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13 months of roadworks as ‘throughabout’ scheme starts
Work begins this weekend on a 13-month scheme costing
almost £6m to convert Wraxall Road roundabout at
Warmley into a fully signal-controlled ‘throughabout’.
It will be the first of its kind in South Gloucestershire, but
the council claims it is similar to other successful models
elsewhere in the country and abroad.
The roundabout on the A4174 Avon Ring Road, also known
locally as Woodstock roundabout, currently experiences
congestion during the busiest hours on weekdays, with
queuing causing delays to both ring road traffic and also
vehicles entering from Tower Lane and Wraxall Road,
including local bus services.
The improvements aim to reduce congestion on all
approaches to the roundabout, and futureproof to 2036, by
which time planned growth in housing and jobs will see
higher levels of traffic. The scheme also aims to reduce the
number of collisions at what is an accident blackspot, as well

as improve air quality.
Works will include widening approaches to the roundabout
to three lanes of traffic; installing new traffic signals on the
approaches and in the throughabout; creating three lanes of
traffic in each direction through the roundabout; and
removing some vegetation on verges to create the extra lanes.
The first road closures are taking place overnight between
Saturday 1st August and Friday 7th August from 8pm to 6am
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13 months of roadworks as ‘throughabout’ scheme starts
Continued from page 1
The cost is being funded by the West of England Combined
Authority (WECA) and Local Enterprise Partnership. South
Gloucestershire Council is doing the work, using specialist
sub-contractors where required. The council says it will

monitor traffic during the construction phase and, if some
areas experience severe difficulties, it will consider
implementing additional measures to help ease congestion.
For the majority of the construction programme cyclists and
pedestrians will be unaffected.

Call for ‘wonky’ roundabout
improvements too
Oldland parish councillors are calling for improvements,
including camber adjustment, lane markings and surface
treatment to be made to the ‘wonky’ roundabout at the
junction of Craven Way and Tower Lane in Warmley as
part of the throughabout scheme.
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Spate of
break-ins
Thieves forced the up-and-over door to enter a garage on
Charlton Road in Keynsham and steal two road bikes on
the night of Monday 20th July.
And a garden shed on Park Road in the town was broken
into at approximately 12.30am on Tuesday 21st July and
a pushbike was stolen.
Police advise that owners take additional precautions to
protect their property if possible as these are the latest in
a recent string of garage and shed burglaries in the area.
If you have any information contact the police on 101 or
Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111.

Keep in touch, let us know what
you think, send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Bath’s clean air plans
not halted by pandemic
Bath’s Clean Air Zone (CAZ) will go
ahead as planned, despite the effects of
COVID-19.
Last week, B&NES Council’s Cabinet
approved a revised plan following a further
promise of Government funding, and
although no firm start date has been agreed,
the Government has made clear it still wants
the CAZ in place by November 2021 at the
latest.
Although lockdown in March saw an
immediate drop in the levels of nitrogen
dioxide (NO2) in central Bath, these have
begun to creep back as restrictions have been
eased. However, during that time, the
Government has also been considering
B&NES’ full business case for the CAZ and
has agreed to provide an additional £15.5m,
taking the total to £23.5m.
The Cabinet members decided to accept the

offer, as well as to clarify a number of
measures over financial support for
businesses and exemptions for community
vehicles. While private motorists will not be
charged to enter the CAZ in Bath, higher
emission taxis, minibuses and vans will have
to pay £9 per day and the charges for noncompliant buses and lorries will be £100.
Council leader Dine Romero said: “Since the
start of lockdown, we’ve been talking to a
wide range of businesses and trade
associations to understand the impact
COVID-19 has had on them, how they see
the road to recovery unfolding for them over
the next six months to a year and how we
might improve our support package, whilst
still achieving our air quality objective.
“As a result of this we’ve amended the terms
of our financial assistance scheme to further
help struggling businesses.”

School security
improvements approved
Plans to carry out alterations at The

there will be internal changes. The council

Meadows Primary School in Bitton to

planners said that the impact of the design

make access arrangements safer in terms

on the village conservation area would be

of safeguarding have been approved by

limited and its character and appearance

South Gloucestershire Council.

would be preserved. The work is being

As well as an entrance porch extension

carried out during the summer holidays.
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Survey finds 67% back Regent
Street pedestrianisation plan
Of the 603 people who took part in a recent
survey, 67% back proposals to pedestrianise
part of Regent Street in Kingswood.
Kingswood is one of 100 towns across the
country competing for a share of the
Government’s £1bn Future High Streets Fund,
and South Gloucestershire Council held a public
engagement survey in May and June to gauge
local reaction to its ambitious proposals for the
town centre, which include pedestrianising the
section of Regent Street between Moravian Road
and Park Road.
This week the council said: “We are pleased to
share the results of the recent public engagement
exercise to develop a ‘Future High Streets Fund’
business case from Kingswood town centre. We
were delighted to receive more than 600
responses to the public engagement which ran
from 7th May to 7th June with 67% of
respondents supporting the principle of
pedestrianisation in the area.”
The council says the support is welcomed at a
time where residents have been dependent on safe
access to their local community for their day-today needs following the easing of lockdown restrictions.
At the heart of the proposed business case for the wider
project is a request for funding to fully restore the Grade I
listed Whitfield Tabernacle and turn it into a community
space with a variety of possible uses, including a space for
performances and a cultural cinema; to acquire property in
the town centre and pedestrianise Regent Street.
Some local businesses who took part in the survey though
fear it is going to be difficult enough to come round from
COVID-19 without stopping cars driving past. 24% of
businesses who responded are worried that pedestrianisation
would cause a negative impact by reducing footfall, while
7% were concerned about deliveries to businesses.
The survey found that business owners and local councillors
are most likely to be against pedestrianisation (32% and 40%
respectively). However, the council’s research and
consultation team point out this is still less than half and:
“Small samples like these groups are easily swayed by a few
individuals.”
People living very close to the high street are most likely to
be strongly against pedestrianisation. The council’s team say
that addressing concerns around increase in traffic for the
surrounding area may help persuade the minority in
opposition.
If pedestrianised, eastbound-traffic would need to be diverted
and the council asked people which option they’d prefer either diverting vehicles north via Kimberley Road, Gilbert
Road and Park Road, or south via Blackhorse Road and Cecil
Road. Overall the survey found no preference on traffic
diversion route.
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It also asked which would be people’s preferred option for
the bus route – either through the pedestrianised part of
Regent Street, or diverted south through Moravian Road,
with a priority bus lane along Cecil Road. There was a slight
preference for buses to be diverted.
The survey found that people feel the high street has been
“left behind with lots to fix”. More options for socialising
and shopping are the main requests from those who
responded, and a performance arts venue and cinema are seen
as the most important additions. There is also strong demand
for affordable accommodation by a wide range of
respondents.
The council says it will provide the engagement report as part
of the feedback to Government and as part of the business
case, and is delighted that the key proposals are backed by
residents, which will help to strengthen the case for
additional funding.
It adds: “There are a number of challenges that need to be
resolved in developing the design, if the funding bid is
successful, and we are committed to working through the
comments of individual businesses and residents to address
some of the specific issues raised such as access for loading
and deliveries, and the junction improvements that would be
required to mitigate for the diversion of eastbound traffic.
There will be further public consultation alongside the
development of a comprehensive masterplan for the town
centre.”
You can read the full results of the engagement survey at
www.southglos.gov.uk//documents/May-to-June-2020Engagement-Report.pdf

This week MP Chris Skidmore, who has been campaigning
for improvements and investment into Kingswood town
centre, along with pushing for the full restoration of the
Whitfield Tabernacle, said: “I am delighted to see there is
continuing momentum to regenerate our local area.”
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New adventure golf course tees off
A fun new attraction for all the family has just opened at
Stockwood Vale Golf Club, just a mile from Keynsham.
Last Friday saw the opening of the 18-hole outdoor Congo
Falls Adventure Golf course, which has been under
construction since last year.
The course comprises three large waterfalls, fast-flowing
streams, two lagoons, an island, an enormous cave, pontoon
bridge, wobbly bridge and other bridges, plus a raft
transporting players onto an island, swaying palm trees and
many dangerous-looking reptiles!
At the same time, the clubhouse has been extended and a
300sq m patio built, where customers can enjoy a drink or
an ice cream and enjoy the wonderful views.
Stockwood Vale Golf Club owner Michael Ramsay said:
“There is absolutely nothing like this in the South West of
England and we hope that customers will be wowed by the
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beautifully designed adventure golf holes set amongst
crashing waterfalls and gushing streams.
“Indeed, on some of the holes players can play their balls into
the fast-flowing streams which secretly transport their golf
balls onto the fairway. The course and its wonderful
surroundings really are an adventure.
“Adventure golf is built to be fun for all ages - from children
to adults through to senior citizens. The adventure golf course
has wheelchair paths all around it so it can cater for both the
disabled and parents with child buggies. Players are loaned
sanitised special putters and floating golf balls for their
round.”
To ensure social distancing and to keep everyone safe,
players must book online via the Congo Falls Adventure Golf
website. Customers are advised that they must not turn up
without having firstly booked a start time online. For

COVID-19 safety reasons and to prevent a crowd, anyone
arriving without a reserved start time will be unable to play
and asked to leave. Start times are every five minutes and
limited to a maximum of four people, or five if they are all
from the same household.
In addition to ensure safety, hand sanitiser stations have been
positioned around the adventure golf course and clubhouse
for customer use. Only contactless payment is accepted for
buying drinks and ice creams before or after a round.
Book online at https://www.congofalls.co.uk/
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LETTERS
Who remembers this event
with DJ Peter Powell?
Dear Becky
Kingswood Heritage Museum would like to
find out more about an event which we think

yourself, but those around you.
Cllrs Steve Reade & Ben Stokes
Boyd Valley, South Gloucestershire
Council

‘Cheek’ of developers who
are pushing for more
Dear Stephen
The developers Hawkfield Homes, who were
fortunate enough to secure planning permission

With the closure to traffic access to the High
Street I am now unable to visit these
establishments as I would have a problem
walking from Ashton Way car park. BANES
Council have been wanting to close Keynsham
High Street to traffic for quite some time and

took place in the area in the 1980s featuring the

Building a special home

DJ Peter Powell and ‘the Wow Squad’.

Dear Editor

police station by the decision of just the

Do you know when the event took place, and

My husband Martin and I are looking to

chairman of the B&NES Planning Committee

what WOW stands for? Were you there? Are

purchase land in the Hanham or Longwell

in May, are now seeking to revise and enlarge

you featured in the photographs?

Green area to build a family home that would

the design of the rear six houses.

also be suitable for supported living for our son

Plans have been submitted for these houses

Stephen in the future.

which were already described by B&NES

Stephen, aged 33, has an autism condition and

Conservation Department as “huge rear houses

severe learning difficulties. He is unable to

which look cramped ...” to be even larger, and

access the short-break facilities in South

also to be built even closer to the boundary

Gloucestershire as he was too anxious when he

with Dragons Hill Court.

went for a trial visit. It was decided that for us

The 19 large mature trees on or very close to

Concern over telecoms
column on footpath

to have a break, carers would support him in

the boundary will be at even greater risk. There

Dear The Week In

If you can tell the museum about the event

our family home.

also remains the issue of these houses

I am sure that local residents are totally

please email kingswoodmuseum@gmail. com

Although this is working in the short term to

overlooking the private gardens of Dragons

unaware of an unsightly and potentially

or call 0117 9605664.

provide us with a break, it does not help him in

Hill Court which is to be made worse as bi-fold

dangerous development.

Richard Hartill

the long term. We would like to continue to

glass doors, the width of the entire ground floor

Looking at the local planning notices on

Kingswood Heritage Museum

provide support for Stephen with the

of the houses, are proposed!

Bristol.gov.uk on Friday evening, I was

knowledge that our home is suitable for his

I am amazed at the cheek of these developers

appalled to read application No 20/03137/Y,

long-term needs. In order to do this, we would

who, due to the pandemic, got planning

the proposed development of a 20m high

like to build a property that looks like a family

permission without proper discussion by the

telecoms column with ground base equipment/

home which incorporates three en-suite

Planning Committee and who are now seeking

cabinets on the busy public footpath on

bedrooms and a shared communal area.

to substantially change the size, design and

Stockwood Lane, Stockwood, BS14 8SY.

Stephen would have one bedroom; we would

layout of the houses!

The proposed telecoms column and ground

have another and the third would be used to

I still hope that democracy may prevail and that

base cabinets/ancillary development will not

provide short breaks for adults with additional

the changed plans will be properly considered

only greatly reduce the pavement width, it

needs.

by the Planning Committee.

could potentially endanger pedestrians, this

Martin and I are registered as short-break

Hazel Powe, Keynsham

includes local schoolchildren and many OAPs.

Welcome news that key
bus service will resume
Dear Editor
As the local councillors for the Boyd Valley
ward, and the many communities within, we
are delighted that the Number 35 bus to
Kingswood and Bristol is set to resume
operation on Monday 3rd August.
It is an important link from the parish to the
larger community hubs in the area andwe are
glad to see that connection reinstated.
The other key service to our local communities,
the 620 to Yate and Bath, has run to virtually a
normal timetable through the pandemic and we
want to thank the operator and bus drivers for
all their work in keeping the wheels turning.
In line with the announcement from the Prime
Minister, we would encourage residents to use
the buses to ensure services remain viable and
are not lost altogether, but please do remember
to wear a face mask, not just to protect
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to build nine houses on the former Keynsham

carers with Shared Lives. Over time Stephen
would get used to sharing the house with

now they are using COVID-19 as an excuse to
do just that. Do they have no compassion for
the retired, elderly and infirm?
What with the charges for TV licences about to
be introduced and now lack of parking in our
nearest town, it's just another kick in the teeth
to the elderly.
M E Phillips, Saltford

The development will force pedestrians out
towards an extremely busy main road.

with additional needs who need support.

High Street closure
impacts elderly and
disabled

If any of your readers have a plot of land in the

Dear Editor

hazard.

Hanham or Longwell Green area (or know

I am an elderly, disabled lady with a Blue

The telecoms column would not only be a local

someone who does) that may be suitable please

Badge. I rely on my car to get me from A to B.

eyesore at 20m in height, but out of character

could you contact us to discuss in more detail

There are two disabled parking spaces in

and not appropriate for the local residential

the possibility of selling it.

Keynsham High Street that enable me to park

area, where the tallest building is only two

Liz Gray 01173 827284

my car and to visit my bank, building society,

storeys high.

Lizgray4@hotmail.co.uk

the Post Office and Lloyds Pharmacy.

Alan

others. When we are not around Stephen would
continue to live in the home with two adults

The column is to be erected outside the
Concorde public house and local garage. This
will be a clear and unnecessary safety risk/
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How community project has been
helping hundreds during health crisis
The Cadbury Heath-based Juice Community Project has
so far dealt with more than 2,300 calls for help during the
COVID-19 crisis and says demand for help and assistance
is still rising.
Juice had to suspend a number of services to comply with
the official guidance to contain the spread of the virus. Some
were changed to a telephone service whilst others had to be
adapted to be online. Juice has also widened its area to
include surrounding postcodes to meet demand.
In a report shared with Oldland parish councillors last week,
the project’s director Janice Suffolk said the number of
contacts that her team managed to record from April to the
end of June totalled more than 2,300, including direct calls
or visits and online.
She said Juice has been handing out emergency food parcels,
meals, advice and support and companionship for those in
the community who are isolated.
“The need for emergency food to all sections of the
community has continued to rise during the crisis from 36
during the first week to 124 in the last week of June, although
during May it peaked at 142.
“We feel that the full economic impact of the crisis has not
yet been reached and that the need for emergency food and
other support will rise even further in the coming months.”
Juice has worked in partnership with a number of local
organisations, groups and agencies to ensure there is no
duplication of effort and to provide the most comprehensive
service possible. These have included the BS30 Facebook
group, Avon & Somerset Police, Cadbury Heath Health
Centre, and a team of volunteers, both old and new.
Among the new services Juice has introduced is a community
store for those who are struggling, and there are normally a
number of items such as milk, juices, eggs and assorted other
groceries which can be collected free from outside the offices

in Newton Road.
For those isolating or shielding, there is help on hand such
as shopping, collecting medication and prescriptions, posting
mail and paying bills, and making telephone calls and online
applications.
Janice said: “Twice a week we contact approximately 20
vulnerable residents who are isolating or shielding to check
how they are and if they require any shopping or support.
This also provides a vital link for these people some of whom
do not have relatives to assist and who may just need to talk
to a friendly voice. For some of these residents it’s the only
direct contact they have had with the outside world each
week.”
Juice is investigating how it can continue interaction with
people within the community who are isolated and lonely
and may also be suffering with health and wellbeing issues,
to ensure they are adequately supported in the future.
Janice said some residents who have been isolating or
shielding are worried about resuming their normal activities
and adjusting to the changing environment so Juice is starting
a number of new activities to help them, including going out
for a walk with a volunteer, socially distanced and numberrestricted coffee mornings, and accompanied shopping trips.
She added: “The current ongoing changes to government
guidance are proving confusing and worrying to those people
who have been isolating, some since March, and we will be
assisting them to resume activities as they feel capable and
government recommendations change.”
She said that as lockdown has been easing and people have
been returning to work, the input from some groups and
volunteers has been decreasing but she feels that if a local
lockdown is introduced in the future Juice will be able to
readily adjust its operations to handle the situation.
Meanwhile Juice’s usual Fit and Fed school holiday service

Sudoku
1-Easy

Janice Suffolk

has been replaced with a packed lunch and activity pack. And
at the request of the local police, who recently saw a rise in
anti-social behaviour in the area, Juice has recently resumed
its street work with young people.

Avon Mill
Lane closure
From 16th August Avon Mill Lane in Keynsham will be
closed to vehicles and pedestrians from its junction with
Vandyck Avenue to the junction with Bath Hill for a
maximum of three days due to sewer works by Wessex
Water.
There will be diversion signs in place.

SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 2nd August

2 -Hard

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green
(10.30am-4pm)
Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm)
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)
Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park
(9.30am-4.30pm)
Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH
(10am-4pm)
Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)
Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds
(10am-4pm)
Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway
(11am-5pm)
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Loss-making school
bus service is axed
Stagecoach’s 432 bus service, which took pupils from
Longwell Green, North Common, Oldland Common and
Willsbridge to Wellsway School and IKB Academy in
Keynsham, has been axed.
Parents have been told in a letter from Wellsway Multi
Academy Trust’s director of education Gary Shlick that the
service, which ran on school days from The Crown in
Longwell Green to the Keynsham campus, will not resume
when the new term begins in September.
He said: “We have spoken to Stagecoach, who operate the
service, and it is clear the route has been making a significant
loss for some time. We have expressed our concerns
regarding this decision and have asked Stagecoach to
reconsider. However, there is no likelihood this service will
be resumed. This is not a statutory service and it is not
possible for the school to find the significant amount of
money required to subsidise this transport.”
This week James O’Neill, commercial manager at
Stagecoach West, told The Week In: “Since acquiring the 432
service to and from Wellsway School in 2018, we have been
running the service on a fully commercial basis, which means
that it relies solely on ticket sales to cover the costs of
operation.
“Unfortunately, during this period, we have seen passenger
numbers and revenue decline, which has led to the service
losing a significant sum of money each day. This issue predates COVID-19, which we suspect would have further
impacted revenue.
“At Stagecoach we do our very best to operate a

Crossword

comprehensive local bus network, balancing ticket income
against expenditure.
“Unfortunately, we cannot continue to operate services that
generate substantial annual loss as this would ultimately
impact our ability to provide services elsewhere.
“We have alerted both the local authority and the school to
our decision and the financial pressures that have led to it.
Unfortunately, neither are in a position to offer support to
retain the bus which means we will be unable to restart the
service in September for the new academic year.”

The Rev Steve Dyson is joining the Kingswood and
Hanham Team Ministry as an associate vicar.
He has been a vicar in Biddulph in Staffordshire for the
last four years.
Rev Dyson trained for ordination at Trinity College in
Bristol and worked in a group of five parishes just
outside Exeter. Before he was ordained, he worked in
mental health as a community-based support worker, and
prior to that spent a year as a youth worker in Swaziland.
He is married to Eley, a peripatetic music teacher and
singer, and they have three daughters.
He said: “What attracted me to the role was the remit to
‘be creative and take risks’ in seeking to help the
churches in engaging with their communities and in
particular young people and families.”

Woman, 85, dies
after collision
Police say an 85-year-old Bristol woman died in hospital
on Saturday (25th July) following a collision the
previous weekend on the B4456 Westerleigh Road.
She was a passenger in a vehicle involved in a collision
with another car at just after 1.30pm on 18th July. One
of the cars was then involved in a minor collision with a
third car. If you saw what happened and haven’t yet
spoken with the police, call 101 and give the call handler
the reference number 5220159711.

ACROSS

DOWN

1. Unmarried
woman (8)

1. Cries (4)

5. Moist (4)
9. Entreat (7)
10. Rental agreement
(5)
11. Request (3)
12. Car fuel (6)
15. Astray (5)
17. Ringer (4)
19. Military display (6)
22. Weapon (6)
24. Concern (4)
26. Concise (5)
27. Meat pin (6)
30. Glacial (3)
32. Relating to the
eye (5)
33. Listless (7)
34. Require (4)
35. About to happen (8)
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New vicar in
East Bristol

2. Progeny (5)
3. Guide (5)
4. Breathe out (6)
6. Astonishing (7)
7. Game bird (8)
8. Chemical compound (6)
13. Songbird (3)
14. Wind instrument (4)
16. Obstinate (8)
18. Escapade (4)
20. Prickly weed (7)
21. Place of business (6)
23. Uncooked (3)

Get on course
for success
South Gloucestershire Community Learning and Skills
Service is offering a new range of courses starting in
September 2020.
The courses are free for adults aged 19+ with few or no
qualifications.
Registration for new courses starts in August and you
can call 01454 864613 to register.
You can find details at www.southglos.gov.uk/
communitylearning; hard copies will be available in
libraries and other community venues shortly. You can
also find the Community Learning team at
www.facebook.com/sgloslearning

25. Sanctuary (6)
28. Boredom (5)
29. Evade (5)
31. Mine entrance (4)

Keep in touch, let us know what
you think, send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Residents living near playing fields
lodge formal complaint against council
A formal complaint has been lodged with South
Gloucestershire Council over its handling of a range of
issues relating to playing fields in Longwell Green.
The complaint comes from 16 households in Palmdale Close,
who are near neighbours of the site behind Longwell Green
Community Centre, home to Longwell Green Sports FC. Ten
of them share a boundary with the site at Shellards Road,
which is a designated local green space.
A planning application was lodged with the council in April
by Longwell Green Community Association for a 3G
artificial grass pitch, along with spectator stands, 4.5m high
fencing and gates, replacement floodlights and acoustic
mounds. The application says the 3G pitch would replace a
grass football pitch and enable increased sporting provision
and facilities for Longwell Green Sports players of all ages,
as well as local community sports clubs and visiting groups.
As we reported in Issue 633, concerns voiced by objectors
include the erosion of public open space, back-to-back
bookings on the pitch, noise, more traffic and parking
problems, light pollution and flood risk. However, the
council has also received many comments of support.
In their letter, the Palmdale Close residents say their
complaint relates to issues that have occurred prior to the
current planning application being submitted, but they may
submit a further formal complaint regarding the plans in due
course.
Firstly, they say that the council, as owner of the site, should
have consulted near neighbours and local users on the
proposed changes to help it make an informed decision about
whether to grant landlord’s permission. The residents say a

An artificial pitch is proposed

“clear precedent” for doing so was set at Greenbank Road
playing fields in Hanham, which is home to AEK-BOCO FC.
In 2018 the council carried out a public consultation into
potential changes at Greenbank Road, including
floodlighting.
The residents say the fact that the council hasn’t undertaken
a similar exercise at Longwell Green “amounts to both unfair
and unequal treatment of local residents and local users of
the Shellards Road site”.
Secondly the council is accused of failing to enforce planning
law on the Longwell Green site as the leaseholder has done
work without consent. This includes putting up 1.8 metre
high perimeter fencing around the west half, restricting use
of the site to other users; erecting permanent advertising
boards along the east side of the western pitch; and planting
a Leylandii hedge between the western and eastern pitches.
The residents say the council also failed to enforce a precommencement condition for a landscaping plan to be agreed
as part of a floodlighting scheme in 2007.
Thirdly, they say the council failed to publish and make
available a final ‘Playing Pitches Strategy and Action Plan’:
“This document is still only published in draft form, dated
January 2018. For the Shellards Road site, under the heading
of ‘recommended actions’, the report states: ‘Continue to
maintain pitches to the required standard to sustain quality.
Explore feasibility of developing a 3G pitch onsite in order
to reduce area shortfalls.’
“The presence of this report therefore strongly indicates that
South Gloucestershire Council have been involved behind
the scenes in the development proposals for a 3G pitch on
the site yet have not been transparent
about this. South Gloucestershire
Council quite clearly had the opportunity
to consult with local residents and users
at feasibility stage in excess of two years
ago (and prior to any plans being
developed) yet have failed to do so.
There has been no transparency with
regard to, or publishing of, any
feasibility work undertaken.”
Their final point relates to the council
allowing
the
current
planning
application to be registered during
lockdown, which “could be construed as
a clear attempt to allow the scheme
through under the radar without
receiving the proper scrutiny that it
requires”.
They continue: “This approach has left
members of the local community who do
not have internet access no opportunity
to view the drawn proposals and
comment on them, and places them at a
considerable disadvantage. This is
particularly relevant given the

application concerns works to a community playing field.”
Since lodging their complaint, the residents have told The
Week In that they have tracked down a document from
December 2018 called the ‘South Gloucestershire Local
Football Facility Plan’, which was prepared with the support
of the council. In it the Shellards Road site is earmarked as
a priority for 3G football, which the residents say clearly
adds weight to their complaint.
They also told us that because of the pandemic, they have
not gone door to door canvassing opinion and support, but
are confident they would have attracted many more
signatories. They stress that they are not anti-football but that
because the site is extremely well used by the community as
recreational space, the council should take into account all
users.
They say that upgrades to the site to improve drainage if
possible would be welcome and avoid any need to put it
“behind lock and key”.
We have asked the council to respond to the issues raised.

Bitton villagers
to mark VJ Day
To mark the 75th anniversary of VJ Day on Saturday
15th August, prayers will be said at the war memorial in
St Mary’s churchyard in Bitton and a wreath will be laid
by the Bitton & Oldland branch of the Royal British
Legion.
Mick Perkins from Oldland Brass will play the Last Post
and Reveille.
Anyone who wishes to attend is to arrive at 10.50am and
follow the directions of marshals who will invite people
to stand in a circle 10 metres from the memorial and two
metres apart.
Patrick Connolly
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New fencing
Police stop suspected
improves security unlicensed raves
at allotment site
Security has been improved at the

Gloucestershire

allotments next to the old Warmley Golf

and Sam Bromiley from their member

Course site following last month’s arson

awarded funding. It was installed last

attack.

week.

The allotment site is managed by Oldland

Wildlife was lost in the fire which destroyed

Parish Council which jointly funded the cost

two sheds, damaged crops and left allotment

of

holders very upset.

new

fencing

with

local

South

councillors

Elizabeth

Brislington pharmacy
one of several that chain
is planning to close
The LloydsPharmacy chain is said to be
planning to close a number of local branches.
Writing on their Facebook page last week,

Police successfully prevented suspected

police vehicle.

unlicensed music events from taking

Chief Superintendent Will White said: “A

place in Bristol and at Pensford on

lot of work goes on behind the scenes by

Saturday.

officers and staff to learn about planned

The previous weekend up to 3,000 people

unauthorised events. But despite the

attended an illegal rave at the old

incredible efforts of colleagues, we’re

RAF Charmy Down airfield north of

also hugely indebted to the public who

Bath.

inform us of alerts they receive about

Officers attended the Avon Meads area of

unlicensed music events taking place.

Bristol at about 6.15pm on Saturday after

“The most effective way for us to police

sound equipment and safety barriers were

events like this is to prevent them before

seen being set up. A generator was seized

they get under way – and that’s where the

by officers and the area cleared.

public can help us by calling 101 and

Police also received a report shortly after

alerting us to anything suspicious they

midnight on Saturday that a site in the

come across or information they see on

Pensford area was being targeted for a

social media.

possible unauthorised event. The first

“An abnormally large number of vehicles

officers on the scene at 12.30am saw a

in a rural area or loud speakers being

number of cars parked in the area.

unloaded are the sort of red flags that

Officers spoke to the small number of

could suggest an unauthorised music

people there and roads in the Birchwood

event is due to take place.”

Lane area were shut to prevent more cars

He added: “We’re not here to stop people

and taxis from accessing the site.

enjoying themselves. We just want to

People began vacating the area and

make sure everybody is safe because there

officers remained at the scene for several

are too many examples of where people

hours to make sure no event occurred. A

have come to harm at such events,

24-year-old

on

notwithstanding the current restrictions in

suspicion of possession of a class A drug,

place around COVID-19 that are designed

obstructing police and interfering with a

to halt the spread of the virus.”

man

was

arrested

South Glos Active
Lifestyle Centres
reopen their doors
South Gloucestershire’s Active Lifestyle

The Trust is operating strict limits on

Brislington Liberal Democrats said they had

“These decisions need to be made because

Centres opened their doors to customers

numbers within centres, introducing

been told that the Sandy Park Road branch

of changing market dynamics and increasing

on Monday following a four-month

enhanced cleaning regimes and sanitising

is among the stores that LloydsPharmacy

financial pressures including the impact of

period of lockdown.

stations.

will close around the area in October or

COVID-19, business rates and changes to

The

Green,

The introduction of a new online booking

November this year.

pharmacy funding.

Kingswood, Yate, Thornbury and Bradley

system and app enable customers to plan

This week a spokesperson for US company

“We are proposing to close a small number

Stoke are reopening in stages. The

ahead and pre-book all activities, classes

McKesson, which owns LloydsPharmacy

of community pharmacies across the UK that

Circadian Trust, which runs them, has

and sessions to ensure that safe social

and has already closed dozens of unviable

are no longer commercially viable for us to

been working to ensure COVID-19 secure

distancing can be observed.

stores across the country, confirmed that

operate. We are currently consulting with the

measures are in place and will continue to

The trust says a phased approach will also

there would be some more closures across

impacted colleagues about those changes

do so. These measures include spacing

allow it to test demand and assess service

the UK but would not reveal which branches

and we always prioritise their care through

gym equipment further apart, reducing

viability. These phases are also subject to

in our area would be affected.

any change.

studio-based class sizes and moving more

any further Government instruction. For

They said: “Good business practice requires

“Where there are closures, our aim will be to

popular classes to their sports halls to

full information about visiting the Active

us to regularly review our estate and make

retain and redeploy as many of our talented

increase capacity whilst adhering to social

Lifestyle centres visit www.activecentres.

appropriate commercial decisions including

colleagues as possible to other vacancies that

distancing recommendations.

org

buying and selling pharmacies.

exist.”

12

centres

in

Longwell

The Week in • Wednesday 29th July 2020

Have your say on
proposed zebra crossing
Barley Close

Schools to trial
timed street closures
has

restriction on motorised traffic at school

introduce

drop-off and pick-up times. The restriction

experimental traffic orders banning

applies to both school traffic and through

vehicles from roads outside three schools

traffic.

at drop-off and pick-up times.

congestion, improves air quality and

The ’School Street’ trial involves King’s Oak

encourages active travel to school and

Academy in Brook Road in Kingswood,

healthier lifestyles for families. Residents

Barley Close Community Primary in

will be asked to avoid entering and leaving

Mangotsfield, and Abbotswood Primary in

during the closures. Access for emergency

Kelston Close in Yate. Signing and

vehicles will be maintained by school staff.

retractable permanent bollards will be

The roads will become ‘pedestrian and

installed at the closure point to the zones.

cycle’ zones under Experimental Traffic

The council says: “The lockdown response

Orders (ETOs) and a decision will then be

to the COVID-19 pandemic has led to people

made on whether to introduce the schemes

using vehicles less and taking daily exercise

permanently. The scheme would ban traffic

more and we have a unique opportunity to

between 1st September and 31st July at

‘lock in’ the benefits of active travel, reduced

Barley Close from 8.30am to 9.20am and

air pollution and reduced carbon emissions.

2.30pm to 3.30pm, Monday to Friday; at

Traffic was at the same level as it was in the

King’s Oak from 8.25am to 8.50am and 3pm

1950s but is increasing daily and cycling in

to 3.30pm; and at Abbotswood from 8.30am

some locations is double pre-COVID-19

to 9am and 2.45pm to 3.30pm.

levels.”

To have your say on the proposals look

To further maintain social distancing and

under ‘Consultations’ on the council’s

continue to encourage safe access to and

website. If you do not have access to the

from schools, the council says it intends to

internet but want to take part call 01454

introduce experimental part-time ‘School

864673.

Street’ road closures with a view to

Following the initial consultation, it is

permanently implement such measures in

anticipated that the proposed experimental

future.

schemes will come into force in early

A ‘School Street’ is a road with a temporary

September.

South

Gloucestershire

announced

plans

Council
to

The

scheme

reduces

A consultation has been launched by

Belisha beacons are proposed on each

South Gloucestershire Council which is

side of the crossing.

planning to install a zebra crossing on a

The move follows a campaign to improve

speed table on Lower Hanham Road,

safety on the road dating back to 2015.

south of the junction with Mount Hill

Funding has now become available.

Road.

10th August is the deadline for people to

The speed table is part of a scheme which

have

includes high friction surfacing on the

‘Consultations’ on the council’s website

approach to the crossing to improve

and if you don’t have internet access call

stopping for vehicles heading downhill.

01454 868004.

their

say.

Search

under

traffic

Lower Hanham Road

Situations Vacant

Vacancy
to fill?
Advertising in The
Week In is an
effective and low
cost option.
Call Tracy or
Jodie on
Brook Road
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Plans for cricket
pavilion are
approved
Plans for a new cricket pavilion which

the design for the pavilion, say it will be

will bring more sports provision to Lyde

a key landmark building. It will be built

Green have been approved by South

to the north east, behind the new

Gloucestershire Council.

secondary school site and near Lyde

The principle of a pavilion and pitches

Green Common.

was established when outline planning

The pavilion will be a mixture of timber

permission was granted in the original

cladding and grey bricks and will be

masterplan for up to 2,550 homes at

built to achieve high levels of energy

Lyde Green.

efficiency. It will have a 30-space car

Oxford Architects, who have drawn up

park.

School wins permission for
sixth-form block facelift
B&NES Council has granted planning
permission to Wellsway School in Keynsham
for a major facelift of its sixth-form centre.
The plans include replacing windows,
installing a new door and sign, removing the
old timber cladding and adding insulated
render panels, along with a full clean of the
stonework and replacing lead flashing.
The school had said that the dated, poor

Temporary path closure
The footpath that runs alongside the railway
track and river past Saltford Rowing Club
towards Bath will be closed for Network

Sudoku Solutions
1-Easy

appearance of the block is putting pupils
off staying on at the school at sixth-form
level. The school has also been successful in
a separate planning application for the
reception building at its Chandag Road
campus. It has been granted permission for
alterations to include a new separate dedicated
entrance area with new double doors along
with a ramped access.

Rail remedial embankment works for
around four-and-a-half months, starting on
Monday 3rd August.

Crossword Solution

2-Hard

Service Directory
Aerials

Appliances

Architectural
Services

Blinds

Blinds

Carpet Cleaning

DEADLINE FOR PLACING DIRECTORY ADVERTS IS FRIDAY 4.30PM
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Service Directory
Chimney Sweeps

Garden Services

Home Help

Computers

Painting
& Decorating

Plumbing

Tree Services

Wanted

Plumbing
Home
Maintenance
Roofing

BOOKS, paper ephemera,
postcards, football programmes,
records, toys etc.
Best prices paid. Phone Rick on
01761 232936

Waste Disposal

Rubbish
Clearance
Cheap and fast

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Telephone
Engineers

Foot Health

We load and clear any
household, garden,
garage and shed
clearance
Free estimates
Fully licensed
85% recycled

Call 0117 9373009
at anytime to book

Guttering

Tree Services

Garage Doors

Handyman

Locksmiths
An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks
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