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New rail contract for GWR and more
help for local bus services

Following on from the Government’s Emergency Measures
Agreements announced last week to maintain rail services during the crisis, Great Western Railway has also been awarded a
new contract to guarantee services in the region for the next
three years.

Faced with the need to keep vital rail routes open while rail operating companies have seen passenger numbers plummet as
people stay at home, the Government suspended all franchises
and is now paying the companies directly to provide a train service.

First has operated the Great Western Railway franchise since
2005 and the last temporary extension the Government granted
was due to expire last week. Now, Rail Minister Chris HeatonHarris has awarded a three-year direct contract to First with an
option to extend to four. A similar award has been made to
Govia to run trains in the South East.

Although full details are not yet known, the announcement also
comes with a promise of additional capacity in the local region
with more peak-time trains, more front-line staff and fare trials
for passengers once the situation returns to normal. As we have
reported in previous issues of The Week In, peak-hour capacity
problems have had major impacts on commuters on the Bristol-Keynsham-Bath line.

Commenting on the announcements, the Minister said: “We are
taking decisive action across the board to ensure vital rail services continue, allowing those people who cannot work at home
to get to work - particularly our NHS, emergency services and
other vital industries.

“These contracts will keep services running in the short-term but
also are positive news for passengers in the future, focusing on
more reliable services, extra capacity and improvements to the
stations they use every day.
Continued on page 3

MAKE MONEY
FROM HOME
No Investment Required!
Thousands of regular people are now
supplementing or even replacing their
income by starting their own home
business.
It’s time to unleash your inner entrepreneur.
CLAIM YOUR FREE business starter pack
worth £350 today at www.eBizTips.net/free
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REFRESH YOUR TIRED KITCHEN

BEFORE

• Excellent reputation
• From simple door replacements to fully
fitted kitchens
• Choose from a wide range of quality doors,
worktops, appliances, sinks & taps
• Installed quickly and cleanly by our own
local professional fitters in just a few days

10/10
Excellent service and quality of product.
Workman helpful and friendly, definitely
a company to use.
BRISTOL

'5($0'2256
NEW LIFE FOR OLD KITCHENS

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE ON:

EST. 1999
Over 290 reviews on

0117 944 3223
Visit our showroom:
11/12 The Promenade,
Gloucester Rd, Bristol BS7 8AL
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9.6/10
Where reputation matters

See what our customers have to say

www.dreamdoors.co.uk
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New rail contract for GWR and more
help for local bus services
Continued from page 3

“These are unprecedented times and the rail network is central
to our national resilience. The deals announced today guarantee vital services in the short term and tangible improvements
in the long term."

Bus services

Meanwhile on the buses, Transport Secretary Grant Shapps announced a package of financial aid for the bus industry last Friday, also designed to keep vital transport links running while
supporting bus operators facing the same problem of passengers staying at home. £167m will be paid over 12 weeks under
the new COVID-19 Bus Services Support Grant.

As a condition of the funding, bus operators will be required to
maintain necessary services at a level which is sufficient to meet
much reduced demand, but also to allow adequate space between passengers on board.

Locally, operator First has now introduced a new emergency
timetable across its network as of Friday 3rd April. Having initially reacted to the lockdown by switching to its Saturday
timetable, the bus company rapidly changed to Sunday operating. Now it has tried to tailor supply to demand to ensure vital
workers can still get to their employment. Nevertheless, the
company has seen a 90% drop in passenger numbers in the
last two weeks.

The news also comes as First launches a major new initiative
on its popular X39 bus service between Bristol and Bath. Despite operating the emergency timetable the company has
begun the roll-out of its new branding and fleet upgrade. The
delivery of new, biogas buses on the metrobus services has
meant the existing fleet can be redeployed to other routes.

All 12 buses that currently operate the route are being replaced
with newer vehicles fitted with Euro VI engines which produce
less harmful emissions and are compliant with the Clean Air
Zones planned for the two cities. The service is branded ‘Aquae’
and the distinctive blue/green liveried buses have wood-effect

The new ‘Aquae’ bus

floors, USB charging points and ‘next stop’ audio announcements.

James Freeman, Managing Director at First West of England,
said: “This upgraded fleet with its shiny new brand was scheduled to launch over Easter, but due to the current coronavirus
crisis, we’ve bought a number of these buses into service now.

“The Bath to Bristol service has proved incredibly popular, with
passenger numbers up year-on-year. In recent years we’ve improved the reliability of the X39, so it is now up to around 95%
punctual and transports people right into the heart of both Bristol
and Bath city centres.

“Whilst we are launching now, we would like to remind those
who use the service to ensure they adhere to Government guidance and only use the bus if they need to get to work, collect a
prescription or do essential food shopping.”

The full Aquae fleet will be in operation when First West of England services return to normal running timetables, in the future
following the end of the coronavirus outbreak.
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Would like to thank all
of our customers over
the years for their
continued support.
In the interest of the
health and wellbeing
of our customers and
the local community
we have decided to
close at this time.
We will reopen as soon
as the situation improves.

07860 441776
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We will better any like for
like all inclusive quote
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Temporary hospital being created at
Frenchay campus for COVID-19 patients

Work has begun to convert the Exhibition and Conference Centre (ECC) on the University of the West of England’s Frenchay
campus into a 300-bed temporary NHS hospital to provide hundreds of extra beds if local services need them during the peak
of coronavirus.

staff from different NHS organisations across the South West. It will
serve as a support hospital across the South West but it will be formally hosted by North Bristol NHS Trust on behalf of the region.

The measure follows the creation of similar temporary hospitals in
London, Manchester and Birmingham.

Bristol, North Somerset & South Gloucestershire Clinical Commissioning Group’s chief executive Julia Ross, who has been leading
the set-up phase, said: “Having hugely ramped-up beds, facilities
and services, we are confident that all our local hospitals are ready
to deal with the expected increase in patients with coronavirus over
the coming weeks.

The hospital is expected to remain operational over the summer
and the site will be returned to the university ready for the next academic year in the autumn.

North Bristol NHS Trust’s deputy medical director Tim Whittlestone,
who has been leading on clinical input to the planning, said: “If
everyone across the west keeps observing the social isolation rules
to stop the virus spreading, hopefully we’ll never need this hospital.

The hospital is expected to be fully operational and treating patients
this month.

Accommodation that is not currently being used by students will
also be made available for NHS staff at Frenchay campus to provide
doctors and nurses with easy access to the new emergency facility.

To ensure health and safety is protected, the university will operate
clearly defined separate zones across the campus to ensure NHS
staff and patients are separated from UWE Bristol staff and students
on site at all times.

Prof Steve West, Vice-Chancellor at UWE Bristol, said: “I’m pleased
we are able to offer our facilities to help the NHS and support the
local community and wider region at this exceptionally challenging
time.

“These temporary arrangements on our Frenchay campus have the
potential to save many lives and play a vitally important role in limiting the impact of coronavirus in the South West.

“As a university community we have already demonstrated how we
can support the NHS and frontline services, and there is more we
will be doing in future to contribute to the national effort.”
The hospital will be run by nurses, doctors, managers and other
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“However, based on other countries’ experience of the pandemic,
it’s only right that we have even more surge capacity in place to protect our local population should it be needed.”

“But this is an extraordinary time so it’s only right we have more capacity in place. I’m extremely grateful to our wonderful NHS staff
for rising to the current challenge, but they cannot do this alone.
They need everyone to follow the expert advice to stay home and
save lives.”

Burglars flee after being disturbed

A Compton Dando resident disturbed three men entering an outbuilding on their property at around 1am last Tuesday (31st March).
The building had been left unlocked but was alarmed, and when it
activated the offenders ran off. Nothing is thought to have been
stolen.
If you have any information regarding this incident, contact the police on 101. Alternatively call Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800
555 111.
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Free coronavirus hotline goes live in Bristol

A dedicated free telephone hotline has been
launched in Bristol to help the city’s most vulnerable citizens during the coronavirus pandemic.
The We Are Bristol support phone number – 0800
694 0184 – will offer a potential lifeline to isolated
and worried residents across the city.

Call handlers will be available initially during office
hours (8.30am-5pm, Monday to Friday) to provide
support for people with a wide range of needs, including obtaining food supplies, other essential
items and medication. They can also help arrange
follow-up support with different organisations.

Marvin Rees, Mayor of Bristol, said: “The free hotline is in place to ensure we have a non-digital
way for our most vulnerable residents and those
at risk to access the help they may need, wherever we can. The coronavirus pandemic means
many of us are worried, anxious and need help.
Here in Bristol we have volunteers who are waiting to help you – when you most need it. We hope
to move the hotline to a seven-day operation
soon.
“Anyone concerned about feeling isolated, getting
food, essential items or medicine they need could
benefit from the phone line. Even if you simply
need someone to walk your dog or a person to
talk to once a week. After all, a problem shared is
a problem halved.”

Kylie’s Mobile
Foot Care
Foot Health Care is considered
Key Work by the Government.
“I am currently still available for
appointments wearing protective
equipment and following
Government guidelines”
Services Include:
Toe Nail Cutting
Callus Reduction
Corn Enucleation
Fungal Nail Treatment
Home Visits £25
I also treat diabetics
Contact Kylie BA (Hons) DipCFHP
Fully Accredited, Insured & DBS Checked

07903 197 516
E: kyliethomas71@yahoo.co.uk

The line will be answered by up to 30 staff who
are all trained to handle calls and refer those with
specific needs to the right areas.

There will also be a call back option to limit waiting
time during busy periods and ensure everyone
who needs help can access it.

Keep in touch, let us
know what you think,
send us your news

facebook.com/theweekin
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HOME MOVIES TRANSFER SERVICE
Let us bring your treasured Home Movies back
to life so you can enjoy them again and again...
Have you ever wondered how good it would be to see your cherished
home movies again, many years after you shot them? Perhaps these
are on cine film, Hi-8, Video 8, VHS or another format you can no longer
play? !
Now you can relive those unique memories of special times such as
your wedding, your children taking their first steps, or family holidays,
and watch them whenever you want, as we will transfer your home
movies and preserve them forever on DVD or as a digital file! !

Your Home Movies are invaluable. We look forward to helping
you bring them back to life!
For a free quotation with no obligation, please call Andy Warren on
01454 321614 or email sales@1st-take.com

BRISTOL RACING DVD SPECIAL OFFER!
Offer Code: WEBR32

BUY BOTH DVDs
FOR ONLY £25.95!

BRISTOL MOTOR SPOR
SPORT
T
With extensive use of ar
archive
chive film
and historical photographs, trace the
pr
ogress of four wheeled motor sport
progress
in the Bristol ar
ea fr
om the 1920s to
area
from
today
today.. Relax and enjoy this tribute to
a pr
oud sporting tradition.
proud

Save over £10 + Free P&P!
#

CALL 01454 321614 TO ORDER

SPECIAL OFFER only for

readers!
60
mins.

BRISTOL
L SPEEDW
SPEEDWAY
WA
AY

73
mins.

With the help of ar
archive
chive film,
photographs, memorabilia
and interviews, rrelive
elive the
history of the Bristol
Bulldogs fr
from
om the Douglas
‘Dirt Track’
Track’ model in 1928,
thr
ough to the glory days in
through
Knowle and finally the brief
rrenaissance
enaissance at Eastville in
the 1970s.

PLEASE SEND ME

QTY

PRICE

Both Bristol Racing DVDs

RRP £27.90 £19.90 + Fr
Free
ee P&P!
&P! SA
SAVE
AVE
VE OVER £10!

Bristol Speedway

RRP £13.95 £11.95 + Free
Free P&P!
&P! SA
SAVE
AVE
VE £4.50!

Bristol Motorsport

Free P&P!
RRP £13.95 £11.95 + Free
&P! SA
SAVE
AVE
VE £4.50!

TOTAL
TOT
TAL
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Name.............................................................................................................................................................................
Address.........................................................................................................................................................................!
Address.........................................................................................................................................................................!
.......................................................................................................................................................................................!
.......................................................................................................................................................................................!
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Email..................................................................................T
Email..................................................................................Tel
................................T
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I enclose a cheque/postal or
order,
der, made payable to 1st Take
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card
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Please char
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d details:
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Expiry date .................................................. Security code (CVC) .......................... (Last 3 digits on back of car
d)
321614,, or
order
www.1st-take.com
o"er
order
Call 01454 321614
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der to !
Take
Yate,
O"er
O!er), PO Box 1840, Y
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"er expires
expires 30.06.20

TO SEE THE FULL RANGE OF 1ST TAKE DVDs VISIT www.1st-take.com OR CALL 01454 321614 TO REQUEST A FREE COPY OF OUR LATEST CATALOGUE

www.1st-take.com
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01454 321614

1st Take, PO Box 1840, Yate, Bristol BS37 4WB
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Proposed waiting restrictions in Parkwall

South Gloucestershire Council is consulting people on its parking
review in the Parkwall ward.

Following meetings and site visits with the local councillors, there
are plans to modify waiting restrictions and introduce new ones.

Andy receives her MBE
from the Queen

The scheme aims to restrict dangerous areas of parking and maintain visibility at accesses and junctions, whilst ensuring that there is
adequate parking provision for residents and visitors accessing local
shops, and businesses.

‘School Keep Clear’ markings are being included within the legal
order so that these will be enforceable.

It is proposed to introduce no waiting at any time restrictions (double
yellow lines) to cover junctions/accesses and areas where traffic
parking can reduce visibility and impact safety, and where access
to service vehicles, such as bin lorries, is hampered by poor parking.

Changes are proposed on the following roads: Armstrong Drive,
Barrs Court Avenue, Barrs Court Road, Beech Close, Birkdale, Cadbury Heath Road, California Road, Causley Drive, Charlotte Mews,
Chesters, Coronation Road, Earlstone Crescent, Fairlawn, Far
Handstones, Great Dowles, Hampton Close, Heath Rise, Horsecroft
Gardens, Johnson Drive, Long Handstones, Mill Lane, Newton
Road, Park Crescent, Park Road, Parkwall Road, Queens Road,
Rogers Close, Roy King Gardens, St Davids Avenue, Stephens
Drive, Stoneleigh Drive, Tanner Close, The Warns, Tower Road
South, Turnberry, Wentworth, Wesley Lane, Woodward Drive and
Wraxall Road.

To respond to the consultation and have your views taken into account, complete the online questionnaire on the council’s website.
Search under ‘Consultations’. The deadline is 10th April.

The Week in • Wednesday 8th April 2020

Just prior to the curtain coming down on everyday life as we know
it, Keynsham resident Andy Hider was able to receive her MBE at
Buckingham Palace.

As we reported in Issue 609, the 74-year-old was recognised in the
New Year Honours List for 35 years of service as a foster carer.

Early last month, she attended the presentation ceremony accompanied by her three sons and to her surprise, was awarded her
medal by the Queen.

The event was notable, not only because Her Majesty seldom performs such duties these days, but, as was highlighted in the media
at the time, she wore gloves.

Andy is pictured here with her sons (from left) Adam, George and
Ben, who had nominated Andy for the award.
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People urged to continue donating blood
•

•

are aged between 17 and 66 (or 70 if you have given blood
before)

are over 70 and have given a full blood donation in the last
two years

You will not get a coronavirus test by coming to give blood because
there is no evidence of transmission through blood donation. Your
blood will be accepted if you are well and free of fever and respiratory symptoms. A cough may persist for several weeks in some people, despite the coronavirus infection having cleared, but this won’t
stop you donating if you are otherwise well.

Blood donors are being urged to keep their appointment during the
coronavirus crisis and the service is also urging more people to consider signing up as donations have dropped.
Coming to give blood is considered essential travel and NHS Blood
and Transplant say that safety is their number one priority, with extra
measures in place at their sessions for social distancing.
You can give blood if you:
•

are fit and healthy

•

weigh between 7 stone 12lbs and 25 stone, or 50kg and
158kg

If you have had coronavirus infection, you must wait for 14 days
from when your symptoms settled. If you have been in contact with
a confirmed case of coronavirus, you may donate as long as you’ve
not been asked to isolate and you remain well. If you do donate it
is very important you let the service know if you develop symptoms
of coronavirus at a later date.

Centres in our area where you can donate include Hanham Community Centre, Holy Trinity Church Hall in Kingswood, St George
Community Centre, Cadbury Heath Hall, St John’s Church Hall in
Keynsham and the Church of Jesus of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints in Downend.
Around 5,000 units of blood a day need to be collected. Blood is
used for treating trauma, cancer, blood diseases, bleeds in childbirth, and more. Each donation can save up to three lives.
Find out more at https://www.blood.co.uk/ or call 0300 123 23 23.

Charterhouse
Care Home
Residential l Nursing l Respite l Dementia
Discover the very best in residential
care at Charterhouse
Residential care is now available to
complement the nursing, dementia
DQGUHVSLWHFDUHDOUHDG\RQRʞHU
Charterhouse is a friendly and welcoming
care home in the luxurious surroundings
RI7KH&KRFRODWH4XDUWHULQ.H\QVKDP

0117 919 4279

www.stmonicatrust.org.uk/villages/
the-chocolate-quarter/charterhouse
Registered Charity 202151
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Emergency supplies of protective
gear arrive at last
Emergency supplies of personal protective
equipment (PPE) arrived at last from the
Government yesterday (Tuesday) and are
being distributed across our area to help
protect care workers and those they look
after.

Local authorities have been begging for
PPE. The supplies have been received by
the Avon & Somerset Local Resilience
Forum and are being distributed to the five
local authority areas of Bristol City, B&NES,
South Gloucestershire, North Somerset,
and Somerset.

More than one million pieces of PPE including face masks, gloves, aprons, clinical
waste bags and cleaning supplies will be
gratefully received by adult social care, and
will be distributed for staff in social care,
care homes and domiciliary care providers
across the area and any surplus will be offered in mutual aid arrangements to primary
care providers.

Avon & Somerset Police Chief Superintendent Ian Wylie said: “We welcome this emergency supply of essential PPE equipment
which will help protect care home and domiciliary care workers and enable them to continue to deliver critical care services in our

communities across the Avon and Somerset
area, whilst also limiting the spread of
COVID-19.

“We are aware that national supply chains
are under significant pressure and relieved
that our calls for support in this area appear
at last to have been heard but note that this
is a bridging stock to sustain our adult social
care sector until the new national supply
system beds in.
“Providers must continue to make orders
with their usual suppliers and given the potential for on-going fragility of supply we still
welcome support from local businesses and
organisations who are able to donate their
own stocks and we will continue with the
LRF’s appeal that was launched on Friday.”

Anne Clarke, Director for Adult Social Services and Housing at South Gloucestershire
Council, who represents the adult social
care sector across the Avon & Somerset
LRF area, said: “On behalf of all my colleagues, I would like to thank everyone who
has played a part in the mobilisation of this
PPE supply over the weekend, from the
LRF and local authority leaders who have
raised the urgent need at every possible opportunity and at the highest level, through to
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Any businesses that can help with the supply of PPE are asked to email COVIDdonations@avonandsomerset.police.uk. The key
items required are water repellent surgical
face masks, non-latex gloves, disposable
plastic aprons and eye protection.
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“It is so important for the people we provide
care to and to the care workers themselves
who are doing such a brilliant job at this
challenging time and also for their own families’ protection as they return home each
day. It is a real recognition of the critical role
adult social care services have to play at
this time.”

Hard

1
6

the military planners who have done an
amazing job to arrange the receipt and sharing out of the supplies, to the local authority
teams who have organised collection and
onward distribution at such short notice.
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LETTERS

Irresponsible walkers

vulnerable family is exposed. I am not sure
other Week In readers have or are experiencing the same thing?

Dear Editor

I am emailing my disbelief at the total disregard for the safety of the people of Wick.

Living on Chelsey Hill, I have a public pathway across my garden. I took advice from
the local council to display a refrain from
using notice on my three gates due to the
virus as my partner is currently building the
emergency virus wings at bath and Bristol
hospitals, I have a low immune system due
to cancer and our eldest is currently sick in
bed with coronavirus.

Hordes of walkers feel it is their right to
cross without gloves, washing their hands
or even putting their dogs on leads! I am totally aware of the public right of way, but
come on, really!
The 100 yards that our family have to share
due to our livestock at the bottom of our garden should be respected. My signs keep
disappearing and yes, I know who it is we
have CCTV.

When they are sick and need the bed at the
hospital just spare a thought as to how that
spare bed got there.
Anita Isaacs

‘Clueless and selfish yobs’ on
railway path
Dear Sir

On Sunday afternoon I used my exercise allowance to cycle on the Bristol to Bath Railway Path.

Most people cycling were sensible and considerate giving plenty of space for walkers
and other cyclists. However, as I returned
along the path, three teenage boys - old
enough to know better - deliberately cycled
straight at me in a line, forcing me onto the
grass verge. As they passed the youth nearest me stretched his arm out to try to touch
me which they all found hilarious and it
would appear that this was one of the stupid
coronavirus challenge games which some
young people who think they are immune
find so amusing.

I believe this also happened to other people
on the track that afternoon. The incident was
between 3.30-4pm near Saltford on Sunday
5th April.

These youths will have parents and grandparents so I wonder how they would feel if
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Our experience is the same with every single ‘online’ supermarket. With Tesco, Asda
and Morrisons we have registered, but there
are no free slots. With Sainsbury’s they
won’t even let us register, as their systems
don’t recognise our address as being vulnerable.

some other yobs did the same to their family
members and put them at risk just for a
laugh?

Perhaps if anyone knows them they could
ask their parents to exercise some control
and keep them at home if they really are so
clueless and selfish in the current crisis.
A responsible female cyclist

False promises of support for
the vulnerable
Dear Becky

I have been in self-isolation for 22 days now.
The first two and a half weeks I stayed at my
elderly parents in Yate. With my wife being
furloughed and my daughter’s school closing, we took the decision for me to move
back home. I’ve converted our master bedroom into a studio flat, so I can wash, sleep
and work from the one room without interacting with my wife and daughter, who are
also self-isolating. After seven days and no
symptoms we will be able to merge back as
a family.

Moving back home means our ability as a
family to mingle with the outside world is
now restricted. I was one of the lucky 1.5
million who received a text/letter from the
Government recognising me as a vulnerable person. I have registered myself and our
address as being vulnerable using the
Gov.UK links.

Unfortunately there appears to be a flaw in
the synchronisation or release of data between the Government’s systems and supermarket online services. Normally as a
family we shop directly, but due to current
Government advice we are now solely reliant on shopping online. This means we
have had to register as a ‘new’ customer to
book a delivery slot. This is where the
wheels fall off and our experience being a

I have tried to raise this through the Government’s website and have also tried contacting the supermarkets’ call centres. I’ve been
hit by a wall of automated advice and reassurance all parties are doing all they can to
provide support for the vulnerable.

It would appear existing customers have retained the right to their established scheduled slots. However, vulnerable people who
are forced to register as ‘new’ customers are
being treated differently. We have to join the
virtual online queue, which either doesn’t
exist (Sainsbury’s) or be asked to stand in a
lonely field with our virtual shopping trolley
(Tesco, Asda and Morrisons). It would appear online demand is outstripping supply
and the supermarkets’ support for the vulnerable is left lagging behind false promises.
Name & address supplied

Letter from the Leader of
South Glos Council
Dear Editor

Firstly, I would like to thank The Week In
readers and all South Gloucestershire residents for your continued support in these
deeply challenging and unsettling times.

I would also like to send a huge thank you
to all teachers, key workers, council staff
and volunteers across the area for their hard
work, please know that your efforts are
greatly appreciated by all of us.

The coronavirus situation continues to
progress at pace and we will do everything
we can to keep you informed as frequently
as possible. We are conscious of residents
who are not online, so as well as actively
providing updates to our website and social
media channels, we are also using traditional methods such as local newspapers
and radio.

One of our current priorities is to ensure that
the people who the Government has asked
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to shield for 12 weeks, and who do not have
access to friends, family, neighbours or
other local support networks, have the provisions and medication they need.

96 people received emergency food parcels
recently, which were packed by volunteers
from our libraries staff and delivered by
Community Transport drivers. Each received a small package to help until the
proper weekly delivery of food to them begins.

Those indicating they need help will be able
to receive standard food parcels, which are
likely to be delivered directly by supermarkets or other distributors. The NHS, via local
pharmacies, will arrange deliveries of medicines.

If you have received the NHS shielding letter and are confused or not sure what to do,
you can contact the council and we will help
make sure you are getting the help you
need. If you have not received the shielding
letter but think that you should have, we can
help clarify the situation and make sure that
you are linked in with the help you need.

If you need help with shielding, please contact
us
by
emailing
Community.Shielding@southglos.gov.uk or
calling 01454 86 4040.
For information about mutual aid groups in
your area, call 01454 86 4886.

If you have another query about any other
aspect of SGC, call 01454 86 8009.
Cllr Toby Savage

Miles & Davey
motor services

●
●
●
●
●

MOT TESTING STATION
VEHICLE REPAIRS
VEHICLE SERVICING
VEHICLE DIAGNOSTICS
TYRES & MORE
Find us on Facebook
Miles & Davey Motor Services

0117 329 0730
WE ARE STILL
OPEN AS USUAL
We are offering a collection
and delivery service for
anyone self isolating
Unit 8 Brookleaze Trading Estate
Stockwood Vale,
Keynsham, BS31 2AL
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LETTERS

New venue for New
Cheltenham councillors

Sandie.Davis@southglos.gov.uk

07596 338336

Dear Editor

Since being elected as the councillors for
the New Cheltenham Ward, Sandie Davis
and Kim Scudamore have held drop-in advice surgeries every month at various locations around the ward.

Stretching from Siston Hill to Woodland
Way, the ward doesn’t really have an obvious focal point, so we tend to think of it as
four or five distinct areas. This is why we
hold our surgeries in different locations
around the ward.
We’re really pleased to be adding a new
venue to our programme this year as owners Tracey and Claire are allowing us to use
Kim’s Café in Hot Water Lane for future surgeries.

When Tracey and Claire took over Kim’s
Café last September, they extended the
opening hours to include Saturday mornings, making it a suitable venue for the regular Saturday morning surgeries, and we
think it will prove to be a convenient location
for residents in the Station Road and Chiphouse area.

The plan was to hold the first surgery at
Kim’s Café on 2nd May but all councillors’
surgeries are currently suspended to comply with social distancing restrictions. A new
schedule of surgeries will be published as
soon as the restrictions are lifted, but in the
meanwhile residents can contact us directly
on any issue where we might be able to
help.

Kim.Scudamore@southglos.gov.uk

07596 338340

Write to us

The Week In is independent of any political

or commercial interest. We aim to produce a

balanced and accurate view of local news and
welcome comments from our readers.

Normally, we will publish letters in full but

reserve the right to shorten or clarify the con-

tents or to refuse publication. Please try to

keep letters under 300 words and supply your
full name and address for reasons of authen-

tication. Only the name and district where

you live will be reproduced. Anonymity is

possible under certain circum-stances.

Copy can be sent by post or, preferably, email and should arrive at our offices no
later than 9.00am on the Monday of each
week.
E-mail to:

admin@theweekin.co.uk

Fabrics Plus Ltd
We sell fabulous fabric
for garments, patchwork,
quilting and a selection
of beautiful yarns for
knitting and crochet, and
all things haberdashery.

The home
of lovely
fabrics

We are now closed to the public until further notice.
You can still buy all your crafting essentials online
through our website or ordering by phone

0117 329 3857
Monday to Saturday 10am to 4pm
19 Badminton Rd, Downend, BS16 6BB
Telephone 0117 329 3857
@FabricsPlusLimited
www.fabrics-plus.co.uk
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200 volunteers come forward in Saltford
Saltford Support Hub is up and running and nearly 200 people
have volunteered to help others in the community at this time
of crisis.

Every resident should have received a leaflet through their door, letting them know that help is available on 01225 632216. People are
encouraged to check on elderly neighbours and see whether they
need help, especially if they don't have family nearby.
Although demand is quite low, the organisers expect this to increase
as time goes on.

Among the volunteers is Dr Gary Graveling who has offered to assist any key workers living in Saltford who use a bike to get to and
from work He has offered to carry out basic work on tyres, brakes
and drive-chain etc to keep them mobile, and can source any parts
required at cost.
If you would like to take up this offer, or if you have any similar skills
to assist key workers to continue carrying out their vital roles in the
COVID-19 effort, email help@saltfordhub.org.

Meanwhile Saltford Foodbank currently needs fruit juice, tinned
tomatoes, tinned peas and carrots, tinned rice pudding, tinned potatoes, beans with sausages, rice, sponge puddings, coffee, toilet
rolls and sugar.

Donations can dropped off at Saltford Hall (in between two sets of
outer doors 24 hours a day) or at The Rectory in Beech Road, or at
Tesco Express in Saltford. Waitrose and Tesco in Keynsham also
have foodbank donation bins.
And Saltford Community Post Office continues to be open and
staffed 9am to 1pm and 2pm to 5pm on Monday and Fridays, plus
9am to 1pm on Wednesday but will be closed on Good Friday and
Easter Monday.

Help is at hand in Keynsham

Keynsham Community Response Team has been set up to support people during the pandemic.

The team is a partnership between organisations including the
town council, Churches Together in Keynsham & Saltford, Keynsham Foodbank and Community at 67.

Help is available such as shopping, immediate food needs, dog
walking, putting out bins, IT advice, and sourcing charities and
organisations, who may be able to help with cooking, cleaning,
childcare or other needs. Volunteers all carry ID.

The advice line is 07534 071466 and it is open from 9am to 9pm.
There is also a Facebook page – search for Keynsham Coronavirus COVID-19 Support. You can also email keynsham.community@gmail.com

BRISTOL & BATH CAR SERVICES

GERMAN CAR
SPECIALIST
German Car Specialists with over 30 years experience
in service, repairs and diagnostics

ORMAL
WE ARE OPEN AS N
● MOT TESTING STATION
● SERVICE & REPAIRS (all makes welcome)
● AIR CONDITIONING
● CAMBELTS & BRAKES
● CLUTCHES & SUSPENSION
● COLLECT & RETURN SERVICE
● TYRES AND TYRE FITTING SERVICE
● SPECIALIST DIAGNOSTICS AND MORE . . .

Large Workshop

6266$9(28567($0

&2521$9,586
6859,9$/$33($/
,Q  WKH$YRQ9DOOH\ 5DLOZD\ IHOO VLOHQW ZKHQ WKH OLQH ZDV
FORVHGE\'U%HHFKLQJ)LIW\\HDUVODWHUZH·UHVLOHQWDJDLQDVZH
KHOSLQWKHHIIRUWVWRUHGXFHWKHVSUHDGRIFRURQDYLUXV%XWWKLV
LV KDYLQJ D GHYDVWDWLQJ LPSDFW RQ RXU ÀQDQFLDO UHVRXUFHV DQG
OLNH WKH YDVW PDMRULW\ RI KHULWDJH UDLOZD\V DURXQG WKH FRXQWU\
WKUHDWHQVRXUYHU\H[LVWHQFH
:KLOVW PDQ\ FRVWV KDYH EHHQ HOLPLQDWHG WKHUH DUH VWLOO RWKHUV
WKDW ZH·OO KDYH WR SD\ ZKHWKHU ZH·UH RSHQ RU QRW :H QHHG
WRNHHSWKHZKHHOVWXUQLQJRYHUWKHQH[WIHZPRQWKV
XQWLORXUYROXQWHHUVFDQVWDUWUXQQLQJWUDLQVDJDLQ,I\RXHQMR\
YLVLWLQJWKH$YRQ9DOOH\5DLOZD\DQGIHHO\RXFDQVXSSRUWXVDW
WKLVWLPHZHZRXOGEHWUXO\JUDWHIXO
-XVWVFDQWKLV45FRGHRUVHDUFKIRU$YRQ9DOOH\5DLOZD\
RQ9LUJLQ0RQH\*LYLQJDQGÀQGRXWKRZ\RXFDQKHOS


Telephone 0117 9161234
www.bandbcarservices.co.uk
✉ bandbcs@btinternet.com
Unit 2 Pixash Business Centre, Keynsham BS31 1TP
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New care facility opens in midst of
pandemic
A new care and reablement centre officially opened in Cadbury
Heath on 1st April, helping to free up NHS hospital beds at a
time when they couldn’t be more needed.

Little Heath in Earlstone Crescent welcomed its first five guests on
the first and second day of opening, following registration with the
Care Quality Commission. More will be welcomed in the coming
weeks.

Run by Brunelcare, there is a 64-bed care home and a 24-bed reablement centre for people who are medically fit for discharge from
hospital but are in need of further therapy or support in order to return home.

tween the world of social care and the NHS in the future.”

Starting in 2018, the two-year build was completed last month. It includes spacious, modern, well-designed lounges, quiet areas and
breakout spaces for residents and guests, and a gym where physiotherapists can aid recovery.

Working in partnership with University Hospitals Bristol and Weston
NHS Foundation Trust (UHBW), the new facility will play a key role
in freeing up hospital beds to take pressure away from the NHS during this critical time.

Each room at the centre includes its own en suite with level access
wet room. The centre also hosts a ‘town square’ that replicates a
busy high street, with a coffee shop, hairdressers and onsite shop
that will officially open later in the year for guests, residents and
their families to enjoy.

Oona Goldsworthy, chief executive at Brunelcare, said: “Brunelcare
were determined, despite the COVID crisis, that we would go ahead
with the opening of Little Heath centre. This is the first time that
Brunelcare and UHBW have worked in such a close partnership
and we’re excited about the potential for more collaboration be-

No painting or repairs for 25 years?
It must be a ColourFence!

Won’t
warp, crack,
shrink, rot
or peel†

Cream

¤ Guaranteed† not to
warp, crack, shrink, rot
or peel
¤ Withstands wind gusts
of up to 130mph
¤ No painting or repairs
for 25 years
¤ Create your look
with a choice of
colours, designs and
sizes

“

“

With the warmer weather appearing,
there’s always plenty to do in the garden.
However, with ColourFence, one of the
most tedious, time-consuming jobs
disappears overnight. For the next 25
years! Because there’s no need to paint
or repair ColourFence. It’s guaranteed not
to warp, crack, shrink, rot or peel for the
next 25 years. Making it one of the world’s
best maintenance-free fences. And, unlike
other fences, ColourFence can withstand
wind speeds of up to 130mph.
There’s a choice of colours to enhance
your garden’s design and you’ll find our
prices surprisingly competitive too.

Brown

Maintenance
free for 25 years
and great value too!
Nothing compares
to ColourFence!

Blue

CALL
NOW! To see our full range of colours,
designs and get a FREE
‘no-obligation’ quote – CALL

¤ No risk professional
installation
†Hose down occasionally –
terms & conditions apply.
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Community drop-in sessions
switch to online

Women get stuck in the woods

The Meeting Place in Kingswood High Street, run by Freedom
Church, is closed in line with the Government’s coronavirus guidelines, but people can still reach a listening ear online.

The Meeting Place opened last summer to provide a drop-in space
to chat with a trained volunteer. The organisers say they have built
up good relationships with quite a few local people who enjoy coming in for a coffee and chat or some peace and quiet.
The church believes the online link will be vital for some people in
the community who are struggling in various ways during this crisis.

People are invited to use Zoom for a chat during the usual opening
times: Tuesdays 9.30am to 12.30pm; Wednesdays 2pm to 4pm;
Thursdays 9.30am to 12.30pm and Saturdays from 1pm to 4pm.
Download the Zoom Cloud Meetings app or go to www.zoom.us

Click ‘Join meeting’, enter the Zoom ID 632 632 0632, and click
Join. For the latest password go to:
www.facebook.com/meetingplacekingswood or
www.wearefreedomchurch.co.uk

Keep in touch, let us
know what you think,
send us your news

Crews from Kingswood fire station were called out to
help two women who got themselves into a tricky spot
while out for their daily hour’s exercise in Hanham last
Tuesday afternoon.
They got stuck in the woods to the rear of Collett Close
in Hanham. The crews used safe working at height
equipment to rescue the women.
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Clues Across

Clues Down

1. Female horses (5)
4. Bank clerk (7)
8. Flammable solvent (7)
9. Picture puzzle (5)
10. Textile (5)
13. English cheese (7)
17. Insect (3)
18. Gambling venue (6)
19. Calculate (6)
20. Sign of assent (3)
22. Postures (7)
25. Tower of ----- (5)
28. Circular (5)
29. Be aware of (7)
30. Store for electricity (7)
31. Prestige (5)

1. Measuring device (5)
2. Mass meeting (5)
3. Hank (5)
4. Force, compel (6)
5. Woollen fabric (5)
6. Fix deeply (5)
7. Part of stair (5)
11. Look forward to (5)
12. Edible bulb (5)
14. Group of cows (4)
15. Russian villa (5)
16. Worship (5)
17. Skeletal tissue (4)
21. Bird of prey (6)
22. Woody perennial (5)
23. Fully grown (5)
24. Scrounge (5)
25. Very dark (5)
26. Construct (5)
27. Yorkshire city (5)
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Support for victims as
domestic violence cases rise
Avon & Somerset Police have seen reports of
domestic violence incidents rise by a fifth in recent
weeks as people are told to stay at home to reduce the risk of spreading COVID-19.
Anyone at risk of domestic abuse is reminded that
support services are still available to them as
usual during the pandemic.

Next Link provides support services for women,
men and children in South Gloucestershire and
Bristol who are or have been victims of domestic
abuse.
Find out more at https://nextlinkhousing.co.uk/

The South Glos number to call is 0800 4700 280

and the Bristol one is 0117 9250680.

In B&NES anyone affected by domestic abuse
can contact the independent charity Southside on
01225 331243 or enquiries@south-side.org.uk to
get in touch with an adviser. The website is
http://south-side.org.uk/
More help is available by calling the National
Domestic Abuse Helpline on 0808 2000 247 or, in
an emergency, dial 999.

If you are in danger and unable to talk on the
phone, call 999, and then press 55. This will transfer your call to the relevant police force who will
assist you without you having to speak.

GGM

GARDEN & GROUNDS
MAINTENANCE

PUBLIC NOTICE

Goods Vehicle
Operator’s Licence

R J Scaffolding Limited of 66
Gloucester Road, Bristol, BS7 8BH
is applying for a licence to use Old
Station Yard, Avon Mill Lane,
Keynsham, Bristol, BS31 2UG as
an operating centre for 1 vehicle
and 1 trailers.
Owners or occupiers of land (including buildings) near the operating centre(s) who believe that their
use or enjoyment of that land would
be affected, should make written
representations to the Traffic
Commissioner at Jubilee House,
Croydon Street, BS5 0GB, stating
their reasons, within 21 days of this
notice. Representors must, at the
same time, send a copy of their
representations to the applicant at
the address given at the top of this
notice.
A guide to Making Representations
is available from the Traffic
Commissioner’s office.

All aspects of garden &
grounds maintenance
Services include:
Grass cutting
Hedge cutting
Weed control

Tree work
Turfing
Planting

Tel: 07917 872651
www.ggmbristol.com
ggmbristol@outlook.com

Keep in touch, let us
know what you think,
send us your news

facebook.com/theweekin

CORONAVIRUS CLOSURE
We have made the difficult decision to temporarily close the café and
UHVWDXUDQWDW7KH&KRFRODWH4XDUWHU:HEHOLHYHLW·VRXUGXW\WR
protect our customers,, residents and stafff and plaay our part in
helping stop the spread off coronavirus.
Please ffo
ollow us on
social mediaa fo
for updates.

somerdining.co.uk

@somerdining

E-blockpizza.co.uk

@BBlockPizza

Thank you ffo
or all your support over the last two years.
We look forward to ser ving you all again when the situation returns
to normal.
Somer Dining & B Block
The Chocolate Quarter
Trajectus Way, Keynsham
Bristol BS31 2GJ
Tel: 0117 963 7110
info@thechocolatequarter.co.uk
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Bridge replacement is postponed
The next phase of the Gipsy
Patch Lane bridge replacement
work as part of the Cribbs Patchway metrobus extension (CPME)
has had to be rescheduled.

The bridge move was scheduled
to take place between this Saturday (11th April) and Monday 20th
April. However, South Gloucestershire Council said that with more
than 150 workers required on site
working in close proximity to each
other, it would be impossible to
safely follow the current guidance
on social distancing.

Roadworks in
Saltford

There will be roadworks on the
High Street in Saltford starting
on Monday 20th April which
will see it closed from its junction with Beech Road to the
junction with The Shallows.

Truespeed will be clearing
blockages, involving desilting
and some excavation, and
pulling cables through BT
ducts.

CPME is a £57m investment to reduce congestion and improve journey times for all
road users by providing a new quick, reliable public transport system and a realistic alternative to
traveling by car. Network Rail is working on behalf
of South Gloucestershire Council to deliver the
new railway bridge on Gipsy Patch Lane as part
of the CPME. Once complete, the new, wider
bridge will provide room for new bus lanes in each
direction and shared use cycle and pedestrian
pathways, as well as general traffic lanes.
Network Rail will continue to operate a shuttle bus
for pedestrians needing to make essential jour-

neys either side of the bridge.

Despite the postponement of the bridge move, the
planned temporary closure of the railway between
Bristol Parkway and Newport will still be going
ahead from this Saturday to Sunday 19th April inclusive so that other planned engineering work on
the railway that can be carried out within Government guidelines goes ahead.

Train services between Bristol and South Wales
will be amended and buses will replace trains between Bristol Parkway and Newport.

The road will only be restricted
when traffic signs are in position. The work is expected to
take 10 days.

Keep in touch, let us
know what you think,
send us your news

facebook.com/theweekin
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New path will provide safe link to
and from Pucklechurch
Plans have been drawn up for a new shared
use path which will make it safe for people
to walk, cycle and ride horses in and out of
Pucklechurch.
The proposed 3.5 metre-wide path along
the southern side of the B4465 Shortwood
Hill will provide a continuous all-weather
route from Pucklechurch to the A4174 Ring
Road and beyond.

The land needed is currently used as highway verge, a field boundary, horse grazing
field, and as arable crop farming.

Consultations have taken place within South
Gloucestershire Council and with local
landowners to develop a scheme which
seeks to meet the needs of everyone. Paths
have already been constructed eastwards
from the ring road and a cycle track connects to the east, finishing at Back Lane.
The new path will:

• Give school pupils a non-vehicular route to
and from the secondary school in Mangots-

field

• Connect Pucklechurch with the A4174
Ring Road cycle track

• Connect Pucklechurch to Shortwood and
Siston village

• Connect the bridleway (Back Lane) to the
quiet lanes of Siston

The council says the path needs to be on
the southern side of the B4465, which is the
edge of the Siston Conservation Area, to
connect to the existing paths and to prevent
users having to cross the road twice.
A report says: “The lack of facilities for
pedestrians, equestrians and cyclists almost
completely eliminates this as a route for
these groups; the road is narrow and enclosed, there are no safe refuges to wait for
gaps in traffic, with relatively high traffic
flows of both cars and goods vehicles,
higher speeds, limited views and it’s generally a very hostile environment to traverse.
Eastbound cyclists are climbing and have to

make a right turn across westbound traffic
to re-join the existing off road cycle track.”

The report adds: “Care has been taken in
the development of the design to provide an
attractive route that feels both safe and viable, respecting the need to protect and
maintain the nature and feel of the current
conservation area.”

To find out more about the proposal the
planning application reference to search for
on South Glos Council’s website is
P20/02701/R3F

MP boundary changes are ditched

Plans to reconfigure constituencies across the UK were quietly
dropped by the Government just prior to Parliament rising last
month.
In a statement issued on Wednesday 25th March Cabinet Office
Minister Chloe Smith announced that the recommendations of the
Boundary Commission, which would have resulted in a reduction
in the number of MPs from 650 to 600 at the next General Election, would not be implemented, primarily due to Brexit.

Ms Smith said: “Since that policy was established in the coalition
agreement, the United Kingdom has now left the European Union.
The UK Parliament will have a greater workload now we are taking back control and regaining our political and economic independence. It is therefore sensible for the number of Parliamentary
constituencies to remain at 650.”

The announcement put an end to a long-running consultation
process going back to the Coalition Government which was
formed in 2010. An initial Bill was defeated in Parliament in 2013
and snap elections in 2017 and 2019 delayed implementation of
the Boundary Commission report at what would have been the
2020 election.

In addition to reducing the overall number of constituencies by 50,
the aim had also been to have a roughly equal number of voters
in each of them. Although some early plans envisaged the
prospect of a Kingswood and Keynsham constituency, the final
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Boundary Commission recommendations contained only minor
adjustments in our local area.

Bristol East would have gained Easton from Bristol West while Filton and Bradley Stoke would have taken in Frampton Cotterell.
Kingswood would have gained Wick, Boyd Valley, Pucklechurch
and Marshfield from Thornbury & Yate, which would have extended further north and changed name to Dursley, Thornbury &
Yate. North East Somerset, which still includes wards on the east
side of Bath, would have lost these and extended further into the
Mendips to include Shepton Mallet.

While confirming last week that all constituencies would now remain as they are, the Cabinet Office Minister also confirmed that
in future, agreed boundary changes would be incorporated into
law using Government mechanisms which would not require a
vote.
17

Tributes to Cllr Graham Downing CBE

away in his armchair while watching television last Wednesday afternoon.

This week Ken Gibson, president of the Bitton & Oldland branch of
the Royal British Legion, said: “Graham Downing served for many
years in the British Army with the Royal Warwickshire Regiment.
On his retirement he joined the Royal British Legion of which he became the national chairman for which service he was appointed
CBE.
“In retirement he then joined our branch and as treasurer and Poppy
Appeal organiser he assembled a large team of volunteers raising
around £25,000 each year, much of which flowed in through the
poppy table at Asda in Longwell Green which was manned 12 hours
a day for 16 days each November.
“Graham's contribution will be hard to match but we are determined
come November not to let him down. Meanwhile on behalf of all
Graham's Legion friends, we send our sympathy to Nancy and the
family at this sad time.”

In 2017 the Asda store was presented with an award to recognise
the huge amount collected for the Poppy Appeal over the years and
our picture below shows him with Asda staff Carol Phillips and Tina
Lawrence.

Graham Downing with Dame Janet Trotter, the Lord Lieutenant of
Gloucestershire

Well-known community activist Graham Downing CBE has
died.

Awarded his honour for his commitment to the Royal British Legion,
Mr Downing had organised the annual Poppy Appeal collections in
Asda at Longwell Green for more than 20 years. He was also a local
councillor and involved in many initiatives, including Oldland Community Speedwatch Group.

He was the instigator of the Payne Green Memorial Garden and a
founder member of Banjo Island Community & Sports Association
(now The Batch).

He had been in poor health for some time and passed peacefully

Graham Downing was elected to Oldland Parish Council in May
2003 and served as chairman in May 2009, 2010 and 2011. He
served on all committees and was a keen supporter of youth activities and the instigator of youth projects Indy Youth and Youth Academy.
He was a key member of the Priority Neighbourhood Group as well
as an active member of the Safer & Stronger initiatives (now known
as Community Engagement Forums).

On behalf of the council clerk Victoria Hicks said: “He was a dedicated community activist with a keen sense of social justice and
empathy. He worked tirelessly to develop the role of the parish
council in a non-political way to better the world in which we live.

“He was a gentleman but had a will of steel. He was direct and forthright with a kind heart and a wicked sense of humour.”

Graham, right on speedwatch duty with colleagues in Craven Way
18
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Keep singing and smiling

STABLES
TO LET

Although the Bath-based Golden-Oldies charity has cancelled
all 220 daytime Sing & Smile sessions across England and
Wales for the foreseeable future because of COVID-19, people
can join in with a weekly live session.

Keynsham end of the
ring road

The regular Thursday 2.30pm online session is receiving thousands of views plus many favourable comments from older
people in their homes. The Goldies sing the popular hits of the
1960s and onwards.

All year grazing
Individual tack rooms
Manure removed
regularly
Hay & straw storage
Yard well maintained

The sessions are led by Rachel Parry and Cheryl Davies who
are based in South Wales.

“We have been staggered by the response and we know that
the family members of our Goldies are spreading the word to
try and do our bit to reduce the loneliness in these very difficult
times,” said Rachel.

Call

07853 829 559

You can view the sessions on
https://www.youtube.com/user/UKgoldies

or

0117 9863821

Two arrested and stolen
vehicles recovered

The care watchdog has again
rated
Fairview
House
Residential
Home
in
Kingswood as Good.

The home provides accommodation with personal care for
up to 24 people. Without exception, all the people and relatives the Care Quality
Commission inspectors spoke
to praised the service.

Police arrested two men in connection with a
car key burglary in Brislington and recovered
the two vehicles that were stolen.

Thieves broke into a house to take the keys and
steal a Fiat Doblo van and a Volkswagen T-Roc
some time overnight on Wednesday 25th March.
It was reported just after 11.15am the following
day.
That afternoon a patrolling PCSO spotted the two
vehicles in the Inns Court area and recognised the
drivers.

Keep in touch, let us
know what you think,
send us your news

“We located both vehicles the next day, Friday, in
Knowle. Both were on false plates. The VW was

facebook.com/theweekin
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The charity is planning to extend the regular sessions in the
weeks and months ahead, looking forward to the day when Goldies starts back again in a community room, church hall or library near you.

Good rating
again for
residential home
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in Tavistock Road and the Fiat in Toynbee Road,
with a suspected stolen motorbike in the back.

“Two men aged 19 and 20 were arrested in connection with the burglary and later released under
investigation pending the results of forensic examination of the vehicles and further enquiries.”
Officers carried out house-to-house enquiries and
contacted Neighbourhood Watch after the incident.

If you have information which could help the police, such as CCTV or dashcam footage of the
vehicles being abandoned, get in touch online or
call 101, quoting reference 5220069777.
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Avon Valley Railway launches SOS appeal
On 6th March 1966, as a result of the Beeching cuts, the line between Mangotsfield and Bath was closed. The track was lifted and
the stations left to decay. All that changed, however, in the early
1970s, when a group of volunteers started to restore the line. Nearly
50 years later, these volunteers, some of whom are still active at
the railway today, have worked tirelessly to re-instate more than
three miles of track, restore locomotives and carriages and bring
the world of steam to new generations of admirers.

The railway is now silent again with no income being received from
passenger train services, the popular buffet or station shop. Volunteers, many of whom are retired, are not able to get out and enjoy
their hobby, and the vast majority of the staff have been furloughed.

Avon Valley Railway says it is facing an unprecedented situation following the coronavirus outbreak and has launched an
SOS appeal to keep it on track.

The heritage attraction at Bitton is currently completely closed and
this looks to remain the case over the Easter holidays and beyond.
Mark Simmons, commercial and business manager at Avon Valley
Railway, says that as a small charity, this is putting a huge strain on
its financial resources and, like the vast majority of heritage railways
around the country, jeopardises its very existence.
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However, whilst many costs have been eliminated, there are still
some others that the railway will have to pay whether it is open or
not, such as insurance and some utility bills.

As a result, the organisation has created an ‘SOS: Save our Steam’
coronavirus survival appeal to raise vital income over the next few
months. £45,000 is the target needed to keep the wheels turning
and donations have already started being received.
Search for Avon Valley Railway Corona Survival Fund on Virgin
Money Giving and find out more about how you could help.

We take care to respect social distancing requirements and wear appropriate protective
clothing when carrying out our work
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Concern as people flout rules to
stop spread of coronavirus
People are being urged to observe outdoor exercise rules, with Health Secretary Matt Hancock warning at the
weekend that it could be banned altogether if flouting of the law continues.

Bristol City Council received numerous reports at the weekend that parks were very
busy. It reminded people that parks and
green spaces should not be used for picnics
or socialising.

“We cannot shut parks as many have no
gates and numerous access points. But
please follow guidance; only use parks once
a day for short exercise and stay home.”

In South Gloucestershire there have been
reports of youths gathering at places including Emersons Green skatepark and at the
picnic area near the River Avon at Bitton.

Concerns about the number of people travelling to rural areas to exercise has been
raised. The Countryside Alliance is urging
people to act responsibly, saying: “There is
no excuse to use rights of way not local to
their area as we have all been instructed to
avoid any non-essential travel.”

The Alliance says: “We all recognise the
benefit of exercise within the vicinity of
where we live, but we also need to recognise that those who have rights of way adjacent to their properties should not have
Many public rights of way cross private land,
the additional worry of others coming into
working farms and in some cases are close
close proximity with them and their families.
to private homes. People are urged to keep
They have an equal right to be able to get
to the paths, keep their dogs under control,
outside into their gardens and carry on esand keep a distance from others and consential farm work. These may be homes that
tinue to follow restrictions and measures
are self-isolating or shielding vulnerable
which are in place to protect everyone. Peopeople. If you are using local rights of way,
ple are also asked to avoid gates but if you
perhaps now is the time to consider avoidcan’t, sanitise before and after use.
ing those rights of way that pass close to
people's houses, or
Warmley Forest Skatepark
through their gardens or
farmyards.”
The issue is highlighted
in our Letters section by
a Wick resident and
concerns are also
raised about behaviour
on the Bristol & Bath
Railway Path.

It is narrow in many
places and there have
also been reports on social media that it is extremely
busy
with
cyclists queuing at the
The Week in • Wednesday 8th April 2020

Signs on a gate in Bitton

crossing near Bitton Station less than 4ft
apart.

Meanwhile following our front page article
last week about reports of skateboarders
gathering at the facility in Warmley Forest
Park, we had a letter from a reader and regular skateboard user who called it a “ridiculous story” to make a group look bad without
evidence to back it up. “I can’t believe something like this in a time where we are all
coming together to keep safe and stay inside,” he said.

Former councillor Ian Adams, who had highlighted the issue, responded this week saying: “Before contacting The Week In, I
reached out to the wider community and received confirmation from other local residents who witnessed the skatepark being
used by kids during the Government imposed lockdown. I don't have photographic
evidence, but the people who have contacted me work within the community, so
trust their word.”

He stressed that his criticism has nothing to
do with the skatepark itself which he described as a “fantastic asset”, adding: “I wish
my story was ridiculous, but unfortunately
it's not.”
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Coronavirus appeal raising
funds for frontline charities

The Coronavirus 2020 Response Fund launched last month by
Quartet Community Foundation has already raised more than
£350,000 for charitable causes in the West of England supporting
vulnerable people hit by the social and economic impact of the coronavirus.

Quartet Community Foundation has launched the fund to target
local charities supporting older people, homeless people, low income families with children, refugees, food bank users and other
communities in need.

The fund provides a one-stop donation point for public donations
in the West of England before distributing them as quickly as possible in the form of grants to frontline charities in Bristol, Bath &
North East Somerset, North Somerset and South Gloucestershire.
No fundraising target has yet been set. To support local people in
need you can donate to the Coronavirus 2020 Response Fund at
https://quartetcf.org.uk/donate-now/
In B&NES several projects have already benefited from these donations including Keynsham Foodbank who have received £5,000
towards scaling up the supply of food and the costs of storage facilities during the coronavirus outbreak, covering Keynsham, Saltford and the Chew valley area.

Others include Age UK Bath & North East Somerset who have also
received £5,000 towards emergency one-on-one support to older
people in response to the COVID-19 outbreak, while Carers Centre
B&NES (Care Network) have received £3,000 for staffing costs to
help provide more telephone support especially to older carers during this time of social-isolation for carers.

Football club fighting for its survival

Mangotsfield United FC has launched a
crowdfunding appeal, saying the future of the
club is at stake.

Due to the impact of coronavirus and a previous drop in revenue, MUFC is experiencing
tough times financially and is in urgent need
of extra financing.

Club chairman Mike Richardson said: "We need help or the very
survival of the club is at stake. Hopefully friends, supporters and
the wider community will realise the situation we’re in.

“The club has had no income since early March with no games and
now the social club has been closed with no date for reopening.
We're the biggest non-League club in Bristol and now it's time for
everyone to embrace it or lose it.”

More than £600 has been raised so far on the JustGiving website.
The initial target was £2,000 but the club is hoping to raise £5,000.
Search for ‘Help the Survival of Mangotsfield United Football Club’.

Warmley Wheelers closes

The cycling project Warmley Wheelers, which provides opportunities for people not able to access traditional cycling, has closed
until further notice.
“Due to the coronavirus outbreak we’ve sadly had to take the decision to close Warmley Wheelers until further notice. We’ll let
you know as soon as we have any news on when we can reopen
and we can look forward to seeing you again when this is possible.”

Still need your cake fix during lockdown?
The opening of our new bespoke cake shop,
Crumbs of Keynsham, has been delayed due
to Covid-19, but don’t worry because we
can bring the cake to you!
Follow us on Instagram and Facebook
to find out more.
Just search: crumbsofkeynsham

FREE DELIVERY
to BS37, BS31, BS30, BS16, BS15, BS14,
BS5, BS4, BS3 (Min Spend £10)
10 High Street, Keynsham BS31 1DQ
(Opposite St John’s Church)

www.crumbsofkeynsham.co.uk
eat
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