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Hundreds queue as Bristol’s
recycling centres reopen

Bristol’s reuse and recycling centres reopened to the public
on Monday and before 10am queues at least 200 cars long
were being reported at both.
New measures are in place at both the site in Albert Road in St
Philips and the one at Avonmouth so everyone can follow guidelines around social distancing.

The council is also asking everyone planning a visit to only go if absolutely necessary and otherwise store items at home for now.

To help people plan their visit and reduce waiting times, short-term
measures include:

• An odd and even number plate system, which means people can
only visit on certain days. It started on Monday with even numbers
and will alternate daily for two weeks.

• Only cars and small vans are allowed to use the site. No Transit
type vans or vehicles with trailers will be allowed and everyone
must have proof that they are Bristol residents. Anyone without
proof will be turned away.

• People are able to check a live stream of queues before they leave
home on the Bristol Waste website – but both were experiencing
very high viewing levels on Monday so more servers were being
set up.

Crews cannot help with unloading materials from a vehicle. Sites

may have to close again at short notice if too many people arrive
at once, or if guidance on managing COVID-19 changes.

Both the garden waste and bulky waste collections are operating
as usual across the city, as are regular black wheelie bin and recycling collections. Residents can make the most of the weekly recycling collections for items such as card, plastics, cans, glass and
paper, and not take them to the recycling centres. They can also
place items such as wearable textiles, old electrical and electronic
items, batteries, etc. at the kerbside in an untied bag.
Keynsham recycling centre to reopen, page 7
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Would like to thank all
of our customers over
the years for their
continued support.
In the interest of the
health and wellbeing
of our customers and
the local community
we have decided to
close at this time.
We will reopen as soon
as the situation improves.

07860 441776
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We will better any like for
like all inclusive quote
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Police outline the way forward as
lockdown rules are eased
Avon & Somerset Police chiefs say they are “crystal clear” that
following the changes to the Government regulations there is
now less of role for policing in the public health crisis and an
increasing need for people to take a personal responsibility to
stop the spread of this virus.

In a statement, Avon & Somerset Police & Crime Commissioner
Sue Mountstevens and Chief Constable Andy Marsh add that they
are proud of their partnership with communities and feel the fact
that only 325 Fixed Penalty Notices were issued, having received
more than 21,000 reports of suspected breaches, reflects the volume of people ignoring regulations, and the support they have received.

“Going forward, officers will continue with our approach of explain,
engage and encourage, which has proved so successful. The big
difference is that we will no longer be asking people why they are
out, but rather who they are with.

“The law is clear that one person from one household can meet another person from another household in an open space but should
three people from different households get together, then that is not
permitted; clearly if people are blatantly breaching the law by gathering en masse, then enforcement action may sometimes still be
necessary.

“One thing that we’ve been very clear on is that we won’t be policing
social distancing or face masks as this is guidance and not part of
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the
Government’s regulations.
It’s
important
the
public’s expectations are managed when it
comes to what
we will and won’t
be doing.”

They say they
have seen a dramatic fall in many
crime types durAndy Marsh
ing
lockdown
with many falling by around 30%. “This has enabled us to carry out
more proactive patrols and has seen the number of people wanted
for offences halved as they are proving much easier to find.”
Now more people are out and about they fully expect to see crime
return to the levels they typically expect for this time of year.

They add: “With sickness rates below 3% and the backlog of many
officers’ workloads cleared, we are more than ready to respond to
incidents, bring criminals to justice and protect vulnerable victims
from harm.”
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Latest Avon Farm development
plans to be debated in public
In light of concerns raised about the increasing number of developments on a Saltford farm, the latest retrospective plans to
turn an office into a house will be decided in public by B&NES
councillors next month.
Permission has already been granted, under delegated powers for
several holiday cottages at the estate in Avon Lane, although one
retrospective application to change the use of land from agricultural
to a holiday let (shepherd’s hut) was refused last year.

The latest application for a “modest one-bedroom dwelling” providing
accommodation for the applicant’s son is being recommended for
approval by a council planning officer.

The highways and transport team though are recommending refusal
because the site is in an “unsustainable location”. In a report, a senior officer in the team says: “The proposed development is understood to bring the number of dwellings served by the private access
road to seven. Private roads serving more than six dwellings should
be of an adoptable standard in order to provide adequate residential
amenity. There are no details submitted to show that the existing access has adequate pedestrian facilities, street lighting or be of a construction standard required for deliveries and servicing.”

Saltford Parish Council has objected, saying it doesn’t support development of this nature in the Green Belt outside of the housing
boundary. It said that B&NES issued six Certificates of Lawfulness
for an Existing Use for agricultural buildings to dwellings at Avon
Farm in 2018 and 2019. “The Town and Country Planning (General
Permitted Development) (England) (Amendment) Order 2018 limit
of five conversions has therefore already been exceeded.”

The parish council also said that Avon Farm is served by a narrow,
single-track lane regularly used by cyclists entering and leaving the
Bristol & Bath Railway Path, and by walkers: “The cumulative effect
of this and other recent developments at Avon Farm raises health
and safety concerns for walkers and cyclists from visitor traffic unfamiliar with the area accessing the Avon Farm estate.”

Three other objectors raised concerns about the access being unsuitable, the impact on the Green Belt and that the maximum amount
of buildings on the site have been converted.

The B&NES planning officer does not consider that the conversion
will have a greater impact than as its former use as an office and
adds that rural buildings are frequently remote from services without
pedestrian facilities such as street lighting or pavements.

Sally Davis, the vice chair of the planning committee, called for the
application to be determined in public on the grounds that a number
of buildings on the site have been issued with certificates to become
dwellings, and because of the concerns raised by objectors.
The chair of the committee Cllr Matt McCabe last week agreed, saying “Given the level of activity on site I feel that the issues and concerns should be debated in the public arena.”

The application is due to be determined by the committee on 3rd
June.
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Plans to expand holiday
letting business

Plans to turn a Grade II listed barn range at Sands Farm in
Dyrham into three self-contained holiday lets have been submitted to South Gloucestershire Council.

Planning permission and listed building consent were granted in
2016 to convert two nearby historic barns on the farm to create
two holiday let units which have now been completed and are in
use.

A report in support of the application says: “The conversion plans
to create three additional holiday let units, expanding the existing
business, is believed to represent the optimal use of the building
justifying the investment needed to safeguard the building’s integrity in the long term.

“Sands Farm is not only well located to serve tourists visiting the
city of Bath and the surrounding countryside, and its related attractions, but is also located along the well-used Cotswold Way
footpath.”

Plans for five Airbnb apartments
are approved

An application to convert two outbuildings at Parkhouse Farm in
Keynsham into five Airbnb/holiday lets has been given the goahead by B&NES Council planners.
The change of use of the buildings to one-bed apartments will result in minimal external alterations.
The application stressed that guests would be encouraged to use
alternative transport during their visit, making use of the easy access to Keynsham and its amenities to support the local economy.
The site is close to but not in the Green Belt.
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Dogs nearly die after eating mouldy seeds

Two dogs nearly died after eating mould-covered seeds while
on a walk between Saltford and Kelston.

As their pets recover at home this week after an emergency dash
to the vets, Justina Robbins and Vicky Berry, who are both from
Saltford, want to alert other local dog owners to what happened.

it there under sedation. Billy was monitored through the night due
to tremors and Lolli had to remain sedated. I received a phone call
at 11.30pm giving me the choice of having Lolli put to sleep or to
see how it goes as she had taken a turn for the worse.

“At that point we thought we would never see her again and were
totally devastated. It was touch and go all night and she was unstable through the day. They both very slowly improved, and Lolli has
had no more seizures. They are now being looked after at home,
although there are still concerns and need to be closely monitored.”
She added: “I cannot thank Fernlea Hanham vets and Vets Now
Emergency Vet at Zetland Road in Redland enough for their fantastic dedication to our lovely pets. They certainly saved both their
lives.
“I suppose the moral of this story is not to allow your dog, if you can,
eat anything when out on a walk.

Billy, left, & Lolli

Justina and her cockapoo Lolli were out exercising, at a social distance, with Vicky and her Bichon Frise Billy last Friday when they
stopped for a break near Kelston Mill. They realised the dogs were
eating something and got them away before continuing with their
walk.

“This happened as you go to Kelston Mill then through the field with
the donkeys. The other side of this field is a bridge and a footpath.
On both sides of the path are inadequate fences to keep animals
wandering onto private land. It was on the border of the path that
they found the seed which was toxic and nearly killed them both.”
The dogs are on medication, including charcoal to neutralise the
toxins.

Justina has returned to the site and photographed what the dogs
were eating. She has reported it to B&NES Council and urges other
dog walkers going through there to beware.

Justina said: “I want to tell everyone about how I nearly lost my
beautiful Lolli. Her good friend Billy was also unfortunately victim to
toxic poisoning caused by eating mouldy seed. Within half an hour
Lolli began shaking and started to fit. This continued during our
quick walk home and we rushed them both to the vets as Billy had
also started shaking.

“Their stomachs were flushed out and they were described as being
in critical condition. Lolli was put under a general anaesthetic due
to her seizures. We were told they were too unstable to be safely
transported to hospital and there were no pet ambulances. They
had to be driven to hospital in a staff member’s car in order to
receive the urgent care they needed.
“We were told they could die on the way. Billy and Lolli both made

Appeal after indecent exposure incident

Police are appealing for witnesses and information after a man
indecently exposed himself to a woman as she walked through
Netham Park last Thursday (14th May).

It happened at about 8.30pm. The 27-year-old woman described
the man as white, of heavy build and balding. He was wearing a
white T-shirt with blue stripes and a dark-coloured jacket and was
holding a can of alcoholic drink.

The neighbourhood team have been targeting patrols in the area
following this incident.
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If you have any information which could help police to identify this
man, get in touch through www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/contact or call 101, quoting reference 5220105252. Alternatively ring
the independent charity Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111. They
never ask your name or trace your call.

Police advise that if you are alarmed or distressed by suspicious
behaviour while walking alone, get to a busy area and report the
incident straight away. You can find personal safety advice on the
Avon & Somerset Police website.
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B&NES Council opposes airport’s night flight changes

Bath & North East Somerset Council has objected to an
application by Bristol Airport to increase the number of night
flights that take off and land year-round.

The airport is currently allowed 3,000 night flights in summer and
1,000 in winter and has applied to increase this to 4,000 throughout
the year from summer 2021, but the council says the disadvantages
outweigh the benefits.

In a response to a Department for Transport consultation on the
application Cllr Sarah Warren, Cabinet member for Climate Emergency, expresses concerns over increased traffic in surrounding villages and points to an increase in carbon emissions that would be
felt locally as well as worldwide.

In March 2019 the council opposed the expansion of Bristol Airport,
which is in North Somerset, on the grounds that it was incompatible
with its climate emergency declaration to make Bath and North East
Somerset carbon-neutral by 2030. Earlier this year North Somerset
Council refused the planning application.

Cllr Warren said: “Even before coronavirus, increased awareness
of the climate emergency looked set to influence travel behaviour
and now the pandemic’s impact has made the future of the airline
industry uncertain. Therefore it seems highly unlikely that passenger
increases projected by Bristol Airport to reach 12 million passengers
per year will be met in 2020 or in the future. We do not believe that
Bristol Airport should be permitted to increase its slot allocation on
a year-round basis but should remain with its current summer and
winter scheduling.

“The disadvantages of more night flights would primarily be borne

by Bath and North East Somerset and North Somerset residents
living in villages and towns close to the airport who would experience more airport traffic. The other major issue is the increase in
pollution and carbon emissions. Approval of this application would
lead to the airport having a wider impact on our environment that
outweighs any economic benefits.”
Cllr Warren also pointed to the likely worsening of existing parking
problems in towns and villages on the airport bus route including
Newbridge, Bath, Corston and Keynsham.

The Department for Transport’s consultation can be viewed at
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/bristol-airport-designation-as-a-coordinated-airport/bristol-airports-application-for-yearround-slot-coordination. Replies must be submitted by 26th June.

Where will new regional housing go?
The difficult task of choosing where new housing will be built
across the West of England is under way again.

After independent planning inspectors rejected the process used
for the West of England Joint Spatial Plan (JSP), which had set
out proposals for future development to meet the region’s housing,
employment and transport needs up to 2036, it was formally withdrawn last month.

The inspectors’ most serious concern was that the selection
process for the 12 strategic development locations (SDLs) across
B&NES, South Gloucestershire, Bristol and North Somerset had
not been sufficiently robust.

The split of at least 105,400 new homes by 2036 had been: 14,500
in B&NES: 32,500 in South Gloucestershire: 33,500 in Bristol and
25,000 in North Somerset.

Now local councils have to update their existing Local Plans and
start the strategic process afresh, this time working via the West
of England Combined Authority.

Speaking at South Gloucestershire Council’s Cabinet meeting,
leader Toby Savage said: “We are having to start with different
numbers because the way of calculating those numbers has
changed.

The Week in • Wednesday 20th May 2020

“So we now have a national standard methodology which means
that we don’t have to each go off and produce our own strategic
housing market assessment of what those figures should be. So
it has become simpler, as I understand it in terms of working out
each need.

“The question is then, can every authority meet its need within its
own boundaries, and obviously that is the unanswered question
as we move forward through this Spatial Development Strategy
process.
“When we took our decision to withdraw from the JSP that brought
that to an end, so we are starting again. I don’t think the conversations will be any easier this time round than last time round.”

Under the JSP, the new locations earmarked as SDLs in South
Gloucestershire were land at Buckover (3,000 homes), Charfield
(1,200), Coalpit Heath (1,800), Thornbury (500) and Yate (a minimum of 2,000).

The locations in B&NES were North Keynsham (1,500) and
Whitchurch Village (2,500) while in Bristol land off Bath Road in
Brislington (at least 750) was selected. North Somerset’s SDLs
were Backwell (700), Banwell (1,900), Churchill (2,600+) and
Nailsea (2,500+).
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CRAZY SPRING DVD SALE!
An exclusive chance to make big savings on many popular 1st Take titles

OFFER CODE: DWECS62 HURRY! OFFER EXPIRES JUNE 30th, 2020
Steam Around
Bristol Railway
Somerset & Dorset
Hitler’s War on Bristol
See how Bristol
Railway
Bristol
Stations
withstood a bitter
A nostalgic tour around
the city by steam train
with extensive use of
unseen archive colour
film from the final days
of steam.

A superb tribute
to Bristol’s railway
heritage, which
includes visits to over
40 stations and halts in
and around the city.

Recalling one of the
country’s favourite
lines: from beginnings
to heyday and the
route today.

struggle for survival
against German air
raids in the Second
World War, with
interviews and superb
archive material.

Normal Price £13.95

Normal Price £14.95

Normal Price £14.95

Normal Price £13.95

Offer Price £9.95

Offer Price £9.95

Offer Price £9.95

Offer Price £9.95

No. of copies required .........................

No. of copies required .........................

No. of copies required .........................

No. of copies required .........................

Railways of Bristol

Somerset’s
Lost Railway

Bristol Seaport

End of the Runway

The story of the quirky
Weston, Clevedon &
Portishead Railway,
from 1897-1940.

Join Port photographer
Colin Momber on a
magical dockside
odyssey, including
superb colour archive
film from 1963!

This documentary is
a tribute to the proud
history of probably the
most famous runway
in the country, Filton
Airfield, which closed
in December 2012.

Normal Price £13.95

Normal Price £13.95

Normal Price £14.95

Offer Price £9.95

Offer Price £9.95

Offer Price £9.95

No. of copies required .........................

No. of copies required .........................

No. of copies required .........................

Barton Hill and
Lawrence Hill

Bygone Keynsham
& Saltford

Wings Over Filton

The enthralling story
of a proud, workingclass community,
which orginated
around the biggest
cotton factory in the
south of England.

Rare photographs and
remarkable archive cine
film reveal a rich Roman
history, the impact of
Fry’s Chocolate Factory,
the railway and the
1968 floods.

Normal Price £12.95

Normal Price £11.95

Normal Price £13.95

Normal Price £13.95

Offer Price £9.95

Offer Price £9.95

Offer Price £9.95

Offer Price £9.95

No. of copies required .........................

No. of copies required .........................

No. of copies required .........................

No. of copies required .........................

Historic photographs
depict a wide range
of stations and
scenes of inner
Bristol, many of
which are long
gone.
Normal Price £12.95

Offer Price £9.95
No. of copies required .........................

History of Downend,
Mangotsfield and
Staple Hill
Your tour begins at
Mangotsfield Church
and includes features
on Downend’s famous
Dr W G Grace, and
Staple Hill’s industry.

Celebrate the rich
aviation heritage of
Filton Airfield with
archive footage which
was seemingly lost
forever, from the Bristol
Freighter to Concorde.

Please detach and return this whole page with your order
Please send me ...................... DVDs
at £9.95 each, as shown above

Post
packa and
g
includ ing
ed

I enclose a cheque/please debit my card for ...............................

Name ........................................................................................
Address ....................................................................................

(Please make cheques payable to 1st Take Ltd)

..................................................................................................

Card details

Post Code .......................... Tel: .............................................
Valid from ............................

Expiry Date ............................

Security code ...................... (Last 3 digits of number on signature strip (reverse)

Signed ......................................................................................

+2:7225'(5
VW7DNH:HHN,Q2IIHU
':(&6
32%R[
<DWH%ULVWRO%6:%



ZZZVWWDNHFRP
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FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THESE TITLES, OR ANY OTHERS IN THE 1ST TAKE RANGE,
VISIT www.1st-take.com OR CALL 01454 321614 TO REQUEST A FREE COPY OF OUR LATEST CATALOGUE
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Former headteacher John
Narey dies

Former Wellsway School headteacher John Narey has died.

Mr Narey was appointed as head in 1974 and held the post until
his retirement in 1989.

Marathon effort for the
NHS by primary pupils

John Smith, who served alongside Mr Narey as deputy headteacher, said: “A man of considerable intellect and great energy
who was passionate about education, he worked tirelessly to
make Wellsway one of the most successful schools in the
county.”

Mr Narey helped build up a very successful PTA, which through
regular dances, craft fairs, entertainment evenings and auctions
raised thousands of pounds for the school.

He was also a key figure in the establishment and promotion of
the Keynsham-Libourne link.

Mr Smith said Mr Narey was a keen sportsman who played soccer and cricket in his younger days. He took up golf when he
moved to Keynsham and, as an active member of the course at
Saltford, he wrote a history of the club.
He worshipped at St Dunstan’s Church in Keynsham.

Mr Narey, who died last month, is survived by his wife Val, son
Dominic, and daughter Catherine. His son Damian pre-deceased him.

Keynsham recycling centre to
reopen on 27th May

B&NES Council is reopening its recycling centre in Pixash Lane
in Keynsham on Wednesday 27th May - strictly for essential use.

Journeys must only be taken if people are unable to keep their
waste and recycling at home without causing a risk to their health.
Otherwise they must continue temporarily storing their waste and
are encouraged to make full use of kerbside services.

The Keynsham centre will close temporarily if queues become
unmanageable. Only four cars at a time will be allowed onto the
site. Residents will be permitted to visit the Keynsham site for essential visits on a day allocated to them based on their vehicle’s
number plate as queues are expected to be significant. Full information can be found at https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/keynshamrecycling-centre

Signs will be put up at the site to inform people how long their
waiting time will be depending on their position in the queue.

The council has followed Government guidance to reopen the
Keynsham site. It is the only one in the district that can safely operate within social distancing guidelines.

D.JAMES DECORATING

36 years' experience.
Qualified tradesman.
Efficient /reliable.
References available
07861 898902 / 01275 831696 or visit our website
djamesdecorating.com
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Harvey

A class at Redfield Edge Primary School in Oldland Common
have raised more than £1,500 for the NHS by running, jogging,
dancing, skating, walking, hopping and skipping the distance
of a marathon – 26.2 miles - between them.
The idea came from Year 3 pupil Harvey Thomas and his family,
and has been enthusiastically taken up by his classmates.

Willow Class set a modest target of raising £100 for Above & Beyond, which is the Bristol City Centre Hospitals Appeal, but to date
more than 120 people have donated over £1,500.

The money will help University Hospitals Bristol NHS Foundation
Trust deal with the outbreak of COVID-19. Donations will be used
by the hospitals where the need is greatest during this critical time.
The immediate focus of the appeal is on supporting the physical
and emotional wellbeing of frontline staff, including toiletries, drinks
and snacks, and store cards to allow staff to make urgent purchases.
This week Redfield Edge headteacher Lisa Robinson said: “The
children of Willow Class were challenged through our online classroom to think of a way of supporting the NHS. They have already
investigated about how the NHS was established and information
around coronavirus.

“One of the pupils and his parents came up with the idea of each
classmate running, skating, hopping, etc. one mile each, to achieve
a collective marathon. They chose to raise money for Bristol NHS
Hospitals’ COVID-19 Appeal.

“The community spirit at Redfield is impressive, with lots of projects,
and this one stands out for the amazing amount the children have
raised. I am incredibly proud of all the children in Willow Class and
wish to thank the parents for their support in this endeavour.”

To donate visit their page on the JustGiving website at
https://tinyurl.com/y7r8w73c
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Suspicious car fire in Keynsham

Orchestra uses technology to
continue during lockdown

Lockdown has not prevented one Warmley-based orchestra
from rehearsing each week. Like many of us who have adapted
to new technology during the crisis, Fingers & Frets now meet
up using Skype.

Fingers and Frets is a banjo, mandolin and guitar orchestra
which has been running since 1974 and have performed at a
number of festivals in this country and abroad during that time.
The usual Monday evening rehearsals at St Barnabas Church
Hall had to be suspended in mid-March but rather than abandon
them altogether, they decided to go virtual.

Crews from Hicks Gate fire station were called out to reports of a car
ablaze in Queens Road in Keynsham in the early hours of last
Wednesday.
Crews used one breathing apparatus for safety, and one high pressure hose reel to extinguish the fire. Police and ambulance were also
in attendance.
The cause is thought to be deliberate.

Easy
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The first virtual rehearsal took place on Skype in early April and,
after some minor technology glitches, the orchestra regularly
gets together each Monday with at least 13 of the current members.
If you want to find out more about Fingers and Frets visit :
https://fingersandfrets.wordpress.com

Sudoku
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“The thought of not playing music with others was rather depressing”, said treasurer June Smith. “The challenge was how
to continue playing music as an orchestra through this difficult
period so a few of us tested a group Skype, which seemed to
work reasonably well.”

Hard
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Graves will need to be exhumed for wall repairs

St Anne’s Church in Oldland Common is trying to contact people who may have relatives buried in the south churchyard as
some of the graves need to be exhumed.

During Storm Brendan in January, one of the ancient yew trees was
blown over, as we reported in Issue 611.The wall was severely damaged and some graves are now perilously close to the edge of the
collapse.

To allow for the safe rebuilding of the retaining wall, the parochial
church council (PCC) says that an as yet unknown number of
graves will need to be temporarily exhumed and memorial stones
temporarily removed. All remains and memorials will be returned to
their current position once the rebuild is complete.

The timing of the work has yet to be determined, largely to the lockdown and uncertainty on availability of contractors and materials.

In line with Church of England process, the PCC is required to try
to contact any relatives of the dozens of people buried in the south
churchyard to allow consultation. The graves date from as far back
as 1724. The most recent one is dated 1972.

Details are available on the church website - www.stanneschurcholdland.org - and on the church noticeboard, or call 07720
772190.

SEND services improving but some weaknesses remain

Ofsted has published its findings following a reinspection of
services in South Gloucestershire for children and young
people with special educational needs and disabilities
(SEND), run by the council and Bristol, North Somerset &
South Gloucestershire Clinical Commissioning Group.

Inspectors found that improved leadership, training and collaboration, as well as better links with service providers and the parents and carers of young people, means sufficient progress has
been made to address issues in six of the areas identified as being
“significant weaknesses” at the last inspection.
Ofsted says more work is required to meet the standards required
to support young people and their families in two areas.

In their letter they say: “Parental satisfaction continues to be low.
A significant number of parents and carers gave their views
through the online survey, the open meeting and email correspondence. The majority do not believe that services have improved
since the initial inspection. Many cited concerns about the lack of
communication, such as ‘an absolute nightmare to communicate
with’ and ‘trying to get hold of anyone for help is near to impossible’.”

Parents acknowledge that assessments are undertaken and Education Health and Care Plans are issued within statutory
timescales. “However, many parents and carers are frustrated with
the quality of plans. They do not feel that plans are meeting their
children’s needs. Inspectors agree with parents and carers. When
scrutinising EHC plans, inspectors found the overall quality to be
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poor. There are gaps in plans. Health services are submitting
good-quality advice in a timely way but this is not included in final
EHC plans. Furthermore, plans are not shared with all involved
professionals routinely.”

The other area where insufficient progress has been made is in
tackling the low and declining standards reached, and the
progress made, at the end of Key Stage 4 for SEND pupils in local
schools.

The council, which agrees the report is a fair reflection of the current position, says it is now securing improvements and the pace
of change is increasing. For example, it is working collaboratively
with the Parent and Carer Forum for South Glos, which is improving and strengthening the SEND local offer.

Access to specialist services, such as speech and language therapy, physiotherapy and Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS) has improved significantly. The council and school
leaders have taken action to reduce the high level of exclusions,
especially from mainstream secondary schools. The experience
of children and young people with SEND who access education,
health and social services has improved. And health professionals
are now receiving more training in relation to the needs of children
with SEND.
South Gloucestershire Council and the Clinical Commissioning
Group say they are working to update their action plan that will
set out how they will bring the two remaining priority areas for improvement up to the standard required.
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LETTERS

Shared path desperately
needs improvements

perience – or know someone who has – of
the serious neurological condition, Myalgic
Encephalomyelitis (M.E.) or seen stories
being shared to mark May’s M.E. Awareness Month.

Dear Becky

I read with interest West of England Mayor
Tim Bowles’ statement welcoming investment in cycling and walking. He said: “This
new funding will accelerate my existing
plans to make cycling and walking easier for
people in the region, but I want us to go further and faster. So I’m working with our
councils, who are responsible for the highways, to see what new schemes we can develop quickly and put in place for when
restrictions are lifted further.”

Being a user of the Bristol & Bath Railway
Path (B2B) since the late 1980s I have witnessed a number of enhancements. From
asphalt to Tarmac and from dark to light. I
have also seen the popularity grow year on
year. B2B is a fantastic asset but its popularity has got to saturation point and conflict
between users is becoming more and more
regular. Coupled with COVID-19 social distancing rules means users can no longer
maintain safe distances.

The B2B was originally twin track, so there
is oodles of space to widen the path, which
will help ease conflict between users and
adhere to social distancing rules. I realise
there are a few pinch points where It will be
difficult to widen. However, this shouldn’t
prevent what this fantastic asset is screaming out for.

I’ve ridden in mainland Spain and also Majorca. The approach to walkers and cyclists
creates an environment that is both enjoyable and encourages usage. If we’re going
to try and get people to either walk, run or
ride into work, it has to be safe. I sincerely
hope the injection of funds through central
Government is used to enhance existing infrastructure and the Bristol to Bath pathway.
Ian Adams

Lobbying pays off
Dear Editor

The photo shows the current re-surfacing of
Balmoral Court, which is the cul-de-sac
close to the Lamb pub in Mangotsfield.

This is a result of much lobbying by myself
and fellow councillors Ian Boulton and Katie
Cooper, as well as the Mangotsfield
Residents’ Chair Clive Heath, to improve the
roads in our area.
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We know that many of 250,000 men,
women and children in the UK with M.E. became ill following an infection or virus. This
means we face the possibility, being raised
by our medical advisers, researchers we
work with and international experts, of a
spike in post-COVID illnesses – including
M.E.

In recent times Cossham Street, Richmond
Road, stretches of Long Road and St James
Street have all been improved, and Elmleigh
Road is waiting for work on underground
gas mains, etc. to be completed before work
can take place.

We must also give our thanks to South Glos
Council in carrying out the work. If anyone
has any questions on this or any other issue
in our ward area, please contact us. We are
here to help you all.
Cllr Michael Bell
Mobile: 0787 5631817
Email: michael.bell@southglos.gov.uk

Illegal hare hunting
Dear Editor

I am appalled to hear screeching cars
speeding about in the early hours as they
chase down hares in the surrounding fields
of Corston. These poor, beautiful animals
are chased until they tire and then run over
in tortuous ways.
We see the remains of these hares around
the lanes, along with cans of lager.

What deplorable sociopathic people are taking pleasure in this?
A concerned local resident

Studying the long-term effects of COVID-19
Dear Editor

As the nation gets to grips with containing
the coronavirus pandemic, attention must
be given to the possible impact on long-term
health.

Some of your readers will have personal ex-

Already some people who have contracted
COVID-19 are reporting lingering dizziness,
nausea and crippling fatigue – all common
symptoms of M.E.
We know that it is sensible for anyone with
a virus to take proper time to recover. They
should not push themselves, but instead listen to their body and rest as much as
needed, to give themselves the best chance
of making a full recovery.

Action must now be taken to investigate the
long-term post-viral effects of COVID-19
and put appropriate support in place for
those whose health is affected beyond initial
viral infection.

To those reading this who already live with
M.E., we know that living under ‘lockdown’
thanks to chronic and often disabling symptoms is nothing new. Action for M.E.’s Crisis,
Advocacy & Support Service can help
source practical local assistance, and advocate for health and social care needs, as
well as offering comprehensive information
and support to manage M.E.
Please call on 0117 927 9551 or email questions@actionforme.org.uk and we will do
what we can.
Sonya Chowdhury
Chief Executive
Action for M.E.

Write to us

Copy can be sent by post or, preferably, email and should arrive at our offices no
later than 9.00am on the Monday of each
week.
E-mail to: admin@theweekin.co.uk
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Social distancing measures on First’s fleet

Following on from the Government’s publication of its ‘safer transport’ guidance for operators, bus company First is introducing safe
capacities across its fleet this week to ensure the safety of drivers
and customers during COVID-19.

First piloted new measures, including signs to advise passengers
where to sit and taping off some areas, earlier this month on its
route 24 as part of its plans to be well prepared for workers returning
to work.

gloves. NHS advice is also displayed on buses, reinforcing the need
for passengers to follow Government guidance.

All information about service levels and timetables during the coronavirus outbreak is available at www.firstgroup.com/coronaviruswoe

First says it is regularly cleaning all touch points on buses and
drivers are supplied with protective equipment such as disposable

Hospital operations still
postponed
Along with other independent sector healthcare providers, Emersons Green NHS Treatment Centre is providing essential support
to NHS hospitals during the COVID-19 crisis.

NHS England is using the centre at The Brooms for extra capacity to help ease the pressures so any patients who were scheduled to have treatment have had it postponed.

The centre, which covers a wide range of treatment, says it is
doing its utmost to get through the impact of the pandemic and
to reopen at the earliest opportunity.

New toy library

Keynsham & District Mencap, who support people with learning disabilities and special needs, have set up a toy library so families can
borrow items.
They are offering a free and contactless delivery to give children
some variety.
They welcome donations of any toys and games that people wish to
donate.
To find out more contact Laura Jefferies via the Keynsham Mencap
Facebook page or email laura@keynshammencap.org.uk
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Resting and burial sites
are blessed

Plans for 8 storage units
are approved

Plans to build eight storage units at the rear of Chandag Road
in Keynsham have been approved by Bath & North East Somerset Council.

The application was originally for seven garages and one storage unit but it was amended by applicant Dudrich (Holdings) Ltd.

It affects two vacant and fenced overgrown areas of land next
to an existing row of garages to the rear/side of 63-69 Chandag
Road and accessed from Lambourn Road.
Keynsham Town Council voiced concern that disruption would
lead to existing garage owners parking their cars on surrounding
roads and was also worried about safety implications.

Bishop of Bristol Viv Faull, chair of Bristol Humanists Chrissie
Hackett & council leader Toby Savage

Faith leaders were last week invited to blessing and committal ceremonies at the temporary resting place and the Westerleigh site
that have been prepared should South Gloucestershire Council
need extra capacity for burials during the COVID-19 outbreak.

The council says it wants to be able to reassure all residents, of all
faiths and none, that its focus in supporting families and local funeral directors is on treating people with the utmost respect and
dignity: “By inviting faith leaders to bless and commit these places
according to their beliefs, we hope that we can provide additional
comfort to those who suffer loss during this time.”
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Print editions of The Week In
The Week In is once more available in print.
To find your nearest distribution point, see page 15

Crossword
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However, the council’s planning officer said that the units were
a modest size and although there may be an increase in the
comings and goings along the private road, it wouldn’t be significant enough to justify a refusal; with 18 existing garages on the
road, pedestrians who use it as a short cut will be well aware of
the potential of vehicles entering and exiting

Clues Across

Clues Down

1. Noblewoman (8)
8. Scoop-shaped tool (6)
9. Fencing sword (4)
10. Pasture (3)
11. Truth (6)
12. Herbaceous plant (8)
15. Public speaker (6)
16. Filament (6)
20. Move unsteadily (6)
24. Edible grain (6)
27. Suspension (8)
28. Noted (6)
29. Possesses (3)
30. Long journey (4)
31. Contradict (6)
32. Blushed (8)

2. Seem (6)
3. Wild cat (6)
4. Cream cake (6)
5. Musical lines (6)
6. Revulsion (6)
7. Church officer (6)
12. Waterfowl (4)
13. Masculine (4)
14. Speck (4)
17. People in general (4)
18. Yemeni port (4)
19. Valley (4)
21. Glossy coating (6)
22. In both directions (3-3)
23. Bacon slice (6)
24. Stopped (6)
25. Child's toy (6)
26. Assent (6)
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Major refurbishment of Glenavon
Farm will create 40 jobs

A major refurbishment project is under
way at Glenavon Farm in Saltford to convert a group of dilapidated farm buildings and cow sheds into a new food hall
and kitchen, creating around 40 jobs.
Work began this week on the new facilities
and for farmer Adam Stratton it is a dream
that has been in the making for years.

He said: “With the support of Bath District
Farmers, I have been planning this for some
time. The old dairy buildings became redundant in 2002, after we decided to move
away from dairy farming following a huge
decline in milk prices. Over the years they
have deteriorated and begun to become a
bit of an eyesore.

“It has taken some time to find the right partners to take the project further and so we

are delighted that Paul Hargreaves and
Paul Castle are going to work with us to
make our vision a reality.”

The new food hall and kitchen will be run by
independent fine food distributor Cotswold
Fayre. As a B Corp, a certification that
recognises companies that are using the
power of business to solve social and environmental problems, it has exciting plans for
the new venture.

It is anticipated that the new food hall and
kitchen will open its doors in spring 2021.
Cotswold Fayre will be creating a website
and Facebook page in the coming months
to keep everyone informed.

Paul Hargreaves, chief executive at
Cotswold Fayre, said: “We are thrilled to see
work start on what we hope will be a fantastic addition to the local community. We plan
to stock plenty of products supplied by local
farmers and producers, be completely plastic-free and create around 40 local jobs.”

The managing director for the food hall and

Shortwood Hill to close for resurfacing

Major resurfacing works will see Shortwood Hill closed overnight from
5th to 10th June.
The work will start at 8pm and remain in place until approximately 6am.
The works will involve planing off the existing surface and laying a new
one and will create a significant amount of noise. The road will be closed
and all traffic diverted, although South Gloucestershire Council says
every effort will be made to ensure that access to properties is kept available and disruption is kept to a minimum for residents.
Although alternative routes will be signposted, motorists are being
warned there may be delays on the surrounding road network and they
should avoid the area if possible.
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kitchen will be business partner Paul Castle,
a highly experienced food retail and food
service director.

GGM

GARDEN & GROUNDS
MAINTENANCE

All aspects of garden &
grounds maintenance
Services include:
Grass cutting
Hedge cutting
Weed control

Tree work
Turfing
Planting

Tel: 07917 872651
www.ggmbristol.com
ggmbristol@outlook.com
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Installation of VE Day
anniversary bench delayed

Health and care leaders
issue open letter of thanks

Health and care leaders in Bristol, South Gloucestershire
and North Somerset have issued an open letter to everyone across the area.

Signed by the NHS, council and community organisations it
thanks local people for observing the coronavirus advice so
far - and urges everyone to continue to follow Government
guidelines to protect themselves and health and care staff.

Bitton parish councillors had planned to mark the 75th
anniversary of VE Day by installing a commemorative bench,
pictured, on the green at the bottom of Cherry Garden Road.
Due to the coronavirus restrictions in place they were unable to
do so but they say it will be installed when it is safe to do so.

Police make drug bust

Police seized suspected cocaine, cannabis and spice in a day of
action to disrupt drug crime in Bristol.
They searched addresses in St George, Easton and Lawrence
Hill under the Misuse of Drugs Act on Friday 15th May and carried
out targeted patrols to disrupt on-street drug dealing and engage
with local residents.

Four people were arrested and released under investigation and
a man was voluntarily interviewed.

Neighbourhood Sergeant Chris Green said: “Despite the current
health crisis we’re carrying on with our work to reduce the impact
on our communities of drug dealing and the crime and anti-social
behaviour that goes with it.

“By seizing suspected cocaine and other drugs as well as a large
amount of cash, we’ve disrupted drug supply in the city, even if
we’re not yet ready to charge suspects. We’re now carrying out
forensic examinations and making other inquiries to build strong
cases to put before the courts.”

Plans for temporary primary
school are approved

Plans to build a temporary primary school on the Wellsway School
campus in Keynsham have been approved by B&NES Council.

The single-storey building, which will be constructed off site, will provide two classrooms, toilets and storage for a period of two years for
use by the new Two Rivers CofE Primary School whilst its permanent
home is built as part of Crest Nicholson’s new Hygge Park development nearby.

The new school will admit its first reception class pupils in September.
It will be on the southern edge of the campus in a fenced area with
direct access from the service road off Chandag Road

The temporary school will share a play area on the Wellsway campus.

Four of the 13 schools already run by Wellsway Multi Academy Trust
- Wellsway School, IKB Academy, Chandag Infant and Chandag Junior - are already on the site.
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Since the pandemic began, local NHS and care services
have had to radically change the way they operate in order
to provide care for people in new ways.

Local people have adapted to the new ways of working, with
thousands taking up virtual medical appointments that would
normally have taken place in person. There have been fewer
attendances to emergency departments for minor conditions
as more people use the Minor Injury Units and Urgent Treatment centres in Yate, Bristol and Clevedon.
Julia Ross, Joint Healthier Together Lead Executive and
Chief Executive of the Bristol, North Somerset and South
Gloucestershire Clinical Commissioning Group, said: “We
want to thank everyone across our area for following the
guidance and using local services responsibly.

“It’s clear that coronavirus will be with us for some time yet,
and we must keep going – by observing social distancing
measures, self-isolating while experiencing symptoms of the
virus and practising good hand hygiene. These continue to
be the best ways to reduce the spread of the virus, which is
critical for population health, as well as ensuring that local
services can cope.

“In the coming weeks we will be restarting routine services
in a way which is safe for patients and staff. The more we
control the spread of the virus in the population, the better
able we will be to get normal services up and running again.”

The letter sets out a range of support available locally, including community mutual aid for vulnerable groups and where
to seek support for mental health concerns. You can read it
in full at:

www.bnssghealthiertogether.org.uk/wpcontent/uploads/2020/05/BNSSG-HT-Open-Letter-toResidents-003.pdf

Stable conversion appeal dismissed

Plans to convert a stable off Court Farm Road in Longwell Green
into a house have been dismissed on appeal.
The applicant appealed to the Secretary of State after South
Gloucestershire Council refused planning permission for the conversion of the building at 1 Cleeves Court, which is accessed from
Court Farm Road.
The council said that the proposed conversion does not fall within
the limited categories of development normally considered appropriate within the Green Belt and would harm the countryside.
The inspector agreed that the proposal would be inappropriate
development.

The Week in • Wednesday 20th May 2020

The Week in • Wednesday 20th May 2020

15

