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Holiday let owners appeal after refusal on noise grounds
An appeal has been lodged with the Secretary of State
after B&NES Council refused to grant retrospective
planning permission to continue using a Saltford house
for Airbnb guests.
People living near Selwood Manor, which according to the
Airbnb website can sleep more than 16 guests, have
highlighted problems with noise and anti-social behaviour
from raucous parties, including hen weekends, held at the
Bath Road property. The couple who run the Airbnb – Nick
and Claire Selwood - applied for a mixed use of house and
commercial holiday let but in April the council refused the
request on the grounds that it would create noise and
disturbance to a level that would cause “significant harm” to
people living nearby.
The council’s environmental protection team said it had
received complaints of noise from guests from seven

Also in this
week’s issue

different households since the use of the property had been
let out to guests on weekends.
Saltford Parish Council had also objected to the proposal as
it does not support the creation of Airbnb commercial leisure
accommodation properties or the change of use of family
homes to Airbnb holiday lets within a residential area. In the
appeal statement from the owners’ agents it says: “For the
two days of the week when the property is rented out my
clients adopt a strict management regime for occupiers
during those weekends to ensure that no disturbance is
caused.”
It adds that the level of noise is akin to typical use of the
property by a large family and that no statutory noise
nuisance has been evidenced by the council’s environmental
health department.
The statement also highlights that the holiday let is a valuable
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tourism opportunity for the village.
Several local eateries and firms which benefit from Airbnb
guests wrote in support of the change of use and the
Selwoods, who run Selwood Farm in Norman Road in
Saltford as well as Selwood Manor, as Airbnbs, highlighting
their importance to the village economy.
In response to the appeal some local people have reiterated
their objections on the council’s planning portal. One says:
“As a regular hen do and stag party venue (as advertised on
Airbnb), behaviour can be raucous and out of hand, including
butlers in the buff and guests dressing as penises and
associated singing, shouting and foul language at all hours.
This behaviour is inappropriate for neighbours to be
subjected to.”
Another says: “Obviously noise and disruption have reduced
in recent months due to the COVID-19 restrictions. However,
we are bracing ourselves for a significant resurgence once
normal circumstances return and large groups intent on
partying once more descend upon us.”
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Controversial High Street restrictions in Staple
South Gloucestershire Council has this week done a
U-turn on the controversial traffic scheme it introduced
in Staple Hill High Street two weeks ago.
With lockdown restrictions easing, the changes were
introduced with the idea of enabling people to shop in a safe
environment and keep to social distancing guidelines. But
from the outset there was an outcry and last Monday Michael
Bell, who is one of the local councillors, presented a 300signature petition against the changes to the council’s
Cabinet meeting. He said shopkeepers are extremely
unhappy, especially over the lack of parking, and have been

losing customers and takings.
Concerns have also been expressed about the loss of the
pedestrian-controlled crossing and the fear of an accident,
and some people say it has made the side roads less safe.
Cllr Bell also spoke about increased pollution due to car
engines idling due to the blocked traffic lane caused by the
temporary lights not being synchronised.
The four-week trial introduced at the end of June saw traffic
signals installed on the High Street and the road reduced to
one lane of traffic across the junction with Page Road to
create additional space for pedestrians and cyclists. Traffic

was separated from the pedestrian and cycling areas with
barriers and a temporary crossing put in place.
The council also suspended the signal-controlled pedestrian
crossing as well as some parking bays and a bus bay. Page
Road was closed to through traffic between the free car parks
with no direct access to the High Street for vehicles.
At the end of last week the council announced that it was
“adjusting” the scheme.
“Since the Staple Hill scheme started on Monday 29th June,
we have monitored the High Street and gathered feedback
from residents and businesses which has given us a better

This bus bay has been suspended

The shuttle system has been removed
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Hill removed
understanding of how the High Street is being used and
identified clear ‘pinch points’ for social distancing.
“This has led to the decision to install more appropriate
measures to protect people in the areas where social
distancing is most needed.”
On Sunday the High Street was closed while the current
shuttle system was replaced with:
• Barriers to widen the pavement (using parking spaces) at
‘pinch points’
• A temporary 20mph zone on the High Street from the Hill
House Road junction to the Pendennis Road junction
• Relocating the bus stop to outside the former Lloyds Bank
to create space. The bus shelter itself cannot be moved and
has to stay in place.
From Monday two-way traffic, parking spaces, the pedestrian
crossing on the High Street and access via Page Road were
reinstated and the council said additional social distancing
road signs and pavement markers would be installed.
As part of the trial, Signal Road and Charnell Road have also
been closed to through traffic to prevent congestion on nearby
roads and to improve access to the Bristol & Bath Railway
Path for cyclists and pedestrians. The council says that those
through traffic closures will be reviewed at a later date.
You can provide feedback about the Staple Hill High Street
scheme at www.southglos.gov.uk/streetchanges
The funding for this work comes from central Government
through the West of England Combined Authority (WECA).
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Keynsham High
Street closure in place
The daytime closure of Keynsham High Street came
into effect this week. A barrier now prevents vehicles
from entering the one-way system at the junction with
Charlton Road from 9am to 5pm each day.
The action was taken by B&NES Council under the
emergency powers granted during the COVID-19 crisis
as a means to allow pedestrians more space for social
distancing.
The
Week
In
understands
that
responsibility for
installing
and
removing the barrier
each day has been
passed to volunteers
rather than council
staff.
Cyclists are still
able to use the High
Street
in
both
directions
and
Keynsham
and

District Dial-a-Ride will continues to have access. The
bus stop opposite the Post Office has been removed to
Ashton Way and the number 17 bus has to perform a
lengthy diversion in order to position itself for the
outward journey to Kingswood and Southmead
Hospital. While First had originally planned to use
Charlton Road and West View Road, the inbound 17
now continues along Ashton Way and into Temple
Street before travelling along Albert Road, Park Road
and Rock Road to return to the Ashton Way terminus.
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Fast food exclusion
zones proposed
around South
Glos schools
South Gloucestershire Council was tonight due to
discuss imposing a new planning policy to distance fast
food vendors from local schools.
The introduction of fast food exclusion zones would
restrict the development and licensing of new fast food
outlets within at least 400m of any school in South
Gloucestershire, helping to deter youngsters from the
temptation of junk food in response to rising childhood
obesity rates.
Recently planning inspectors overturned a decision by
the council’s planning committees and allowed a fast
food drive-thru to be built in Bradley Stoke, very close
to a local school.
We’ll update you on this story in next week’s edition.
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Keynsham Town FC
split funds raised
with care home
The COVID-19 outbreak and suspension
of playing has hit local non-league football
clubs like Keynsham Town hard.
As part of the necessary fundraising, they set
up a crowdfunding page and decided they
wanted to support their local community too
so would split whatever funds were raised

50:50 with a local facility. It was decided to
support Charlton House, a residential care
home in Keynsham run by Sirona care &
health, and last week presented them with a
cheque for £830. The home will spend the
money on purchasing a specialist chair to
help improve the lives of residents.

More recycling at
Sort It centres
South Gloucestershire Council’s Sort It recycling centres can now accept clothes, shoes
and textiles.
All items should be dry and you are asked to pair up shoes. Soft furnishings, duvets,
pillows, carpet and accessories such as handbags and belts cannot be put into the
clothing banks.
All four sites – at Mangotsfield, Yate, Thornbury and Little Stoke - are now open and
opening hours have now changed back to 8.30am to 4.30pm seven days a week.
The live camera feed which allows people to check how busy the Mangotsfield centre
is before they decide whether to make a visit has been out of action for some weeks.

Keep in touch, let us know what you think, send
us your news www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Keeping it in
the family
John Pike has just been inaugurated as the new president
of Keynsham Rotary, succeeding his wife Lynne, whose
year in office was blighted by the pandemic.
John takes over under difficult circumstances but with
electronic help says he is determined to keep the club
running as smoothly as possible, until normality
resumes. John is local to Keynsham and South Bristol
and has previously served in the Navy but, more recently
ran his own plumbing business until he retired in 2007.
He joined the Wrington Vale club in 2000 and was
elected president in 2006/2007. He and his wife
transferred to Keynsham Rotary in 2015.
Anyone wishing to join or gain more information about
Rotary International’s charitable activities can email
rotarykeynsham@gmail.com or visit keynshamrotary.
org

Councillors reject
planning officer’s advice
over AEK-BOCO
South Gloucestershire councillors last week shunned the
advice of a planning officer amid concerns that it would
effectively allow Hanham football club AEK-BOCO to
play matches under floodlights at their Greenbank Road
ground every day of the week.
The club secured permission for the 18m high floodlights,
for fencing around the main pitch and two new stands last
year so they can play in a higher league but they still face
hurdles.
They say a planning condition restricts use of the floodlights
just to Toolstation Western League matches, and they want
it changed so that women players can also play under the
floodlights, and for a youth team to compete in a midweek
floodlit league.
The club have also applied to vary the condition on the fence
at the public open space, which they lease from the council.
They say the fence needs to be 1.83 metres to meet FA
regulations. Even though the club specified the height they
needed, a condition of 1.2 metres was imposed last year by
councillors who were concerned that a higher fence would
cause harm to the character of the open space.
With the planning officer recommending to the Development
Control Committee that both changes should be allowed,
Hanham councillor June Bamford spoke to members at their
meeting last Thursday, saying that people living near the
ground are rightly very concerned that removing
‘Toolstation’ from the condition to allow other games to be
The Week in • Wednesday 15th July 2020

John Pike

played “will give AEK-BOCO the green light to using the
floodlights for seven days a week”.
She added: “Although BOCO have only asked for two nights
a week in their original application, if there is no condition
limiting the number of flood-lit evenings, then BOCO could
effectively let matches take place all the week.”
And objector Steve Ashlin, who lives near the ground, told
the committee: “The planning officer is now proposing
giving free rein to the applicant to decide how often to use
the floodlights.”
After a long debate, the committee voted by a majority to
refuse to vary the two conditions, saying that changing the
floodlighting one would lead to increased use of the pitch,
which would impact negatively on people living nearby,
while raising the height of the fence to 1.83m would harm
the public open space.
As the refusal is contrary to the recommendation, the case
must under council rules now be referred to the higher
Spatial Committee. But as the football club appealed in May
to the Secretary of State because the council was taking so
long to deal with the planning application, the decision will
rest with a planning inspector who will take the council’s
findings into account.
But that may still not be the end of the drawn-out saga. If the
inspector allows the changes, it will still be up to the council,
as landlord, to decide whether the club can actually
implement anything.
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Urgent repairs now being
timetabled at primary school
Serious problems with skylights and guttering at
Courtney Primary School in Kingswood have been
highlighted at a council meeting.
Local councillor Pat Rooney, speaking at the council’s
Cabinet meeting last Monday, said she had sent council
leader Toby Savage an urgent email on 19th June describing
“the seriousness of the school fabric”, with water running
down walls, ceiling tiles down throughout the school,
exposed pipes and gaping holes, “and most dangerously the
fact that the water pouring in was channelling near to the
electrics”.
Cllr Rooney said that earlier in the year, Erica Williams, the
Cabinet Member for Schools, Skills and Employment, had
visited the school and been shown around all of the problem
areas inside and outside of the building.
“Promises were made but not kept, so it appears that the
email I sent to you on the 19th has spurred you into action,”
Cllr Rooney said.
She asked if she and the school could have Cllr Savage’s
assurance that all repairs would be carried out as soon as
possible, with a timetable provided that the school would be
“fit for purpose” to welcome back all the children in
September.
Cllr Williams acknowledged it was “extremely frustrating”
for the school and she had an assurance that there is a
timetable of work to be carried out. She said a health and
safety consultant, along with the council’s property services
and the education team, would be meeting at the school this
week for discussions.
Cllr Savage said: “We have a record capital investment
programme. We are reliant on the construction industry being
able to deliver those particular improvement schemes. When
the construction industry is facing the level of uncertainty

that it has done in recent months, that makes it difficult to be
able to give guarantees that work will be done at certain
times. But I think those issues are beginning to improve.
We’re seeing the construction industry begin to return to
some level of normality.”
Courtney Primary School was billed as a sustainable building
ready for the 21st century when it opened in 2010.
This week a council spokesperson said: “The council is
working with Courtney Primary School to agree a
programme of works to the gutters to start during the summer
holiday period. The council is liaising with contractors and
members of staff to agree a timeframe in respect of works to
the skylights.”

And a school spokesperson said: “We are very keen to get
the skylight issue resolved as soon as possible and look
forward to the meeting with the council when we hope to
learn when the repairs can be made.
“We are so proud of our building and grounds, so it has been
frustrating that the work to repair the skylights will not
happen over the summer break. There have been a number
of longstanding issues with weatherproofing on our roof and
guttering, but not so much that have allowed them to detract
from the way we work as a school.
“We were delighted to receive a really positive ‘Good’ Ofsted
report in May 2019 and we are hugely ambitious for both the
school’s and our pupils’ futures.”

Virtual support for parents and carers during pandemic
South Glos Parents & Carers have won
funding to provide a new virtual support
service during the COVID pandemic.
As the health crisis saw the organisation’s
usual support groups temporarily closed, they
sought alternative ways to support their
community.
Director and development support manager
Leonie Pollinger said: "We know that
lockdown is hard for everyone, but the
impact is particularly significant for those
with children and young people who have
additional needs. Much of their usual support
is not available; this is why we felt so
strongly about adapting what we offer to
support parents, carers and their families
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through this difficult time".
The new Virtual Support Service launched in
April includes regular online support group
meetings and one-to-one support via video
call, email and phone. The service, which
will continue through the summer holidays,
has been made possible by the generosity of
the Big Lottery Community Fund and the
Quartet Community Foundation.
Any parent carer of a child or young person
with additional needs living in South Glos,
diagnosed or otherwise is welcome to join the
SGPC community and access the support
offered. For more information and to learn
about Parent Carer participation visit
www.sglospc.org.uk
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Progress made on former
Grange School redevelopment
South Gloucestershire Council says “significant
progress” has recently been made with the future
redevelopment of the former Grange School & Sports
College site in Warmley.
Following on from its masterplanning exercise and
community engagement activities, the council says it is
currently carrying out work to prepare an outline planning
application, which will see the site in Tower Road North
“repurposed” for housing, education and sports uses.
In early February Homes England awarded the council
£4.6m of Accelerated Construction funding to redevelop the
former school site for residential purposes.
The aim is to build new homes to energy efficient standards
above those required in current planning policy. It is
proposed that that there will be a minimum of 150 new
homes on the site of the former secondary school, which
closed in 2016. Numbers had been falling and the buildings
were beyond economic repair.
The redevelopment will also include a new primary school
and potentially additional education facilities. Last summer
the Government approved plans to deliver a new free school
on the site for 420 pupils aged four to 11. The school will be
managed by the Cabot Learning Federation, who also run
Digitech Studio School, which opened on the site in 2015 for
students aged 14 to 19.
Next door is Warmley Park Special School, which shares an
access and has recently undergone a £5.6m expansion.
The council says it is also committed to providing
community sport provision on the site and is currently

exploring how this can best be achieved.
In February a well-attended community engagement event
took place at Warmley Memorial Hall and Community
Centre. Officers from the council and members of the project
team met local residents to explain the nature of the draft
proposals and gain feedback.
The council says the proposals to redevelop the site for
housing, educational and sporting purposes were generally
well received and are being used to inform and develop the
outline planning application.
This week Cllr Steve Reade, Cabinet Member for Planning,
Transport & the Strategic Environment, said: “We are
delighted to receive this Homes England funding, which will
help us achieve some of our aspirations for this precious

parcel of council-owned land.
“Our ambition is to make the best use of this land as possible
and deliver a balance of housing and facilities that provide
for the local community. There is a growing demand for
school places and new homes, and we also want to ensure
some of the space is dedicated to continue providing sport
and leisure activities in the area.”
The council says it is carrying out various surveys to support
the development including demolition of existing buildings.
“Unfortunately, demolition has been delayed by a few
months due to the pandemic. However, following the recent
easement of restrictions the programme for demolition has
now recommenced.”

14 new electric vehicle
charging points in South Glos
South Glos Council has announced that it is installing 14
new electric vehicle (EV) charging points at seven
locations across South Gloucestershire,
The 14 charging points will be located at Emersons Green,
Hanham, Kingswood, Staple Hill, Patchway, Thornbury
and Yate, offering residents and visitors to the area rapid
(43kW+) and fast (7-22kW) charging facilities at a wider
range of locations.
This is the first phase of the council’s roll-out of EV
charging points, with future plans for a number more at
sites across the area.
The new charging points will be installed in public car
parks at: Cecil Road car park in Kingswood (two fast);
Haynes Lane in Staple Hill (one fast); Laburnum Road car
park in Hanham (one fast); The Parade in Patchway (one
fast); Yate Shopping Centre West car park (Station Road
entrance - one rapid and one fast); and
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Mary Street car park, in Thornbury (one fast).
The council is also installing one fast and five rapid charge
points at the flagship West of England charging hub at the
Bristol and Bath Science Park in Emersons Green, which
will also feature a solar canopy. Ultimately the council
aims to install a total of 12 (including both rapid and fast)
EV charging bays at the hub.
Installation of the first batch of charging points is due to
begin from mid-July and all 14 will be operational by the
end of March 2021. Funding has been awarded to the Go
Ultra Low West (GULW) partnership by the Office for
Low Emission Vehicles (OLEV).
Using GULW funding, South Glos Council also hopes to
support other areas including Mangotsfield, Cribbs
Causeway and Filton. Moving beyond the GULW-funded
sites, it is also investigating additional sites in Marshfield
and Frampton Cotterell.
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LETTERS
We’re braced for another
power station application

Reach out if you’re a
carer in need of support

Email: carersliaison@nbt.nhs.uk

Dear Stephen

Dear Becky

Tel: 07557 441 613

People in and around Keynsham will be

Do you look after someone in hospital? Has

Email: carersliaision@uhbw.nhs.uk

greatly

the

a friend or family member recently been

• Angela Robinson (BRI & South Bristol

controversial power station at the old Queen

admitted or discharged, leaving you

Community Hospital)

Charlton quarry site at Charlton Field Lane

struggling to support them? If this is

Tel: 07917 880 375

have been withdrawn (Issue 635).

happening to you, you might feel stressed

Email: carersliaision@uhbw.nhs.uk

However, experience from other similar

and overwhelmed. You might have lots of

Our website is www.carerssupportcentre.

power station sites in other parts of the UK

questions that you’re struggling to find

org.uk and the CarersLine is 0117 965 2200.

shows that we should expect a new

answers to.

Freya Jeffries

Carers Support Centre’s health team liaison

Carers Support Centre

relieved

that

plans

for

application by the end of the year – probably
plans that are even worse than the ones just
withdrawn.
People in Keynsham, downwind of the site,
need to be particularly alert for they will
suffer most from bad smells, more HGV
vehicles and the noise of a working power
station well within earshot. This is not to
mention the health impact of the dust and
fungal spores, particularly on those with
breathing conditions and weak immune
systems.
Protect

Our

Keynsham

Environment

(POKE) has been set up to ensure these
threats don’t become a reality. If you share
our

concerns

please

email

us

at

help.poke.group@gmail.com so we can keep
you updated on developments.
It is highly likely a new application will be
made sooner rather than later. Together we
can make sure we are ready to protect our
local communities from smells, more traffic,
noise and the impact on our health.
Kerry Morgan
Chair, Protect Our Keynsham
Environment (POKE)

Actor highlights charity’s
work during pandemic

Mary’s Meals, featuring Gerard Butler, has
just

been

released.

Love

Reaches

Everywhere sees the Hollywood actor
visiting schools in Liberia and Haiti in the
30-minute feature.
Mary’s Meals normally serves nutritious
meals in schools, attracting impoverished
children to the classroom where they can
gain an education that will one day be their
ladder out of poverty. During the COVID-19
pandemic, we have developed safe methods
of distribution which allow almost all the
children who normally enjoy our meals to eat
at home instead.
Love Reaches Everywhere shows Gerard,
who has starred in films such as 300 and P.S.
I

Love You,

immersing

himself

in

community life – teaching a maths lesson,
planting crops in a school garden, carrying
water from a local well, and even sharing
acting tips with some children.
It is available to watch for free at
marysmeals.org.uk/lovereacheseverywhere
I hope it will be a tonic for your readers at
this uncertain time, showing the difference
donations made here in the UK can make to
little ones living in some of the world’s
poorest countries – and proving that love
really does reach everywhere.

workers are here to provide advice,
information and support in hospitals. The

Volunteers needed

team can provide one-to-one support to

Dear Editor

carers remotely, via telephone and video-

I am the volunteer coordinator for the SEND

call. This includes helping you access

Partnership Service.

appropriate child or adult care services,

We are currently wanting to advertise for

carrying out benefits checks, undertaking

more volunteers and wonder if you might be

carers assessments, and giving emotional

able to share some information for us.

support and advice.

We have linked up with Coram Family and

Although the carers liaison team can’t work

Childcare Trust (https://www.familyandchild

on hospital wards at the moment, they are

caretrust.org/parent-champions-national-

still able to support hospital discharge and

network) to deliver the Parent Champions

provide a valuable way of communicating

Scheme. Our Volunteers have been in the

with health professionals if the person you

Somer Valley area since January 2019 and

care for is in hospital.

the Chew Valley area since autumn

In addition, they have set up an online carers

2019.

hospital café which takes place every two

The role of the volunteers is to attend local

weeks. This is for carers who are looking

events and groups to inform families about

after somebody who is an in-patient in

what the SEND Partnership Service do and

hospital. It’s a place where you can raise

raise awareness of local organisations who

concerns, ask questions and get information.

may also be able to support families who

If you care for someone in hospital, please

have children with Special Educational

don’t hesitate to reach out. Maybe you are

Needs and Disabilities (SEND) and in

coping

particular those having difficulties around

okay

with

your

caring

responsibilities, maybe it depends on the day.

their child’s education.

No matter what your caring situation, Carers

Yours faithfully

Support Centre’s friendly health liaison

Cathryn Bartrum

workers would welcome your call.

SPS Volunteer Co-ordinator
SEND Partnership Service

Dear Editor

Daniel Adams

• Sam Radford (Southmead)

A beautiful new film about the charity

UK Executive Director of Mary’s Meals

Tel: 07557 418 692
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• Tracey Lathrope (BRI)
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Work begins on making
quarry-side road safer
Work was due to begin this week to improve safety on the
quarry-side road in Wick where the old crash barrier has
sunk.
As we reported in May 2019 (Issue 578), residents and Wick
& Abson Parish Council had raised concerns that some 20ft
of land beyond the crash barrier at the top of busy
Naishcombe Hill has disappeared over the years and that the
60-year-old barrier had dropped in places to below the level
of the road, with some of the wooden supports either rotted
away, loose, or missing altogether.
There is a drop of around 100ft to the old quarry, now the

There is a sheer drop on the other side of the
temporary barrier that has now been erected

The cracking road pictured last year

Golden Valley Nature Reserve.
The surface of the road, which is on a bus route, has also been
cracking and the edge falling away.
In our report at the time, South Gloucestershire Council told
us that it had sought the advice of a specialist geotechnical
engineer who had recommended that vegetation be removed
to allow a more thorough inspection of the rock face of the
quarry and the land above.
Last August (Issue 589) the council told us it was monitoring
the road and planning designs for a permanent repair.
Last week a South Glos Council spokesperson told us:
“Ground investigations on Naishcombe Hill involved the
removal of roadside vegetation and this revealed that the
safety barrier has become too low to be effective.
“We have installed temporary traffic signals for the safety of
road users until new measures can be put in place.
“We will be installing new barriers, including a reinforced
concrete ground beam to support the carriageway.”
The work is due to be completed by the end of the month.

Sudoku
1-Easy

Security fence
goes up around
school field
The playing field shared by Redfield Edge Primary
School and The Sir Bernard Lovell Academy in Oldland
Common has now been fenced off.
The two-metre high security fencing and gates allow for
the approved diversion around the perimeter of the field
of public footpath that previously crossed it.
It is officially a school playing field, but has been used
for play, ball games and dog walking for decades.
However, there have been ongoing issues with dog mess
and rubbish left by people using the field.
The gates are locked during school hours for school use
only; outside of these hours and throughout the summer
holidays, the field remains accessible to the public for
recreational use, but dogs are banned.
The schools have said they want to continue to work
closely with local residents to ensure the community can
continue to make the most of the field as long as the
space is used appropriately and responsibly.

SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 19th July

2 -Hard

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green
(10.30am-4pm)
Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm)
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)
Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park
(9.30am-4.30pm)
Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH
(10am-4pm)
Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)
Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds
(10am-4pm)
Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway
(11am-5pm)
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Council launches online
consultation over plans
for two new schools
South Gloucestershire Council
says it wants to hear the views of
local residents about its proposals
for two more schools for the
growing Lyde Green estate.
As part of the plans for the
development of Lyde Green, the
council agreed with housing
developers the transfer of land and
a financial contribution for the
provision of the equivalent of two
primary schools and a contribution
towards a new secondary school.
The council has already delivered
the first primary school which
opened in Willowherb Road in
2015.
It is now planning to bring forward proposals to commission
by September 2022 a new 420-place primary school, plus a
900-place secondary school, made up of 450 places required
to cope with the impact of new housing and 450 places to
meet basic need growth, for children aged 11 to 16. The two
new schools will be co-located on one site off Honeysuckle
Road with separate access and separate play and
accommodation.
Because of the pandemic and consequent difficulties in
holding public meetings, the council is providing all the

Crossword

information relating to the proposals and designs online and
encourages people to respond and make any comments in
advance of the proposals for formal planning approval.
Community access is proposed to sports facilities including
a multi-use games area, 2G all-weather pitch and cricket and
football pitches.
To take part in the public engagement search under
‘Consultations’ on the council’s website. The deadline for
comments is Monday 27th July.
The council is in the process of commissioning multiacademy trusts to run the new schools. It is anticipated that
the announcements will be made this coming autumn.

ACROSS

DOWN

1. Travelling bag (8)

1. Pack (4)

5. Coarse file (4)

2. Large book (4)

7. Navel (9)

3. Apart (5)

9. Alcoholic drink (4)

4. Select group (5)

10. Food fish (4)

5. Comprehensive
defeat (4)

11. Surround with
problems (5)

6. Immobilise (8)

14. Transparent (5)

7. Subway (9)

15. Sturdy (5)

8. Capitulate (9)

16. Musical
composition (5)

11. Freshwater fish (5)

17. Coconut meat (5)

13. In that place (5)

18. Wash lightly (5)

14. Australian parrot (8)

19. Perhaps (5)

20. Legal defence (5)

12. Dusty (anag.) (5)

Ramblers urged to
stick to the public
rights of way
Since the introduction of lockdown there has been a huge
increase in people taking their daily exercise on the
Hanham Hills.
Hanham Abbots Parish Council says however, that it has
come to light that some walkers have been creating their
own informal access through hedgerows into fields that
have no public right of way.
“To protect the grass being grown to make hay, the
farmer has blocked off these gaps to keep the grass
undisturbed and free of dog waste, to enable it to be
harvested and safe to feed his animals.
“There are many public rights of way on the Hanham
Hills but these need to be adhered to.”
There is a map of public rights of way on the council’s
website - www.hanhamabbots-pc.gov.uk

Indian restaurant
plans to expand
Empire of India in Queens Road in Keynsham has
lodged a prior approval request with B&NES Council to
change the use of the empty shop next door.
The takeaway and restaurant wants to expand by
knocking through from No 65 to the retail unit at No 63
which was last used as an upholstery business and has
been empty for some time.
The planning application reference is 20/02361/SRCOU.

22. Church recess (4)

21. Prickly shrub (5)
24. Fasten securely (4) 23. Ages (4)
26. Lawyer (9)
24. Melody (4)
27. Likelihood (4)
28. Water the
ground (8)
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25. Entice (4)

Car park charges resume
Car parking charges at Kings Chase Shopping Centre in
Kingswood resumed last Friday.
They had been suspended during lockdown.
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Calls for WECA to do more
for bus recovery
Transport campaigner David Redgewell says it is “very
disappointing” that many evening, Sunday and rural
bus services are not being restored by the West of
England Combined Authority as the region’s transport
authority.
Mr Redgewell, from South West Transport Network,
speaking at South Gloucestershire Council’s Cabinet meeting
last week gave an example that although the No. 18 Bath to
Kingswood service via Keynsham and North Common is
now running again from Monday to Friday, there is no
weekend service.
He also highlighted that there is still no weekend service on
the 96 from Brislington to the hospital at Hengrove.
Also raised by another campaigner at the meeting was that
the 35 service which links Marshfield to Bristol is still not
running at all so there is the “ludicrous” situation that
someone living in Marshfield has to get a bus to Chippenham
and then the train into the city.
Mr Redgewell said that in neighbouring Gloucestershire, the
county council has managed to restore both evening and
some Sunday services, and rural services in and out of the
Thornbury and Yate area.

He told South Gloucestershire Council leader Toby Savage,
who is also the deputy mayor of WECA, which covers South
Glos, B&NES and Bristol, that if it meant asking the
Department for Transport for more money, the local MPs
could be asked to raise the issue.
Cllr Savage said: “I had not previously heard the comparison
with how other parts of England are managing to recover
their networks but clearly if there is a growing difference,
then we would obviously want to be asking some very
searching questions as to why we are not able to keep up with
that level of progress.
“I’ve always been reassured to date that all effort is being put
into how we can recover our network despite the very tough
circumstances that we continue to deal with on a daily basis.”
He added: “We are aware of the difficulties that people are
currently experiencing with our existing bus network and the
fallout from COVID-19 that continues to impact that. We are
working hard as a council and as a combined authority with
our bus operators to bring our bus network back on stream
to ensure our communities are as connected as they can be
in the current situation.”
Cllr Steve Reade, who represents South Gloucestershire on

David Redgewell

the regional transport board, said he had already spoken with
bus company First and would continue to push for rural
services to be reinstated as soon as is practicable.

Lockdown push-ups raise
more than £900 for hospice
A St George man’s muscle-pumping lockdown challenge is
raising hundreds of pounds for Children’s Hospice South
West (CHSW).
Patrick Connolly has pledged to do 20 push-ups or more a
day until he raises £1,000 for the charity, which is asking
people to “Be Incredible” and do whatever they can,
however they can to help combat a loss in fundraising due
to coronavirus.
Patrick, 37, said he took on the challenge as he was not
able to go to the gym due to lockdown and wanted to put
his time at home to good use for the charity, which holds a
special place in his heart after he visited the Charlton Farm
hospice in Wraxall last year.
Patrick has been posting daily videos of his efforts on
Facebook and said he also hopes his challenge will help to
promote fitness and the mental health benefits of exercise.
Patrick has also run 37km and completed 710 push-ups over
a five-day period to help promote the CHSW’s Virtual
Rainbow Run event. Previously he has supported the
charity by doing a skydive and taking on the Tough Mudder
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endurance event, raising more than £1,500 in total so
far.
Frances Kenneally, CHSW community fundraiser,
said: “Patrick has certainly risen to the challenge to Be
Incredible with Children’s Hospice South West and
help local children and local families who rely on the
charity.
“He was one of the first supporters to contact us about
a fundraising idea when the pandemic started and it’s
been so encouraging to see the creative and inspiring
ideas he, and others who followed, have come up with.
“This support has been invaluable in helping to make
sure that the hospice and its dedicated team can
continue providing care and support to families that
need it now and in the future.”
Follow Patrick’s progress on his Facebook page, or by
searching #twenty21000
To make a donation and help him to reach his £1,000
target, visit https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/Patrick
Connolly8

Patrick Connolly
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Renewed appeal to identify owners of recovered bikes and tools
Police are reissuing their appeal in a final bid to identify

Hanham, but were at first only able to identify 11 bikes as

Your statement could help us build a case to take to court.”

the rightful owners of a number of suspected stolen bikes

stolen.

A man arrested in connection with the seizure remains

and tools seized in January.

This was because many people don’t record the serial number

released under investigation while inquiries continue.

Since they published a dedicated online gallery of items in

and description of their bikes or tools and don’t mark them

The recovered mountain bikes and racing bikes include

March the owners of more than 20 items have been

to make them identifiable. Police say they know that some

Beone, Boardman, Cannondale, Carrera, Cube, Giant, GT,

confirmed. They say now is the time to check the gallery and

people don’t even bother reporting such thefts.

Marin, Orange, Orbea, Planet X, Specialized, Trek and

contact them if you haven’t already.

“This seizure shows it’s always worth reporting, as well as

Whyte makes.The power tools include Bosch, Hilti,

Officers seized a haul of 125 push bikes and frames and more

the benefits of property recording and marking.

Husqvarna, Makita, Stanley, Snap-on and Stihl.

than 60 other items, mainly power tools, from an address in

“If you recognise an item as yours, we want to hear from you

Find out more at https://www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/

– even if you’ve claimed on your insurance and replaced it.

news/recovered-stolen-items

Public Notices

Another recycling centre reopens
to ease demand at Keynsham
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B&NES Council reopened Old Welton Recycling Centre

to 1pm. Residents will be able to select a day and a time

in Midsomer Norton last Thursday under an appointment-

slot by visiting https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/midsomer-

only basis, easing the pressure on the Keynsham one.

norton-recycling-centre

Cllr David Wood, Joint Cabinet Member for Climate

To comply with social distancing requirements the number

Emergency & Neighbourhood Services, said: “We know

of vehicles allowed on site is restricted and the number of

there has been a big demand from residents for the site to

unloading bays has been reduced from 11 to six. Proof of

reopen and we are now in a position to open as staff have

booking and residency checks will be carried out. Staff

been returning to work.

cannot assist people unloading their vehicles.

“We have been running extended hours at our Keynsham

The centre cannot currently accept items for reuse such as

recycling centre to meet demand and will continue to do

textiles and shoes. The recycling centre at Midland Road

so, in addition to Old Welton reopening.

in Bath remains closed for now but the council says it is

“While there is capacity for queuing cars at Pixash Lane,

working on plans to open reduced hours here by the end

there simply isn’t at Old Welton, so in order to reopen

of the month. The number plate system currently used for

safely we are putting a system in to manage visits.”

access to the Pixash Lane Recycling Centre in Keynsham

The council says an online booking system will ensure

remains in use and the site continues to offer extended

queues don’t build up on the A362. The centre will be

operating hours (8am to 6pm Monday to Friday; 8am to

open Monday to Friday from 8am to 4.15pm; on

3.45pm on Saturdays and 8am to 1pm on Sundays). No

Saturdays from 9am to 3.45pm; and on Sundays from 9am

booking is required at Keynsham.
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Many community centres remain closed
Government guidelines now permit the reopening of

planning a “slow and phased”

community centres and halls but many remain closed as

reopening of the centre, sports

there are still limitations in terms of social distancing and

ground and bars, and are conducting

as yet no dancing or keep fit activities or live

a full COVID-19 risk assessment.

performances.

Warmley

Lyde Green Community Association (LGCA) who run the

management team say they are busy

community centre in Willowherb Road say the restrictions

working on plans to reopen the

mean that there are very few activities that are actually

centre which they expect will

allowed and there are many cleaning and supervision

happen in September.

requirements for reopening safely: “LGCA have decided

The Park Centre in Kingswood is

therefore that the centre won’t be opening over the summer.

starting to reopen however and

We really hope to be open in September.”

taking

The management at Emersons Green Village Hall also say

Beechwood Club in Fishponds,

there is a lot of work to do at the hall to prepare for a

which took advantage of the

reopening and no date has yet been set.

building not being used during

Hanham Community Centre’s management say they are

lockdown

Community

bookings,

improvements

Young footballers
return to training

as

to

Centre

has

the

carry

out

including

resur-

facing of the hall floor. The building
has also been repainted inside and

Lyde Green Community Centre remains closed for the summer

out.

Fry Club JFC and Wildcat Girls returned to football

Situations Vacant

training at Somerdale on 4th July under the EFA’s
COVID-19 guidance.
Kelsey Manning, the lead female coach, said: “Having
planned the Wildcat sessions with the removal of all
contact whilst maintaining social distancing was
difficult to plan; however it really worked well and was
great fun with a lot of happy faces at the close.”
The Wildcats train on Saturdays at 10.45am and take
girls aged from five to 12. No previous football
experience is required. Just turn up on Saturdays at
Somerdale Pavilion at the bottom car park.
Fry Club JFC Boys’ Under 12s and 14s play in the Avon

Vacancy
to fill?
Advertising in The
Week In is an
effective and low
cost option.

Youth League on Sundays and are looking for new
players.
If you are interested in joining Fry Club JFC or Wildcats
girls, you can find out more from Bernie Grimes on
07760 197849.

Call Tracy or
Jodie on
0117 986 0381.

Situations Vacant
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Stamp duty
holiday welcomed
Local law specialists FDC Law have welcomed last

Michael Coward, Head of Residential Conveyancing at FDC

week’s stamp duty reduction as a “summer holiday” for

Law, said: “The impact of the COVID-19 pandemic has been

potential home buyers.

stark on the property market. Land Registry comparable data

Chancellor, Rishi Sunak, announced a Stamp Duty Land Tax

shows that transactions lodged with the Land Registry in

(SDLT) holiday from 8th July until 31st March next year.

March 2020 were down up to 38% on March 2019 and

Homebuyers will now only be liable to pay SDLT on house

current average UK house price has fallen by 0.2% compared

values above £500,000 where previously it began at

to February 2020.”

£125,000 (or £300,000 for first time buyers). Based on the

“It certainly wasn’t the summer holiday we would usually

average sale price nationally of £250,000 the tax holiday will

be looking forward to! But I hope today’s welcome

save purchasers upwards of £2,500. The threshold for the

announcement from the Government will encourage buyers

additional 3% levy on second home or buy-to-let properties

and sellers to enter the property market and in turn boost the

has also been extended to £500,000.

numbers of transaction we have been seeing.”

Sudoku Solutions
1-Easy

Tabernacle
stabilisation
plans approved
Proposals to stabilise the Grade I listed Whitfield
Tabernacle in Kingswood have been approved by South
Gloucestershire Council.
The dilapidated building, which dates from 1741, is
widely regarded as the birthplace of the Methodist
movement.
The application was submitted on behalf of the Whitfield
Tabernacle Trust.
The repairs and proposals are aimed at preserving the
structure of the building as the first phase of a
comprehensive scheme for repair and re-use as a
performing arts centre.

Crossword Solution

2-Hard

Service Directory
Aerials

Architectural
Services

Blinds

Blinds

Computers

Foot Health

DEADLINE FOR PLACING DIRECTORY ADVERTS IS FRIDAY 4.30PM
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Service Directory
Garage Doors

Handyman

Locksmiths

Plumbing

Tree Services

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more
Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs
Garden Services

Home Help

£21.00
Painting
& Decorating

+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

Adverts cost £4.20 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper
each insertion
becomes

Home
Maintenance

Waste Disposal

Plumbing

1 week - £21
2 weeks - £18.90
4 wk - £17.85

Roofing

6 wk - £16.80
8 wk - £15.75
12 wk - £14.70
26 wk - £13.65
52 wk - £12.60
All prices per week
exc VAT

Sewing Lessons

Rubbish
Clearance
Cheap and fast
We load and clear any
household, garden,
garage and shed
clearance
Free estimates
Fully licensed
85% recycled

Guttering

Call 0117 9373009

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
The Week in • Wednesday 15th July 2020

at anytime to book
DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

You don't have to book
successive weeks.
You can choose
fortnightly, monthly
or specific insertion
dates as long as the
total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.
Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
15
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