THE WEEK IN

FREE

East Bristol & North East Somerset
Issue 625

Digital edition

29th April 2020

Council calls a halt to plans for wedding
venue but business continues

Controversial plans to hold marquee weddings at Bickley
Farm at Hanham Abbots have been refused by South
Gloucestershire Council.
When an initial planning application went in last June to erect a
marquee attached to an existing barn for the change of use for
a wedding business called Bickley Barns, the marquee was already in place.

The application sparked concerns including the impact on the
Green Belt, Hanham Abbots Conservation Area, and road
safety, and the noise that would be created. A planning enforcement officer warned at the time that the marquee was “a breach
of planning control”.

The application was withdrawn last September and although the
weatherproof PVC was removed, the frame remained in situ.
Applicant Graham New then came back with an application just
before Christmas which he hoped would address the concerns
raised.

He argued a case for very special circumstances for allowing
the development in the Green Belt, where only limited categories of development are normally considered appropriate,
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saying there is a need because of a lack of alternative venues
and demand for a rural setting and the ability for couples to
choose their own catering/ entertainment. The marquee would
only be in place part of the year (1st April to 31st October) and
there would be a limited visual impact as it can be screened
from many viewpoints. The weddings would be an additional
Continued on page 3

MAKE MONEY
FROM HOME
No Investment Required!
Thousands of regular people are now
supplementing or even replacing their
income by starting their own home
business.
It’s time to unleash your inner entrepreneur.
CLAIM YOUR FREE business starter pack
worth £350 today at www.eBizTips.net/free
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REFRESH YOUR TIRED KITCHEN

BEFORE

• Excellent reputation
• From simple door replacements to fully
fitted kitchens
• Choose from a wide range of quality doors,
worktops, appliances, sinks & taps
• Installed quickly and cleanly by our own
local professional fitters in just a few days

10/10
Excellent service and quality of product.
Workman helpful and friendly, definitely
a company to use.
BRISTOL

'5($0'2256
NEW LIFE FOR OLD KITCHENS

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE ON:

EST. 1999
Over 290 reviews on

0117 944 3223
Visit our showroom:
11/12 The Promenade,
Gloucester Rd, Bristol BS7 8AL
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Where reputation matters

See what our customers have to say

www.dreamdoors.co.uk
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Council calls a halt to plans for wedding
venue but business continues

revenue source for the farm and create additional rural employment.
The application also included acoustic and transport assessments.

However, the council last week rejected the plans, saying the
case put forward for very special circumstances to allow development wasn’t very special, nor outweighed the harm to the
Green Belt. It was considered it would also harm the character
and appearance of the Hanham Abbots Conservation Area and
failed to reach the highest possible standards of planning and
design.

Insufficient information had been submitted to determine
whether the proposal would have a prejudicial noise impact on
people living nearby, and whether the proposal would have a
severe impact on local roads. No analysis of accident data had

Scam calls over face masks

Trading Standards have told the police that a number of
residents in the Saltford and Corston have been called on their
landline from a fake 01225 number claiming to be from the government.
The automated voice said that the government is instructing
them to wear a facemask and to press a number on the keypad
to make a purchase. The residents recognised it as a scam.

Saltford Parish Council is reporting scam numbers used to Trading Standards and asks people to get in touch if they have any
to pass on: “Remember, if you receive a call purporting to be from
a 01225 number giving government instruction to buy a face
mask, hang up.”
Police say it is likely that the scammers will continue to make
calls in other areas.

Continued from page 1

been included as part of the assessment.

Hanham Abbots Parish Council had objected to the proposal,
saying there was inaccurate information on the application form
and voicing concerns including the number of events, estimated
to be around 26 a year, insufficient car parking, noise disturbance and light pollution.

Hanham District Green Belt Conservation Society and the
Friends of Hanham Abbots Conservation Society, along with 22
local residents had also raised concerns.

On their Facebook page this week, Bickley Barns’ state they
have six spaces available for 2020 and 2021 and are “flexible”
on dates. “Our opening months are from April - September & we
can hold up to 120 day guests and an additional 30 for the
evening.”

Heart-warming support
for nursing home

The Kingswood police beat
team and the community of
Oldland Common came
together last Thursday
evening to clap for the staff
and residents of Edgemont
View Nursing Home in the
High Street.
The home has lost several of
its residents to the coronavirus.
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Would like to thank all
of our customers over
the years for their
continued support.
In the interest of the
health and wellbeing
of our customers and
the local community
we have decided to
close at this time.
We will reopen as soon
as the situation improves.

07860 441776
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We will better any like for
like all inclusive quote
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Plans for five homes on land
overlooking roundabout
Developers have asked for planning permission to build five homes on land off Tabernacle
Road in Hanham.
CDC Ltd has submitted the proposal for the threebed houses on the area of scrubland that overlooks the roundabout on the A431, near the new
Magpie Court development.
Access to the four semis and one detached home
would be from Tabernacle Road to the east.
Plans drawn up by Oxford Architects say the
homes would be “highly thermally efficient and
sustainable” and there would be parking for 11
cars.
The application says the principle of development
on the site has been agreed through an application
granted in June 2006, which has lapsed.
The current proposal seeks to provide one extra
home, “making more efficient use of space and addressing the pressing need for new open market
housing stock”.
The planning reference is P20/06621/F and the
deadline for comments is 12th May.
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Over £400k reaches charitable
causes in West of England

More than £400,000 has already gone to
causes tackling the coronavirus crisis in just
one month, thanks to a grant programme for
Bristol, B&NES, South Gloucestershire and
North Somerset.
From a standing start, Quartet Community Foundation’s Coronavirus Response Fund has helped
83 small, local causes to the tune of more than
£413,000 in grants since the first one was made
on 23rd March.

Thanks to hundreds of generous gifts and donations, the grants are already helping families on
low incomes, homeless people, refugees, isolated
older people and many more get through the coronavirus crisis.

Quartet Community Foundation’s fundraising appeal has received support from hundreds of local
people as well as charitable trusts and philanthropists. So far more than £800,000 has been raised
for the Coronavirus 2020 Response Fund, including £275,000 from the National Emergencies

Trust. But more money is needed as Quartet has
received a further 50 requests for help from local
causes to help people get through the coronavirus
crisis.

You can help communities by donating at
https://quartetcf.org.uk/donate-now/

Charitable causes can apply for funding towards
activities that are responding to immediate challenges faced within local communities as a result
of the continuing threat of coronavirus at
https://quartetcf.org.uk/grant-programmes/coronavirus-response-fund/

Rock hurled from bridge
onto vehicle on ring road

Kylie’s Mobile
Foot Care
Foot Health Care is considered
Key Work by the Government.
“I am currently still available for
appointments wearing protective
equipment and following
Government guidelines”
Services Include:
Toe Nail Cutting
Callus Reduction
Corn Enucleation
Fungal Nail Treatment
Home Visits £25
I also treat diabetics
Contact Kylie BA (Hons) DipCFHP
Fully Accredited, Insured & DBS Checked

07903 197 516
E: kyliethomas71@yahoo.co.uk

Police say someone threw a rock at a moving vehicle from a footbridge over the A4174 ring road at
Longwell Green, hitting the windscreen and causing
damage.
Fortunately the driver was not injured.The incident
happened at about 1.20am on Sunday 19th April. If
you have any information for the police call 101 and
quote reference number 5220085470.

D.JAMES DECORATING
36 years' experience.
Qualified tradesman.
Efficient /reliable.
References available
07861 898902 / 01275
831696 or visit our website
djamesdecorating.com
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HOME MOVIES TRANSFER SERVICE
Let us bring your treasured Home Movies back
to life so you can enjoy them again and again...
Have you ever wondered how good it would be to see your cherished
home movies again, many years after you shot them? Perhaps these
are on cine film, Hi-8, Video 8, VHS or another format you can no longer
play? !
Now you can relive those unique memories of special times such as
your wedding, your children taking their first steps, or family holidays,
and watch them whenever you want, as we will transfer your home
movies and preserve them forever on DVD or as a digital file! !

Your Home Movies are invaluable. We look forward to helping
you bring them back to life!
For a free quotation with no obligation, please call Andy Warren on
01454 321614 or email sales@1st-take.com

BRISTOL RACING DVD SPECIAL OFFER!
Offer Code: WEBR32

BUY BOTH DVDs
FOR ONLY £25.95!

BRISTOL MOTOR SPOR
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T
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ogress of four wheeled motor sport
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in the Bristol ar
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today.. Relax and enjoy this tribute to
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Save over £10 + Free P&P!
#

CALL 01454 321614 TO ORDER

SPECIAL OFFER only for

readers!
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With the help of ar
archive
chive film,
photographs, memorabilia
and interviews, rrelive
elive the
history of the Bristol
Bulldogs fr
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om the Douglas
‘Dirt Track’
Track’ model in 1928,
thr
ough to the glory days in
through
Knowle and finally the brief
rrenaissance
enaissance at Eastville in
the 1970s.
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PRICE

Both Bristol Racing DVDs

RRP £27.90 £19.90 + Fr
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&P! SA
SAVE
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VE OVER £10!

Bristol Speedway

RRP £13.95 £11.95 + Free
Free P&P!
&P! SA
SAVE
AVE
VE £4.50!

Bristol Motorsport

Free P&P!
RRP £13.95 £11.95 + Free
&P! SA
SAVE
AVE
VE £4.50!

TOTAL
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.......................................................................................................................................................................................!
..........................................................................................Postcode ............................................................................
............................................................................!!
Email..................................................................................T
Email..................................................................................Tel
................................T
Tel .......................................................................................
.......................................................................................!!
I enclose a cheque/postal or
order,
der, made payable to 1st Take
Take for the total amount of £ ………………..
………………..!!
charge
card
details:!!
Please char
ge £…………….. to the following car
d details:

card)
Expiry date .................................................. Security code (CVC) .......................... (Last 3 digits on back of car
d)
321614,, or
order
www.1st-take.com
o"er
order
Call 01454 321614
der online at www
.1st-take.com with o
"er code WEBR32 or post your or
der to !
Take
Yate,
O"er
O!er), PO Box 1840, Y
1st T
ake (Week
(Week In O!er),
ate, Bristol BS37 4WB. O
"er expires
expires 30.06.20

TO SEE THE FULL RANGE OF 1ST TAKE DVDs VISIT www.1st-take.com OR CALL 01454 321614 TO REQUEST A FREE COPY OF OUR LATEST CATALOGUE

www.1st-take.com
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01454 321614

1st Take, PO Box 1840, Yate, Bristol BS37 4WB
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Emergency timetables on trains and buses

First GWR continue to run an emergency service across the
whole of their rail network although some departure times
have changed recently.

On mainline services there are still hourly departures to London
from Bristol Temple Meads, Parkway and Bath Spa stations. On
other services, including those which call at Keynsham Station,
there are reduced frequencies on all routes. The line between
Salisbury and Romsey has reopened following a landslide in
March so trains from Cardiff now operate through to Portsmouth
Harbour. There are up to 10 services a day in each direction but
not all stop at Keynsham and Oldfield Park.

From Keynsham Station there is a daytime
departure
approximately every two hours
to both Bristol Temple
Meads and Bath Spa.
Additional services are
operating during the
morning peak hours.

Any intending travellers
are advised to check
the latest position at
www.GWR.com/check.

Keynsham Town Council is collecting feedback on the emergency
rail timetable. In collaboration with the Severnside
Community
Rail Partnership it is
looking for examples
from key workers of
where amendments to the timetable could bring a better fit with
their shift patterns or working hours. Contact deputytownclerk@keynsham-tc.gov.uk
Bus timetables

On the buses, having originally deciding to go ahead with the
launch of the rebranded X39 Aquae bus link between Bristol and
Bath, First West of England have now suspended the service.
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The X39 service is suspended

Instead the 39 is operating a half-hourly service via Keynsham
(hourly on Saturdays, Sundays and Bank Holidays). From Monday to Friday, this also links up with a revised 349 service which
operates a round trip from Keynsham Church via the Park Estate and Bilbie Green.

The 17 continues to operate hourly to Southmead Hospital from
Keynsham, via Longwell Green, Hanham, Kingswood, Staple
Hill and Fishponds, but weekdays only. The 19 from Bath to
Cribbs Causeway via Bitton, Cadbury Heath, Warmley and
Kingswood operates hourly in the week and every two hours at
weekends. The 18 service is suspended.

The 178 operates every two hours from Radstock to Bristol via
Marksbury and Keynsham on weekdays only. The A4 Air Decker
is also running an hourly service connecting Saltford, Keynsham
and South Bristol.

The 42/43 service to Bristol centre is operating every hour from
Bitton and Cadbury Heath respectively and every 30 minutes
from Kingswood on weekdays. There is no 42 at weekends but
an hourly service from Cadbury Heath on the 43. Similarly, the
44/45 each run hourly from Hanham and Cadbury Heath with
an hourly 45 at weekends.

The 48 and 49 provide half-hourly service to Bristol from Lyde
Green, Emersons Green and Downend to Bristol (hourly from
Staple Hill) every day.

The m3 metrobus is running every hour between Emersons
Green, UWE and the city centre on weekdays. Passengers will
need to use the 48 at weekends. Likewise, the m1 service from
Hengrove to the city centre and Cribbs Causeway is running
hourly every day.

As with rail travel, bus passengers are advised to keep in touch
with the latest developments at www.firstgroup.com/bristol-bathand-west
Park and Ride

As we went to press this week, First also announced that the
Brislington and Bath Park and Ride services had recommenced.
Buses are every 30 minutes from Newbridge to Bath and hourly
from Brislington to Bristol City Centre. Both services will call at
all stops along the route.
7

Garden waste collections start again in B&NES
Bath & North East Somerset Council has this week restarted
fortnightly garden waste collections after the service was temporarily paused due to the coronavirus outbreak.

The council resumed the service from Monday as a priority in light
of recycling centres having to close and residents are being thanked
for their patience since collections stopped, to prioritise recycling
and black bin waste collections.
Residents will receive extra green waste collections before they are

bourhood Services, said: “Residents have been very understanding
about the suspension but have been curious about why it was
needed. The health of our crews is my top priority. Social distancing
in truck cabs has meant garden waste trucks have been needed for
collecting black wheelie bins. We’ve put smaller crews in more
vehicles to keep them safe. Council staff have been working hard
to bring in extra trucks and extra staff to restart garden waste collection services. I’m proud of their hard work and determination to
restart this service.

“I am keen to ensure residents aren’t out of pocket for the pause in
the service so the annual subscription period for garden waste bins
has been extended. Existing garden waste stickers will now be valid
until 18th July 2020 to make up for the missed collections.

“Please bear with us as we may continue to experience some disruption as the need for staff to isolate continues.”

People are asked not to overload their garden waste bin to ensure
the recycling team can run the service safely and efficiently.
Residents are also asked to check the website for any updates if
their bin is not collected and to ensure their bin is out by 7am on
their normal garden waste collection day. Soil should not be placed
in garden waste bins.

Cllr David Wood

asked to renew to make up for missed collections.

Cllr David Wood, Cabinet member for Climate Emergency & Neigh-

Bulky waste collections have also restarted in B&NES. As we reported last week, both garden waste and bulky waste collections
have restarted this week in Bristol while in South Gloucestershire
green bin collections started again this week although large household waste collections in the district remain suspended.

Charterhouse
Care Home
Residential l Nursing l Respite l Dementia
Discover the very best in residential
care at Charterhouse
Residential care is now available to
complement the nursing, dementia
DQGUHVSLWHFDUHDOUHDG\RQRʞHU
Charterhouse is a friendly and welcoming
care home in the luxurious surroundings
RI7KH&KRFRODWH4XDUWHULQ.H\QVKDP

0117 919 4279

www.stmonicatrust.org.uk/villages/
the-chocolate-quarter/charterhouse
Registered Charity 202151
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Loungers secures funding
to keep going

Concerns about cars
racing around Keynsham

There are concerns about motorists speeding around the
Keynsham area during the lockdown, highlighted by two recent
crashes.
People have reported that Charlton Road has become more of a
racetrack than ever and a car flipped over and landed in a garden
there last week.

And on Saturday night a car caused damage to a lamp post and
wall after crashing near the junction of St Ladoc Road and St
Georges Road as this picture posted on Facebook shows.
There have also been reports of people racing in Tesco car park in
the town.

Loungers, the company that runs the Bonzo Lounge in Keynsham
and Porto Lounge in Fishponds, has secured funding to keep it
going for almost a year if necessary.

Like many other pubs, cafes and restaurants, they have been
closed since the country went into lockdown last month. But
Loungers has now agreed new banking facilities together with a
placement of over nine million ordinary shares, bringing in net proceeds of more than £8m.

In addition to the local venues, the Loungers group comprises of
167 sites across England and Wales and has an annual turnover
of more than £150m. The company was started in Bristol in 2002
and was listed on the London Stock Exchange AIM last March.

You can report anti-social driving at https://www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/report/anti-social-driving/

The new share placement and extended banking facilities will not
only provide additional liquidity in the event of an extended period
of enforced closure but, according to the company, provide growth
capital to enable it to emerge strongly from lockdown and re-commence its roll-out at the appropriate time. With over £30m now
available, Loungers calculates it will provide liquidity for 46 weeks.

Easy

Hard

As we reported last week, Avon & Somerset Police have seen a
sharp increase in the number of complaints from communities
about speeding during the lockdown and have increased the number of motorbike patrols.

Sudoku
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Don’t force us off the tracks, says
heritage railway

The heritage railway at Bitton has been
told by South Gloucestershire Council
officers that it is breaching a planning
condition by tending to locomotives
early in the morning on public open
days.
Avon Valley Railway Heritage Trust, which
is a charity, says it has not changed its operating practice over the last 25 years and
is not aware of any concerns from neighbours.

It says that if the engine crew can no longer
carry out tasks from around 6am, it will
mean a reduction in the number of train trips
it can run, which would significantly affect
the financial viability of the operation and put
jobs and the future of the railway at risk.

The trust, which is supported by volunteer
members, says all the site’s facilities are
freely available to railway visitors and those
using the Bristol & Bath Railway Path, conservatively estimated to be 100,000 last
year.

A report prepared for the charity by planning
consultants says Avon Valley Railway
Heritage Trust believes it has always complied with granted operating times: “They
have been operating the site in the same
manner for the past 25 years. It is with this
background in mind that the recent communication from the council came as a surprise
to the applicants. They are not aware of any
contact having been made by neighbours
with them to express comments or concerns
over ‘early morning noise’.”
The report also says that the trust has been
using and operating the site “in line with
every single heritage railway across the
country”.

In response to council officers saying that
there is a breach, the trust has applied to
vary a planning condition so that trains can
continue to be prepared for operation from
6am on public open days. The condition cur-
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rently states that trains can operate from
10am on such days, of which there are up
to 130 a year.

The report says: “On days when steam motive power is scheduled, the engine crew attend site at approximately 6am to undertake
the tasks necessary prior to running the first
train. It takes this long to build up the warming fire that has been left in the loco
overnight to ensure sufficient pressure in the
boiler to make the locomotive move, and
then to undertake all the relevant safety
checks as required by the Health & Safety
Executive.”

Several letters of support and objection to
the variation have been sent to the council.
One supporter says: “Objections seem to
centre around the idea that trains might actually begin operating at 6 in the morning. I
can quite understand that residents (and the
railway’s volunteers) would be alarmed at
such an idea but given that this is clearly
isn’t the case, I hope that this matter can be
easily resolved.”

One neighbour who has objected says that
communication from the railway has been
“practically non-existent”. “Despite their

promises at this one meeting years ago to
keep us informed of future plans, nothing
has come of it. On some days the noise
from the railway keeps us from enjoying our
back gardens…. It has become a noisy
neighbour and one we did not have when
we moved here 40 years ago.”

Meanwhile Bitton Parish Council initially
objected to the proposed variation but last
week said that following clarification with the
railway it has no objection.
The deadline for comments is 5th May.

Over £6,000 donated to
survival fund

The railway is currently closed because of
the coronavirus outbreak and early this
month launched a ‘Save Our Steam’ appeal to keep it on track.
£45,000 is the target needed to keep the
wheels turning and more than £6,000 has
been raised so far.
Anyone wishing to donate can visit the
Avon Valley Railway Corona Survival Fund
page on Virgin Money Giving.
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Lamenting the changes at
Keynsham Post Office
Dear Stephen

There has been a revolution in Keynsham
Post Office during the lockdown. What has
always been a Crown Post Office no longer
is. It closed on 23rd April and re-opened on
25th April with completely new (doubtless
cheaper) staff.

I would like to thank all the staff there who
have probably given 100 years’ excellent
service between them. They have been
there so long they feel like friends. Whatever anybody else tries to tell you (the government sold its 60% stake under value,
loser, the taxpayer) it has been privatised. It
is now run by a company called ZCO Limited on a franchise basis. Its future, as has
been pointed out elsewhere, now depends
on the fortunes of an independent retailer
based in Bolton.

Franchising is a business operation where
the sole objective is to make money, as
much as possible. Every time this has ever
happened it is at the expense of service as
only profitable avenues are prioritised. History shows there is a direct conflict between
maximising profit and providing an existing
service. My fear here is that it has been
done stealthily. Does anybody remember
the public outcry when Michael Heseltine
tried to do it as Trade Secretary 20 years
ago? It was so great at the time the decision
was reversed. Anyone who thinks they will
get a better service now than they have
done in Keynsham for decades is utterly deluded. You will only benefit if you are a

Miles & Davey
motor services

●
●
●
●
●

MOT TESTING STATION
VEHICLE REPAIRS
VEHICLE SERVICING
VEHICLE DIAGNOSTICS
TYRES & MORE
Find us on Facebook
Miles & Davey Motor Services

0117 329 0730
WE ARE STILL
OPEN AS USUAL
We are offering a collection
and delivery service for
anyone self isolating
Unit 8 Brookleaze Trading Estate
Stockwood Vale,
Keynsham, BS31 2AL
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LETTERS

shareholder.

A fine, prescient, old one-nation Tory, Harold
Macmillan, the like of which you do not see
any more, once warned the State (and his
own party) against “selling off the family silver”. All the silver is now long gone I’m
afraid. The current Royal Mail Chief Executive is called Rico Back. He received a
‘golden hello’ of £6m from the Royal Mail
and has a seven figure salary. He is currently sunning himself in splendour on Lake
Zurich in Switzerland. Do you know what?
He does not even think he should deign to
live in Britain to run what once was a very
great British institution, despite being paid
so handsomely. How have we been reduced
to this? The Royal Mail, by the way, will not
even be profitable in 2020-1. Does this story
sound familiar? In terms of the taxpayer
being continually short-changed I could
again paraphrase Super-Mac and say:
“You’ve never had it so bad”.
All my adult life in terms of ‘trust’ I put the
Post Office (like libraries) right at the top of
my list. What a desperate and tragic shame
it is gone. I wish all the good people shunted
on, like it or not, all the very best in the future. I also fear, you know, for the Royal
British Legion, “Royal” (like Royal Mail was)
because the Queen is patron of it. It has
been closed in Keynsham now for some
time, primarily because of the pandemic we
are all living through. Whether it will reopen
I do not know though the fact that it is an important national charity you would hope
would afford it some protection.
Would I be surprised, however, if it was fran-

chised, any profitable commercial activity
(or information) stripped out and the rest discarded? Sound familiar? Actually I would not
be surprised. It is the Britain you live in
today and have done for decades, under
governments of various hues.
Thank you once again to the great staff in
what was Keynsham Crown Post Office, for
excellent service countless times since I
moved to Keynsham in 1974.
Lionel Hutt, Keynsham

Write to us

The Week In is independent of any political

or commercial interest. We aim to produce a

balanced and accurate view of local news and
welcome comments from our readers.

Normally, we will publish letters in full but

reserve the right to shorten or clarify the con-

tents or to refuse publication. Please try to

keep letters under 300 words and supply your
full name and address for reasons of authen-

tication. Only the name and district where

you live will be reproduced. Anonymity is

possible under certain circum-stances.

Copy can be sent by post or, preferably, email and should arrive at our offices no
later than 9.00am on the Monday of each
week.
E-mail to:

admin@theweekin.co.uk

Fabrics Plus Ltd
We sell fabulous fabric
for garments, patchwork,
quilting and a selection
of beautiful yarns for
knitting and crochet, and
all things haberdashery.

The home
of lovely
fabrics

We are now closed to the public until further notice.
You can still buy all your crafting essentials online
through our website or ordering by phone

0117 329 3857
Monday to Saturday 10am to 4pm
19 Badminton Rd, Downend, BS16 6BB
Telephone 0117 329 3857
@FabricsPlusLimited
www.fabrics-plus.co.uk
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‘Lessons to be learnt’ after heritage
site is demolished

The old Warmley waterworks site, which historians had been
hoping to save, has now been demolished, with just a huge
pile of red bricks remaining.

South Gloucestershire Council granted planning permission in 2019
to knock down the Edwardian civic buildings at what is currently the
SUEZ Cowhorn recycling and waste collection vehicle depot in
Tower Road South.

The council has a long-term plan to relocate the Cowhorn fleet to
the Mangotsfield Sort It Centre. Subject to vacant planning permission, the site could be sold for redevelopment.

It was formerly the Cowhorn Colliery, mined for coal during the mid
to late 1800s. The site was then used from 1906 to 1970 by the
West Gloucestershire Water Company to pump water up the shaft
using a massive steam-powered engine.
Roger Gosling, from the Gloucestershire Mines Research Group,
started the petition which more than 700 people signed. Other
groups which made formal objections to the demolition were the Association for Industrial Archaeology, South Gloucestershire Mines
Research Group, Bristol Industrial Archaeological Society, Avon Industrial Buildings Trust and Kingswood Heritage Museum.
The council said that the buildings were not listed as heritage assets
and there would have been considerable costs associated with
making them safe.

BRISTOL & BATH CAR SERVICES

GERMAN CAR
SPECIALIST
German Car Specialists with over 30 years experience
in service, repairs and diagnostics

ORMAL
WE ARE OPEN AS N
● MOT TESTING STATION

Thanking everyone who had supported the petition, Mr Gosling
said: “Unfortunately, despite all the negotiations and requests for a
meeting with South Glos Council before and after planning consent
for demolition, the buildings and the chimney on the site have now
been demolished.

“There has been a battle for years for local residents whose lives
have been blighted by noise and fumes from use of the site by bin
lorries. Local and national conservation groups objected to the planning application for demolition, as did the council's own conservation officers and some councillors.

“Unfortunately English Heritage decided the site was not considered
worthy of Grade II listing. Also it had sadly never been locally listed
either, though this would probably not necessarily helped.”

He said there are three lessons to be learnt from the process: “We
need to come up with a costed plan for a new use for sites such as
this at a very early stage.

“We need to act to save any worthy structures by ensuring that at
least local listing of several other sites is proposed (not just industrial sites). And we need to get on with this urgently and much earlier.”

● SERVICE & REPAIRS (all makes welcome)
● AIR CONDITIONING
● CAMBELTS & BRAKES
● CLUTCHES & SUSPENSION
● COLLECT & RETURN SERVICE
● TYRES AND TYRE FITTING SERVICE
● SPECIALIST DIAGNOSTICS AND MORE . . .

Large Workshop

Telephone 0117 9161234
www.bandbcarservices.co.uk
✉ bandbcs@btinternet.com
Unit 2 Pixash Business Centre, Keynsham BS31 1TP
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The site post demolition
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Restricted access fails to stop visits
to beauty spot and skate park
South Gloucestershire Council last week erected temporary
fencing to cut off access from the Bristol & Bath Railway Path
to the Avon Riverside picnic site near Bitton to limit people
congregating there and reduce the amount of rubbish at the
beauty spot.

saying they had been ripped down and chucked in the river.

Meanwhile people are still hopping over the fence to get into Warmley Skate Park which is closed.

A sign says: “This skate park is becoming one of the most reported
sites in the area for COVID-19 guideline breaches. Police will be
regularly patrolling the area and will unfortunately be forced to take
enforcement action should anyone be found using this skate park.”

However, within hours there were reports that it had been breached,
with exasperated police posting a picture
on Saturday evening
of a litter-strewn site
and the caption:
“Words fail us.”

Avon Riverside picnic site

People should not be
holding gatherings,
picnics or barbecues,
or sunbathing in public open spaces.
Warning posters had
previously been put
up at the picnic area
but had failed to deter
people from gathering
there, with the police

No painting or repairs for 25 years?
It must be a ColourFence!

Won’t
warp, crack,
shrink, rot
or peel†

Cream

¤ Guaranteed† not to
warp, crack, shrink, rot
or peel
¤ Withstands wind gusts
of up to 130mph
¤ No painting or repairs
for 25 years
¤ Create your look
with a choice of
colours, designs and
sizes

“

“

With the warmer weather appearing,
there’s always plenty to do in the garden.
However, with ColourFence, one of the
most tedious, time-consuming jobs
disappears overnight. For the next 25
years! Because there’s no need to paint
or repair ColourFence. It’s guaranteed not
to warp, crack, shrink, rot or peel for the
next 25 years. Making it one of the world’s
best maintenance-free fences. And, unlike
other fences, ColourFence can withstand
wind speeds of up to 130mph.
There’s a choice of colours to enhance
your garden’s design and you’ll find our
prices surprisingly competitive too.

Brown

Maintenance
free for 25 years
and great value too!
Nothing compares
to ColourFence!

Blue

CALL
NOW! To see our full range of colours,
designs and get a FREE
‘no-obligation’ quote – CALL

¤ No risk professional
installation
†Hose down occasionally –
terms & conditions apply.
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Seal spotted in the River Avon near Hanham

There have been several sightings of a seal pup in the River Avon
including near between Beese's Tea Gardens and Hanham Lock,
at least 10 miles from the sea.
During these strange times nature is making itself felt in all sorts of
ways. You may have noticed bird song whistling through thickets
and woodland with more vigour than in past years. Other animals
too in quiet and country places that hitherto would have been loath
to expose themselves are appearing with renewed confidence.
Without the noise from cars and man the countryside is reclaiming
its birth right.
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Hanham resident Gary Edge was amazed to spot a seal pup in the
River Avon as he did his hour’s exercise last Friday afternoon.
Whilst meandering along the river he heard a disturbance in the
water and saw to his surprise a seal pup catching a large fish. Gary
was quick enough to take a picture of the seal in the act of catching
his meal for the day.
Our thanks also to John Whiting who also sent us this photo of the
seal.
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Christine Rogers

Clues Across

Clues Down

1. Expecting a child (8)
5. Pool (4)
7. White-rooted crop (5,4)
9. Smut (4)
10. English flower (4)
11. Consult (5)
14. Tennis stroke (5)
15. Extreme (5)
16. Fake (5)
17. Blend (5)
18. Tantalise (5)
19. Spiteful (5)
22. Actual (4)
24. Avoid deliberately (4)
26. Parasitic shrub (9)
27. Tangy (4)
28. Injured party (8)

1. Elapse (4)
2. Inflammation of joints (4)
3. Alert (5)
4. Item of furniture (5)
5. Jetty (4)
6. Representative (8)
7. Dairy product (4,5)
8. Dental pain (9)
11. Medieval instrument (5)
12. Battle (5)
13. Corroded (5)
14. South-western county (8)
20. Loft (5)
21. Period of adolescence (5)
23. Wound dressing (4)
24. Drink mixer (4)
25. Dark blue (4)
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Lidl donates fresh produce to help the
Cadbury Heath community

Juice Community Project was able to hand out fresh fruit and vegetables to the community of Cadbury Heath last Wednesday morning,
thanks to a large donation of produce from Lidl at Emersons Green.

Juice has a centre for information and advice in Newton Road and runs
many community groups and schemes.

People were encouraged to take along a tin for emergency food
parcels and swap it for some fresh produce.

Cadbury Heath is a priority neighbourhood, one of six areas in South
Gloucestershire that have been identified as communities where people don't have the same opportunities as in other areas.

GGM

GARDEN & GROUNDS
MAINTENANCE

All aspects of garden &
grounds maintenance
Services include:
Grass cutting
Hedge cutting
Weed control

Tree work
Turfing
Planting

Tel: 07917 872651
www.ggmbristol.com
ggmbristol@outlook.com

CORONAVIRUS CLOSURE
Until the lockdown is lifted,
ted, B Block and Somer Dining will
remain closed.
Thankk you fo
or all your support over the last two years.
We look forwar
o
d to welcoming you backk soon.
For updates please ffoll
ollow us on social media.
Somerdining.co.uk
B-blockpizza.co.uk

@somerdining
@bblockpizza
Somer Dining & B Block
The Chocolate Quarter
Trajectus Way, Keynsham
Bristol BS31 2GJ
Tel: 0117 963 7110
info@thechocolatequarter.co.uk
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Community centre submits expansion plans

Plans to extend Cadbury Heath Hall have been submitted to South
Gloucestershire Council.

The community centre in School Road is a popular venue and meeting place for local groups, and demand for space is not always able
to be met.

The proposed single-storey side extension, which will have solar
roof panels, will include an office/meeting room for use by Oldland

Parish Council.

The opportunity will be taken to improve energy efficiency for the
whole building and design attention has been paid to continuing
problems of criminal damage, so hidden alcoves and corners on
the outside have been eliminated.
The planning reference number is P20/06149/F and the deadline
for comments is 7th May.

Car stolen after keys were left in ignition
Police say a car was stolen from Church Road in Hanham after the
driver left the keys in the ignition and the engine going for a couple
of minutes.
It happened at about midday on Wednesday 22nd April. The missing silver Alfa Romeo has the registration number MF55 FSZ.

If you have any information regarding this incident contact the police on 101. Alternatively call Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800
555 111.
Police remind drivers to ensure they secure their vehicles whenever
they are left unattended.
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New lease of life proposed for
vacant church
Plans to turn the former Cock Road Methodist Church in
Kingswood into six one-bedroom flats have been lodged with
South Gloucestershire Council.

The application to refurbish and convert the locally listed church
and adjoining schoolhouse has been submitted by Brett
Residential Developments Ltd.

Worship at the church, which dates from the early 20th century,
ceased in January 2018. The congregation had dwindled and with
only a handful of people regularly attending, the cost of keeping
the building open could not be justified.
Four parking spaces

The plans show that the three ground-floor flats each have their
own outside amenity space. The three flats on the upper floor all
have access to the communal garden to the east, which will also
have four parking spaces, along with room for bike storage.

The site is in a coal mining high risk area but an assessment report highlights that as proposed development will not include any
new build, just refurbishment and reconfiguration of the existing
building, the risk to the site from mining legacy issues is low.

12th May is the deadline for comments and the planning reference number is P20/05908/F.

Still need your cake fix during lockdown?
The opening of our new bespoke cake shop,
Crumbs of Keynsham, has been delayed due
to Covid-19, but don’t worry because we
can bring the cake to you!
Follow us on Instagram and Facebook
to find out more.
Just search: crumbsofkeynsham

FREE DELIVERY
to BS37, BS31, BS30, BS16, BS15, BS14,
BS5, BS4, BS3 (Min Spend £10)
10 High Street, Keynsham BS31 1DQ
(Opposite St John’s Church)

www.crumbsofkeynsham.co.uk
eat

CAKE.

drink

COFFEE.

love
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Ongoing inquiries after
cannabis discovery

Caravan arson being
investigated

Police are appealing for witnesses after a suspicious fire at a caravan in Hanham.

Just after midnight on Saturday 18th April, police and crews from
Kingswood and Hicks Gate fire stations attended the blaze at the
rear of a property in Lower Hanham Road.

Two men were subsequently arrested on suspicion of arson with
intent to endanger life. Both have been released under investigation.
DS Daniel Rowan said: “House-to-house and CCTV inquiries
were carried out during the preliminary stages of the investigation.

Police say investigations are continuing after the discovery of what
are believed to be cannabis plants at a property in Hanham.
An Avon & Somerset Police spokesman said in a statement: “We
attended an address in Central Avenue at approximately 9.50am
on Thursday 16th April.

“A 28-year-old man agreed to attended a voluntary interview following the discovery of what was believed to be 30 cannabis plants.
“Enquiries are continuing.”
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“But we are keen to hear from anybody who saw people acting
suspiciously overnight on Friday night (17th) and the early hours
of Saturday morning (18th).
“This fire did cause a significant amount of damage, but thankfully
no one was injured.

“Although we are treating the fire as suspicious, we do believe it
is an isolated incident.”

Anyone with information is asked to report it online, or call 101,
and give the call handler the reference number 5220084907.
You can contact the independent charity Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111.

We take care to respect social distancing requirements and wear appropriate protective
clothing when carrying out our work
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STABLES
TO LET
All year grazing
Individual tack rooms
Manure removed
regularly
Hay & straw storage
Yard well maintained

or

A man was seen on CCTV looking into vehicles at Riverside
Way in Hanham at 4.10am on
Saturday 13th April before stealing a hanging basket.
Police encourage residents to
improve their security if possible,
locking all unattended doors and
windows and not leaving anything in their vehicles.
If you have any information contact the police on 101 or
Crimestoppers anonymously on
0800 555 111.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Goods Vehicle
Operator’s Licence

R J Scaffolding Limited of 66
Gloucester Road, Bristol, BS7 8BH
is applying for a licence to use Old
Station Yard, Avon Mill Lane,
Keynsham, Bristol, BS31 2UG as
an operating centre for 1 vehicle
and 1 trailers.
Owners or occupiers of land (including buildings) near the operating centre(s) who believe that their
use or enjoyment of that land would
be affected, should make written
representations to the Traffic
Commissioner at Jubilee House,
Croydon Street, BS5 0GB, stating
their reasons, within 21 days of this
notice. Representors must, at the
same time, send a copy of their
representations to the applicant at
the address given at the top of this
notice.
A guide to Making Representations
is available from the Traffic
Commissioner’s office.
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Keep in touch, let us
know what you think,
send us your news
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Crews from Temple and Bedminster fire stations were mobilised to
reports of decking on fire in Hillfields Avenue in Speedwell last
Thursday. The cause is thought to be accidental.

Security advice after
Hanham incident

0117 9863821
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Cause of decking fire accidental

You can apply online at
http://orlo.uk/tV1ul
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The organisers said it had not been an easy decision to come to
but they would now put all their efforts into next year’s event
which will be in Chipping Sodbury.

Last week the council said
there were more than 1,000
eligible
businesses
who
haven’t yet applied for a grant.

07853 829 559
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South Gloucestershire Armed Forces Day, which had been due
to take place in Page Park in Staple Hill on 20th June, has been
cancelled because of the ongoing coronavirus crisis.

Bristol City Council has so far
approved more than 4,500
grant applications with a value
of over £58m to support businesses in Bristol during the
COVID-19 crisis.

Keynsham end of the
ring road
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South Glos Armed
Forces Day cancelled

4,500+ grant
bids approved
in Bristol
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Builders breach stipulation after
failing to carry out wildlife checks

The Bridles, Whitchurch

An awkward planning situation is affecting Bellway Homes’
housing development on the former site of HorseWorld’s visitor centre in Whitchurch.

When the original proposals to build 97 homes on land between
Staunton Lane and Sleep Lane was approved by B&NES Council
planners in early 2017, there were a number of conditions attached.
One required the implementation of a wildlife scheme but it cannot
now be discharged because Bellway Homes has destroyed much
of the land involved.

It is not uncommon for conditions to be attached to planning consents on schemes like this and the developer then seeks to have
them discharged as the building progresses and the required actions are put in place.

In this instance however, B&NES has refused to agree discharge
of the wildlife condition and has stated it is technically impossible
to now do so. The problem is this condition was a ‘pre-occupation’
condition – meaning that no one can move into the houses Bellway
has sold until the condition has been discharged.
The actual condition states that: “No occupation of the development
hereby approved shall commence until an initial report produced by

20

a suitably experienced ecologist confirming and demonstrating,
using photographs where appropriate, that implementation of the
recommendations of the Wildlife Protection and Enhancement
Scheme is progressing in accordance with approved details, has
been submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning
Authority. A further final report to demonstrate all measures have
been implemented completed and installed correctly, and in accordance with approved details, shall be submitted on completion of
construction and prior to the occupation of the final plot.”

The required report referred to included measures for ecological supervision on the removal of grassland and habitats for reptiles and
amphibians, work on the pond including the relocation of animals,
an updated badger survey and guidance talks for site workers by
ecological experts.
But none of these were carried out by the builders when work took
place on the site and only a small parcel of the land in question remains undisturbed.
By January of this year, all the 97 homes plus five conversions to
the old Staunton Hall had been sold and almost 90 were already
occupied.
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New NHS Nightingale Hospital
opened by Earl of Wessex

A virtual ceremony was held to
open the new NHS Nightingale
Hospital Bristol at the University of the West of England’s
Frenchay campus on Monday.

The new facility will provide up to
300 intensive care beds for coronavirus patients if local services in
the Severn region need them.

The hospital was opened by video
link by the Earl of Wessex who
was joined by Health Secretary
Matt Hancock and the Chief Executive of the NHS Simon Stevens.

The new facility is one of seven
Nightingale hospitals to be set up around the
country.

Sir Simon said: “On behalf of the whole of the
NHS, huge congratulations to everybody involved
in the creation of this new Nightingale hospital in
Bristol.

“Fortunately it now looks as if, thanks in part to the
actions the public are taking, we are coming
through the peak of that number of hospital beds,
but we know that coronavirus is going to be with

us for months if not years to come. And we also
know that there is going to be continuing pressure
on services meaning that the capacity that the
Nightingale hospitals represent will be useful to
have not just over the coming weeks but potentially over months beyond that as well.

“For those who say, we’re not going to need to fill
up every Nightingale bed, we say, of course, it
makes sense to hope for the best but nevertheless to prepare for the worst.”

Pair arrested after
phone robbery

Two men aged 53 and 55 have
been arrested after another
man was robbed of his mobile
phone last Tuesday at about
4pm near the Tesco store in
Lodge Causeway.
The victim was punched in the
face and required treatment for
a nose injury at hospital but was
then allowed home.
If you were in the area and have
any information, contact the police on 101 and quote the reference 5220087433.

Free online
courses

South Gloucestershire Community Learning is launching
new online courses during this
time of physical distancing.

The courses are free for any
one with few or no qualifications. They include work skills,
maths, English, computer and
digital skills, family learning
and health and wellbeing.

The full list of courses can be
found
on
the
South
Gloucestershire Council website under ‘Community Learning’.

Keep in touch,
let us know what you
think,
send us your news

facebook.com/theweekin
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