THE WEEK IN
East Bristol & North East Somerset

24th June 2020

Issue 633

FREE

Read by more than 40,000 people each week

Pitch battle as sports proposals divide opinion
Concerns are being raised about the impact on the local
community if plans for an artificial grass pitch at the
home of Longwell Green Sports FC are given the goahead.
The site is behind the community centre in Shellards Road
and the planning application has been lodged with South
Gloucestershire Council by Longwell Green Community
Association. The proposed sporting facilities also include
spectator stands, 4.5m high fencing and gates, replacement
The Scout hut & community centre

floodlights and acoustic mounds.
Concerns include the erosion of public open space, with

matches); light pollution; an increase in traffic and parking

impact or harm to neighbours or the local environment from

back-to-back bookings on the pitch; noise (including from

problems; and flood risk. However, scores of comments of

noise, light, flood risk or transport-related issues. Although

revellers using the centre’s sports bar after late-night

support have also been lodged. The new pitch will replace a

acknowledging there will be increased traffic movements,

grass football pitch and enable increased sporting provision

the application says there is enough parking provision on site

and facilities for their players, as well as local community

for all club players and community visitors and there will be

sports clubs and visiting groups.

a travel plan/parking management plan in place.

The application says there will be no unacceptable level of

Continued on page 2

Here’s where you can pick up
your copy of The Week In
Supermarkets

booking hall

TR News, Holly Hill, Kingswood

Asda, Longwell Green

Saltford Hall, entrance porch

Goldings, Hanham High Street

Morrisons, Fishponds

Also in this
week’s issue

McColl’s , Hollway Road,

Coop, Downend

Other locations

Stockwood

Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green

Church’s Newsagents, High Street

Poundland, Keynsham

Waitrose, Keynsham

Keynsham

Saltford News

Iceland, Keynsham

Spar, Queens Road, Keynsham

Seafood Plus, Rock Road, Keynsham

McColl’s, Holmoak Road, Keynsham

Savers, Regent Street, Kingswood

Week In dispenser bins

McColl’s , Chandag Road, Keynsham

Keynsham Railway Station,

Petrol Station, Bath Road, Keynsham

Deliveries

passenger shelter, car park side

Fonthill Nursery, Bitton

Krackers Discount (The Crown,

Marksbury Garage forecourt, in front

Chief Trading Post, Oldland Common

Keynsham) is including The Week In

of barber shop

Oldland Post Office

with its home deliveries

Kings Chase Shopping Centre,

Tesco, Longwell Green

Copies are also being included in

Kingswood (outside Sainsbury’s)

McColl’s , Newton Road, Cadbury

deliveries undertaken by Keynsham

Bitton Railway Station, outside

Heath
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Pitch battle as sports proposals divide opinion
Continued from page 1
Alan Jones, chair of Hanham District Green Belt
Conservation Society, has highlighted the group’s concerns
to the council: “The close residents to these proposals have
received no consultation with either the community centre,
nor Longwell Green Sports FC - notification of the proposals
came ‘out of the blue' and has caused considerable unease.
The close proximity of the proposals to residents, particularly
in Palmdale (Close), should surely have warranted discussion
from representatives before submission of an application as
intrusive as this.
“Had the club made the effort to contact these close residents,
they would have learnt of the current nuisance encountered
by them and taken these into account in the application.”
He continues: “The application demonstrates continual
operational hours between 9am and 10pm every Monday to
Saturday and 9am to 8pm on Sundays and bank holidays.
This is relentless! The aspiration in the documentation that
within 15 minutes of cessation of on-field play the facility
will be vacated and 'locked down' appears unrealistic.”
Regarding traffic, he says: “Increased use of facilities has
been identified within the application proposals and will
inevitably bring further traffic and parking. We are
disappointed that South Gloucestershire Council's Transport
Development Control have registered 'no comment' on this
issue. The large membership of Longwell Green Sports FC
demonstrates how active the club is, but it must be
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remembered that the community centre is for all, not just one
activity.”
He adds that while the society accepts that an artificial grass
pitch would provide improved sports provision, the proposals
as they stand are flawed and should be refused.
There is a Scout hut in the grounds of the community centre
and in a letter to the council, the group Scout leader says:
“With the current state of the parking at the premises it falls
on leaders to keep their wits about them and stop a child from
being hurt seriously by the frankly reckless driving. If you
add extra traffic, there will be a lot more issues with
accidents. I feel this hasn't been taken into consideration.”
In a letter, Chris Wyrill, chairman and trustee at Longwell
Green Community Centre, tells the council that the centre is
self-funding and cannot afford to help in any funding of the
new sporting facilities: “However, and most significantly, the
centre would benefit greatly from the development. Currently
every time games are cancelled due to bad weather and
pitches are unplayable, we lose out on users visiting the
centre, which severely reduces our income by several
thousands of pounds each year. This income is so important
and supports the day-to-day operational cost of the centre, so
for us the development is essential to help improve our
income and financial position to support other community
activities.”
One local resident, speaking at the remote meeting of
Oldland Parish Council last Tuesday, said the football club

The current pitch behind the community centre

have “ambushed” members to show their support for the
application, hence the deluge of comments backing it on
South Gloucestershire Council’s website.
Parish councillors said the proposals present a great
opportunity for Longwell Green Community Centre and the
community, but stress local concerns need to be heard and
carefully considered. They want the South Gloucestershire
ward councillors Toby Savage and Christine Price to ‘call in’
the application for consideration by the Development
Management Committee.
Football club chairman John Gibbs spoke to parish
councillors at their previous meeting about the application
when he told them he wants to work with local residents in
addressing their concerns.
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Sinkhole opens up
in Kingswood street
A sinkhole opened up on Cecil Road in Kingswood last
Wednesday.
The road, which is part of the town centre’s one-way
system, was closed and traffic diverted.
On Friday evening South Gloucestershire Council
announced that the hole, which was due to a broken pipe,
had been repaired by Wessex Water and that vehicles
could pass. Resurfacing works were carried out and the
road reopened fully at the weekend.

During the closure the council’s streetworks team and
Wessex Water worked together to sort out access
deliveries to the nearby Lidl store and other businesses.
The opening of the sinkhole followed torrential rain which
caused flooding problems in other areas locally, including
Whitchurch Village, Mangotsfield, and the Golden Valley.
Wessex Water teams were also out in Bitton at the end of
last week carrying out emergency repair work after reports
of sewage being discharged into the River Boyd.
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Anti-racism rally
in Page Park
Staple Hill Community Action Against Racism held a
rally in Page Park on Saturday morning.
People gathered on the cricket pitch in front of the Bean
Tree Café to ‘take the knee’ for eight minutes and 46
seconds – the length of time associated with the killing
of George Floyd in Minneapolis last month - in
solidarity with the Black Lives Matter movement.
Speakers also shared their experiences of working in
local anti-racism initiatives and projects.
The event was family friendly and those attending were
asked to observe social distancing and encouraged to
wear a mask.

Staple Hill Community Action Against Racism
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Willowherb Road
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A petition has been launched calling for
urgent action to tackle the problem of
speeding in Lyde Green where roads have
a 20mph speed limit.
Sadik Al-Hassan, Deputy Mayor at
Emersons Green Town Council, which
covers Lyde Green, has set up the petition on
the change.org website. It is addressed to the
highways authority South Gloucestershire
Council and also to local MP Chris
Skidmore. So far it has been signed by more
than 250 people. Mr Al-Hassan says: “The
community of Lyde Green has been plagued
by speeding on its poorly designed roads.
“Every attempt to date to solve this has failed
and with the primary school and nursery now
at Lyde Green, there is increased risk of harm
from speeding. This problem needs to be
solved before someone gets hurt.
“I believe the only solution is to create an
average speed check net across Lyde Green.
Having automatic number plate recognition
cameras on entrances, exits and points

throughout the estate will allow us to
monitor speeds, monitor traffic volume
through the estate, make sure commercial
vehicles are using the correct entrances and
monitor any construction traffic. This should
be done as a matter of urgency.”
Willowherb Road is the main route though
Lyde Green, going past the community
centre, primary and nursery schools and the
Sainsbury’s Local store. Comments on the
petition include: “The speed of vehicles
going past the community centre and the
school is getting ridiculous. We also need a
crossing for school children before someone
gets hurt or worse.”
A resident of the road writes: “Speed on
Willowherb Road is generally 30-40mph
with the occasional 50+.”
Another says: “The speeds I see on a daily
basis are both frightening and breathtaking
in equal measure.”
Search on the change.org website for ‘Stop
Speeding in Lyde Green.’

@theweekineditor
No material in this publication, nor its associated website (www.theweekin.co.uk) may
be reproduced without the written permission of Keynsham & Saltford Times Ltd. All
rights reserved.
Keynsham & Saltford Times Ltd. t/a The Week In is regulated by IMPRESS: The Independent
Monitor for the Press CIC. As such, we adhere to the IMPRESS complaints
procedure. A copy of this procedure can be found on our website or can be
sent upon written request to the address above.
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Delay to daytime closure of
Keynsham High Street
By the time we went to press, there was still no definite
news on when the temporary closure to traffic of
Keynsham High Street will begin.
As B&NES Council moves into what it described as Phase
2 of its plan to increase pedestrian space to meet social
distancing requirements (Phase 1 being measures taken in
central Bath) we now know that the Keynsham plan was first
raised by the deputy leader Richard Samuels at the end of
May.
The proposal also received support from the Cabinet member
for transport, Joanna Wright and as many as four of
Keynsham’s six ward councillors.
Initially, the temporary ban on all vehicles and cyclists during
the day was to start on Monday 15th June and remain in place
for two weeks before making any decision on prolonging it.
Although B&NES told The Week In on Friday 12th June that
no official statement would be made until the following
week, First Bus were given notice of the closure and had to
quickly come up with a diversion route for the No 17 service
(Charlton Road/West View Road/Rock Road) in time for
Monday 15th June.
As it transpired, no official statement was made by B&NES
last week and Keynsham Town Council was due to meet last
night (Tuesday) to decide whether or not to support the plan.
As we reported last week, Keynsham’s two Lib Dem
councillors, Andy Wait and Hal MacFie, have previously
been supporters of a day-time closure of the High Street and
spent time canvassing reaction from retailers prior to the
reopening of non-essential shops last Monday.
The initial response was either in favour or no opinion but
the two councillors report that even while conducting their
survey, they were struck by the number of people in the High
Street – even before many other shops had opened on 15th
June.
To comply with the existing 2m social distance rule, the
councillors were concerned at just how that could safely be
employed, given the limited pavement widths in Keynsham
High Street. The Government was this week due to bring
forward proposals on how to safely reduce the 2m rule.
When The Week In first published the news on our website
on 12th June, reaction was swift. The publication in the print
edition last Wednesday also generated a lot of reaction, as
can be seen on our Letters pages in this week’s issue.
Of course the whole question of traffic in Keynsham High
Street has been a drawn-out saga going back to the time when
plans to redevelop the old Civic Centre site were first
published. While doom-mongers may yet again predict the
demise of Keynsham town centre once the pedestrianisation
is in place, it is worth remembering that restricting vehicle
space in favour of pedestrians is an emergency measure and,
we understand, initially for a period of time as short as two
weeks. Anything of a more permanent nature would require
a detailed constitutional process.
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Hal MacFie, Charlotte Buxton, Andy Wait and Caitlin Brennan
demonstrate 2m distancing in Keynsham High Street

The last council administration promised residents that it
would look at alternative traffic proposals for Keynsham
High Street but then simply ploughed ahead with the oneway plan it wanted all the time - even after learning that less
than a quarter of the population actually agreed.
No one could ever have imagined the circumstances which

have led to B&NES Council evoking emergency powers in
order to keep the public safe. But it is somehow ironic that
an alternative to the one-way ‘trial’ which could have been
implemented quite easily, may now be put in place. Whether
it works or whether it is preferable to what was there before
is not important. The fact that we actually get to test it, is.
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£2m allocated for
‘fresh start’ to plan
the region’s future
Following the scrapping of the flawed Joint Spatial Plan
for the West of England, £2m will be spent on preparing
a new regional blueprint outlining the development of
homes, infrastructure, jobs and communities.
The new Spatial Development Strategy (SDS) is being seen
as a chance to position the region for post-COVID recovery
and renewal. The West of England Combined Authority
(WECA) will be working with its constituent councils –
B&NES, Bristol and South Gloucestershire – as well as with
neighbouring North Somerset Council on a shared evidence
base. The SDS will be supported by the Local Plans being
developed by each council. Independent planning inspectors
had rejected the West of England Joint Spatial Plan (JSP),
which had set out proposals for future development to meet
the region’s housing, employment and transport needs up to
2036 and it was formally withdrawn in April. The inspectors’
most serious concern was that the selection process for the
12 strategic development locations across B&NES, South
Glos, Bristol and North Somerset had not been sufficiently
robust. Under the JSP, which was years in the making, the

split of at least 105,400 new homes by 2036 had been 14,500
in B&NES, 32,500 in South Gloucestershire, 33,500 in
Bristol and 25,000 in North Somerset.
A report to the WECA committee last Friday on the new SDS
said: “It will be important that this process is evidence-led,
and undertaken in an open-minded way, that doesn’t start
with the answer, and ensuring that we test the reasonable
alternatives against the evidence.”
Initial work will identify the overall amount of housing and
jobs required within the West of England, as well as shared
strategic priorities to achieve sustainable development. The
first phase will be a detailed technical evidence base,
followed by consultation next year. At last Friday’s meeting
£2m in investment for this work was approved.
Regional Mayor Tim Bowles said: “We need a spatial
strategy for our region to give us the sustainable places our
residents and businesses will require for generations to come.
This strategy is a fresh start and will see our region working
together to create a framework for the future that is based on
robust evidence and benefits all of our communities.”

Stepping up the pressure
for more bus services
Leading public transport lobbyist David Redgewell has
called for the regional transport authority to do more to help
people cut off from getting back to work because there are
no buses running.
Addressing the West of England Combined Authority’s
Overview and Scrutiny Committee last week, Mr Redgewell
said: “WECA is doing a good job but it must co-ordinate
more. It must work harder on the provision of the network.”
He said that despite interim emergency timetables
implemented with the help of Government funding, there are
still considerable parts of the Greater Bristol/Bath network
without buses and that young people with shop jobs had been
in touch to say they cannot get to work as there are no
services. Among the routes still not operating are the 37
Bristol to Bath via Hanham and Bitton; the 18 Cribbs
Causeway to Kingswood, North Common, Keynsham and
Bath bus station; and the 35 which links Marshfield to
Bristol. There is no weekend service on the 96 BrislingtonHengrove which serves South Bristol Community Hospital.
Mr Redgewell also said that Radstock is also cut off from
Bristol at weekends.
He also raised concerns at the virtual meeting about the lack
of enforcement on wearing face masks on buses. “It’s very
serious because this pandemic is not over.”
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David Redgewell
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Strategy to grow
the region’s bus
network is adopted
The West of England Combined Authority (WECA) has
adopted its future bus strategy, despite the problems
being caused to the industry by the COVID-19 crisis.
Since 2017 WECA has been the authority responsible for bus
services in Bristol, B&NES and South Gloucestershire, and
as we reported in Issue 617, it launched its long-awaited
strategy for the region through to 2036. Just under 2,000
people responded to the proposals during the consultation in
February and March.
The strategy develops the public transport aims contained
within WECA’s Joint Local Transport Plan and envisages a
doubling of bus usage in the region within the next 16 years
through a shift in the way the bus network operates, moving
towards a system of transport interchanges and introduction
of cross-city and orbital routes. Crucially, the strategy also
includes a significant reallocation of road space to give
priority to buses.
The major caveat to adopting the strategy however is the
effect COVID-19 is having on public transport. At almost the
same time as consultation closed on WECA’s proposals, the
country went into lockdown, reducing bus passengers to less
than 10% of normal levels. Social distancing measures now
limit capacity to just over 20 people on a double-decker and
as lockdown measures have eased, more people are travelling
by bus and putting pressure on operators to provide more
services.
At WECA’s committee meeting last week, a separate agenda
item agreed a bus recovery plan to help the network get back
on its feet, with a warning that full recovery would take years.

In the context of the bus strategy it was considered that the
broader aims towards 2036 were still the same although the
current situation would clearly have a major impact. WECA
will review the strategy in 18 months to see how it aligns
with the state of the bus network then.

£13m investment for cycling
and walking measures
The West of England Combined Authority (WECA) has
agreed £13m investment in measures to encourage cycling
and walking in the region, £3m of which will underwrite
the cost of short-term measures to help people to maintain
social distancing while walking and cycling.
Local councils have been working with WECA to rapidly
plan and implement measures such as widening pavements
and installing pop-up cycle lanes to help people travel
safely while social distancing is required. Schemes in our
area include changes to road space in local high streets to
provide more room for cyclists and pedestrians and to help
with social distancing, including in Hanham, Downend
and Staple Hill.
West of England Mayor Tim Bowles said: “During the
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lockdown many people have taken advantage of quieter
roads to walk or cycle more regularly.
This new funding is helping to make sure we can safely
move around our communities again, but also aims to
create a long-term, positive legacy of more cycling and
walking in the region as restrictions ease. We have a real
opportunity to capture the positive changes we have seen
to improve the physical and mental health of residents and
cut carbon emissions, improve air quality and ease
congestion across the West of England.”
The temporary measures will be reviewed and if successful
it is anticipated that some could form part of the longerterm solutions to encourage cycling and walking.
See also page 11
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LETTERS
Peak-hour delays predicted
for Keynsham
Dear Editor
The new attempt to pedestrianise the High
Street in Keynsham will now probably cause
major peak-hour traffic delays at the St
John’s Church end. (I hope I am wrong).
Surely the easy way to avoid delays and
pollution and give more pedestrian room
would be to remove High Street car parking
and the cycle lane and allow traffic to
continue down the High Street as now or the
delays will be detrimental and divert
shoppers to other areas and again affect
shopping in Keynsham.
Perhaps that is too easy!
David Whalley
Keynsham

Pedestrianisation is a
ludicrous decision
Dear Editor
COVID-19 has been used as an excuse for
many reasons of disruption to our daily lives
and in many cases it is rightly a valid reason,
but in many cases an excuse for certain
people’s own agendas or an excuse for
certain people to be able to avoid their
responsibilities. But to use it to divert traffic
from Keynsham High Street and turn it in to
a no-way street using the reasoning that it is
to assist social distancing for their own
agenda is beyond the pale. I regularly walk
along the High Street and do not see people
walking into the street to keep their distance.
Bunkum. Have the person(s) actually
responsible for this ludicrous decision
looked into the problem they imagine is
happening?
As in Alan Hale using the reason to make it
one-way, to reduce emissions (again
bunkum) where in fact emissions have
increased elsewhere and indeed overall.
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I am a Keynsham resident who does not
drive, with no hidden agenda.
B Charles

Ongoing queuing problems
at Sort It centre
Dear Becky
Despite South Gloucestershire Council's
efforts to control traffic at Mangotsfield
recycling centre, queuing is still a daily
problem for of us residents that live nearby.
When it is working well the council has two
guys acting as traffic controllers. One on the
verge opposite the entrance. The other at the
end of the queuing traffic. Both
communicate with one another and use hand
signals to stop or encourage traffic flow. This
provides a safer way for us residents to skirt
past the queuing traffic and access our
homes.
When this system isn’t in place, us residents
are left queuing behind everyone wanting to
access the recycling centre. It’s bad enough
without the coronavirus pandemic. With the
COVID-19 restrictions in place, the queue
moves so slowly it is adding to the problem
and local residential frustrations.
I’m not sure why things have changed, but
at the moment there are two staff members
stood at the entrance of the site checking
details of motorists waiting to use the site.
The traffic is moving so slowly the staff
members have time to find out the residents’
inside leg measurements and get themselves
on their Christmas card list! Meanwhile
traffic is queuing and residents who live
nearby can’t get past.
I therefore question if this is the best use of
resource and why they aren’t helping with
traffic flow, like the guys had done two
weeks earlier?
I know a slip road is in the process of being
implemented, but it has to traverse a number
of legal, planning and consultation obstacles.

Whilst we wait, there needs to be an interim
traffic management strategy put in place.
One that provides a safer and consistent way
to pass the queuing traffic.
Ian Adams

Council emergency powers
Dear Editor
I found it interesting to read two articles and
a letter in Issue 632.
The front page story regarding the High
Street and its closure to traffic during certain
hours tells us that this step is being carried
out under emergency powers granted in
response to the COVID situation. Now
having thought about this situation and
having given my views to the two Keynsham
East Councillors, I can buy into the
reasoning which provides greater room for
the social distancing as High Street begins to
welcome shoppers again.
However, the letter from Hazel Powe reveals
what I would suggest is an unnecessary use
of ‘special powers’ to grant planning
permission to the development of the old
police station site. Where is the emergency
to provide planning permission to a housing
developer,
particularly
when
the
development has a long history of
opposition. It would seem that opposition is
supported by Cllr Andy Wait in his request
for it to be heard in public by the committee.
So was this an unnecessary use of emergency
power or was it an abuse of power?
Then there was the article on Avon Farm and
its apparent creeping development without
permission but seeking retrospective
permission. There will be the innocent
householder who does something that
needed planning permission, then there will
be those who just get on with it for
commercial reasons. When for two years I
was a planning enforcement officer for
B&NES I found the planning system and

legislation very frustrating because it
seemed to me to favour the transgressor.
I held the view then and my view has not
changed. Where someone builds a house or
a business illegally, the council should send
in the bulldozers and demolish the illegal
development. I think that very soon planning
agents would learn the lesson that the
planning legislation is there for a reason.
Sadly there is a lack of planning enforcement
officers within the council and that is why a
robust enforcement system is needed.
So I trust that the administration will learn to
use the emergency powers in a conservative
manner so that the community will respect
their use when they are absolutely necessary
and that in my opinion was certainly
unnecessary when they were applied to a
commercial concern in the face of known
community opposition.
Yours Sincerely,
Alan Hale (Cllr), Keynsham South Ward

Write to us
The Week In is independent of any political
or commercial interest. We aim to produce
a balanced and accurate view of local news
and welcome comments from our readers.
Normally, we will publish letters in full but
reserve the right to shorten or clarify the
contents or to refuse publication. Please try
to keep letters under 300 words and supply
your full name and address for reasons of
authentication. Only the name and district
where you live will be reproduced.
Anonymity is possible under certain
circumstances.
Copy can be sent by post or, preferably,
e-mail and should arrive at our offices no
later than 9.00am on the Monday of each
week.
E-mail to:admin@theweekin.co.uk

The Week in • Wednesday 24th June 2020

Love’s still blooming for
diamond wedding couple
Marlene and David Pullin from Bitton are celebrating
their 60th wedding anniversary tomorrow (Thursday).
The couple were married on 25th June 1960 in Bethesda
Methodist Church in Temple Street in Keynsham, which has
since been converted to a shop and is now the home of
Simply Carpets.
Marlene, whose maiden name was Palmer, was born and
brought up in Keynsham, and David was raised in Bitton.
They met through her best friend Sybil, who was courting
David’s second cousin, Wallace.
At the time Marlene was working as a nurse in Bristol and
David was a jobbing builder.
They began their married life in a flat in Keynsham and their
first daughter was born there a year later. They moved to their
present home in Golden Valley Lane in Bitton shortly

afterwards, where they went on to have three more daughters.
David built up his own small self-employed business and
over the years has been responsible for countless building
work in the local area. Marlene stopped working while their
daughters were growing up but then worked as a practice
community nurse at her local doctors’ surgery for many
years. Their love of garden and family, as well as being active
members of their local Methodist church, have been amongst
shared interests over the years.
They have 11 grandchildren and two great-grandchildren,
one of whom was born at the beginning of lockdown.
The couple have been self-isolating during the pandemic and
although happy in their garden and blessed by the beautiful
weather, they say they have really missed their family and
look forward to celebrating their milestone anniversary.

Spotlight on our
changing food habits
Residents of South Gloucestershire are being asked to
take part in a survey about how their food habits have
changed during the pandemic and if there are any
positive changes they might stick to in the future.
The coronavirus outbreak has changed the way we live,
including the way we shop, what we buy, how we store
food and plan our meals.
South Gloucestershire Council plans to share the results
of the survey and use them to promote food waste
reduction ideas to residents.
Wasted food has a significant environmental impact and
is one of the biggest contributors to carbon emissions. In
2019 the council declared a climate emergency and has
pledged to become carbon neutral by 2030.
In 2019/20 the council collected 9,256 tonnes of food
waste for recycling which is around 86kg per household.
Some 26% of waste in the average black bin is food
waste. If that was recycled in the food bin or better still,
prevented in the first place, it would save the council
about £783,000 per year. You can take part in the short
survey at https://bit.ly/2YocJkq

Playscheme and
competitions
cancelled

David & Marlene on their wedding day

The couple today

Sudoku
1-Easy

The free playscheme run by Bitton Parish Council every
summer has been cancelled this year because of
coronavirus.
The Bitton in Bloom and creative arts competitions are
also cancelled. The council asks that any children who
have spent time being creative for the competition keep
their work until the competition can be held.

SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 28th June

2 -Hard

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green
(10.30am-4pm)
Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm)
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)
Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park
(9.30am-4.30pm)
Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH
(10am-4pm)
Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)
Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds
(10am-4pm)
Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway
(11am-5pm)
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B&NES Council
facing £53m
shortfall without
promised bailout

Warmley Wheelers
to reopen on 1st July
Warmley Wheelers is reopening on Wednesday 1st July
as lockdown regulations continue to be eased.
Run by the Staple Hill-based Milestones Trust, the project
operates from a shipping container next to Warmley Waiting
Room Café and has access onto the Bristol & Bath Railway
Path and Warmley Forest Park Trail.
Whether you’re a seasoned cyclist, have additional needs or
have never been on a bike before, there is a wide range of
standard and specially-adapted bicycles available.
Project coordinator Andy Underdown says it will be a phased
reopening, with some changes to comply with COVID-19
requirements. It will be open on Wednesdays, Thursdays and

Crossword

Fridays from 10am to 3pm, and access will require prebooking to manage the number of customers on site.
During this first phase the service will be restricted to users
who are able to self-manage or individuals with their carers.
To avoid cross-contamination, cyclists will be required to
provide their own helmets. Bookings can be made from today
(Wednesday) by calling Andy on 07587 034366 or emailing
warmleywheelers@milestonestrust.org.uk
The current arrangements will be reviewed monthly and it is
hoped the service can return to normal as soon as
Government guidelines allow. Andy says he looks forward
to welcoming back regular users and meeting new ones.

ACROSS

DOWN

1. Engine (5)

1. Worker in stone (5)

4. Small raisin (7)

2. Braid of hair (5)

8. Marshal (7)

3. Prepared (5)

9. Similar (5)

4. Close embrace (6)

10. Offensive (5)

5. Cook in oven (5)

13. Salad vegetable (7) 6. Farewell (5)
17. Scarlet (3)

7. Topic (5)

18. Egg on (6)

11. Take land illegally (5)

19. Crushed rock (6)

12. Musical ornament (5)

20. Born as (3)

14. Limit (4)

22. Mexican lizard (7)

15. Jewelled
headdress (5)

25. Social class (5)
28. Endure (5)
29. Moroccan city (7)
30. Perspired (7)
31. Brawny (5)

16. Eclat (anag.) (5)
17. Hire (4)
21. Uplifted (6)
22. Accumulate (5)
23. Oily fruit (5)
24. Open (5)
25. Marine mollusc (5)
26. Unbending (5)
27. Ahead of time (5)
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Bath & North East Somerset Council says funds
promised by the Government to help deal with COVID19 have not been forthcoming, leaving the council with
a shortfall of £53m.
Deputy council leader Richard Samuel said: "The
council's finances have been hit by a double-whammy of
extra spending to help local people get through
lockdown, coupled with a huge loss of our income from
property and tourism attractions.
"Government pledged to cover pandemic-related costs,
but those promises have evaporated, and councils have
been left to pick up the pieces. B&NES has received less
than a fifth of the money we need from central funding.
"Council income helps fund the essential services our
residents rely on - such as waste collections and carers.
We must grasp the nettle and put a recovery plan in place
straight away.
"Savings have to be found, but we are determined that
our plans to tackle the climate emergency, to improve
our streets and local transport and to get going on longawaited projects will be protected.
"We are still ambitious for B&NES. Our priorities are
still to put residents first and safeguard frontline
services.”

Keep in touch, let us know what
you think, send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin

Police seek
witness after
bike theft
The police are asking for help to identify a potential
witness to a bike theft.
The young victim had his black and blue Carrera bike
stolen by another male at 12.45pm on Friday 12th June
on the bridge over the ring road between Emersons
Green and Lyde Green.
The bike has since been recovered but shortly after the
incident a passer-by came to the victim’s assistance and
the police want to identify him. If you can help trace him
call 101 and quote reference 5220128291.
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Maintaining the momentum
for cycling and walking
Data revealed by South Gloucestershire Council shows a
huge increase in the average number of cyclists using the
Bristol & Bath Railway Path since the coronavirus
outbreak.
In the ‘Making public places safer’ booklet, which the
council has produced to explain the environmental measures
it is putting in place in response to the ongoing pandemic, it
highlights the steep rise in the use of the path between March
and May.
Daily use peaked in the fourth week of April, when there
were almost 800 cyclists passing the monitoring point on the
Yate spur of the path at Coxgrove Hill, near Pucklechurch,
compared to just under 300 a day in the same week in 2019.
The report says: “As we start to emerge from lockdown
restrictions, we want to encourage people who have taken up
cycling or been out walking more to continue doing so and

use this as their regular way of getting to work.
“We also want to support families who have taken up cycling
to have the confidence on our roads and cycle paths to carry
on enjoying this exercise and being able to socially distance,
especially as traffic levels start to increase.
“We have already cleared overhangs and vegetation on some
of our busiest cycle routes, including on the Bristol to Bath
Railway Path and the ring road, to maximise the width of
pathways.
“Access to some routes has also been improved and we have
installed social distancing reminder signs and stencils on
pavements.
“We will continue to help people walk and cycle safely as we
investigate pop-up cycle lanes in pinch-point areas.
“These measures will help reduce pollution and congestion
on the roads and help us to also stay active and healthy.”

Report of suspicious
men in South Glos
Police say there have been numerous reports of
suspicious men throughout the South Gloucestershire
area recently. CCTV footage and witnesses have alerted
them to people trying the door handles of vehicles in
Emersons Green and Yate. A vehicle containing three
males drove onto a farm property in Winterbourne. They
claimed they were lost when challenged.
And three men in a dark car were disturbed as they tried
to break into a van in Huckford Road in Winterbourne
at approximately 11.30pm on Sunday 14th June.
Police say that numerous insecure vehicles and homes
have been entered in the area recently and urge people
to ensure that all property is removed from your vehicle
and kept secure whenever not in use. Close and lock all
unattended doors and windows to your home and
outbuildings. Failing to take adequate precautions may
affect any insurance claim.
If you have any information regarding any incident
contact the police on 101, or report it online at
www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/report/
Alternatively call Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800
555 111.

Emergency foodbank
is now closed
Due to a change in circumstances the Red Lion
Emergency Foodbank in Mangotsfield has now closed.
The Staple Hill Community Hub and Staple Hill
Salvation Army continue to offer support for those in
need.

Grants for
village groups
Grants are available for local groups in Whitchurch
Village. Organisations eligible must either have their
headquarters in the village, or regularly meet in the
village, or provide services to parishioners.
For an application form and further details contact
Whitchurch Village Council’s clerk on 01275 839873 or
email info@whitchurchvillagecouncil.co.uk
Applications must be received by Friday 31st July.
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Keynsham on track for
more frequent rail services
from

included

in

Keynsham to Bristol and Bath

business

case

moved a step closer when the West of

construction work begins

England

Authority

on necessary upgrades to

(WECA) approved the next stages of

level crossings along the

the MetroWest rail development.

route.

Earlier plans were to construct a ‘turn

Known as Phase 1a, the

around’ for trains at Bathampton, but it

30-minute frequency on

has now been agreed to extend the

the Bristol Temple Meads

services beyond Bath to Westbury.

to Westbury service also

Network

includes

Half-hourly

Public right of way
application in
Warmley – witnesses
and evidence needed
We are applying to register an official public right of
way with South Gloucestershire Council across the A.

rail

services

Combined

Rail

has

completed

a

the

full

before

similar

feasibility study on improvements

improvements

needed for the Westbury extension and

Severn Beach line. Phase

this is now considered a better value

1b concerns the reopening

week, notably the reopening of the

option

of the Portishead and Pill line.

Henbury line and extension beyond

which

will

also

bring

on

the

improvements for passengers. Once

WECA

costings are completed, these will be

MetroWest Phase 2 at its meeting last

also

agreed

aspects

of

Yate to Gloucester with a new station
at Charfield.

Action to help tackle wave
of anti-social behaviour

Nichols yard (8 London Road, Warmley, BS30 5JG).
Specifically, the route runs from Goldney Avenue to

In response to ongoing problems with anti-social
behaviour in Oldland Common, work is under way to try

London Road as shown on the map
Please get in touch if you have used this route at any
time in the past (even if it was decades ago). We are
collecting witness statements. Council witness forms
will be supplied free of charge upon request. Please
contact the application's appointed co-coordinator at:
Dino Zelenika, 20 London Road, Warmley BS30 5JB

to prevent it escalating and spreading to other areas.
There have been problems on playing fields in Oldland
Common, including with young people gathering in large
groups, drinking alcohol and abusing nitrous oxide canisters
to get high.
And this week Bitton Parish Council told us that it has had
problems over recent weekends in the grounds of its

07792 365 225. dino91@sky.com
Please do not contact South Gloucestershire Council
directly, as submission of the application and witness
statements to the Council is the co-coordinator's
responsibility. All witness statement forms should be
returned to Dino Zelenika upon completion.
Dino Zelenika

community building behind Redfield Edge Primary School,
with youths leaving a lot of mess and urinating in the car
park.

She said the council thanks the group of parents from

Council clerk Kelly Fry, who has been out clearing up after

Redfield Edge who have spent time helping to clear up mess

the gatherings, said that after one weekend there was glass

too. She asks anyone who sees any youths gathering around

smashed all over the car park which had taken her more than

the building to contact the police on 101.

five hours to clear up

Steve Skidmore, the parish development specialist at
neighbouring Oldland Parish Council, liaises closely with
Bitton Parish Council and the local police beat team. He said
he has been working with Creative Youth Network to deploy
teams of detached youth workers to work in the community.

A431 closure in
Longwell Green
The A431 Bath Road in Longwell Green is scheduled
to close for nine nights for major resurfacing works.
The closure, which was due to begin yesterday
(Tuesday), is from 8pm to 6am.
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Spotlight on allotment
site security as it emerges
wildlife perished in blaze
There are plans to make the allotment site
next to the old Warmley Golf Course site
more secure following a recent arson

Community centre expansion approved
A bid to extend Cadbury Heath Hall has
been approved by South Gloucestershire
Council planners.
Demand for space is not always able to be
met at the popular community centre in
School Road. The proposed single-storey
side extension, which will have solar roof
panels, will include an office/meeting

room for use by Oldland Parish Council.
The scheme includes improved energy
efficiency for the whole building, and
design attention has been paid to
continuing problems of criminal damage.
The parish council now aims to cost the
work and then start the task of looking for
funding.

attack.
In last week’s issue we reported on fires that

Royal British Legion
cancel reorganised event

were deliberately started in two sheds on 9th
June which affected crops too. The attack left
the allotment holders very upset. Their site
was also targeted by arsonists last November
when several sheds and benches were set
alight and pots and crops trampled.
The allotment site is managed by Oldland
Parish Council and speaking at last
Tuesday’s remote meeting, Cllr Roger Blake
who is the allotment tenant representative,
revealed that wildlife was also lost in the
latest arson attack including a family of
hedgehogs, frogs, toads and slow worms,
while nesting birds’ habitat had been
destroyed.

can be enhanced. Councillors will be

The council is arranging a skip to help to

updated at the Planning, Highways &

clear up the damage and the clerk will be

Environment Committee meeting on 2nd

investigating ways that security on the site

July.

When Staple Hill & District Royal British
Legion announced that their VE Day 75th
anniversary celebrations planned in Page
Park on 8th May would be cancelled
because of the coronavirus, they
reorganised the event for 29th August.
The plan was to also mark the 75th
anniversary of VJ (Victory over Japan)
Day which falls in August. But due to the
ongoing concerns around COVID-19, the
branch have decided to cancel the double
celebrations.
In a message to the community, branch
chairman Ian Campbell said: “We are

deeply sorry that we have had to take this
decision. There have been many weeks of
planning and I can assure you that we are
as disappointed as you will be.
“Whilst restrictions may be lifted in time
for the day, we are not sure about how
mass gatherings will be permitted.”
Instead the branch will work with the
Friends of Page Park and South
Gloucestershire Council to hold a small
memorial service which will be livestreamed so that the community can
mark the historical event while remaining
safe.

Situations Vacant

Vacancy
to fill?
Advertising in The
Week In is an
effective and low
cost option.
Call Tracy or Jodie on
0117 986 0381.
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Revised holiday scheme
to run in Cadbury Heath
The

Cadbury

Heath-based

Juice

Tuesdays, Wednesday and Thursdays and

Community Project, which runs a Fit and

children will be offered individual

Fed programme during the summer

takeaway packed lunches.

holidays with help from volunteers to

There will be daily activity packs

tackle ‘holiday hunger’, says it will be

including a craft activity, treasure hunts

delivering a revised version this year

and challenges for the children to do at

because of the pandemic.

home. Janice Suffolk, who runs Juice,

The free scheme ensures youngsters get

said: “We haven’t decided yet how we

New lease of life proposed
for vacant unit

healthy meals and enjoy some outdoor

will be exactly delivering Fit and Fed.

exercise but at the present time Juice is

More details will be coming out at the

not going to able to offer the usual sports

beginning of July.”

and activities in Coronation Park due to

To find out more about Juice, which is

Government guidelines.

based in Newton Road, and the help on

South Gloucestershire Council is considering a planning application to turn the former Taylors

Fit and Fed will run from Tuesday 21st

offer call 01454 302302 or visit

Estate Agents unit at The Village in Emersons Green into a cafe/restaurant with a takeaway,

July until Thursday 27th August on

www.juicecic.com/

and to install an extraction flue system.

Sudoku Solutions
1-Easy

Crossword Solution

2-Hard

Service Directory
Aerials

Architectural
Services

Blinds

Chimney Sweeps

Computers

Driveways

DEADLINE FOR PLACING DIRECTORY ADVERTS IS FRIDAY 4.30PM
14

The Week in • Wednesday 24th June 2020

Service Directory
Foot Health

Guttering

Locksmiths

Plumbing

Tree Services

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more
Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
Handyman

+ VAT

Oven Cleaning

per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

Garden Services

Adverts cost £4.20 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper
each insertion
becomes

Home
Maintenance

Wanted
Painting
& Decorating

BOOKS, paper ephemera,
postcards, football programmes,
records, toys etc.
Best prices paid. Phone Rick on
01761 232936

Waste Disposal

1 week - £21
2 weeks - £18.90
4 wk - £17.85
6 wk - £16.80
8 wk - £15.75
12 wk - £14.70
26 wk - £13.65
52 wk - £12.60
All prices per week
exc VAT

Roofing

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
The Week in • Wednesday 24th June 2020

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

Windows & Doors

You don't have to book
successive weeks.
You can choose
fortnightly, monthly
or specific insertion
dates as long as the
total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.
Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
15
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