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Call for Army to help protect villages and beauty spots
Police have pledged to step up patrols in response to
the problems that Saltford has been suffering - and
there have been calls for the Army to be deployed to
help them protect villages and beauty spots where
the easing of lockdown has been causing mayhem
and criminal damage.
Last week we reported on the influx of thousands of
visitors, the vast quantities of litter, lack of social
distancing, traffic congestion, people using the
riverbank, fields and verges as a toilet and taking ‘hippy
crack’.
Saltford Environment Group (SEG) have since
condemned the behaviour of a group of about 20 young
people who visited last Tuesday afternoon, “ignoring
any semblance of social distancing”.

The group’s chairman Phil Harding MBE, said: “Not
only did they attack a passing innocent cyclist, breaking
his nose, and trespass in the back gardens of several
residents, but when they returned to the shops before
getting on the bus back towards Bristol, to buy their ice
lollies and sugary drinks, they kicked and damaged a
car door, and used foul expletives back at people who
asked them to pick up their litter which they had
dropped.”
Images of those involved were forwarded to the local

police beat managers.
The parish council contacted MP Jacob Rees-Mogg
about the problems the village has been enduring and
thanked him for obtaining a response from Inspector
Gavin Usher.
The inspector said that officers from the Keynsham
Neighbourhood Team had attended and dealt with the
traffic congestion on the last weekend of May,
supported by officers from the mounted section.
Continued on page 2

Traffic congestion led police to close off Saltford High Street
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“Officers also attended to deal with the other reports of
anti-social behaviour. As much as possible, my team is
intent on preventing further difficulties for residents.”
Insp Usher said officers would maintain regular patrols
in the village to monitor traffic and people, give advice
and enforce breaches of the law. At weekends they will
aim to staff the village with an officer throughout the
working tour of duty, subject to other incidents arising:
“I hope this provides reassurance that we are aware of
the issues and have a patrol plan in place increasing
visibility in the area.”
In a statement on their website, SEG described the
police as “our local heroes” and said they do a fantastic
job in very challenging circumstances, “but they are
struggling to cope which puts residents and visitors
alike at serious risk”.
“It is no wonder therefore that people are asking if they
can have some badly-needed support from the Army,
who have finished building Nightingale Hospitals. This
is not to declare some sort of martial law but to enable
the police to spend more time in the front line,
preventing criminal behaviour as well as finding and
charging those who think they are beyond the reach of

2

the law and any semblance of public decency.
“Let’s hope the Government is listening and deploys
the military in some practical way to enable the police
protect our rural villages and beauty spots more
effectively from a significant minority who are using
the easing of lockdown to cause unrestrained mayhem
and criminal damage at will.”

Praise for caring
young people

Temporary toilets
installed at The Shallows
After Saltford Parish Council highlighted to B&NES
Council that the public conveniences at The Shallows
are out of order - and the consequences of people using
areas in and around the village as a toilet - two
temporary loos have been installed.
The toilets closed over the busy weekend due to a
collapsed drain, understood to be Wessex Water’s
responsibility. They have completed an initial on-site
report and are now scheduling the required works.
The temporary loos are scheduled to be emptied twice
a week – Monday and Friday – to ensure they are
available for visitors during the busy weekend periods
throughout the summer.

Saltford Environment Group say they have been
overwhelmed by the messages of genuine concern and
support shown towards not just Saltford but in many
areas which have suffered at the hands of a small
minority during the easing of lockdown.
In a message SEG said: “We would like to thank all the
young people who have expressed their concern and
sorrow and helped to clear up the mess left by a
minority of people in Saltford and other areas around
the country. You are amazing and our shared future
really is safe in your hands.”
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Track and Trace
scam alert
Mead Lane
parking ban
There is a ban on parking in Mead Lane Saltford from 2nd June for
three weeks to enable heavy vehicle movements by Wessex Water.
Fixed penalty notices will be issued to parking offenders.
Meanwhile the final boat moored at the lane has moved on in response
to the temporary ban on moorings. B&NES Council says engineering
surveys investigating the stability of the road and riverbank will take
place later in the year.
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The day after Chief Constable Andy Marsh
warned people to beware of scams associated
with the NHS Track and Trace service an
incident was flagged up.
A Neighbourhood Watch member received a
phone call from someone stating they were from
the service and that the system showed they had
come into close contact with someone who had
tested positive for COVID-19, therefore they
needed to self-isolate for seven days and take a
test.
(First mistake: isolation is 14 days).
The member asked the caller’s name and was told
that this was confidential, and that they must take
the test within 72 hours.
The caller asked for the member’s address, which
was given, and then asked for a
one-off payment of £500, payable by debit
card, and there were penalties for not complying. The member spotted it was a scam and hung
up. Police say it is important to note that contact

tracers will NEVER:
• ask you to dial a premium rate number to speak
to the NHS (for example, those starting 09 or
087)
• ask you to make any form of payment or
purchase a product of any kind
• ask for any details about your bank account
• ask for your social media identities or login
details, or those of your contacts
• ask you for any passwords or PINs, or ask you
to set up any passwords or PINs over the phone
• disclose any of your personal or medical
information to your contacts
• provide medical advice on the treatment of any
potential coronavirus symptoms
• ask you to download any software to your PC or
hand over control of your PC, smartphone or
tablet to anyone else
• ask you to access any website that does not
belong to the government or NHS.
Clarity and reassurance from police, page 9.
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Security
improvements
planned at
village school
Plans to carry out alterations to The Meadows Primary
School in Bitton to make access arrangements safer
have been lodged with South Gloucestershire Council.
An entrance porch extension is planned along with
internal changes. A report prepared on behalf of
Wellsway Multi Academy Trust, which runs the school,
says: “The main entrance to the school is inadequate
when considering safeguarding measures. The proposed
works will allow for segregated and controlled access
to the school providing an ability for the school to field
visitors whilst preventing forced or unauthorised access
to the school, pupils or staff.”
If approved, the school hopes the works can be carried
out during the summer holidays.
The planning reference number is P20/09249/F.
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Smiles in the skies

Barrs Court, Bitton, Brislington,
Cadbury Heath, Compton Dando,
Corston, Downend, Emersons Green,
Fishponds, Hanham, Hillfields,
Keynsham, Kingswood, Longwell
Green, Mangotsfield, Marksbury,
North Common, Oldland Common,
Pucklechurch, Saltford, Staple Hill,
Stockwood, St George, Warmley,
Whitchurch, Wick, Willsbridge.

A retired RAF Tornado pilot brought cheer
to thousands of people last Tuesday evening
when he drew smiley faces in the skies that
were seen by people across Bristol, South
Gloucestershire and B&NES.
Here is a picture of one seen above
Keynsham, taken by Gill Pedrick.
Rich Goodwin now builds, flies and
developers air show biplanes, and works in
co-ordination with charity fly2help, based at
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Gloucestershire Airport, which runs ‘Air
Smile Days’. These are special flight days for
children and adults living with profound
disability, life-limiting conditions, severe
illness, bereavement and isolation but the
charity is currently grounded because of
COVID-19.
However, Rich’s sky stunt has helped raise
the profile of the charity – visit
www.fly2help.org/ to find out more.

Go wild in June
Avon Wildlife Trust is holding its annual
30 Days Wild challenge this month.
With coronavirus and the lockdown
leaving so many feeling isolated and
disconnected, AWT say it is more
important than ever to look to nature as a
source of inspiration and comfort.
To join the challenge all you have to do is
do something wild on each day. This can
be anything; from feeding the birds to
giving up single-use plastics for the
month.
You can sign up to take part in the

challenge at https://action.wildlifetrusts.
org/page/57739/petition/1
The trust is working to connect people
with the environment, including in Bristol
East with its Grow Wilder online store to
support wildlife gardening and food
growing.
AWT has an ecological emergency fund,
which will help to create more wildliferich spaces and secure support for wildlife
from councils, businesses and more. Find
out more at https://www.avonwildlife
trust.org.uk/support-us/ecoemergency

Reports of noisy bikes
Police have had reports of a number of
quad bikes and dirt bikes with loud
exhausts causing a nuisance in the
Kingswood, Hanham and Cadbury Heath

areas. If you have any information about
these vehicles or identifying the riders,
call 101 and ask to speak with PC 2305
Humphreys.
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Developer wins permission for
9 houses on old police station site
A controversial plan to build houses on the site of the old
police station on Bath Hill in Keynsham has been
approved by B&NES Council.
The land, which sits on either side of New Kingdom Hall,
will now be home to nine homes.
An earlier plan to build 23 apartments on the site was
recommended for approval last year but faced significant
opposition to its size and lack of adequate parking provision.

When B&NES’ planning committee met last December to
consider the proposal they rejected the department’s
recommendation to approve and voted to refuse the
application.
The developer, Clevedon-based Hawkfield Homes, then
appealed that decision and a decision is still awaited from
the Planning Inspectorate.
However, in the meantime the developer submitted a new

plan for nine houses (one four-bed detached, three four-bed
terraced, two three-bed terraced and three five-bed detached).
Although there was opposition to the revised plan, Keynsham
Town Council felt there were no planning grounds for
refusal. B&NES ward councillors Andy Wait and Hal
MacFie again requested that the proposal be considered in
public but were overruled by committee chairman Matt
McCabe last month who delegated the decision to permit.

Image credit: Nash Partnership
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First Bus announces app update
to live-track bus capacity
First West of England has launched an update to its
mobile app that will enable customers across the region
to live-track not only the location of their next bus but
also its available capacity as the operator continues to
develop ways to help customers social distance.
It is the first major bus operator to introduce live capacity
tracking. This reduces uncertainty for customers and allows
them to make informed decisions about their essential
journeys. Going live last week, the app update shows
customers a bus icon on a map depicting the live location and
available capacity of each vehicle in the vicinity.
This app update coincides with First West of England
increasing the number of buses operating across the region
from Sunday 31st May, with support from the Government.
The uplift in services support social distancing for customers
who need to use public transport, in line with Government
guidance.
With social distancing guidance being observed at the same
time as lockdown restrictions are being relaxed, this
additional capacity will allow customers to travel in comfort
and safety. To further support social distancing, and in
addition to passenger counting, seats on each bus are now
clearly marked indicating where customers should sit.
First Bus continues to encourage cashless payments, and use
of the app to purchase mTickets, to reduce the need for
contact between customers and drivers.
James Freeman, managing director at First West of England,
said: “The new app technology means that our customers can
now check how much space is on a bus before it arrives at
the stop. This is a hugely significant step in supporting social
distancing on our buses for customers who need to use public
transport, in line with Government guidance.
“As capacity on-board is reduced due to social distancing,
we have increased the number of buses on selected routes.
However, we expect there will still be occasions when
customers may not be able to board their intended journey
due to capacity levels being reached. We advise those who
cannot avoid public transport to plan their journeys ahead
and this new app facility will help customers to avoid busier

periods by checking the spaces on each bus.
“The wellbeing of our passengers and drivers is our number
one priority, and we would like to thank customers for their
ongoing patience and co-operation in these difficult times.
As the lockdown continues to ease, we all have a vital role
to play in getting the region moving again safely.”
Visit https://www.firstgroup.com/tech-bus/first-bus-app

Fleet modified to enable social distancing
Meanwhile, the company operating the A4 Air Decker
service has also completed social distancing measures
on board its buses.
Bath Bus Company has modified its fleet so that
passengers can travel in safety by restricting the
number of seats in a similar fashion to First Bus. While
traffic between Bath and Bristol Airport has dropped,
the A4 still provides an important link between
Saltford, Keynsham, Brislington and South Bristol.
While the company is hopeful of returning to its regular
schedule soon, for now it continues to operate an
hourly service in each direction.
See also page 12.
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New radio station’s nostalgic
broadcast about famous
Keynsham character
It seems only fitting that KTCR, the new community
radio station for the Keynsham area, should turn its
attention to a character who helped put the town on the
map in the last century.
That person of course is Horace Batchelor, the football pools
entrepreneur whose adverts on Radio Luxembourg gave birth
to the catchphrase ‘Keynsham, spelt K-E-Y-N-S-H-A-M’ in
the 1950s and 1960s. The passage of time has diminished the
amount of information about this colourful character who
claimed to have the magic formula for predicting the football
results and winning thousands of pounds for his customers.
Much of the anecdotal evidence of his life is contradictory
and simply repeated on websites such as Wikipedia.
KTCR’s Mike Corrigan, who is also involved with the
Keynsham and District Talking Newspaper, had been
researching the real life of Horace Batchelor for a number of
years and last month, listeners to the station’s ‘Spoken Word’
programme were able to enjoy an hour-long broadcast,
including music from the era and some of those famous
adverts with the precise spelling of Keynsham.
While you already need to be of a certain age to understand
what the football pools and Radio Luxembourg were all
about, the broadcast takes the listener back to the beginning
and explains the extraordinary story of the Keynsham man
who was actually the second largest advertiser on the station,
in a clear and chronological manner. For those who are of the
‘certain age’, the programme is also a nostalgic trip back to
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the days of transistor radios under the bed clothes and the
varying signal strength and high-pitched transmission whine.
Horace Batchelor’s links with Keynsham live on in only a
tenuous way these days. There are no street names or blue
plaques and the large mansion in which he lived on Bath
Road is now an anonymous-looking apartment building. The
Bonzo Dog Band, who paid homage to Batchelor in music
during the late ’60s, including naming one of their albums
‘Keynsham’, are themselves only recognised by the name of
the popular Bonzo Lounge in Market Walk.
In 2013, Keynsham-based playwright Kevin Cattell created
a one-man show ‘An Audience with Horace Batchelor’ which
packed the Brewery Theatre in Bristol for 10 days. Its threenight preview was staged at the old Pomegranate Restaurant
in Keynsham and was similarly sold out. But with the Spoken
Word KTCR has created a factual archive which tells the
story of one of Keynsham’s more famous characters in recent
times. You can listen again to the Spoken Word at:
www.ktcrfm.com in the archive section, which also contains
a fascinating broadcast about the 1968 floods.

Streaming again
After some technical issues in the last couple of weeks, the
streaming service on KTCR’s website is now fully
operational. It means you do not have to live within the
transmission area to listen to the station and one listener
already ‘tunes in’ regularly from Western Australia.
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LETTERS
We all need to combat
racial injustice
Dear Editor
Like so many people, I have been horrified
by the scenes we have seen from America
in recent days. The senseless murder of
George Floyd by the very people whose
job it was to protect him has, rightly, sent
shockwaves around the world.
Racism is a disease which is not limited to
America alone - it infects every part of the
world, including the United Kingdom. We
may think that South Gloucestershire is
immune, but it is not, nowhere is.
Black lives matter. This is an issue where
every single one of us needs to make a
stand – it is beyond time that everyone
turned words into action.
It is vital we do everything we can to
combat racial injustice and the hidden
racism that too often permeates institutions
and society. I am working with my fellow
Liberal Democrats locally to identify the
steps we can take to combat racial injustice
and we would welcome any suggestions
from across the community of how we can
work together to do that.
Claire Young
Leader of the Liberal Democrat Group
South Gloucestershire Council

Join me in helping those
shielding
Dear Editor
As the MP for Thornbury & Yate, I am
calling for more local volunteers to join me
on South Gloucestershire Council’s
weekly volunteer rota.
My team and I are currently on the Friday
rota, and spend the morning helping
people who are shielding and in need. This
includes tasks such as collecting
prescriptions and delivering food parcels
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to local residents.
South Gloucestershire Council and
Southern Brooks have been doing an
absolutely fantastic job of ensuring that
those residents that are shielding have
access to everything they need during this
unprecedented time. Now that some
volunteers are starting to go back to work,
the team are looking for some more people
who are able to help out. If this is
something that you would like to be
involved in, then please do not hesitate to
get in touch.
The volunteer scheme runs seven days a
week. You can register your interest by
emailing
Jenny
Vernon
at
jennyvernon@southernbrooks.org.uk
Luke Hall MP
Thornbury & Yate

Raising awareness of life
with diabetes
Dear Editor
There are 4.8 million people living with
diabetes in the UK, and every two minutes
someone new will receive a diagnosis of
diabetes that will change their lives for
good. It’s a serious condition which –
regardless of type – can bring with it many
challenges. And living with diabetes can
be relentless.
This Diabetes Week (8th-14th June) – at a
time when life is more challenging than
ever before – we're on a week-long
mission to paint #TheBigPicture of
life with diabetes. The triumphs as
well as the setbacks; the persistent
frustrations and small victories; the
laughter and tears.
Through sharing experiences, and support,
we hope to bring the diabetes community
together, and show more people the reality
of living with diabetes. So we’re asking

those who want to take part to share
#TheBigPicture through their social media
networks to spread the message to more
people than ever before. We’ll also be
sharing inspirational stories to show the
impact of our work on the lives of
millions, every day.
We also hope to inspire more people to
join us in our fight for a better future for
people with diabetes. That will be by either
signing up to our email newsletter, helping
us spread #TheBigPicture message far and
wide, or donating to help us continue our
life-changing work.
Everyone experiences diabetes differently,
but we’re united by a common goal:
building a better future.
Diabetes is relentless. But together, so are
we.
If you have any questions regarding your
diabetes, or need extra support at this time,
you can call our helpline on 0345 123
2399 or email us at helpline@
diabetes.org.uk
Phaedra Perry
South West Regional Head Diabetes UK

Setting the right example?
Dear Editor
I see Jacob Rees-Mogg has been
instrumental in forcing other MPs back to
work at Westminster.
Although, like many businesses up and
down the country, Parliament appeared to
cope well with working and even voting
remotely, it appears the Leader of the
House wanted to abandon the advances of
modern technology for an antiquated
voting system which forces MPs to
congregate and walk through one of two
narrow channels depending on whether
they choose ‘aye’ or ‘nay’.
And instead of letting MPs decide whether

or not they thought this particular vote on
returning to work (even though many of
them were prevented on health or age
grounds) was actually a good idea, those
on the government benches received a
three line whip which effectively ensured
the Leader of the House would get his
way.
During the debate he said it was important
that the government should set an example
as the rest of the country begins to return
to work. Looking at the TV images of MPs
then queuing around Westminster while
observing social distancing and taking 45
minutes for each vote, I am wondering
exactly what sort of example that is
actually setting?
D. James

Write to us
The Week In is independent of any
political or commercial interest. We aim
to produce a balanced and accurate view
of local news and welcome comments
from our readers.
Normally, we will publish letters in full
but reserve the right to shorten or clarify
the contents or to refuse publication.
Please try to keep letters under 300 words
and supply your full name and address for
reasons of authentication. Only the name
and district where you live will be
reproduced. Anonymity is possible under
certain circumstances.
Copy can be sent by post or, preferably,
e-mail and should arrive at our offices
no later than 9.00am on the Monday of
each week.
E-mail to:admin@theweekin.co.uk
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Police chiefs shine spotlight on
new COVID-19 regulations
In a live chat on Facebook last Wednesday, the Chief
Constable of Avon & Somerset Andy Marsh and Police &
Crime Commissioner Sue Mountstevens discussed the
changing COVID-19 regulations and how people can
protect themselves from fraudsters who may try to
exploit the new NHS Test and Trace.
The police chiefs hold regular live webchats and take
questions in advance, with the aim of bringing clarity and
reassurance to people during the pandemic.
On the role of police enforcing quarantine imposed by the
Test and Trace service, Mr Marsh said police officers had
spent most of their time responding to “thousands” of
COVID-related concerns during lockdown. “What we have
seen is a change in the regulations, a releasing of the
lockdown measures, and that’s seen a return to pretty much
normal levels of crime and demand for related activity.”
He said the force is working incredibly hard to ensure that
its workplaces are COVID-safe: “It is important to reflect
that this is difficult when the public are wondering what we
are doing about enforcing certain activities.”
On Test and Trace, launched by the Government to try to stop
the spread of the virus as much as possible, Ms Mountstevens
asked Mr Marsh: “If people are told that they have to go into
self-isolation, and they choose not to, will this involve the
police?”
He replied: “This is a public health crisis. This is not a crisis
which the police could indeed or should lead or respond to
as the primary agency. We’re responding to expert medical
advice and Government changes in legislation. During
lockdown we were able to benefit significantly from high
levels of public compliance and I would again express my
gratitude for that, but to be clear, we have not got a role at
present enforcing quarantine. The approach as I understand

it is that we will be asking people to be
public-spirited and responsible and
comply with the request to quarantine
but there will not be a police-related
enforcement role for that.”
Regarding concerns about scams
related to Test and Trace, Mr Marsh
said that fraudsters will look to exploit
any opportunity to gain financial
advantage. “One of the things they
need in order to have that advantage is
trust and one of the ways in which they
unsettle people to gain that trust is to
put some fear into them.”
He said fraudsters may contact people and pretend they are
from the new Test and Trace agency: “It’s very early days but
let’s get ahead of it. To be very clear on this, the NHS Test &
Trace system will only use one phone number – 0300 0135
000. They will only use one website to advertise www.contact-tracing.phe.gov.uk/
“If you are contacted by anyone other than those means, they
are not legitimate and we would ask you not to trust them
and discontinue the contact with them.”
On the new restrictions, which allow six people to meet at a
social distance in public spaces and in gardens, Mr Marsh
said that if people are gathering in larger groups, they could
be liable to a fine, and the police are being called to attend
such incidents.
“If you are gathering outside of the permission given, you
can expect the police to challenge you, they will explain the
regulations and encourage you to comply, and if people are
refusing, then enforcement is a final option.”
But he added: “We are incredibly busy with our routine

Sudoku
1-Easy

Sue Mountstevens & Andy Marsh

business that actually we have more and more of a limited
time to be proactively enforcing these regulations so the
message comes back to we won’t enforce our way out of this
problem of the pandemic, we will get through it because we
stick together and we do our very best to show common
sense, sound judgement and stick to the regulations. I’m
appealing to the public to work with us to help us get through
this as quickly as possible.”
Mr Marsh also said that the regulations don’t allow for people
coming inside your house and technically it would be a
breach: “But I ask people to use common sense and using a
bit of common sense ourselves, we will not be going house
to house to try and catch people in houses that they shouldn’t
be. The regulations are very clear on not being allowed to
stay overnight at places other than your usual dwelling.”
Another webchat was due to take place today (Wednesday)
at 11.45am and there will be one on Wednesday 17th June at
2pm. Find out more at https://www.facebook.com/
AandSPCC/

SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 14th June

2 -Hard

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green
(10.30am-4pm)
Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm)
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)
Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park
(9.30am-4.30pm)
Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH
(10am-4pm)
Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)
Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds
(10am-4pm)
Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway
(11am-5pm)
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Plans for mobile home park
on outskirts of Mangotsfield
Plans to change the use of derelict land on the outskirts of
Mangotsfield to a mobile home site have been lodged with
South Gloucestershire Council.
The site next to Orchard Farm Cottage at Pomphrey Hill
adjoins an existing gypsy and traveller site. The proposal
would provide nine units of low-cost housing in the form of
mobile homes, says applicant and landowner Jason
McDonagh. A report prepared by his agent says that the site
is in a sustainable residential location, close to shops and
services. There is an existing access from Pomphrey Hill.
“The site is now overgrown, in a state of disorder and is
unsightly. It is likely to remain in this condition for the
foreseeable future unless a change of use is permitted.”

The report adds: “The land immediately adjacent to the west
of the site is currently used for the stationing of caravans,
therefore the proposal would be in keeping with the character
and appearance of the area.”
Although the site is located in the Green Belt, the report says
the proposal conforms to local and national policies and is
not inappropriate development.
“The proposal for the change of use of the site to
accommodate a mobile home site with the removal of all of
the existing permanent structures on the site and removal of
existing detritus would result in less of an impact on the
openness of the Green Belt.”
The reference number is P20/04560/F.

GreenPlanningStudio

Crossword

ACROSS

DOWN

1. Small skewer (9)

2. Hair curler (6)

9. Infuse (6)

3. Biscuit (6)

10. As well (4)

4. Mass flight (6)

11. Ended (4)

5. Bound (4)

12. Give (6)

6. On the way (2,5)

13. Grave (7)

7. Sicilian volcano (4)

16. Faithful (4)

8. Ship's flag (4,5)

17. Close (4)

13. Metallic element (9)

18. Bishop's diocese
(3)

14. Govern (4)

20. Mineral (3)

18. Legal action (4)

21. Bard (4)

19. Splash (7)

23. Morass (4)

22. Dozen (6)

25. Jumper (7)

23. Feeding trough (6)

26. Pantihose (6)

24. Take away (6)

29. Labour (4)

27. Blast of wind (4)

30. Virtuous (4)

28. Painful (4)

31. Irish province (6)
32. Practised (9)
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15. Footwear (5)

Cow rescued
from river

Avon Fire & Rescue were called out to Kelston on Friday
where one of the cows from Bath Soft Cheese
Company’s Park Farm had fallen into the River Avon and
been unable to scramble out because of the steep bank.
Thanking the crew who helped rescue the animal, Bath
Soft Cheese Company said: “Cows are good swimmers,
their udders provide a lot of buoyancy, but if they're in
the river too long and they struggle too much they can
get dangerously cold and tired.
“It's dangerous and difficult getting a large cow out of
the river particularly when she's tired and distressed. It
took a boat, a team from Avon Fire & Rescue, a lot of
straps, a digger and a few hours this morning but luckily
she was unharmed and grazing happily once she was
out.”

Positive findings
at extra care
housing centre
The ABC Centre in Chessington Avenue, Hengrove,
which provides care to people living in specialist extra
care housing, has retained its Good rating.
Care Quality Commission inspectors visited in February
and their report was published at the end of May.
At the time of their visit, 33 people were receiving
support with personal care at the ABC Centre which is
run by Brunelcare. The report highlights that people
received good care and support from “happy and
motivated” staff. People were encouraged to take an
active part in planning their own care and in the running
of the service. Activities and events were planned to
encourage people to socialise and build friendships.
People received safe support with their medicines when
required. Improvements in medicine administration had
been made in response to a high number of errors and
staff spoke positively about the improvements that had
been made.
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Schools begin to welcome
back restricted age groups
Schools across our area have begun to welcome back
pupils in restricted age groups.
Schools closed to the majority of pupils on 20th March but
have been open for the children of key workers and
vulnerable pupils during lockdown.
The Government asked schools to plan for the return of
pupils in nursery, reception, Year 1 and Year 6 after 1st June,
and want secondary schools to provide some face-to-face
contact from 15th June for Years 10 and 12 to help them
prepare for exams next year. No measures will be taken
against parents who decide not to send their children back.
At Redfield Edge Primary School in Oldland Common,
pupils from the Early Years Foundation Stage and Year 1
returned last week and this week sees the return of Year 6.
The school, like others, has implemented staggered lunch
times, playground zones and social distancing measures.
Given the guidance that schools must follow around pupil
numbers, safe working and staff availability, not all have the
capacity to do so. For example, Fishponds C of E Primary
Academy said its risk assessment indicated enough
classroom space, staff and capacity to start welcoming back
Reception pupils, alongside the key worker and vulnerable
children group from this week, but it would stretch the
capacity of staffing too thin to accommodate opening to the
nursery as well at this time.
And Emersons Green Primary School can only accommodate
Reception and Year 1 pupils as this will fill all classroom
spaces: “We understand that this is likely to be upsetting and

Support fund
boost for
Mencap group
Keynsham & District Mencap Society has thanked its
supporters for helping raise more than £2,000 to support
its work during the coronavirus crisis.
The society offers a variety of social and leisure
opportunities. It welcomes members from B&NES,
Bristol and South Gloucestershire as well as some further
afield.
Faced with new challenges and a significant drop in
income, the group has set up an appeal on the
Localgiving website.
The society has a membership of more than 150 and
offers a variety of social and leisure opportunities. It
welcomes members from B&NES, Bristol and South
Gloucestershire as well as some further afield.
Members’ ages range from five to 18 for junior clubs,
and there are adult clubs for those 18 and over.
Find out more at www.keynshammencap.org.uk
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confusing for many Year 6 pupils. This is not an outcome that
we want, but it is one that has been placed upon us by
necessity as a result of Government expectations and the
need to prioritise safety.”
Wellsway School Multi-Academy Trust has been welcoming
back some pupils to its primary schools this week. Risk
assessments for its secondary schools were being scrutinised

by the trust board yesterday (Tuesday).
It is anticipated that Year 12 will not attend school and will
have ‘face to face’ contact through virtual platforms, with
some lessons delivered ‘live’ by their teacher. Small groups
of Year 10 pupils will be asked to come into school, with a
total number each day of no more than 25% of the year
group.

Year 1 pupils back at Redfield Edge

Advertising feature

Oven valet business is
taking bookings again
Dave Manning, who runs oven valeting business Ovenu
Bristol East, is again accepting customer bookings after
introducing a range of precautions to ensure a safe and
responsible return to work.
He took the decision after receiving several inquiries from
householders concerning oven cleaning over the past few
weeks.
He is accepting bookings at his discretion, with the strict
stipulation that both parties observe the two-metre social
distancing rule, along with guidelines on hygiene and
cleanliness. Personal protective equipment (PPE) may
also be worn.
In addition, with payment only accepted electronically, it
is possible to complete the whole process with minimal
or zero customer contact.
Dave, who previously worked as a manager at a local
garden centre, fulfilled a dream to become his own boss
when he took over the franchise in 2016. However, he
temporarily mothballed the business when lockdown was
imposed and, to maintain an income, became a key worker
at supermarket chain Iceland, where he has performed a

Dave Manning

range of tasks from stacking shelves and working on the
tills to picking items for home delivery.
He said: “I’ve been preparing to reopen my business at
the appropriate time, with the correct measures in place.
My priority is to keep myself and my customers safe.
“Given how much time people have spent cooking and
baking during this lockdown period, I would imagine
there is quite a bit of work for me to do!”
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Young writer competition
winners are announced
Earlier this year the Rotary Club of

schools. The standard was high and it proved

Keynsham set up a competition for local

difficult to make the awards, but we are

students to demonstrate their skills as

delighted to announce the winners are Years

young writers. Little was it appreciated

3/4 Rebecca; Years 5/6 Annabel and Key

that the competition would coincide with

Stage 3 Josie (pictured). The runner-up for

the COVID-19 pandemic and maybe that

Years 3/4 is Bea and for Years 5/6 Luca.”

gave entrants the added time and

The winners each receive a book token and

inclination to take part.

the chance to spend an afternoon with a

A spokesperson for the club said: “We had

published author.

an excellent response and the essays have

Anyone wishing to join the Rotary Club can

been judged anonymously by two retired

visit

teachers from primary and secondary

keynsham@gmail.com

their

website

or

email

rotary

Time restriction returns
for bus pass holders

City Council agrees sale of
debt-ridden Bristol Energy
Bristol City Council Cabinet has agreed

a failing company where £15m had

to sell the local authority-owned company

already been spent or earmarked for

Bristol Energy.

spend, we were faced with a choice. We

Mayor of Bristol Marvin Rees said the

could have closed the company then or

company

unprecedented

tried to develop a business strategy that

challenges since being established by his

would succeed, both in tackling fuel

predecessor George Ferguson in 2015.

poverty in Bristol and delivering a

Earlier

has

faced

council

financial return for the city. This proved

commissioned consultants Ernst & Young

this

year,

the

to be impossible in such a volatile

to conduct a full and thorough assessment

marketplace. We have tried to work in the

of Bristol Energy's structure and future

best interests of the city and Bristol

business viability.

Energy customers but been unable to

Last Tuesday Cabinet reviewed the

divulge the challenge we were tackling as

recommendations

this would have further disadvantaged us

during

a

session

exempt due to commercial confidentiality.

against competitors.”

Members agreed selling the company

The council says its cash investment in

now

further

Bristol Energy Ltd as of 2nd June 2020 is

investment than already agreed. The

£36.5m, and the total cash funding

council will now seek a buyer.

envelope is set at £37.7m, as previously

Mayor Rees said: “Establishing an energy

approved.

would

prevent

any

The Diamond Travelcard bus passes

essential so that those who need to use

company was always a high risk for the

Last month opposition Conservative, Lib

which enable holders to travel for free

public transport to travel to work and have

council, and one which has brought

Dem and Green councillors put forward a

will start at the usual time again of 9am

no other option can get priority at peak

continued challenges. The energy market

motion calling for an independent inquiry

on Monday (15th June).

times. Social distancing means capacity

is dominated by well-established far

into the loss-making energy company but

The West of England Combined Authority

on buses will be just 25 per cent of normal

larger energy providers. Having inherited

it was voted down by the Labour majority.

(WECA) relaxed the time restriction for

levels. Government advice is to avoid

use of the concessionary bus pass in

travelling at peak times, and to walk,

March on a temporary basis because of

cycle or use the car if you have to.

the pandemic. Its constituent councils -

If you’re a holder of a Diamond

South Gloucestershire, B&NES and

Travelcard bus pass (older people and

Bristol - as well as North Somerset

those with disabilities are eligible to have

Council and local bus operators supported

one) you will still be able to travel on any

the move.

local bus for free after 9am Mondays to

The return to the usual time is seen as

Fridays and all day at weekends.

Huge leap in library
members in South Glos
With libraries closed because of the

council has increased and expanded its

pandemic, South Gloucestershire Council

online resources.

says there has been a significant increase

Anyone who isn’t yet a member of a

in the number of people accessing online

South Gloucestershire library can join

resources with a surge of new members

online at www.librarieswest.org.uk and

joining online – up 638% since lockdown

will be issued with a temporary

began. In response to the demand, the

membership to access online resources.

Free period products
Banjo Island Community & Sports Association and Juice Community Project in
Cadbury Heath are working in partnership to make sure that all girls and women in the
BS30 area are able to access period products and bladder weakness pads.
There is a blue box in the reception at Juice in Newton Road where girls and women
can come and help themselves to the products that they need.
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School plans major facelift
of ‘dated’ sixth-form block
Wellsway School in Keynsham is planning a major

It adds: “The poor appearance of this facility is resulting in

facelift of its sixth-form centre amid concerns that the

challenges for Wellsway to retain students at this level.”

state of it is putting students off.

No works are planned internally in the sixth-form block. The

The plans, which have been lodged with Bath & North East

planning application reference number is 20/01808/FUL.

Somerset Council, include replacing the windows with new

The school has also submitted a separate planning

double-glazed units, installing a new door and a new sign,

application to B&NES Council for the reception

removing the deteriorating timber cladding and providing

building on the Chandag Road campus which it says

insulated render panels, along with a full clean of the

requires a “full reconfiguration” to operate more efficiently

stonework and replacing lead flashing.

and in a safer way for staff. The plans include a new entrance

In a report to the council, the school describes the block as

for visitors only, with a stepped and ramped access, and an

“dated and in need of external refurbishment to improve its

entrance lobby to control access into the rest of the building.

appearance and help retain students at sixth-form age”.

The planning reference is 20/01807/FUL.

Be considerate of
our green spaces
There have been recent reports of several fires being lit
and burning in the woods in Stockwood Open Space,
with calls made to Avon Fire & Rescue Service.
Local councillor Graham Morris says people in the
Stockwood area are lucky to have so much green space
available and urges everyone to be responsible and
considerate.
“In simple terms, please do not litter - if a bin is
overflowing take your rubbish home with you. Do not
light fires in the open spaces. Do not ride motor vehicles
on the open spaces and do not cause damage to the
environment.
“Disposable barbecues are dangerous with the grass so
dry - please do not use them.”

The sixth-form block

Public opinion of media’s
pandemic coverage
Since the beginning of lockdown, the broadcast regulator
Ofcom has been conducting a weekly survey of people’s
attitudes towards media coverage of the COVID-19
pandemic.

or misleading information about COVID-19.
of information on coronavirus.

some opinions have shifted since the early days of the

should be doing in response to the coronavirus’, up from
• 74% of respondents in week 9 think ‘staying at home as

www.ofcom.org.uk but below are some of the key

much as possible’ is important to contain COVID-19.

findings at week 9 of the ‘COVID-19 News and

• The proportion of people saying they are ‘trying to avoid

Information – Consumption and attitudes’ report.

news about the coronavirus' remains higher than in

• Traditional media sources remain the most-used source

week 1.

information about the pandemic has decreased.
• 39% of respondents in week 9 said they came across
false or misleading information.

The Week in • Wednesday 10th June 2020

shortly after 9pm on Sunday 31st May.
The cause is thought to be accidental.

Family Announcements
Bereavement

17% in week 1;

You can read the very detailed reports in full at

• Compared to week 1, use of social media as a source of

reports of a car on fire in St Ladoc Road in Keynsham

• The NHS remains one of the most highly trusted sources
• 23% of respondents say ‘I am confused about what I

of news and information about COVID-19.

Crews from Hicks Gate fire station were called out to

• Since week 1, fewer people say they have shared false

Now, after nine weeks of gathering opinion, it is clear that
crisis.

Car fire

• While nearly all the UK online population access news
and information about COVID-19 daily, those accessing
more than 20 times a day have dropped since week 1.
• The majority of respondents still think the crisis has
shown positive sides to society.
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Continued community use of school
field may be possible, but dogs banned
Work is due to begin on 22nd June to

for play, ball games and dog walking for

fence off the playing field at Redfield Edge

decades.

Primary School in Oldland Common. The

However, there have been ongoing issues,

community may still be able to access the

with staff from both schools regularly having

field outside of school hours, although

to pick up dog mess, bottles, cans and drug

dogs will be banned.

paraphernalia left by people using the field.

Before lockdown, South Gloucestershire

Dogs have been allowed to run off the lead

Council approved plans for two-metre high

while pupils are on the field.

security fencing and gates so that the

This week Redfield Edge headteacher Lisa

approved diversion of the public footpath

Robinson thanked the small group of

that crosses the field can be implemented.

residents who took it upon themselves to

Although officially a school playing field,

collect litter following gatherings that have

shared by Redfield Edge and The Sir

been taking place on the field during

Bernard Lovell Academy, it has been used

lockdown. She said: “The school thanks
them for their help and support in doing this.

Work to fence the field begins on 22nd June

at any time.

poses a risk to the health and safety of pupils

“From 1st September onwards, the aim is for

and staff. As measures are put in place and

the field to remain available for the public to

agreed, this will be communicated to the

use at certain times; however, this will be

local community.”

managed by a warden/volunteer group to

Tim Howes, chief operating officer of

ensure the space is used responsibly. This too

Wellsway Multi Academy Trust, which runs

is a work in progress.”

SBL Academy, said: “We are pleased that the

She added: “Redfield Edge Primary School,

fence is now being installed and this is an

along with Sir Bernard Lovell Academy and

important

the local council, will continue to work

safeguarding of pupils at both schools. We

closely together with local residents to

hope suitable arrangements for some

ensure the local community can continue to

community use can be put in place from

make the most of the space. From a school’s

September and will be monitoring the use of

Bike stolen from car

point of view, as long as the space is used

the field closely until then.”

appropriately and responsibly, then an

• Last week police said that following an

Someone smashed the rear windscreen of a car parked on Holmoak Road in Keynsham

agreement such as the one set out above can

increase in anti-social behaviour at both

between 6.30pm on Sunday 31st May and 8.30am on Monday 1st June and stole a

continue.

Redfield Edge field and the Aitchison

pushbike.

“However, the schools would be within their

playing field in Oldland Common, they are

If you have any information regarding this incident contact the police on 101.

rights to withdraw community use if the

continuing patrols and encourage people to

Alternatively call Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111.

playing field continues to be littered and

call 101 to report any problems.

Some of the rubbish collected before
pupils could use the field last week

It is great to see all sides working together to
ensure the space is safe for everyone.”
She said work to install the fencing will take
a fortnight. “Once the work is completed, the
gates will be locked between the hours of
8.30am and 3.30pm for school use only.
Outside of these hours and throughout this
year’s summer holidays, the field will remain
accessible to the general public for
recreational use. Moving forward, no dogs
will be allowed on the school playing field
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Service Directory
Aerials

Chimney Sweeps

Garden Services

Home
Maintenance

Plumbing

Sewing Lessons

Tree Services

Foot Health

Architectural
Services

Wanted
BOOKS, paper ephemera,
postcards, football programmes,
records, toys etc.
Best prices paid. Phone Rick on
01761 232936

Garden Services
Oven Cleaning

Waste Disposal
Guttering

Blinds

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM
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Painting
& Decorating
Home Help

D.JAMES DECORATING
36 Years’ Experience
Qualified tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902/
01275 831696
Or visit our website
www.djamesdecorating.com

Roofing

Windows & Doors

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM
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