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‘We are watching you’ – say Saltford residents
The group says the ‘night vision eyes’ approach of the signs
has been tried and tested and found to be very effective for
reducing dog fouling offences, for example, by local councils
elsewhere.
The group explains: “Saltford Watch has its own means of
researching social media, gathering information and
forwarding important intelligence gathered to the police
NHW team or B&NES Council. Some of the existing CCTV
cameras in the village have already been updated and
improved; these cover private and publicly owned property
around Saltford. Saltford Watch is not installing any CCTV
itself but after the problems of recent weeks, some venues
may be; that is for them.”
Saltford Watch says it has the
backing of the Avon &
Somerset Police beat manager
for the local area and the
B&NES Council Cabinet
member with responsibilities
for community safety and
related matters also supports
the project. Residents are asked
to continue to report incidents
of crime to the police via 101
(or 999 during an emergency),
or B&NES Council’s ‘Fix My
Traffic congestion led police to close off Saltford High Street
Street’ service for reporting

Continued from page 1
The statement continues: “It is important to underline that
residents and visitors should not feel that privacy is being
threatened. There may be a few wildlife camera traps that
tend to be placed at different interesting locations for
observing wildlife, but may also record images of anti-social
behaviour; these are generally installed on private property.
Other than that, no new surveillance equipment over and
above what already exists will be observing people as they
go about their daily lives in Saltford. The ‘We are watching
you!’ signs are part of work to help the police deter and
prevent crime in Saltford, rather than let it happen
unrecorded and deal with the consequences later.”
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fly-tipping. The group adds that Saltford welcomes all
visitors “who show consideration to our wildlife habitats,
open spaces, the river, woodland areas, public footpaths,
private and public property and especially to residents, some
of whom are self-isolating on health grounds”.

Wombles collect a grant
Saltford Environment Group has made a support grant
of £150 to the Saltford Wombles for additional litterpicking equipment.
The group say the Wombles, who now have more
volunteers than ever, are doing a magnificent job picking
and clearing the huge volumes of litter in and around the
village on a daily basis as lockdown eases.
SEG also thank the waste services team from B&NES
Council who remove the many bags of litter that the
Wombles collect.
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More buses as lockdown eases
First have made a number of changes to local bus
timetables from last weekend with increased
frequencies and services reinstated to reflect the
growing demand.
Most significant of these is the 18 from Bath to
Kingswood via Keynsham and North Common
which is operating hourly during the day from
Monday to Friday. The X39 Bath to Bristol Aquae
service is now running every 12 minutes at peak time
and the 39 via Keynsham also has more frequent
services at weekends. The 178 Radstock to Bristol
service has returned to an hourly service on
weekdays.
Services on the 48 and 49 between Emersons Green,
Downend and the city centre have increased while
weekend services on the 43 and 44 have doubled. The
42 (Bitton to Bristol) now runs every 30 minutes on
weekdays.
Weekend and off-peak operations have also increased
on the 75/76 (Hengrove-Cribbs Causeway) as well
as the 1 and 2 (Broomhill/Stockwood to Cribbs
Causeway). Between Kingswood and Bristol city
centre buses are now departing every 20 minutes on
weekdays and half-hourly at weekends.
The m3 metrobus remains suspended but the
alternative m3x has increased to every 10 minutes on
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weekdays and 30 minutes at weekends. Frequencies
have also increased on the Park & Rides at
Brislington as well as Lansdown and Newbridge in
Bath.
James Freeman, managing director at First West of
England, said: “During the coronavirus lockdown,
our services were reduced to a minimum level, due
to a significant drop in passenger numbers. Over the
last few weeks, we have been gradually increasing
our services to match customer demand as lockdown
has eased.
“We’re pleased now to bring a significant uplift to
many of our services across the region, as
Government announces further changes to lockdown
and we prepare for more customers to start using bus
travel again, in line with Government guidelines.
“We want to remind all customers that it is a legal
requirement to wear a face covering when travelling
by bus, unless you fall within the Government’s
specified exemptions for this rule. Social distancing
measures remain in place on all our buses and we ask
that all customers adhere to these rules to help protect
each other.”
Visit the First West of England website
(www.firstgroup.com/coronaviruswoe) for all the
latest service updates and information.
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Council ‘listening’
as fears over High
Street closure are
flagged up
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South Gloucestershire Council says it is
monitoring the changes and listening to
feedback as the four-week traffic trial in
Staple Hill “settles in”.
The changes which were introduced last
Monday are designed to enable people to
shop in a safe environment and keep to social
distancing guidelines but there have been
reports of problems including traffic
congestion and a drop-off in trade.
Traffic signals have been installed on the
High Street and the road reduced to one lane
of traffic across the junction with Page Road
to create additional space for pedestrians and
cyclists. Traffic has been separated from the
pedestrian and cycling areas with barriers
and a temporary crossing has been put in
place. The council also suspended the signalcontrolled pedestrian crossing as well as
some parking bays and a bus bay.
Page Road has been closed to through traffic
between the free car parks with no direct
access to the High Street for vehicles. The
council has signposted routes to the car parks
from the High Street.
Signal Road and Charnell Road have also
been closed to through traffic to prevent
congestion on nearby roads and to improve
access to the Bristol & Bath Railway Path for
cyclists and pedestrians.
Local councillors have been liaising closely
with the community and raising concerns
with the council. Cllr Michael Bell has
highlighted issues including that queueing
traffic is affecting air quality, that traders
have reported a big drop in customers and are

concerned for their future, and that vehicles
have been constantly entering narrow Upper
Station Road to bypass the lights from both
directions.
A near-miss was reported in Charnell Road
when a truck mounted the pavement to get
past the closure there.
On Friday the council announced: “We have
made some changes to the road closure in
Charnell Road. From Monday (6th July) we
will relocate the temporary closure barriers
to the Teewell Hill end of the road. This is
following feedback from residents and will
help them access their properties.
“We will continue to monitor the changes
and listen to feedback as we allow the
measures to settle in.”
The council says people can comment on the
scheme to Sustrans (the walking and cycling
charity and custodian of the National Cycle
Network) at www.sustrans.org/space-tomove and for more information about the
council’s plans for making public places in
South
Gloucestershire
safer
visit
www.southglos.gov.uk/making-publicplaces-safer
Staple Hill councillor Ian Boulton has
advised people to also give feedback to the
council at transportservices@southglos.
gov.uk He said: “They have asked that you
use the Sustrans link to provide feedback;
however, it appears that there is only room
for less than 300 characters and doesn't
recognise that Staple Hill is part of South
Gloucestershire Council!”
See also page 14

Start date for Keynsham’s closure
Meanwhile, as we reported last week, the temporary closure of Keynsham High Street
has been approved by B&NES Council and will take effect from next Monday (13th
July). Temporary barriers will be in place between 9am and 5pm each day and only
emergency vehicles and the Dial-a-Ride service will be permitted to access the High
Street during these times.
The measures have been put in place under the emergency powers granted to the council
during the pandemic and the closure will remain in place for as long as social distancing
measures are deemed necessary.
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Developers pull the plug
on power plant application
The controversial planning application to
quadruple capacity at a half-built plant
near Keynsham has been withdrawn.
The waste-to-power plant at the old Queen
Charlton quarry site at Charlton Field Lane
closed suddenly in October 2017 when
administrators were appointed.
Last year Resourceful Earth Anaerobic Ltd
submitted new plans to B&NES Council
seeking to increase capacity on the site from
the approved 25,000 tonnes of organic
material per annum to 92,000 tonnes,
sparking concerns from residents and local
councillors, including about bad smells
affecting thousands of Keynsham homes
and a surge in traffic, with 116 proposed HGV movements
per day – every seven minutes of the working day.
The B&NES planning officer handling the case recently
advised the developers’ agents that the application should be
withdrawn and resubmitted to address outstanding matters,
including impact assessments and an environment statement.
He said the council did not have confidence that those
matters could be resolved in a timely fashion: “Therefore the
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council is not willing to agree to an extension of time for
determination of the application to 18th November 2020.”
He said that if the application was not withdrawn, it would
be decided on the basis of what has already been submitted.
“I should advise you that in the latter scenario, I am likely to
recommend refusal of the application. In either scenario the
case would be passed on to the council’s enforcement team
to consider the next course of action.”
The plans have now been formally withdrawn.

Police officers hurt
and man arrested
after ‘incident’ in
Willsbridge
A man was arrested following an incident in Caldicot
Close in Willsbridge last Wednesday in which two police
officers were injured.
South Western Ambulance Service confirmed that they
attended a private address in Willsbridge following a call
at 9.46am.
Avon & Somerset police say that officers were called to
support the ambulance service with an incident they were
dealing with in Caldicot Close at about 10.15am.
Last Thursday a police spokesperson said: “While at the
scene, two police officers sustained an injury. A 46-yearold man was arrested in connection with the incident.
Enquiries continue.”
Details of the incident have not been revealed but people
in the area posted on Facebook that they saw armed
police in the road and three ambulances heading towards
Bath with a police escort.
There was also speculation on Facebook that someone
may have been shot but the police spokesperson said that
there hadn’t been a shooting.
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Concerns over plans for more
A planning application to create another fishing lake and
increase the number of caravans at a campsite at Bitton
is causing controversy.
A field to the north of the application site at Boyd Valley
Lake already has permission, granted retrospectively last
year, for up to 20 touring caravan/camping pitches, and the
remainder has a licence from the Freedom Camping Club for
30 tents.
The application submitted to South Gloucestershire Council
seeks consent for up to an additional 15 caravan pitches, plus
consent for another five pitches near the existing lower pond
to accommodate ‘glamping’ in timber pods and lodge-style
permanent caravans.
Another coarse fishing pond is also proposed, along with
extended toilet facilities and a new sewage treatment plant
near the site entrance on Golden Valley Lane.
There has been a raft of objections to the proposals but
documents of support for the facility and the way it is run
have also been posted on the council’s website.
Objectors say it is inappropriate development in the Green
Belt and are concerned about the additional caravans and
motorhomes that will be generated in single-track lanes in
the area. Comments include: “This will, without a doubt,
cause problems for the many walkers, horse-riders and
cyclists that enjoy and love Golden Valley as it is. The lanes
are narrow with limited passing places - they are not
equipped to deal with yet more traffic coming and going from
the campsite.”
A statement prepared in support of the application by
consultants Vision Planning states that there are no
significant traffic issues but council transport planners have
said they want a full transport statement as the proposed
development is of a “significant size and so we consider that
it is likely to generate a material travel demand”.
Objectors are also worried that there will be increased and
uncontrolled noise; an impact on neighbours’ privacy and
harm to the site’s ecology; and that another lake will make
flooding in the area worse. It has also been flagged up that

there have been four enforcement notices, and that the site
operated illegally during lockdown.
Owner Peter Roberts’ 25-acre site also includes paddocks
that he leases to horse owners. He bought the site 20 years
ago when it was a cornfield and says he has planted more
than 2,000 trees over the years and continues to plant 200
annually, including some that will screen the campsite from
the nearest properties.
This week he said the campsite reopened at the weekend in
accordance with the easing of lockdown. He said the
proposed development is appropriate as fishing and leisure
are permitted in the Green Belt, and that the plans will
increase biodiversity: “This will also contribute towards the
local economy and bring enjoyment to many using the site
for fishing and camping.”
The site is home to a variety of wildlife, including bats, owls,
cormorants, mink, kingfishers and herons. An ecological
assessment prepared as part of the application says that
overall, the proposals will bring an ecological and
biodiversity benefit, although the heavy machinery needed
to build the new pond poses a potential risk to protected
species. The report gives recommendations to minimise the
risk.
Mr Roberts confirmed that there have been four previous
enforcement notices but said three were closed after
discussions with the council. They concerned a relocated
track; four containers and a tenant’s replacement stable; and
a complaint that a new lake was being used as a commercial
fishery when it is was actually a stock pond that had been
enlarged to protect and grow on fish against cormorant
predation.
He said the fourth enforcement notice involved him applying
successfully for retrospective planning permission for 20
camping units and a toilet block; and at the time the council
had also told him that a ‘borrow pit’ on the site, which
sometimes fills with water, is actually a lake and that he must
seek permission for it, hence a new pond being part of the
current application.

Boyd Valley Lake
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caravans and fishing in valley

The site entrance off Golden Valley Lane

Mr Roberts said the creation of another pond will not lead to
flooding as the ones already on the site are spring fed and
collect water coming off the Cotswold escarpment.
He said he has not received any complaints from local people
about noise from the site but has on occasion had to remove
a small number of noisy campers, and the site has strict rules
about lights out at 10pm and no noise between 10pm and
7am.

He also confirmed that the Freedom Camping Club had
temporarily revoked his licence during lockdown after
someone to whom he rents a paddock camped overnight
without his knowledge. He said the matter was quickly
cleared up and his licence was restored within days.
Mr Roberts says he welcomes people to visit the site by
appointment and discuss any issues.
• The planning reference number is P20/10110/F.

One of two proposed ‘glamping’ locations

Elderly woman is targeted by burglars
Two men have been charged in connection with a
distraction burglary in Ellacombe Road in Longwell
Green in which cash and a bank card were stolen from a
woman in her 90s.
The incident happened on Monday 22nd June. The bank
card was later used to buy items in shops in St George and
Hanham.
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Alfie Amith, 26, from Highcross Place in Chertsey, Surrey,
and Frankie Smith, 20, from Almners Road in Lyne,
Surrey, have been charged with one count of burglary and
two counts of fraud by false representation.
Both men appeared before Bristol Magistrates' Court on
Friday 26th June and were remanded in custody to next
appear at Bristol Crown Court on Monday 27th July.
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LETTERS
Dear Editor

No consequences for unregistered
tip users?

Thank you very much to everyone who has helped to make

Dear Editor

1,000 people
turned away from
rave in Warmley

Kingswood bright and cheerful with our floral displays.

Queues at the Mangotsfield Sort It Centre were always bad

Police say that multiple unlicensed music events were

Special thank you to our untiring volunteers. I have put

enough anyway, but since the COVID-19 social distancing

prevented and several large gatherings were disrupted

together the attached collage of our work in Kingswood this

restrictions, waiting times have sky-rocketed.

across the force area over the weekend, including a rave in

Floral thanks

year. We now have a mix of young and established plants, so

Warmley.

the displays will always be improving.

The unlicensed music event was about to take place in an

We have a willing band of waterers who will make sure that

industrial unit when the police turned up and prevented

thirsty plants are cared for in the dry spells.

approximately 1,000 people from entering the building.

The pandemic put paid to our usual hanging baskets and

Officers also seized a vehicle and sound equipment.

barrier troughs and we are also very restricted in the

Several incidents in the St Pauls and Montpelier area of

voluntary activities we can do. In spite of all that, I think we

Bristol were also prevented or disrupted.

have done well.

A significant plan had been put in place to ensure the police
were able to respond quickly to emerging issues and crimes

Jim Whittaker

as bars and restaurants opened for the first time in more than

Secretary, Friends of Kingswood Park
There are often long queues for the Sort It Centre

three months. As expected, demand for their services did
increase but there were no significant incidents of disorder.

However, the screen that shows which unregistered vehicles

during the past week and throughout the weekend with our

(2nd July), I was forced to wait in a queue and watch as a

local authority partners and local businesses to ensure

woman in an unregistered vehicle spent 10 minutes

people were able to enjoy their first night out in months

unloading her rubbish. With the tip being so close to the

safely.

Bristol border, it's clear that some Bristol residents are using

“The vast majority of people behaved responsibly and we’d

the tip, but there appear to be no consequences, making it

like to thank them for ensuring the re-opening of the night-

incredibly frustrating for us South Glos residents being

time economy did not lead to any significant incidents.

forced to wait.

“As part of the proactive policing operation we had in place

I visited the Sort It centre on the way to work again on Friday

officers engaged with anyone involved in a gathering to

morning, and once again I found myself queuing behind an

remind them of their responsibility to control the spread of

unregistered vehicle. The vehicle was ushered into a parking

COVID-19.

space by a member of staff, whereupon the lady began to tip

“Most people officers spoke to were very respectful and

her rubbish. Nothing was said to her at all about being

brought an end to their activities or decided against going

unregistered. I approached a member of staff and asked if

ahead with them and they deserve credit for complying with

unregistered vehicles were no longer being challenged. I was

our requests. In one instance, when it was suspected a rave

given the following response: "To be honest we are only

was about to take place, officers did have to seize equipment

really checking white vans at the moment. There seems to be

to prevent it from happening. I’d like to thank the member

an issue with the software too."

of public who called us about this incident – without their

It's no wonder the poor local residents have to deal with bad

call the incident could have led to significant disruption to

traffic problems outside when anyone can drive in

the local community and to multiple arrests.”

unchallenged to tip their rubbish. Perhaps the council could
clarify what the issue with the software is and when it will
be fixed?
Alan, Kingswood
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Superintendent Mark Edgington said: “We worked tirelessly

are currently on-site is always full. On Thursday morning

He added: “The ongoing public health crisis undoubtedly
continues to frustrate many people but we’re extremely
grateful for the support shown to us this weekend – it
greatly helped us minimise disruption and keep people
safe.”
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Rogue traders jailed for fraudulent
home improvement work
A South Gloucestershire father has been
jailed for three years and his son given an
18-month sentence for their involvement
in a number of fraudulent home
improvement businesses whose victims
were often elderly or vulnerable residents.
David Jones, 69, and his son Luke, 30,
appeared at Bristol Crown Court on 25th
June after pleading guilty in February to a
single charge of participating in a fraudulent
business. The pair were imprisoned and
made subject to a largely indefinite Criminal
Behaviour Order (CBO) banning them from
cold-calling at properties and delivering
leaflets and flyers to them.
The court heard that the case involved a total
of 18 victims of the pair’s tactics from which
they generated in excess of £70,000, but
attempted to gain much more. However,
where costs of rectification works were
known, the losses to victims were put at
£90,000.
The case was taken by South Gloucestershire
Council’s Trading Standards team who first
started investigating the pair four years ago
when they looked into a business called Fix
It Roofing which had targeted two elderly
residents in Warmley by cold-calling them.
It was established that the pair, both of Bank
Road, Pilning, had approached a recently
bereaved 81-year-old resident and initially
made a verbal agreement with her to clean
her uPVC porch for just £70. However, once
she had given her agreement David Jones,

who used the false name of ‘Johnny’, and his
son Luke became intimidating towards her
and demanded more payment, as well as
doing additional work not agreed to. They
drove her to the bank for payment twice and
took a total of £4,618 from her which
basically wiped out her life savings.
Whilst still in Warmley, they agreed to paint
the outside of a 71-year-old resident’s house
for £1,100, but subsequently charged her
£2,250 for the same job.
She reported David Jones being “quite
forceful” and paid the figure demanded
without question.
Both residents were given receipts with a
false business address on, and a surveyor
who examined the jobs for Trading
Standards concluded that they were worth
much less than they were charged and was
also critical of the quality of some work.
Further investigations revealed that the pair
used other business names, such as Fix It
Building & Landscaping, B&C Building and
Landscaping and Fix It Landscaping and
Driveway Contractors, and not only coldcalled victims, but also approached people
advertising for building work to be done on
various online platforms. Several other
victims were also discovered, including a
number traced through banking records in
the name of Luke Jones who accepted
payments for jobs by bank transfer.
Trading Standards officers worked closely
with the council’s anti-social behaviour team

during the investigation, particularly
regarding the CBOs. The CBO is indefinite
in the case of David Jones and, in addition to
banning him from cold-calling and dropping
leaflets, he is indefinitely banned from
working on behalf of himself or another
regarding building maintenance work
without first having specific written approval
from Trading Standards.
Luke Jones is subject to the same CBO

Flats proposed on
former hoardings site
Whitehorse Homes Ltd have put in a
planning
application
to
South
Gloucestershire Council to build a threestorey block of eight self-contained
apartments with access and parking for six

Sudoku
1-Easy

regarding cold-calling and leafleting, but in
his case Trading Standards’ approval of his
involvement in building maintenance work
is only required for 10 years from the date of
his sentence.
Anyone who suspects an elderly or
vulnerable relative or neighbour may be the
victim of rogue trading can report it to
Trading Standards on 0808 223 1133 or by
calling 999 if the suspects are still present.

cars on land on the corner of Soundwell
Road and Ingleside Road in Kingswood.
The land was previously used for
advertising hoardings. The application
reference number is P20/11370/F.

SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 12th July

2 -Hard

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green
(10.30am-4pm)
Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm)
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)
Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park
(9.30am-4.30pm)
Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH
(10am-4pm)
Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)
Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds
(10am-4pm)
Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway
(11am-5pm)
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Anniversary
bench now
in place

Another twist in
AEK-BOCO saga
Even though the final decision has been
taken out of their hands, members of
South
Gloucestershire
Council’s
Development Control Committee are
tomorrow (Thursday) being asked to
decide whether crucial changes can be
made to conditions attached to AEKBOCO’s plans to improve facilities at the
ground they lease in Hanham.
The club say the lighting condition is too
restrictive as they want to use the 18m high
floodlights not just to enable their men’s first
team to compete in the Toolstation Western
League but also to improve facilities for the
women’s team and to allow for an under-18s
team to compete in a midweek floodlit
league. The club have also applied to vary
the condition on a fence they want to erect
around the main pitch which they say needs
to be 1.83 metres to meet FA regulations to

play in Toolstation matches. Currently there
is a condition of 1.2 metres which was
imposed as councillors were originally
concerned about the harm a higher fence
would cause to the character of the open
space at Greenbank Road.
The planning application to vary the
conditions was lodged last September and
with no decision reached by May, the club’s
agents appealed to the Secretary of State.
The decision now lies with the Planning
Inspectorate but councillors are being asked
to reach a resolution as to what the decision
of the council would have been, had it
determined the application within the
approved timescale.
The recommendation from the planning
officer is that the conditions are relaxed as
the club want.
Find out what happens in next week’s issue.

Crossword

A commemorative bench has now
been installed by Bitton Parish
Council on the green at the bottom
of Cherry Garden Road to mark the
75th anniversary of VE Day.
The installation had been delayed
because of the pandemic.

Normal opening hours to resume
at South Glos recycling centres
From next Monday (13th July) the
opening hours for all four Sort It recycling
centres in South Gloucestershire will
revert back to normal (8.30am to 4.30pm).
Little Stoke Sort It recycling centre did
not reopen in mid-May when the other
three – Mangotsfield, Yate and Thornbury
– did. However, it reopened this week,
relieving the pressure on the other centres.
The current hours at all four sites until
next week are 6am to 4.30pm every day.

Library delivery volunteers needed
Volunteers are needed to deliver library books and resources to those who are
housebound in South Gloucestershire.
If you can help email Clare at LibraryVolunteers@southglos.gov.uk

ACROSS

DOWN

1. Concise (8)

1. Celestial body (4)

5. Musical
composition (4)

2. Swear (5)

9. Put on trial (7)

4. Flexible stick (4)

10. Main artery (5)

6. Upstart (7)

3. In the same place (6)

11. Roman goddess (5) 7. Mariner (8)
13. Cry of discovery (6) 8. Worth (5)
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As of next week the sites will have more
parking bays open but are still expected to
be busy and people are asked to only visit
if it is essential to do so. Trailers are not
allowed at any of the sites until further
notice. Last week we reported that the live
camera feed which allows people to check
how busy the Mangotsfield centre is
before they decide whether to make a visit
is out of action. It was still not working as
we went to print again this week.

15. Watered silk (5)

12. Relating to sound (5)

17. Flair (4)

13. Mistake (5)

19. Neither (3)
20. Unsullied (4)

14. Practising
abstinence (8)

21. Lesser (5)

16. Charged particle (3)

23. Very sad (6)

18. Forsake (7)

24. Awaken (5)

21. Bishop's hat (5)

28. Royal house (5)

22. Revolve (6)

29. Goblet (7)

25. County (5)

30. Join (4)

26. Dull pain (4)

31. Extremely
forceful (8)

27. Exploit, deed (4)

Pub not reopening
because of
‘dilapidated’ state
The Old Mail House on Staple Hill High Street will not
be reopening for the foreseeable future.
A statement on Facebook says the management team
(holding company) have taken the decision not to reopen
due to the overall dilapidation of the building which is
not technically their responsibility but that of the pub
company (Star Pubs & Bars) that own the building.
“Unless the pub company can find another holding
company or find someone to take on the lease it is
anyone’s guess when it will open again but in the
meantime please continue providing support to the other
pubs in the Staple Hill area as they do need to now more
than ever.”

Keep in touch, let us know what
you think, send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin
The Week in • Wednesday 8th July 2020

Artists capture the beauty
of nature at Troopers Hill
This is the overall winning entry in the Troopers Hill Art
Competition, organised to celebrate the 25th anniversary
of the site in St George being declared a Local Nature
Reserve. Judges were unanimous in deciding this image,
by Tin Stanton, truly expressed the feeling of the reserve.
Troopers Hill was one of three sites declared Local Nature
Reserves on 22nd June 1995.
It was Troopers Hill’s Young Rangers, led by Skye Anthony,
who proposed the art competition. Supported by fellow

The Week in • Wednesday 8th July 2020

Young Rangers Tyler Mason and Luke Gooding, she
presented the idea to volunteer group the Friends of Troopers
Hill who were enthusiastic in their support.
The competition launched on 1st March with a poster
designed by Skye and artwork from Luke on the Friends of
Troopers Hill website. By the closing date of 31st May, 52
entries had been received from people aged from five
upwards. A number of people mentioned they were
considerably older than 16 when entering the over 16category.
For many the art competition gave a happy distraction to the
impact of COVID-19. Very little change had to be made to
adapt to restrictions. It had always been intended that images
of entries would be submitted via email, and judging moved
to Zoom meeting. The planned public picnic and exhibition
cannot go ahead for the time being, but a new date will be
planned when restrictions are lifted. A virtual exhibition of
all the entries can be seen at www.troopers-hill.org.uk/art25
The range of abilities displayed in the under 12 category
made judging very hard but the judges said the winning entry
in Landscape and Geology from 11-year-old Marcy really
stood out.

The trophy for the overall winner was donated by local firm
Didac Ltd who provide training in furniture and
woodworking skills in their workshop at the Woodwise
Academy on Crews Hole Road.
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South Glos libraries begin
reopening ‘by appointment only’
South Gloucestershire Council is gradually reintroducing

Patchway, Yate and Thornbury. Advance booking is essential.

limited library services.

From next Monday (13th July) these limited services will

As of Monday (6th July) people can visit selected libraries

also be available by appointment only at the libraries in

‘by appointment only’ in line with the latest public health

Cadbury Heath, Downend, Hanham, Staple Hill, Filton,

advice on weekdays between 10am and 4pm and on Saturday

Patchway and Winterbourne. For further updates, including

mornings. The council says that libraries will look and feel

information about how to return items you have on loan, visit

quite different, as changes have been made to keep users and

www.southglos.gov.uk/librarychanges

staff safe. There is a ‘click and collect’ service for library

All libraries will have hand sanitiser at the entrances and

users to order books, DVDs and audiobooks to borrow from

floor markings will be in place so people can follow the

Kingswood, Emersons Green, Yate and Thornbury libraries.

direction of travel required. Bradley Stoke Library will

Online ordering and collection timeslot bookings are now

remain closed for the time being as it is based at the leisure

live at sglibraries.eventbrite.com

centre which is not yet permitted to open.

Free computer use and free Wi-Fi for an hour a day is

Free digital services are still available 24/7 to all library

available at five libraries - Kingswood, Emersons Green,

members.

Bristol libraries prepare
for the next chapter

‘Grab & go’
service in B&NES
As of Monday, B&NES Council began offering a limited
service at Keynsham, Bath Central and Midsomer

Bristol City Council says that from next Monday (13th

no need to return books if you are not able to.

Norton libraries. Opening hours are 10am to 4pm and

July) there will be a ‘call and collect’ service at the city’s

In August, the council is planning to reopen a few branch

books can be returned through designated drop boxes.

Central Library and returned books will be accepted from

libraries, with plans to reopen the Central Library in

There is a limited range of pre-selected books to ‘grab

11am to 4pm Mondays to Saturdays.

September. Libraries are likely to open initially with

and go’. Customers will need their library card to borrow

Books will continue to be automatically renewed during

reduced opening hours and facilities and will include a

these items.

this time and fines will continue to be waived, so there is

range of new measures to ensure everyone’s safety.

All other library services remain suspended.

A431 closure
The A431 Bath Road at Willsbridge was due to close
for three nights this week for essential repairs to the
railway bridge.
South Gloucestershire Council said the road would be
closed from 9pm to 5am last night (Tuesday), tonight
and tomorrow, with a signed diversion in place during
the works.
The council said safe access would be provided for
residents and pedestrians as much as possible.

New Chair of
council elected
Hanham councillor June Bamford was elected as the
new Chair of South Gloucestershire Council at the
virtual meeting of the authority last Wednesday.
The Vice Chair for the coming year will be Yate
councillor Ruth Davis.
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Nightingale Hospital formally
put on standby
The NHS Nightingale Hospital Bristol created on the

advice and guidance, there has been no

University of the West of England’s campus at Frenchay

need to use our hospital.

has formally moved into a standby mode.

“Moving our hospital into a standby

The hospital, which is run by North Bristol NHS Trust, is

mode means that we remain ready and

part of the national effort to respond to the coronavirus health

waiting for when we are needed but are

emergency, providing 300 additional dedicated COVID-19

able to return staff and resources to

intensive care beds for the Severn critical care network if

other services and hospitals for the time

local services need them.

being. This ensures that we are able to

It was created in just three weeks in April in UWE’s

best use our resources to support our

Exhibition and Conference Centre.

Severn region critical care network to

Marie-Noelle Orzel, the hospital’s chief officer, said: "We

care for current patients.

have always said that we hope our hospital is never needed.

“We would like to share our heartfelt

our hosts at UWE, our contractors and providers, our Army

To date, thanks to the hard work of NHS colleagues in the

thanks and gratitude to everyone who has worked with us to

and Ministry of Defence colleagues, volunteers and all other

region and large numbers of people following the expert

create and maintain our hospital, not just our NHS staff but

partners.”

Suspicious
trio in
Corston

Situations Vacant

Three men tried to force the
gates to enter the grounds of
a home in Corston Lane in
Corston at approximately
3.20am on Tuesday 23rd
June.
A resident was disturbed and
called out from a window
and the offenders walked
off.
If you have any information
contact the police on 101.
Alternatively

call

Crimestoppers anonymously
on 0800 555 111.

The Week in • Wednesday 8th July 2020
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Colourful planters
Police advice after
brighten up high street thieves target sheds
as shoppers return
Two garden sheds in Chandag Road in

anonymously on 0800 555 111.

Keynsham were broken into between

Police advise that shed alarms can be

A community project supported by

Sunday 21st and Saturday 27th June and

purchased which may deter some thieves

Bromford is brightening up Staple Hill as

a silver specialised bike and power tools

and suggest people register bikes on the

shoppers return with the easing of the

were stolen.

national

coronavirus lockdown.

If you have any information regarding

https://www.bikeregister.com/ - as they

New planters are being installed up and

this incident, contact the police on 101.

have been successful in reuniting bikes

down the High Street and Broad Street and

Alternatively

and their owners through this website.

call

Crimestoppers

cycle

database

-

old planters are being filled with new plants
as part of the Growing Staple Hill project to

and integration and increase the footfall

Boost for sporting facilities
in Cadbury Heath

using Staple Hill.

Sports facilities in Cadbury Heath are set

purchase a wide range of sporting

purposeful activity to support vulnerable,

to benefit from more than £52,000 of

equipment for football, cricket, tennis and

Square and were immediately gaining praise

isolated and disadvantaged people. BEFF

improvements, thanks to developer

outdoor badminton which will enable

from passers-by and on Facebook.

has been running a gardening club in nearby

funding

them to increase the number of people

The planters have been funded thanks to a

Page

Gloucestershire Council.

able to benefit from using the facilities

£3,000 donation from Bromford’s West of

councillors, the Staple Hill Partnership and

Banjo Island Community and Sports

throughout the year.

England Locality Influence Network. It was

the Friends of Page Park, looked to build on

Association will receive the grant to

South Gloucestershire Council has an

part of thousands of pounds the housing

this

improve drainage on the grass pitches,

ongoing programme of grant applications

association gave out to local groups and

Additionally, once all the planters are in

enhance the changing facilities and

to enhance the quality of its green spaces.

organisations to fund community projects in

place factsheets about each planter will be

the area during the year.

put together and given to local schools to

One of the planters has been filled with herbs

give teachers new activities for outside

that local people will be able to take cuttings

learning.

BS16 art trail planned

from for their own use. Other planters have

If you’d like to get involved, the gardening

The BS16 area is getting an art trail later

pandemic.

been filled with bee-friendly plants,

group will be meeting again in Fountain

this summer. Local artists, makers and

The trail will be on 31st July and 1st and

pollinators and those that help reduce

Square on Wednesdays from 10.30am to

designers will be setting up shop in their

2nd August and is being organised by

emissions in the air.

12.30pm as soon as it's possible. For more

front gardens and driveways, enabling a

BSpoke16. If you're a local artist who

The project in Staple Hill is being led by Be

information keep an eye on the Be

socially distant experience.

wants to take part, or to find out more,

Empowered Farm Futures (BEFF), a local

Empowered Farm Futures and Staple Hill

It will be a chance for them to display

search BSpoke16 on Facebook.

charity that uses horticulture and animal

and Mangotsfield Residents group on

their latest products as many have had

A Google map will be available guiding

therapy as well as other meaningful and

Facebook.

outlets selling their work close due to the

you to the exhibitors’ locations.

bring some colour and interest to the area.
The aim is to reduce pollution, encourage
community interaction, promote inclusion

Planters were installed recently in Fountain

Park

and

together

with

Sudoku Solutions
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Service Directory
Aerials

Foot Health

Garden Services

Locksmiths

Plumbing

Tree Services

Oven Cleaning

Handyman

Architectural
Services

Garden Services

Home
Maintenance

Waste Disposal

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT
per insert
Blinds

Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks

DEADLINE FOR
PLACING
DIRECTORY
ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Wanted

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
Driveways

+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks

Painting
& Decorating

BOOKS, paper ephemera,
postcards, football programmes,
records, toys etc.
Best prices paid. Phone Rick on
01761 232936

Roofing
An advert
like this costs

£21.00
THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
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+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks
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