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Mess and mayhem as lockdown rules are flouted
There were illegal gatherings across our area at the
weekend with a trail of mess being left by those
ignoring the lockdown rules.
Prime Minister Boris Johnson announced new
measures last Thursday that allow groups of up to six
people to meet outdoors in England from Monday 1st
June, provided strict social distancing guidelines are
followed, but prior to then it was illegal to socialise in
public in groups of more than two.
The hot weekend appeared to have been too much of a
temptation for many and there were worrying scenes of
groups not social distancing in Saltford.
Among the huge volumes of litter being left by
thousands of visitors were 4,000 nitrous oxide canisters

Also in this
week’s issue

which were found in one clearance on
Sunday morning. Known as ‘hippy
crack’, the pressurised nitrous oxide
canisters are bought, often online, and
then used to fill balloons, which are
inhaled to get the users high. It can have
serious side effects and even prove fatal.
The Saltford Wombles, aided by others,
have been working hard to keep on top of
litter in the village and during May alone
filled more 300 full-size bin bags.
The influx of visitors at the weekend saw
roads blocked by cars and the lack of
open public loos meant some used fields,
roadside verges and the riverbank instead.
People were jumping into the river, with
Saltford Environment Group (SEG)
warning of the risk of catching Weil’s
disease from rats’ urine in the water, which can cause
jaundice and kidney failure. SEG also flagged up
concerns about the threat to wildlife from the mayhem
in the village.
After a request from Saltford Parish Council, police
stepped up patrols in the riverside and conservation
areas. On Sunday afternoon the High Street was closed
and mounted police were brought in.

Visitors urged to stay
away from nature
reserve . . . page 4

First increases bus
services
. . . page 5

Picture credit: Saltford Environment Group

There were also problems reported in other areas, with
those ignoring the rules being roundly condemned on
social media. Large groups gathered by the river near
Bitton, leaving a large volume of litter. Rubbish,
including nitrous oxide canisters, was also discarded in
lanes around the village.
Continued on page 3

New proposals for East
Keynsham housing
. . . page 6

Long queues as
recycling centre
reopens . . . page 9
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Mess and mayhem as lockdown rules are flouted
Continued from page 1

There were reports of young people drinking and
misusing canisters at the open space in Manor Road in
Keynsham. Writing on the Keynsham Community
Facebook page on Sunday, one person said:
“Keynsham parents, if your kids were out partying up
Manor Road Park last night, do you fancy sending them
back up there with a bin bag?”
Other hotspots included Redfield Edge School playing fields
in Oldland Common where up to 30 youngsters were seen

Crowds descended on Saltford
Pictures: Saltford Environment Group

Some of the rubbish collected in Saltford
at the weekend
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shouting, drinking, and misusing gas canisters into the early
hours of Saturday.
There was also evidence of canisters at Aitchison playing
field in Oldland Common. And a group of young people not
social distancing were seen in the play area at Tweeny Lane
in North Common on Saturday night. A local resident

collected five bags of rubbish from there on Sunday.
Canisters and other litter including cans, bottles and
disposable barbecues were also found strewn over the
playing field at Longwell Green Community Centre at the
weekend.
See Letters, page 8.
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Keep out! Council
urges people not to visit
Wick nature reserve
South
Gloucestershire
Council is urging people to
stay away from Wick
Golden Valley
Local
Nature Reserve amid
concerns that the crowds
of visitors are unable to
socially distance and are
harming the site.
The council’s StreetCare
department posted on their
Facebook page on Friday,
prior to another hot
weekend:
“We
are
experiencing very high
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visitor numbers to the nature
reserve. There are concerns
regarding people not being
able to adhere safely to
social distancing guidelines
and to the disturbance to
wildlife and damage to the
reserve.
“As a result we are asking
people not to visit the site at
this time. Please visit other
public open spaces for your
exercise
until
further
notice.”
However, the advice was not
heeded and there were
reports of hundreds of
people still turning up over
the
weekend.
One
commented on Facebook:
“This has had no effect
whatsoever on the visitors
and traffic through Wick,
people are still walking
through the cones and the
signs, they don’t care.”
A petition was started over
the bank holiday weekend
on the change.org website
by concerned resident Mary
Harding, calling for the
nature reserve to be closed
during the coronavirus
pandemic. It has been signed
by more than 380 people. It
says: “Since lockdown was
relaxed, people have flooded
to the village of Wick to the
Golden Valley Nature
Reserve, double parking,
verbally abusing residents
and blocking the main road,
making the village more and
more
dangerous.
Not
enough is being done to
keep the residents safe.”
Last Friday Mary Harding
added on the petition that
two cyclists had been
knocked off their bikes and
taken to hospital because of
poor parking near the village

hall, which is where there is
designated parking for the
reserve.
One person comments on
the petition that it was never
envisaged that hundreds of
day trippers would flock to
the nature reserve, which has
no public amenities or
parking to deal with such an
influx of tourists.
Several cars have been
ticketed by the police for
obstructing the pavement.
This week a council
spokesperson said: “If

that they are sensible and do
not add to the congestion but
instead find an alternative
location to visit that doesn’t
look so busy.
“Alternatively
if
they
particularly want to visit that
location, then we ask that
they return home and try
again at a different time
when it might be less busy –
such as much earlier in the
morning or later in the
evening.
“Whenever people visit an
open space they should be

people arrive at an open
space and see lots of cars
parked, or people entering or
walking towards it, we ask

mindful of the local
residents and act reasonably
and responsibly during their
visit.”
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First increases services as more
employees due to return to work
First West of England introduced new timetables from
Sunday (31st May) which reflect an uplift in services to
support social distancing for customers who need to use
public transport, as the Government continues to ease the
lockdown.
The move follows further funding being made available to
bus operators in England by the Department of Transport.
This new funding follows on from the current scheme that is
due to end in June and will provide an additional £254m to
support an increase in bus service levels across the country,
as the introduction of new social distancing measures reduces
on-board capacity.
The new timetables see a slight increase in frequency on
many First West of England services to provide more buses
along the routes. This will ensure that social distancing can
continue to be met by customers who need to use the bus for
travel, in line with Government guidance. Weekend services
will continue to run on selected routes only.
The m3 metrobus service has been temporarily replaced by
the m3X (City Centre - Emersons Green direct) which is
similar but does not stop at the University of West of
England, Stoke Park or Begbrook. Customers who need to
use these stops for onward travel can change at Hambrook
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or take the m1 metrobus service
(Cribbs Causeway - Hengrove Park).
Bus capacity is now at 25% on First
West of England services. When a
bus reaches its capacity, the driver
will show a ‘SORRY BUS FULL’
display on the destination screen.
James Freeman, Managing Director
at First West of England, said: “We
would ask that commuters and the
general public only use the bus if
they do not have any other option.
Similarly, we hope employers across
the region can play their role in
reducing the strain on the bus
network by continuing to support
staff to work from home and
allowing flexible working to avoid peak-hour travel if
possible.
“We expect there will still be occasions when customers may
not be able to board their intended journey due to capacity
levels being reached. So we are therefore advising those who
cannot avoid public transport to check their journey details

in advance, avoid busier periods and allow extra time for
their journey as they may need to wait if their bus is full when
it arrives.
“The wellbeing of our passengers and drivers is our number
one priority.”
Visit www.firstgroup.com/coronaviruswoe for all service
information.
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New development proposals
for land east of Keynsham
Developers are trying again to get planning permission
to build up to 200 homes and community facilities on a
25-acre site to the east of Keynsham.
M + M Homes Ltd have launched a public consultation about
their plans to develop land off the A4 Bath Road, known as
Withies Green.
The land has been removed from the Green Belt and is
safeguarded for future residential development in the Bath
and North East Somerset Core Strategy. It sits next to Crest
Nicholson’s new Hygge Park development.
Last August (Issue 590) we reported that the developers had
withdrawn the appeal they lodged after being refused
planning permission by B&NES for 200 homes, a sports
field, access roads, foot and cyclepaths and open space.
There had been more than 300 objection comments to the
application. The council decided at the end of 2018 that the
site was not currently allocated for development and that the
existing road network didn’t have the capacity to
accommodate the increase in traffic likely to be generated.
The developers had argued that if the application was
refused, the playing field land for the new primary school
being built at Hygge Park would not be brought forward, with
the consequence that it would be delivered with little outdoor
space. But the council said the lack of additional playing
field would not have significant implications in the short term
as the school would not be fully occupied for seven years.
Now M + M Homes Ltd are trying again to get planning
permission. A spokesperson said: “As the region tries to
address the housing shortfall, we believe this is a fantastic
opportunity for Keynsham and the wider B&NES area.
“This land has already been earmarked by B&NES for future
development but we’re very keen to hear the views of local
6

people through our online consultation.”
The developers say the scheme would enable the expansion
of the proposed school being built at Hygge Park, with
enhanced facilities to cater for the increased local population,
alongside a new community hub, sports pitches and open
space provision, including wetlands and orchards. Thirty per
cent of the homes would be ‘affordable’.
The draft proposals for the development can be seen at
www.withiesgreendevelopment.co.uk until 19th June. People
are invited to leave their feedback before a planning
application is submitted to B&NES Council later in the year.
Hard copies of the consultation materials can be sent via post
on request by calling 01225 423400.
Saltford Environment Group (SEG), which objected to the
previous proposals, as did the parish council, said: “Our 550+
members should be assured that SEG is monitoring
developments, our Green Belt Campaign Team is on standby,
and SEG is waiting to see if the developer submits another
planning application to build houses where the local
community most definitely does not want them.
“SEG is aware that many residents in Keynsham feel as
strongly as Saltford residents about this issue and we hope
that both Keynsham Town Council and B&NES Council will
respond accordingly in resisting this attempt to leap-frog the
local planning process.”
Concerns have also been raised on social media. One resident
wrote on the Keynsham Community Facebook page: “The
roads are already a nightmare, especially since the one-way
system in Keynsham High Street.”
Another said: “I know people have to live somewhere, but
hasn't Keynsham had its fair share of new housing over the
last few years?”
The Week in • Wednesday 3rd June 2020

Keynsham Extinction
Rebellion lobby MP
over ‘radical changes’
Keynsham Extinction Rebellion have written to MP
Jacob Rees-Mogg, highlighting how the pandemic has
shown there are new ways of doing things for the better
and the permanent changes they feel need to be made.
They say: “With COVID-19 there have been many personal
tragedies, difficult situations and major changes to the way
we live as a consequence.
“But the crisis has also shown that we can be very adaptable
and resourceful when faced with dire consequences and the
threat to life itself. The benefit of carbon emissions falling
dramatically is giving the planet some hope that we are able,
when motivated, to reduce the devastating impact that
climate change is already having.”
The letter goes on: “The temptation would be to kick-start
our economy by trying to return to ‘business as usual’ as
quickly as possible. However, we believe that this pause in
our ‘normal’ way of operating whilst enforcing restrictions
has also given us opportunities. Many of us have seen that
there are new ways of doing things that can lead to permanent
changes for the better. We have to and we can make these
changes for the sake of the planet.
“As our MP and someone who has huge political power,
locally, nationally and internationally, we plead with you to
accept the responsibility to honestly appraise the situation,
to act now and to make the changes that are essential for us,
our children and our grandchildren and to prevent the mass
extinction that climate scientists are currently predicting.”
Keynsham Extinction Rebellion highlight ideas including
speeding up the development of clean energy through
research, finance and jobs; and increasing investment in
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communications technology to reduce business travel and
encourage new ways of working.
They say HS2 is clearly the wrong direction of travel and the
millions saved by dropping it should be ploughed back into
the local existing rail network: “For example, in B&NES, the
electrification of the line to Bristol Temple Meads needs to
be finished and millions of pounds were wasted when the
plug was pulled on completing this project, after the line had
already been lowered.
“Local train and bus services in this constituency have to be
improved so that they are more regular, reliable and
affordable. For example, a more frequent train service from
Keynsham should be introduced, along with a feasibility
study into opening a station at Saltford.”
The group’s other requests include encouraging local
production of food and goods, and an end to non-essential
flights, instead developing rail, ship and coach mass transit
services for holidays. They call for agriculture to be
reformed, especially with regard to overuse of chemicals and
antibiotics, and an end to factory farming.
They want the manufacture of vehicles which cannot achieve
at least 50mpg as a yearly average to be stopped immediately,
and are calling for an enforced national 60mph maximum
speed limit to reduce petrol consumption.
The letter says: “A Government with a majority of 80 can
surely make these necessary radical changes, given the
political will? Our current experience shows that the vast
majority will support tough and realistic action and our
demands are echoed by many other groups in your
constituency.”
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LETTERS
Show some consideration!
Dear Editor
Will visitors to Saltford in cars during the
easing of lockdown restrictions please
consider the need for emergency vehicle
access at all times, and will all visitors
please take your rubbish (litter) home with
you!
Many shy species of wildlife that are
particularly sensitive to human activity are
under severe threat from the mayhem
currently descending on Saltford's
riverside areas during the sunny weather
as visitors flout lockdown social distancing
laws and bring and leave behind huge
volumes of litter.
The lack of public toilet facilities is adding
to the problem as some visitors choose to
use the fields, roadside verges and
riverbank as a public loo.
With key residential side roads blocked for
hours on end, including the narrow High
Street (only space for single file traffic in
most places), The Shallows, Beech Road
and Norman Road during peak visiting
times (sunny afternoons and in particular
at weekends) there are real concerns from
residents that emergency services will be
delayed from assisting residents and
visitors needing their assistance. Some of
Saltford's residents are key workers (e.g.
NHS doctors) who when on-call are at risk
of finding their vehicles blockaded in their
homes.
The magnificent volunteers, Saltford
Wombles, assisted by landowners and
others have litter picked and collected
huge volumes of litter, filling well over
300 full-size bin bags in May alone.
Alarmingly, 4,000 nitrous oxide canisters
(known as ‘Hippy Crack’ but potentially
very dangerous for the person inhaling the
gas via a balloon) in one early morning
clearance (Sunday 31st) from the
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day/night before alone!
Phil Harding Harding MBE
Chairman
Saltford Environment Group

Don’t miss the chance to
have your say
Dear Editor
As the local Member of Parliament, I have
long campaigned for Kingswood high
street and shopping centre, along with the
derelict Whitfield Tabernacle site, to be
regenerated. I believe that we now have a
real opportunity to seize the chance for
new investment in Kingswood, thanks to
the government’s recently created ‘Future
High Streets Fund’.
In Westminster, I have held meetings with
local government ministers already to
demonstrate to them the huge potential
that government investment in Kingswood
could bring. South Gloucestershire
Council are now putting together a bid into
this new fund. Successful high streets
could secure between £5m – £25m and the
council has been asked to submit its final
proposals by the summer. Any extra
funding would add to the £3m that
Kingswood has received through the
‘Love our High Streets’ initiative funded
by the West of England Mayor Tim
Bowles. South Gloucestershire Council is
now inviting people to have their say on
ambitious and exciting plans, centred
around Regent Street and the adjacent
Whitfield Tabernacle, which has already
received almost £700,000 from Mayor
Bowles to stabilise the building and open
it to members of the public. The council
now wants to secure the additional funding
needed to fully restore and transform the
Tabernacle into a performance arts centre
and cultural cinema, while the
neighbouring Masters Church is converted

into new homes and the cemetery becomes
a new park. Another aspect of the plans is
to pedestrianise part of Regent Street
between Park Road and Moravian Road.
The consultation is open until midnight on
7th June and I would urge you to have your
say. You can do this by visiting
www.southglos.gov.uk/FutureKingswood
and complete the online survey.
Alternatively, you can request a postal
survey by calling the consultation team on
01454 868154. I will endeavour to keep
you updated through my local team, as
more of the details are confirmed for these
important Kingswood projects. For now,
thank you for all of your support, which
has been so key to the momentum that
continues to build for unprecedented
investment into our historic town.
If there is anything I can help with during
this difficult time, please do email
chris.skidmore.mp@parliament.uk or ring
my office on 0117 9081524.
Chris Skidmore
MP for Kingswood

High streets are at the
heart of our recovery
Dear Editor
The COVID-19 virus has put rocket
boosters onto what was already an
alarming decline of the traditional high
street. Not only will we have seen a
significant shift to online shopping, but
many people, particularly those who are
vulnerable, are scared to go out and will
remain so for some time.
Given how central our high streets are to
our communities, there is a huge amount
of effort going into how we take the bold
action that we need to help support our
high streets to safely reopen for trade.
As we look to a near-term future returning
to as normal life as possible, while

maintaining social distancing to minimise
the risk of further spreading the COVID19 virus, South Gloucestershire Council
and the West of England Combined
Authority are preparing to invest
significantly in our high streets. This will
be vital for local jobs, not to mention
mental health and wellbeing, as people are
keen to get back to work and, in ways that
keep us all safe, be out and about
supporting local businesses, many of
which have shown creativity and
innovation in support of their communities
throughout lockdown.
We are preparing for the easing of
restrictions on non-essential retail
throughout June, which is why we are keen
to act now. We will work closely with
businesses and retailers, so that people can
be encouraged back to the high street and
be reassured that their safety is being
designed into the experience.
Our high streets will look and feel different
if they are to thrive in the weeks and
months ahead. We will need to allow
shops, restaurants and cafes to trade
outside immediately in front of their
premises. We will need to provide extra
space for locals to get around safely and be
able to maintain social distancing, whether
on foot or by bike. And because there is
only so much total space available, it
means that on-street road space for cars
will need to reduce. But we, of course, will
continue to maintain our network of
council car parks and their associated free
parking.
As we plan to emerge from the COVID-19
outbreak stronger and in closer touch with
our communities, it is vital that we put our
high streets at the heart of our recovery.
Toby Savage
Leader of South Gloucestershire
Council
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Bulky waste collection service
resumes in South Glos
South Gloucestershire Council’s waste collection service for bulky
household items like furniture, large domestic appliances and
mattresses has now been reinstated after being temporarily suspended
due to the coronavirus outbreak.
The council says it has been working hard to reinstate the waste and
recycling services affected by the outbreak, starting with garden waste
and weekly recycling in April, followed by the reopening of Sort It
recycling centres at Mangotsfield, Thornbury and Yate in mid-May,
and now the bulky waste collection service for which the charge is
£29 for up to three items. There is a concessionary rate of £14.50 for
those on certain benefits. To book call 01454 868000.
You can also take large items to the Sort It recycling centres if it is
unsafe to store them at home. Social distancing measures are in place
at the sites and temporary extended opening hours from 6am to 6pm
will continue until further notice.
The council is not able to collect items like fixtures and fittings,
building waste, fence panels or sheds. For more information about
collections

for

large

household

items

visit

https://beta.southglos.gov.uk/collection-of-large-household-items/

Celebrating the Queen’s birthday
Following on from the success of Saltford’s VE Day Stay at Home
street party, there is another opportunity to meet up safely with
neighbours on Saturday 13th June from 3pm onwards to celebrate the

Be prepared for long
queues at Keynsham
recycling centre
Keynsham recycling centre reopened at 8am last
Wednesday – but with a wait time of more than two
hours, B&NES Council staff had to turn cars away.
Shortly after the Pixash Lane centre reopened to four
cars at a time, the council put on social media: “The
queue for the site is now full and no new cars are able
to join, wait times are over 2 hours, please do not travel
at the current time.”
The council has followed Government guidance to
reopen the Keynsham site and says it is the only one in
the district that can safely operate within current social
distancing guidelines so it is expected to be very busy.
You can check the latest queue times before you travel
at https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/keynsham-recyclingcentre Residents, who should take proof of address with
them, are allowed to visit on certain days based on a
number plate system alternating between odd and even

numbers. Today (Wednesday) is even numbers.
Journeys must only be taken if people are unable to
keep their waste and recycling at home without causing
a risk to their health. Otherwise they must continue
temporarily storing their waste and are encouraged to
make full use of kerbside services until social
distancing has been relaxed.
The centre currently has extended opening hours of
8am-7.30pm Mondays to Fridays, 8am-3.45pm on
Saturdays and 8am-1pm on Sundays.
There are signs informing people how long their
waiting time will be, depending on their position in the
queue.
Recycling centre staff are not able to assist with
unloading of waste. Only one person from each vehicle
can unload unless specific assistance is needed with a
large or bulky item.

Queen’s birthday. The initiative has come from Saltford Community
Association. As part of the celebrations residents are encouraged to
make and display a scarecrow for a village trail with a Queen or key
worker theme. The association is planning to produce a trail map. To
be included, email your name and address to help@saltfordhub.org
no later than Wednesday 10th June.

Retrospective bid to change office to clinic
A retrospective planning application has been lodged with South
Gloucestershire Council to change the use of an office in Warmley to
a sports therapy clinic.
The application is for The Outhouse at The Carriage Works, London
Road. The planning reference is P20/08744/F.

Sudoku
1-Easy

SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 7th June

2 -Hard

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green
(10.30am-4pm)
Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm)
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)
Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park
(9.30am-4.30pm)
Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH
(10am-4pm)
Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)
Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds
(10am-4pm)
Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway
(11am-5pm)
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Repair work to electricity pole after crash
Work was being carried out last week to repair an electricity
pole on Keynsham Road at Willsbridge after a car crashed

into it on Bank Holiday Monday, bringing down 11,000-volt
cables.

Three people suffered minor injuries in the collision, which
happened at around 10pm. People in Bitton, Oldland
Common and Longwell Green reported hearing a bang and
that their lights had dimmed.

Discretionary fund launches
to support small businesses
More South Gloucestershire small businesses that have

Rates Relief; and Bed & Breakfasts that pay council tax,

been directly impacted by the coronavirus outbreak can

rather than business rates.

now apply for a grant of up to £5,000 through the new

Other examples of the type of businesses that could be

Discretionary Fund for Small Businesses.

eligible

More than £2.6m has been made available by Government

organisations not eligible for Small Business Rate Grants

to support South Gloucestershire businesses who are

due to payment to a landlord of all-inclusive rent.

ineligible for other financial schemes, such as the Small

Applications are open until 8th June with eligible

Business Grant Scheme and the Retail Hospitality and

businesses expected to demonstrate a significant drop in

South Gloucestershire Dementia Action Alliance is

Leisure Grant Scheme.

income because of the coronavirus pandemic restriction

unable to run any face-to-face Dementia Friends sessions

The fund will prioritise businesses in shared space, such

measures.

at the moment due to COVID-19, but it doesn't mean the

as units in industrial parks, the Science Park and

The council has said that funding is limited and the scheme

need for dementia-friendly communities has stopped.

incubators which do not have their own business rates

is likely to be oversubscribed.

Online sessions that you can take part in from the comfort

assessment; regular market traders; small charity

For further information visit

of your living room, are being held. Find out more at:

properties that would meet the criteria for Small Business

www.southglos.gov.uk/discretionaryfund

https://southernbrooks.org.uk/dementia/sgdaa/

include
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1. Branch of
mathematics (8)

2. Female relative (4)

6. Absent (4)

4. Cavalryman (6)

8. Is able to (3)

5. Wound mark (4)

9. Badge (8)

6. African nation (6)

10. Shine intensely (4)

7. Nuclear (6)

12. Later on (5)

11. Era (5)

14. Panache (5)

12. Boring tool (5)

17. In addition (4)

13. Souvenir (5)

18. Trust (8)

14. Healthy (3)

20. Climbing plant (8)

15. Irritate (5)

24. A few (4)

16. Regenerate (5)

25. Wading bird (5)

19. Forbid (3)

26. Wary (5)

21. Papal emissary (6)

29. Aspect (4)

22. Instant (6)

Online support for
people with dementia

3. Bosses (6)

30. Wind instrument (8) 23. Ferocious (6)
31
32
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31. Mesh (3)

24. Consecutive (6)

32. Dense fabric (4)

27. Deeds (4)

33. British currency (8)

28. Flowerless plant (4)
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New cycle lane for ring road
between Hambrook and M32?
A new cycle lane could be created on the
ring road between Hambrook and the
M32.
South Gloucestershire Council says it is one
of a number of measures it is looking at to
help people get to work safely and encourage
cycling and sustainable travel.
A spokesperson said: “We are exploring a
number of potential schemes including one
on the A4174 ring road between Hambrook
and the M32 where we are considering
creating a new cycle lane.”
The council says more details will be
announced as soon as plans are confirmed.
Meanwhile as lockdown is affecting data
being collected for the 18-month air quality
trial under way at Hambrook, the council has
said it is seeking Government advice on the
best way forward.
The experimental traffic order, which started
last August, restricts some movements for
vehicles at the Hambrook traffic signals,
with the aim being to improve air quality.
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The Government ordered improvements to
nitrogen dioxide levels on the ring road
between Junction 1 of the M32 and the
A4017 Bromley Heath roundabout for all
road users, including motorists, bus
passengers, cyclists and pedestrians.
The changes, which are in line with the
arrangements implemented during the ninemonth Bromley Heath Viaduct works in
2017/2018, include removal of the right turn
on to the B4058 from the westbound
carriageway of the ring road.
The straight-on movement for the B4058
northbound from Frenchay has also
been removed, as has the right turn from
the B4058 from Frenchay onto the A4174.
The changes also include the removal of the
bus lane through to the M32 so drivers can
use all three lanes on the westbound
approach.
The council invited people to make
comments via its consultation webpage
during the first six months of the trial. More

than 1,300 people responded. The six months
from February are being used to examine
those responses, and analyse air quality data
received over this period.

The final six months will be used to decide
what the council is going to do and, if it
decides to make the changes permanent, to
complete the legal process.
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Football club in planning
appeal against landlord

New bid to fell
protected trees

A Government-appointed inspector has been asked to

metres which was imposed as councillors were concerned

decide whether AEK-BOCO can change two important

about the harm a higher fence would cause to the character

planning conditions after an appeal was lodged against

of the open space at Greenbank Road, which is also used by

South Gloucestershire Council for failing to make a

the wider community.

decision.

In March, as we reported in Issue 618,

We have been charting the ongoing saga of AEK-BOCO’s

Development Management Committee had been due to

attempts to improve facilities at the ground in Greenbank

decide on the changes the club were requesting, but

Road in Hanham, which they lease from the council.

councillors halted their debate because of confusion on how

The club say the lighting condition is too restrictive as they

often the club intend to use the floodlights. The application

want to use the 18m high floodlights not just for their men’s

was deferred to enable officers to check the terms of the

first team to compete in the Toolstation Western League (as

existing lease agreement and in particular restrictions that

and when they reach it) but also to improve facilities for the

limit the number of matches that can be played.

women’s team and to allow for an under-18s team to compete

Now GrassRoots Power, who have been helping AEK-

in a midweek floodlit league.

BOCO with the application, have lodged an appeal with the

The club have also applied to vary the condition on a fence

Secretary of State for Housing, Communities & Local

they want to erect around the main pitch which they say

Government because the council has failed to make a

needs to be 1.83 metres to meet FA regulations to play in

decision within an appropriate timescale (eight weeks).

Toolstation matches. Currently there is a condition of 1.2

The appeal reference is APP/P0119/W/20/3252440.

the council’s

Following a failed planning application last year to fell
16 protected trees at Wilson Engineering’s site at
Legacy House in Tower Road North in Warmley, a new
bid has been lodged with South Gloucestershire Council
to fell four trees and reduce the height of a further 10.
The protection order on the trees dates back to 1986.
The original application was to chop down five silver
birches and 11 cypress trees. The applicant said the
silver birches were causing “excessive debris” and that
all the trees were of a low amenity value.
However, the council said that while the trees may not
be the most significant of specimens, their loss would
harm the look of the area and that they provide many
benefits, including absorbing carbon dioxide and
providing a habitat for birds.
The latest application is to fell three silver birch and a
sorbus tree and reduce the height of 10 Lawson cypress
trees to leave a finished height of six metres. The
planning reference is P20/08309/TRE.
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‘Picnic squares’
created in
Page Park
The park staff at Page Park in Staple
Hill have created ‘picnic squares’
designed to demonstrate how household
groups can maintain social distance
within the latest guidelines.

Slow down, save lives

Sawmill donates new
friendship bench to school
A primary school has a brightly coloured
new friendship bench, thanks to Warmley
sawmill Bendrey Brothers.
The old bench, which had served pupils at
Cherry Garden Primary School in Bitton for
a number of years, had played an important
role during break times, providing children
with a designated place to communicate to
others that they were looking for someone to
play with.
However, it had to be taken away as it was
in a poor state. Wanting to source a new one,
the PTA approached Bendrey Brothers. Chris
Bendrey offered to donate a bench and
although there was some minor damage, he

arranged it to be repaired and delivered it.
The PTA painted the bench, with the help of
a Year 2 pupil who designed the writing and
pictures. The new bench now takes pride of
place in the main school playground.
Deb Roberts, who chairs the PTA, said:
“Due to the donation, we have also been able
to focus our fundraising efforts on other
areas. Our PTA and school community are
very grateful and would like to thank
Bendrey Brothers for their generosity and
support. It's lovely to have the support of a
local company. We are looking forward to
the bench being used by many children for
years to come.”

Sudoku Solutions
1-Easy
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With the gradual relaxing of lockdown

keep our communities safe.

restrictions, police nationally are stepping

“We have an established network of

up activity to remind motorists of the

community speed watch volunteers who

importance of travelling at safe speed and

are our eyes and ears for community

within the speed limit.

speeding information. We have also

Avon & Somerset Police are taking part in

listened to localised speeding issues raised

the operation, which runs until Sunday 7th

by the public. We will be responding to

June, with a continued focus on

areas of concern with a visible presence.

addressing community speeding concerns.

“As we emerge from lockdown, we all

Inspector Frazer Davey, roads policing

have a responsibility to slow down, avoid

and collision investigation lead for Avon

putting ourselves and others at risk and

& Somerset Police, said: “We are ramping

make our roads as safe as they can be.”

up our road safety activity to drive home

Figures show that on average 17 people

the

and

are killed and 126 are seriously injured

inappropriate speed kills. Our officers will

every month in the UK, where speeding

be carrying out awareness, education and

is believed to have been a significant

ultimately enforcement activity to help

factor.

message

that

excessive

Resurfacing work in Downend
There will be major resurfacing works on Badminton Road, Downend Road and North
Street in Downend from 9th to 26th June.
The work, which South Glos Council warns will be very noisy, will be carried out
overnight from 8pm to 6am and will involved closure, with traffic diverted.

Crossword Solution

2-Hard
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Service Directory
Architectural
Services

Garden Services

Home
Maintenance

Plumbing

Tree Services

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more
Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs

£21.00
+ VAT

Chimney Sweeps

per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

Adverts cost £4.20 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper

Plastering

each insertion
becomes

Foot Health

Waste Disposal

1 week - £21
2 weeks - £18.90
4 wk - £17.85
6 wk - £16.80
8 wk - £15.75

Plumbing
Guttering

12 wk - £14.70
26 wk - £13.65

Roofing

52 wk - £12.60
All prices per week
exc VAT

Windows & Doors

Garden Services

Home Help

Sewing Lessons

You don't have to book
successive weeks.
You can choose
fortnightly, monthly
or specific insertion
dates as long as the
total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.
Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM
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DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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