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A new way of High Street shopping
Come on down, Keynsham High Street is open for
business.
That was the message to people not yet ready to return to
shopping in Keynsham at the end of the first week of parttime pedestrianisation.
There was a relaxed and calm atmosphere on the first
Saturday morning since the town centre was closed to
vehicles from 9am to 6pm. Shoppers were using the whole
of the road width to social distance, cafés like Grounded had
tables on the pavement, and local singer-songwriter Louisa
Maria Baker provided musical entertainment.
After only a few days of operation, it is too early to gauge
what effect it is having on shopkeepers’ takings, although one
did claim they were more than 25% up on the corresponding
week in 2019. Others expressed their support for the
temporary move while social media comments have included

Also in this
week’s issue

both strong advocates and passionate dissenters. Unlike when
the deeply unpopular one-way system was imposed on the
town, there have so far been no reports of traffic congestion,
although the temporary bus stop in Ashton Way is obviously
halting Bath-bound traffic while it is in use. This may be
down to lower traffic volumes generally in the area.
Although some of the social media opposition has a hint of
party-political rhetoric, the two Keynsham councillors who
first proposed the temporary closure, Andy Wait and Hal
MacFie, are keen that people do not lose focus on the reasons
why the scheme was introduced. A survey published last
week by ChannelAdvisor reported 60% of respondents are
yet to visit a store since non-essential retailers have been
allowed to open. And for over half of those, concerns over
crowds and potential infection were the main reason.
Retailers on Keynsham High Street were already struggling
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with a downturn in business before lockdown – many
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A new way of High Street shopping
After only one week, it is clear that more work needs to be
done to make a pedestrianised High Street even more
attractive. There was some surprise when the decision was
made to ban traffic during the day that cyclists were still
permitted to travel both ways. There is clearly confusion over
whether the one-way cycle track is now two-way and
concern that simply mixing cyclists and pedestrians is an
accident waiting to happen. Some have suggested that
requiring cyclists to dismount for the length of the High
Street would be a simple fix.
But last Saturday morning gave some indication that
shopping on Keynsham High Street can be safe, socially
distanced, and enjoyable.

Have your say
And B&NES Council is now inviting residents to give their
views on the temporary changes to Keynsham High Street.
A special website has been established to monitor reaction
to the daytime pedestrianisation which was introduced last
Monday (13th July) along with other traffic restrictions
imposed in central Bath to allow pedestrians space for social
distancing.
Neil Butters, who is Joint Cabinet Member for Transport on
B&NES Council, said: It’s really important we hear what
people think of the changes that have been made. Have they
been effective? Do they make you feel safer? Have they
improved your experience of visiting our High Streets?

Louisa Maria Baker will be performing again this weekend

“As we recover from the impacts of COVID-19, we have a
once-in-a-generation chance to develop long-term
sustainable changes to the way we travel. By letting us know
your views on the temporary measures we’ve introduced,

you’ll help to inform our future plans aimed at solving traffic
and environmental problems.”
Feedback can be submitted via the Space to Move website
at www.sustrans.org.uk/spacetomove
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Developer loses appeal to
build riverside homes

The developer who went to the Secretary of State after
being refused planning permission for his latest bid to
build houses in woodland next to the river in Bitton has
had his appeal dismissed.
Jim Hawtin has been trying for years to develop the site. In
2013 he applied to South Gloucestershire Council to build
two properties on the Green Belt site at the corner of Kings
Square and Bath Road, but the plans were rejected.
At the time the council’s planning team said the design was
not sympathetic, the loss of green space would harm the look
of Bitton Conservation Area and nearby listed buildings, and
the “very special circumstances” needed to allow
development in the Green Belt had not been shown. Local
residents, the parish council and local MP Chris Skidmore
had also voiced objections.
Then in 2015 the developer applied unsuccessfully to the
council to fell every tree on the site.
The most recent proposals for two houses, which were the
subject of the appeal to the Secretary of State, were submitted
to the council last year and again there was a wave of local
opposition. The developer argued that a number of changes
had taken place which made it appropriate to submit a fresh
application, including a number of appeal decisions
confirming the interpretation of infilling in villages in the
Green Belt.
He also said the trees had become denser and more unkempt:
“The dark overgrown conditions at the site make it an easy
target for trespassers and gives rise to a fear of crime. The

Plans to open
specialist school
in Warmley
There are plans to open a specialist school in Warmley
for children who are unable to attend mainstream
education.
Phoenix Childcare Ltd have submitted plans to South
Gloucestershire Council for 24 Poplar Road. There was
a nursery on the site before it closed in 2016.
The application is to change the use of the house to a day
school and create a single-storey link to the nursery
building.
The application says the proposed use as a day school
would see fewer drop-off and pick-ups compared with
the previous nursery use due to the reduction in pupil
numbers from around 40 to 22 per day.
The school would cater for children aged from eight to
16 and would operate for 39 weeks of the year, in
accordance with local education authority school terms.
The planning reference is P20/11873/F.
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nature of the site is that it also effectively cuts the village in
two. It therefore negatively impacts on the conservation
area.”
But the council again refused permission, saying the plans
did not constitute infill development, nor fall within the
limited categories of development considered appropriate
within the Green Belt; it also said that the loss of green and
undeveloped land would harm the conservation area and
nearby listed buildings.
Mr Hawtin appealed and an inspector, David Wildsmith, was
appointed to determine the case. He highlighted in his report
the harm the development would cause to the Green Belt and
says the site makes a significant and positive contribution to
the character and appearance of the conservation area, and
would not be an acceptable location for new housing.
He said: “The appellant argues that the appeal proposal
would reduce the fear of crime and anti-social behaviour in
the village, brought about by the current unoccupied, dimlylit and unmanaged condition of the appeal site. However,
there is no real indication in the evidence before me that
either crime or anti-social behaviour is a particular problem
in this area.”
He concluded: “I have found very little in the way of clear

Break-in at
allotment shed

The woodland is a landmark feature in the
centre of Bitton

public benefits which would arise from this proposal.
Accordingly I am not persuaded that this heritage harm
would be outweighed by public benefits. I do not consider
that the harm to the setting of the locally listed buildings
would be outweighed by any significant benefits. Nor do I
consider that the substantial weight which I am required to
give to harm to the Green Belt arising from inappropriateness
and the adverse impact on openness, when taken together
with the heritage harm I have just identified, would be clearly
outweighed by the other considerations discussed above.
“Accordingly, very special circumstances sufficient to justify
the appeal proposal do not exist in this case.”

Someone broke into a shed at the Woodyleaze allotments
in Hanham between 4pm on Wednesday 8th July and
7.25pm on Saturday 11th July and stole a petrol
strimmer.
Police say it is difficult to secure sheds in these remote
locations, so recommend that owners don’t store any
valuables in them, including items such as tools or
alcohol.
If you have any information regarding this incident
contact 101 or call Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800
555 111.
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Road closure
for safety
improvements
South Gloucestershire Council will be installing a new
zebra crossing and speed cushions near St Stephen’s
Junior and Infant schools in Lansdown Road, Soundwell,
starting next Monday (27th July).
A section of Lansdown Road and Sweets Road, where
they meet at the junction with St Stephen’s Road, will be
closed to all traffic for three weeks.
A signed diversion will be in place. The existing oneway road on a section of St Stephen’s Road, from
Lansdown Road to the junction with Hilltop Road,
will be temporarily suspended to allow access for
residents.
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New couple take
over at the Upton
Christopher and Theresa Meaker have
taken over as the new landlord and
landlady of the Upton Inn at Upton
Cheyney following the departure of Jamie
Pike who ran it for 12 years.
The couple say they hope to reopen the Hall
& Woodhouse pub in the first or second
week in August, when there will be a new
menu. Building work is currently under way,
with improvements being carried out to the
kitchen area.

The garden furniture is being replaced, and
there will also be improvements to the wi-fi,
and a new ordering and pay system in place.
Theresa says: “We have moved from
Sturminster Newton in Dorset and had been
there for five years, running a small hotel and
public house with a Hall & Woodhouse
lease.
“Prior to that we were running a pub in
Salisbury - the Coach & Horses - for 14 years
for Scottish & Newcastle.”

@theweekineditor
No material in this publication, nor its associated website (www.theweekin.co.uk) may
be reproduced without the written permission of Keynsham & Saltford Times Ltd. All
rights reserved.
Keynsham & Saltford Times Ltd. t/a The Week In is regulated by IMPRESS: The Independent
Monitor for the Press CIC. As such, we adhere to the IMPRESS complaints
procedure. A copy of this procedure can be found on our website or can be
sent upon written request to the address above.
Christopher and Theresa Meaker
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Path remains blocked, despite
legal process to add it to the map
South Gloucestershire Council is going through the legal
process of adding a well-used path in Warmley to the map
– although access to it remains blocked off.
The path runs along the track between 20 and 22 Goldney
Avenue in a south-westerly direction for about 75 metres,
past the old Merlin Housing Association garages and down
a bank to join the Dramway footpath.
Last September the council’s Public Rights of Way and
Commons Registration Sub-Committee heard the case for
the claimed route and after hearing testimony from 40 people
it agreed that there was enough evidence of use, dating back
to 1950. No response was received from the landowner.
The site was purchased by a developer in March 2018 and in
September of that year an outline planning application was
submitted to the council for eight homes. It made no
provision for public access through the site to reach the
Dramway footpath.
The plans were withdrawn shortly afterwards on the advice
of the council’s planning department. A second attempt to
secure planning permission for seven houses was submitted
at the start of 2019 but that too was withdrawn before a
decision could be made.
At the meeting last September, the public rights of way
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officer said the path was not walkable
as some of the garages had been
demolished and excavation work had
been taking place. She said the
modification order would be advertised
and subject to any representations,
would be confirmed, when the council
would be in a position to take any
necessary enforcement action to get the
footpath reinstated.
The site remains blocked off with a
warning sign saying it is private land,
as our picture taken last week shows.
A copy of the order and the order map
is available to be viewed at the
Kingswood One Stop Shop at Kingswood Civic Centre, but
due to COVID-19 restrictions an appointment should first be
made by telephoning 01454 868009. You may also view the
information
on
the
council's
website
at
www.southglos.gov.uk/consultation
The order to add the footpath to the map does not come into
effect until it is confirmed. If there are no representations and
objections to the order, or those made are withdrawn, the

council can confirm the order and the Definitive Maps and
Statements (DMS) will be modified.
If there are any representations and objections which are not
withdrawn, the council must send the order and
representations and objections to the Planning Inspectorate
who will appoint an independent inspector to consider the
order and the representations and objections made. The
Inspectorate will normally hold a hearing or an inquiry.
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‘Rank hypocrisy’ swipe
at Tories during debate
on raising wages
A bid by the Labour group on South Gloucestershire
Council to bring the authority’s lowest paid workers up
to the ‘Real Living Wage’ of £9.30 an hour has failed.
In 2013 South Gloucestershire Council became one of the
first councils to commit to paying the Real Living Wage, but
Labour say that since the Conservative administration
scrapped that commitment in 2016, the pay of more than 160
council staff has fallen, leaving them vulnerable to in-work
poverty.
During last Wednesday’s full council meeting, the
Conservatives were accused of wrecking a motion put
forward by Staple Hill and Mangotsfield councillor Ian
Boulton that the council should restore its pledge to pay at
least the Real Living Wage of £9.30 an hour and work to
become a Living Wage Foundation accredited employer by
2022.
But the Tories, who hold the majority on the council,
dismissed the figure of £63,000 that Labour said it would
cost to bring 161 full-time equivalent staff up to the Real
Living Wage for the remaining nine months of the current
financial year, saying it was poorly costed and would actually
cost more like £1.5m per year.
Putting forward his motion, which was supported by the
Liberal Democrat group, Cllr Boulton said that councillors
and MPs from across
the political spectrum
had been keen to be
seen clapping for
carers and key workers
during the COVID-19
health emergency, but
these same staff are
often among some of
the lowest paid.
He told the meeting:
“Now that applause has
stopped, we have a
moral duty to ensure
Toby Savage
that clap for carers

does not become the same old crap for carers.
“If you do not support the motion, please have the guts to
vote against it, rather than amend it into a meaningless spin
that does a disservice to our staff and our residents. Each of
us now has an opportunity to publicly and individually nail
our colours to the mast and choose to provide a lasting legacy
which shows our genuine appreciation of the service of our
key workers.
“Anything less, I fear, would be rank hypocrisy, and I hope
that members of this council are better than that. So I hope
that members will follow their consciences and support this
motion - and our low-paid carers and key workers wholeheartedly, without fear of favour, or temptation to delay
it, amend it, or spin it out of all recognition.”
During the debate Cllr Boulton also pointed out that in July
2019, the leader of South Gloucestershire Council Toby
Savage, who is also Deputy Mayor of the West of England
Combined Authority (WECA), seconded a pay policy which
includes WECA paying the Real Living Wage to its staff.
Jon Hunt, the deputy leader of South Glos Council,
successfully proposed an amendment to Labour’s motion
which agrees to continue consideration of the Real Living
Wage as the council’s budget process develops. Cllr Hunt
said the proposals need proper examination, not a “kneejerk
reaction” in the middle of a pandemic, and it would cost
upwards of an extra £1.5m a year to meet the changes
compared to current wages.
Cabinet Member for Corporate Resources, Ben Burton, said
the £63,000 cost proposed by Labour was not one he
recognised in his discussions with the heads of finance and
HR. He said it was “irresponsible” of Cllr Boulton to ignore
the collapsing of the council’s pay spine and the significant
increases it would mean.
The Conservative administration have blamed budgetary
constraints and a decrease in grant funding from Central
Government for stopping the Real Living Wage in the 2016
budget, when there was a one-off cash lump sum secured to
compensate for the change.
And they said the Labour motion ignores the fact that at a

recent Cabinet meeting
it was agreed to
significantly increase
the lower pay grades,
negotiated with the
unions.
The Tory amendment
also resolves “to
continue promoting the
outstanding work of
council
staff,
supporting them and
introducing
further
non-financial benefits
Ian Boulton
to ensure they are
appropriately recognised for their hard work”.

Recognising local heroes
In a later debate during Wednesday’s meeting, on a
Conservative motion recognising local heroes, the
administration refused to accept a Lib Dem amendment
proposing that the council asks the Prime Minister to ensure
all key workers are paid at least the Real Living Wage, and
that local authorities and the NHS are funded at a sufficient
level to afford such a pay increase.
Brian Allinson’s successful motion requested that council
leader Toby Savage writes to the Prime Minister, highlighting
the significant contribution of key workers, volunteer groups
and individuals during the COVID-19 crisis, and calls on the
Government to make proposals “for suitable recognition to
be bestowed upon them for their tireless work, immense
bravery and remarkable fortitude to support our communities
and vulnerable residents in the face of an unseen danger”.
During the debate Cllr Allinson stressed it was not about pay,
but for local heroes to be given a medal to pin on their
uniform.
Lib Dem councillor Maggie Tyrell, who proposed the
amendment, said: “Medals may boost morale but don’t put
food on the table.”

Council halts meeting after marathon session
Last Wednesday’s online meeting of South Gloucestershire
Council was halted at 11.30pm after councillors had been
debating matters for four-and-a-half hours.
They had been due to discuss several motions, but two
were deferred until the next full council meeting, which
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will be in October. One of the motions held over calls for
a new planning policy to distance fast food vendors from
local schools in response to rising childhood obesity rates.
The webcast meeting was beset by technical problems,
including during the public session when transport

campaigner David Redgewell was unable to connect.
It was also difficult at times to hear what people were
saying.
Mr Redgewell told The Week In: “It’s not good for local
democracy. Other councils can make it work.”
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‘Masks are mandatory’ reminder
as bus capacity increases to 50%
West of England transport and business
leaders have put out a united call for
people to comply with Government
regulations on wearing a face covering
when travelling by bus to help get the
region moving again safely, as the
lockdown eases and many industry sectors
open up for business again.
The move comes as bus operator First West
of England has announced an increase in the
capacity on its buses to almost 50%,
following the Government’s reduction of
social distancing restrictions.
During the coronavirus lockdown, capacity
on-board a double-decker bus was reduced
to around 20 seats, to support social
distancing. The bus operator is now rolling
out a new seating layout that will allow for
approximately 35 passengers on doubledecker buses and 20 on smaller single-deck
buses, in response to new advice from the
Government.
West of England Mayor Tim Bowles and
regional employer body Business West have
joined First in urging passengers to wear face
coverings on board buses.
Mayor Bowles said: “Now that more people
are able to use buses to get to and from work,
the shops and other places, it is more
important than ever for all of us to wear a
face covering to respect and protect those
around us. I want to thank the vast majority
of passengers who are abiding by the rules,
and give special thanks to all the bus drivers
who are helping to keep people moving. The
capacity is still just 50% of normal levels on
buses and we all have a part to play in
reducing the pressure on our public transport
services.
“I’m asking employers to do what they can
to share Government travel guidance with
staff and support them to avoid travelling at
peak times where possible. This includes
continuing to work from home if possible,
consider using other forms of transport –
such as cycling and walking – and changing
start and finish times. I recognise that these
measures aren’t possible for all types of
businesses, but if we all do what we can, then
we can make sure travel is as safe as it can
be.”
James Durie, chief executive of Bristol
Chamber & West of England Initiative at
Business West, which represents over 22,000
The Week in • Wednesday 22nd July 2020

employers across the region, added:
“Employers across the West of England have
a critical role to play in ensuring their staff
who commute by public transport do adhere
to
the
Government’s
mandatory
requirements regarding use of face
coverings, as more people return to work and
bus capacity increases.
“We would advise HR departments,
managers and business leaders to discuss
travel arrangements with their colleagues
and reiterate the need to wear a face covering
if travelling by public transport to and from
their workplace. Whilst a significant number
of organisations will continue to operate with
staff largely working from home, for those
that don’t, or can’t, they should consider
purchasing face coverings for their
employees to make it as easy as possible for
them to meet the Government’s
requirement.”
James Freeman, managing director at First,
said: “Our services have been transformed to
support social distancing and all vehicles

covering on public transport and Avon &
Somerset Police are running spot checks to
help enforce this rule, which has been in
place for a month.”

Exemptions for the use of face coverings will
apply to those with certain health conditions,
disabled people and children under the age
of 11.

continue to be subject to a rigorous cleaning
regime to make bus travel safe for our
customers and drivers.
“The safety measures are most effective if
customers also do their bit and adhere to the
Government’s mandatory requirements for
travelling on public transport, by wearing a
face covering, social distancing and
sanitising their hands before and after their
journey.
“It is a legal requirement to wear a face
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LETTERS
Traffic hold-ups and loss
of business

Common sense prevails

farmers’ land.

Dear Editor

The simple rules of the Countryside Code are

Dear Editor

Thank

has

a good starting point for anyone new to

With regard to the pedestrianisation of

prevailed and the safe distancing system put

walking and the Ramblers’ website has lots

Keynsham High Street to give people room

in Staple Hill has been reversed.

of useful advice on rights of way and where

to avoid each other at the bequest of our

Did they do a survey before putting this plan

you can walk, if you are not sure. By

councillors, on my many visits to, or looking

in action? Waste of council money again.

following these basic rules, it’s easy to avoid

along the High Street, I have only noticed

The lack of pedestrian lights could have had

situations like those that have happened

two different couples and one individual

dire effects; also the footfall in that part of

recently on Hanham Hills.

Street on very small bikes, their parents close

the High Street is extremely light.

Until lockdown Kingswood Ramblers’

by, knowing it is safe. I have also seen

But must agree the system now in place is

volunteers

elderly people in wheelchairs being pushed

ideal.

throughout the year and on Wednesday

along the road in complete safety. On

Janet White, Soundwell

evenings throughout the summer. When we

walking in the road. But they only did so as
they wanted to cross anyway.
Of course I have noticed the usual crossings
of people, but the closing of the road has not
had any effect on people’s avoidance of each
other. But what do I know? Obviously the
councillors know better even without any
observations.
If they had observed, they would have
noticed that the only effect of their decision
is to cause traffic hold-ups and loss of
business, or have they noticed the hold-ups
and loss of Keynsham business but are
happy with this as they do not visit
Keynsham

and

support

businesses

elsewhere.
B Charles

goodness

common

sense

Saturday, at our first tiny musical event, I

Virtual flower show

new members will be very welcome. For

Dear Editor

more information visit www.ramblers.org.uk

My expectation now is that the retail units

As this year's Warmley Flower Show could

or www.kingswood ramblers.org.uk

throughout the town will start to see their

not take place, we are asking those who

However, I hope that your article has the

turnover increase. I want our High Street to

would have entered to post photos of their

required effect.

flourish again and that has not happened for

entries on the Warmley Virtual Flower Show

John Davis for Kingswood Ramblers

a long time. We can’t go on in the same old

Facebook page.

Committee

way, things have to change. After the

Unfortunately there will not be any prizes

pandemic, we are starting from a very low

but at least your efforts can be shared.

base. Currently there has been no traffic

We look forward to seeing everyone's real

congestion caused by the change, nor indeed

Thanks for keeping your
readers informed

exhibits at next year's show.

any lack of parking. This may well be

Dear Editor

Warmley Flower Show Committee

How nice to see The Week In back in the

There has been a notable increase in cycling.

Dear Editor

Sadly, the behaviour of a few thoughtless

I am writing in response to your article

cyclists has not helped. It is worth pointing

‘Ramblers urged to stick to the public rights

part-

out that the town council wanted to prohibit

of way’ (Issue 636).

pedestrianisation of Keynsham High Street,

cycling but were overruled by government

With many people discovering the joy of

I would like to thank the many residents who

policy.

walking for the first time during lockdown,

have taken to the new arrangement with such

I know of two incidents where ambulances

it’s more important than ever that we all take

enthusiasm.

entered the High Street not because of

steps to keep walking safe and enjoyable for

After I move the ‘Road Closed’ signs every

cyclists and this was managed with no drama

all. The Ramblers is Britain’s walking

day, I stay some time watching and listening

whatsoever. There will be another small

charity, working to protect the places we all

to the activities in the High Street. The main

musical event on Saturday starting around

love to walk, and our local group,

aim of this trial was to make the High Street

10am so please come, enjoy the music, and

Kingswood Ramblers, encourages all of our

safe, especially for vulnerable residents. I’m

support our local High Street.

members to walk responsibly, stay on public

pleased to say that this has been achieved. I

Cllr Andy Wait

footpaths and bridleways, respect the

have seen young children playing in the High

(written in a personal capacity)

countryside and to avoid trespassing on

8

a

week

of

temporary

Sunday

the street.

Advice for ramblers

After

every

are able to resume our programme of walks,

partially open. We live in different times.

Dear Stephen

walks

saw small children smiling and dancing in

because several shops are still not or only

I want our High Street to
flourish again

led

shops following the coronavirus shutdown.
I did go online to read the weekly news while
we were all on lockdown but for me it was
not the same as taking home my own copy
and reading it with a cup of coffee. A few
weeks ago I did notice that copies were
available in the Kings Chase Shopping
Centre but my local outlet in Warmley still
hadn’t received them.
Last week however, The Week In was there
and the gentleman who had just delivered
them said it was now back in many of the old
locations. Well done for continuing to keep
us informed about what’s happening locally
during these difficult times.
Janet, Warmley
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Legal update:
Divorce, Dissolution
and Separation Bill
As you may be aware, under the present law
in England and Wales, unless a separated
couple are willing to wait at least two years
from the date of separation for the court to
grant a divorce, they will have to give a
reason why the marriage or civil partnership
has broken down. This means that one
person effectively has to blame the other,
which can cause tension where a separation
is otherwise amicable, leading to a knock-on
effect when parties are trying to sort out
financial arrangements.

The new law
Under the proposed new law, the “blame”
requirement will be removed. A couple that
wish to divorce will have to state that the
marriage has broken down irretrievably,
without assigning blame to one party. The
new law will also enable both spouses to
make a joint application where a decision to
divorce is mutual.
On the 17th June 2020, the Divorce,
Dissolution and Separation Bill had its
final reading in the House of Commons
and is expected to receive Royal Assent
shortly.

It is unclear exactly when these changes to
the law will be implemented, however the
Lord Chancellor Robert Buckland has
indicated that the new law is unlikely to
come into force before autumn 2021.
The new law is welcomed by most family
lawyers, as it means that they can help
couples to resolve matters as amicably as
possible in the circumstances. We anticipate
that this will have a positive impact, as it can
help to reduce the conflict and stress for the
couple themselves, which in turn can help
reduce the impact on any children, and of
course, the less conflict there is, the lower
your costs are likely to be!
At FDC Law, when a divorce based on
unreasonable behaviour is the only option, as
is often the case under the present law, we
always aim to keep the contents of the
divorce petition to a minimum, so as to
reduce conflict at an already stressful time.
We will continue to adopt this approach until
the new law comes into force, for couples
that do not wish to wait for a change in the
law or two years’ separation, to proceed with
a divorce, without undue stress and delay.
by Abigail Whelan, FDC Law

Up to 3,000 people
attend illegal rave
Music blasting from a massive illegal
rave at the old Charmy Down airfield
north of Bath was heard as far away as
Pensford, Compton Dando, Keynsham,
Longwell Green, Bitton and Oldland
Common.
Officers had the first report at 11.21pm on
Saturday. They attended within 10
minutes, quickly established there were
already 1,000 people at the location and
called for further resources. They closed
off approach routes, but people were
abandoning vehicles and making their
way on foot. Police said the risks to public
safety of closing an event attended by
more than 3,000 people in dark and wet
conditions were too great, with resources
already dealing with other significant
incidents across the force area.

Chief Supt Ian Wylie condemned the
selfish actions of rave organisers and
goers: “They knew full well the
disruption this would cause and the
ongoing risk to public health of large
gatherings due to COVID-19. We brought
officers in from their rest days and called
on support from neighbouring forces to
close down this event.”
The music was turned off by 1pm on
Sunday and the majority of the site
cleared by 4pm but a group tried to
continue the event in an adjoining field.
One person was arrested for failing to
comply with a notice to quit the land.
Police seized five vehicles, a generator
and other equipment on dispersing the
rave and an investigation is under way to
identify those responsible for staging it.

An image of the rave on social media

Keep in touch, let us know what you think, send
us your news www.facebook.com/theweekin

Sudoku
1-Easy

SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 26th July

2 -Hard

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green
(10.30am-4pm)
Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm)
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)
Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park
(9.30am-4.30pm)
Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH
(10am-4pm)
Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)
Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds
(10am-4pm)
Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway
(11am-5pm)
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Concern about ‘noisy’ takeaway’s
plan to stay open until 2am
A Kingswood takeaway is proposing to stay open until
2am at weekends and 1am on all other days of the week,
to the dismay of some people living nearby.
The application refers to the ‘Star Kebab & Pizza House’ at
137 Station Road although the sign outside the premises is
for ‘Flamers Star’.
Applicant Erkan Cil wants to change the closure time on
Sundays to Thursdays from 11pm to 1am, and from 11.30pm
to 2am on Friday and Saturday.
South Gloucestershire Council’s Licensing Sub-Committee
will consider the premises licence application at their
meeting next Tuesday (28th July).
A report to the committee says that the licensing service
received a complaint in January of this year from members
of the public regarding noise from the premises and that the
business was operating beyond permitted licensed hours. The
manager stated at the time that the lights were still on as staff
were cleaning the premises.
Then on 14th April the licensing service received a further
complaint, through the council’s environmental health and
anti-social behaviour teams, again about the premises
operating beyond their permitted hours, and parking and
noise issues were also raised. The premises licence holder
blamed parking issues on Uber Eats delivery drivers, who
were collecting takeaways from the premises and which he
said were beyond his control.
Now in response to the proposed change in hours, there have
been four complaints from residents, citing the public
nuisance it would cause. Documented are reports of anti-

Crossword

social behaviour outside the shop, with people in a drunken
state after spilling out of pubs and clubs, of up to eight
delivery drivers at a time blocking the road, of horns beeping,
loud music, shouting, plus litter.
One resident said: “I’m the only resident who’s got the
bloody guts to speak up as my street is mostly full of elderly
that are scared to complain.
“Please understand this isn’t some vendetta, it’s just being
fed up with everything we have to put up with. It’s every
night and worse at weekends and now they want to stay open
later. Oh my God, really this is a joke.”
Local councillor Kim Scudamore has also objected. He said:
“Station Road is a residential street and cannot be considered

ACROSS

DOWN

1. Moving staircase (9) 1. Newt (3)
6. Donkey (3)

2. Scottish farm (5)

8. Pig's foot (7)

3. Overdue (4)

9. Bedtime drink (5)

4. Tooth deposit (6)

10. Preposition (4)

5. Competition (4)

11. East Anglian
river (3)

6. Explanation (7)

13. Heal (4)
14. Pulsate (5)
16. Surroundings (6)
18. Sheen (6)
19. Book of maps (5)
21. Animal droppings
(4)
22. Listening organ (3)
23. Young male
horse (4)
27. Yawning (5)

7. Declaration (9)
10. Without delay (9)
11. Sloping trough (5)
12. Tooth (5)
14. Beverage (3)
15. Passenger vehicle (3)
17. Neck cord (7)
20. Famous film dog (6)
24. Command (5)
25. Nuisance (4)
26. Verdi opera (4)

28. Lively party (inf.) (7) 29. Domestic fuel (3)
30. Finish (3)
31. Synonym finder (9)
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as an important part of the ‘night-time economy’. I believe
that opening until 2am would result in unnecessary
disruption to the local community.”
Tuesday’s meeting begins at 10.30am and will be webcast.

Nature enthusiasts
invited to enter wildlife
garden competition
Crossman Group, the building company responsible for
the Masters Church development in Kingswood, is
launching a competition for budding young naturalists
to design a bug hotel and wildlife garden.
The winning design will be chosen by biologist and TV
presenter Miranda Krestovnikoff and will be
incorporated into a new park area.
Brad Hughes, MD of the Crossman Group said: “As part
of this exciting development we’re creating a new park
for locals to enjoy. We’re giving over an area of this new
park as a wildlife garden and we’d like to invite any local
nature enthusiasts to design a bug hotel with surrounding
planting to encourage wildlife.”
The development will see the conversion of Masters
Church into 19 apartments, the erection of three new
homes and the creation of a new park area. The site is
next to the Whitfield Tabernacle, one of the most at-risk
Grade I listed buildings in the UK which is widely
regarded as the birthplace of the Methodist movement.
Proposals to stabilise it were recently approved by South
Gloucestershire Council.
The competition is open to children aged up to 16. The
space available for the bug hotel and wildlife garden is
one metre by three metres. Designs should be emailed
to neil@propagandapr.co.uk and include as much detail
as possible. The closing date for entrants is 20th August.
Full competition details of the space and entry
information can be found at www.crossmangroup.co.uk
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‘Serious health and
safety hazard’ on
Rodway Common
Emersons Green Town Council has highlighted a health
and safety hazard due to large-scale excavations that
have been carried out on Rodway Common.
The common is the responsibility of the council which last
week posted its concerns on Facebook.
“Those of you who frequent Rodway Common may have
noticed that there is a bit of an issue up there with the
creation of a makeshift BMX track, located just off the
winding path.
“This poses a significant health and safety hazard to those
walking or biking in the area. It is also detrimental to the
flora and fauna of the common and is in contravention of
byelaws, punishable with a fine.”
The town council stresses that it does not have an issue with
bikes on the common but the issue is with the large-scale
excavations, which have come about recently.
“Some of these holes have been covered with sticks and
bracken to make 'traps', which are on established pathways.
Bikes are not an issue, however taking spades to dig up the
common is not acceptable.” The council says it is taking
measures to return the land in question to its original state,
but would be grateful if everybody could spread the word
that this “destruction” of the common is unacceptable.
“The remedial works, and pursuance of fines, is also a costly
endeavour, which diverts funds which could be put to more
constructive use within our community. It is hoped that now
the local parks and skateparks are open again, following their
COVID-19 enforced closure, that those using the common
will be able to return to the purpose-built areas for such

The makeshift BMX track

New partner
at law firm
Michael Coward has
been appointed a
partner
in
local
solicitors FDC Law.
He is currently head of
the firm’s residential
property team which
has built a solid
reputation
in
its
handling of all aspects
of house sales.
Michael
originally
Michael Coward
studied in Bristol and
subsequently joined a local firm in his hometown of
Dorchester. He joined the property team at FDC Law in
2017 and quickly became a pivotal member of the team.
Jonathan Wood, managing partner at FDC Law, said:
“Working with Michael on a daily basis, I have been
impressed by his energy, enthusiasm and commitment to
continuing to provide that very personal service that
FDC Law has always been known for and am delighted
to have Michael join as partner.”
Michael expressed his gratitude to the company, which
has offices in Keynsham and Midsomer Norton for
allowing him the opportunity. “Obviously, these have
been testing times for the conveyancing market but the
fundamental principles remain the same to provide an
excellent service and offer expert advice to deliver the
best outcomes for our clients,” he told The Week In.

activities.”
The council says it is looking to create a youth council/forum
in the future to enable young people to have their views
represented in terms of local facilities. Contact the clerk at
clerk@emersonsgreen-tc.gov.uk

Civil ceremonies
resume after lockdown
A couple from Shropshire were among the first
to be married at Bath Guildhall after restrictions
on civil ceremonies were eased earlier this
month.
Lisa James and David Smith arrived for a World
War Two themed wedding on vintage motorbikes
for their delayed ceremony on 7th July.
The couple, who were joined by eight guests, had
been due to tie the knot in May but were forced
to postpone. Lisa had proposed to David on 29th
February this year.

Patrick Connolly
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COVID-19 memorial
garden design unveiled
An artist’s impression shows how a new

arrangement representing a rainbow, which

memorial

has become a symbol of hope during the

garden

at

Westerleigh

Crematorium to remember people who

pandemic.

have

“Our rainbows will be created using the

died

during

the

COVID-19

pandemic will look.

vibrant colours of begonias, petunias and

Westerleigh Group, the UK’s largest

geraniums.”

independent owner-operator of crematoria

The stone at the centre of the memorial

and cemeteries, announced last month its

garden will be made from all-polished black

intention to create a memorial garden at each

granite. The memorials will be individually

of its 34 sites across the country, including

carved by Westerleigh’s stonemasons.

Westerleigh

Work is expected to begin on the stone

Crematorium,

near

Pucklechurch.

memorials in the autumn with garden

Luke Dinsdale, the site manager, said: “The

landscaping taking place in early spring

new garden will be a tranquil place for

2021. The team at Westerleigh Crematorium

people to visit and remember loved ones

are now looking to identify the best location

who died during the pandemic, and to pay

within the grounds for the garden, which is

tribute to those who sacrificed so much to

expected to open mid-to-late spring 2021.

these permanent and lasting memorials.

communities pulled together during this

help others who were sick, isolated or

Luke Dinsdale added: “We are proud that our

“It will be a special place where people can

unprecedented crisis.

vulnerable.

crematorium enjoys close links with our

remember and reflect on the loved ones they

“As this project progresses, we will be

“The centrepiece of each garden will be a

local community, and we therefore thought

have lost, and give thanks to the wonderful

reaching out to the local community to help

stone monument surrounded by a floral

it would be an appropriate gesture to create

way that the NHS, key workers and whole

shape and finalise our plans.”

Supporters lobby for a
church on Siston Common
There has been a surge of support for plans to turn a farm

Council yet to make a decision on the application, there

on Siston Common into a church and community centre.

have since the end of June been more than 200 comments

In Issue 615 in February we outlined St Thomas Syro

of support posted on the council’s planning portal. Some

Malabar Catholic Church’s plans to provide the Indian Syro

more objections have also been lodged in that time.

Malabar community in the Bristol area with a dedicated

The planning reference is P19/15257/F.

focus for worship, to maintain their heritage and promote

Planning permission already exists for eight homes to be

cultural activities.

built on the site.

The church currently operates from St Joseph’s in
Fishponds. It has said it wants the proposed facilities at
Bridge House Farm, including a café, to be available to the
wider community.
Objectors have raised concerns about the impact on
walkers, cyclists and horse riders from vehicles coming and
going along the single-track lane, as well as the detrimental
effect on wildlife and the environment, plus the noise and
disturbance for people living nearby.
A typical congregation of 200 is expected at services and
as many as 450 worshippers for occasions such as
Christmas. Sixty parking spaces are shown on the plans and
the church proposes minibus pick-ups for members of the
congregation to keep the traffic impact to a minimum.
The opportunity for people to comment on the plans
officially closed in February but with South Gloucestershire
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Police warning
over leaving
doors open
Residents, especially those who are elderly or
vulnerable, are reminded to ensure that they close
and lock all unattended doors and windows and be
wary of any unexpected or unknown callers.
At around 2pm on Friday 3rd July, an elderly
resident of Tibberton in Kingswood found a man
standing in the doorway of her lounge as she came
in from the garden.
He claimed to be cutting grass for her neighbour
and asked for three cups of tea. She noticed that
money had gone missing from her purse and asked
him to leave, which he did.
It is thought he came through the open back door
while the victim was outside the front.
Meanwhile someone entered an insecure home in
Mangotsfield between 6pm and 11pm on
Wednesday 8th July and stole electrical items and
a push bike.
Front and rear doors at the property in Mangotsfield
Road had been left unlocked.
If you have any information regarding either
incident contact 101 or Crimestoppers on 0800 555
111.
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Kingswood Heritage
Museum reopens
Siston Lane

Appeal over
new access to
Siston Lane
An appeal has been lodged after plans to

terms of causing harm to the amenities of the

create a new access on to Siston Lane

residential properties and congestion”.

were refused by South Gloucestershire

However, the council’s planning officer said

Council because of the impact it

the plans would require the removal of trees

would have on Siston Conservation Area

and hedgerow from the Siston Lane

and the Elizabethan manor house as its

boundary, which would harm the setting of

heart.

the historic buildings

The application for a road and access to

She pointed out that the existing access has

serve an existing agricultural business was

been serving the agricultural business

lodged by Gary Marshall, of Court Farm,

appropriately for many years and no

which is the grounds of Grade I listed Siston

evidence had been put forward to explain

Court.

why this was no longer the case, adding that

He sought planning permission for a new

commercial vehicles associated with the

access off Siston Lane to join an existing un-

other business activities on the site would

made track running through a field. The

still need to use the existing access.

application said the existing access was not

Siston parish councillors had also raised

ideal for accommodating large agricultural

concerns about the impact of a new access

vehicles which “have a harmful effect on the

along a “narrow, busy and fast section of

residential character of the access both in

Siston Lane”.

Post box damaged by
firework in Staple Hill
Police are investigating criminal damage

They say they recovered all the mail,

caused to a post box in Seymour Road in

although some of it is also damaged.

Staple Hill, at just before midnight on

Anyone with information about who may

Saturday 11th July. The remains of a

have done this is asked to call the police

firework were found inside the post box,

on 101 and give the call handler the

which was badly damaged.

reference number 5220153518.

Kingswood Heritage Museum will reopen

of the activities of many of the local units

on Saturday 1st August following the

over the years, created by the Girl Guide

completion of measures to protect both

leaders themselves.

visitors and staff.

The other is entitled “Spotlight on

The Museum will be open every Tuesday

Downend

and Saturday from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., and

pictures covering the development of the

admission will be free of charge for all

area through the 20th century.

visitors. There are two new major exhibits

Although not currently compulsory, the

for 2020. The first is a display celebrating

Museum recommends that visitors use

Guiding in Kingswood, including photos

face coverings during their visit.

and

Mangotsfield”,

with

Situations Vacant

Vacancy
to fill?
Advertising in The
Week In is an
effective and low
cost option.

Keep in touch, let us know what you think, send
us your news www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Call Tracy or
Jodie on
0117 986 0381.
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Bath recycling centre reopens
for weekend appointments
Bath Recycling Centre has reopened on Saturdays and

a system that is needed at the small Midland Road site in

Sundays on an appointment-only basis.

Bath to avoid traffic congestion and make sure there’s

B&NES Council says it aims to return to a seven day-a-week

enough room for social distancing.

service in the next two weeks as more staff return to work.

Residents can select a day and a time slot at Old Welton

The small recycling centre at Midland Road is a shared

by visiting https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/midsomer-norton-

facility with the council’s refuse depot and waste transfer

recycling-centre

station, which currently has an increased number of lorries

Meanwhile, extended operating hours (8am to 6pm

and trucks using the site on weekdays due to reduced

Monday to Friday, 8am to 3.45pm on Saturdays and

numbers of crew in cabs.

8am to 1pm on Sundays) are still in operation at the

Residents can select a day and a time slot by visiting

Keynsham recycling centre at Pixash Lane, where B&NES

https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/bath-recycling-centre

residents are allowed to visit on certain days based on a

The council says the new appointment system at Old Welton

number plate system alternating between odd and even

in Midsomer Norton has already proved successful and it’s

numbers.

Sudoku Solutions
1-Easy

Staple Hill
scarecrow trail
Look out for a scarecrow trail in and around Staple
Hill between Thursday 6th and Sunday 9th
August.
The trail has a Famous People theme. Registration to
create a scarecrow has closed but check out Scarecrow
Trail at Staple Hill on Facebook for the official trail
map.

Crossword Solution

2-Hard

Service Directory
Aerials

Appliances

Architectural
Services

Blinds

Blinds

Chimney Sweeps

DEADLINE FOR PLACING DIRECTORY ADVERTS IS FRIDAY 4.30PM
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Service Directory
Driveways

Garden Services

Home
Maintenance

Foot Health

Oven Cleaning

Plumbing

Wanted

Plumbing

Roofing

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
Handyman

Tree Services

BOOKS, paper ephemera,
postcards, football programmes,
records, toys etc.
Best prices paid. Phone Rick on
01761 232936

Waste Disposal

Rubbish
Clearance

Locksmiths

Cheap and fast

Garage Doors
Home
Maintenance

We load and clear any
household, garden,
garage and shed
clearance
Free estimates
Fully licensed
85% recycled

Call 0117 9373009
at anytime to book

Home
Maintenance

Painting
& Decorating

Garden Services

Tree Services

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

+ VAT
per insert
DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM
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Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks
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