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Keynsham High Street to close to all traffic
With more shops re-opening this week, plans are in place

B&NES Council, which is using emergency

to close Keynsham High Street to all traffic to give

powers granted in response to the COVID-19

pedestrians more space to comply with social distancing

crisis for the temporary restriction, held a public

measures.

webinar last Thursday (11th June) to highlight

The pedestrian area will stretch from the junction with

the action it was taking and answer questions

Charlton Road to the top of Bath Hill and will apply between

from the public. Following on from questions

10am and 6pm. The bus stop and cycle lane will also be

regarding the previously published plans to

suspended.

widen pavements and close streets in Bath,

The move follows similar measures taken in Bath and Bristol

Joanna Wright, the joint Cabinet member

city centres where traffic has been restricted or banned from

responsible for transport, said that towns

streets where there are safety concerns for pedestrians

including Keynsham and Radstock were

stepping into the road in order to maintain a safe distance.

included in Phase 2 of the council’s traffic plan. When asked

which date the new restrictions would become effective. At

The decision to pedestrianise Keynsham High Street appears

specifically about Keynsham, she said “something was going

the time we went to press, an official statement from B&NES

to have caught many by surprise, however.

to happen” but didn’t want to give an answer until the plan

had not been released although The Week In was advised that

could be put in place.

this was imminent. As of Monday, First has diverted its 17

Within 24 hours, plans to close off the High Street appeared

bus service away from the High Street, travelling up Charlton

to be in place. The only uncertainty appeared to be precisely

Continued on page 2

Keynsham High Street

Here’s where you can pick up
your copy of The Week In
Supermarkets

booking hall

TR News, Holly Hill, Kingswood

Asda, Longwell Green

Saltford Hall, entrance porch

Goldings, Hanham High Street

Morrisons, Fishponds

McColl’s , Hollway Road,

Coop, Downend

Other locations

Stockwood

Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green

Church’s Newsagents, High Street

Poundland, Keynsham

Waitrose, Keynsham

Keynsham

Saltford News

Iceland, Keynsham

Spar, Queens Road, Keynsham

Seafood Plus, Rock Road, Keynsham

McColl’s, Holmoak Road, Keynsham

Also in this
week’s issue

Week In dispenser bins

McColl’s , Chandag Road, Keynsham

Deliveries

Keynsham Railway Station,

Petrol Station, Bath Road, Keynsham

Krackers Discount (The Crown,

passenger shelter, car park side

Fonthill Nursery, Bitton

Keynsham) is including The Week In

Marksbury Garage forecourt, in front

Chief Trading Post, Oldland Common

with its home deliveries

of barber shop

Oldland Post Office

Copies are also being included in

Kings Chase Shopping Centre,

Tesco, Longwell Green

deliveries undertaken by Keynsham

Kingswood (outside Sainsbury’s)

McColl’s , Newton Road, Cadbury

& District Dial-a-Ride

Bitton Railway Station, outside

Heath

Initial plans for commercial
park on the A4
. . . page 3

Council to restrict traffic
outside primary schools
. . . page 4

Latest Saltford farm
plan rejected
. . . page 6

Poets’ corner during
lockdown
. . . page 14

Keynsham High Street to close to all traffic
Continued from page 1
Road to West View Road and then down
Rock Road in order to arrive in Ashton
Way facing the right direction.
Reaction on social media to the closure
plan was immediate. The story was read
4,000 times on our website within a day
and people took to social media to express
their opinion. One commented: “They
should have done this in the first place
instead of the pointless one-way system”
while another simply said: “Bye-bye
Keynsham.” During the B&NES webinar
last Thursday, Joanna Wright also said she
was liaising closely with the ward
councillors over the traffic plans and that
certainly appears to have been the case in
Keynsham. As we reported in Issue 578
(29th May) Keynsham’s two Lib Dem
councillors, Andy Wait and Hal MacFie,
have been keen proponents of a day-time
closure of the High Street. In that edition
of The Week In they said they were keen
to trial a scheme similar to the one which
has been in place in Chippenham for a few
years.
And, of course, this is not the first time
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that pedestrianisation has featured in the
debate over the future of Keynsham town
centre. When the controversial one-way
system was initially installed, the previous
B&NES administration was clear that
alternative measures such as this could be
considered once the trial period was
completed.
Those promises turned out to be false
when, after surveys concluded that only
23% thought the one-way system was a
success, the ‘trial’ was quietly made
permanent. Even the statutory notice
publicising that decision in September
2018 was printed in a newspaper not read
by people in Keynsham, and attempts to
call the council to task by The Week In
were simply ignored and then batted away
in the most arrogant of fashions by Mark
Shelford, who was the Cabinet member
responsible for transport at that time.
Attitudes have clearly changed with the
new administration at B&NES and last
week, Mark Shelford’s successor made
clear that the current crisis has presented
the council with an option to try
alternative means of managing traffic in

the area. We also understand that initial
discussions have taken place about
how the temporary pedestrianisation
could be enhanced if it proves to be
making a difference. While at this
stage, the closure of the High Street to
traffic is a response to the need for
social distancing as more businesses
open up, longer term it does call into
question the current plan to improve
Keynsham town centre. B&NES
Council has already carried out ground
survey work ahead of the first stage of
public realm improvements to the
High Street, with £1.5m funding
coming from the West of England
Local Enterprise Partnership. Last
year, it was also announced that
Keynsham had been earmarked to
receive a share of the Government’s
Future High Streets Fund.

Andy Wait & Hal MacFie wrote to The Week In last year about
a temporary pedestrianisation of Keynsham High Street

Keeping up to date
As we went to press with this week's issue, work was yet to commence on the High Street
and no date or time set. First Bus advised drivers of the temporary closure as from 15th
June. To keep in touch with developments visit our website - www.theweekin.co.uk
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1,802 vehicle movements a day
from new commercial estate
A planning application is being prepared for a
commercial development on the A4 Bath Road east of
Keynsham which would generate an estimated daily
1,802 vehicle movements.
The 3.7-acre plot – known as Parcel 1991 – is next to the
petrol station on one side and a horticultural nursery on
the other. It stretches from the A4 back to World’s End
Lane.
The site is owned by Places for People Strategic Land and
is currently grassland grazed by horses, but it is allocated
for employment uses in the Bath and North East Somerset
Core Strategy and is not in the Green Belt.
The proposals will be for 5,500sq m floorspace of
“flexible use commercial development” with access from
Bath Road, but prior to any planning application being
lodged, the council is being asked by Rapleys, who are
the landowners’ agents, to decide whether the planned
development meets the threshold for an Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA) to be carried out.
The purpose of an EIA is to ensure that the environmental
effects of a proposed development are properly
considered. Rapleys say that an outline planning
application is being prepared, with all matters except
access reserved for future determination. The proposals
will include cycle links to World’s End Lane to support
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active travel. Hedgerows on three sides of the site would
be retained and the agents say that the development would
not have any significant environmental impacts on
biodiversity. Ecological investigations relating to the site
have been taking place and air quality and noise
assessments will be part of the application.
They add that the new vehicle movements “are not
considered to be significant in the context of the site and
the local area and would not give rise to significant
impacts on the local or sub-regional highway network”.
Crest Nicholson’s Hygge Park – 250 homes and a primary
school – is being built 500 metres to the west of Parcel
1991. Rapleys’ report says there may be some overlap of
construction periods, but it would not cause any
significant cumulative environmental effects.
The reference to search for on B&NES Council’s website
to find out more is 20/01973/SCREEN.
As we reported in Issue 629 last month, developers M +
M Homes Ltd have launched a public consultation about
their plans to build up to 200 homes and community
facilities on a 25-acre site next to Hygge Park.
Known as Withies Green, the land has been removed from
the Green Belt and is safeguarded for future residential
development in the B&NES Core Strategy.
The
draft
proposals
can
be
seen
at

www.withiesgreendevelopment.co.uk until this Friday
(19th June). People are invited to give their feedback
before a planning application is submitted to B&NES
Council by M + M Homes later this year.

Emergency foodbank
set to close
The Red Lion Emergency Foodbank in Mangotsfield
will be closing down later this month.
Local pastor Clive Heath, who put the Mangotsfield
COVID-19 Community Group together, announced on
8th June that the foodbank set up at the village pub
would close in three weeks “as life and business
hopefully moves back to normality”.
“All food left will go to the Staple Hill Hub who we
have been working in conjunction with during this time
so nobody in genuine need will go short. When I first
put the Mangotsfield COVID-19 Community Group
together, Mary (West) was one of the first to volunteer
and offered her pub and support and her and her team
have fed so many people in the community.”
He said they have done an amazing job, and also
thanked Mitchell Hoare from the Grapevine Brasserie
in Mangotsfield for his support.
The foodbank is currently open every day between
10am and noon for donations and food parcels for those
who need them.
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Social distancing measures outside
schools also aim to tackle pollution
South Gloucestershire Council’s Cabinet
has agreed that new measures put in place
to allow for essential social distancing
outside schools also support the objective
of improving air quality for children and
local communities.
However, opposition councillors say the
Conservative administration was wrong to
stop short of issuing fines for idling engines
outside of schools.
Measures already in place at 28 schools in
South Gloucestershire include providing
more space for pedestrians and cyclists and
encouraging people to switch from cars to
more sustainable and healthier methods of
travel.
In a statement the council said: “With the

implementation of these changes having
significantly reduced the number of cars
parked outside of school gates with their
engines running, it has been decided to also
use them to improve air quality outside of
schools.
“This has been helped further by changes
being introduced within schools themselves,
such as staggered drop-off and collection
times. Other changes include additional
signs to remind people of the two-metre rule,
and bollards outside of school gates where
space is limited, with individual plans being
tailored for each school depending on the
size and number of students returning in the
first phase of opening.
“Parking bays have been suspended outside
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Social distancing measures outside St Anne’s Primary School in Oldland Common

of some schools and we will consider further
ways of supporting secondary schools as
they plan a phased return later this month.
“To further support this we are also
amending our parking enforcement policy so
that Penalty Charge Notices (PCNs) can be
issued immediately in high risk areas outside
schools, rather than first allowing two
minutes’ observation time.”
But on the recommendation of Robert Walsh,
the council’s Head of Safe and Strong
Communities, the Cabinet decided not to
adopt regulations which would allow officers
to issue £20 Fixed Penalty Notices (FPNs) to
motorists who leave their engines running
unnecessarily.
His report said: “If the council were to adopt
these regulations it would need to allocate or
employ officers to enforce them. Use of
existing officers would take them away from
existing duties, and the outcome of that work
would be lost unless additional capacity were
taken on.” He said the cost of allocating
four part-time enforcement officers to carry
out this work would cost around £60,000 a
year.
A Freedom of Information Request covering
FPNs issued in 2018 was sent last year to the
only five authorities that had adopted the
regulations, three of which are in London,

and between them they had issued fewer
than 30 Fixed Penalty Notices.
Taking this into account, Cabinet members
agreed with Mr Walsh’s recommendation
that adopting the regulations would not be an
effective method of addressing vehicles
idling outside schools.
But Lib Dem Shadow Cabinet Member for
the Environment, Louise Harris, said:
“Whilst South Gloucestershire’s Cabinet
believes that a small number of fines being
issued in some of those areas of the country
which have adopted these powers represents
failure, we see it as a sign of success –
because it means that people are switching
off their engines when they are waiting
outside schools.
“If the council was prepared to adopt these
regulations, enforce them and run a serious
publicity campaign to help drive a change in
people’s behaviour, I have no doubt that this
would help bring about the change we need
– I am disappointed that the Cabinet has
decided to ignore this opportunity.”
And Labour councillor Katie Cooper said of
the fact that very few fines had been issued
in the five local authorities which had
adopted the regulations: “This is presented
as a failure. Perhaps the low level of tickets
issued is actually an indication of success.”
The Week in • Wednesday 17th June 2020

Funeral firm plans to open at business
park in response to Government plea
Plans to turn two units on the new Warmley Business
Park into a funeral care centre to help meet the “urgent
and pressing need for mortuary space” have been
submitted to South Gloucestershire Council.
A report prepared for Co-op Funeralcare suggests that the
change of use of Units 10 and 11 from general industrial use
would not have an adverse impact on the operation of the
surrounding industrial/warehouse units.
Work on the 15-unit business park was completed last
summer, with the former Amcor Tobacco Packaging factory
demolished to make way for it. A planning report prepared
for the council by the Co-op’s agents says that as of April
2020, seven of the larger units were still vacant, including
the application site.
“Despite a marketing exercise carried out since July 2017,
before the units were constructed, it is clear no other potential
occupiers other than the Co-op Group have been interested
in occupying Units 10 and 11, despite being offered
individually, or in combination due to their large size.”
The report adds: “A business park for industrial uses is
considered a favourable location for a funeral care centre
compared to other locations closer to residential areas.”
It adds that the nearest homes are 200 metres away on Station
Road.

The funeral care centre would create eight to 10 full-time and
part-time jobs. The report explains: “Due to current
circumstances with COVID-19, there is an urgent and
pressing need for mortuary space and the UK Government
have requested that Co-op Funeralcare, as the largest funeral
provider, make every possible effort to secure additional
space for responding to the pandemic.
“Notwithstanding this, Co-op Funeralcare are looking to

occupy the application site on a permanent basis, given
current high level demand, as well as demand into the
future.”
The proposed opening hours would be 8am to 11pm, seven
days a week, although 24-hour access would be required. The
plans include a three-bay car wash cover over six outside car
parking spaces.
The planning reference is P20/09259/F.
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Latest retrospective planning
application at Avon Farm is refused
The latest in a series of “ad hoc” planning applications at
Avon Farm in Saltford has been refused.
Permission has already been granted by B&NES Council,
under delegated powers, for several holiday cottages at the
estate in Avon Lane, although one retrospective application
to change the use of land from agricultural to a holiday let
was refused last year.
The latest application – which was also retrospective - was
to convert an office into a “modest one-bedroom dwelling”
for applicant Clive Franklin’s son, and was being
recommended for approval by the planning case officer.
However, the chair of the council’s planning committee Matt
McCabe agreed to local councillors’ request for the
application to be debated in public because of the level of
activity on the site. And the committee, meeting earlier this
month, agreed with the council’s highways and transport
team which had recommended refusal on the grounds that
the site is in an “unsustainable location”.
A senior highways officer said: “The proposed development
is understood to bring the number of dwellings served by the
private access road to seven. Private roads serving more than
six dwellings should be of an adoptable standard in order
provide adequate residential amenity. There are no details
submitted to show that the existing access has adequate
pedestrian facilities, street lighting or be of a construction
standard required for deliveries and servicing.”
Saltford councillor Alistair Singleton told the online meeting:
“Avon Farm estate buildings and outhouses have been
advertised extensively for Airbnb-type holiday lets at various
times in recent months. There is the Dove Cote (two guests);

Shepherd’s Hut (planning application refused but
nevertheless advertised for two guests); Stable Cottage (six
guests): Tithe Barn (12 guests); Meadow View (six guests);
indeed there was an advert on holidayletmyhome in March
advertising Avon Farmhouse itself which was described as a
beautiful country home that sleeps up to 14.
“If all of these holiday lets were taken at the same time, there
is a potential for over 40 guest visitors on site.”
Cllr Singleton continued: “The argument that this residential
accommodation being applied for is needed to help the
housing supply doesn’t hold up if other parts of the estate are
being used for holiday lets.”
And he added: “There is a car valeting service - Avon
Autobahn – advertised as based at Avon Farm. If planning
permission had been sought for all the holiday lets and
business activity in one go, I believe it would have been
refused. However, the estate has developed in the way it has
by way of a series of ad hoc planning applications and
retrospect certificates of lawful use.”

The one-bedroom property

Avon Farm

Masked men raid
Staple Hill home
Cash, jewellery and an electric scooter
were stolen by masked raiders who broke
into a property in Staple Hill.
The burglary in Irving Close happened on
Thursday 4th June between 10am and
1pm. The unknown men were dressed in
dark clothing. One man is believed to
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have left via the front door and ridden on
the scooter in the direction of James
Road. Police say CCTV inquiries are
being carried out and anyone with
information about what happened is asked
to call 101 and give the reference number
5220121662.

The Week in • Wednesday 17th June 2020

Have your say on
proposed road safety
improvement measures
A series of road safety measures is planned in
Emersons Green and people are being invited to
have their say.
South Gloucestershire Council says that funding is
available to replace priority narrowings on Church
Farm Road and Johnson Road with kerb-to-kerb
speed tables. The scheme will make it easier for buses
to get through and reduce conflict between drivers.
The council is also planning to improve the
pedestrian/cycle crossing across the southern
entrance into Emersons Green Retail Park on
Emerson Way. It says poor visibility makes it difficult
for pedestrians and cyclists to cross Emerson Way
Church Farm Road
safely.
The council is planning to install speed tables at the
council’s website and search under ‘Consultations’.
existing crossing, including the removal of the existing block If you would like copies of the documents either emailed or
paving. Vegetation will also be removed and existing posted to you, call 01454 864215. Due to COVID-19
segregated paths in the area, which are currently not up to emergency restrictions, the documents cannot be placed at
standard, will be converted to shared use paths.
any public building.
To find out more about both sets of proposals visit the The consultations close on 6th July.
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Cracking down on
use of A-boards
Among the issues discussed at the B&NES Council
webinar last week was the use of A-boards by
shopkeepers.
The matter was raised in a question from a member of
the public, concerned that the council’s move to widen
pavements to maintain social distancing would be
compromised by retailers placing A-boards outside their
premises. Although there are regulations in place
already regarding space and pavement widths, Paul
Crossley, the Cabinet member for commercial services,
accepted that the council has thus far been fairly relaxed
about compliance.
He now felt that a firmer response to obstructions would
be needed as people try to maintain a two-metre
distance on the High Street. Alison Herbert, from the
Bath Improvement District (BID), suggested that more
use of pavement graphics, such as BID has already
employed in central Bath, may be a way for retailers to
promote their premises without the need for A-boards.

Keep in touch, let us know what
you think, send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin
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LETTERS
We’re so lucky to have
Kingswood Park
Dear Becky
For the last 10 weeks I have been walking
in Kingswood Park and I am very
impressed with the way this park is
maintained by the council.
It looks very beautiful. Over the weeks I
have seen the tulips and wallflowers
bloom, then the alliums, and now the rose
arch is absolutely gorgeous.

I frequently see people working in the park
and sometimes this is an enormous task,
particularly clearing all the rubbish after a
nice weekend, but it is always done as
soon as possible.
My daily walks in this beautiful park have
kept me going through lockdown and I
never before appreciated this park. People
in Kingswood should be grateful to have
this on their doorstep, I certainly am.
Anja Strong

Thanks to People's
Postcode Lottery players
Dear Editor
I would like to thank players of People’s
Postcode Lottery for their continued
support as Cats Protection enters its third
year of funding.
During these challenging times, Cats
Protection is working flat out to keep
caring for cats and the wonderful support
we receive from players has never been
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more appreciated.
People’s Postcode Lottery players have
helped us find loving new homes for
thousands of cats by supporting essential
cat care assistant and volunteer team
leaders roles at our centres across England,
Scotland and Wales, and funding our two
cat behaviour posts (specialists who
provide advice and support to our centres
and branches). In addition, 10,000
microchips have been provided to our
centres, helping to ensure that cats leave
our care with a safe and permanent means
of identification.
Over the coming year, players will also be
supporting our important advocacy work,
helping us create a better world for cats via
campaigns such as Purrfect Landlords and
Microchips Reunite, as well as helping to
cover the overall costs of looking after cats
at our centres.
Anyone wishing to find out more about the
work of Cats Protection, or needing cat
related advice, can visit www.cats.org.uk
James Yeates
Chief Executive, Cats Protection

Butterflies in abundance
Dear Editor
For the second time in a week, we have
walked along The Monarch's Way towards
Meadow Wood and have come across
hundreds of meadow brown butterflies in
the hedgerow. We've never seen so many
and it's an absolute delight to see.
Does anyone know why it's such a good
year for them? We wondered whether it's
because the hedges do not appear to have
been pruned so far this year and there are
more flowers appearing on the trees.
Possibly white beam trees?
If so, this is an appeal to farmers in and
surrounding Keynsham to prune the

hedgerows alongside fields less often.
Once every two years perhaps. Also, to
leave grass uncut along the edges to
encourage insects and let wild flowers
grow. The fields that lead towards the
Meadow Wood are a delight as there are so
many wild flowers in the meadows.
Irene Pearce & Maurice Hanson
Keynsham

Statue statute?
Dear Editor
Following the events in Bristol and other
UK towns and cities, should we not set an
example to the world and remove ALL
statues from our public places?
The plinths would make ideal platforms
for floral displays. Surely this would not
offend anyone.
Mike Openshaw
Hanham

Breach of democracy?
Dear Stephen
I believe that these challenging times have
led to a breach of democracy, with
approval being given to Hawkfield Homes
to build nine houses on the site of the
former Keynsham Police Station.
This application was due to be decided on
5th May so I contacted B&NES more than
a week before, only to be told that it had
already been decided!
Apparently
emergency powers had been given for the
chairman of the Planning Committee to
make this decision on his own! So in spite
of this application being called in by Cllr
Andy Wait on 19th January, numerous
individual objectors, plus objections by
various of B&NES Council’s own
departments, this was decided by one
person who lives in the village of
Englishcombe.

I wonder if he has ever visited the site in
question? To make it clear, the three
houses at the front are of traditional style
and seem quite acceptable. However, the
six houses at the rear are described by
B&NES’
Conservation
Historic
Environment as “huge rear houses which
look cramped, regimented and dominated
by parking and manoeuvring room”. The
arboriculture report also raises a number
of concerns about the large mature trees
adjacent to this site which concerns me
and other residents.
I simply do not understand why there was
such haste to make a decision as
Hawkfield Homes have submitted four
sets of plans over the past 15 months and
surely this could have waited a few more
weeks for a proper democratic hearing
before the full Planning Committee.
Hazel Powe

Saddle up for charity’s
cycling challenge
Dear Editor
With last week being Cycling UK's Bike
Week 2020, I would be grateful if you
could mention the current Virtual Bristol
to Bordeaux Cycle Challenge to raise
funds for PROPS, an award-winning
Bristol charity which is based at the
Vassall Centre in Oldbury Court and runs
work-based activities for young people
with learning disabilities.
In normal times, the B2B Challenge is a
four-day, 500-mile cycle through the
beautiful vineyards of the Medoc, but due
to circumstances this year, the charity has
asked cyclists to participate in a ‘virtual’
ride using their own local routes, or even
static bikes at home, and recording their
mileage on the virtual map.
The reason for riding is even more relevant
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LETTERS
race, even if the reason for the PCSOs
being there in the first place does not!
Geoff Brown
Saltford resident

Open letter to region’s
Mayor Tim Bowles
than ever - the charity, along with many
other small charities - faces the prospect of
some uncertain times over the coming
months. It is not too late if anyone would
like to join the cycle or sponsor a cyclist riders must complete the challenge by
Saturday 4th July, the day B2B 2020
would have arrived in Bordeaux.
Find out more at www.bristol2
bordeaux.org/ and www.propsbristol.org/
Alison Thomas
PROPS

Thanks to everyone who
helped after my fall
Dear Editor
I would like to say thank you to all the
people who offered to help me on
Wednesday morning when I had a nasty
fall near the bottom of the High Street in
Saltford.
Special thanks are due to the two PCSOs
who were nearby when the incident
occurred and ultimately took me to the
Royal United Hospital; to the Bird in Hand
pub for allowing me to sit on their outside
seat, and the gentleman living nearby who
made me a cup of tea.
It all helps to restore my faith in the human

Dear Mr Bowles
On behalf of the residents in Bitton and the
surrounding area, I am writing to draw
your attention to the fact we no longer
have a direct bus to Bath or Bristol. The 37
bus has been withdrawn. For some time
now this route has been reduced; prior to
the present situation the 37 bus only ran
Monday to Saturday with the last buses
departing from Bristol and Bath at around
6.30pm. No buses on a Sunday. This is
despite the area attracting the Bitton Mill
estate for over 100 houses, plus smaller
developments in the surrounding areas.
Now if we want to travel to Bristol, we
have a few options:
Catch the 19 bus to Hambrook, Frenchay
change to the Y1 bus to Bristol - journey
time 1 hour, 11 minutes. The Y1 route is
express via the M32 and Coalpit Heath.
OR catch the 19 to Bath, change at
Windsor Bridge (cross the road), catch the
39 southbound to Bristol city centre then
on to Bristol bus station – journey time 1
hour, 31 minutes. Of course, this assumes
the connecting buses arrive.
Residents, supported by Bitton Parish
Council, have lobbied the directors of First
Bus for a review of the bus services in the
area for some time to no avail. As Mayor

of the West of England you are well placed
to review the whole transport system
between these two eclectic cities. Now it
is more important than ever to support the
businesses. I am writing to you because
you have the power and the budget to give
the residents a fantastic bus service and
improve the cycle lanes. Please support us.
Virginia McNab
cc Cllr Toby Savage, Deputy Mayor
Chris Skidmore MP
Editor, The Week In

Write to us
The Week In is independent of any
political or commercial interest. We aim
to produce a balanced and accurate view
of local news and welcome comments
from our readers.

Families marched in Keynsham on
Monday afternoon to raise awareness
of the Black Lives Matter movement,
while keeping a social distance.
An estimated 200 people, many with
placards, gathered in Keynsham
Memorial Park for the rally, billed as a
child-friendly event.
Chanting “Black Lives Matter”, those
taking part marched along the High
Street and down Bath Hill before going
back into the park through the main
gates.
Avon & Somerset Police had been
notified in order to keep the event safe.

Normally, we will publish letters in full
but reserve the right to shorten or clarify
the contents or to refuse publication.
Please try to keep letters under 300 words
and supply your full name and address for
reasons of authentication. Only the name
and district where you live will be
reproduced. Anonymity is possible under
certain circumstances.
Copy can be sent by post or, preferably,
e-mail and should arrive at our offices
no later than 9.00am on the Monday of
each week.
E-mail to:admin@theweekin.co.uk

Sudoku
1-Easy

Black Lives
Matter rally
in Keynsham

SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 21st June

2 -Hard

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green
(10.30am-4pm)
Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm)
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)
Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park
(9.30am-4.30pm)
Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH
(10am-4pm)
Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)
Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds
(10am-4pm)
Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway
(11am-5pm)
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Opening hours at Sort It
centres are reduced
The opening hours at South Gloucestershire’s Sort It
centres at Mangotsfield, Yate and Thornbury have been
reduced this week.
The three recycling centres reopened for essential use only
on 16th May. The temporary extended opening hours of 6am6pm, seven days a week, changed as of Monday (15th June)
to 6am-4.30pm until further notice.
The sites are still open every day and the council says the
camera at the Mangotsfield centre in Carsons Road is now
online
–
http://213.83.78.76:8001/view/viewer_index.shtml?id=3316
4 - so that residents can check how busy it is before they set
off.
The Little Stoke Sort It recycling centre and the reuse shop
at Thornbury are still closed.

The open sites are accepting the normal range of waste and
recycling except clothing, shoes and textiles which the
council says it cannot recycle at the moment.
There are social distancing measures in place which reduce
the number of vehicles that can be unloaded. You should only
visit if it is unsafe to store waste at home. Trailers are not
currently allowed.
Last Tuesday there were reports of motorists getting caught
up in queues for the Mangotsfield centre stretching back to
the A4174 ring road.
A council spokesperson said this week: “Our Sort It Centre
at Mangotsfield was very busy last Tuesday which resulted
in some queues. Our staff helped to manage the traffic and it
soon dispersed. Traffic management will now remain at the
site while it continues to be busy.”

Keynsham recycling centre now
closing at 6pm on weekdays
Keynsham recycling centre in Pixash Lane is now closing
at the earlier time of 6pm Monday to Friday. B&NES
Council says it made the decision as visitor numbers are
lower after 6pm.
The initial opening hours when the centre reopened on
27th May were 8am-7.30pm Mondays to Fridays. The
site remains open 8am-3.45pm on Saturdays and 8am1pm on Sundays.
The site is open for essential use only. Residents are

Crossword

allowed to visit on certain days based on a number plate
system alternating between odd and even numbers. Today
(Wednesday) is even numbers. You can check the latest
queue
times
before
you
travel
at
https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/keynsham-recycling-centre
The council followed Government guidance to reopen the
Keynsham site and says it is the only one in the district
that can currently safely operate within social distancing
guidelines.

ACROSS

DOWN

1. Imitator (7)

1. Took prisoner (8)

8. Encroach (7)

2. Lavish (5)

9. Feathers (7)

3. Holding device (5)

10. Signified (7)

4. Craft technique (3-3)

11. Miserable (7)

5. Overt (4)

14. Garland (3)
16. Amongst (4)

6. Science of physical
structure (7)

18. Couch (4)

7. Lifeless (4)

19. Wild party (4)

12. Particle (4)

20. Small measure (4)

13. Scheme (4)

21. Negative word (3)

15. Jot (4)

23. Perils (7)

16. Eagerly excited (4)

26. Lost weight (7)

17. Melt (8)

28. First letter (7)

18. Rescuer (7)

29. Gastronome (7)

22. Curiosity (6)

30. Asian river (7)

24. Town near
Inverness (5)
25. Decree (5)
26. Exhale loudly (4)
27. Act without words (4)
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Ava Reynolds

Ava’s sweet way of
helping residents
Eleven-year-old Ava Reynolds, from Emersons Green,
has raised £200 by baking cupcakes for residents at
Brunelcare’s Waverley Gardens extra care housing in
Bishopsworth. The money is being used to purchase two
android tablets for the tenants to help them to stay
connected with friends and family.
Ava raised the funds by baking tasty treats and selling
them to her friends, family and neighbours.

Car crime spree
in Keynsham
Police say that numerous vehicle crimes occurred
throughout Keynsham between midnight and 8am last
Wednesday (10th June).
They say that despite frequent reminders to remove
property from their vehicles and to ensure they are
always locked when left unattended, many of the
vehicles in this crime spree were insecure.
A black Mercedes 220 was stolen from the driveway of
a home in Fieldfare Close after the owner reportedly left
the keys in the vehicle. A man trying the door handles of
other vehicles was caught on CCTV.
Two vehicles in Aesop Drive were entered and searched
and some loose change was stolen from one of them.
At approximately 3.10am the residents of a home in
Titus Way heard noises and saw two men entering their
vehicle. When they called out, the offenders ran off. The
vehicle had been left unlocked.
Some keys were stolen after a car in Trajectus Way was
broken into. And two cars were attacked while parked
on the driveway of a home in Claudius Road. One of the
vehicles was unlocked and this was searched; the second
vehicle was locked and left alone.
If you have any information regarding these incidents
contact the police on 101. Alternatively call
Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111.
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Another arson
attack at
allotment site
There has been another arson attack at
the allotment site at Warmley Golf
Course.
Avon Fire & Rescue Service attended the
scene at 11pm last Wednesday and put out
fires in two sheds.
Victoria Hicks, clerk to Oldland Parish
Council, which runs the allotments, said:
“The local police beat team has been
notified. If anyone has further information
the police will be keen to receive it.
“The damage is significant, not just to the
two sheds but to crops on adjoining plots
along with the upset and distress caused by
this mindless act.”
“The allotment holders are a hardy breed and

will not be deterred. The parish council is
supporting allotmenteers at this difficult
time.”
The matter was due to be discussed at the
council’s online meeting last night
(Tuesday).
In a previous attack last November, several
sheds and benches were set alight and pots
and crops were trampled at the allotment site.
Police subsequently held a public meeting to
offer reassurance.

Rotary Club help Mencap
to the tune of £1,500
This year the Rotary Club of
Keynsham had earmarked a
major part of their community
fundraising
activity
to
supporting Keynsham Mencap.
It had been the intention for the
club to donate the proceeds from
their annual Plant Fair in May
but, as with many other
organisations,
COVID-19
thwarted their plans.
Luckily some funds were
available from last year which,
augmented from Rotary International Foundation sources, raised
a total of £1,500, which has now been
transferred to Keynsham Mencap.
This money is going towards their Music
Man Project which provides enjoyable
and engaging experiences to their
musicians and helps educate the wider
community about the valued work
undertaken by Mencap.
Lisa O’Brien, Keynsham Mencap
chairperson, said: “This donation will
really help in these challenging times.
The Music Man Project, although not

able to meet in person, has used Zoom to
link members and their music together,
encouraging home-made instruments and
certainly bringing joy, particularly to
some of our rather isolated members.”
Keynsham Rotary are keen to support
such community projects and look
forward to being able to resume
fundraising projects in the coming
months.
For information about Rotary activities
and membership visit www.keynsham
rotary.org

Situations Vacant

Architects chosen
by public vote
Agile Homes have been selected by
public vote to co-design new communityled housing in Hillfields.
Hillfields Family & Community Trust ran
an online architects competition and
asked four practices to make a video on
how they will work with the community
on new homes on former wasteland land
next to Hillfields Community Hub.
HF&CT will build around 10 new homes
to benefit local people and those wanting

to put down roots in the area.
The housing will consist of a combination
of flats and houses with parking and
gardens.
The project is one of many communityled schemes being proposed in Bristol,
and the Hillfields project is being
supported by Bristol and Bath Regional
Capital who have previously worked with
projects in Southmead and Lawrence
Weston.
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Vacancy
to fill?
Advertising in The
Week In is an
effective and low
cost option.
Call Tracy or Jodie on
0117 986 0381.
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Community leaders meeting to
discuss COVID-19 response
Almost three months ago, key members of the Saltford

vulnerable residents and those shielding. The following

hardship and yet donated time, resources and their products

community met to agree local actions in response to

week, every household received a leaflet from the hub – a

to support the community.”

COVID-19. Now the parish council is calling another

trusted source - detailing information about the help available

The meeting will be held remotely. If there are any

meeting to discuss Saltford’s response to the pandemic,

to the community.

suggestions or concerns residents would like the group to

including how to support and respond to the village’s

The response to the group’s request for support was

discuss, email clerk@saltfordparishcouncil.gov.uk as soon as

future needs.

overwhelming. The parish council thank in particular the

possible.

This includes the financial impact on residents, local

work of Saltford Community Association, as well as the

businesses and organisations.

many residents who offered their time and resources:

The initial meeting was attended by representatives of the

“Whether through manning the phones, shopping, cooking,

parish council, Saltford Community Association, Saltford

driving, delivering medicines and hot food, calling for a

Primary School, St Mary’s Church, Saltford Foodbank,

friendly chat plus so much more – all the actions helped keep

Saltford

Business

residents safe and made them feel supported during uncertain

Network, Clarkson’s

and worrying times. This support continues to be offered and

Funeral

is greatly appreciated and valued by many.

Directors,

Day Lewis Pharmacy

“The council also extends its thanks to all those in Saltford

and

who are contributing outside formal ‘hub’ volunteering

B&NES

ward

councillors.
Immediate

Chris Warren
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activity. We are aware that many residents have helped their
actions

neighbours in a wide variety of ways and continue to do so.

included setting up a

Further, it has been wonderful seeing so many neighbours

‘Saltford hub’ phone

join together to ‘clap for carers’ and mark the VE Day 75

and email helpline and

commemorations.

recruiting volunteers

“Further, Salford Parish Council wishes to expressly thank

to

the many local businesses who themselves have experienced

assist

more

Woman rescued
from flat above fire
Firefighters who were called to tackle a blaze in the
ground-floor flat of a semi-detached property in
Fishponds rescued a woman from the first floor who
was taken to hospital by ambulance crews suffering
from smoke inhalation and bruising.
Two adults and three children got out before firefighters
from Kingswood and Temple stations arrived at the
burning property in Gill Avenue on the morning of
Wednesday 3rd June.
Representatives from Bristol City Council and the Red
Cross were also in attendance.
The cause of the fire is thought to be accidental.
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Concerns that there are still
no buses on some routes

Talks on bus
network recovery

With many shops reopening this week, First Bus has

The West of England Combined Authority Committee

increased service levels on some routes from Monday to

will discuss the COVID-19 bus network recovery at its

Friday.

meeting on Friday.

They include the 39/X39 Bath to Bristol via Newbridge,

A report to the committee highlights: “The huge loss of

Saltford and Brislington; the 44 and 45 City Centre to

core customer base upon which significant investment

Cadbury Heath via Hanham; the 48 (City Centre to Emersons

has been built over recent years is likely to take many

Green via Fishponds and Downend), 48a (City Centre to

more years to re-establish and operators are likely to

UWE Frenchay campus via Fishponds and Blackberry Hill

incur sustained losses unless they cut back their network

and 49 (City Centre to Lyde Green via Fishponds, Staple Hill,

to reduce costs and/or increase fares.

Mangotsfield, Blackhorse and Emersons Green).

“Both of these actions will reduce the attraction of

Public transport campaigner David Redgewell, addressing

travelling by bus and risk generating a vicious circle

South Gloucestershire Council’s Cabinet meeting last

which the authorities in the West of England have

Monday, welcomed the progress made with funding from the

buses and on Sundays as there are not many of them running:

worked so hard to break out of in recent years. This

Department of Transport to bring back services to the West

“It’s very important that we don’t strand anybody.”

could be further exacerbated if there is a significant

of England as the coronavirus situation evolves, but

And he urged the West of England Combined Authority

switch to car travel as an alternative to bus as people

highlighted that among the services still not operating are the

(WECA) to hold a virtual public transport forum soon for

tentatively return to normal life.”

37 Bristol to Bath via Hanham and Bitton, and route 18

people to raise any concerns. Cllr Steve Reade, South Glos

The virtual meeting will be broadcast on the WECA

(Cribbs Causeway to Kingswood, North Common,

Cabinet Member for Planning, Transport & Strategic

YouTube channel at 10.30am.

Keynsham and Bath bus station).

Environment, said he would take up the issue with WECA.

With buses now modified to allow for social distancing, Mr

For

Redgewell added: “We are going to have to get used to 20

https://www.firstgroup.com/bristol-bath-and-west/news-and-

people on a double-decker bus and 10 on a single-decker bus

service-updates/coronavirus-covid19-service-information

which is going to make considerable difficulties so

• Face coverings are mandatory when using public transport

staggering opening of shops may be important as well.”
He also raised concerns about wheelchair access to late-night
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up-to-date

information

in England as of this week.

about

services

visit

Keep in touch, let us know what
you think, send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin

• See Letters, page 9
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Keynsham’s 551%
increase in foodbank use is
the South West’s highest

‘Glowing’ comments
about care home
Rosedale House Residential Care Home in Brislington
has retained its Good rating following a recent
inspection by the Care Quality Commission.
The report was published last month and followed a
visit by inspectors to the West Town Lane home in

Keynsham Foodbank has been dealing with massive

February. At the time there were 23 people living at

demand during the coronavirus crisis. Figures for April

Rosedale House.

show it increased 551% compared with the same month

The inspection report highlights that residents, many of

a year ago - the largest increase in the South West.

whom have dementia, received care that was

Alan Hale, chairman and coordinator of Keynsham

“exceptionally kind, loving, thoughtful and respectful”.

Foodbank, said foodbanks in the region dealt with an average

The inspectors said: “Everyone we spoke with, and

increase in April of 124% over demand for the same period

received feedback from, spoke in glowing terms about

in 2019.

the service provided.”

In the last fiscal year the Keynsham Foodbank fed 1,283, of
which 612 were children. So far this financial year the

Car blaze on ring road

foodbank has fed 818 people, over half of last year’s total in
just two months.

Crews from Kingswood fire station were called out to

Mr Hale said: "It is hard to comprehend that we in Keynsham

District Dial-a-Ride deliver to the doorstep of recipients.

are standing out for the wrong reasons, the fact that

Keynsham Foodbank, which is part of the Trussell Trust,

significant numbers of local people are clearly struggling due

serves Keynsham, Saltford, nearby villages and the Chew

to a number of factors and the main one is low income and if

Valley. During the crisis, in an effort to help East Bristol

you are on a low income and are then furloughed, that leads

Foodbank, it is also covering a small part of South

to lower wages or delays in wages, and if your job is lost then

Gloucestershire bounded by the A4174 ring road and the

that is even worse.

A420 as far as Wick in the east.

“Our volunteers have been amazing in the way and the spirit

There are donation drop boxes at Tesco and Waitrose in

in which they work. I am very proud of what we do and how

Keynsham, at Saltford Hall and St Mary’s Church Hall in

we do it. None of this would be possible were it not for the

Saltford, at Chew Magna Co-op and at Pensford post office.

kindness of the local community who donate food through

The foodbank is hoping that it will soon be moving its

the supermarket drop boxes every week and for the

warehouse to a new unit. It is currently renting storage

commitment of the volunteers who are never found wanting.”

accommodation in Longwell Green. The foodbank would

Since the COVID-19 crisis began, the foodbank distribution

welcome anyone or any company that might wish to sponsor

centres have closed to walk-ins. Instead they are working

its rent or part of it, or just make a donation.

with virtual vouchers sent via the website to the foodbank

The bank account at sort code 60-12-11, account number

from the professionals who issue the vouchers and then

26641860.

volunteers prepare the food parcels which Keynsham &

Visit the website at https://keynsham.foodbank.org.uk/

Sudoku Solutions
1-Easy
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tackle a car blaze on the A4174 Avon Ring Road near
Hanham last Tuesday morning.
They used breathing apparatus for safety and two high
pressure hose reels to extinguish the fire in the vehicle
which was well alight.
Police were also on the scene. The cause of the fire is
thought to be accidental.

Gardening
volunteers sought
Any volunteers able to help out in the community
garden at the Kingsmeadow@MadeForever hub in
Fisher Road, Kingswood, are asked to email
barbarangome@kingsmeadowmade4ever.org.uk to find
out more.

Crossword Solution

2-Hard
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Service Directory
Aerials

Chimney Sweeps

Garden Services

Home
Maintenance

Plumbing

Tree Services

Computers

Architectural
Services

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

Foot Health

Painting
& Decorating
Guttering

Waste Disposal
Roofing

D.JAMES DECORATING
36 Years’ Experience
Qualified tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902/
01275 831696
Or visit our website
www.djamesdecorating.com

Blinds

Plumbing
An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

Home Help

Sewing Lessons

Windows & Doors

per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM
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