect. Next year, people in this area will vote

In.

outpaced the number of homes being built.

for their second regional mayor as the West of England

What the Planning for the Future consultation proposes is to

“No one can live in a planning permission, or a half-built

Combined Authority continues to assume more responsibility

scrap the planning framework, the Local Plan, which each

house where work on a site has begun but not been

for aspects of our daily life, such as transport and (before

council has to create and replace it with a simpler ‘design

completed. Councils need powers to tackle our housing

government inspectors rejected the Joint Spatial Plan last

code’ for builders to follow. The country is then split into

backlog and step in where a site with planning permission

year) house building plans.

three zones – Growth, Renewal and Protection. In the first

lies dormant and house building has stalled.

The Housing Minister’s claim that the current planning

two, developers would almost automatically receive planning

“If we are to solve our housing shortage, councils need to be

system is a barrier to building more homes clearly does not

permission as long as their build plans meet the new ‘design

able to get building again and resume their role as major

stand up. If that is not the reason for taking planning

code’ criteria. The third ‘Protection’ zone includes the Green

builders of affordable homes. It is also vital that the planning

decisions away from the people who live in and know more

Belt and Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty. While that

process is protected, so that councils and communities can

about the places where they live, then, what is?
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Robert Jenrick
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LETTERS
School’s place in our
history is set in stone
Dear Becky
Local children were taught at Mangotsfield C
of E School from I876 to 1999. For the ensuing
years it was used by South Gloucestershire
Council as a special school, until in 2017, the
buildings were demolished and the land sold to
Cotswold Homes as a housing development
named Richmond Grove.
There was a lot of nostalgia about the school
from ex-pupils, so I approached Cotswold
Homes and asked whether it was possible for
some memory to be erected within the
development. They very willingly co-operated
and a design was chosen and passed to Tom
Whitehead, a local stonemason.

But I was very grateful for this man’s help,

their own way. The experience of a key worker

12,000 homes (in Yate at the moment) but even

particularly as I was out of breath and

on the front line can be very different to that of

if you don’t get one you can join in online. For

struggling with a mask on in humid weather

someone shielding in isolation at home, or

many it will be the first time they’ve been

(although I totally agree with them being

parents juggling working from home with

asked for their feedback on COVID and their

worn).

home schooling. We want to hear from as many

post-COVID hopes. It’s really important that

I would also like to take this opportunity to

people as possible, to learn what’s worked well

councils and the Government listen to and

thank a very kind lady with blonde hair who

and what people would like to do differently as

address everyone’s needs. Please share your

came up to me in my local park in Longwell

we continue to grapple with the virus.

experiences so we can make sure they do.

Green who also helped carry my shopping all

We’re also keen to find out people’s hopes for

You can complete the survey online at

the back to my flat. She said she was torn

the future. Many people are saying they don’t

https://www.southgloslibdems.org.uk/cv19-

between touching my shopping and hoping that

want everything to go back to how it used to

survey

someone would offer the same help to her own

be. This is a chance to rethink and do things

Cllr Claire Young

mother if she was in a similar position.

better.

Leader of the Liberal Democrat Group on

Thank you very much to both of you. It is

We’re already delivering printed copies to

South Gloucestershire Council

really nice to know there are still plenty of
decent, genuine people about.
Name & address supplied

Tom produced a work which consisted of two
children sat on a seat reading a book, which
depicted exactly the education of thousands of
pupils who had attended the school in its 123
years of history.
The figurine has now been placed at a suitable
location within Richmond Grove for all to view
and admire. A socially distanced opening
ceremony will take place within the next few
weeks.
Cllr Michael Bell

Cancelled services
impact tourist economy
Dear Editor
I could use the ‘Eat Out to Help Out’ food
discount in the pubs at Kelston and Swineford
this summer but I can’t because the WECA
Mayor cut the 37 bus and 18.45 is the last 19
bus.
Nor Sunday lunch in Thornbury because he has
taken off the T2. Evenings out in the Cotswolds

Thank you letter to two
kind helpers

Hills are also cancelled from Fishponds or
Downend as the last Y2 bus is the 19.25 from
Bristol bus station.

Dear Sir

The WECA mayoral transport authority needs

I would like to say thank you to the friendly

to think about the tourist economy.

young chap who approached me opposite

David Redgewell

McColl’s on the Kingsway in St George at
about 9.30pm on Tuesday 28th July when I was
carrying my Dad’s shopping to his car. He
asked where I lived and offered to carry my
shopping all the way home.
If I initially appeared wary, it was because I
was in fact scammed in Bell Hill Road in St
George last month by a lady who befriended
me with a similar offer and then simply walked
off with all my shopping.

Tell us your COVID
experiences and hopes
Dear Editor
Local residents are being asked about their
experiences during the COVID pandemic – and
their hopes for the future. Liberal Democrat
councillors have launched the survey, in print
and online.

Anti-social behaviour in
Oldland Common area
Police are investigating
reports
of
anti-social
behaviour with vehicles
including quad bikes and
motorbikes in the Oldland
Common area, particularly
late at night.
The Kingswood neighbourhood beat team say they
would
welcome
any
information
surrounding
specific days, times, locations
or vehicle registrations so
they can target patrols with
the most appropriate resources.
People can report incidents using the crime
reference number 5220132503.
Police have also encouraged people to
contact them about incidents of anti-social
behaviour at the Aitchison Playing Fields
site, home of Oldland Abbotonians. There
have been reports in recent weeks of
youngsters aged 10 to 14 gathering there
with their bikes, climbing on the roof of

the clubhouse and generally being a
nuisance.
The local neighbourhood beat team have
been patrolling the site and say it is
important that if an incident is in progress,
people call to report it on 101 not only for
officers to attend but to show what the
extent of the problem is for resourcing
purposes and understanding the issue as a
whole.

Everyone has experienced this pandemic in
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Fears over increased A4 congestion
Saltford Parish Council says it is seriously concerned that

proposed strategic housing development

a proposed 5,950sq m commercial development on the A4

for the north of the A4 and the further

east of Keynsham “grossly underestimates” the vehicle

development of commercial sites

movements, which would have significant consequences

connecting to this section of the A4.

for the safety of pedestrians and cyclists.

B&NES Council also needs to take into

We reported in last week’s issue that the plans for the site

consideration any effect on the A4 of

next to the Esso filling station between Keynsham and

vehicles rerouting through Saltford to

Saltford had been submitted to Bath & North East Somerset

circumvent the Clear Air Zone charges

Council. The land is allocated for employment use in the

of Bath.”

B&NES Core Strategy.

The parish council says it would be

Saltford parish councillors discussed the application at their

opposed to the removal of the refuge

virtual meeting last week. In objecting to the plans lodged

island on the A4 opposite and the A4

by landowners Places for People Strategic Land, the parish

layby at the front of the site.

council says: “This junction and the increase in traffic that it

“We are concerned at the proposed use

will bring should not be considered in isolation but must be

of heavy goods vehicles using the site and the congestion that

“SEG notes that this is the second attempt by Mactaggart and

considered by B&NES in respect of its effect on the A4 and

they will cause whilst entering and leaving. On considering

Mickel Homes Ltd to attempt to circumvent local plans by

the people that live close to it with the decisions that have

the plans, we are also concerned that the site could become

building c.200 homes at this location, the previous

recently been taken for an additional junction for Hygge Park

a distribution centre for transfer of goods to smaller vehicles

application having correctly been refused by B&NES

and the school, and the new commercial build at Glenavon

so that they could serve Bath and Bristol city centres, thereby

Council followed by an initial appeal by Mactaggart and

Farm.

further increasing vehicle movements.

Mickel Homes Ltd that it subsequently withdrew.”

“Those decisions need to be considered together with the

“We ask B&NES Council that any new development

The group highlights the need for improved transport

between Keynsham and Saltford should be preceded, not

infrastructure before any new development is permitted.

followed, by new transport infrastructure to prevent further

Saltford Parish Council has said it will discuss the housing

congestion and gridlock at peak periods as economic activity

plans at its September meeting.

The stretch of the A4 by the site of the proposed
commercial estate

An artist’s impression of the proposed development

recovers.”
The parish council also said it is concerned that this proposal
would mean the loss of valuable agricultural land.

Withies Green objection
Saltford Environment Group (SEG) says it shares the parish
council’s concerns about the proposed commercial
development, and has also responded this week to plans to
build around 213 homes at Withies Green to the north of the
A4, as we revealed in our last issue.
The land was removed some time ago from the Green Belt
and is ‘safeguarded’ for future residential development.

Sudoku
1-Easy

Split decision over
protected trees
South Gloucestershire Council has refused a request to
fell four protected trees - three silver birch and a rowan
tree - at Wilson Engineering’s site at Legacy House in
Tower Road North, Warmley.
However, a bid to reduce the height of 10 cypress trees
to six metres was approved.
The protection order dates back to 1986.

SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 16th August

2 -Hard

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green
(10.30am-4pm)
Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm)
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)
Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park
(9.30am-4.30pm)
Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH
(10am-4pm)
Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)
Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds
(10am-4pm)
Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway
(11am-5pm)
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B&NES Council declares Ecological Emergency
Bath & North East Somerset Council has declared an
Ecological Emergency in response to the escalating threat
to wildlife and ecosystems.
The declaration recognises the essential role nature plays in
society and the economy and provides a statement of intent
to protect wildlife and habitats, enabling residents to benefit
from a green, nature-rich environment.
It builds on the council’s declaration of a Climate Emergency
in March 2019 and recognises that the two threats, caused by

the over-exploitation of the earth’s resources and poor land
management, are having a devastating impact. Sarah Warren,
Joint Cabinet Member for Climate Emergency, said: “It is a
sobering thought that 15% of the UK’s wildlife is now at risk
of extinction. This is largely a result of a critical decline in
biodiversity: the loss of habitats and the connectivity of
habitats; the decline in pollinators that are crucial to food
supply and a decline in the health and quality of soil. We’re
already making a difference, for example through the

New electric vehicles for
community transport operators
Community transport operators in South Gloucestershire last
week received the keys to their new electric vehicles from
officials at South Gloucestershire Council and the West of
England Combined Authority (WECA).
Representatives from Kingswood Community Transport,
Green Community Travel in Yate and Four Towns and Vale
Link Transport in Thornbury were joined by West of England
Mayor Tim Bowles and South Glos Council’s Cabinet
Member for Transport Cllr Steve Reade for the official
handover.
The three operators each received a brand-new Nissan ENV
WAV (wheelchair-accessible electric people carrier) to use
for their local services, which will help to reduce harmful
emissions, as well as reducing ongoing maintenance costs.
The new EVs form part of a fleet of 15 vehicles being
provided to South Gloucestershire’s community transport
operators this year, bringing the total already supplied to
nine. The council secured £740,000 of funding for the

Crossword

Councillors step up
into leadership roles
The new deputy leader of South Gloucestershire Council
has been named as Ben Stokes, who has represented the
Boyd ward since 2011.
As we reported last week, Cllr Jon Hunt is stepping
down from the role after his successful battle with cancer
and as he looks to start a new career in the public sector.
Ben Stokes

vehicles in 2019, which comes from the West of England
Local Enterprise Partnership through the Local Growth Fund,
administered by WECA. During the pandemic community
transport groups have continued to provide a limited service
for essential shopping, medical appointments and emergency
deliveries of food parcels and medicines. From this month
all the community transport groups are introducing local trips
with reduced numbers.

ACROSS

DOWN

1. Roofing material (6)

1. Irritable (6)

4. Molest (6)

2. Bear the expense (6)

8. Non-stick surface (6) 3. Velcro (anag.) (6)
10. Hamper (6)

5. Hands on hips (6)

11. Poison (5)

6. Fervour (6)

12. Viral skin
disease (6)

7. Fairy (6)

14. Sudden (6)

10. White frost (4)

16. Loose earth (4)
17. Bellow (4)

13. Mountaineer's
spike (5)

19. Sufferings (4)

15. Shaving device (5)

22. Blemish (4)

18. Fairground game (4-2)

26. Citrus fruit (6)

19. Type of wood (6)

27. Strength of
purpose (6)

20. Departure (6)

28. Brute (anag.) (5)

22. Soot (4)

29. Mull over (6)

23. Edible tuber (6)

30. Pill (6)

24. Garment maker (6)

31. Bear witness (6)

25. Heavy mallet (6)

32. Vulgar (6)
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promotion of grassland habitat diversity and additional tree
planting, but there’s much more work to do.”
Since declaring a Climate Emergency last year, the council
has acted to provide leadership to enable Bath and North East
Somerset to meet the challenging target of becoming carbon
neutral within a decade.
Addressing the Climate Emergency shapes everything the
council does and tackling the Ecological Emergency will
now form part of that commitment.

9. Bird's home (4)

Cllr Stokes will serve the role alongside his current
portfolio as Cabinet Member for Adult Social Care &
Public Health.
Alongside being deputy leader, Cllr Hunt has served as
Cabinet Member for Children & Young People. Taking
over that role will be Cllr Sam Bromiley, who was first
elected in 2015 and currently represents the Parkwall &
Warmley ward, as well as serving as the Cabinet assistant
for the council’s Children, Adults & Health Department.
Both councillors will assume their new roles upon Cllr
Hunt’s departure this Friday (14th August).

21. Visionary (4)

Sam Bromiley
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Exploring Cider with Rosie country
Christine Rogers pays a nostalgic visit to Laurie Lee’s Cotswolds
For people of a certain age, Laurie Lee’s
memoir Cider with Rosie was required
reading for GCE exams in the mid-1960s.
So feeling nostalgic, and not wanting to
visit the usual holiday magnets or seaside
towns, we decided to visit Stroud,
Painswick and Slad, the first and last
home of author Laurie Lee.
Cider with Rosie is about a childhood spent
in a Cotswolds Valley nearly 100 years ago
and recounts the rough and tumble that hardy
rural folk endured. The village around which
the story is set is Slad, endearingly brought
to life by Lee’s evocative descriptions of
close-knit village life.
The setting encapsulates many a rural hamlet
during the beginning and middle of the 20th
Century. In the 1960s and 1970s it captured
the imagination of thousands of people all
over the world. In 1976 a film was made of
the book, with Rosemary Leach playing
Annie, Laurie’s beloved mother.

Lee was born in June 1914 and was one of
four children. His mother was Annie and his
father Reginald. Reginald had five other
children by the first Mrs Lee but was
widowed when she died whilst giving birth
to twins, who sadly also died.
The slightly suffocating nature of village life
unfolds in Laurie’s book which begins from

the day the Lee family arrived at their small
cottage at the edge of the village. Lee
attended the village school and in later life
was a frequent visitor to the Woolpack pub
which still stands and has hardly changed
during the intervening years. Laurie Lee is
buried in the church opposite, from which
the outlook across the Slad Valley is
breathtaking.
Although Cider with Rosie is Lee’s most
famous book, he also wrote many poems and
plays, many of which refer to his time in
Europe. In 1935 he left the small village to
seek his destiny in Spain. The Spanish Civil
War provided much ammunition for his
creative juices and for a short time he was a
volunteer in the International Brigades,
fighting for what he saw as freedom from
oppression. Other idealistic young men, for
example George Orwell, also fought in the
war.
Many years later Laurie Lee wrote As I
walked out One Midsummer Morning,
charting his progress when leaving his home
with just violin and haversack in hand and
making his way via Tilbury Docks to Spain.

The Woolpack

which are coiffured and crimped to
perfection. It is said that if a hundredth tree
is planted, it will never grow.
The little town has a couple of small shops
and coffee houses plus a couple of pubs and
was the setting for troubles in the English
Civil War when several skirmishes broke
out. Its little streets and picturesque
Cotswold stone houses are a delight to

behold and very close to the unusually free
car park close to St Mary’s Church.
To round off our day we carried on to Stroud,
a few miles away, and window shopped in
its rather quiet locked-down streets. The
weather, although grey and drizzly, did not
spoil a day I had promised myself since
reading Cider with Rosie at least 50 years
ago.

As well as being a writer Lee was also a
talented artist and musician. It was his
virtuoso performances across the Continent
that provided him with a meagre income,
enough to keep him in food and drink in
foreign lands.
When success arrived for Laurie, he spent
many years to-ing and fro-ing from Slad to
London where he also had a home. He was
an esteemed member of the Chelsea Arts
Club and well-known for his likeable
personality and friendly interest in other
people’s lives.
Lee finally decided to buy a house in Slad
with his young wife Kathy in the early 1960s
and in 1963 his daughter Jessy was born. She
was a great support to her father, especially
in his later years, and it is partly due to her
that Laurie Lee still holds such resonance in
literary circles. Her own book,
telling of her life with her
father and exhibiting his
artworks, which were only
discovered after his death, has
shone more of a light on
Laurie’s complicated nature
and artistic talents.
Painswick is only a few miles
from Slad and is also worth a
visit. Its Norman church is
Slad
famed for its 99 yew trees
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Five-year plan to tackle drugs
problems in South Glos
A plan of action has been drawn up showing how the

an illegal drug reported using drugs most days.

deprivations, and individuals with complex needs such as

council aims to reduce the risks and harms associated

The council says inequalities related to drug use are evident,

homelessness and/or a co-existing mental illness.

with drug misuse in South Gloucestershire over the next

with vulnerable groups being more likely to experience

The council adds: “The pandemic has provided an

five years, in partnership with other organisations.

problems with drugs.

opportunity to consider how we might offer drug services

The council has carried out a comprehensive drugs needs

Risks of drug use were higher among young people who

differently in the future, and the needs assessment

assessment this year to assess the health, wellbeing and

regularly smoke tobacco, as well as those with parents in the

highlighted that a combination of face-to-face, online and

social effects of drug use across all ages with a view to

Armed Forces.

telephone appointments may be beneficial for service

identifying gaps in service provision and to make

In the new drug strategy there will be a particular focus on

users even when COVID-19 restrictions are no longer in

recommendations for changes.

reducing inequalities and targeting groups at higher risk of

place.”

Data from an online pupil survey suggests 9% of young

harm such as people from Black, Asian and minority ethnic

There is a short survey on the council’s website where people

people in secondary school and post-16 education in South

groups, those identifying as LGBTQ+, people with

can give their views on the strategy. The deadline is 28th

Glos have tried an illegal drug; 9% of those who had tried

disabilities,

October.

Plans for fast food
exclusion zones to
be fast-tracked
Proposals to distance fast food vendors from schools in
South Gloucestershire will be put into action following
intervention by the council’s administration.
The introduction of fast food exclusion zones was
originally proposed last month through a motion by
Conservative councillor Roger Avenin, calling for
development and licensing of new fast food outlets to be
restricted within at least 400m of any school in the
district, helping to deter children from the temptation of
junk food. This would be achieved through the council’s
new Local Plan and Council Plan which set out the longterm vision for South Glos over the coming years.
The motion had been due to be debated at the council’s
meeting last month but was deferred as the meeting had
reached its time limit.
But with the need to progress preparation and
consultation for the new Local Plan and Council Plan,
and an evident appreciation for the purpose of the
motion, the Conservatives who run the council declared
their intention to fast-track the proposals.

people

experiencing

socio-economic

New environmentallyfriendly litter bins in
Kingswood town centre
Two new types of litter bins have been introduced in

There are two types - six ‘Big Belly’ bins with 600 to 1,000

Kingswood town centre which South Gloucestershire

litre capacity, and a solar-powered compaction unit which

Council says will help contribute to carbon emissions savings

crushes the waste to make the most of the space. There are

and reduce demand on resources.

also 11 units that house a wheeled bin, also holding more

Previously the litter bins had to be emptied twice a day but

waste than the previous bins.

the new bins, installed as part of the Kingswood

The Cabinet Member for Communities Cllr Rachael Hunt

Improvement Programme and funded through the West of

said: “Carrying out fewer collections will also free up

England Combined Authority’s (WECA) Love our High

resources which can be redirected to where they are needed

Streets initiative, are larger which means collections can be

most, and the new bins are additionally easier to empty,

reduced to just once or twice a week.

requiring less hands-on contact from staff.”

Cllr Rachael Hunt
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Appeal lodged in bid to build homes behind pub
The developers behind a proposal to build nine houses on
land behind the Fleur de Lis pub in Pucklechurch have
lodged an appeal after being refused planning
permission.
The application was refused by South Gloucestershire

Ongoing challenges
of COVID-19
COVID-19 dominated the agenda at the recent South
Gloucestershire Health Scrutiny Committee meeting.
The Bristol, North Somerset & South Gloucestershire
Clinical Commissioning Group outlined the steps it had
taken in response to the Chief Nurse’s call to ensure
enhanced education and training to 270 care homes
across the area, including infection prevention principles,
‘donning and doffing’ of personal protective equipment
(PPE), zoning and shielding, and decontamination and
cleaning.
Committee members also heard that support continues
for people who have been shielding, and that there are
plans in place for anticipating, preventing and isolating
further incidents and outbreaks.
Winter planning work is under way alongside the
presence of COVID-19, with a drive to get as many
people as possible to have flu vaccinations.
Meanwhile South Gloucestershire residents who have
used NHS or social care services during the pandemic
are being asked to share feedback of their experiences.
The
independent
body
Healthwatch
South
Gloucestershire says whether your feedback is positive
or negative, it will help shape the future of services
across the district.
Share your views at https://tinyurl.com/y7x4h6yt

Family Announcements
Bereavements

An impression of how the housing behind the pub would look

Council in February on the grounds of poor design and

The report says that the area behind the pub is currently a

excessive scale, with particular concern that the new

large and untidy expanse of Tarmac, a “hotchpotch of

development would be prominently visible from the

extensions” (which would be demolished), and that the beer

churchyard of nearby Grade I listed Norman church of St

garden is in a state of disrepair.

Thomas a Becket, and would fail to preserve and enhance

The report also says that the proposed parking provision

the Pucklechurch Conservation Area.

would adequately serve the pub given the reduction in

The council also said that insufficient information had been

drinking and eating space through the loss of the extension

provided to assess the impact of reduced parking provision

and garden.

for the Shortwood Road pub.

It also points out that a comparable development can be seen

The appeal to the Secretary of State has been lodged by

at the former service station site around the corner in

applicant the Brislington-based UKS Group Ltd. A statement

Westerleigh Road for which the council granted permission

from their planning consultants argues that the scheme would

in 2009.

enhance the character and appearance of the conservation

A revised planning application was submitted in April to

area, and result in “neutral impact” to the listed church, with

address the reasons for refusal, with amendments including

the only potential harm being the loss of glimpsed views

lowering site levels and ridge heights and removing dormer

from Shortwood Road: “The identified public benefits would

windows on plots that face the church. The council has yet

clearly outweigh this harm.”

to determine that application.

Situations Vacant
Vacancy
to fill?
Advertising in The
Week In is an
effective and low
cost option.
Call Tracy or
Jodie on
0117 986 0381.
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Sudoku Solutions
1-Easy

Crossword Solution

2-Hard

Service Directory
Aerials

Architectural
Services

Blinds

Computers

Carpet Cleaning

Fencing

Garage Doors

Garden Services

Garden Services

Handyman

Appliances

Blinds

Chimney Sweeps
An advert
like this costs

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks
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THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

£21.00
+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks
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Service Directory
Guttering

Locksmiths

Plumbing

Sewing Lessons

Tree Services

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more
Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
Home Help

+ VAT

An advert
like this costs

Painting
& Decorating

per insert

£21.00

Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

+ VAT
per insert

Adverts cost £4.20 per

Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks

centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper

Roofing

each insertion
becomes

Home
Maintenance

1 week - £21
2 weeks - £18.90

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

Waste Disposal

6 wk - £16.80

Plumbing

Rubbish
Clearance

12 wk - £14.70

Cheap and fast

26 wk - £13.65

We load and clear any
household, garden,
garage and shed
clearance
Free estimates
Fully licensed
85% recycled

52 wk - £12.60

Call 0117 9373009
at anytime to book

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM
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4 wk - £17.85

Telephone
Engineers

8 wk - £15.75

All prices per week
exc VAT
You don't have to book
successive weeks.
You can choose
fortnightly, monthly
or specific insertion
dates as long as the
total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.
Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
15
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