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New development proposals
for land east of Keynsham

Developers are trying again to get planning permission to
build up to 200 homes and community facilities on a 25-acre
site to the east of Keynsham.

road network didn’t have the capacity to accommodate the increase
in traffic likely to be generated.

The land has been removed from the Green Belt and is safeguarded for future residential development in the Bath and North
East Somerset Core Strategy. It sits next to Crest Nicholson’s new
Hygge Park development.

But the council said the lack of additional playing field would not
have significant implications in the short term as the school would
not be fully occupied for seven years.

M + M Homes Ltd have launched a public consultation about their
plans to develop land off the A4 Bath Road, known as Withes
Green.

Last August (Issue 590) we reported that the developers had withdrawn the appeal they lodged after being refused planning permission by B&NES for 200 homes, a sports field, access roads, foot
and cyclepaths and open space.

There had been more than 300 objection comments to the
application. The council decided at the end of 2018 that the site
was not currently allocated for development and that the existing
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The developers had argued that if the application was refused, the
playing field land for the new primary school being built at Hygge
Park would not be brought forward, with the consequence that it
would be delivered with little outdoor space.

Now M + M Homes Ltd are trying again to get planning permission.
A spokesperson said: “As the region tries to address the housing
shortfall, we believe this is a fantastic opportunity for Keynsham
and the wider B&NES area.”
“This land has already been earmarked by B&NES for future development but we’re very keen to hear the views of local people
through our online consultation.”
Continued on page 2
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New development proposals
for land east of Keynsham

The developers say the scheme would enable the expansion of the
proposed school being built at Hygge Park, with enhanced facilities
to cater for the increased local population, alongside a new
community hub, sports pitches and open space provision, including
wetlands and orchards. Thirty per cent of the homes would be ‘affordable’.

Continued from page 1

But Keynsham East councillor Andy Wait is urging locals to make
their objections known to B&NES planners. When The Week In
posted this story on its website he commented: “This is safeguarded
land and should not be built on until 2026 at the earliest. With the
new local plan thrown out, we are going to get speculative plans
like this. Please, all who don't like it, write to B&NES planning and
object when they apply for planning permission
which they haven't done yet.”

The draft proposals for the development can be
seen at www.withiesgreendevelopment.co.uk
until 19th June. People are invited to leave their
feedback before a planning application is submitted to B&NES Council later in the year.
Hard copies of the consultation materials can be
sent via post on request by calling 01225
423400.

See also Letters page 10
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Three hurt as car hits
telegraph pole

Three people were hurt after a car collided with a telegraph pole
on the Keynsham Road at Willsbridge on Bank Holiday Monday
night.

Stop-check in Romania results
in burglary conviction

A police stop-check of a car in Romania resulted in a 23-yearold man being convicted of a series of burglaries at West Country homes, including Dyrham.
Claudiu Popa was jailed for three years and 10 months at Taunton
Crown Court on 15th May after admitting conspiracy to commit burglaries. As well as the Dyrham burglary, the charge related to offences committed in Tickenham, Nailsea, Chilton Polden, Wedmore
and Glastonbury in January 2020.

The crash happened around 10pm and people living in Bitton
and Oldland Common, Longwell Green and Wick reported hearing a bang and their lights dimming.

Crews from Hicks Gate, Kingswood and Temple fire stations attended the scene, as did the police.

White Watch at Hicks Gate fire station reported that the car had
left the road at speed and snapped the pole with 11,000 volts
cables down, and that the occupants suffered minor injuries.

Popa was stopped by police officers in Romania for a traffic offence
on 3rd February. Officers found a haul of stolen goods in his car including silverware, medals and jewellery.

He fled the country after being released for further inquiries to take
place but an intelligence report was sent from the Romanian authorities to Avon & Somerset Police, via the Metropolitan Police, linking
the items found to burglaries in Somerset.

PC Mark Pollock, from the Operation Remedy team, said: “Popa
was one of a professional gang of burglars who carried out a series
of offences in our force area. They would smash windows at the
homes they were targeting and steal silverware, jewellery, and in
some cases war medals.

“The crime group would courier the stolen property out of the country
and into mainland Europe.

“We recovered DNA evidence at some of our burglary scenes and
this evidence directly led to the arrest of Claudiu Popa in Scotland,
where he was working at a hotel after fleeing Romania. In interview,
Popa admitted his involvement in multiple burglary offences and said
items found in his car had been stolen from homes within our force
area.

“We’re now in the process of working with officers in Romania to obtain photographs of all the recovered items and reunite as many as
we can with their rightful owners, but this is going to be a complex
and painstaking process.”
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Two seriously hurt in
Kingswood crash

Police closed Two Mile Hill Road in Kingswood on Sunday
evening after a serious injury collision.
It happened at about 5.50pm and involved the riders of a motorbike and a pushbike.
Both riders were taken to hospital with serious injuries and the
road was shut for several hours to allow collision investigators
to examine the scene.
If you saw it or have CCTV/dashcam footage call 101, quoting
reference 5220112584.
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Concerns over schools’ return next week
Schools across our area are making plans to reopen their provision for some year groups after half-term.
Schools closed to the majority of pupils on 20th March but have
been open for the children of key workers and vulnerable pupils during the lockdown.

The Government has asked that schools should plan for the return
of pupils in nursery, reception, Year 1 and Year 6 after 1st June, and
want secondary schools to provide some contact from 15th June
for Years 10 and 12 to help them prepare for exams next year.

Concerns have been raised by teaching unions who oppose any
reopening of schools before reassurance that it is safe to do so, and
last week the British Medical Association said: “A focus on arbitrary
dates for schools to reopen fully is polarising. The BMA wants
schools to reopen as soon as it is safe to do so and the evidence
allows. A zero-risk approach is not possible. This is about ‘safe’
being an acceptable level of risk.
“Parents up and down the UK are asking the same question: is it
safe? The simple answer is, we do not yet know. Our neighbours in
Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland have adopted a more cautious approach, not yet opening schools until more evidence is available.

“There is growing evidence that the risk to individual children from
COVID-19 is extremely small. However, there is no united view yet
from the scientific community on how likely it is that children can
spread this deadly virus to others, including vulnerable adults.”

Bristol’s Cabinet Member for Education & Skills Anna Keen, who is
also a Year 6 teacher, said: “This is not a binary issue where the
Government announcement is correct for every school or every
child. Our Mayor and education team has made clear that we will
show trust in heads and teachers and back them. They know their
local communities. They know their families. They are best placed
to know whether they can safely open their school and how many
children they can keep safe.

“We accept that there are some schools in which the safety guidelines can be met and we will support those that can open in some
way from 1st June. We equally accept that many will not be able to
achieve that, and we support schools in their decision-making.”

Meanwhile, speaking at the South Gloucestershire Council Scrutiny
Commission meeting last week, leader Toby Savage said: “We are
aware that there will be parents and carers who are anxious about
sending their children back to school, and we do want to provide
assurance that as a local authority, and working with our schools,
our first priority is to keep children and young people safe.”

He said the council has been planning its response and from 1st
June the council is expecting to see a phased return of pupils to
schools, and central to that is the health and wellbeing of children,
young people and staff, and ensuring that what is planned is at the
right time and the right pace: “That will be different for each individual school. Our school leaders have been working tirelessly in their
planning for the reopening.”

He said individual school plans would have to reflect the communities that they serve: “Each plan for each school will be based upon
the needs of the pupils, including a risk assessment of staffing available and the nature of the school buildings.”

In response to a question from Cllr Andrea Reid about whether the
council intends to take action against parents who are too scared
to send them to school, Cllr Savage said: “No, and that was explicit
in the Government guidance that was issued that there wouldn’t be
those measures taken.”

Explaining the situation in Bath & North East Somerset Council,
council leader Dine Romero said: “We are working closely with all
schools in B&NES, who are already making plans ahead of 1st June
to start to reopen their provision for some year groups. Schools will
be following the Department for Education guidance in planning this
provision and will start to communicate closely with their parents regarding what they will be able to offer. Not all schools or settings
will be able to offer full-time provision to the identified year groups
given the guidance they have to follow around pupil numbers, safe
working and also staff availability. This may lead to a range of
arrangements being put in place, e.g. part-time provision, staggered
start and finish times, and short weeks.
“This is a significant piece of work and schools will do their best to
reassure parents of the changes that they will be making to enable
their schools to be safe spaces for additional children returning to
their school sites.”

We will make our own decisions, says academies’ chief

The chief executive of Wellsway Multi-Academy Trust, which runs
several schools in our area, says it is making plans for how they
might open more widely from 8th June.

Andrea Arlidge said that since the start of the lockdown, WMAT
has provided a service for children whose parents are key workers
and those who are vulnerable including during the holidays.

She said: “For now, we are simply making plans for how we might
open WMAT schools more widely from 1st June. As a trust, we
have decided in principle that our schools will not open to more
pupils until Monday 8th June and, if this is the case, each school
will hold two in-school training days for staff on Thursday 4th and
Friday 5th June to ensure all the preparations are in place for the
children to return.”
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Mrs Arlidge said the Government was due to make its final decision
this week on whether to open schools more widely when it reviews
the latest science, including transmission rates, adding: “We will
make our own decisions based on our capacity and risk assessments. It must be emphasised that the safety of our pupils and staff
is our over-riding priority.”
Meanwhile Cabot Learning Federation, which also runs several
academies locally and has been open for priority groups of children, said it would only progress its plans for welcoming more children back from 1st June if the Prime Minister confirms that the five
key tests set by the Government justify changes at that time.

Chief executive Steve Taylor said: “We will continue to regularly
review and prioritise safety arrangements for all pupils and staff as
we move through the term.”
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Over £5k raised for hospital that
saved coronavirus patient’s life

Clare and Steve handing over some of the gifts at the RUH

Family, friends and work colleagues of a Keynsham woman
treated for COVID-19 have raised more then £5,000 to help staff
at Bath’s Royal United Hospital who treated her.

Clare Hill, who works at the Co-operative Food store in Queens
Road, was admitted to the intensive care unit at the RUH in late
March and after spending time recovering on the Charlotte Ward is
thankfully now recovering at home. While on the ward, which is located in a previously unused building, she found from the nursing
staff that the facilities were pretty basic.

In order to thank them for what they had done, Clare and husband
Steve joined with staff at the Keynsham Co-op and other Southern
Cooperative branches in the area to raise money to provide some
basics and home comforts for when the staff are not working,

Through customer donations, individual fundraising and a £2,500
contribution from Southern Co-op's ‘Love Your Neighbourhood’
fund, they raised £5,629. The money is being used to benefit both
patients and nursing staff with six iPads for patients who have been
diagnosed with COVID-19 to help them stay in touch with their

friends and family.

Clare’s husband Steve raised £600 through his own fundraising for
a TV for the ward while the staff room is being equipped with a kettle, toaster, microwave, sandwich maker and coffee machine.

Jess Hockridge, store manager at the Co-op in Queens Road, said:
"We can't thank the healthcare professionals at the RUH enough
for taking care of Clare and getting her back home safely.

“But we also want to say a massive thanks to all of our customers
and Clare's husband who helped raise this amazing amount of
money.
“Having spent time on the hospital's ward, she was able to speak
to the matron and find out exactly what they need. All of the 100
ward colleagues have to wash before and after each shift so the toiletries will come in handy for this.”

Clare said: "I want to thank everyone who's donated to the fund, all
of our wonderful customers, all of the beautiful and brave people
who helped me in ICU and on the Charlotte Ward afterwards. Without their dedication, love and care, I wouldn't be here today."

More bedrooms allowed in Hanham HMO
Plans to increase the number of bedrooms at an approved HMO
(house in multiple occupation) in Hanham have been given the
go-ahead by South Gloucestershire Council.
Last August (Issue 589) we reported that retrospective plans to
turn the former Wayside nursing home in Whittucks Road into an
eight-bed HMO had been approved.
A further application was then lodged with the council by new own-
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ers Ivy Vertex Investments to create a further two bedrooms by
reconfiguring the internal layout, modernising the interior and making it more suitable for the approved HMO use. All bedrooms will
have en-suite facilities.
The plans also include one extra parking space at the rear, bringing the total to five. There will be a dedicated refuse and recycling
storage area and a timber cycle store for 10 bikes in the front garden.
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Hordes of day-trippers head to riverside beauty spots

holiday weekend, with “families everywhere, full car parks and little
space for social distancing”.

The resident added: “People are sat on private moorings for boats
in which people live that have signs asking people not to occupy
the space. It can be very intimidating.”
There have also been reports of a large amount of litter left in the
area, including broken glass and empty sandwich packets.

With the easing of lockdown and spate of hot weather, crowds
of people have been flocking to beauty spots along the River
Avon including Kelston Mills, Saltford and Bitton.

There are concerns about the lack of social distancing, with groups
hanging out, and about the mess being left.

On Saturday the police team, who have been patrolling the riverside
picnic area at Bitton during the lockdown and since it was eased,
said they removed another 13 bags of rubbish from the beauty spot
on Saturday.
They say it is difficult to come face to face with an ever growing pile
of rubbish every time they patrol there and it's not difficult for people
to take it home with them.

Claire Warren, who lives at Kelston Mills, told The Week In yesterday: “We’ve had streams of people, families and youngsters, bringing picnics, even windbreakers, and blocking residents’ access. I’ve
never known anything like it in 13 years of living in this peaceful setting.”

Rubbish at the picnic site on Saturday
Picture credit: Hannah Bracey

She said that barbecues have been left smouldering and she cannot
take the dogs for a walk as there are bags of rubbish containing uncooked meat.
“People are also swimming near the weir, oblivious to the fatalities
that have taken place.”
She said that the police were called out last Wednesday and private
parking signs are now going up.
Meanwhile a concerned Saltford resident posted concerns on social
media about the influx of people in The Shallows area over the bank

Campaign to get nature reserve closed during pandemic
more dangerous.

“Not enough is being done to keep the
residents safe.”

Comments on the petition, which is on the
change.org website and has so far been
signed by more than 180 people, include:
“I’m sick of not being able to walk my dogs
and children where I live! Plus the rubbish
these outsiders are leaving is appalling.”

A petition has been started calling for the
Golden Valley Nature Reserve at Wick to be
closed during the coronavirus pandemic.

The online petition to South Gloucestershire
Council was started over the bank holiday
weekend by concerned resident Mary Harding.

It says: “Since lockdown was relaxed people
have flooded to the village of Wick to the
Golden Valley Nature Reserve, double parking, verbally abusing residents and blocking
the main road, making the village more and
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Another says: “It’s total madness the
amount of people going to Golden Valley at
the moment, the parking along a main road
blocking pavements, and selfishly putting locals at risk of COVID-19 by not following
Government advice.”

Nature Reserve (LNR) in recognition of its
value to the community as a site of nature
conservation importance and industrial
heritage as an iron foundry and later ochre
works. The site is owned by Cemex and
managed in partnership with South
Gloucestershire Council.
The council describes it as “truly one of the
best reserves in South Gloucestershire”.

See the petition at https://tinyurl.com/ybmvbjs6

Another villager states: “I’m sick of being
abused by day trippers.”

Signs have gone up at the entrance to
Golden Valley Road, which is a private no
through road leading to the nature reserve,
to tell people that there is no parking, and
they should instead park at Wick Village
Hall. It also urges people to keep a safe distance.
Wick Golden Valley is designated as a Local
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Warning over cooling off in rivers and lakes

Avon Fire & Rescue Service is warning of the dangers of
swimming in lakes and rivers as sports and activities start to
return to normal.
As the Government starts to lift restrictions on the amount and
types of exercise people can take part in, members of the public
are expanding their range of activities under strict social distancing
guidelines out in the open.
Swimming pools, however, remain closed which may lead to some
finding open water as a suitable alternative.

Combined with the current spell of warm weather, this could have
fatal consequences as there are those who will put themselves in
danger by cooling off in rivers, lakes, reservoirs or marinas.

Simon Shilton, Assistant Chief Fire Officer for AF&RS, said: “With
the weather getting warmer we are keen to highlight water safety
awareness to children, their parents and as wide a cross-section
of the local community as possible.
“With various waterways, lakes, a dangerous tidal river, docks and
marinas, the Avon service area has many high-risk areas.

"We would like to highlight the dangers of open water and encourage people, whatever their age, to take extra care.

“People do not understand that even the strongest swimmers can
find themselves in difficulty as the cold water causes muscles to
cramp.
“There is then a strong possibility that they cannot swim due to
muscular cramps which can then lead to drowning.”
Follow these 10 simple steps to stay safe around water:

1.
If someone falls into deep water, call 999. If you are near
the coast ask for the coastguard, if you are inland ask for the fire
service and ambulance.
2.
Never enter the water to try and save someone. This
usually ends up adding to the problem. If you go into the water
you are likely to suffer from cold water shock, which will leave you
unable to help.

3.
In an emergency, look around for any lifesaving equipment. Depending on where you are, there might be lifebelts or
throw bags – use them. If there is no lifesaving equipment, look at
what else you can use. There may be something that can help
them stay afloat – even an item such as a ball can help.
4.
You could attempt to reach out to someone struggling in
water. Clothes such as scarves, or long sticks could be used. If
you do this, lie on the ground so your entire body is safely on the

Vehicle crimes

Just after midnight on Monday 18th May, a resident of Avon
Road in Keynsham heard noises in their garden and saw two
men had broken into their van. A number of tools were stolen.
And someone stole the front and rear number plates from a vehicle parked on a driveway in Hurn Lane in Keynsham during
the night of Sunday 17th May.
If you have any information contact the police on 101 or
Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111.
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edge and reach out with your arm. Don’t stand up or lean over the
water.

5.
If you manage to get the person out of the water, they
will always need medical attention. Even if they seem fine, drowning can occur at a later stage if water has already entered the
lungs

6.
If you do fall into the water, remember the RNLI’s safety
message – Float to Live. Fight your instinct, lean back, gently
move your arms and legs and float until you can control your
breathing.
7.
When fishing, check that the spot you have chosen is
safe. Remember that riverbanks can erode.

8.
Avoid throwing sticks or balls near water for dogs and
never enter the water to try and save a dog – the dog usually manages to scramble out.

9.
Remember that alcohol reduces inhibitions and can
mean you take more risks. If you fall into water after drinking, your
chances of being able to get out of the water are decreased due
to alcohol’s impairment of simple movements.

10.
If fishing, make sure you let someone know where you
are going. Make sure you have a fully charged mobile and a good
signal.

Thieves target homes
under construction

At some point between Friday 15th May and 1.30pm on Monday
18th May, thieves entered a building site at Hicks Gate and stole
bathroom furniture and other items from homes that were under
construction.
If you have any information regarding this incident contact the
police on 101. Alternatively call Crimestoppers anonymously on
0800 555 111.
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Superstructure’s journey to Bath

The last two parts of a new prefabricated steel pedestrian and cycling
bridge arrived in Bath from Belgium last Tuesday, following the delivery of the first two sections the previous week.

On both occasions the lorry carrying the superstructure had a police
escort due to its size, causing some hold-ups for motorists en route
including on the M4, M32, A4174 ring road and the A4 through
Saltford.

Easy
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The 60-metre bridge will be the first new crossing over the River Avon
in Bath for 100 years. Each part has been placed on temporary supports before they are welded together.

B&NES Council will launch a bridge naming campaign next month,
inviting residents to submit their suggestions online.
Our thanks to reader Richard McKenzie who took this photo of the
bridge passing through Saltford last Tuesday.

Sudoku

Hard
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Let’s reduce pressure on
public transport

West of England Mayor Tim Bowles is calling on businesses
and organisations in the region to play their part in reducing
pressure on public transport as lockdown restrictions are progressively eased.
The Government’s phased plan to get people back to work is under
way but capacity is at just a fraction of normal levels on buses and
trains due to social distancing.

The West of England Combined Authority, as Regional Transport
Authority, is working with providers and businesses to ensure that
public transport is increased to meet the needs of businesses and
local communities while operating in line with Government guidance.
The Mayor, backed by business leaders, is asking for companies to

Taxi safety guidelines
during pandemic

New safety guidelines to protect people using taxis and private hire vehicles and their drivers during the pandemic
have been issued by Bristol City Council.

The guidance is designed to keep taxis drivers and their passengers safe from the spread of infection from coronavirus, as well
as giving confidence to citizens who rely on this mode of transport.

Advice for licensed drivers in Bristol includes cleaning vehicles
between journeys, providing hand gel, not carrying multiple passengers from different households, as well as customer seating
arrangements and encouraging card payment methods.

Tim Bowles

do what they can to reduce pressure on the transport network particularly at peak times by advising their staff on how to travel safely
and adapting working arrangements where possible.

He said: “That includes continuing to work from home if possible,
changing start and finish times to avoid staff having to travel at peak
times and encouraging cycling and walking. I recognise that these
measures aren’t possible for all types of businesses, but if all do
what we can, we can make sure travel is as safe as it can be.

“Over the coming months my economic taskforce will be supporting
businesses to get back to work safely helping them to adapt to new
working practices and encouraging new active travel habits.
Together, we can get our region moving again while keeping our
residents and employees safe.”

James Freeman, Managing Director at First West of England, said:
“We welcome the Mayor’s support in getting employers across the
region to do their bit in sharing important messages about travelling
safely with their colleagues. This will help to relieve pressure on the
bus system as the lockdown is gradually lifted. Commuters travelling
to work may need to be patient as there will inevitably be less capacity on our services because of the social distancing measures
that we’ve introduced in line with Government guidance. Together,
we are working to ensure that the West of England gets moving
again, with the economy back on its feet as soon as possible.”

GWR Interim Managing Director, Matthew Golton, said: “With social
distancing guidance in place we are able to carry as little as a tenth
of the usual number of passengers, and customers are not yet able
to use trains as freely as they once did.

“We are doing everything we can to carry as many people, safely,
as we can. This will make sure that those who absolutely need to
travel by train can do so.”
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Drivers should also ensure their vehicles are compliant and that
their own health is not putting anyone at risk, and provide reasonable assistance to passengers who require it, including those
using wheelchairs, following the additional hygiene precautions
outlined in the new guidance.

Kye Dudd, Cabinet Member for Transport at the council, said:
“We’re prioritising the health and safety of everyone in Bristol.
We understand the concern that the pandemic has caused many
people and businesses around the city about using the taxi and
private hire trade.

“Many citizens, especially those that are elderly and disabled,
are not able to walk or cycle to destinations and rely on taxis for
safe and reliable transport. Drivers too are worried for the impact
the pandemic is having on custom and want to be able to return
to work safely.

"We want to build up confidence in them as one of the safest
forms of our transport network.’’

Work under way to ensure
social distancing

Public transport campaigner David Redgewell this week said he
had received information that the West of England Authority
(WECA) is working on a policy with operators to ensure social
distancing at bus stops, interchanges and railway stations in line
with Government guidance.

He said in some cases bus stops and shelters would move and
there would be marshalling in places, particularly in central Bristol but possibly at other key locations such as Keynsham and
Kingswood town centres.
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LETTERS

Cancellation of Warmley
Flower Show
Dear Editor

It is with regret that the Warmley Flower
Show Committee have decided to cancel
this year's show on Saturday 1st August.

First and foremost we have to think about
our visitors, judges and traders. We felt it
was impossible to hold a show of the same
quality and standard that everyone has
come to expect with social distancing in
place as the government require.
In addition there is no date for when large
social gatherings can take place.

However, we hope to see everyone at next
year's show which we aim to make better
than ever.
Stay safe.

Kelvin Bush

Chairman Warmley Flower Show

Green Belt Campaign Team
on standby
Dear Editor

Re coverage in The Week In (online, 20th
May) that Mactaggart &Mickel Homes Ltd
are looking again at trying to get planning
permission to build 200 homes on 25 acres
of safeguarded Green Belt land between
Saltford and Keynsham, next to Crest
Nicholson's new Hygge Park development
after their failed attempt in 2019.

Saltford Environment Group (SEG) and
Saltford Parish Council (SPC) submitted robust objections to those proposals that so
clearly ignored any informed knowledge of

what sustainable development actually is
and means.

There were more than 300 objection comments to the application last time and
B&NES Council refused planning permission, having decided that the site was not
currently allocated for development and that
the existing road network didn't have the capacity to accommodate the increased traffic
likely to be generated from such a development. This went to appeal and an appeal inquiry was scheduled for August 2019. After
SPC and SEG had submitted their evidence
to the Inquiry, the developer withdrew its appeal.

It seemed likely at the time that the developer was waiting to see the implications
arising from the West of England Joint Spatial Plan after the Government's inspectors
cancelled continuation of the examination
hearings on 1.8.2019. But we now live in a
very different reality.

In SEG's view, national plans for economic
recovery after the COVID-19 crisis are
highly unlikely to support the case for building homes in the wrong place, especially
while we will not know the medium-long
term effects on the UK's housing market
until things become much clearer after the
lockdown. Attempts to bring forward housing
and related developments where they are
not appropriate are extremely likely to be
strongly resisted by local communities such
as ours.
At the time of the appeal withdrawal in August 2019, SEG commented: “The local
community understands better than anyone
what the consequences are of poorly con-

ceived and wrongly located new housing
developments. What a welcome change it
would make if developers sought to work
with the local planning authority, rather than
against, the effect of which is to disrupt local
plans. This latest appeal against a planning
application refusal, a refusal that had been
strongly supported by the local community,
highlights the flaws in our planning system.

"For developers to try at will to influence
where and when new housing developments are built, regardless of sustainable
development principles and the wishes of
the local community and their local planning
authority, does not contribute to good planning and ignores the Government's declared policy that new developments should
be genuinely plan-led, i.e. not developerled.”

Our 550+ members should be assured that
SEG is monitoring developments, our
Green Belt Campaign Team is on standby,
and SEG is waiting to see if the developer
submits another planning application to
build houses where the local community
most definitely does not want them.

SEG is aware that many residents in
Keynsham feel as strongly as Saltford
residents about this issue and we hope that
both Keynsham Town Council and B&NES
Council will respond accordingly in resisting
this attempt to leap-frog the local planning
process.
Yours sincerely,

Saltford Environment Group
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Would like to thank all
of our customers over
the years for their
continued support.
In the interest of the
health and wellbeing
of our customers and
the local community
we have decided to
close at this time.
We will reopen as soon
as the situation improves.

07860 441776
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We will better any like for
like all inclusive quote
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Older patients are Mental health of over
‘safe and welcome’ in 70s faring best during
surgeries
lockdown

GPs across Bristol, South Glos and North Somerset are reassuring older members of the community that they are safe
and welcome to go into practices during the coronavirus
outbreak, following concerns they are staying away due to
fears about the virus.
The number of patients over the age of 75 who are visiting their
GP has dropped dramatically since the outbreak and doctors are
concerned that this group of patients could be missing out on
vital support and treatment for medical conditions.
Dr Alison Bolam, from NHS Bristol, North Somerset & South
Gloucestershire Clinical Commissioning Group, urged patients
to contact their practice if they have any concerns about their
health.

She said: “I want to give my assurance to our patients that we
are still here and you must not hesitate to get in touch with your
GP practice if you have concerns about your health. Whilst it is
still important to maintain social distancing during the coronavirus
outbreak, it is also just as important to seek medical advice for
any other illnesses or conditions.

“Please call your practice in the normal way to make an appointment. If phone lines are busy, please persist until you get through
to a receptionist who will arrange for a GP to call you if needed
to discuss your problem. If the GP needs to see you in person,
you will be offered an appointment to attend the practice or the
GP will visit you if required.”

All practices are managing social distancing in waiting rooms and
have separate areas so patients with symptoms of coronavirus
do not come into contact with non-coronavirus areas. Patients
are encouraged to wear a mask, or they will be offered one at
the practice. GPs will wear a mask, apron and gloves, or if there
is any possibility of coronavirus, full personal protective equipment (PPE).

Patients who are shielded will have their individual needs assessed and can come to a non-coronavirus area of the practice
or be visited at home if needed.

Kay Libby, CEO of Age UK Bristol said some older people were
avoiding practices over concerns that GPs may be too busy caring for patients with coronavirus. “There is confusion among
older people whether GP practices are open and if they can go
in. If they have been told that some routine clinics have been
stopped, they may presume that this means that they are not
able to go to their surgery at all.

“It is likely that the people who are avoiding GP appointments
are the ones who need them the most as they are more likely to
have age-related health conditions.”

Older people who would like help with practical, social or emotional issues can contact the Support Hub for Older People on
0117 9297537. Patients who think they may have coronavirus
should contact NHS 111 either online at 111.nhs.uk or call 111.
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A national poll commissioned by Saga has found that the mental health of the over 70s has been the least impacted by lockdown measures when directly compared to other age groups.

The findings, published to mark last week’s Mental Health Awareness Week, might surprise many people who have expressed concern over how the over 70s are faring in the COVID-19 pandemic.
While there have been marked increases in anxiety, depression and
loneliness among the over 70s, the increases are significantly
below those of younger age groups.
Of those surveyed, only 12% of over 70s felt lonelier during lockdown, compared to 52% of 18 to 24-year-olds; 32% of 25 to 34year-olds; 28% of 35 to 44-year-olds, and 21% of 45 to
54-year-olds.

A fifth of over 70s have become more anxious during lockdown, but
that compares to 47% of 18 to 24-year-olds; 39% of 25 to 34-yearolds; 41% of 35 to 44-year-olds, and 33% of 45 to 54-year-olds.

The over 70s are challenging the age-old stereotype that older generations are the loneliest age group by demonstrating their resilience to the lockdown measures. The survey indicates that many
have taken the need to spend more time at home in their stride and
adapted better than other age groups to the new limitations on their
movement.

To help keep up spirits during lockdown, Saga launched the #NotGoingOutClub, creating engaging content for Saga members and
customers. This included joining forces with a number of celebrities
to create podcasts and guests to date have included Joanna Lumley, Alan Titchmarsh, Roger Daltry and John Sergeant.

Nick Stace, chief strategy officer at Saga, said: “The resilience and
stoicism of people over 70 shines through this survey. We at Saga
know that those in this age group are fiercely independent and determined to live life to the fullest – and now we can see that they
have adapted better to lockdown than other age groups.
“Even so, the limitations on social interaction have had a knock-on
effect on mental health across all ages, perhaps unsurprisingly
given the fact that COVID-19 is undoubtedly the most significant
peacetime challenge we have collectively faced in our lifetime.”
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Football club in planning appeal against landlord

A Government-appointed inspector has been asked to decide
whether AEK-BOCO can change two important planning conditions after an appeal was lodged against South
Gloucestershire Council for failing to make a decision.

We have been charting the ongoing saga of AEK-BOCO’s attempts
to improve facilities at the ground in Greenbank Road in Hanham,
which they lease from the council.

The club say the lighting condition is too restrictive as they want to
use the 18m high floodlights not just for their men’s first team to
compete in the Toolstation Western League (as and when they
reach it) but also to improve facilities for the women’s team and to
allow for an under-18s team to compete in a midweek floodlit
league.
The club have also applied to vary the condition on a fence they
want to erect around the main pitch which they say needs to be 1.83
metres to meet FA regulations to play in Toolstation matches. Cur-

rently there is a condition of 1.2 metres which was imposed as councillors were concerned about the harm a higher fence would cause
to the character of the open space at Greenbank Road, which is
also used by the wider community.

In March, as we reported in Issue 618, the council’s Development
Management Committee had been due to decide on the changes
the club were requesting, but councillors halted their debate because of confusion on how often the club intend to use the floodlights. The application was deferred to enable officers to check the
terms of the existing lease agreement and in particular restrictions
that limit the number of matches that can be played.

Now GrassRoots Power, who have been helping AEK-BOCO with
the application, have lodged an appeal with the Secretary of State
for Housing, Communities & Local Government because the council
has failed to make a decision within an appropriate timescale (eight
weeks). The appeal reference is APP/P0119/W/20/3252440.

Crossword
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Clues Across

Clues Down

1. Surprise attack (6)
4. Tristan and ------ (6)
8. Fine cord (6)
10. Illusion (6)
11. Continue uninterrupted (3,2)
12. Supposes (6)
14. Most secure (6)
16. Compass point (4)
17. Sleigh (4)
19. Donkey's cry (4)
22. Truth (4)
26. Dairy food (6)
27. Vigour (6)
28. Silent (mus.) (5)
29. Dealer (6)
30. Small finch (6)
31. White fur (6)
32. Regard (6

1. Writer (6)
2. One under par (golf) (6)
3. Frightens (6)
5. Plains (anag.) (6)
6. Listed (6)
7. Expels (6)
9. Powder (4)
10. Flowerless plant (4)
13. Mother-of-pearl (5)
15. Barrier (5)
18. Cut down (6)
19. Quieten (6)
20. Behind (naut.) (6)
21. Period of time (4)
22. Experience (4)
23. Pranks (6)
24. Hypnotic state (6)
25. Method (6)

The Week in • Wednesday 27th May 2020

Access to riverside path is sealed off

The permissive path has been sealed off

An unofficial access from the Bristol & Bath Railway Path to a path
which runs alongside the River Avon has been sealed off.

Saltford Parish Council’s understanding is that the landowner has
taken these legal measures to support the well-publicised recent
actions of the police concerning the many cyclists who are leaving
the path at this point to gather by the river. This has led to several

Fencing blocks off the route down to the picnic area

instances of anti-social behaviour.

The extra security installed by the landowner aids keeping cyclists
and walkers on the official route.
The closure is on the Saltford side of the river, while on the South
Gloucestershire side, the access to the riverside picnic area was
fenced off last month, albeit breached.

Council seeks advice as pollution data could be skewed by lockdown
As lockdown will be affecting data being collected for the 18-month
air quality trial under way at Hambrook, South Gloucestershire
Council is seeking Government advice.

The experimental traffic order (ETO), which started last August,
restricts some movements for vehicles at the Hambrook traffic signals, with the aim being to improve air quality. The Government
ordered improvements to nitrogen dioxide levels on the A4174 ring
road between Junction 1 of the M32 and the A4017 Bromley Heath
roundabout for all road users, including motorists, bus passengers,
cyclists and pedestrians.
The changes, which are in line with the arrangements implented
during the nine-month Bromley Heath Viaduct works in 2017/2018,
include removal of the right turn on to the B4058 from the westbound carriageway of the A4174 ring road. The straight-on movement for the B4058 northbound from Frenchay has also been
removed, as has the right turn from the B4058 from Frenchay onto
the A4174.

The changes also include the removal of the bus lane through to
the M32 so drivers can use all three lanes on the westbound approach.

Kylie’s Mobile
Foot Care
Foot Health Care is considered
Key Work by the Government.
“I am currently still available for
appointments wearing protective
equipment and following
Government guidelines”
Services Include:
Toe Nail Cutting
Callus Reduction
Corn Enucleation
Fungal Nail Treatment
Home Visits £25
I also treat diabetics
Contact Kylie BA (Hons) DipCFHP
Fully Accredited, Insured & DBS Checked

07903 197 516
E: kyliethomas71@yahoo.co.uk
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The council invited people to make comments via the council’s
consultation webpage during the first six months of the trial. The
six months from February are being used to collate and analyse
the responses, and analyse air quality data received over this period.

The final six months will be used to decide what the council is
going to do and, if it decides to make the changes permanent, to
complete the legal process.

This week a spokesperson for South Gloucestershire Council said:
“We are continuing to monitor the air quality levels at Hambrook
and recognise that the current situation presents us with a challenge with regard to analysing the data, and we are seeking guidance from Central Government on the best way forward.
“More than 1,300 people responded to the open consultation
which ended in February 2020. All data and consultation responses will be taken into consideration when we are in a position
to make a decision.”

You can find out more about the scheme at https://beta.southglos.gov.uk/hambrook-lights-changes-to-traffic-movements/

GGM

GARDEN & GROUNDS
MAINTENANCE

All aspects of garden &
grounds maintenance
Services include:
Grass cutting
Hedge cutting
Weed control

Tree work
Turfing
Planting

Tel: 07917 872651
www.ggmbristol.com
ggmbristol@outlook.com
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Sawmill donates friendship
bench to school

Sort It recycling centres now
accepting a full range of waste

After successfully reopening its Sort It recycling centres
at Mangotsfield, Yate and Thornbury on 16th May, South
Gloucestershire Council moved to accepting a full range
of waste at those sites from last Thursday.

Some restrictions around the type of waste that could be disposed of were in place initially so the council could implement
essential social distancing measures and evaluate how efficiently the sites were operating with the measures in place.

A primary school has a brightly coloured new friendship bench,
thanks to Warmley sawmill Bendrey Brothers.

The old bench, which had served pupils at Cherry Garden Primary School in Bitton for a number of years, had played an important role during break times, providing children with a
designated place to communicate to others that they were looking for someone to play with.

However, it had to be taken away as it was in a poor state.
Wanting to source a new one, the PTA approached Bendrey
Brothers. Chris Bendrey offered to donate a bench and although
there was some minor damage, he arranged it to be repaired
and delivered it.

The PTA painted the bench, with the help of a Year 2 pupil who
designed the writing and pictures. The new bench now takes
pride of place in the main school playground.

Deb Roberts, who chairs the PTA, said: “Due to the donation,
we have also been able to focus our fundraising efforts on other
areas. Our PTA and school community are very grateful and
would like to thank Bendrey Brothers for their generosity and
support.

“It's lovely to have the support of a local company. We are looking forward to the bench being used by many children for years
to come.”

Puzzle Solutions
Sudoku Easy
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The council says that with residents listening to advice
around only using the sites if absolutely necessary, it meant
it could return to accepting a normal range of waste. It continues to offer extended opening hours until further notice
(6am to 6pm, seven days a week).

The council has arranged traffic management to keep
vehicles moving. This includes directing collection vehicles
straight into the waste transfer stations next to the Sort It recycling centres at Mangotsfield and Yate to remove them
from the queue and
ensure that waste
and recycling collections are not delayed.
Site staff are not
able to help unload
vehicles, so make
sure
you
have
someone from your
household with you
if you need help. No
trailers are allowed.

Little Stoke Sort It
recycling centre remains closed until
further notice.

Sudoku Hard

Crossword

The Week in • Wednesday 27th May 2020

The Week in • Wednesday 27th May 2020

15

How council is adjusting to ‘disaster situation’
The financial hits that South Gloucestershire Council has taken
because of COVID-19 were outlined to members of its Scrutiny
Commission last Wednesday.
Matthew Riddle, fresh from an online budget task force meeting with
council finance officers, reported on how the financial situation has
changed dramatically over the last two months because of the pandemic.
He said the first hit is that the council tax and business rates collection rate has fallen. Alongside that, the authority has seen an increase in demand for the local council tax reduction scheme.

The delivery of the council’s transformation and savings programme
has also been “badly interrupted” and is now going to be delayed
by at least six to 12 months, he said. The third pressure is the additional expenditure the council has had to make to support local
businesses and residents, and the loss of income over the last two
months.

Cllr Riddle said the council has so far received two batches of emergency COVID-19 funding from the Government, plus a hardship
fund and infection control fund, and is hoping that more money will
become available.

He said South Gloucestershire Council has joined forces with other
West of England authorities to come up with a financial forecasting
model to give some consistency across the region about how the
coronavirus will affect councils’ finances going forward.

Speaking at the Scrutiny Commission, which like all council meetings is currently being held remotely, Lib Dem councillor Ruth Davis
said that as a result of the pandemic, people are now doing things
differently, such as more staff working from home. She said there
are lots of ways that various authorities are now working much
closer together as united teams. “Savings, possibly long term, could
be made based on the new normal that has suddenly been landed
upon us,” she said.

Cllr Riddle agreed, saying: “We are in a disaster situation here, but
it does give us an opportunity to do things a lot differently than we
did before.”

He said the council could use it to try to achieve its goals with the
Climate Emergency. He said there would be less travelling with
more staff working from home and that already officers are looking
to see how that can happen. When the council’s Badminton Road
offices in Yate are open again, because of the need for social distancing, not everyone will be able to fit in.
Judy Adams asked how the council’s financial position compares
with other local authorities across the country.

Council leader Toby Savage said that in terms of where the council
is projecting itself to be by end of the financial year, it is in a much
better position that many other local authorities: “I understand that
our projected overspend is the lowest in the South West. Now that’s
not to say we don’t have a challenge, we very clearly do. But we
continue to be in a better position relatively speaking than other
parts of local government because of the hard work officers put in
to ensure that we are a prudently financially-run organisation.”

There will be a report update with figures at the council’s Cabinet
meeting on 8th June.
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New business grant scheme
likely to be oversubscribed

Several thousand South Gloucestershire businesses have benefited from the national business support grant scheme announced by the Government some weeks ago.

Council leader Toby Savage told the Scrutiny Commission that
the applications have been processed and paid out by the council’s business rates team, but the scheme had gaps in it. For example, businesses in co-working spaces, where business rates
are factored into rent, have not been able to claim.

He said that the council is now in a position to introduce a local
business grant scheme to help those businesses that missed out
first time round.
Paul Hughes asked whether the council would be contacting
businesses to inform them that this grant could well be available
to them, or would they have to apply for it.

Council finance officer Nina Philippidis said the scheme is due
to go live this week but funding is limited and the scheme is likely
to be oversubscribed. The onus is on businesses to make contact with the council. The application window is from 26th May
to 8th June.

Cherry tree stolen from
nature reserve

The Friends of Magpie Bottom last week highlighted the theft of
a cherry tree in full blossom from the nature reserve in Hanham.
They posted what had happened on Facebook, prompting a local
resident to report that there had been a spate of plants dug up
in the area.

Anyone who has suffered a similar theft is asked to report it to
the police so they can build up a picture.

Charity issues stark warning
not to feed horses

Reusable face masks for
B&NES residents

A project has been launched in Bath and North East Somerset to
ensure residents, businesses, schools and other organisations can
purchase face masks at an affordable rate.

Somerset Face Masks, a supplier of washable, reusable masks, is
teaming up with organisations around the county to offer the masks
at a cost of £2.50 and they will deliver to your home.
Sales manager Neera Haria said: “Our home delivery team is serving Bath and the surrounding villages for the next month. If you’d
like to make a purchase, we’ll come to you.

“Our Community Partnership Scheme allows us to work with local
organisations who operate as hubs in any given area. It’s thanks to
the role that our partners play that our face masks can be sold for
just £2.50 each.”

One such community partner is the Peasedown St John Community
Library which teamed up the company to deliver almost 400 masks
in the last two weeks.

To order or find out more about becoming a community partner
email somerset.facemasks@hotmail.com

The Whitchurch-based charity HorseWorld says it is receiving
more and more reports of horses being made seriously ill by eating fruit, vegetables, grass cuttings, and other food items which
have been given to them by passers-by or dumped over gates
and hedges.

“Horses have extremely delicate digestive systems and even
seemingly small amounts of these things can prove fatal. They
can also easily choke on foodstuffs that haven't been appropriately cut.

“We know how pleasing it can be to get up close and personal
with these beautiful creatures when you're out and about, but
anything you feed them could make them very ill and even kill
them.

“Please help us to spread the word so that we can prevent any
more horses being killed by 'kindness'.”
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Suspected drugs among goods
seized in Mangotsfield raid

Bowling club receives
COVID-19 grant

Keynsham Bowling Club has been awarded £2,300 of National
Lottery funding from Sport England’s Community Emergency
Fund to help towards the cost of running the club during the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.

The outbreak of the virus and the consequent shutdown of businesses as of 23rd March has left the sport of bowls and others
in the physical activity sector facing a period of uncertainty.

In response, Sport England announced a £195m package to
help the sport and physical activity sector through the pandemic.
Within the package is a £20m Community Emergency Fund of
National Lottery money to deliver immediate funding to those
who have a role in supporting the nation to be active but are experiencing short-term financial hardship.

Suspected Class A drugs, a large quantity of cash and high value
bikes and watches were seized during a warrant carried out in Mangotsfield last Thursday morning.

The warrant, which was based on intelligence, was executed by
Operation Remedy officers.

A 32-year-old man was arrested on suspicion of being concerned
in the supply of Class A drugs, possession with intent to supply
Class A drugs (cocaine) and possession of criminal property. Inquiries have been continuing.

If you have any suspicions over drug dealing taking place in your
community, call 101 or you can give the information anonymously
to the independent charity Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111 or online
at www.crimestoppers-uk.org

The grant will allow Keynsham Bowling Club to cover the costs
of maintaining the green and other ongoing expenses during the
health crisis.

Barrie Davis, the club’s chairman, said “We are delighted to
receive this grant from Sport England, which will help cover the
ongoing costs of running the club at a time when our expected
income has been seriously impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic.”

D.JAMES DECORATING

36 years' experience.
Qualified tradesman.
Efficient /reliable.
References available
07861 898902 / 01275 831696 or visit our website
djamesdecorating.com

Spotlight on green space use under lockdown
The West of England Combined Authority (WECA) is collaborating with the University of the West of England
(UWE) on a survey to understand more about how social
distancing measures introduced in March have changed
the way residents are using green spaces and connecting with nature in the region.

The survey also aims to ask why people are using them
and what wider social value our green spaces bring.

This will be a useful indicator that will help inform future
planning evidence and strategies.

Green spaces include parks, trails, woodlands, reservoirs, rivers, and allotments, which provide habitat for
wildlife and can be used for recreation.

To
take
part
in
https://tinyurl.com/y9afzy56
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REFRESH YOUR TIRED KITCHEN

BEFORE

• Excellent reputation
• From simple door replacements to fully
fitted kitchens
• Choose from a wide range of quality doors,
worktops, appliances, sinks & taps
• Installed quickly and cleanly by our own
local professional fitters in just a few days

10/10
Excellent service and quality of product.
Workman helpful and friendly, definitely
a company to use.
BRISTOL

'5($0'2256
NEW LIFE FOR OLD KITCHENS

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE ON:

EST. 1999
Over 290 reviews on

0117 944 3223
Visit our showroom:
11/12 The Promenade,
Gloucester Rd, Bristol BS7 8AL
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Where reputation matters

See what our customers have to say

www.dreamdoors.co.uk
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